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ADVANCE STATEMENT ON EMPLOYMENT AND WEEKLY PAYROLLS, AT JAN. 1, 1951.

Attention is drawn to the fact that this is the
first release of index numbers of emplsyment and vayrolls
computed on 1939 as 100, from 10w on to be used exclusively
as the base period in the series. A bulletin shortly to
be issued recapitulates index numbers on that base for
the years, 19”7-50, and groups industries according to
the Standard Industrial Clsssific=tisn.

Employment in the major non-agricultural industriesl/ throughout Canada
showed an important falling-off. at Jan. 1, in accordiance with the movement

indicated at that date in each of the years for which i1at2 are available. Based
on the 1939 average as 100, the a2dvance index number, =2t 175.3, was 2.2 p.c.
lower than at Dec. 1, 1950, but was 7.0 p.c. higher than at Jan. 1, 1950. The
latest figure is the meximum so far recorded for the time of year.

Reduced industrial activity was indicated in 21l provinces. In most areas,
the contractions were somewhat below-average for the beginning of January in the
experience of recent years. Industrially, there was widespread curtailment =zs
compared with a month earlier; the lnsses in employment in counstruction 2ad
manufacturing were particularly important. In general, however, the decreases
were rather less than usual for the time »f year.

The decline of 5.0 p.c. reported in the payroll disbursements of the
larger industrial establishments for the holiday week of Jan. 1 2s compared with
the week of Dec. 1, was rather less than that recorded in the same comparison
12 months ago. As compared with Jan. 1, 1950, there was 2 gain of 14.U4 s.c. in
the latest general index number of weekly payrolls. The average weekly wages
and salaries in the major industrial groups at the beginning of January, 1951,
stood at $45.31, as compared with the all-time high of $46.63 indicated a month
earlier, and $M2.33 at Jan. 1, 1950; in 1929, employees of the co-aoverating
firms had received an average of $23.44. quring the year.

The advance index of employment in manufacturine in @anads 2t Jan. 1 was
182.4, a reduction of 1.6 pec. from Dec. 1; 2s compared with the beginning of
January of last year, there was an increase of 6.7 p.c. The expenditures in
weekly wages and salaries in the larger manufacturing nlants showed the
reduction usual in the holiday week, falling by 5.3 n.c. from Dec. 1. This
loss was rather smaller than that reported 2t Jan. 1, 1950, when the index
number of payrolls was 15.2 pe.c. below the mnst recent ficure. The earnings
of persons employed by the co-operating manufacturers at Jan. 1, 1951,
averaged $U46.66, as compared with $48.51 at Dec. 1, 1950, and $43.26 2t
Jan. 1, 1950.

1
/See footnote on page 2.
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Advance Index Numbersl/ of Employment and Payrolls at Jon. 1, 1951, with Indexes
for the Preceding Month and & Year Ago.

(1939=100)
Employment Payrolls
Jan. 1 Dec. 1 Jan. 1 Jenly e .1, Jane L
Aresa 1951 1950 1550 1951 1950 1950
Prince Edwerd Islend 184.2  195.9 158.5 318.5 343.6  268.9
Nova Scotia 1g.g § 1526 437.1 26%.2 ' 2EZ.0 B3l
New Brunswick 188.8 184.1 169.8 363.8  364.8  314.0
Quebec 168, P+ Y1650 T ME1.1 128.7 34B.8  286.9
Ontario 1868 - 189.1. T173.3 361.4 3764 311.5
Manitobva 1718 - 'TTRioN " W77 296.8 313.6 275.0
Saskatchewan 14,9 150.9 139.0 263.5 272.8 243.8
Albverta 19751 . MELET 355.1  368.9  310.6
British Columbia 180..5 « 18R "1Je.9 332.6  362.8 294.2
Cansda - Composite Index 175.5' L1789d2¢ 163§ 338.6  3/6.3  295.9
Canada - Manufacturing 182.4  185.2  171.0 377.5  394.6  324.3

1/

The above data are based on an advance tabulation of statistics received
from establishments usually employing 15 persoms 2nd over, in the following
major industrial divisions: logging, mining, mznufacturing, construction,
transportation, storage a2nd communic=ztions, oublic utility operations, trade,
finance, insurance and real estate, and service, mainly hotels, restaurants,
laundries, dry cleaning plants, business and recreational services.

The monthly bulletin giving detailed statistics of employment,
payrolls and average earnings will be issued some days hence.
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Prepared in the Employment Section of the Labour and Prices Division.
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