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Acecording to reports rcceived, compiled and tadbulated
by the Dominioll Bureau of Statistics emdloyment at the
beginning o ¥ebruvary showed considerable revival from the
contractions re¢corded at the commencement of January, when
losses incidental to the holiday end mid-winter inventory
period, supplementing seasonal declines, had reduced activity
tn a marked degrece. The ryeaction was somewhat iore
Pronounced than that registered at the beginning of Iecbruary
of last year and considerably more so thamw at the s:ane
period in 1921. Statements for the vonth under review were
compi led from 6,253 employers of labour whost Day-rolls
aggregnted 733, 063 persons 23 compared with 707,859 at the
commcnzement of January. This incredse of over 25,000
workcrs caused the index numbar 4o gain slirshtly over 3
points, standing at 89.5 as compared with 86.3 ¢n January
1 and with 78.9 on February 1, 1922. Practlrally a1l the
rccovery was recorded in the manufactu*:nr ndustrice, (notably
1n iron and steel) but logring and coal mining also

fforded risre employient, Activity in .rnnapw*tqulon and
conatru tion continued to decline, although the shrinkage
was on a rather smaller scale than in the preccding ronth.
Retail stores registered the usual large rcluctions in
salesforce following the holiday 8eason and wholesale
houses were not so busy. The tablas on page 3 which give
the index numbers of enployment by months 7or 1921, 1922
and to the beginning eof February, 1923, as well as vy
Provinces, cities ond industries for the period undcr review
as compared with the beginning of January, 1923 and with
February 1922 and 1921, show the general situation to be
consideraktly rere 1°"orab1 than in the corresponding month
of 1last ycar. 1In several cases morcover the lcvel of
enpleiment was higher than at the begimning of February,
1921.

Erployient incrzased in all prowinces éxccpt the

Maritinme district where contderable losses in stcel works

eaused a declinc. The largest gains occurred in Ontario,
in which province approxdnately 12,000 persons were added
to the ataffs of the concerns reporting, The expansion in
that province and in Quebee, which was notcworthy also,
was mainly duc to revival of activity in the ranufacturing
division, while construction and transportation continued
to show curtailment. In the Prairie district the
re-opening of the railway car shops caused substantial
increases in ernploynient in the iron and steel industry
which, hoWever, were partly offset by continued contractions
in +ran ortatlon construction and also in trade. The

WTllllnF and vcblole industrics in British Colunmbia
rcgortcd modaerate imdlrovement,

in Znalysis of the returns by eities shows that
in Mentreal there was consideradle recovery {rom the losses
reportcd at the berinning of January. This was largely
due to the resumption of activity in the locomotive shons
and in tohacce, rubber, cotton, garment, tin, brass, bronze
and coppcr factories. On the othcr hand merehants and
building contractors registered smaller payrolls. I#
Toronto also the trend of criployment was favorable; lead,
tin, box, printing, publishing, rubber, glaurhtcrlng,
neatpacking, garment and riillinery concorn reported increased
activity, but trade and construction were slacker. In
Ottawa, employment declined to somec extent, imdrovement
in savwvaills, gas and tcxtile concerns being ynzufficient






to counterbalance declines in trads and comsztruciion.

A favorable rcaction was indicated in Hariiton, where

the volunc of ewployrcnt afforded in hesicry and knitting”
mills, in wood-wnrking, agricuvltural inplericnt, structural
iron and stccl, tohaceco and electrical epparatus factories
showcd an increase, In that city retnil storcs cnployed
much Bmaller ﬂay—*cllq than at the beginning of January
and garmcnt cgncerns were net so bhusy, The nost im portant
chenge in Vinnipeom where the general tendency was
unfavorable, occurred in the trade grour, from which con-
sidecrable nunibers of workers were rcleased, Dairies and
clecctric current works recordcd reduced activity, while
telephone operation and building construction also showed
contractions. On the other hand, coniecticnery
manufacturcrs were busicr. In Vancouver, tin cen and gas
concerns reported nmeriked rccovery, but the gains indicated
in those industrics were not large cnough to offset the
losses in building construction, in shipping and stevedoring
and in tohazccn worlks.

