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ADVANCE STATEMENT ON EMPLOYMENT AND WEEKLY PAYROLLS, FEBRUARY, 1954, 

(These data are subject to evision) 	THE 

There was a further substantial deoline in employment in the major non-agricul.-
tural industries at the beginning of February, when the seasonal loss of 2.7 p.o. from 
Jan. 1 was slightly greater than the reduction recorded in a aa.nilar oomparieon 12 months 
earlier. Based on the 1949 average as 100, the Feb. 1 index of employment, at 107000  
was 3.0 p.co below its position at the same date in 1953, previously the high point fo 
the time of year. The index number of pevrofls showed a sea8onal increase of 0.5 p.o. 
over the Jan, 1 figure, and was also fractionally higher than at Feb. 1 of last winter. 
The weekly wages and salaries averaged $58.12, the highest in the record, as compared 
with $56.56 in the holiday week of Jan. 1 and $56.72 at Feb. 1, 1953. Previously, 
the maximum per capita figure was $58.14, at Nov. 1, 1953. 

Employment was curtailed in all provinces as compared with a month earlier. 
Except in Saskatchewan, the levels were also lower than at Feb. 1 of last veer. The 
trend in weekly payrolls was upward as compared with Jan. 1 in New Brunswick, Quebec 
and Ontario, In New Brunswick, Ontario and the Prairie Provinces, the disbursements 
reported were greater than in the week of Feb. 1, 1953, but elsewhere showed a falling 
off. In all provinces except Saskatchewan the averages of weekly wages and salaries 
exceeded those reported for the holiday week of Jan. l and in all areas were higher 
than at Feb. 1 of last year. 

Employment generally was quieter in forestry, construction, transportation, 
storage and conmiunications, public utility operation, trade and the service industries 
included in the monthly surveys. The losses in staffs in trade, construction and 
transportation were pronounced, conforming to the seasonal patern. Mining showed 
improvement, largely due to resumption of operations in certain Ontario metal nurse 
following settlement of prolonged industrial disputes. There was a slight increase 
in employment in manufacturing, in which the amounts disbursed in weekly payrolls rose 
by 4.0 p.o, from the week of Jan. 1. The latest index of payrolls was fraotionally 
lower than at Feb. 1, 1953, accompanying a decline of 3.5 p.co in the employment 
index. The weekly wages and salaries reported in this group of industries averaged 
$60.47 at Feb. 1, the highest in the record, slightly exoeeding the previous maximum 
of $60 929 at Dec. 1, 1953. As compared with the holiday week of Jan. 1, 1954, there 
was an increase of 3.8 p.00 in the weekly average. 

Prepared in the Employment Section of the Labour and Prices Division. 
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Advance Index Numb e rsl/ of Thnployment and Payrolls at Feb. 1, 1954 w  with Indexss 
for the Preceding Month and a Year Ago. (1949100) 

Enolovment Pavrol].s -- - 

Feb. 1 Jan0 1 Feb • 1 Feb, 1 Jan. 1 Feb • 1 
Area 1954 1954 1953 1954 1954 1953 

Newfoundland 113.8 125.4 125.3 165.5 173.6 173. 
Prince Edward island 96.4 10516 110 1 8 128, 135 1 8 145 0 2 
Nova Scotia 95.6 97 0 5 102.0 126,2 126,2 13105 
New Brunswick 97,8 99 1 7 100,6 129.5 12815 129.4 
Quebec 105.8 10811 110.3 144,1 143.0 146.2 
Ontario 110,6 112.3 113,1 251.7 148.9 149.6 
Manitoba 100,9 104,7 104 1 0 132,7 13494 13008 
Saskatchewan 109.2 115,9 106.2 144.8 15 0 8 134,7 
Alberta 118.4 12417 32116 159.5 162 1 1 156.2 
British Columbia 97,7 103.2 10110 134.1 139.5 136.2 

Canada - Composite Index 	107.0 	10909 	1100 	146.0 	145 03 	1450 

Canada - Manufacturing 	10811 	108.0 	11199 	14994 	143.7 	149.7 

Ave rage Weekly V1ae s and Sa1are a 

Feb. 3. Jan, 3. Feb. 1 
1954 1954 	- 1953 

Newfoundland 54.61 151.97 $52.77 
Prince Edward Island 44081 43.23 44•37 
Nova Scotia 49.36 48.41 48.74 
New Brunswick 50,3.2 48,78 49,08 
Quebec 56.17 54.03 54641 
Ontario 60.72 58.67 58 0 91 
Manitoba 56.06 54,62 53,74 
Saskatchewan 54 0 92 55,01 52.71 
Alberta 59,86 57,77 57,50 
British Colbia 62,64 61.67 61.65 

Canada - Composite figure 58,42 56,56 56,72 

Canada - Manufacturing 60.47 58.24 53,82 

The above data are based on an advance tabulation of statistics received from 
estab1ishnients usually emploring 15 persons and over, in the following znajo0 
industrial divisionst logging, mining, nanufacttiring, construction, transpor'Gation, 
storage and coxmuunications, public utility oporatons, trade, finance, insurance 
and real estate, and service, nainly hotels, restauante, 1aund:ies, dry cleaiizig 
plants, business and recreational services. 

The monthly bulletin giving detailed statistics of enp1oment. payrollki  
and average earnings will be issued some days hence. 


