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The trend of erployrment as reflected in reports from
eriployers of labeur to the Dominion Burcau of Statistics, was favour-
able at the beginning of ilarch, although the movement was not pro-
nounced. Returng  were "recei ved. from 5,387 firms with an aggregate
working force of 743,128 persons as compared with 741,511 on February
B The index number therefore rose slightly from 89.5 on the latier
date to 89.9 for the period being surveyed. Varying conditions were
indicated in different industries; manufacturing generally was
decidedly more active than at the beginning of the preceding month,
but .contractions continued to be recordéd in transpertation; con-
struction and trade, The commencement of seasohal slackness in
logging camns, moreover, affected'a large number of workers and coal
mining showed considerable losses. Inprovement of a somewhat nmore
decided character had been reported at the same neriod of last vear,
due mainly to the resumption: of operations in the railway car shops
following a temporaxry shut down. The situation then, however, was
not 80 good as for the period under review, Index numbers of em-
ployment by districts and industries as at March 1 and February 1,
1923, and Uarech 1, 1922 and 1921, are given in the tables on page 2

All districts except the Prairie Provinces shared to sere
extent in the expansion registered at the beginning of March, but the
gains 'in Ontario and British Columbia were very nuch larger than
those recorded elsewhere, The improvement in the former province
most pronounced in manufacturing, notably so in iron and steel, while
in the latter, sawmilling, logging, shipping and stevedoring and
building censtyuetion, iN particular, were busiex, Lunmber mills,
sugar refineries, coal mines and water transportation registered a
large share of;, the gain in the ifari time district. The change in
Quebec was insignificant. In the Prairie Provinces important cur-
tailment of operations was indicated in the coal fields; retsil trade
stéam railways and iron and steel also were slecker.

The volume of employment afforded in Montreal, Toronto,
Gttawa and WVinnipeg showed a decline, while marked imnrovement was
indicated in Hamilton and Vancouver, In jfontresl the most note-
worthy reductions occurred in retail siores, water tronsportation,
tocbacco and glass concerns, The retail trade group registered the
cenly severe losses in Toronto, while an upward tendency was indicasted
by wholesalers, in ireon and steel, rubber and in several other manu-
facturing industries, Continued decreases werc reported in Ottawas
stores, the declines being partly offset by gaing in pulp and pape:x
works. In Hamilton substantial improvement occurred in iron and
steel and textiles, the former group especially showing greatly in-
creased activity. Further curtailment of staff wns noted in retail
establishments in Winnipeg,; there was general improvement in several
other industries but, on the whole, the trend was downward, The
largest increnses in Vancouver were recorded in huilding and in
lumber mills.,

An analysis of the returns by industrial groups shows
that the most important expansion within the manufaciuring divigsion
was indicated in iron, steel, textiles and lumber. In addition, a
favourable movement was shovm in sugar, pulp, pgper, printing, rubber,
chemi cal and electrical apparatus worl:s. Abattoirs, meatpacking and
leather manufacturers, on the other hand, were slacker. Coal mining
in Alberta suffered substantial curtailment but noderate improvement
wag indicated in llova 3cotia. The conirnciions in transportation
and construction, although they inveolved the release of a large
number of wor-ers, were nevertheless nuch smaller than those reporie
in recent months. Retail stores registered further heavy reductisn
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- Note: Base poeriocd, January 17, 1420 eguals 100,

Poapp 2.

The relative weight reprcescents thce proportion of cmploycces
in - the indicated distriet uvr industiry to the toeial nuibe¥  of
employecs reported in nll districts and industrics for the period
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TADLE I.

Index Numbers of Employment in Canada by Menths,

. 1923 1922 1921
NI 0y S S AL ! ARy (1K) 77 .9 87.7
ESNRrY A T GYiE .S vk s o3 89.5 78.9 0.1
March 1 e e e 89.9 81.9 8.0
ApT1il s Al T T go.é 84.1
) S T Sl T 3w 3 ") = -
RIS - e e IS 89.2 86.6
e 1 N ey AR R, ARE, 1.3 87.5
P 7 P e | iy N R - 93.1 82.9
ST T S . — 93.7 88.7
7% e S Y Pl 94 .6 90.2
WovamBEY B Txv s viws o o0 : 95 .8 Q2
DOCRIIEY L= s i e e Shrmay s ot Fe %] =
TABLE 11,
Index Numbers of Emplovment by Provinccs.
Rclative R Bepel: Mans ¥ Mar.1
District VWeight 19213 1923 1022 1921
Maritime Provinces .... 91 0.7 93.3 80.7 90.7
Quebce and Ontario .... 69.8 9.7 9.1 81.3 St
Trairie Provinces :.... 13:0 88 .9 91.6 84.4 91.0
Britisll Columbil ‘sdis <+ 8.1 2.0 88.4 85.3 8g.3
CANADA e T T 3 100 9.9 89.5 81.9 88.0
TABDLE LIII.
Index Numbers of Employment by Citics.
Relative Mar .1 Feb.1 Mar.l
Caty Weight 1923 1923 1022
NoREoaRd — i gy i s JK 13.3 85.9 g6 .2 80.5
SRR SNET s . 0 e ot et 12.9 85.7 88.5 oL, 9
IR = -, oo s s < 1.5 92.2 95 .7
Remailtop . LS roer o 3.6 89.2 86.0
Winnipeg ..... FE v ST 'R 86.4 89.0 82.6
VRO ., o e 23y 90.4 85.8 91.1
TABLE 1V,
Index Numbers of Employment by Industrics.,
Relative Mar.l Febk 1 Mar.l Mar.l
Industry _Vecight 1923 1023 1922 1521
Manufalturing .« voovs ool 58.4 87.5 85.0 78.1 84.6
ROBE I o« . s in i s = 4.4 88.8 95.1 54.8 1.8
LT RIS e oy 6.2 S04 WI.3 . 903 92.8
ol icH —~ vrrvwvis ry e 97 .4 96.5  97.5 104.1
Transportation ..... = Firm—r 13.6 99.8 101.5 . ] 5.8
Construction & Mwinvcn.ncc 5.8 83.8 86.0 =4, 39.2
HOTVREDE . .o v T o e 1,6 %'4 Uavd- |- 93,0 6.
Trade ..... St A en9 93.7 8.2 92.0
ALL IayU”TP I -lren 0 83«9 8.5 Ri.9 8.0
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