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REPORT CONTENT SUMMARY 
 

 This report looks to highlight the major sectors in South Korea, 
and attempts to identify the best opportunities for Canadian 
exports.  
 

 Specifically, the data analysis that follows focusses on the top 
ten South Korean imports by major aggregate sector, of which 
Canada is a supplier. It identifies the gap between South 
Korea’s imports from the world and the proportion provided by 
Canada, and then outlines top international competitors.  

 

 Unless otherwise specified, all figures in this document are 
based on import data as reported by Korea Customs and Trade 
Development Institution, and were sourced from Global Trade 
Atlas (2015). 

 
 

SOUTH KOREAN MARKET SUMMARY 
 

 South Korea was the seventh-largest importer of agri-food and 
seafood products in the world. South Korea recorded imports of 
C$32.8 billion in 2014, and Canada’s share was 2.0% or 
C$653.8 million.  
 

 In 2014, South Korea was the 26
th
-largest exporter of agri-food 

and seafood products in the world, exporting C$8.1 billion. This 
was an increase of 10.7% from 2013. 

  

 South Korea’s agri-food and seafood imports from Canada 
have been fluctuating over the 2010-14 period resulting in an 
ever expanding supply gap not only overall, but among almost 
the entire top ten South Korean import commodities. 

 
 
Note: Please see the Annex at the end of this document for a list of abbreviations 
that will be used throughout this report. 
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TRADE OVERVIEW  
 
In 2014, South Korea was the 7

th
-largest importer and 26

th
-largest exporter of agri-food and seafood 

products in the world, resulting in South Korea being a net importer. In the same year, South Korea’s  
agri-food and seafood trade deficit was C$24.7 billion with imports valued at C$32.8 billion, and C$8.1 
billion in exports. South Korea imported a wide variety of agri-food and seafood products with their top 
imports being cereals (14.2% of total imports), fish and crustaceans (12.3%), and meat and edible offal 
(11.4%). The top three supplying countries were the United States, China and Australia. Canada was 
ranked eleventh among all the supplying countries to South Korea, and has seen some fluctuation in 
market share over the last few years, averaging a 2.6% share from 2010-14. 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Agri-Food and Seafood Products, C$ Millions 
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

World  21,692.95   27,684.57   27,538.48   28,725.21   32,755.90  10.85 

1 United States  6,089.65   7,481.80   6,594.18   6,139.03   8,690.36  9.30 

2 China  3,244.71   3,723.48   3,513.64   4,024.53   4,414.37  8.00 

3 Australia  2,148.31   2,693.51   2,791.40   2,439.89   2,755.95  6.42 

4 Brazil  1,217.01   1,366.40   2,043.65   2,781.78   2,016.73  13.46 

5 Vietnam  516.93   726.93   855.17   830.11   1,155.54  22.28 

6 Russia  545.48   682.91   685.33   685.14   982.08  15.84 

7 Thailand  449.60   869.83   884.68   849.59   894.25  18.76 

8 India  375.82   442.92   660.63   1,039.32   763.88  19.40 

9 Philippines  468.27   520.17   551.02   594.88   703.09  10.70 

10 Indonesia  314.70   428.11   448.94   450.81   660.62  20.37 

11 Canada  581.25   1,137.16   657.47   562.91   653.84  2.99 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Agri-Food and Seafood Products, % Share 
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
PP Change 

2010-14 

1 United States 28.07 27.03 23.95 21.37 26.53 -1.54 

2 China 14.96 13.45 12.76 14.01 13.48 -1.48 

3 Australia 9.90 9.73 10.14 8.49 8.41 -1.49 

4 Brazil 5.61 4.94 7.42 9.68 6.16 0.55 

5 Vietnam 2.38 2.63 3.11 2.89 3.53 1.15 

6 Russia 2.51 2.47 2.49 2.39 3.00 0.49 

7 Thailand 2.07 3.14 3.21 2.96 2.73 0.66 

8 India 1.73 1.60 2.40 3.62 2.33 0.60 

9 Philippines 2.16 1.88 2.00 2.07 2.15 -0.01 

10 Indonesia 1.45 1.55 1.63 1.57 2.02 0.57 

11 Canada 2.68 4.11 2.39 1.96 2.00 -0.68 
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Canada has a large supply gap with South Korea, despite being its eleventh-largest supplier of agri-food 
and seafood products. South Korean imports from Canada have been very up and down over the  
2010-14 period, posting a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 3.0% which was 7.9% less than the 
10.9% CAGR for South Korean imports from the world over the same time period. South Korea has a 
diverse supplier list for agri-food and seafood products, totaling 198 countries in 2014, but the top five 
players represent a combined 58.1% of the import market, signalling a relatively concentrated supply 
environment.   

 
 

Agri-Food and Seafood Products Supply Gap, C$ Millions 
 

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

South Korea’s imports from the 
world 

 21,692.95   27,684.57   27,538.48   28,725.21   32,755.90  10.85 

South Korea’s imports from 
Canada 

 581.25   1,137.16   657.47   562.91   653.84  2.99 

Supply gap  21,111.70   26,547.41   26,881.02   28,162.30   32,102.06  11.05 

 
 
Cereals was South Korea’s top-grossing commodity in 2014, with a value of C$4.6 billion or 14.2% of 
overall agri-food and seafood imports. However, from the 2010 to 2014 period, cereals was a  
middle-of-the-road performer, with a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 7.8%. In comparison, the 
smaller categories of edible fruit and nuts, meat and edible offal and miscellaneous edible preparations 
posted the strongest value sales growth with CAGRs of 20.8%, 14.9% and 13.3, respectively, over the 
same period. 
 

