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Issued Jan. 15, 1937.

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE
DOMINION BURIAU OF STATISTICS
GENERAL STATISTICS BRANCH

OTTAWA -~ CANADA.

ANBUAL REVIEW OF EMPLOYMENT IN C4DNADA, 1936.

Dominion Statistician: R. H. Coats, IL.D., P.R.5.C., F.S.S. (Hon.)
In Charge Employment Statistics: M. E. XK. Roughsedge.

Industrial employment in Canada showed further moderate improvement during
1936, a continuation of the favourable trend which with few interruptions, has
been in evidence during the last four years. On the whole, the fluctuations
during 1936 were not so pronounced as those in tne preceding year, the increase in
the number of persons at work being accompanied by an increase in the regularity of
their employment. The general improvement during the year just passed as compared
with 1935 was rather greater than that in 1935 over 1934, The consolidation of the
gains made in the last few years, and their extension %o lines which had been slower
in responding to the upward movement originating in 1933, resulted in a generally
higher level of industrial employment in 1936 the in any other year since 1930.
At the 1936 peak at Nov. 1, the index stood at 111.0, which was the meximum in 72
months.

In 1936, as in 1935, public work undertake: primarily for the relief of un-
employment was a f7ctor of diminishing importance in the general situation; the
number of persons1 provided with such employment was smaller in the year under review
than in 1935, when it in turn had not been so large as in 1934 and 1933. The more
favourable situation which existed therefore gave encouraging evidence of a natural
revival in business resulting from a greater public demand for commodities and
services, rather than from artificially stimulated activity. :

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics tabulated an aggregate of 116,£06-individual
employment reports during 1936, a monthly average of 9,717 returns. The employeesg7
of the co-operating firms varied from the minimum of 918,716 at Apr. 1 to the
maximum of 1,052,985 at the beginning of Novembsr, averaging 979,741 in the twelve
months. The index, based on the 1926 average as 100, rose from 97.4 at the former
date to 111.0 at the latter, when it was at its highest point since November of 1930.
The unusually small, seasonal decline recorded at Dec. 1 reduced the index to 110.1,
but the situation was then more favourable than in any month in the preceding five
years.

The average change in the index from Jan. 1 to Dec. 1 in the periocd 1921 to
1935 has been an increase of just over elght p.c. Between those dates in 1936, the
index advanced by rather more than eleven p.c., showing that the upward movement im
gaining momentum &s it proceeds. The 1936 mean index was 103.7, as compared with
99.4 in the preceding year. This represents a very considerable increase over the
low average of 83.4 in 1933, but 1t is still substantially below the sixteen~year
meximum of 119.,0 in 1929.

e s o e et T S et o e . 2 o e Ol e s o o o o e e

1/ See footnote on page 5.

2/ The number of wage-earners reported in the Census taken on June 1, 1931, was
2,570,097, of whom 2,100,139 were at work on the date of the Census. The firms
reporting for June 1, 1931, showed an aggregate payroll of 940,875 persons, or
44,8 p.c. of the census total, which included the professional classes, (notably
teachers and public administration employees), agricultural workers, domestic
servants and other important classes of workers not included in the monthly surveys
of employment. When the census figures are adjue ted, so far as 1s possible, to
include only the classes of workers represented in the monthly employment surveys,
the proportion of the latter to the former rises considerably. Since 1931, the
number of co-operating firms has grown, with a consaquent increase in the pro-
portion of the total working population represented in these statistics. A
memorandum comparing the industrial distribution of the workers included in the
monthly employment surveys with the industrial distribution of all workers in

the Dominion, as agcertained in the 1931 census, has been issued. Copies may

be obtained on application to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.
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The improvement recorded during 1936 as compared with 1935 extended with few
exceptions to the various geographical and industrial units, consiruction being the
great exception among the latier. Manufacturing. logging, mining (particularly of
metallic ores), services and trade reporied considerable advances. On the whole,
activity in the eight citiles fer which separate tabulations are made showed gains
over 1935 that slightly exceeded the general increase in Canada, dbut it should also
be noted that employment in these cities, taken as a unit, continues at a lower
level than in the Dominion as a whole. Thus, the average index for the elght clties
stood at 97.7 in 1936, while that for Cenada was 103.7. This disparity should be
considered in any comparison of the employment record and the unemployment relief
statistics, in which city dwellers figure very largely.

The present Anmual Raview of Brplcoyment contains two mew features: (1) a chart
showing together the curves of population and of empioyment as reported by leading
employers, and {2) a compariscn of the emnloyment index nmumbers in Canada and the
United States. TFollowing these brief discussionz., is an analysis In scme detail of
employment conditions ia the Dominion during the year just passed.

DQFULLION AND EMPLOYMENT.

The accompanying char’ shows the populatiorn curve in Canada since 1921, together
with the fluctuations in the employment repcrted by employers in the same period;
the 1926 figure is %aien as 200 p.c. in ci'eglating the indexes ¢n which both curves
are plotted. It is interesiirg te note that the employment curve rose much more
rapidly than that of the populaiion from 1926 to 1929; during these years there
existed a high rate of immigration, waile many persons were no doubt absorbed into
the industries covered in the employment surveys from others nct included, and a con-
giderable number of mezn aud women also transferred themselves from the class of
"workers on own sccounti to wage -:né-salary-carnei:. The content of the population
in the boom period was also abnommal, being composed of an unnaturally high pro-
portion of wage-earners as & result of ths above-mentioned factors: {1) the great
influx of immigrants, most of whom were of working age and (2) the employment of
persons not normally wage—-earners. Were it possible to depict the curve of employable
population rather ihan the cruce population curve, the difference between it and the
curve of employment would be reduced. Fmigration. but more particularly the stoppage
of immigration following the boom period cuiminating in 1929, lowered considerably
the employable poprlaticn, despite the natural increase in the cruce population,
which, as a resul%, became more nomal both in age distridution and in proportion
of wage-earners.

While the cruds porulation curve has therefore continued steadily to gain, the
employment curve declincd mcre or lessprecipitately from 1929 to 1933, The recovery
indicated in the years since then, substaential though it has been, has not yet
brought the employmeat curve into line with that cf the estimated total population;
in part, this is due to the changed employable content of the povulation, mentioned
in the preceding paragraph.

COMPARISOL OF EMPIOYMENT IN CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES.

There has recently bsen manifested a cons’derable public interest in a comparison
of employment in the Dominion and the United States. For the benefit of those who
have not access %0 the available statistics compiled in the latter, the following
brief review is presented.

The United States Bureau of Labor Statistics publishes monthly statistics of
employment for certain manufaciuring and non-mamufacturing industries. Differences
in the industrial classifications used in the two countries make difficult comparisons
for most of the non-ramufacturing industries, so that this analysis Is confined to
two divisions -~ manulacturing and stesm railway transportation. The classifications
of industries within the former are by mno means identical in Canada and the States,
but enough similarity exists to afford a good basis of comparison,

1l.-Mamifacturing.

Both American and Canadian figures cover a large proportion of the total factory
employees. Indexes for the States are calculated on the average for the three years,
1923-1925, as 100 p.c., while the bage of the Canadien indexes is 1926; the American
figures have been converted on a 1926 base %o bring about greater comparability with
our own data.

The United States index numbers have recently been revised and adjusted to the

Census of Manufactures totals for 1933; this has not altered their trends. but it has
raised the previously published monthly figures, thereby diminishing the differences
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between the American and the Canadian indexes. In the Dominion, the curves of employ-
ment plotted from the data collectid in the annual Census of Industry and in the
monthly surveys of employment have been so similar that revision has not been found
necessary, the disparities that exist resulting chiefly from differences in the dates
of collection; this factor appears to be important mainly when employment is
fluctuating to a greater-than-normal degree.

Chart 3 shows the movements of employment in Canada and the United States since
1921 in mamfacturing and steam railway transportation.

