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ADVANCE STATEMENT ON EMPLOYMENT AND WEEXLY PAYROLLS,
FEBRUARY, 1955,

{T™ese data are subject to revisioan)

Empioment in the me jor non-agricultural industries showed a further substantial
decliine at the beginning of Febrinry, when the seasonal ios3 of 3¢0 p«.co from Jan. 1
was slizhtly larger than that iadicated in a similar comparison 12 months earlier.
Based on the 1949 average as 100, the Feb, 1 index of employment was 105,83, l.l ps2e
lowwr than at the same date in 1954, The index number of payrolls showsd & reduction
of 0e3 pPea from Jan. 1, but was a littls higher than at Feb. 1 of last winter, rising
by 1o7 pese in the interval. The weekly wages and salaries averaged $60.12, a maximum
for the resord, a3 compared with $58.49 in the holiday week of Jan., 1, and $5847 at
Feb., 1, 1954, Previoualys, the highest per capita figure was $59.78 at Nov. 1, 1954 .

On the whols, employmsnt in all provinces was at a lowsr level than a month
earlior, Industrial activity was also lsss than at Feb, 1 of last year in Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, Ontario, Manitoba and Saskatchewan., The declines were small, as were
the increases recorded in the remaining provinces except Newfoundland, where there was
no general change. The trend in weekly payrolls was upward as compared with Jan. 1 in
Ontario and Alberta; elsewhere, the disbursements reported were lower. In all provinces
ex2spt Newfoundland, Wova Scotia and Ontario, the latest payroll indexes exceeded those
at Feb, 1, 1954, The veriations in the 12 months were slight. In all areas, the average
weakly wagos and salaries wire highei than in the holiday week of Jan. 1, and in all
provinces except Newfoundland, were also higher than 12 months earlier.

Employment genarally was gquieter than at the beginniag of January in forestry,
mining, cons’ruction, transportation, storage and communications, public atility
operation, t~ade and in the service industries included in the monthly surveys. lLarge
reductions (a staffs warc roported in logging, trade, cons' ~uction and transpo.tation,
thoge in the last three being seasonal. There wers slight increases in employment in
the finance group and in manufacturing, in which the 1ndex of we=kly payrolls rose by
3.2 poto from the Jan. 1 figum, but was slightly lower than at Feb, 1, 1354, Since
then, the employmsnt index has fallsn by 4.3 pecs The wewily wages and salaries reported
in this group of indu:tries averaged $62.53 at Feb. 1, the highest in the record, slightly
exsoeding the previous maximun of $62,07 at Dec, 1, 1954, As compared with the holiday
week of Jan. 1, 1955, there was an increase of 2.8 p.c., in the weekly average.

Prepared in the Employmsnt Section of the labour and Prices Division.
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Advance Index Numhorsl/ of Employment and Payrolls, Febe i, 1955, with Indexes
for a Month und a Year Earlier. [19492100)
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Feb, 1 Jan. 1 Fedb, 1 Feb. L1 dJano. 1 Febo 1

Avrea 1956 1956 1964 1965 1966 1954

New ompd lend 13,4 123,85 il%.4 158,9 163.9  165.8
Pripoe Edward Island 96,7 103.2 96,0 122,7 133.8 127.6
Nova Scotia 91.6 96,8 95 .4 123.,1 185,00 126,.0
New Brunswick 96,5 102,90 97.6 133,.2 137.1 129.4
Quebec 105.8 109.7 106.7 148,7 150,1 144,8
Ontaric 107 .4 109,2 110,.8 161.9 151,0 152.1
Manitoba 100,82 103,95 1009 155 ,.6 136.8 133.3
Saskatchewan 108349 115,.8 109.5 1504 157,9 i45.2
Albarte 123,5  128.6 118.3 172,0 17i.1 1569.6
British Columbia 99,8 103.9 97,58 41,6 142 ,6 133.7
Canada = Composite Index 1065.8 109,1 107.0 148.7 149,2 14602
Canade - Manufacturing 103,86 103,2 108,3 148,1 143.5 1ib60.0

Average Weekly Wages and Salaries

Fab, 1 Jan, 1 Feb, 1

1955 1955 1954
Newfound land $52,56 $49.81 $54,90
Prince Edward Island 46,27 43,67 44,80
Nowe Scotia 50,27 48,28 49,45
New Brunswiok 52.21 50,37 50.15
Quebec 570 T4 668,19 56.26
Ontario 62 .58 61,20 60,76
Manitobxs 57,22 56,20 56 o 05
Saskatchewan 57,30 56 a4y 64,98
Albe ia 61,96 59,09 59,93
British Columbia 54,72 62.60 62,60
Canada - Composite Figure 60,12 58,49 58,47
Canada ~ Manufacturing 62,53 60,80 60,60

1/The above data are based on advance tabulations of statistics received from
esvablishments usually employing 15 persons and over, in the following ma jor
industrial divisions: logging, mining, manufacturing, construction, transportatior,
storage and communication, public utility operation, trade, finance, insurance and
real eatate, and service, mainly hote ls, restaurants, laundries, dry cleaning
plants, business and recreational services.

The monthly bulletin giving deteiled statistics of employment, payrolls and
average weekly earnings will be issued some days hence.