 
South Korea’s Top Ten Agri-Food and Seafood Commodity Imports from the World, C$ Millions 

 

Rank 
HS 

Code 
Commodity 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

CAGR % 
2010-14 

Total Agri-Food and Seafood Imports  21,692.95   27,684.57   27,538.48   28,725.21   32,755.90  10.85 

1 10 Cereals  3,437.62   4,574.11   4,602.02   4,975.06   4,649.97  7.84 

2 03 Fish and crustaceans   2,852.91   3,379.68   3,214.64   3,232.01   4,022.88  8.97 

3 02 Meat and edible offal  2,131.92   3,406.95   2,868.87   2,768.86   3,726.69  14.98 

4 23 
Food waste and 
prepared animal feed 

 1,705.44   1,761.23   2,021.52   2,429.55   2,670.12  11.86 

5 12 Oilseeds   1,313.01   1,430.10   1,679.60   1,807.07   2,057.20  11.88 

6 08 Edible fruit and nuts  847.89   1,037.54   1,298.93   1,435.29   1,807.44  20.83 

7 21 
Miscellaneous edible 
preparations 

 869.18   1,144.58   1,119.85   1,209.93   1,430.12  13.26 

8 17 
Sugars and sugar 
confectionary 

 1,207.28   1,451.17   1,369.40   1,333.08   1,377.25  3.35 

9 20 
Prepared vegetables, 
fruits and nuts  

 659.14   771.71   851.03   910.71   1,014.28  11.38 

10 22 Beverages  660.68   724.58   790.04   833.44   988.67  10.60 
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TOP TEN AGRI-FOOD AND SEAFOOD COMMODITY IMPORTS  

 

1. CEREALS 
 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Cereals, C$ Millions 
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

World  3,437.62   4,574.11   4,602.02   4,975.06   4,649.97  7.84 

United States  2,208.05   2,545.04   1,753.11   670.53   2,049.56  -1.84 

Ukraine  140.99   6.01   305.72   220.22   487.75  36.38 

Australia  276.37   662.20   746.98   446.11   463.71  13.81 

Brazil  93.03   43.37   576.42   1,286.96   433.90  46.96 

China  158.52   247.72   85.84   308.74   227.46  9.45 

Russia  15.77   1.27   4.95   53.30   203.43  89.50 

Canada  181.12   483.16   130.06   92.39   186.28  0.70 

Argentina  61.81   1.13   329.34   819.70   152.01  25.23 

Serbia  39.61   157.17   223.10   70.65   104.32  27.39 

Bulgaria  30.76   4.96   -     47.10   74.51  24.76 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Cereals, % Share  
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
PP Change 

2010-14 

United States 64.23 55.64 38.09 13.48 44.08 -20.15 

Ukraine 4.10 0.13 6.64 4.43 10.49 6.39 

Australia 8.04 14.48 16.23 8.97 9.97 1.93 

Brazil 2.71 0.95 12.53 25.87 9.33 6.62 

China 4.61 5.42 1.87 6.21 4.89 0.28 

Russia 0.46 0.03 0.11 1.07 4.37 3.91 

Canada 5.27 10.56 2.83 1.86 4.01 -1.26 

Argentina 1.80 0.02 7.16 16.48 3.27 1.47 

Serbia 1.15 3.44 4.85 1.42 2.24 1.09 

Bulgaria 0.89 0.11 0.00 0.95 1.60 0.71 

         
 

Cereals Supply Gap, C$ Millions 
 

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

South Korea’s imports from the 
world 

 3,437.62   4,574.11   4,602.02   4,975.06   4,649.97  7.84 

South Korea’s imports from 
Canada 

 181.12   483.16   130.06   92.39   186.28  0.70 

Supply gap  3,256.50   4,090.95   4,471.96   4,882.67   4,463.69  8.20 
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South Korea’s Top Five Cereal Product Imports, C$ Millions  
 

HS Code Description 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR% 
2012-14 

100590 
Corn (maize), other than seed 
corn 

 2,598.86   2,754.35   2,905.06  5.73% 

100199 Non-durum wheat  1,772.53   1,661.64   1,338.13  -13.11% 

100620 Husked brown rice  48.64   317.32   258.17  130.39% 

100630 
Rice, semi- or wholly-milled, 
whether or not polished or glazed 

 105.37   181.01   68.47  -19.39% 

100390 Barley  30.66   22.90   26.16  -7.63% 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Five Cereal Product Imports  
and Top Supplying Countries, 2014 

 

HS Code Product Description 
Market Share % Canada’s 

% Share 1 2 3 

100590 
Corn (maize), other than seed 
corn 

United States 
52.85 

Brazil 
14.94 

Ukraine 
12.16 

N/A 

100199 Non-durum wheat 
United States 

35.43 
Australia 

28.95 
Canada 
13.29 

13.29 

100620 Husked brown rice 
China 
59.48 

Australia 
12.59 

Thailand 
10.77 

N/A 

100630 
Rice, semi- or wholly-milled, 
whether or not polished or glazed 

China 
84.21 

United States 
11.84 

Vietnam 
3.42 

N/A 

100390 Barley 
Australia 

66.48 
India 
22.47 

United States 
9.98 

0.35 
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2. FISH AND CRUSTACEANS 
 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Fish and Crustaceans, C$ Millions 
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

World  2,852.91   3,379.68   3,214.64   3,232.01   4,022.88  8.97 

China  970.96   1,049.62   922.83   890.01   1,122.68  3.70 

Russia  506.24   653.47   649.95   605.98   741.07  10.00 

Vietnam  310.02   384.00   394.93   384.57   538.41  14.80 

United States  113.79   137.09   165.31   210.60   240.50  20.57 

Norway  97.53   133.33   111.10   122.71   201.94  19.96 

Taiwan  94.02   122.94   127.23   117.21   115.35  5.24 

Thailand  79.41   91.57   102.27   75.40   114.00  9.46 

Chile  35.12   99.92   67.17   85.93   112.26  33.72 

Japan  218.20   152.14   102.71   97.89   100.90  -17.54 

Hong Kong  55.94   76.23   64.46   55.62   80.62  9.57 

Canada (11)  41.37   54.48   54.26   73.24   55.78  7.76 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Fish and Crustaceans, % Share  
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
PP Change 