In the years 1921 to 1926, employment in marmufactures in Canada was #t a lower
level than in the United States, but from 1926 the development of industry in the
Dominion was rapid and the curve rose to a level much higher than in the States. It
is probable that during these years, curtailment of staffs due to technological
improvements was a2 factor of generally greater influence in restricting employment
in the United States than in Canada, where the more recent establishment of many
industries no doubt provided frem the first for the use of labour-saving machinery.
Again, the fluctuations in employment resulting from technological changes are to
some extent conditioned by the industrial distribution of the workers, and by the
scale of operations characteristic of the various industries. These factors differ
considerably in the two countries.

Factory employment in both countries was, of course, seriously affected during
the depression, and apparently to somewhat the same degree; thus, the falling-off
in the index from the peak year to the trough was not quite 39 points in the States
and just over 36 points in the Deminion. Indeed, a very interesting feature of the
chart since 1927 is the great similarity of the curves, which from 1928 to 1932 were
almost parallel.

In 1933, factory employment in the Dominion, on the average, was in smaller volume
than in the preceding year, despite the marked improvement recorded from the second
qQuerter; in the United States. however, under the stimulus of the National Industrial
Recgovery Acts and other factors, employment was brigker than in 1932. From 1933,
the curves for the two countries continued in the same general direction, although
it appears that, on the whole, tne recovery in Canada has been slightly more
accelerated than in the States. This is partly a result of the varying degrees to
which the different industries have responded tc the generally upward movement. From
the information available, the recovery in the durable goods industries in the two
countries appears to have been fairly similar, the differences iying mainly in the
class of non-durable goods. Thus, employment in food, textile, leather, pulp and
paper, chemical end some other gmoups in Canada appears relatively more active than
across the Border.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics in the United States does not publish figures
correpponding to the industrial "relative weights" shown in ocur employment surveys,
but a comparison of the data of the 1933 Biennial Census of Industries with the
industrial distribution of the workers covered in the current statistics, shows con=-
siderable differences in the importance of corresponding industries in the two
countries, judged on an employment basis. In Canada, it happens that some of the
industries in which activity is at a higher level than across the Border, employ a
relatively greater proportion of the total workers than is the case 1in the States;
this, of course, tends to raise the general index.

A comparison of the monthly figures shows that employment in the Dominion
fluctuates in accordiace with seasonal movement to a much greater extent than in
the United States. For this reason, among others, the annual averages have been
used in plotting the above curves. Again, the fact that the aggregates on which
the index mumbers are based are much smaller here than in the States tends to
emphagize changes in employment in the Dominion.

2.~ Steam Rallway Transportation.

The United States Interstate Commerce Commission tabulates statistics of the
employment afforded by Class 1 railrcads, while data are also furnished by the rail-
ways in Canada. The statistics in the two countries differ in scope, but the figures
are gufficiently similar to warrant a comparison of their movements.
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CHART 3,- EMPLOYMENT IN MANUFACTURING AND IN STEAM RAILWAY TRANSPOITATION IN CANADA

] AND THE UNITED STATES, 1921-1936,
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The course of employment on steam railways in the two countries 1is depicted
in the accompar&n rt; this shows that employment was at a higher level in the
States than in Canada from 1922 to 1926. From then until 1928, the upward trend
in the latter compared favourably with dsclining activity across the Border.

The mumber of railway employees in btoth countriss diminished uninterruptedly
between 1929 and 1933; although employment continued at a higher level in the
Dominion than in the States, the curves showed the same general movements, in
that, repeating the experience in manufacturing. Since 1934, a measure of
recovery has been indicated in each country, although raillway employment has not
yet shown either in Canada or the States, a revival commensurate with the improve-
ment indicated in many other lines of business.

THE SITUATION IN THE DCMINION IURING 1926.

General Summary .

Employment at Jan. 1, 1936, showed the contraction invariably indicated at
that date, but the shrinkage was on a scals lesc than average in the experience
of the years since 1921. A farther moderate decline, contra-seasonal in character,
occurred at the beginning of Febriary, while at Mar. 1 the tfend was seasonally
upward. Curtailment was again indicated in the =zucceeding report, but from Apr. 1
the movement was uninterruptedly favourable, the period of expansion extending to
Nov. 1. There was a seasonal slowlng-up in activity at the beginning of December,
bgt the loeses in employment were on a smallerscale than has been customary in the
years since 1921, while the general index contimued hijgher than in all but two
months of last year, being also higher than at any period of the last five years.

The situation in every month of 1936 was better than in the same month of
1935, although the fluctuatioas in the two years differed. The trend was upward
in nine months of 1935, and in eignt months of the year under review, when neither
the increases nor the decreases reported on the whole by the co-operating firms’
were so large as in the former year.

The annual average index mumbers of employument in the sixteen years of the
record are as follows:-

IR 5 s 88.8 T 93,6 Lgsa .. .. . 180~ U§F g v 83.4
Sgag . 88.0 1996 ... 99.6Y 1930 ...... e 1o as . . 96.0
g ... O N s . 104.6 (- 1 PP ig2.5- 1B5wy.--. . 99.4
1624 .. .. . . 93.4 . o 1hE.6 e . ... O BT WA R

The variations in general employment are illustrated in the curve shown in
Chart 1 on the inside of the cover, and also in Chart **. Industry in the Dominion
is subject to severe fluctuations due to climatic conditions; an index of seasonal
variation has, therefore, been calculated according to the Harvard method; the
monthly indexes, depicted in the un'iroken curve in Chart 1, have been adjusted by
means of this index, and the corrected index rnumbers are shown in the broken
curve. The elimination of the seasonal variation clearly illustrates the partial
recovery indicated since the low point of the depression was reached in 1933,
comparing favourably with the precipitously downward movement of the irmediately

preceding years.

1/ As the average for the calendar year 1926, including figures up to Dec. 31,
1926, is the base used in computing these indexes, the average for the 12 months,
Jan. 1 - Dec. 1, 1926, generally shows a slight variation from 100.
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As has been pointed out in previous Annual Reviews of Employment, the general
index 1n recent years has becn influenced to some extent by public construction
worlks undertaken for ths relief of unemployment.l/ This factor, of decreasing
importance in both 1935 and 1936, only indirectly affects the situation in many
large industries, which reported marked improvement in the year under review =
notably manufacturing, logging, mining, trade, etc.

In connection with the statistics of employment herein reviewed, and particularly
with those for manufacturing, it may again be mentioned that the tendency during
the yeare of depression has been to retain as many as possible on the staff by
reducing the daily or weekly hours worked. Thus, had statistics of the earnings of
the persons included in the monthly reports on employment been available, they would
in the period of declining industrial activity have shown in many cases a greater
shrinkage than the numbe: on the payrolls, while similarly, an improvement in the
business outlook is reflected in an extension of the working hours as welles in an
increase in the personnel. This situation is illustrated in the recent statistics
of earnings in the United States, which are collected from the firms furnishing
monthly data on employment. Thus, at Nov. 15, 1936, the preliminary index of
employment in manufacturing stood at 96.6 p.c of the bagic average for the three
years, 1923-1925, or 7.9 polnts higher than in November, 1935, while the index of
earnings was 90.1, an increase of 14.6 points over the same period in the preceding
year.,

An analysis of the data fornished by employers throughout the Dominion shows
that practically all industries except construction shared in the improvement noted
during 1936 as compared with 1935, while in most cases the situation was also more
satisfactory than in 1934, 1933 and 1932.

Manufacturing, employing rather more than half of the total workers included
in these surveys, experienced during 1936 a lengthy period of un’aterrupted expansion
Almost all branches of factory employment contributed in greater or less degree to
the recovery shown in 1936, when activity was generally greater than in any other
year since 1930. At the begirning of December, the index stoocd at 107.0, being
then 10.5 p.c. above tha%t at Jan. 1, 1936; this advance exceeded the average
increase of between gight and nine p.c. in the index from Jan. 1 to Dec. 1 in the
years, 1921-1935, Mining, particularly of metallic ores, advanced during many
montle of the year just passed, with the result that employment in the group as a
whole was at a2 higher level than in any other year of the record. Logging showed
exceptionally pronounced increases, and in that industry also, activity during
1936 reached its maxinmm for the period since 1921.

