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FEBRUARY, 1956. 

(These data are 8ubjeot to revision) 

Employment in the major non-agricultural industries showed a further seasonal 
decline at the beginning of February. The loss of 1.( p.o. from Jan. 1 was a good 
deal smaller than that indicated at the oorreaponding date last year. The indexcu 
the 1949 baee,'we.s 6.3 p.o. above the Feb. 1, 1965, figure, at 112.5 establishing a 
new maximum for the time of year. The payroll index showed a rise of 1.2 p.o. in 
the month, and was 10.3 p.00 tbove its position 12 months earlier. The 'weekly wages 
and salaries averaged $62.38, a. new all-time high, as compared with $60.E4 in the 
holiday week of Jan. 1, and $60.15 at Feb. 1, 1965. Previously, the highest per 
capita figure was $62.02, at Leo. 1, 1955. 

On the whole, employment in all provinces except New Brunswick was at a lower 
level than In the week of the preceding survey. Apart from Saskatohewan, where there 
was no general change, all areas reported improvement over Feb. 1 of last year. TI 
weekly payrolls disbursed by the larger industrial establishments were lower than a 
month earlier in Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Manitoba and Saskatohewan, but else 
'wtere showed an upward movement. In all provinces, the latest indexes exceeded those 
recorded a year ago. On the whole, the average weekly wages and salaries in all 
sections of the country were seasonally higher than in the holiday week of Jan* is 
also in all provinces, they were above their level 12 months earlier. 

Employment generally was reduced from its Jan. 1 volume in forestry, oonstruc 
tion, transportation, storage and oonmnrnications, public utility operation, trade, 
and in the service industries surveyed. The largest losses in staffs were reported 
in trade, logging, construction and transportation. Factory employment rose by 0.5 
p.o., and the latest index was 6.5 p.c. higher than at Feb. 1, 1955. Weekly payrollt  
in manufacturing advanced by 495 pc. in the month, and by 10.6 p.o. in the year. 
The average wages and salaries reported in this group of industries stood at $64.96, 
the highest in the record, slightly above the previous maximzm of $64.71 at Dec. 1, 
1955. The Feb. 1, 1955, figure was $62.53. 

Prepared in the Employment Jeotion of the Labour and Prices Division. 
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Advance Index Ntanbersl/  of Employment and Payrolls at Feb. , 19f with Indexti 
for the Preceding Month and a Year Ago. (190100) 

Employment Ol 

Feb. 1 Jan. 1 Feb. 1 Fe1 Jan. 1 Feb. 	. 

Area 1956 1956 1955 1956 _1966 1955 

Newfoundland 123.0 12511 11309 I78.6 176,,6 159, 
Prince Edward Island 10609 11314 96 o 7 149. 15116 13207 
Nova Scotia 96.7 9916 91,7 135.9 132.8 126.4 
New Brunswick 110.6 107.4 96.3 160.3 15212 13310 
quebec 11206 11516 105.7 16,1 164.6 148,7 
Ontario 114.0 11503 107.4 163.4 15200 
Manitobt 103.0 10612 1000 14311 14410 135. 
Saskatohewan 107,8 113.3 10718 15311 1.J912 1480t. 
Alberta 132.2 133,8 123,7 193. ,!8812 1 1209 
British Columbia 108.9 111,4 99.8 15962 14106 

Canada - Ccznposite Index 112.5 114.6 10606 16411 162.2 148.8 

Canada - Manufacturing 11003 10908 10306 16309 156.9 146.2 

AeragWeekly Wages and Salaries 

Feb. 3. Jan. 1 Feb. 1 
1956 1956 1955 

Newfoundland $54.51 $52.67 $52.43 
Prince Edward Island 47.48 46,11 46.27 
Nova Scotia 52.60 49092 50036 
New Brunswick 54.7' 53056 520U 
(.uebec 59073 58,44 5706 
Ontario 64.93 62.e0 62.€1 
Manitoba 59,08 58123 57.27 
Saskatchewan 58.95 58009 56,98 
Alberta 64.86 6253 62.05 
British Columbia 67,26 65,21 64082 

Canada - Caposite figure 62.38 60954 60.15 

Canada - Manufacturing 64.96 62.41 62.53 

VTh0 above data are based on an advance tabulation of statistics received from 
establishments usually employing 15 persons and over, in the folloving niajor 
industrial divisions: logging, mining, manufacturing, oonEtzllotion, transportetiDn, 
storage and omiinioations, pb1ic utility operation, trade, finanoe, insurance and 
real estate, and service, mainly hotels. re ataurnt a laundzie i, dry c leaning plant , 
business and recreational services. 

The monthly bulletin giving detailed etatitioa of employment, payrollo  
and average earnings will be issued some days hence, 