2010-14 

China 34.03 31.06 28.71 27.54 27.91 -6.12 

Russia 17.74 19.34 20.22 18.75 18.42 0.68 

Vietnam 10.87 11.36 12.29 11.90 13.38 2.51 

United States 3.99 4.06 5.14 6.52 5.98 1.99 

Norway 3.42 3.94 3.46 3.80 5.02 1.60 

Taiwan 3.30 3.64 3.96 3.63 2.87 -0.43 

Thailand 2.78 2.71 3.18 2.33 2.83 0.05 

Chile 1.23 2.96 2.09 2.66 2.79 1.56 

Japan 7.65 4.50 3.20 3.03 2.51 -5.14 

Hong Kong 1.96 2.26 2.01 1.72 2.00 0.04 

Canada (11) 1.45 1.61 1.69 2.27 1.39 -0.06 
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Fish and Crustaceans Supply Gap, C$ Millions 
 

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

South Korea’s imports from the 
world 

 2,852.91   3,379.68   3,214.64   3,232.01   4,022.88  8.97 

South Korea’s imports from 
Canada 

 41.37   54.48   54.26   73.24   55.78  7.76 

Supply gap  2,811.54   3,325.20   3,160.39   3,158.77   3,967.10  8.99 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Five Fish and Crustacean Product Imports, C$ Millions  
 

HS Code Description 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR% 
2012-14 

030389 
Frozen fish, not elsewhere 
specified 

 524.55   506.87   567.40  4.00 

030617 Frozen shrimp and prawns  292.21   315.45   456.19  24.95 

030759 
Frozen, dried, salted or in brine 
octopus 

 237.23   243.69   384.22  27.27 

030367 Frozen Alaska Pollock  230.31   214.97   246.09  3.37 

030499 
Frozen fish meat, not elsewhere 
specified 

 178.11   169.74   194.86  4.60 

   
 

South Korea’s Top Five Fish and Crustacean Product Imports  
and Top Supplying Countries, 2014 

   

HS Code Product Description 
Market Share % Canada’s 

% Share 1 2 3 

030389 
Frozen fish, not elsewhere 
specified 

China 
55.87 

Taiwan 
10.90 

Senegal 
7.75 

1.17 

030617 Frozen shrimp and prawns 
Vietnam 

49.70 
Ecuador 

10.06 
China 
9.39 

N/A 

030759 
Frozen, dried, salted or in brine 
octopus 

China 
47.60 

Vietnam 
34.48 

Thailand 
8.59 

N/A 

030367 Frozen Alaska Pollock 
Russia 
96.36 

United States 
3.11 

Japan 
0.41 

0.12 

030499 
Frozen fish meat, not elsewhere 
specified 

Vietnam 
52.85 

China 
23.73 

Indonesia 
6.34 

N/A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page | 8  

 

3. MEAT AND EDIBLE OFFAL 
 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Meat and Edible Offal, C$ Millions 
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

World  2,131.92   3,406.95   2,868.87   2,768.86   3,726.69  14.98 

United States  692.17   1,268.32   997.62   980.59   1,382.01  18.87 

Australia  669.97   865.48   778.48   888.15   1,086.61  12.85 

Germany  14.35   110.47   137.06   118.96   242.60  102.78 

Brazil  85.69   75.70   144.90   151.59   152.86  15.57 

Spain  37.37   79.29   58.87   54.59   140.76  39.31 

New Zealand  126.31   157.35   121.40   120.21   134.98  1.67 

Canada  104.56   219.77   147.83   93.28   106.97  0.57 

Chile  116.59   118.88   126.71   107.02   106.77  -2.18 

Austria  47.46   79.04   51.07   39.66   67.84  9.34 

France  52.79   67.52   50.52   33.36   52.26  -0.25 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Meat and Edible Offal, % Share  
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
PP Change 

2010-14 

United States 32.47 37.23 34.77 35.41 37.08 4.61 

Australia 31.43 25.40 27.14 32.08 29.16 -2.27 

Germany 0.67 3.24 4.78 4.30 6.51 5.84 

Brazil 4.02 2.22 5.05 5.47 4.10 0.08 

Spain 1.75 2.33 2.05 1.97 3.78 2.03 

New Zealand 5.92 4.62 4.23 4.34 3.62 -2.30 

Canada 4.90 6.45 5.15 3.37 2.87 -2.03 

Chile 5.47 3.49 4.42 3.87 2.86 -2.61 

Austria 2.23 2.32 1.78 1.43 1.82 -0.41 

France 2.48 1.98 1.76 1.20 1.40 -1.08 

 
 

Meat and Edible Offal Supply Gap, C$ Millions 
 

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

South Korea’s imports from the 
world 

 2,131.92   3,406.95   2,868.87   2,768.86   3,726.69  14.98 

South Korea’s imports from 
Canada 

 104.56   219.77   147.83   93.28   106.97  0.57 

Supply gap  2,027.36   3,187.18   2,721.04   2,675.58   3,619.72  15.59 
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South Korea’s Top Five Meat and Edible Offal Product Imports, C$ Millions  
 

HS Code Description 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR% 
2012-14 

020329 Frozen pork meat  1,027.63   782.41   1,188.18  7.53 

020230 Frozen boneless beef  597.60   682.27   829.27  17.80 

020220 Frozen bone in beef cuts  344.56   415.28   573.56  29.02 

020130 Fresh/chilled boneless beef  271.19   286.27   377.13  17.93 

020714 
Frozen chicken cuts and edible 
offal, including livers 

 243.09   237.33   275.56  6.47 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Five Meat and Edible Offal Product Imports  
and Top Supplying Countries, 2014 

 

HS Code Product Description 
Market Share % Canada’s 

% Share 1 2 3 

020329 Frozen pork meat 
United States 

29.13 
Germany 

20.22 
Spain 
1.49 

5.93 

020230 Frozen boneless beef 
Australia 

58.07 
United States 

35.15 
New Zealand 

5.87 
0.39 

020220 Frozen bone in beef cuts 
United States 

63.51 
Australia 

23.84 
New Zealand 

10.83 
1.58 

020130 Fresh/chilled boneless beef 
Australia 

70.66 
United States 

28.59 
Canada 

0.45 
0.45 

020714 
Frozen chicken cuts and edible 
offal, including livers 

Brazil 
55.47 

United States 
38.33 

Denmark 
5.57 

N/A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page | 10  

 

4. FOOD WASTE AND PREPARED ANIMAL FEED 
 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Food Waste and Prepared Animal Feed, C$ Millions 
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

