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Employment at the beginning of January, 1924, showed
the large contraction 8lways indicated at thic tire of yesr,althoush
the declines werc consideradbly less than at the beginning of January,
1993 Aecording to returns tabulated by the Dorinion Bureau of
Statistics, there was a decrease of 57,531 wersons or 7.3 per cent
1n the employment gfforded by the reporting firms. fThe losses
recorded at the same period of last year had arfectesd over 72,000
parsons or 9 per cent of the payvroll. The reduction recorded during
the period under review csused the curve of emnloyment i1n the chart
on the oppositz page to fodlow very ruch the course it pursued last
vealr. 1t wag, however, soncwhat higher than at the beginning of
1923 amd coasiderably above the level indicated on jenuary 1,1922.

The 5,768 firms making returns for the teginning of
ig month smployed 72G,950 persons as compared with 737,531 on
cember 1, 1923. The index number declined from 95.7 in the
receding mcnth to 88.7 for the period under review; at the
beginning of January, 1923, it had stood at 86.3, in 1922 at 77.9
and in 1921 at 87.7. The tendemey in all industries except logging
and retail trade, in which tliere were seasonal gains, was downward.
fhe heaviest reductions were reported in ramlacturing, largely owing
to temporary shutdowns over the holidays end for inventories.

While shrinkage vas reported in all provinces, the
lpssas In Ontario gnd Quebec were the largest; these in the fornmer
affectad some 29,900 workers and in the latter, approximately 17,500,
the Maritime District, on account of scasonal gains in logging and
Lransportation, was legst affected by the general curtallment of
pReEra tions.

Réduc tions in aPloyment ware recarded in 81l of the
six cities for wiaich separate tabulations are made. They were very
saxtensive in Montreal, swhere prondunced contractions ue to the
closing of railway car, tobacco, textiie and many other manufacturing
plants were supplemented by large losses 1in chipping and stevedoring
and in building construction. The payrolls of the firms reporting
in this city were over 7 per cent less than at the beginning of
December. In Toronto there wes & large increase 1n retail trede,
but textile, confectionery, iron and steel and many other factories
reported substantial curtailment; the street railways afforded less
ermloyment and there were considerable declines in building con-
gtruction. There was a recduction in employment L phile city ‘i :
between 4. and 5 per cent. BSawmills and building constructisn again
csuffered the hecaviest losses in (Ottawva, where there was a decrease
of more than 3 per cent in the employment affcrded by the reporting
firms. Very large losses in locomotive, wire and Gther iron and
;fcel works, in textile and other ranurac turing establishments in
Memilton caused the index number to decline by about 10 per cent.
tq Winnipeg therc were general but rather syall reductions in a
aurber of €roups, the result being a contraction of 3 per cent.
Cpntinued curteilment of operations 1n smrrr.u]_.ls vas reportsc 1n
Yancouver; thers were also declives 1n_sh1pglng and stevedoring and
;;;,; sthar industriess, amployment fAlling aff by 7 per cent.

Without exception, the trend of employment in médnufact-
ing was downward. Over 39,000 workers wers released by the
BELIE (WS ST

Lufac turers reporting; this represented a decline ¢f G pexr ocents
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The most pronounced decreases were those in iron ond steel, which
affected over 9,600 persons. This reduc tion was gensrally éis-
tributed among the 8ifferent groups in this division, but the
losses in reilway car and locomotive shops were the most extensive,
Lumber, hkosiery, knitfing, fabric, garment, 1lcather, meat packing,
furni ture, biscukt, canning. chocolate, sugar, pulp, paper,

rubber, tobacco, clay, gless, stone and non-ferrous metal product
works also registered substontital curtailment. Many c¢f these
plamts will, however, hnve resumed oneraticns shortly after the
firet of the ronth. The declines in rrnufucturing as & whole at
the beginning of the present month ware lose than during the same
period of last year. 1In logging there was an increase in personnel
of over 3,700 workers or nearly 12 per cent, which was very much
larger than the expansion rzcerded on Janucry 1, 1983. e le

the volume of empnloyment afforded in retiil trade was not s grezt
on Janusry 1 as juet before Christmés, 1t wis nevertneless about

€ per cent higher thun a2t ths beginning of Tecember. This increase
largely exceeded that zecorded at the seme period of 1last year.

in miniag, comrunication, transportition and censtruction tnere
were consideratle declincs.

