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ADVANCE STATEMENT ON EMPLOYMENT AND WEEKLY PAYROLLS, FEBRUARY, 1954,

(These data are subject to revision)

There was a further substantial decline in emplovment in the major non-agricule
tural industries at the beginning of February, when the seasonal losa of 247 pece from
Jane 1 was slightly greater than the reduction recorded in a ginilar comparison 12 months
earlier, Based on the 1949 average as 100, the Fehbe 1 index of employment, at 1070,
was 340 peCe below its position at the same date in 1953, previously the high point fow
the time of years The index number of pavrolls showed a seasonal increesse of 0.5 psCe
over the Jan, 1 figure, and was also fractionally higher than at Febe 1 of last winter,
The weekly wages and salaries averaged $58,42, the highest in the record, as conmpared
with $56.56 in the holidayv week of Jan. 1 and $56,72 at Feb. 1, 1953, Previously,
the maximum per capita figure was $58,14, at Nov., 1, 1953,

Employment was curtailed in all provinces as compared with a nmonth earlier,
Except in Saskatchewan, the levels were alsc lower than at Feb. 1 of last vears The
trend in weekly pavrolls was upward as compared with Jan. 1 in New Brumswick, Quebec
and Ontarioe. In New Brunswick, Ontario and the Prairie Provinces, the disbursements
reported were greater than in the week of Feb. 1, 19563, but elsewhere showed a falling
offe In all provinces except Saskatchewan the everages of weelly wages and salaries
exceeded those reported for the holiday week of Jan. 1, and in all areas were higher
than at Febe 1 of last year,

Emplovment generally was quieter in forestry, construction, transportatiom,
storage and comunications, public utility operation, trade and the service industries
included in the monthly survevs., The losses in staffs in trade, construction and
transportation were pronounced, conforming to the seasonal patterns Mining showsd
improvement, largely due to resumption of operaticns in certain Ontario meta’l mires
following settlement of prolonged industrial disputes, There was a slight increase
in employment in manufacturing, in which the amounts dishursed in veekly psvrolls rose
by 4¢0 pece from the week of Jan, 1lo The latest index of peyrolls was fractionally
lower than at Feb, 1, 1953, accompanyving & decline of 3¢5 pece in the emplovment
indexs The weekly wages and salaries reported in this group of industries averagsd
$60.,47 at Feb. 1, the highest in the record, slightly exceeding the previous maximum
of $60429 at Dec. 1, 19563, As compared with the holidav week of Jan. 1, 1954, there
was an increase of 3,8 poce in the weekly average.
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Advence Index Numbersl/ of Emplovment and Payroils at Feb. 1, 1954, wifth Indexes
for the Preceding Month and & Year Ago. (19498100)

Employment Payrolls
Febs 1 Jene 1 Febhe 1 Febe 1 Jdene 1 Febe 1
Ares, 1954 1954 19563 10564 1954 1953

Newfoundland 113,.8 125.4 226 &5 1655 17340 1757
Prince Edward 1sland 96 ¢4 10648 110,08 12844 13548 145,2
Nova Scotia 95,6 0765 102,0 12642 12652 131.5
New Brunswick 97,48 99,7 100,06 129,.5 12845 129.4
Quebec 105,8 108,47 11046 14447 143,0 146,2
Ontario 11046 112.,3 113.1 151,.7 14849 149.6
Manitoba 100,9 104 ,7 104,0 13247 13444 13068
Saskatchewan 108,2 115,9 10642 1448 153,38 134,7
Alberta 118,.4 1247 121.6 15965 62! 156.2
British Columbia 9747 103.2 101,0 13461 13945 136,42
Canada = Composite Index 107,60 109,69 11043 146,0 145,3 145,.6
Canada - Manufacturing 108,11 108,40 11,9 14904 143.7 149,7

Average Weeklv Vages and Salaries

Febe ) Ja.n. 1l Febe b

1954 1954 19563
Newfound land 056461  $51,97  $52.77
Prince Edward Island 44481 43423 4l g 37
Nove Scotia 49436 48,441 48 ¢ T4
New Brunswick 50412 48,478 49408
Quebec 56617 5403 5441
Ontario 60,72 58607 58691
Manitoba 56,06 54 452 53¢ 74
Saskatchewen 54402 55,01 $i% a1
Alberta 59486 5777 57 ¢50
British Columbia 624084 61467 61sG5
Canada - Composite figure 58 642 568456 56672
Canade = Manufacturing 60647 58 ¢ 24 53482

1/The above data are based on an advance tabulation of statistics received fron
establishments usually emploving 15 persons and over, in the following nmajor
industrial divisions: logging, mining, nanufecturing, construction, transportation,
storage and communications, public utility operations, trade, {inence, insurance
and real estate, and service, mainly hotels, restawsants, laund:ries, dry cleaning
plants, business and recreationanl servicese

The monthly bulletin giving detailed statistics of enployment, payvrolls
and average earnings will be issued some dayvs hences