World  1,705.44   1,761.23   2,021.52   2,429.55   2,670.12  11.86 

Brazil  329.78   307.58   367.13   516.12   603.21  16.29 

China  293.14   326.31   380.15   554.78   581.62  18.68 

United States  374.79   276.52   250.63   355.74   458.88  5.19 

India  152.12   210.41   245.68   346.50   329.46  21.31 

Indonesia  84.85   124.15   158.96   174.59   175.12  19.86 

Malaysia  53.47   70.75   79.10   89.51   72.25  7.82 

Philippines  56.27   44.16   65.46   88.17   60.39  1.78 

Chile  40.79   32.19   35.63   30.73   49.49  4.95 

Argentina  136.72   186.88   220.01   42.89   38.88  -26.98 

France  23.10   28.52   44.92   31.59   38.00  13.25 

Canada (14)  13.17   6.82   9.19   14.47   21.53  13.09 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Food Waste and Prepared Animal Feed, % Share  
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
PP Change 

2010-14 

Brazil 19.34 17.46 18.16 21.24 22.59 3.25 

China 17.19 18.53 18.81 22.83 21.78 4.59 

United States 21.98 15.70 12.40 14.64 17.19 -4.79 

India 8.92 11.95 12.15 14.26 12.34 3.42 

Indonesia 4.98 7.05 7.86 7.19 6.56 1.58 

Malaysia 3.13 4.02 3.91 3.68 2.71 -0.42 

Philippines 3.30 2.51 3.24 3.63 2.26 -1.04 

Chile 2.39 1.83 1.76 1.26 1.85 -0.54 

Argentina 8.02 10.61 10.88 1.77 1.46 -6.56 

France 1.35 1.62 2.22 1.30 1.42 0.07 

Canada (14) 0.77 0.39 0.45 0.60 0.81 0.04 
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Food Waste and Prepared Animal Feed Supply Gap, C$ Millions 
 

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

South Korea’s imports from the 
world 

 1,705.44   1,761.23   2,021.52   2,429.55   2,670.12  11.86 

South Korea’s imports of from 
Canada 

 13.17   6.82   9.19   14.47   21.53  13.09 

Supply gap  1,692.27   1,754.41   2,012.33   2,415.08   2,648.59  11.85 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Five Food Waste and Prepared Animal Feed Product Imports, C$ Millions 
 

HS Code Description 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR% 
2012-14 

230400 
Soybean oilcake and other solid 
residue, whether or not ground 
or in pellet form 

 689.70   942.17   1,094.03  25.95 

230990 
Prepared animal feed, except 
dog or cat food put up for retail 

 193.73   204.02   248.10  13.17 

230330 
Brewing or distilling dregs and 
waste, whether or not in pellet 
form 

 159.10   163.13   232.09  20.78 

230310 
Residues of starch manufacture 
and similar residues, whether or 
not in pellet form 

 204.03   244.84   180.94  -5.83 

230649 
Canola seed oilcake and toher 
solid residues, not elsewhere 
specified 

 120.38   141.86   160.30  15.39 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Five Food Waste and Prepared Animal Feed Product Imports 
and Top Supplying Countries, 2014 

 

HS Code Product Description 
Market Share % Canada’s 

% Share 1 2 3 

230400 
Soybean oilcake and other solid 
residue, whether or not ground 
or in pellet form 

Brazil 
55.06 

China 
21.90 

United States 
10.83 

N/A 

230990 
Prepared animal feed, except 
dog or cat food, put up for retail 

China 
27.74 

United States 
20.64 

Japan 
6.44 

2.24 

230330 
Brewing or distilling dregs and 
waste, whether or not in pellet 
form 

United States 
93.41 

Canada 
3.87 

China 
2.48 

3.87 

230310 
Residues of starch manufacture 
and similar residues, whether or 
not in pellet form 

China 
91.81 

United States 
7.35 

Netherlands 
0.31 

N/A 

230649 
Canola seed oilcake and toher 
solid residues, not elsewhere 
specified 

India 
98.65 

China 
1.03 

Indonesia 
0.32 

N/A 
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5. OILSEEDS 
*including seeds for sowing and fodder 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Oilseeds, C$ Millions 
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

World  1,313.01   1,430.10   1,679.60   1,807.07   2,057.20  11.88 

United States  616.07   588.72   636.67   743.78   773.88  5.87 

China  225.03   315.77   354.77   353.86   399.83  15.45 

Brazil  196.02   214.26   209.53   241.08   316.04  12.68 

Australia  124.54   100.23   193.41   146.13   196.73  12.11 

India  65.00   64.39   72.59   84.79   115.45  15.45 

Paraguay  0.00   49.63   86.63   54.65   71.33  3175.03 

Ethiopia  0.87   0.45   1.50   4.75   26.98  136.12 

Canada  4.49   16.67   28.81   66.11   19.73  44.82 

Japan  19.88   22.20   16.53   13.53   15.90  -5.43 

Indonesia  7.34   11.14   9.59   6.22   14.82  19.22 

Pakistan  0.94   0.59   3.12   5.78   11.47  86.68 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Oilseeds, % Share  
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
PP Change 

2010-14 

United States 46.92 41.17 37.91 41.16 37.62 -9.30 

China 17.14 22.08 21.12 19.58 19.44 2.30 

Brazil 14.93 14.98 12.48 13.34 15.36 0.43 

Australia 9.48 7.01 11.52 8.09 9.56 0.08 

India 4.95 4.50 4.32 4.69 5.61 0.66 

Paraguay 0.00 3.47 5.16 3.02 3.47 3.47 

Ethiopia 0.07 0.03 0.09 0.26 1.31 1.25 

Canada 0.34 1.17 1.72 3.66 0.96 0.62 

Japan 1.51 1.55 0.98 0.75 0.77 -0.74 

Indonesia 0.56 0.78 0.57 0.34 0.72 0.16 

Pakistan 0.07 0.04 0.19 0.32 0.56 0.49 
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Oilseeds Supply Gap, C$ Millions 
 

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

South Korea’s imports from the 
world 

 1,313.01   1,430.10   1,679.60   1,807.07   2,057.20  11.88 

South Korea’s imports from 
Canada 

 4.49   16.67   28.81   66.11   19.73  44.82 

Supply gap  1,308.52   1,413.43   1,650.79   1,740.96   2,037.47  11.71 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Five Oilseed Product Imports, C$ Millions  
 

