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ADVANCE STATEMENT ON EMPLOYMENT AND WEEKLY PAYROLLS,
MARCH, 1955,

(These data are subject to revisiom)

The index number of industrial employment declined slightly at Mar, 1, in a
seasonal movement which continued the trend shown in the last 4 surmwys. At 105,86 on tre
1949 bane, the figure was 0.2 peso lower than at Feb, 1 end 0.9 p.c, lower than at Mar, 1,
1554, In spite of *the eausing in emplisyment, weekly payrolis rose by % p.c. iu the momth.
and by 1.8 p.c. in the 12 months, The pe: capita weekly wages and ealaries, standing at
$60.84, estublished a new high, The awsrage in the week of Febt. ) was $60,16, and that
at Mar, 1, 1954, $53,22,

Ou the whnale, industriel activity was moderstely less in all provinces except
Prince Fdward Island, On“airio and British Columbia, in which the reported staffs increesed
by 567 poces 0e8 pecs tad 049 poco, respactively, as compared with Feb, 1. Settlemsnt of
prolonged labour-management disputes in the automotive industiry wae an important factor
in the gain in Ontario, but other branches of manufacturing also afforded subztantially
more employmit. Virtually no gemeral change was reported in New Brunswick. Elsewhere,
the losses on the whols ranged from 0.4 pec. in Nova Scotia to 1.9 p.ce in both Manitoba
and Alberta, The reduction in Quebec was 1.1 peso, largely due to seasonsl curtaiiment
in forest:ry operations. The nou-manufacturing industries surweyed released worksrs .n
most areas, while there was widespread improvement in manufecturinge.

The weekly payrolls wwie higher than e month earlier in 6 of the provinces, and
in all but 2 aliro exvesded “hose reported for the week of Mar, 1, 1354, The per ocapita
earnings declines from Feb. 1, 1955, in Prince Edward Island and Alberta, but advanced in
the other provinces. Only in Newfoundland was the latest cmrage of wages and salarics
below its level a year ago, due in part to completion of certain largs engineering projects
which had iavolved much overtims worke

Employment in manufacturing showed considerable expawsina at Mare 1. The advance
index aumber, at 105.5, was 1.8 p.ce higher than at Feb, 1, but was 2.5 p.c. below the
Mar. 1, 1954, figure of 108,3. Resumption of work following tormination of strikes in
several industries, notably in motor wehicle plants, contributed o the gensral increass in
the diviaion, but the trend was upward in many industries not affected by work stoppagee.
The weekly payrolls disbursed by the so-uperating manufacturarsz on or ebout the date under
review were greater by 2,9 pe.c. than in the preceding survey, and slightly exceeded thoze
reported at Mar. 1 of last year. The weekly wages and salaries averaged $63.70, a new high,
as compared with the Feb, 1 per capita of $62.53, end that of $6i,13 at Mar, 1, 1074,
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Advence Index Numbersl/ of Employment and Payrolls at Mare. 1, 1955, with Indexes
for the Preceding Month and a Year Ago. (1949%100)

STATISTICS CANADA LIBRARY
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AN III!lllllll .
. Empl nt Paz‘rolls
101051!63
Mar, 1 Feb, 1 Mar. 1 Mar. 1 Febsa 1 Mar, 1
Area 1956 1956 1954 1955 1956 1954
Newfoundland 110,53 11349 1123 153,67 169,.2 169.2
Prince Edward Island 10744 A€ 7 L2 o4 18743 132,7 132.6
Nova Scotia 9l.3 9le7 9542 125,42 12544 X846
New Brunswick 96 o3 9603 96 .8 1373 133.0 131.5
Quebec 14 .6 106,7 105,2 149,2 148,.8 145,8
Ontario 108,2 10744 11042 154 .9 152 ,0 152 .8
Manitoba 9848 100,47 99,6 i3 o6 13545 131,7
Saskatchewan 106 ,0 107,.8 108.,7 14742 14845 146 ,0
Albe rta 121.4 123.7 119.4 1588 17209 163,56
British Columbia 100,8 39,8 3845 144 .2 141.8 138,.€
Canade - Composite Index 1056 .6 105,8 106 .6 150.3 148.8 147.6
Canada - Mapufacturing 106.5 103.6 10843 152 .6 148,42 161,.2
Average Veekly Wages and Salaries
llaro 1 Feb, 1 Mar, 1
19656 19565 1954
Newf ound land $54.17 852.43 $56.57
Prince Fdward Island 45,61 46,27 43.62
Nova Scctia 51.%2 50,36 50467
New Erunswick 53,83 52,21 51440
Quebec 58,60 57,78 56 489
Ontario 63033 62,61 61,36
Manitoba 57,97 5727 56 .29
Sagkatchewan 5742 56 .98 55,66
Alborta. 6 1.74 62 005 (3] 0080
British Columbia 65429 64482 64423
Canada - Composite figure 60.89 60,16 59422
Canada - Mamfacturing 63.20 62453 61,13

1/The above data are based on an advence tsbulation of statistics received from
establishments usually employing 15 persons end over, in the following ma jor
industrial divisions: logging, mining, manufacturing, construction, transports*ion,
storage and communications, public utility operation, trade, finance, insurence
and real estate, and service, mainly hotels, restaurants, laundries, dry cleaning
plants, business and recreational services.

The monthly bulletin giving detailed statistics of employment, payrolis
and average earnings will be issued same days hence.