The volume of employment afforded in trade was only exceeded by that in 1929,
while in services (mainly hotels and restaurants and laundries and dry-cleaning
establishments), the index was higher than in any other year since 1931. Improve~
ment in general business conditions in the Dominion, together with an umusually
brisk tourist season, resulted in the favourable situation in these industries
during 1936. Transportetion and communications provided employment for a greater

1/ The number of man-days worked on a wage basis on relief projects as reported to

the Dominion Commissioner of Unemployment Relief by the provinces and Dominion Depart-
mente for the eleven months January to November, 1936, was 2,768,480. The average
number of men afforded employment per month during the period was 17,042, 1In
federally and provincially operated camps where single men were given useful work in
return for subsistence and a small cash allowance, 3,706,730 man~days relief was
afforded during the first eleven months of 1936. These figures include 2,683,461 man-
days rellef afforded in camps administered by the Department of National Defence which
were in operation from January to June, during which period an average monthly number
of 18,103 single men were cared for (after June practically all these men were afford-
ed employment on the railways in connection with the program of maintenance of way
and bettermen works carried out under arrangements made between the Dominion Govern-
ment and the Railways). All of the above figures are subject to revision when

final reports are received.

During the year 1935 the number of man-~days worked on a wage basis was reported
ag 4,388,225 and the average number of men afforded employment per month was 25,047,
The number of man-days relief afforded on & subsistence basis in 1935 was 6,750,621
and the average number of men cared for monthly un this basis was 23,935.
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number of persons ‘han in any other year since 1932, but the index nuwnbers in these
industries were generally lowar than 1n preceding years since 1921.

The exceptlon to the generally upward movement of 1936 was coastruction, in
which employment. though in greatsr voluxze than in 1932 or 1933, was not so active
a6 in most other years of the record. Railway construction provided work for a
greater number of workers than in 1935, 1934, 1933 or 1932, partly as a result of
the transfer of men from the unemployment relief camps. The bullding contractors
furanishing data reported, on the whole, the same employment as in 1935. Work on the
highways, however, was not so active in 1936 as in the preceding year, when a
decidedly larger muiver of percons hag had work on the unemployment relief projects
of the various governing suthorities.

Charts in the following pages show for the manufacturing, mining, transportation,
trade and constiuction indusiries, the crude and corrected curves of employment since
1921, the seasonal adjustments being made by the Harvard method.

The table on page | summariecs the employment data for 1936, giving the average
number of reporting firms end of their employees and the mean index numbers for the
twelve months, Jan. . - Dec. 1, 1936. The changes since 1935 in these three sets of
figures are also given, those for the indexes being shown in points as well as in
percentages. With some exceotions, the 1936 figures are higher than those for the
preceding year, bul where the reverse is the case, the decline is indicated by a minus
sign. The table calls only for brief explanaiion since the employment situation in
the various localitieas and industries is discussed in considerable detail in sub-
sequent pages.

Accord}ng to this *teble, thszre was a gain of 5.1 p.c. in the number of reporting
employers,d/ while that in 'l reported number of employees was 5.0 p.c. and the index
increased by 4.3 p.c. in 19%6 as compered with 1935. Of the last two comparisons,
that between the index numbers affords the more reliable guide to changes in the
employment situation, since allcwance is made therein for the inclusion of new enter~
prises, as well as for the cessailon of dafundt businesses.

Heightened activiiy was recorded in all five economic areas in 1936 as compared
with the preceding year. In the Maritime Provinces and Quebec the rate of increase
was rather greater than ia the Dominion as a whcle, while in (Ontaric and British
Columbia the improvement was nct sc marked. Thus, firms in Quebsc employed nearly
35 p.ce of those added %o payrolls, but only 28 p.c. c¢f the total numbers employed
in the co-operating establishments, and in the Maritimes these pr0ﬁortions were 9.7
p-c. and 8.0 p.c. respectively. On the other hand, Ontario, with 42.0 p.c. of the
average employees, and British Columbia with 8.7 p.c., reported only 34.7 p.c. and
8.4 p.c., respectively, of the %total number re~employed during the year. These
discrepangies, of courgce, result from the different degrecs of activity experienced
by the industries predcminating in the variocus economic areas.

e S S e e o T e e T B e S s 4 L T e T ——— - 0 o T Sl o T S

1/ See footnote on page J.

2/ A continued growth in the rmmber of firms co~operating with the Dominion Burean
of Statistics must be noted in cormectlon with the increases in the workers
represented in the mcuolly surveys of employment. The gain in the former, however,
does not wholly result from the estaplishment of new industries, nor from more
regular co-operation on the part of those previously on the mailing list, but is also
due to the fact that a ateadily increasing number of firms are furnishing statistics
in detail for locality and industry. Thus, the different branches of a business
organization in various centres appear in the tabulation as separate firms in the
centres where establishmenis are maintained. Similarly, euployers appear under each
of the industries for which separate reports are furnished. The number of firms as
used here might mocre precisely be described as the number of reports tabulated, but
the former expression is geaerally adhered to in accordance with statistical usage
in other series and oiher countrfes, and also as presenting a better visualizgation
of the nature of the eaquiries. On the whole, the establislments now being added

to the mailing list have payrclls that are s3aller than the average, being in many
cases the less well-kiown busineccses.,
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Average Number of Reporting Firms, of their Employees and the Average Indexes

for the Twelve Months, Jan. 1 - Dec.

- - ——— -

-

1. 1936, together with the changes shown

— - - T e 2 e . o W ot ot T~ - a —  ———  — ———— - ———— T o Ul P e

¢ TR B (e Change since 1935 in the
Geographical or Average Number Average | Avqugp Number Average
Industrial Unit T of of | Indexes “of Indox.
. Firms |Employ-§(1926= Firms 1/ Buploy- Numbers
o SR Y SR i T ees _ i . 10 T . N :
" (Decrease indicated by the minus sign)
Economic Areas Pointg P.C.
Maritime Provinces «........... 679 78,446 109.4 30 4,534 5.7 5.5
R o A T s -« § s s P 2,297 278,569 100.7 95 16,298 5'ﬁ 5.6
o NI 4,301 411,397 106.7 221 16,184 r 3.3
Prairie Provinces.............. 1487 185,80 998 68 5,721 4.1 o3
British Columbia o..e.ccvunnnn. 1,023 - EE.Al9 b 55 3,919 3.4 3.5
TS T P 9,717 979,741 103.7 469 46,656 4.3 4.3
Cities
TR s Y 1,528 138,313 92.1 41 7,708 4.8 5.5
R S SR Iih ' 18,661 . 952 5 = 58 = 1.7 - 1.8
S I SV R s o B i sieidhennin 4 o ol 1,460 124,893 101.5 88 6,350 4.0 4.1
S e PG S . 186 13,905 106.3 1k 760 4.1 4.0
LT T S S S R 281 31,578 98.3 11 1,948 5.7 6.2
P R S P —— 172 16,495 121.3 7 927 6.3 545
L TR PR S 472 39,595 92.3 2 2,006 55 5l
T R P 429 33,295 103.7 2 2,665 F I 7.3
TOTAL, 8 LEADING CITIES...... 4,499 410,735 97.7 215 22,366 L.6 4.9
MANUPACTURING o.cveevvnenonnnes 5,710 522,756 103.4 230 35,232 6.3 6.5
Animal products, edible....... 296 23,815 123.5 20 1,6L4 6.2 5.3
ir i) produddd .. ... ....-. 60 1,890 90.4 i < sl -5 056
Leather and products ......... 294 22,090 108.3 1 817 Y 3.5
Lumber and products........... 829 uo,sou 76.9 ORI T - N 7 749
Musical instruments ......... : 35 ,319 L46.2 - __%%_ g4 22.2
Plant products, edible ....... 460 33 33 115.4 - R 8.7 8.2
Pulp and paper products ...... 600 61.h71 101.1 16 - 3450 5.5 5.8
Rubber Products e.......oo.-..e 52 12,464 97.8 - 701 5.5 6.0
Tedtile products «............ 1,013 100,953 L7 4g 5,729 Bed 5.5
Plant products, n.e.s. . 178 6507 122.9 11 601 1.4 1.2
Wood distillates and extracts 8 580 139.7 - 70 169 1936
Chemicals and allied products. 200 11,354 138.1 10 Il 9.2 Tk
Clay, glass and stone products 201 8,806 79.6 1 _B2B.— 7.2 9.9
Electric light and power..... . 98 . v 133—id6wF - H43 4,2 3.7
Electrical apparatus ......... 121 1k, ,831 121.6 12 2,381 Tl 6.5
Iron and steel products....... g52 117,086  89.2 17 4§Jgr2£; 6.5 1.9
Non-ferrous metal products.... 187 2178 - 5l 13 13.5 11.3
Non-metallic mineral products. 139 13,991 138.2 | e '396 3.6 2.7
R Y A A 107 5.657 127.1 1 256 6.0 5.0
LT R P 321 39,234 138.7 20 3,807 11.8 9.3
LN e R B . 371 62,838 136.5 35 6,389 R 161
R P R 102 24,300 89.8 i 385 1.4 1.6
Metallic ores ..........c.cuus 188 30,991 256.0 32 L.oS8s —~ el D7l
Non-metallic minerals (except
AR .. o ae . 81 7,2&7 150 .1 2 1,076 53 6s2
T T R S g5 21,456 81.0 - 7Y 1,2 1.5
TRANSPORTATION ...vvvvveevnnnnn 436 100,801 8.l 34 4,754 2.9 3.6
CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE... 1,082 103 796 88.2 38 -10,887 =~ 9,6 - 9.8
o T S S A 639 29 55.4 30 93 - -
T P S . 350 50 342 135.5 g 14,52 -40.0 -22.8
T S S A R N 30,888 (w6 - 1 3,008 8.8 12.8
BBREEEEN ... .. b msaaoamons Loy  27.028 124.5 13 1,550 s.a 5.3
R v . i - rin E s PrgeThens 1.249 101,832 127.5 98 5,586 5e 4,
ADE INDOSTIRIBS .:ivivovnonssans 9,717 979,741 103.7 469 46,656 4.3 4.3