HS Code Description 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR% 
2012-14 

120190 Soybeans  726.60   757.70   883.67  10.28 

121490 
Forage products (hay, clover, 
vetches, etc.) 

 345.30   390.86   360.31  2.15 

120740 Sesame Seeds  125.35   181.68   226.78  34.51 

120929 
Seeds of forage plants for 
sowing, not elsewhere specified 

 106.87   40.02   109.21  1.09 

121190 
Plants/parts (including seeds 
and fruits) for medicaments, not 
elsewhere specified 

 79.87   95.61   107.74  16.15 

    
 

South Korea’s Top Five Oilseed Product Imports 
and Top Supplying Countries, 2014 

 

HS Code Product Description 
Market Share % Canada’s 

% Share 1 2 3 

120190 Soybeans 
United States 

47.33 
Brazil 
34.06 

China 
9.63 

0.96 

121490 
Forage products (hay, clover, 
vetches, etc.) 

United States 
80.07 

Australia 
17.68 

Canada 
2.03 

2.03 

120740 Sesame Seeds 
India 
43.00 

China 
35.34 

Ethiopia 
11.90 

N/A 

120929 
Seeds of forage plants for 
sowing, not elsewhere specified 

Australia 
91.50 

United States 
6.84 

South Africa 
0.68 

<0.01 

121190 
Plants/parts (including seeds 
and fruits) for medicaments, not 
elsewhere specified 

China 
79.44 

Vietnam 
3.28 

Uzbekistan 
3.17 

0.08 
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6. EDIBLE FRUIT AND NUTS 
 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Edible Fruit and Nuts, C$ Millions 
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

World  847.89   1,037.54   1,298.93   1,435.29   1,807.44  20.83 

United States  371.77   459.78   636.56   701.29   839.65  22.59 

Philippines  264.38   293.48   308.60   330.44   424.47  12.56 

Chile  91.68   118.53   168.68   210.11   255.50  29.20 

New Zealand  53.37   68.32   58.52   35.74   52.98  -0.18 

China  33.85   41.40   53.30   53.26   47.63  8.91 

Thailand  5.17   8.69   11.10   17.42   33.29  59.30 

India  6.04   8.78   13.14   18.95   30.47  49.90 

Peru  0.07   2.47   8.57   16.37   29.31  346.34 

Vietnam  2.15   4.53   8.22   13.03   24.51  83.81 

Guatemala  -     1.13   1.27   3.51   12.25  N/C 

Canada (16)  2.40   6.69   8.14   6.20   3.54  10.15 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Edible Fruit and Nuts, % Share  
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
PP Change 

2010-14 

United States 43.85 44.31 49.01 48.86 46.46 2.61 

Philippines 31.18 28.29 23.76 23.02 23.48 -7.70 

Chile 10.81 11.42 12.99 14.64 14.14 3.33 

New Zealand 6.29 6.58 4.51 2.49 2.93 -3.36 

China 3.99 3.99 4.10 3.71 2.63 -1.36 

Thailand 0.61 0.84 0.85 1.21 1.84 1.23 

India 0.71 0.85 1.01 1.32 1.69 0.98 

Peru 0.01 0.24 0.66 1.14 1.62 1.61 

Vietnam 0.25 0.44 0.63 0.91 1.36 1.11 

Guatemala 0.00 0.11 0.10 0.24 0.68 0.68 

Canada (16) 0.28 0.64 0.63 0.43 0.20 -0.08 
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Edible Fruit and Nuts Supply Gap, C$ Millions 
 

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

South Korea’s imports from the 
world 

 847.89   1,037.54   1,298.93   1,435.29   1,807.44  20.83 

South Korea’s’ imports from 
Canada 

 2.40   6.69   8.14   6.20   3.54  10.15 

Supply gap         845.48      1,030.85      1,290.79      1,429.09      1,803.90  20.86 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Five Edible Fruit and Nut Product Imports, C$ Millions 
 

HS Code Description 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR% 
2012-14 

080390 Fresh or dried bananas  249.93   261.02   354.22  19.05 

080212 Fresh, dried or shelled  almonds  128.63   165.29   231.75  34.23 

080610 Fresh grapes  138.16   180.73   209.36  23.10 

080510 Fresh oranges  219.21   198.92   181.96  -8.89 

080232 Fresh, dried or shelled walnuts  112.69   120.32   162.45  20.06 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Five Edible Fruit and Nut Product Imports 
and Top Supplying Countries, 2014 

 

HS Code Product Description 
Market Share % Canada’s 

% Share 1 2 3 

080390 Fresh or dried bananas 
Philippines 

95.01 
Guatemala 

3.41 
Peru 
1.37 

N/A 

080212 Fresh, dried or shelled  almonds 
United States 

99.49 
Australia 

0.45 
Spain 
0.05 

<0.01 

080610 Fresh grapes 
Chile 
80.06 

United States 
10.89 

Peru 
9.04 

N/A 

080510 Fresh oranges 
United States 

94.85 
South Africa 

2.61 
Chile 
1.60 

<0.01 

080232 Fresh, dried or shelled walnuts 
United States 

81.86 
Chile 
17.95 

Kyrgyzstan 
0.19 

<0.01 
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7. MISCELLANEOUS EDIBLE PREPARATIONS 
 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Miscellaneous Edible Preparations, C$ Millions 
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

World  869.18   1,144.58   1,119.85   1,209.93   1,430.12  13.26 

United States  304.58   400.27   417.63   522.58   657.53  21.21 

China  116.28   126.10   138.10   145.32   157.43  7.87 

New Zealand  44.62   73.89   47.14   45.35   71.83  12.64 

Japan  115.07   119.99   93.06   73.64   67.54  -12.47 

France  28.53   36.14   34.32   38.76   47.98  13.88 

Australia  46.38   65.49   50.31   40.89   46.62  0.13 

Germany  13.00   28.40   38.65   39.90   43.81  35.48 

Ireland  18.42   20.19   29.81   30.75   42.11  22.96 

Canada  18.67   30.94   28.37   30.02   35.57  17.48 

Thailand  21.12   24.87   26.52   28.78   31.73  10.72 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Miscellaneous Edible Preparations, % Share  
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
PP Change 

