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In Brief 

TARIFF CLASSIFICATION OF COSTUMES 

 This memorandum outlines the administrative policy of the Canada Border Services Agency regarding the tariff 

classification of costumes. 
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TARIFF CLASSIFICATION OF COSTUMES 

 This memorandum outlines the administrative policy of 

the Canada Border Services Agency regarding the tariff 

classification of costumes. 

Legislation 

Customs Tariff 

Note 1(e) to Chapter 95: 

 1. This Chapter does not cover:  

 [...] 

 (e) Sports clothing or fancy dress, of textiles, of 

Chapter 61 or 62;  

 [...] 

heading 95.05: 

 Festive, carnival or other entertainment articles, 

including conjuring tricks and novelty jokes. 

9505.10.00 - Articles for Christmas festivities 

9505.90.00 - Other 

Explanatory Notes to the Harmonized Commodity 

Description and Coding System 

Explanatory Notes to heading No. 95.05: 

 This heading covers: 

 (A) Festive, carnival or other entertainment articles, 

which in view of their intended use are generally made of 

non-durable material. They include: 

[...] 

 (3) Articles of fancy dress, e.g., masks, false ears and 

noses, wigs, false beards and moustaches (not being articles 

of postiche - heading 67.04), and paper hats. However, the 

heading excludes fancy dress of textile materials, of 

Chapter 61 or 62. 

[...] 

 The heading also excludes articles that contain a festive 

design, decoration, emblem or motif and have a utilitarian 

function, e.g., tableware, kitchenware, toilet articles, carpets 

and other textile floor coverings, apparel, bed linen, table 

linen, toilet linen, kitchen linen. 

 

GUIDELINES AND 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

1. There have been two decisions by the Canadian 

International Trade Tribunal (CITT) regarding the tariff 

classification of costumes. The CITT found that “costumes” 

has the same meaning as the term “fancy dress”, which is 

found in the Customs Tariff. 

2. In Thinkway Trading Corporation v. Deputy M.N.R. 

(AP-95-080) the Tribunal determined that the goods at issue 

were fancy dress of textile materials and therefore excluded 

from Chapter 95 by the application of Note 1(e) to that 

Chapter. The goods were classified in Chapter 61. 

3. In Loblaws Companies Limited v. President of the 

Canada Border Services Agency (AP-2010-022) the 

Tribunal found that the goods at issue were fancy dress of 

textile materials but that the goods were not classifiable in 

either Chapter 61 or 62 and therefore Note 1(e) to 

Chapter 95 did not apply. The goods were classified in 

heading 95.05 (tariff item 9505.90.00). 

4. Note 1(e) to Chapter 95 of the Customs Tariff 

specifically excludes “… fancy dress, of textiles, of 

Chapter 61 or 62” from that Chapter.  

5. In Loblaws, the Tribunal considered the expression “of 

Chapters 61 or 62” to impose a condition rather than 

specifying where “fancy dress” should be classified. 

6. Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding 

System Explanatory Note (A)(3) to heading 95.05 specifies 

that the heading includes “Articles of fancy dress, e.g., 

masks, false ears and noses, wigs, false beards and 

moustaches…”.  However, it also states that “… the 

heading excludes fancy dress of textile materials, of 

Chapter 61 or 62”. 

7. It is clear that certain “articles of fancy dress” 

(costumes) are considered to be goods of Chapter 95 and 

others are not. 

8. In Loblaws, the Tribunal indicated that durability was a 

factor in determining whether or not the goods were apparel 

of the type for provided for in Chapters 61 and 62. 

Tariff Classification of Costumes 

9. The costumes classifiable in Chapters 61 and 62 are 

distinguished from those classifiable in Chapter 95 by the 

nature of the goods. 
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10. Costumes that by design and manufacture are intended 

to be comparable in quality and value to articles of clothing 

(e.g., theatrical and rental costumes) are classified in 

Chapter 61 or 62, as appropriate, and excluded from 

Chapter 95 by the application of Note 1(e) to that Chapter.  

11. Other costumes that are generally perceived as 

intended, or perhaps even designed, to be worn or used once 

(e.g., Halloween or Christmas costumes) are classified in 

Chapter 95 (tariff item 9505.90.00), even if they may 

sometimes be worn or used more than once. 

Additional Information 

12. For certainty regarding the tariff classification of a 

product, importers may request an advance ruling. Details 

on how to make such a request are found in CBSA 

Memorandum D11-11-3, Advance Rulings for Tariff 

Classification, which is found on the CBSA Web site at: 

www.cbsa.gc.ca/publications/dm-md/d11-eng.html. 

13. For more information, within Canada call the Border 

Information Service at 1-800-461-9999. From outside 

Canada call 204-983-3500 or 506-636-5064. Long distance 

charges will apply. Agents are available Monday to Friday 

(08:00 – 16:00 local time/except holidays). TTY is also 

available within Canada: 1-866-335-3237. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/publications/dm-md/d11/d11-11-3-smr-eng.html
http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/publications/dm-md/d11-eng.html
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Services provided by the Canada Border Services Agency 

are available in both official languages. 
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