1)See footnote 2 on page 6.
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Although the general recovery in the cities was proportionately rather greater
than in the country as a whole, it was not so marked as in the preceding year over
1934. Fmploying some 42 p.c. of the aggregate workers covered in the monthly
surveys of employment, the co-operating firmg in the eight industrial centrss for
which sdparate tabulations are made, reported nearly 43 p.c. of the total mumber
added to the payrolls, while in 1935 some 60 p.c. of the net increase had been
reported by firms operating in these cities.

The gains were, of course, not uniformly distributed among the various cities;
Quebec showed a slight decline in activity, while in the remaining cities, the in-
creases over 1935 ranged from four p.c. in Ottawa to 7.3 p.c. in Vancouver. Montreal
recorded the largest gain in actual numbers involved, amounting to over 34 p.c. of
the general increase in these municipalities, a quota that very slightly exceeded
the proportion of workers in Montreal to the number employed in the eight cities,
viz., 33.7 p.c. Toronto firms reported 28.4 p.c. of the total increase, but 30.4 p.c.
of all the employees reported in the centres for which data are tabulated. Vancouver,
with 8.1 p.c. of the aggregate staff, contributed 11.9 p.c. of the increasé.

In 1936, as in the preceding year, the expanrsion in manufacturing was especially
pronounced, there being an increase of 6.5 p.c. in the average index, as compared
with that of 4.3 p.c. in all industries. Mining as a whole, logging and services
also showed disproportionately large advances in 1936 as compared with 1935, while in
trade the gain approximated the average for all industries. On the other hand, in
communications and transportation, the rate of improvement was lower than in the above-
named industrial divisions, although the percentage gains were higher than those
recorded in 1935 over 1934. Railway construction reported decidedly greater activity
than in the preceding year, while employment as reported by building contractors
remained at the same level. Highway construction and maintenance, however, showed
curtailment, so that employment in the construction group as a whole declined by
9.8 p.c., as compared with 1935. This was partly due to the reabsorption of many
former highway workers into other industries es the general situation improved,
changes in the unemployment rdlief pol}cies of the various govermmenis also in-
fluencing considerably the situation 1/in this 1line of work.

EMPLOYMENT BY ECONOMIC AREAS.

The improvement im industrial activity during 1936 extended in greater or lesser
degree to all five economic areas. The situation at the end of 1936 was better in
each of these districts than it had been at the opening of the year, and except in
the Prairies, was also more favourable than at the end of any of the preceding four
years. In Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, taken as a unit, the index was slight-
1y lower than at the close of 1935, but was higher than towards the end of 1934, 1933
and 1932. The greatest proportional gain between the 1336 low and high points occurred
in Quebec, where the maximum of activity was at Dec. 1; the index then stood at 112.6,
being 21.2 points higher than the minimum of 91.4 recorded at Apr. 1. Employment in
all five economic aresas was greater, on the average, than in the twelve months of
1935, being also at a more satisfactory level than in 1934, 1933 or 1932. 1In the
Maritime Provinces, there was a gain of 5.5 p.c. in the 1936 mean over that for 1935,
in Quebec of 5.6 p.c., in Ontario, of 3.3 p.c., in the Prairies, of 4.3 p.c. and in
British Columbia, of 3.5 p.c.

Maritime Provinces.- Employment in the Maritime Provinces fluctuated rather
less in 1936 than had been the case in 1935; moderate improvement at the first of the
year was followed by declines in the next two months. The trend then became favourable,
continuing so from Apr. 1 until Nov. 1, when the index, at 119.4, was higher than in
any other month since Sept. 1, 1930. Seasonal curtailment on a greater than average
scale took place at the beginning of December, 1936, approximately 3,000 persons being
released Jrom the payrolls of the co-operating firms. In gpite of this pronounced
decline, employment continued at a relatively high level, the index being higher than
at Dec. 1 in any previous year of the record, including Dec. 1, 1929, when the falling~
off had been ocutstandingly large, resulting in the dismissal of nearly 7,600 workers
by the co-operating firms. The index, at 115.3 at Dec. 1, 1936, was 7.2 points higher
than at the opening of the year, being also 7.8 points above the Dec. 1, 1935, level.
The aggregate payrolls of the 679 reporting employers in the Maritime Provinces
averaged 78,446 persons in 1936; in the year before, 649 fims had employed a mean of
73,912 men and women. The 1936 average index, at 109.4, was higher than in any of
the last five years.

e — e m e o AR A - P - —— = o —

1/ See footnote on page 5.
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Chart 5.- Employment by Zconomic .reas, 1933-1936.
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The index in manufacturing as a whole was consistently higher throughout the year
than in 1935, the mean being 102.0. as compared with 95.9 in 1935 and 91.8 in 1934,
The Dec. 1, 1936, index. at 107.4, was 13.l p.c. higher than at the opening of the
year, and eight p.c. higher than in the came moath in the preceding year. The great-
est improvement was in the pulp and paper, lumber and iron and steel industries,
while the index in texiiles was also rather higher. on the average, than in 1935.

Unsatisfactory sxport conditions contimued to affect transportation, as in the
last few years, althcugh this irdustry affordsd. on the whole, a slightly greater
volume of employment in 1936 than in 1935. Communications generally showed moderate
improvement over 1925. Construction on the whole was somewhat more active, being
brisker in most months of last year than in the same period of 1935. Services and
trade also registered a generally higher level of activity. Mining, except at May 1
and June 1, showed soze improvement, the Index averaging 106.7, compared with 104.2
in the preceding yecar. Logging was rather brisker than in 1935, but was not so
active as in 1934, the index of employment averaging 162.5, as compared with 160.0
in 1935, and with 203.C in 1934.

Quebec.-~ With ounly one exception. the gensral trend of employment from May 1 to
Dec. 1 was favourable in Qusbec. the gains, on the whole, being on a larger scale
than those noted in the preceding year. The index rose from its 193" low of 91l.4 at
Apr. 1 to its maximum of 112.6 at Nov. 1, or by over 23 p.c. Employment in the year
Just closed fluctuated hetwsen rather wider limits than in 1935, the index advancing
by over 21 points beiween the tirough and the peak, as compared with a variation of
some 19 points in the preceding year. Activiiy in each month of 1936 was greater
than in the correspondirg month of 1935,

The labour forces of the 2,297 co-operating employers varied between 252,688 and
312,279 workers at the dates of minimum and maximum activity, respectively, averaging
278,569 for the twelve months, while the mean index was 100.7; the 1935 average of
the 2,202 reporting firms was 262,271, and tho index averaged 95.4. while in the
preceding year it waz 91.7.

