SEPTIC
SYSTEM
MAINTENANCE

A GUIDE FOR HOMEOWNERS

Youer simple step-by step guide
to septic systems maintenance and

trouble-shoofing.



How Septic

A Conventional
Gravity Flow Sewage
Disposal System

There are many types of septic systems used
around the province. Depending on location and soil con-
dition, homeowners may use treatment plants, sand
filters, pumps or siphons. The treatment principals are
generally the same in all systems.

In conventional systems, waste water from sinks,
tubs and toilets flush out of the house into a tank
that separates and stores the solids. Bacteria help to
break down some of the heavier sludge and floating
scum, but the rest accumulates in the tank until it is
pumped out.

The partially treated waste water (or effluent) flows

% Recommended Septic Tank Capacity:

=N, 3 bedroom house

ystems Work

S1zE AND DIMENSIONS:
The average septic tank requires a space about
10 ft.x 10 ft. The disposal (or drain) field should be 30
ft. x 50 ft. or larger, with an additional area of similar size
held in reserve in case of drainfield failure. The drain-
field must have 4 ft. of good native
soil from the surface to the water table or hardpan and
a minimum of 2 ft. vertical separation from
trench bottom to the water table or

impervious material such as hardpan.

1 - 2 bedroom house 750 gallons
1000 gallons
4 bedroom house 7200 gallons

from the tank into a distribution box that evenly divides
the discharge into a network of pipes that lie buried
in gravel-filled trenches in the drainfield. Small holes in
each pipe allow waste water to seep through the gravel,
then into the soil. As effluent trickles through the soil, any
remaining particles are removed by natural filtration and
bacterial action. When waste water finally reaches the
water table , it has been treated and cleansed.

If waste water doesn't get the full treatment contami-
nants can leach into the ground water
our wells , or drain directly into G
or our own backyard!

that supplies
lakes, streams -



= HAVE YOUR TAMK PUMPED
EVERY 3 TO 5 YEARS. Septic systam
professionals should inspact the enting System -
figld, distribulion Dox and pump Chamders.

= Hnow where your sysiam is Keep a
photo or map and mainlenance reconds.

= [Bo salety consclous when checling
yaur system. Waitch for heswy lank covers, sewer
QAsEs and raw Sewane.

= Practice water conssnsation by usang
low flush toilets, water saving faucels
and shower heads, dishwashers only
when full — your systam will lasl longsr.

#*  Take hazardous wasies 1o approved
disposal cenlres

=  Plant grass on your draindiald rather than
trees ar shrubs. Water sparingly.

= Divierd rool, patio and drivesey menof
away from e drainfield. Keep Sump pumps,
hilbsicke runodl and foundation drains eay from
the syatem as well.

= Protect the resenid dramnlieid area.

»  Ensure thal your system is klerge enough
for wour needs. Garburetors pul el pressure on
the systam. 5o do addiional bedrooms or suites.

= Contact your Iocal public health agency
for permits for repairs, improvements, nstallaions
ared lurlher mlormation.



ONGOING

Care

Maintenance

Pure waarer & impoaant i the guealin
4 like we eniow in Brtish Columbia. How we
(s O] wWishe wler O Weve s ol il i enecial
o the health of aur Bmilies and our comimunities
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{or sepiic) systems use natusal rreatment aned
fleraticon tor clean weaste watee bebore it s disperscd
]

uinclergroand
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they e efficient; inexpensive o maintain and

crvironmmentalby frendby: when they Gail, they canss
odowars, weater pallution and maor expens:
W properdy mainmining scwage disposal

wysbems, homeosyners play o signilicant rode in TYPFICAL SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION

clecting our health andd namral rescurces,

The kay 1o a heallhy saplic systam is o protect
thva fank and grainfield from becoming clogged
with solics. This means having the tank pumped
regularly, conserving waber and keeping hasmiul
material cut of the systam.

A plugged tank of dspegal held can cause
sawage to back up into the house or seap info the
anvircamenl. This can present & health azand and
e very expensive to repair or repface. it is importznt
1o walch Tor signs hal vour system may be lailing,

= slow or backed up drains
= patches of lush growth over the
drainfield
= unpleasant edours around the yard
+ sewage surfacing on lawns or
in ditches



= Don't put non-degradables down sinks or
toilats. Ma cigareiies, diapers, hair, graase, cat litter,
coffea grounds, sto.

= Dont use commercial ssphic tank additives;
they are unnecessary, expensie and may cause
pedluticn,

*  Daont use excessive amounts of bleach or
kitchen sobvents.

¢ Daon't powr harmiful chemicals down waur
craing: ra paint, kerosene, sohents, anifresze, gas,
cil, hericides or pesticlidas, These can leach inko
groundwabar and  poison the emvirooament.

= Dan'l sleess the System with mulliple
lzundry loads on one day.

»  [Dwon't discharge water softening devicas
into the syslem.

»  Don't park or drive on your drainfield,
Qulbuildings, patios or pools can compact the soil,
crush pipes and reducs asroblc action in the
clrainfieh,

= Dol saberate gour drainfield with
automatic sprinkling.



Maintenance Record

DATE WORK DONE CONTRACTOR

Map your Home

Plot the position of your septic system in relation
fo your site & home for quick reference
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