2010-14 

United States 35.04 34.97 37.29 43.19 45.98 10.94 

China 13.38 11.02 12.33 12.01 11.01 -2.37 

New Zealand 5.13 6.46 4.21 3.75 5.02 -0.11 

Japan 13.24 10.48 8.31 6.09 4.72 -8.52 

France 3.28 3.16 3.06 3.20 3.35 0.07 

Australia 5.34 5.72 4.49 3.38 3.26 -2.08 

Germany 1.50 2.48 3.45 3.30 3.06 1.56 

Ireland 2.12 1.76 2.66 2.54 2.94 0.82 

Canada 2.15 2.70 2.53 2.48 2.49 0.34 

Thailand 2.43 2.17 2.37 2.38 2.22 -0.21 

 
 

Miscellaneous Edible Preparations Supply Gap, C$ Millions 
 

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

South Korea’s imports from the 
world 

 869.18   1,144.58   1,119.85   1,209.93   1,430.12  13.26 

South Korea’s imports from 
Canada 

 18.67   30.94   28.37   30.02   35.57  17.48 

Supply gap  850.51   1,113.64   1,091.48   1,179.91   1,394.55  13.16 
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South Korea’s Top Five Miscellaneous Edible Preparation Product Imports, C$ Millions  
 

HS Code Description 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR% 
2012-14 

210690 
Food preparations, not 
elsewhere specified 

 692.49   800.49   995.31  19.89% 

210390 
Sauces, mixed condiments and 
seasonings, not elsewhere 
specified 

 171.37   167.34   189.32  5.11% 

210111 
Preparations of coffee extracts, 
essences and concentrates 

 104.52   68.94   48.39  -31.96% 

210610 
Protein concentrates and  
textured protein substances 

 26.89   29.30   37.97  18.84% 

210500 
Ice cream and other edible ice, 
whether or not containing cocoa 

 18.38   23.07   29.52  26.74% 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Five Miscellaneous Edible Preparation Product Imports 
and Top Supplying Countries, 2014 

 

HS Code Product Description 
Market Share % Canada’s 

% Share 1 2 3 

210690 
Food preparations, not 
elsewhere specified 

United States 
57.64 

New Zealand 
6.71 

Ireland 
4.10 

3.20 

210390 
Sauces, mixed condiments and 
seasonings, not elsewhere 
specified 

China 
49.07 

Japan 
15.92 

United States 
9.54 

0.54 

210111 
Preparations of coffee extracts, 
essences and concentrates 

Brazil 
27.39 

Germany 
22.13 

Colombia 
13.35 

0.04 

210610 
Protein concentrates and  
textured protein substances 

United States 
37.03 

China 
35.39 

India 
8.54 

<0.01 

210500 
Ice cream and other edible ice, 
whether or not containing cocoa 

France 
59.33 

United States 
14.45 

Spain 
12.33 

0.17 
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8. SUGAR AND SUGAR CONFECTIONARY 
 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Sugar and Sugar Confectionary, C$ Millions 
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

World  1,207.28   1,451.17   1,369.40   1,333.08   1,377.25  3.35 

Australia  676.70   497.99   535.36   409.59   424.25  -11.02 

Thailand  110.88   394.33   354.70   332.13   255.63  23.22 

Guatemala  102.04   170.26   106.74   119.98   169.71  13.56 

China  78.92   92.21   78.53   93.91   96.44  5.14 

Indonesia  27.82   33.21   34.34   44.64   93.28  35.32 

United States  27.86   32.58   37.85   46.89   63.87  23.05 

El Salvador  5.80   21.63   12.72   0.00   40.56  62.58 

Germany  7.01   9.02   12.88   16.35   31.85  45.99 

Malaysia  1.29   10.34   17.13   39.76   30.13  119.70 

Brazil  55.69   25.51   41.67   59.35   24.43  -18.62 

Canada (17)  4.97   8.35   11.46   10.39   9.26  16.87 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Sugar and Sugar Confectionary, % Share  
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
PP Change 

2010-14 

Australia 56.05 34.32 39.09 30.73 30.80 -25.25 

Thailand 9.18 27.17 25.90 24.91 18.56 9.38 

Guatemala 8.45 11.73 7.79 9.00 12.32 3.87 

China 6.54 6.35 5.73 7.04 7.00 0.46 

Indonesia 2.30 2.29 2.51 3.35 6.77 4.47 

United States 2.31 2.25 2.76 3.52 4.64 2.33 

El Salvador 0.48 1.49 0.93 0.00 2.94 2.46 

Germany 0.58 0.62 0.94 1.23 2.31 1.73 

Malaysia 0.11 0.71 1.25 2.98 2.19 2.08 

Brazil 4.61 1.76 3.04 4.45 1.77 -2.84 

Canada (17) 0.41 0.58 0.84 0.78 0.67 0.26 
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Sugar and Sugar Confectionary Supply Gap, 2014, C$ Millions 
 

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

South Korea’s imports from the 
world 

 1,207.28   1,451.17   1,369.40   1,333.08   1,377.25  3.35 

South Korea’s imports from 
Canada 

 4.97   8.35   11.46   10.39   9.26  16.87 

Supply gap  1,202.32   1,442.81   1,357.94   1,322.69   1,367.99  3.28 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Five Sugar and Sugar Confectionary Product Imports, C$ Millions 
 

HS Code Description 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR% 
2012-14 

170114 
Cane Sugar, solid, raw, no 
added flavour or colour, not 
elsewhere specified 

 986.02   829.27   831.00  -8.20 

170490 
Sugar confection (including 
white chocolate) not containing 
cocoa, not elsewhere specified 

 94.63   122.33   171.83  34.75 

170310 
Cane molasses from extraction 
or refining of sugar 

 114.77   146.91   152.75  15.36 

170199 
Refined cane/beet sugar and 
chemically pure sucrose, not 
elsewhere specified 

 35.50   91.25   74.98  45.33 

170290 
Sugar, including invert sugar 
and syrup, not elsewhere 
specified 

 65.46   75.52   70.34  3.66 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Five Sugar and Sugar Confectionary Product Imports 
and Top Supplying Countries, 2014 

