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The use of a new base for the employment index maintained by the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics has long been under discussion, as the Jamuary, 1920,
hase herctofore used is now obsolete, besides possessing the disadvantage of being
& single-month base in a highly abnormal period.

After much deliberation, it wmas decided that the new btase should be the
average of the 1926 payrolls of the reporting firms, The work of calculating the
individual bases for the co-opérating employers, and of recalculating the index

nunbers for past years upon the new base has now been effected, aand from January 1,

1929, the indexes publisiied in the press letters will refer to the calendar year
1926 as 100.

‘&

“In order to give comparisons in greater detail than is possible in the
moathly releas=s, the 1928 Annual Review 'of Employment has been somewhat enlarged
$0 show monthly index numbers for every month from January, 1921, as recalculated
upon the 1926 base, for the cconomic areas and main industrial groups. Index
numbers for the leading citics arc also given on the new basc for cach month since
January, 1922, no carlicr figurcs being availablc. Finally, monthly index numbers

 ~for somc 65 citics arc shown on the ncw basc for the five ycars 1924-1928.

\ Comparetive data for thc same months of carlicr ycars will be given, as hithorto,

in the &4ffercnt tables in cach of the monthly press lctters, so that those

4intcrested wili continuc to have five-ycar compariscns upen which to work,
o~ .

A bricf cxplanation rogarding the mcthod used in converting tho 1921~
1928 induxes may bo desirced. In the past, the index numbers have reflectod tho
chans2 in thc cmploym.nt affordcd by the rcporting firms in a given unit for any .
m¢.a, from that afforded by the samc firms in January, 1920 as 100 p.c.. The
1 20 factor in tho indexcs having been constant thrcughout the record, av was
only nceessary to find the porcentago rclationship botween the 1926 average

" index for any rarticular industry or locality, amd that for the same unit in

other months, in order trat this new index might express for the particular
month, the relationship existing between the current situation in that irndustry
or locality and its 1920 average employment, This method,which possesces the
great advantage of simplicity, has accordingly been followed in recalculating
uyon the 1926 basc the indercs for past months, From January 1, 1929, the use

\ "of the figurcs for 1920 as 100 has ceased, and future indexes will be computed

in the manner herctofore uscd, but with the 1926 average of employment afforded
by the reporting firms as 100 p.c.

The Pureau feols that this occasion presents an opportunity of
publicly oxpressing its appreciation of the prompt and regular co-opcration
thet has been reundercd by individual cmployers in all lincs of iundustry, in
furnishing the data upen which thosc indexes arc bascd.
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