Employment in menufacturing as a whole was brisker during the entire year than
in 1935, improvemen® in this comparison being indicated each month, while the 1936
index averaged 103.3, or 6.2 p.c. higher than in the preceding year. Practically
2ll classes of mamifacturirg recorded a larger volume of employment; the improvement
in the major groups..- luaber, pulp and ;. .7, textiles and iron and steel,~ was
especially importani, in view of the large number of workers engaged in such in-
dustries.

The index of employment in communications remained unchanged in 1936. There was
a gmall advance, on the whole, in transporiation. In the logging group, activity
was gubstantially greater in eight of the twelve months; the index averaged 219.8,
ag againet 192.2 in 1935. Mining was decidedly more active in 1936 than for several
years past, largely due to gains in the metallic ore branch; the mining index averaged
184.4 as against 144.5 in the year before. Services and trade also showed greater
aptivity during the year under review.

Ontario.- An average staff of 411,397 employees was registered by the 4,301 firms
furnishing data in Ontario; the mean index wes 106.7 in 1936, or 3.4 points higher
than in the preceding year, when the payrolls of the 4,080 co-operating establishments
had averaged 395,213. Hiployment, oa the whole, showed slightly less fluctuation
during 1936 than in preceding years, there being a range of only about 10§ pofnts
between the maximum and mininmum indexes, as compared with that of 12 points in 1935,
end of nearly 19 points in 1934, The situation each month was better than in the
corresponding period of 1935, the Dec. 1 index, at 112.9, being 5.5 p.c. higher than
at the same date of the preceding year.

Manufacturers, on the whole, reported decidedly greater activity throughout 1936,
employmentgenerally being in larger volume than in any other year since 1930. 4s in
1935, the index in 1936 was slightly higher than that of factory employment in the
second great mamufacturing province - Quebec, while in 1934 and 1933 the opposite
had been the case. This was mainly due to a revival of activity in the iron and
steel industries, which are especially important in the industrial composition of
Ontario; a comparison of the data shows that the heavy industries in this province
have experienced a relatively greater measure of recovery than has been the case in
Quebec. On the other hand, the indexes in lumber and textiles continucd substantially
higher in the latter than in Ontario.
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Enployment in pulp and paper, lumber, textile, metal, food and other factories was
brisker throughout the year than in 1935, in each case also showing decided improve-
ment between the opening and the close of the year under review. Iron and steel
advanced steadily from Jan. 1 to May 1, 1936, succeeded by contractions in the next
four months; the trend was again distinctly upward in the last quarter of the year.
The contra-seasonal gains at Dec. 1 brought thz index to 100.5, being then 11.7 p.c.
higher than at the opening of the year. The index averaged 94.7, as compared with
88.1 in 1935, 72.1 in 1924, 58.3 in 1933 and 4.3 in 1932. In the textile group,
activity gained month by month from Jan. 1 until Apr. 1, and expansion was also in-
dicated in August, September and October; at the Octd maximum, the index was 6.7 PsCo.
higher than at Jan. 1, and in spite of the seasonal curtailment indicated at the
beginning of December, it was then still 6.5 points above the Jan. 1 index. The 1936
mean of 112.3 was over four points above that of the previous year.

Operations in logging camps throughout 1936 were at a relatively high level in
comparison with the last few years, the index averaging 116.6, ac compared with 107.4
in 1935, 95.9 in 1934 and 47.9 in 1937. Miring was paviicularly active, employment
in the autumn and early winter reaching the highest level in the record; at Dec. 1 the
index was 239.0, while in the twelve months it averaged 217.6. as compared with 185.8
in 1935, 154.5 in 1934 and 127.2 in 1932, The extraction of metallic ores, which
accounts for most of the persons engaged in mining in Ontario, continued at an
umisually high level during the year just passed, international monetary conditions
egain providing an important stimulus to production. The number employed in
communlications was very slightly greater than in 1935. Transportation, in each month
of 1936, was brisker than in the corrcsponding month of the nreceding year, and the
mean index was 80.0, or several puints higher than that of 75.9 in 1935, being also
higher than in any other year since 1932. Construction generally afforded less employ-
ment, partly a result of the changes in the unemployment relief policies; private and
commercial building, however, was in rather greater volume than in the preceding year.
The index for construction as a whole averaged 91.3 in the twelve months of 1936, com=-
pared with 118.9 in 13935, 158.8 in 1934, 86,2 in 1933 and 101.1 in 1932. Services
also reported greater activity than in the year before. to some extent reflecting
improvement in the tcurist trade. The voluwd of cmployment in trade was also greater
throughout 1936 than in the preceding yenr, the index averaging 134.3 or 3.6 points
higher than in 1935,

Prairie Provinces.- Employment in the Frairie Provinces showed rather less
yariation than in the preceding year, the index ranging from 90.5 at Apr. 1 to 108.6
at the beginning of Octover, as compared with a spread of some 21 points between the
1935 high and low. The general situsiion at the beginning of most months was better
than at the same date of the year before. but in the last two months, the index
numbers were lower; however, that for Oct. 1 was the highest since Nov. 1, 1931. The
averege for the twelve months under review was 99.3, or 4.1 points more than in the
preceding year. The 1,417 employers furnishing data in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and
Alberta had an average siaff of 125,810 pers .as during the year, while in 1935, the

1,349 co-operating firms reported an average payroll of 120,089 workers.

As has been pointed out in previous anmual reviews of employment, the population
of the Prairies depends to such an extent upon agriculture that much distress results
from any dislocation of the world wheat market. and from unsatisfactory crop conditions,
such as the 199 5 drought. This latter is reflected in the lowered employment indexes
shown towarde the close of the last year. WNeverthelesg, activity in mamufacturing,
mining, transportation and communications, construction and maintenance, services and
trade in the Prairie Provinces was generally greater duriag 1936 than in the preceding
year. Within the manufacturing group, there were advamces in the textile, pulp and
paper, lumber, iron and steel and some other industries. Logging was quieter in most
months of the year, the index averaging £2.2, compared with 100.8 in 1935,

British Columbia.- The 1,023 firms reporting in British Columbia employed an
average working force of 85,519 employees, while in the preceding year a mean of 81, 600
was reported by 969 employers; the 1936 index averaged 10l.1, as compared with 97.7
in 1935. In these years, it was higher than in 1934, 1933, 1932 or 1931.

All groups of manufacturing indicated heightened activity during the year under
review. The lumber, pulp and paper, textile, iron and steel and other factories report-
ed a decidedly better situation at the end of 1936 than at the beginning, while the
indexes also averaged higher than in the preceding year. Logging showed improvement,
although employment in this and other branches of the lumber industries continued to
guffer from the decline in world demand, the indexes still being at a low level in
comparigon with most years of the record. Mining, transportation, communications,
sorvices and trade were hrisker practically throughout 1936, the mean index in each of
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Chart 6.- Employmont by Principal Cities, 1933-1936,
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these being higher than in 1935, when they were. in turn, higher than in 1934 and

1933. On the other hand, construction was not so active in the year under review
as it had been in 13276,

INDEX NUMPERS BY ECONOMIC AREAS.

Monthly index rumbers by econscwic arsas are shown for the last three years in
Table 1, which also givec annual averages since 1921. The course of employment in
these areas during the last few years 1is depicted in Chart 5 . the curves being baged
upon the indexes given in Tadie i.

EMPIOYMENT BY CITIES.

