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Looking across the audience at the Alberta Business

Awards of Distinction  Gala on February 19 th a t

Edmonton’s Shaw Conference Centre was like

looking at a sea of who’s who in the Alberta

business community.  Award finalists in 14

categories, along with business, community and

government leaders, were on hand to celebrate

the success and contributions of the province’s

business community.   In part icular,  to

recognize the accomplishments of companies

whose innovative ideas are developing a

strong business community in our province.

As sponsor  of  the Export Award of

Distinction for five years, Western Economic

Diversification Canada (WD) has a strong interest in

helping western Canadian and Alberta businesses succeed

in export markets.  It offers a pragmatic and business-like

approach to supporting business in the West, including

those businesses that make a commitment to

strengthening Canada’s trade potential throughout

the world.

Alberta  businesses are  showcasing their

innovation, expertise and technology to the

world.  And smaller exporters are celebrating

their  success in both establ ished and

emerging markets.  They are driving the

province’s economic growth and prosperity.

In 2003, three successful Alberta exporters

were waiting to hear their name called as

winner of the Export Award of Distinction – BioWare

Corp., Guest-Tek and Matrikon Inc.

Continued on Page 2
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“And the winner of the 2003 Western Economic
Diversification Canada Export Award of Distinction is
Matrikon Inc.,” announced David Gates, WD Acting Alberta
Region Assistant Deputy Minister.

Matrikon Inc. has taken its Alberta know-how and innovation
in industrial information technology solutions and delivered
it to a diversified world marketplace – from oil and gas, energy
and utilities, to forestry, chemicals, metals, mining and
discrete manufacturing.

Innovative IT solutions help customers streamline plant
operations and maximize profitability.  Industrial data
acquisition and storage strategies.  Data analysis and decision
support systems.  Data connectivity and Web-delivered data
technologies.  Matrikon exports all three of its product lines:
Process Suite, Connectivity Suite and Mx Suite
(Manufacturing eXcellence).

The company opened its doors in Edmonton in 1988, and
expanded with offices in Calgary and Fort McMurray.  The
Alberta process and manufacturing plant market, however,
was severely limited when compared to the potential of the
global marketplace.

Matrikon grew beyond its Alberta-only focus through an
aggressive export market entry strategy.  By building up a

customer base through partnerships with vendors and
agents or resellers with region-specific experience and
exposure, the company
now boasts worldwide
sales .   Since 1998,
branch off ices  have
opened in Vancouver,
Toronto, New York,
St. Louis, Houston,
Brisbane and Melbourne
dedicated to specific
clients in their  area.
Sales offices have been
established in Quebec
City,  Cleveland,
Denver, Sydney and in
Saudi Arabia.

President  and CEO
Nizar J. Somji noted
that Matrikon’s biggest
chal lenge has  been
sending its employees to
perform work in other countries, particularly the U.S.
Completing projects is extremely important to the
company’s continued success, but if an employee is denied
access, it costs Matrikon both in lost revenue and reduced
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client confidence.  The company is working with U.S.
officials to smooth over the process.

Matrikon has achieved
14 consecutive years of
growth and profitability.
Export sales alone
accounted for 81 per cent
of the company’s total
sales in 2002.  Building
on this success, the
company’s long-term
plans are guided by four
thrusts — technological
a d v a n c e m e n t ,
complementary services,
geographic and vertical
industry expansion.

Somji indicated that
being based in Alberta is
a competitive advantage,
with ready access to top-

notch graduates and employees that have a work ethic and
dedication that is without comparison.  The company provides
opportunities for young engineering grads in the new and
growing field of ‘smart-plant’ technology.  It maintains close

ties with academic centres for this reason.  It sponsors the
Matrikon Industrial Research Chair in Computer Process
Control at the University of Alberta.  And, it is helping to
guide program content in the NAIT Computer Engineering
Technology program.

If you would like more information about the IT solutions
offered by Matrikon Inc. ,  call  (780) 448-1010 or
1-877-MATRIKON, or  vis i t  their  Web si te  a t
www.matrikon.com.

Western Economic Diversification Canada congratulates
Matrikon Inc., as well as the other nominees and finalists
for the Export Award, for their accomplishments in
reaching worldwide markets and sharing their success with
Alberta.

port Award of Distinction to Matrikon Executive
CEO Nazir Somji (R).

To top off this exciting evening, Matrikon Inc. was

also honored with the prestigious Premier’s Award

of Distinction — the highlight of the night.  Finalists

in all award categories are eligible and considered

for this award.  This Award recognizes outstanding

achievement and companies that are highly involved

in their communities.



