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The volume of employmert as reperted by emvloyers ta the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics at the teginning of January showed
consideralle contraction, Jarzely on account of the temporary resses
tion of work in many eatablisiments during the holicday seasdn.
Reductions in staff for inventories and other purposes als¢
contributed to the losses. The percentage decline was slightly
emaller than that recorded during the same pericd 3f lust year, but
since payfolls generally hove recenily been higher, the shrlnx?ge
involved the actuval release of a sonewhat larger number of.w0rﬁers.
Both the number laid ¢ff and the parcentaze decrease vere smallgr
than at the beginning of January, 19z]. An aggregate pjyrcll of
707,703 workers was indicated by the €,221 eoncerns making returns
for the period under revicw, who had employed 779,75C persons on
December 1. The index mwaber therefore declined from 95.1 on the
latter date to 86.3 at the bezirning of this month, while at the
commencement of January, 1922, it had stood at 77.9. Centractions
were general in all industries exeept logging and retadl trade,
both of which indicated rather greater activity. The reductlons
in the manufacturing division were especially heavy, but noteworthy
recessions also oecurred in transportztion and corstruction. That
eonditions generally were lLetter than during the corresponding
rerind of last yecar, in spite of the vronounced losses recently
recorded, may be seen from the tables on pnge 2, which give the
index numbers of employment in Canada by menths during the last twe '
years and by districts, cities and industrieg as at the beginning ﬁ??’

1923 and Deeceriter and January 1522,

The trend in 211 provinces was decidedly downward. )
Approximitely 54,000 workeis were reieused in the Quebec-Ontario
distriet, a reductiom of 9.9 per cent, the greater part of which was
recorded in manufacturing. The cmallest losses oceurred in the
Karitime Provinces: activity attendant upen the reopening ol the
winter ports: partly offseti the decredises in other divisions and
eaused the net contraction to be only 1.5 yer cent. Imployment in
every section eorf thi couatry was en a hfgher level than during the
same period of 1922,

Firms' in all citics registered general curtailment of operas-
tions. The losses in liontreal were murticularly severe, ever 17,000
persons having been let out by the firmg reporting. Temporary shute
downs in the loeomotive shops acecunited for a large part of the
decrease. Textilée, tin can, 'sugar and tobacco factoriesi, shipping
and stevedoring, construction and local transportotion also reported
censiderably reduced activity. In Toronto the most pronounced eone
tractions were recorded in garment, biscuit., choeclate, canfectionery,
lead, tin"and box factories, in censtructior and on the street rail-
ways. Employment in Ottaws eawnills continued to declirne: cen-
strustion and telerhones in tih2 sane eity affordcd less employment,
In Honilton knittiing. iron, stee) and tobacco concerns reported a.
large share of the shrinknge. 'the reductions in employment in
biscuit, confectionery, brick and texiile ylantd ard in censtruetion
vere the most decided in Winnipeg. 2he daclines in Vancouver were '
fairly general: canneries, sawmills and shipyards wers not so busy,
nor were the street rmailwvays and tuilding eontractars as fully
engazed, :

Employment in monufacturing disgplayed a distinctly dovmward
tendency, every divisien within the cucup reporiing lesses. The
rartial closing of sorie of the larger railwcy car shops over '
Christmas and the New Vear, suviplexeuting contractions in avtomahile,
heating appliance and geneval piant mochine shons, enused especially
large declines to0 be recorded in iron and cstee), from which evey
20,000 porsons we¥e relcased. “Sawmills, ceontainer, furniture, fruit
and vegzatable cupning, biscuit, condectionery, garment, knitting,
thread, yarn and cloth factories registercd considerable eurtaiiment
of @pcrations, louderate rcauctions werg indicated in the nining ef
ceal, rnetullic eres .and asbestns and in alst quarrying. The cen-
struction and trunsportation inavstries were decidedly slacker,
indicatiug partly seascnal dullness,
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nte- Bage period, Jenvary 17, 1920 eqqals 100,

The relative weicht ropresents the provortion of
erploveessin the indicatzui district or industry to the total
nuber of employees rveported in all districts and industries
fer the period undesr xevinw,

® 8 08 00 p 0

 JARLE I.

Index llumbers of employment in Canada by months,

192 1928 1921
CATIIATT L. s o ewelssle vsvmmlys swed s _ Bﬁ.% 719 58-7
BARERATY L e godey ategy o o v P o 2049 90.1
25 Y 7 W A . 81,9 62.90
7o gt ) W TR JANTD SR 30.6 8a.1
MAT 2 e eeeimonino s L 1 elesl s e eslle o) e e . 83.3 84.1
e I U 89.2 86.6
L T 9.1 87.5
amsuat V... s Al e N 93,1 88.9

f September l.i.eeeeeo.. e 93,7 €8.7

OCtObET l...eecveeeenonnnnnnenne 94.6 90.2
HOVEMDETr l.civeveseorensonnanan 95.8 90.2
December l......... % = - 95.1 87.2

Index lNumbers of employment by Provinces.

District Relative | Jan.' 1, Bavh.. 1,  UJanl'l,
Veight 1923. 1922 1922,
Maritime DProvinces....... 9.4 20,8 92.1 el
Gueboc and Ontario.,...... €¢8.3 89.8 2%.3 76.8
Prairie PTrovinces ....... 13.6 0.0 10L.5 62.8
British Colurbic., evee... 8.2 83.3 95.06 79.9
CANADA........... + 100 86.3 9% .1 77-9

Index nunbers of employnent by Cities.

City Relative Janey &1 5 Dee . By Jam. 1.
Vefght 1923. 1822, 1922.

Y M L I 12.9 79.5 4.7 73.2

T T Y T 13.3 Ba.7 92.9 85.1

R s o - & -~ ndie s o d e visonse il G 94.4 ¢8.6

o R e e B Y5 3. 85.2

R EET, e s v e e cas e eeeome é.g ‘?.2 27,3 85.2

VR U . ... . ol ol o0 . 2.8 A% 0.7 7.9
TAZLT IV,

Index rumbers of emnioymnanit by industries

Intustry Nelative Jan.%' Jeey 1, Jan. 1,
Ye ight 1933 1932 1923,
MBDRERCTUE I cre - v v 5% s we s o 54.4 73.1 87.7 cE.2
’L‘?&glhgﬂcolQ....ol.‘t.‘i..o %.5 8’7.0 8'4‘.7 59.5
MATENG = o 26 5.0 Dhiaeds b & 0[5 6.5 100,68 102,83 93.9
R L CR b1l O0 o5 i 510citocsibin 2.9 97.4 VRO 101,11

By Ny - + 4 -

Tr‘_.r’.{:t Offz.ivl\)?:t. lrn : 8 2 a0 e s, 1“}'.9 107:?.8 1-‘-50 9902
Connstruction & Kaintenance, 2:9 95.0¢ TE 24 92.4
EBEULOME [ 4l ir 5wt » 5o e ine aies bl 1.6 92,5 o5 8 92.9
TGEAIF .o T i B b 5 o) B B ‘B3 3.2 07,0 26,9
s i A7 R »
A.—J-LJ IlmUSTRA. ' s s e e s ean 100 O\)..3 (/),L 77,9
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