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ESTIMATES OF LABOUR INCOME

Decomber, 1854

The total of wages, salaries and supplementary labour inccme earned by paid
workers in Canade was estimated at $1,025 million for December, 1964, The usual
seasonal change was slightly less than in recent years, and the estimate declined Wy
$3 million from the previous month, but it was $37 million or 3.7 per cent higher
than the total for December, 1953, The minor decrease in labour income during
December was the net result of the losses of $6 million, $4 millien and $1 million
in total wages and salaries for construction and the primery and the distributive
groups of industries, respectively, It was partially offset by increases of §4
million each for manufacturing and the finance and services group.

The 12 monthly estimates of labour income for 1954 totalled $11,910 million,
up 2 per cent from the 1953 total of §11,661 million, Increases in totul wages and
salaries from 1953 to 1954 of 2 per cent oceurred in the primary group of industries,
of 3 per cent in the distributive industries and of 9 per cent in the finence and
services group. Within the primary group, the totalas for agriculture, fishing and
nining advanced, whils that for forestry remained about the same., A 6 per cent to
T per cent riss in total wages and salaries in public utilities and trade offset by
a decline of less than 2 per cent in the total for transportation, storage and com-
munication resulted in a net increase of 3 per cent for the distributive group.

Centract construction and manufacturing were the only two industries which
registered losses of some 2 tc 3 per cento, Notwithstanding the rather slow start
in the first half of 1954 due to unfavourable weather conditions, total wages and
salariss for residential building were up 9 per cent over 1853; On the other hand,
with the completion c¢f the construction stage of several rajor resource develop-
ments, labour income from non-residential construction declined some 10 per cent
during 1954, The earmings of govermnment employees engaged in comstruction activity
are included under government service in the finance and servicas group.

The 2 per cent decline in 195¢ labour income for all manufacturing resulted
from sizable losses among important componsnt groups, counter-balanced in pert by
gains in a number of other smaller components, Iron and steel products, transporta=-
tion equipment and textile products showed losses of 9 per cent to 10 per cent,
while clothing and leather products fell from € per cent to ? per cent. Ihese de-
clines coincided with reductions in expenditures for defence, durable and producers?
goods and a switch from accumulation to liquidation of inventories. Gains ranging
betweer. 4 per cent and 6 per cent took place in paper preoducts, printing, chemicals,
patroleun, coal and non-metallic minerel oroducts,

The 1954 average of %3,906,000 for monthly estimates of paid workers in all
branches of the economy was about 1 per cent under that for the previous year. The
per capita average of weekly earnings of $58.88 for 195¢ for wage and salary earner:
in the ma jor non-agricultural industries was roughly 3 per cent higher than the 1953
average of $57,30, The average factory work week declined by about half an hour from
41,3 hours 'in 1953 to 40,€ hours in 1954, while average earninge in manufacturing
rose approximately 4 per cent from $1,35 to $l.,4l.per houre

The general level of retail prices, as measured by the Consumer Price lndex
with average 1949 as 100, showed monthly fluctuations within a narrow range in 1954,
and averaged 116,2 as compared with 115,5 in the previous year, The index stood =t
11604 on January 3, 1955,
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