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There was & further substantial contrnction in activity in the major
industrial groups at the beginning of February, lowering the advance index number
of employment to 191.3. The Jan. 1 figure, also on the 1926 base ms 100, was
196.0. Abnormal wemather conditions, particularly in British Columbia, contributed
to the dcwnward movement, which is in accord with the trend shown at Feb, 1 in
eight of the years since 1938. The latest percentage loss, which amounted to
2.4 p.c., was quite similar to that indicnted at Feb. 1, 1948, when the situation
rad also been affected by unusudl climatic conditions. The index number then
stood at 189.3., The most recent figure is the highest in the record for midwinter.

Curtailment ns compared with a month earlier was reported in all
provinces. The declines in this comprrison varied from 1.5 p.c. in Ontario and
1.8 pece in Quedec, to 5.5 p.c. in British Columbia, ¢.9 p.c. in Saskatchewan,
and 7.8 p.c. in Prince Edwnrd Island. The indicated levels of employment at
Feb. 1, were higher in Quedbec, Ontario, Manitobe, and Alberta then at the same
date of last year, dbut in the remaining provinces they were lower. Industrially,
the advance tabulations indicate thet employment generally in manufacturing was
in practically the same volume as nt Jan. 1, although there were widespread
variations in different branches of the industry. Logging, construction and trade
reported substantial reductions in most provinces.

In spite of the falling-off in employment at the beginning of February,
there was an increasse of 1.5 p.c. in the weekly salarles and wages disbursed dy
the co-operating establishments as compared with the holidny week of Jan. 1, while
as compared with Feb. 1 of last winter, there was a gain of 11.8 p.c. in the
latest index number of weekly payrolls. The a?vance figure of average weekly
earnings in the eight major industrinl groups’/at the beginning of February, 1949,
was $42.77, as comprred with $41.10 at Jan. 1, and $3%8.63 at Feb. 1, 1948,

The advance index of employment in manufacturing in Canada at Feb. 1
wae 202.7, unchanged from the Jan. 1 figure. At the beginning of February of
last year the index was slightly lower, at 200.7. The expenditures in weekly
salaries and wages in the larger manufacturing establishments rose by 4.3 P.Ce
as compared with Jan. 1, when the situation had been affected by the year-end
holidays, inventories, etc. The index number of payrolls wms 13,1 p.c. above
that at Feb., 1, 1948. The earnings of persons employed by the larger manu-
facturing establishments at Feb. 1, 1949, averaged 3h4.11, as compared with
$42.28 at Jan. 1, 194e, $43.72 at Dec. 1, 1948, and $39.38 at Feb. 1, 1948. The
latest figure 1s the highest in the record.

1/See footnote on pege 2.
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Advance Indexes™ of Fmployment at Feb. 1, with Comparisons as at

Jan. 1, 1349, and Feb. 1, 19u48.

(1026=100)
Area Vel 1. 194 Japl D, 1946 Fenn 1, 198
Prince Edward Island 139.9 115 lofe 170.2
Nova Scotia 172.% L7ee 182.4
New Brunswick 16U,h 17746 177.4
Quebec Lol 7 198.2 193%.6
Ontario 203.1 206.1 108.6
Mani toba 1572 162.4 152.6
Saskatchewan 7@ 158.0 148,73
Alverta 197.4 201 /8 167.4
British Columbia 181.8 192.4 190.3
Canada - Eight Leading Industries 191.3 196.0 183.3
Canada - Manufacturing 202.7 202.7 200,7

1/The above data are based on the advance tabulation of statistics
received from establishments usually emplcying 15 persons and over
in the following major industrinl divisions: manufacturing, logeing,
mining, communications, transportatlon, construction and maintenance,
trade and certain service groups, mainly hotels, restaurants and
laundries and dry-cleaning plants. The figures are subject to
change, as a result of the arrival of revised or delayed returns
during the period of tabulation. The monthly bulletin giving 1in
some detril the latest statistics of employment, payrolls and
average earnings will be issued some days hence.
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