Improvement in "“mdustrial exployment was reported in seven of the elght centres
for which statistics are segregated, viz., Moatreal, Toronto. Ottawa, Hamiltonm,
Windsor, Winnipeg and Vancouver. while in Quebec J..7 there was a slight recession.
The gains were relaitively greater (uring 1936 in Hamilton and Vancouver than in the
other cities. 4As in 1935, the recovery in these cities, which during 1933 and 1934
had been gererally at a slcower rate than in the Dominion as a whole, was in 1936
slightly more proncuncel. Their index rumbsrs showed en average advance of 4.9 p.ce.,
as compared with the general inzrease of 4.2 p.c. in the Dominicn. The continued
improvement in mamifaciurirg and %trals in recent months largely accounts for this
situation,

The reports show that employment was again maintained at a genorally higher
level in Ottawa and Wiadscr than in the other centres above~named, while asg in 1935,
the lowest indexes vw.re indicated in Moatreal and Winnipeg.

Montreal..- The statis cf the 1,328 Montreal firms making returns averaged 138,313
persons, while the mean index, at 92.1, was 5.5 p.c. hipher than that for the preced-
ing year. The fluctuaticuo in empleyment in 1936 were different from those of 1935;
however, gains wers made in eight mcaths, and these proviied work for a rather larger
number of persons than had beon added Yo the reported ate®fs in the preceding year.
The index rogse from 8. at Jan. 1, 1928, to 98.3 a% the beginning of December, when
activity was at &ts highest since the early autumn of 1931. Mamufacturing generally
was more active in every month of the year under roview; the index averaged 95.8, as
compared with 89.8 ia 1935. The vegetable food group showed a higher level during
eleven months of last ycar than in the sams montas of the year preceding, the average
index being higher. Tus printiag, publishing and paper goods, textile, iron and steel
and other divisions reported sudgstaniial Improvement, on the whcle, as compared with
1935. The communicativns index was fractiorally lower. Transportation was quieter
in most months, the index averaging 90.5 p.c. &f the 1926 average, as compared with
92.1 in 1935. Construciion firms reported slightly larger payrolls during the
greater part of 1936, their employment average during the year being rather better;
towards the close of 1936, public works were undertaksn for the relief of unemployment
which greatly improved ths situation. In trads, the index throughout the year under
review was higher than in 13535; the annusl average was several points higher, at 127.9.

Quebec City.~- The 1936 variation between the minimum and the maximum of employ-
ment in Quebec amounied t0 a little more than six points in the index, a range much
less than that of nearly Sourtecen points in 1935, when the average index, at 96.9,
was slightly abcve that of 95.2 in the year under review. The staffs of the 170
employers furniching data averagsd 12,661, as compared with the mean of 12,719 report-
ed by 165 firme in 1935. Actlvity in manufacturing generally was at a slightly higher
level, the mean index standing at 97.5, as against 35.6 in the preceding year. Leather
plants, on the whole, were rather busier than in 1935, and other branches of manu-
facturing also showsd 2 betterment. IEmployment in transportation and construction,
on the whole, was quieter,

Toronto.~ IEnployment improved moderately during eight months of 1936; at the
cloge of the year, the index was five points higher than at the beginning, while the
annual mean of 101.5 compared favourably with that of 97.5 for 1935. The employees
of the 1,460 firms co-cperating during the year under review averaged 124,893, while
in the year before the mean payroll of the 1,372 reporting employers was 118,543,
The manufacturing industries showsd a better situation each month of 1936 than in
1935, and the average index of 39.2 was nearly five points higher. Within this group,
vegetable food, iron and steel, textile, printing and publishing and other manu-
facturing industries reported greater employment in the twelve months under review.
The gains in iron and steel works were most marked; nevertheless, activity in this
division continues relatively dull, the index aversging only 82.2 p.c. of the 1926
average as 100,
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Transportation during 1936 showed steady improvement over the preceding year,
the index averaging 93.4, as compared with 9.4 in 1935. Communications again afford-
ed elightly less employmeni: thers was also a moderate falling-off in construction,
in which the mean indexwes only 53.6. Trading establishments, on the other hand,
ehowed heightened activity; the index averaged 126.9 in 1936, as compared with 123.7
in the preceding year.

Ottawa.- There were advances in Ottawa during six monthe of last year, as
compared with eight monthly increasss in 1935. However, the number of persons added
to the payrolls of the co~operating employers was greater in 1936, when the index
averaged 106.3, compared with 102.2 in the preceding year. Manufacturing reported a
rather larger volume of employment; ’umber and other plants showed greater activity,
but pulp and paper mills reported no general change. Construction was slacker, while
trade wag more active than in 19%5. An average payroll of 13,905 workers was empleyed
by the 186 firms whose data were received, as compared with the 1935 average of 13,1u45
Teported by 172 employers.

Hamilton.- Employment in Hamilton in 1930 did not increase to so great an extent
as in 1935, but the mean index for the year under review, at 98.3, was higher than
that of 92.6 in the preceding year. The 281 co-operating firms reported an average
working force of 31,578 perzons; in 1935. 270 establishments had 29,630 workers, on
the average. Manufacturing showzd gains in many months, being gfenerally more active
than in 1935. Iron and ste=l, electrical appliances, textiles and other groups of
factory employment, on the whale, reported improvement over 1935. As in most of the
citiees for which data are tadulated, construction in Hamilton was at a low level, the
index averaging 49.4, compared with 53.4 in the preceding year. On the other hand,
trade afforded greater employment in 1936.

Windsor.- The index number of employment in Windsor averaged 121.3 and the
recorded payrolls of the 172 co-operating firms averaged 16,495 workers in 1936,
compared with the mean index of 115.0 and 15,568 employees in 165 establishments
reported during the preceding year; in 1929, when employment was at its maximum for
this record, the average index was 153.2. Mamnufacturing showed generasl improvement,
the index averaging 129.9. or 6.2 points higher than in 1935. Heightened activity,
on the whole, was indicated in autemobile and other factories. Employment in con-
struction continued in very small volume, the index at 32.3 being only fractionally
higher than in the preceding year. Owing to the employment policy followed by some
firms in Windsor, it frequently happens that activity at the date of these enquiries
18 2t 2 lowser level than on many other days in the month; the practice of reducing
working hours rather than personnel is also an especially important factor in the
situation in that centre.

Winnipeg.- Conditions in this city contirued to improve moderately, but
employment was gtill dull, the index being lower than in any other leading city,
except Montreal. Owing to its geographical position, Winnipeg has been particularly
affected by the agricultural situation, as .21l as by other unsatisfactory factore
of more general application. Improvement was noted in only five months, the differ-
ence between the low and the high index of employment being eight points. The mean
index for the year was 92.3. compared with 87.8 in 1935. The mamufacturing division
28 a whole was brisker in every month of the year under review than in 1935; consider-
able improvement occurred in iroa and steel, food, textile and other factories.
Transportation, construc:ilon and trade generally reported a larger volume of employ-
ment. An average staff of 39,595 was employed by the 473 fims whose data were
received during the twelve months under review, compared with 37,529 reported by uhsg
establighments in 1935.

Vancouver.- During 1935, employment in Vancouver had advanced during six
monthe; the 1936 period of expansion extended over seven months, while the index
averaged 103.7, or 7.l points more than in the preceding year. The Dec. 1 index, at
106.0, compared favourably with that of 97.2 recorded at Jan. 1; in 1935, however,
there had been a gain of 11.6 points between Jan. 1 and Dec. 1. Data were furnlshed
by 429 amployers with an average payvsll of 33,295 workers in 1936, while in 1935
the means were 405 establishments and 30,630 employees. The unemployment existing
in Vancouver, as in other industrial centres, is doubtless greater than would de
indicated by these surveys of employment, owing to the unemployed transients who
gravitate there, although they may never have appeared on any of the payrolls report-
ed by Vancouver establishments. The situation in that city is aggravated by the
milder winters enjoyed as compared with other parts of Canada.
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Chart 7.- Employment as Reported by
Employers in the Manufacturing

412
Industries, 1921-1936, 0
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The heavy curve is based upon tho numbor of persons employed at the first day of thc month by the firms rcporting, compared with the average
employment they afforded in the calendur ycar 1926 as 100. The broken curve shows this crude curve corrected for seasonal variation as dotermined
by the expericnce of the last fourtecen ycars,
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Mamufacturing showed improvement over 1935 during most months of 1936, when the
index averaged 105.6, or 10.1 points higher than in the year before. In most months,
the lumber trade showed heightened activity, and other manufactures were also
gensrally brisker. The indexes for communications, transportation, services and trade
in each case averaged higher than in 1935; there was a slight advance in construction,
but the index continued low, averaging only 59.9 during the twelve months.