AS mentioned above, thce level of employment in
nanufacturing was con51dorablv higher than at the closc of
January cq9001u11y in iregn and gteel, Rallway car,
locomotive, autorobile, geneéral plunt machincery, uecl
ship building and repairing, cating appliance, iron and ~
stecl fabrication and iron pipe shops reported substantiadly
larger working forces. mprovencnt was also registered in
cloth, lnitting, garment, boot, sho&, furniture, container
and carriage factories, in savmills, lead, tin, zinc and
copyer works, tobacce, blscult Paper, clectirical

appliance, rubber tire and footwear works, activity in

@ batoirs and in nmeat packing, fur, clay, glass, stone and
electric current concerns, on the other hand, was on a

liowéss @vel., WNaploymen® in logging camps con tinued to
incrcase, particularly in Quebeec. Ceal mining ia the
aritime and prairie provinces revnorted increases, vhile
asbestos and gypsum mines in Quebec and liova Scotia,
respectively , were decidedly slacker. Ceontinued curtajle
rient of opcrations was indicated by the owﬁvaﬁ:on departrients”
of thc railways, nll provinces except the TTaritires ahd
British Colw:bia sharing in the contraction, Furthcr
reductions in payroll were reported in the shinping and
stevedoring group, capecially on the Pacific coast,

Building and hichway construction continucd to decline
largely, Seasonal losses of a general character were rccorded
in TZedd; especially in The retsildl division.
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The relative waight represcnts the proportion of cmplovees
in the indicated district or {ndustiry to the total numher of
employees reported in all districts and industries for the period

under revicw,
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TABDE 1,

Index liumbers of Emnloyment in Canada by Months.,
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1322 1907
77.9 E7.7
78.9 90,1
£1.9 88.0
£0.6 84,1
83.3 84,1
39,2 365.6
< 87.5
3.1 88.9
i 83.7
94.6 90,8
95.8 90,9
95,1, 87,2

Index Numbers of Inpleyment by Provinces,

District Relative ¥eh, 1
veight 1923
Hgri time Province®u.. .. 3,C 93.3
Quebee and Ontario..... 69.7 82,1
Prairie Provinces,,.... 13.4 91.6
Britich Codusbim, coos bee Tul 88,4
[09C: % 1 PR [ |4 89,5
T:BLE 111,

Jan.,

1
-

Reb, 1 Feb, 1
1922 1921

75,6 _
Z?.G 89.0

2
4

Dl

3 0
[€4]

e

Iindex Numbers of Fnployaent by Citias
& v

City Relati ve Yeb, 1 Jan 1 Teb, 1
Vi ght 1923 1923 1922
JIONETEAL e w s e ceeernnnn, 14,0 i, 2 79.§ g3.6
TOYONLO, s evvurennaveny 14.2 88.5 84,7 31.8
OLTLAWR, o o0 poesseeunssn 1.7 95.7 Qb4
H«')T-’-ilton...-..-....... 3.7 ?3().0 \(311?
\.er“']i‘)efjoooo..oc!u‘|ot 3.8 8‘)-0 9.’?.C)‘ 84‘.1
VaNCoUVET .. v s caisos o A: £5,8 37.7 83,9
TABLE IV.
Index llumbers of Ffmployment by Industries,
Industry Relative ¥eb, 1 Jan. Feb, 1 Teh, 1
Weight 1923 1923 1922 1981
Manufacturing  .o...... 57.0 8s. 0 rg¥3 7oL I8 84,8
LOEEINT. cveanaannanrson 4, gng E7.00 63 45 94, 3
I A NE s e v vovnnennnnns 6.3/ 101.3 100,86 59.%7 95,8
Conpunication..cesesves 2.8 96.5 97.4 g8, 7 0.6
Trar@portation. .veeeaes 13.91 101.5 104.8 97,0  101.%
Construction & Maintcnanee 6.0 86,0 96,0 79.8 100.1
SFTTRR8s cuwn sy 10 PO . B . T.6 2.4 92,3 01,7 94,0
Trackt, oz s -mamol . aal . s 7.6 93.7 98.2 90, 3 92.5
ALI INDUSTRIFG.. 100 9.5 £6.3 78.9 90,1
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