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To His kbcceüeacy the Governor General in Cou acil,

14AY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENGY,$
',de,, the Co=3sioners p appointed in accordance with the terms of an Order in

Cc unc3.Z dated the 18th day of February A .D. 1958 .9 to inqu ixe into and report on:

(a) the desirability of e stablish ing a ne w band of Indians
in accordance with the provisions of paragraph (a) of
subsection (1) of Section 17 of the Indian Act composed
of those Indiana residiYa. g . on Se.aW;rd ]:sland 3n t he
Province of British Columbia;

(b) the reserve lands- .and funds .which_ should, . in accordance .
with subsection (2) of Section 17 of the Indian Act, be
held for the use and benefit of such a new band if it is
established .

Beg to submit to Your Excellenay the fo3low3n,g report :

IT IS RECOMSUED:

1. There be established a new band of Indians in
accordance with the provisions of para,graph (a) of subsection (1) of Section

17 of the Indian Act composed of those Indians presently residing on Seabird

Island in the Province of British Coltudbia .
2 . (a) That all the reserve lands knowan as Seab lrd Island

be held for the use and benefit of the - newly established band.
3* (b) That the funds , both capital and revenuev known

as Seabird Island .A.ccountp be divide d, as of the date of the establishment of

the new band v on a manibership per capita basis,, be~tween the following bands,

that 3s to say: Hope, Chara~l, Peters p Popkuuaa Ska'oah].ook,p Union :Bar' Yale

and the newly ,establ3shed baxid,

(c) That any member of the Hope j, Chamil' Peters~ ' Fopkuxd'

52mwahlookp Union Bar and Yale Dands p may within two years from the date of the

establishment of the nY3w band transfer to and enjoy frLll membership in the

newly estab:Lished band.
The Commission held hearings at Seabird Island on the 27th day of

Nla.rch, 1958., and the 19th, 20th and 21~th days of June and met in New Westminster

on August 11th and 18th, 1958. Notice of the Commission hearings were sent by

the Indian Department to all Bands ooncernod. The he a- rings wore well attended
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and the Commissioners encouraged all parties to give any testimony or

submission they wished to sabmit. The Co mission received the fullest
co-operation from the Indian Department, and all relevant documents and

files were made available to the Commission by the Department.

We enclose a transcript of the proceedings ., together with the

exhibits that were submitted and entered .

C_ on¢n3.ssioner Oscar Peters int;i,mated that he would be submitting a

minority report but it has not come to hand.

All of which is respectfully submitted .
nATED this 25th day of August 1958.

" Ceo. L . Cassady

George L. Cassady' .,haixrman

"Vincent Harris "
, Chief Vincent Harris, Carmnissioner.



Of

His Exaellsncy, Governt r General of 0sinadai
The Federal Gaverruaent of Canadap
House of Parliament,
Cittawa, Canada.
Honourable Ecclesiastic servants to Her Most (~rac~.ous i~Ia jesty, the Qu,een.

As one of The Comnissionera by Order -in-Counc i1. P.C . 1958 - 281 A.D. To
inquire into the possibility to constitute a New Band at Seabird Island
Indian Reserve pursuant to Sec. 17, - Subsec. 1 Paragraph (a) of the Ind.,an
Act.

Z. . Indianss on Seabird Island Indian Reserve be cunstituted a Bands
fully appro r4red by the Seven Bands who own that Reserve .

2. Said Seven Bands, 7Cale, Union }3ar, Hope Skowahlook, Oh amrel,
Peters and Popkum, still retain their common interest on that

Reserve, as it is Our Great Inheritance *
3. Seabird Island Capita.] . Fund be maintained Intact as the Reserve,

but release the Revenue Fund to the newly constituted Band as,
the case maybe, for the development of their wel.fare, habitation
and far, -.i ixrtpl .ements.

4. Any of the members of said Seven Bands who desire to take up land
on Seabird I~~1arid Reserve be admissible at all t3mas,f as was the
purpose established by Our A.ncestcrs .

5. The evidence of findings of the Inquiry session be ignored on

P.O. Box ~b; ~o~â; B àAugust 26tb~, 195 o

the grounds of too many omissions and alterations whether

deliberately or error, but on behalf of thos a concerned, I

personally do not accept it, it therefore, be tabled until such
time there be ' :Lns tituted by P arl3ament, a Royal Commission to

investigate all problems confronting the Nativë Indian of D. C.

as was requested by the Trxdian: Delegation at the Conference with
officials of the Indian Affaira Branch of the Department of

Citizenship _.ar,d ImaJ4rax-ions. ._ at Vancouver, D .C.p April 15th to

18th, 1958 A• D•

The Seven Bands shall constantly stand on Their Petition of The Tenth Day

of May, 1958, A.D. Thank you.

Yours tru,lys

Ch :Lef Oscar D . Peters .

110 .D. Peters tr