Index Numbers in Eizht leading Cities.

Index Numbers by oi“%s ere givea in Table 2, and Chart 6 illustrates the
fluetuations of employment in the larger industrial centres during the last few
years, the curves being based upon the figures given in Table 2.

EMPTOWENT  BY  TINDUSTRIES.

MANUTACTURTNG.,

Employment in manufariuring generally increased month by month from Jan. 1 to
Oct. 1, some 62,800 men and women being added to the staffs of the co-operating
establishments during this period. Ian 1935, there had been advances from the first
of the year to Nov. 1., or during ten months, while no previous year has shown more
than nine consecutive monthly advances. Seasonal losses on a scale less than average
in the experience of ilic years, 1921-1935, were noted at Nov. 1 and Dec. 1, 1936; the
result was that the index at the latter, after adjustment for seasonal influences,
stood at 108.1, a level higher than in any other month since midsummer of 1930.

The crude index at the end of the year, at 107.0, was 10.5 p.c. higher than at
Jan, 1, 1936, this increase over the twelve months exceeding the average advance
indicated between Jan. 1 and Dec. 1 in the period 1921-1935. Employment in each
month of 1936 was in greater volume than at the same date in the preceding year,while
the unadjusted index at the 1936 maximum of 109.0 a% Oct. 1, was higher than in any
other month since Aug. 1. 193U,

Statistics were received during 1936 from some 5,710 manmufacturers employing, on
the everage, 522,756 operatives, as compared with the average of 487,664 reported by
the 5,480 establishments making returns in 1935. The index averaged 103.4 p.c. of
the 1926 payrolls of the co-operating firms. as compared with a mean of 97.1 in the
preceding year, 90.2 in 1934, 80.9 in 1933, &4.4 in 1932, 95.3 in 1931, 109.0 in 1930
and 117.1 in 1929.

Index numbers are prepared for 45 different divisions and sub~divisions of
factory employment; in 4l of these, employment on the whols was in greater volume than
in 1935; in two it was unchanged, while in the remaining two it was not so brisk.

The most pronounced gzins during 1936 occurred in the iron and steel and other
metal, textile, lumber, vegetable focd, chemical and clay, glass and stone divisions,
The mean index in iron and steel advanced from 82.7 in 1935, to 89.2 in the year
under review, or by 7.9 p.c.; this gain is of particular importance as indicative ofa
continued upward movement in the production of capital goods, the recovery from the
low point of the depression having originated in the production of goods for
immediate coneumption.

The highest level of employment, relatively to the 1926 basic average, was main-
tained in the edible animal, leather, vegetable food, textile (notably silk, woollen
and Jnitting mills), tobacco and beverage. chemical. electric light and power,
electrical apparatus, rolling mill, automobile, heating appliance, non-ferrous metal,
noo-metallic mineral and miscellaneous manufactures. On the other hand, the indexes
in fur, lumber, musical instrument, rubber, cottor, clay, glass and stone and iron
and steel works as a whole, were lower than the average for all mamufacturing in-

duetries.

Animal Products- Edible.~ During 1936, employment in this group showed advances
during six months, the index rising from its minimum of 107.2 at Mar. 1 to 142.5 at
the maximum at the beginning of August; in the preceding year, the period of expansion
had extended over five months, but the maxima in 1935 and 1936 were practically the
pame, The mean index in the animal food group, however. at 123.5, was over six points
higher than in 1935;  .sh~-preserving and meat-packing plants and dalries contributed
to this improvement. The payrolls of the 296 employers furnishing statistics averaged
23,815 workers, varying beiween 20,564 at Mar. 1 and 27,640 at the beginning of
August; in the year before, 275 co-cperating firms reported a mean working force of
22,171 persons.
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Leather and Products.- Leather factories. on the whole, afforded more employment
throughout 1936 than in 1935. An average staff of 22,090 employees was recovded by
the 294 co-operating estarlishments, and the mean index was 108.3, as compared with
104.6 in 1935, 95.8 in 1934 and 9C.5 in 1933. Footwear factories showed moderate
improvement, and there were also gains in tanneries and in the production of other
leather goods.

Lumber Products.-- The seasonal fluctuations indicated in the lumber trades during
1936 differed from those of the preceding year. Although the 1935 period of expansion
had extended over only six months, the increases then reported had exceeded those in- X
dicated during seven moniths of the year under review. However, the succeeding season~
al declines were also smaller than during the autumn and early winter of 1935, and the
average index, at 76.9, was between five and six points higher. The payrolls of the
829 fims furnishing data, on the average, ranged between 46,237 persons at the
beginning of August, and 33,314 ut Jan. 1, averaging 40,604 in the 12 months, as com—
pared with the 1935 mean of 37,422 employed in 806 establishments. Rough and dressed
lumber mills, stimulated by an increased demand arising from improved industrial con-
ditions at home and abroad, were more active in every month than at the same period
of the year before. Gains in this comparison were also noted, on the whole, in
furniture and other lumber-using plants.

Musical Instruments.- ZEaoployment in musical instrument factories was more active
than in 1935, according to statements from 35 fi:as whose staffs averaged 1,319. The
mean index stood at 46.2 in 1936, compared with 37.8 in the preceding year. The
production of wireless apparatus is not inclvded in this industrial group, which con-
tinues to be seriously affected by the popularity of radios, as well as by other
unfavourable factors of a more general character.

Plant Products, Edible.~ Employument in vegetable food factories generally was
brisker in 1936 than in the preceding year: canneries reported decided improvement,
and chocolate and confectionery, bread and bekery and some other divisions of the
group also recorded larger pajrolls., An average working force of 33,433 persons was
registered by the 460 reporting establishments, the number of operatives ranging
between 27,814 at Feb. 1, and 4,908 at the beginning of October. The mean, general
index was 115.4 in 1936, ccmpared with 1C6.7 in the year before.

Pulp and Paper.- Thz pulp and paper industries continued to reflect a certain
meagure of recovery in the foreign and domestic market, employment throughout 1936
averaging higher than in the preceding year. The trend was favourable in eight
months asd at the beginning ¢f December, the index, standing at 105.5, was over nine
p.¢. higher than at the beginning of the year, being also higher by 6.9 p.c. than
at Dec. 1, 1935. The reported staffs of 600 establishments averaged 61,471 employees,
and the index 10l.1, as compared with the mean index of 95.6 in the preceding year,
when 584 plants had employed 57,894 men and women. FEmployment in 1936 was generally
greater in eadh of the three divisicns of the group ~ pulp and paper. printing and
publishing and paper goods.

Rubber Products.~ Activity in rubber factories showed quite steady improvement in
1936, and was in greater volume than in 1935, the mean index being 97.8, as compared
with 92.3 in the year before. The Dec. 1 index, at 101l.2, was ten p.c. higher than
at Jan. 1, 1936. The payrolls of the 52 plants supplying information during 1936
averaged 12,U6l4, rexging between 11,722 workers at Jan. 1, and 13,150 at the beginning
of October. In the preceding year, the employees had averaged 11,763, the number of
establishments being the same.,

Textile Products.~ The textile industries continued active during 1936, employ-
ment being at a much higher level than was reported in manufacturing as a whole; the
index at 120.8 at the end of the year was higher by 7.5 points than at the beginning
of January, being also higher than at Dec. 1 in the preceding year. The index in each
month of 1936 was above that in the same period of 1935, while the twelve-month mean
stood at 117.7, as compared with 111.6 in 1935, An average staff of 100,953 was
employed by the co-operating mamufacturers, who averaged 1,01L4:;nl1935, 965 firms
reported 95,224 employees. The cotton, woollen, silk, hosiery and knitting, garment
and other branches of this group shared in the generally upward movement.

