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ADVANCE STATEMENT ON EMPLOYMENT AND AVERAGE WEEKLY WAGES AND SALARIES

MARCH AND APRIL 1968

(These data are subject to revision)

MARCH 1968

The unadjusted composite index of employment (1961=100) increased by 0.7 p.c.
from 117.1 in February to 117.9 in March and was 0.6 p.c. lower than in March of last
year. Seasonally-adjusted, the index at 122.4 was 0.4 p.c. higher than the February
adjusted index of 121.9

Seasonally-adjusted employment indexes. Among the industry divisions, forestry
showed an increase of 4.4 p.c.; and the durables component of manufacturing showed a
2.0 p.c. increase resulting from the settlement of industrial disputes in transporta-
tion equipment. Other changes ranged from a 0.3 p.c. decline in transportation, com-
munication, and other utilities, to a 0.9 p.c. increase in construction. All regions
showed increases ranging from 0.1 p.c. in Quebec and British Columbia to 1.4 p.c. in
the Atlantic Region.

Average Weekly Wages and Salaries. At the composite level, average weekly
wages and salaries at $107.50 were slightly higher than in February and $6.52 higher
than in March of last year. Among the industry divisions, transportation equipment
showed a drop of $7.64 following the settlement of an industrial dispute in motor
vehicles where employees were recalled only for the latter part of the reference
week. Finance, insurance, and real estate showed the largest increase ($2.33). All
regions showed slight increases.

APRIL 1968

Preliminary estimates indicate that the composite index of employment increased
to 119.5 in April from 117.9 in March. Construction showed the largest increase,
while smaller rises occurred in both components of manufacturing. Increases are
indicated for average weekly wages and salaries at the composite level and also in
most components. Average weekly wages and salaries increased substantially in the
durable goods component of manufacturing as a result of short time last month, wage
increases, and overtime following the settlement of industrial disputes.
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Advance Employment Index Numbers and Average Weekly Wages and Salaries(l)

Employment index numbers (1961=100)
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(1) Subject to revision before publication in Employment and Average Weekly Wages and Salaries (Catalogue No. 72-002).
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