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There was & further small increasc in the volune of employment
as reported by employers of labour to thes Dominion Burezu of Statistics
at the beginning of pugust, when the index number for the first tine
since Decenber, 1920, rose slightly above 100. 7That the situation 18
now more favouratle than in any of the intervening months is due to the
upward movement experiznced during practieclly the whole orf 1923 &nd @
the gre-ter part of 1622, which represented = reaction frcm the depress-
ion recorded during 1921 and the last six Fonths of 1920. Statements
Far the beginning of jugust were compiled from 5,862 firms employing
823,605 persons as compared with a total payroll of €18,535 in the
ronth bafore. Reflecting this small increase, the index number rose
from 99.5 on July 1 to 100.2 on August 1, as compazred with 93.1 and

8.9 on August 1, 1922 znd 1921, respectively. The increase wos largely
confined to the construction, trensportetion, comrunication and service
grouns, and was seasondl in character:; menufacturing s o whele showed
4 slightly downward tendency, partly on zccount of inventories and
vholidays, while trade and logging were wlso less active,

Quebec, the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia recorded
improvement, but in the Maritime Provinces and Ontario the tendency was
downwvard. The szwmill, iron, stez]l and construction industries reg-
istered the bulk of the expansion in Quebec, Increzscd activity in
coel mining, transportetion and construction accounted for the improve-
pent in the Prairie distriet, whils in BFitisli Cilumbia there were
gencral gains in munufacturing, mining, transportetion «nd construction.
Reduced employrient in rolling and forging mills in Nova Scotia, partly
reflecting unsettled conditions following the recent strike, caused &
large share of the decline in the Meritime Provinces; these losses,
morcover, were supplemented by curteilnent in coazl mining, logging ond
fish canning. On the other hand, construction, particularly on high-
WEY®; wss Very mi@ech nore active. In Ontario, additioms to staff in
fruit znd vegeteble canncries and in construction were countericted. bty
shrinkage in rubber, autoricbile znd some other branches of the manu-
facturing industry, in logging, transportotion and traude.

An anelysis of the returns by cities shows that conditions in
Montreal, Hamilton, Winnipeg and Vencouver were considerably better
than at the beginning of July, while in Toronto a2nd Ottawe rcductions
in payroll were indicated., The railwzy car shops absorbed mzny of the
additionally employed workers in Montrezl, and construction was @180
more active., These gains, however, were partly offset by decrecses in
rubber, water transvertaztion and retazil trada. 7Textiles ang other
branches of the manufacturing industries in Toronto vere less fully
engaged and retail stores were slacker, but, on the other hand, tuild-
ing ond electric railways afforded more employrent., ITn Qttava | the
chances verz slight, the losses in trade being the nost extensive. The
ra2sumpticon of activity in textile works in Eamilton, tokether with in-
crezsed operations in building construction, occounted for the revival
in that city. In Winnipeg, srz.ll cdditions to staffs were reported in
a number of industries, wmore perticulirly in construction. Shipping
and stevedoring, sa wmllls ard trade azbsorbed the rajority of the extra
workers in Vancouver.

Employnent in the nmanufacturing industries on the whole wzs
less active than at the beginning of July in spite of countinued seagason-
29 gains in sawgllls, in'elcecctrie curremt pldnts ard in frudt. and
vegetable cannerics. Rubber, leather, textile, fdrusm and steel
factories and fish canneries were not quite as busy., Further curtail-
rent was indiceted in logging cumps; coal mining and trede afforded
less employment, but further seasonzl improvenient was indicated in
construction, transportation, communication, mining of metallic ores
and in hotels and restaurants.
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The tatles on page 3 show the index numbers of
employment by districts and industrial divisions, while the
chart on page 4 illustrates graphnically the course of cmploy-
ment since the beginning of 1921. The substantial improvement
that has recently been recorded in compéarison with the sane
neriod of the last two years may be plainly seen. It may ke
sxpected that the present position of the curve will be nain-
tained or slightly improved during the next fow months, though
it is not likedy that the index number in the present year will
reach & point mueh above the 100 line.



RC
mnun - |

e

e ':lll :: L-ﬂ'
=y _{'*”7"%':- It
A




- _3-

Notc: The number cmployed en Jenuaery 17,1920, is taken as 100

in every case.

The "relative weight" shows
in the indicated district or industry to
reported in all districts and industries
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the proportion of employeces
ihe total number of employz=2s
for the period under reviaw,

Canads by Months.

1022 1921
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TARIEE II - Indax Nuxbers of Baployment by provinces.

Relstive Aug.l July 1 aug.l Aug.d

1923 1923 1622 1921

District weight
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TABLE III- Index Numbers of Employment by Uities.

Relative = Ang.l July 1 Aug.i
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TABLE IV - Index Numbers of Zmployment by Industrics.
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