The tables on page 3 give the index numbers of
emnloyment by districts and mein industirial groups.






-3-
Note: The muaber @mployed on Jenuary 17, 1920, is taken as 106
in every case.

The "relative weight" shows the srcportion of emnioyees in the
indicated district or industry to the total number of emnloyees repourt-
=16 s e "11 districts and industries for the period under review.

TABLE 1 - Index Numbers of Emnloyment in Canade by icnths.

1924 1923 1922 1921

AR . i o b o it A s s o & 83.7 86.3 g 8742
VoL o G R R I 80,5 78.9 90.1
A B i e Pt o hn o 59.9 31.9 86.0
S 1 0 st b o e e o 87.6 80.¢€ ga.1
L TR SR P TR BN S e Q1.4 83:3 84.%
g N N R WU — 97.3 89.2 6€.6
N S TR < e b v, s AL 09.5 91.1 §7.5
SRR L o B e e o e o2 160.2 93.1 8.9
T S R B S 100.0 93.7 88,7
BRI 0 o - W sk 6 e e e 92.“ 4.6 Q0.2
ST T S S == 9C. 95.8 Q0%
Bmber 1 ... - .0 e as e ag., 95.1 e 3

TABLE 1I - Index Numbers of Xmployment by Provinces.

Relative Jan.1l Dec.l Jau.l Jan.l Jar.

District Nedight = 198 883 1933 1942 ° 19W

Maritime Provinces ........ 8.8 883 Jicn 90.8 7&1 %%
T .3 99.5- 96.5  B83.8°  74.4 3MS3
I 4o s is o ou « rRlas e 4. 9 Sl 93,2 8% 78.% 83.4
Bl PFOVINeeS .ivw:sas lg 94.3 go, 0.0 I .7
British Columbia .......... 90.9 97. 88..3 "y gé.é
7w T R 100 . 887 95.7 86.% '77.9 899

TABLE III- Index Numbers of Imployrent by Cities.

Relatave . Jay.l Dpec,.l Javizl Jantd

City Weight 1924 1923 1923 1922
s RS A 13,6 ! 8€.3 §3.6 9.8 7
T A S S 18.8 ' 5.6 %0. 2 847 é
B e B Ll e L B 5 91.0 . .
g;éjlion ................. : %.% ' 72 0 ég.s 2?.% -
T N R 298 f 8: S, 08.2 2.6 8.2
T S 2y? 4 9kl g8.1 7 i 79.9

TRPLE IV - Index Numbers of Employment by Industrics.

Relative Jan.l Dec.l Jan.l Jan.l' Jjaih
Weight 1924 1923 1923 1922 122}_

Manuf8C tuUTing. . .cccveueen.. .2 8¢.1 ~188.3 781 . GERE - TRAS
ﬁan;umber prgducts ........ g.l 75 g8 - 886 8o.1 b? g l67 g
: R e e 3 | Odds - 108, .4 s

%Zzglﬁfdpggguctd ....... 8.8 | §0.9 85. 82.6 gd.l 89.2

$han 3nd BEeel .al.. .k I8 L LG 63.7 %o HE4S

= cturing in-

s manhgistrlcs? ..... i 82.8 98,0 €1.7 98,%. 9571
Logging «..-- s b oIy - 4.9 92.1 8%-9 87.0 59.5 886
M B s e -5 6 meg - o 6.4 100.5 105.9 100.8  93.0 100.3
Corrunication ......-c.... | 2.9 109.2 108,11 97.4 101.Yr 1o5.4
Fransporta tion ......c.c... 4.9 | 10Z.% 113,38 104,88 99.8 08 .0
Cans truction and raintenance 6.9 8.8 19%.2  96.9 92,4 102.9
AT T TIPS Y 3.0 206.6 106.2  92.8 92.9 94.5
o T SR L 8.0 9.4 96.8 8.2 96.9 100.4

A1l Industries..... 100. 8.7 95.7 6.3 2949 /D
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