 

HS Code Product Description 
Market Share % Canada’s 

% Share 1 2 3 

170114 
Cane Sugar, solid, raw, no 
added flavour or colour, not 
elsewhere specified 

Australia 
49.10 

Thailand 
20.61 

Guatemala 
20.42 

N/A 

170490 
Sugar confection (including 
white chocolate) not containing 
cocoa, not elsewhere specified 

United States 
19.18 

China 
18.61 

Germany 
14.62 

0.87 

170310 
Cane molasses from extraction 
or refining of sugar 

Indonesia 
56.00 

Thailand 
30.08 

Australia 
7.18 

0.39 

170199 
Refined cane/beet sugar and 
chemically pure sucrose, not 
elsewhere specified 

Thailand 
45.25 

Malaysia 
35.94 

Australia 
5.27 

<0.01 

170290 
Sugar, including invert sugar 
and syrup, not elsewhere 
specified 

China 
58.18 

Netherlands 
9.99 

Philippines 
5.05 

1.62 
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9. PREPARED VEGETABLES, FRUITS AND NUTS 
 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Prepared Vegetables, Fruits and Nuts, C$ Millions 
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

World  659.14   771.71   851.03   910.71   1,014.28  11.38 

China  266.99   307.55   312.55   322.68   343.47  6.50 

United States  185.53   187.87   244.54   286.36   294.88  12.28 

Myanmar  10.26   21.15   29.10   52.43   72.37  62.97 

Thailand  32.77   37.31   43.94   45.82   53.75  13.17 

Philippines  24.05   34.94   34.11   33.35   40.81  14.14 

Chile  15.99   26.86   30.11   34.12   31.72  18.68 

Italy  9.73   12.33   13.05   15.99   21.20  21.49 

Vietnam  3.59   4.38   6.04   10.34   20.81  55.13 

Taiwan  6.83   8.48   12.78   11.82   13.20  17.91 

Spain  6.20   8.97   9.34   8.64   11.42  16.49 

Canada (14)  5.56   8.43   3.32   3.51   6.99  5.92 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Prepared Vegetables, Fruits and Nuts, % Share  
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
PP Change 

2010-14 

China 40.51 39.85 36.73 35.43 33.86 -6.64 

United States 28.15 24.34 28.73 31.44 29.07 0.92 

Myanmar 1.56 2.74 3.42 5.76 7.13 5.58 

Thailand 4.97 4.83 5.16 5.03 5.30 0.33 

Philippines 3.65 4.53 4.01 3.66 4.02 0.38 

Chile 2.43 3.48 3.54 3.75 3.13 0.70 

Italy 1.48 1.60 1.53 1.76 2.09 0.61 

Vietnam 0.55 0.57 0.71 1.14 2.05 1.51 

Taiwan 1.04 1.10 1.50 1.30 1.30 0.27 

Spain 0.94 1.16 1.10 0.95 1.13 0.19 

Canada (14) 0.84 1.09 0.39 0.39 0.69 -0.15 
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Prepared Vegetables, Fruits and Nuts Supply Gap, C$ Millions 
 

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

South Korea’s imports from the 
world 

 659.14   771.71   851.03   910.71   1,014.28  11.38 

South Korea’s imports from 
Canada 

 5.56   8.43   3.32   3.51   6.99  5.92 

Supply gap  653.58   763.28   847.71   907.20   1,007.29  11.42 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Five Prepared Vegetable, Fruit and Nut Product Imports, C$ Millions 
 

HS Code Description 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR% 
2012-14 

200599 
Prepared/preserved vegetables 
and vegetables mixtures, not 
frozen 

 126.45   138.65   142.07  6.00% 

200410 
Frozen prepared/preserved 
potatoes (including French fries) 

 86.85   105.08   128.71  21.74% 

200819 
Prepared/preserved  nuts 
(excluding peanuts) and seeds, 
not elsewhere specified 

 60.26   90.73   126.41  44.83% 

200899 
Prepared/preserved fruit and 
edible plant parts, not elsewhere 
specified 

 74.15   80.04   94.42  12.84% 

200811 
Prepared/preserved peanuts, 
not elsewhere specified 

 74.01   64.93   66.64  -5.11% 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Five Prepared Vegetable, Fruit and Nut Product Imports 
and Top Supplying Countries, 2014 

 

HS Code Product Description 
Market Share % Canada’s 

% Share 1 2 3 

200599 
Prepared/preserved vegetables 
and vegetables mixtures, not 
frozen 

China 
98.60 

Japan 
0.27 

Italy 
0.20 

<0.01 

200410 
Frozen prepared/preserved 
potatoes (including French fries) 

United States 
90.08 

Canada 
4.25 

Netherlands 
1.96 

4.25 

200819 
Prepared/preserved  nuts 
(excluding peanuts) and seeds, 
not elsewhere specified 

Myanmar 
57.25 

China 
15.81 

United States 
12.60 

0.24 

200899 
Prepared/preserved fruit and 
edible plant parts, not 
elsewhere specified 

China 
30.17 

United States 
23.30 

Thailand 
14.70 

0.85 

200811 
Prepared/preserved peanuts, 
not elsewhere specified 

China 
77.84 

United States 
12.50 

Argentina 
6.55 

<0.01 
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10. BEVERAGES 
*does not include juices 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Beverages, C$ Millions 
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

World  660.68   724.58   790.04   833.44   988.67  10.60 

United Kingdom  232.13   222.20   211.48   188.73   218.38  -1.51 

United States  48.68   48.14   72.14   71.29   126.37  26.93 

France  56.36   64.11   65.65   78.27   90.27  12.50 

Brazil  73.27   115.03   53.37   49.49   72.53  -0.25 

Japan  36.06   41.93   47.67   47.98   54.88  11.07 

Pakistan  14.69   42.87   71.92   73.24   51.66  36.95 

Italy  23.02   26.52   31.41   39.56   48.85  20.69 

China  65.23   10.44   13.45   32.60   48.72  -7.04 

Chile  25.24   28.95   30.47   37.55   42.00  13.58 

Germany  8.88   11.85   20.56   28.55   36.67  42.57 

Netherlands  10.71   11.16   12.54   16.64   19.57  16.26 

Canada (31)  1.70   2.32   1.92   1.54   1.76  0.82 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Ten Suppliers of Beverages, % Share  
 