Pobacco, Distilled a2nd Malt Jigquors.~ Statements were compiled from 178 firms,
whose working forces averaged 16,507 persons, The mean index was 122.9 in 1936, as
compared with 121.5 in 1935, Tobacco factories were quieter during some months of
the year under review, while steady improveme:nt was noted in beverage establishments.
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Chart 8.- Zmploymoent by Leading Industries, 1933-1936.
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E Chart 9.- Zmploymsnt by Loading Industrics.
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Chemical and Allied Prcducts.~ The level of employment in this group was sub-
stantially higher han that reported in the precading year: the index averaged 138,1,
as compared with 128.G in 1935. An average staff of 11,354 was registered by the
200 employers whose statistics were %abulated. In 1935, a mean of 190 firms had
reported working forces averaging 10.251 persons.

Clay, Glass _and Stone Products.~ While empluyment in these industries was still
greatly depressed as ccmpared with earlier years of the record when building had been
active, the situatiocn was nevertheless better than in any other year since 19%31. The
index number averagad 79.5, while in 1935 i% was 72.Y4; in 1933, at the minimum, it
was 55.6, and in 1920, the year of mazimum activity, it stood at 12€.2. For the
twelve months under review, 201 factories reported an average payroll of 8,806 persons,
ranging from 7,13 at Feb. 1, 1936, to 9,857 at the beginning of September. The firms
making returns in the preceding year had an average of 7,978 employees.

Electric Light anc Power.-- The number reported as engaged about electric light
and powsr plants was larger in each month of 1936 than in the preceding year. The
index averaged 116.7, as compared with 132.5 in 1935, while the aggregate staffs of
the 98 co-operating producers averaged 14,733 during 1936. Tie %rend was steadily
upward from Feb. 1 to Sept. L.

Electrical Apparatuz.~ Employment i this division, -which ircludes a consider~

able- proportion c¢f the firms producicg radios and equipment, was in largsr volume in

1936 than in 1935. The 12l-reportingfirms had, on the average,-i4,831 workers, and
the mean index was 121.6, as compared with 109-emplayers of 12,450 persons. and a
mean index of 114.2 in 1935.

Iron and Steel Products.- Iron and steel works have shown important increases
since the low point of the depression in these industries was reached in 1933; during
1934 and 1935, substantial improvement was indicated, while the favourable movement
continued generally in evidence throughout 1936. The usual contraction at the
opening of last ycar was followed by marked recovery uvn%ii May l. The tendency was
then downward in ihe next four months, while the upward trend was resumed at the
beginning of October, and thare were large gains ai Nov. 1 and Dec. 1. The index, at
its 1936 peak of 94.1 at Mey 1, was 10.8 p.c. higher than at Jan. 1, being also higher
than in any other mouil since May of 1931. The Dec. 1 index, at 92.1, compared
favourably with that of 86.8 indicated at the same date in the preceding year, while
the average for the ysar was &5.2, or 7.9 p.c. higher than the 1935 mean of 82.7, and
46.0 p.c. higher than the 1933 average (61.1).

The aggregate working force of the 852 manufacturers of iron and steel products
furnishing date during 1936 averaged 117.086 persons; in 1935 the mean of the 835
establishments was 108,994, and at the 1929 maximum, it was 161,126 in the 661 co-
operating plants. The average labecur force per establishment in the year under review

was 137, compared with 131 in 1935,

In practically every month of 1936, employment in the rrude, rolled and forged,
machinery, land vehicle, heating appliance, structural iron and steel, foundry and
machine shop and miscellaneous iron and steel plants was at a higher lewl than in
the same period of 1935. In agricultural implement factories activity, on the whole,
was slightly greater, wuile no ganeral change was shown in autsiiobile and steel ship
building works. This general improvemeni during the year under review is of especial
importance as indica*ive of recovery in the manufacture of the agents of production;
nevertheless, activity in the iron and steel group continued at a low level as
compared with most years for which statistics are available. The index for the year,
as already stated, was only 839.2 p.c. of ths 1926 average as 100.

Non-Ferrous Metal Producis.— Fmployment in this division was on the whole in
decidedly greater voiume, the index averaging 133.1, as compared with 119.6 in 1935.
The reported employees numbered 21,172, on ihe average, and were engaged 1in 167
establiskments, as compered with a 1935 mean of 18,940 workers in 154 plants.
Additions to staffs were recorded in eight mowths of last year, while the index rose
by nearly 21 poinis from Jan. 1 to Oct. 1. when the employment index was at its peak
of 142.7. This was 16.9 points higher than at the beginning of October in 1935.

Non-Metallic Mineral Producis.- There were gains in seven months of the year;
these were on a rather smaller acale than those noted during 1935, when the period
of expansion had been longer by one month. However, the 1936 employment index
averaged slightly higher, at 138.2, as compared with 134.6 in the preceding year.
Statements were received each month from 129 firms whose staffs averaged 13,991
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pe cammEil . 1Y % employeTs had 13,585 workers on theixr payrolls.
Employment .~ vue manuta.. -un-metallic minerals was higher in thgﬂﬁkur years
in relation to the 1926 average tlan in mosi other manufacturing divisions.

Other Manufacturing Industiries.~ Fur factories on the whole reported a slightly
lower level of employment than in 1935, the index averaging 90.4, as against 91.8 in
the preceding year. The producticn of miscellaneous manufactured products showed
congiderable advances, the situation being better than in the last few years, while
improvement was also indicated in wood distillates and extracts.

1OGGING.

Employment in logging during 1975 had reached a volume never exceeded in this
record; during 1936, activity generally continued at a high level, and the annual
index showed a further increase, standing at 138.7, as compared with 126.9 in 1935,
and with 125.8 in 1929, the previous maximum. Improvoment over 1935 was indicated
in all but the Prairie Provinces, that in Quebec being especially marked. The
working force of the 321 logging firms supplying information during 1936 averaged
39,234, The reported payrolls varied beiween 25,033 at Muy 1 and 75,664 at the first
of December. In 1935, the number employed by the 301 employers co~operating was
35,427. Previous issves have mentioned that the difficulties of collecting data cover-
ing bush operations are constantiy increased by the growing practice on the part of
the larger operators, of leuiing contractis for their wood requirements to small con-
tractors and to settlers on the northern frontiers of settlement. From many of such
contractors, it is impossible %to obtain data, at any rate in time for inclusion in
the monthly surveys of employment.

MINING.

There were gains in minirg during seven months of 1935, while the trend was upward
in only six months of last year, when emplcyment was, however, maintained at a consist-
ently higher level, being, on the average, also in greater volume than in any other
year on record. The index at 150.3 at Dec. 1, 1936, was 15.7 p.c. higher than at the
opening of the year, and was also i4.6 p.c. higher than at Dec. 1, 1935, The mean
index for 1936 was 136.5, compared with 123.7 in the preceding year.

In coal-mining, employment was in slightly greater volume, on the whole, the index
averaging 89.8, compared with 8%.4 in 15%5. The labour force of the 102 co-operaring
operators averaged 24,300 workers in 1936, as against a mean of 23,915 men employed in
101 mines in the preceding year.

Employment in the extraction of metallic ores was generally much brisker than in
1935, or any other year for which statistics are available: the mean index, at 256.0,
was over 17 p.c. above the average of the preceding year. The index taried from 226.6
at Jan. 1 to 286.7 at Nov. 1, showing uninterrupted improvement during these months.
The staffs of the 189 reporiing firms averaged 30,991 during the year under review,
compared with 26,064 in 157 mines during 1975. World monetary conditions continued
to exprcise a decidedly stimiélating effect on activity in the metallic ore division.

Non-metallic Minerals, (other than coal), again showed considerably increased
employment, the situation in each month of 1936 being better than in the same period
of the preceding year. The index averaged 110.1, as compared with 94.8 in 1935. An
average payroll of 7,547 persons was employed duriug 1936 by the 81 co-operating
firme, while those reporting in the preceding year had a mean of 6,471. Quarries
and other divisions coming under this heading recorded heightened activity.

TRANSPORTATION.

The fluctuations in employment during the year under review differed from those
of 1935, there being incregses in seven months, during which the numbers added to
s taffs were larger than in the preceding year. The employment index for 1936 averaged
84,1, as compared<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>