Albe

SAIT – Flying the S

I N N O V A T I O N

WESTERN ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION CANADA

Throughout its 70-year history in aviation training, research
and innovation, the Aviation Division at the Southern
Alberta Institute of Technology (SAIT) has prepared
thousands of students for high demand, technical positions
within the industry.  Because the Institute has set standards
of excellence in aircraft maintenance engineering, aircraft
structures and avionics technology throughout the country, it
seems only natural that SAIT would be the first school in
Canada to locate its world-class aeronautical training facility
at the Calgary International Airport, with a hangar large
enough for a Boeing 737-size aircraft.

The Aero Centre for Training and Technology (ACTT),
located in a new 110,000 square foot facility, will initially
house existing aviation diploma/certificate programs.
Eventually, other programs will be added, including innovative
post-graduate and industry-driven endorsement programs
designed to meet specific needs of private sector companies.

SAIT is working together with a number of groups to develop
the Aero Centre, one of which is Western Economic
Diversification Canada (WD).  WD is contributing $3 million
towards the facility, the first of its kind in Canada to offer
this breadth and depth of industry training.  Other partners
include the Province of Alberta, the Calgary Airport
Authority, Air Canada and WestJet, and numerous other
industry partners.  The final cost, shared amongst the partners,
will be $22 million.

by Laura McNabb

Slated for completion in 2004, the Aero Centre will be a
valuable investment in Canada’s aerospace/aviation industry.
It will support the education needs of an ever-growing airline
and aviation repair industry and will prove a significant
economic driver for Alberta and the rest of the country.  It is
expected to generate up to $147.1 million in spending, an
estimated $44.6 million in labour income and 889 person years
of employment.  The Centre will also return an estimated
$14.6 million in taxes to the public coffers, and is expected
to attract many highly specialized aeronautical organizations
to the region.

“Our culture of partnering with employers inspires those with
whom we develop and offer training,” said SAIT President
and CEO Irene Lewis.  “SAIT only embarks upon initiatives
such as the Aero Centre once we understand industry’s
personnel needs, how they are likely to change in the coming
years, and how SAIT can provide industry with the
sophisticated training and necessary technological support
required to further the sector’s growth.”

That is, in fact, the driving force behind the Aero Centre – a
chance to capitalize on the needs of businesses and
organizations throughout the international aviation
community by refining the programs offered to students.
SAIT has a strong understanding of those needs and can
deliver the classroom and hands-on training necessary for
the success of both employees and employers.
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Calgary is an ideal location for a facility like the ACTT.
Traffic through the Calgary International Airport has
increased 22 per cent over the last year, and further increases
are expected in years to come.  In response, the airport is part
of an extensive expansion program set at $480 million over
the next 20 years.  The high volume of travelers using the
facility and the corresponding increase in air traffic means
that students working at the Aero Centre will be able to
experience first hand the demands and requirements of the
industry.

Graduates of programs will be employed with major
airlines, aircraft manufacturers, aircraft repair facilities
and in research and development work.  Current demands
for pre-employment programs in this sector far exceed
SAIT’s capacity.  Construction of the Aero Centre will
double enrollment, and meet both student and industry
demands.

Pressures for specialization and depth will continue to grow
as global competition increases.  The Aero Centre for Training
and Technology is a prime example of what can happen when
innovation takes wing!

For more information, contact Guy Mallabone at SAIT at
(403) 284-8468 or visit their Web site at:  www.sait.ab.ca/
academicsupport/centres/aerocentre.

Preliminary drawings of the new SAIT Aero Centre for Training and
Technology to be located at the Calgary International Airport.
Drawings courtesy of SAIT Aero Centre.
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by Carmen Carvajal

Scientists throughout Alberta are working zealously to unlock
the secrets of life sciences research to save lives and boost
important economic sectors such as farming and forestry in
Canada, and around the world.

Their work spins around the emerging ‘platform technologies’
of proteomics, genomics and bioinformatics.  And key to their
work is the interaction and support they have through the
Alberta Network for Proteomics Innovation (ANPI).

ANPI links scientists and researchers working at the
universities of Alberta, Lethbridge and Calgary and other
affiliated institutions across the province.  “The role of ANPI
is to coordinate and build genomics, proteomics and
bioinformatics research capacity and excellence in Alberta,”
said Peter Freeman, ANPI’s executive director.
“Collaborative work will help us speed up the rate at which
we can make scientific discoveries and important
contributions to the economy and society.”

New technologies will help unlock the secrets of the cell

Rapid advances in genomics – the identification,
characterization and mapping of genes in any organism –  have
kicked off a revolution in life sciences in recent years.  The
best known example of genomics success is the mapping of
the human genome that was completed in record time by
teams of private and public sector scientists.

Genes regulate proteins, the components of cells essential
for the body to function.  The progress made in genomics has

also boosted proteomics, the
study of these proteins.  By
looking at the functions and
interactions of proteins
contained in living organisms,
researchers gain a better overall
understanding of cells and life
forms – an understanding that
could accelerate further
scientific discoveries.

But, to combine and interpret the
huge amount of data emerging
from their work in proteomics
and genomics, researchers now
rely on another emerging
discipline, bioinformatics.

Setting the stage for the “post-
genomics” research era

The revolutionary technologies in life sciences research have
created a demand for new infrastructure, training and
interdisciplinary work.  Since its creation in 2000, ANPI has
taken the lead to address these demands.

Western Economic Diversification Canada (WD) and the
Alberta Science Research Authority (ASRA) provided ANPI
with $16 million to help Alberta universities develop world-
class facilities and obtain the technologies required for
proteomics, genomics and bioinformatics research.

Researcher exploring a walk-in 3-D mode
Sun Center of Excellence for Visual Geno
Photo courtesy of ANPI.

I N N O V A T I O N
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This funding was crucial to the
establishment of The Institute of
Biomolecular Design (IBD) at
the University of Alberta, the Sun
Center of Excellence for Visual
Genomics at the University of
Calgary, and the Biostructural
Centre at the University of
Lethbridge.  ANPI has also
helped upgrade research facilities
at the universities of Calgary and
Lethbridge, and leveraged over
$50 million in funding for
research.

ANPI encourages researchers to
establish new programs in
Alberta, and supports the
development and operation of
core research facilities.  It also
encourages discussion and

collaboration among researchers in the fields of chemistry,
physics, mathematics, computing science and biology.

Impact on life sciences research environment

Research spearheaded by ANPI could have a major impact
in at least three economic sectors in Alberta:

• Healthcare:  research may help develop more effective
treatments for cancer, cardiac, vascular and respiratory

disease, muscle and neurological disease, and other
disorders that have strong genetic components.

• Agriculture:  research may help improve crop growth
rates, as well as the nutritional value of grains, vegetables
and fruits.

• Forestry:  research may help increase growth rates and
pulp content in trees, and enhance their efficiency for
reforestation.

“ANPI will help strengthen emerging clusters and promote
economic development in non-traditional sectors such as
biotechnology and pharmaceuticals,” said Stephen Owen,
Secretary of State for Western Economic Diversification.  “It
will also help Alberta to train, keep and attract top scientists,
which is critical to the development of robust economic
clusters.”

Over the next three years, ANPI estimates that it could
contribute to the creation of at least 150 new positions for
academic staff, graduate students and technical and support
personnel.

Life sciences is gradually becoming a more significant
element of Alberta’s economy.  ANPI’s proactive
collaboration and dialogue with researchers and national and
international organizations, industry and the public will ensure
that research, development and commercialization in the field
translate into tangible benefits for Alberta, and Canada.

For more information about ANPI, contact (403) 210-9532
or visit their Web site at: www.anpi.ca.

del of the human heart in the CAVE at the
omics, University of Calgary.
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Creating a strong and fruitful economy in
southeastern Alberta is underway with the
development of a coordinated economic
development strategy for Medicine Hat and the
Palliser Region.

Spearheaded by the Palliser Economic
Partnership and the City of Medicine Hat, the
collaborative plan will outline strategies to attract
business and investments to the area.  The
Regional Economic Development Strategy
will actively engage all 16 communities, rural
municipalities and special areas in the region
committed to improving and expanding
economic development in southeastern Alberta.

Western Economic Diversification Canada is
providing support in this innovative regional
development initiative that emphasizes
collaboration between community, government
and industry.

The strategy is the first step in identifying and
implementing an action plan to further strengthen
and diversify the economy of Medicine Hat and
communities throughout the Palliser Region.  It
will look specifically at expanding existing
businesses and industry clusters, attracting new
economic opportunities and foreign investment.

by Linda Lee

Economic Development Strategy in
Place for the Palliser Region

The scope of this regional initiative will create
much-needed economic interdependencies
amongst businesses, resources and communities
in southern Alberta.  In addition, the project will
assist the region in improving innovation
infrastructure and linkages in sectors of strategic
importance to the region and Western Canada,
including:  business development and
entrepreneurship, technology commercialization,
urban development and innovative communities.

“Many factors effect the ability of communities
to access and take advantage of opportunities for
economic growth,” explained WD Secretary of
State Stephen Owen.  “This initiative is an
example of WD’s work with urban and rural
communities to address economic and
community development and implement
activities promoting sustainability.”

The strategy is expected to be complete by late
2003 and an action plan will be put into place by
early 2004.

For more information on the Regional Economic
Development Strategy, visit:

www.medicinehat.ca or
www.palliseralberta.com, or call toll-free:

1-888-4 THE HAT (484-3428).

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

Photo courtesy of the Palliser
Economic Partnership.