Country 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
PP Change 

2010-14 

United Kingdom 35.13 30.67 26.77 22.65 22.09 -13.04 

United States 7.37 6.64 9.13 8.55 12.78 5.41 

France 8.53 8.85 8.31 9.39 9.13 0.60 

Brazil 11.09 15.88 6.76 5.94 7.34 -3.75 

Japan 5.46 5.79 6.03 5.76 5.55 0.09 

Pakistan 2.22 5.92 9.10 8.79 5.23 3.01 

Italy 3.49 3.66 3.98 4.75 4.94 1.45 

China 9.87 1.44 1.70 3.91 4.93 -4.94 

Chile 3.82 4.00 3.86 4.51 4.25 0.43 

Germany 1.34 1.63 2.60 3.43 3.71 2.37 

Netherlands 1.62 1.54 1.59 2.00 1.98 0.36 

Canada (31) 0.26 0.32 0.24 0.18 0.18 -0.08 
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Supply Gap, C$ Millions 
 

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR % 
2010-14 

South Korea’s imports from the 
world 

 660.68   724.58   790.04   833.44   988.67  10.60 

South Korea’s imports from 
Canada 

 1.70   2.32   1.92   1.54   1.76  0.82 

Supply gap  658.98   722.27   788.12   831.91   986.92  10.62 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Five Beverage Product Imports, C$ Millions 
 

HS Code Description 2012 2013 2014 
CAGR% 
2012-14 

220830 Whiskies  205.62   190.97   219.33  3.28 

220421 
Wine of fresh grapes (other 
than sparkling), containers 
≤2 litres 

 124.08   148.21   168.28  16.46 

220710 
Undenatured ethyl alcohol, 
≥80% by volume 

 127.03   113.86   140.55  5.19 

220300 Beer made from malt  73.57   92.54   123.24  29.42 

220720 
Denatured ethyl alcohol and 
other spirits, any strength 

 101.05   84.45   95.62  -2.72 

 
 

South Korea’s Top Five Beverage Product Imports 
and Top Supplying Countries, 2014 

 

HS Code Product Description 
Market Share % Canada’s 

% Share 1 2 3 

220830 Whiskies 
United Kingdom 

96.86 
United States 

2.50 
China 
0.25 

0.11 

220421 
Wine from fresh grapes 
(other than sparkling) <2 
litres 

France 
27.74 

Chile 
24.28 

Italy 
15.66 

0.43 

220710 
Undenatured ethyl alcohol, 
≥80% by volume 

Brazil 
50.04 

Pakistan 
25.56 

Guatemala 
7.61 

N/A 

220300 Beer made from malt 
Japan 
29.71 

Germany 
13.04 

Netherlands 
12.55 

0.22 

220720 
Denatured ethyl alcohol 
and other spirits, any 
strength 

United States 
52.01 

Pakistan 
16.47 

Vietnam 
9.96 

0.01 
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CONCLUSION 
 
South Korea is a net importer of agri-food and seafood products and will continue to be in order to meet 
domestic consumption demands of their ever growing population. Presently, there is a significant supply 
gap between South Korea imports from the world and their imports from Canada which will only continue 
widen. Even though South Korea sources agri-food and seafood products from a large number of 
countries, among many commodities the vast majority of imports come from the top two or three 
suppliers, leaving just marginal market share for others. 
 
Canada holds less than 1% market share in six of South Korea’s key import commodities (food waste and 
animal food; oilseeds; edible fruit and nuts; sugar and sugar confectionary; prepared vegetables, fruits 
and nuts; and beverages), and five out of six of these categories is where Canada falls outside of the top 
ten suppliers, with the exception of oilseeds. However, there is further potential to lessen the import gap 
within all of South Korea’s top ten commodities as Canadian exporters take advantage of the Canada-
Korea Free Trade Agreement (CKFTA) which came into effect on January 1, 2015.   
 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
 
International Trade Commissioners can provide Canadian industry with on-the-ground expertise 
regarding market potential, current conditions and local business contacts, and are an excellent point of 
contact for export advice.  
 

 Overview of Trade Commissioner Services in South Korea  
http://www.tradecommissioner.gc.ca/eng/office.jsp?oid=242&cid=517 

 

 Find a Trade Commissioner 
www.tradecommissioner.gc.ca/eng/find-trade-contacts.jsp 

 
 
For additional intelligence on this and other markets, the complete library of Global Analysis reports can 
be found under Statistics and Market Information at the following link, arranged by sector and region of 
interest: 
 

 ats-sea.agr.gc.ca   
 
 

RESOURCES  
 
Global Trade Atlas, June 2015 
 
 

ANNEX: ABBREVIATIONS 
 
CAGR    - compound annual growth rate  
N/A        - not applicable 
N/C        - not calculable 
PP         - percentage point (difference between two percentage values) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tradecommissioner.gc.ca/eng/office.jsp?oid=242&cid=517
http://www.tradecommissioner.gc.ca/eng/find-trade-contacts.jsp
http://ats-sea.agr.gc.ca/
http://ats-sea.agr.gc.ca/


 

Page | 25  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Competitive Trade Analysis: South Korea 
Global Analysis Report 
 
Prepared by: Stephanie Clarke, Market Analyst  
 
© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada,  
represented by the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food (2015). 
 
Photo Credits 
All photographs reproduced in this publication are used by permission of the rights holders. 
All images, unless otherwise noted, are copyright Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada. 
  
For additional copies, to request an alternate format, and for all other inquiries regarding this publication, 
please contact: 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Global Analysis 
1341 Baseline Road, Tower 5, 3

rd
 floor 

Ottawa, ON 
Canada, K1A 0C5 
E-mail: infoservice@agr.gc.ca  
 
The Government of Canada has prepared this report based on primary and secondary sources of 
information. Although every effort has been made to ensure that the information is accurate, Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) assumes no liability for any actions taken based on the information 
contained herein. 
  
Reproduction or redistribution of this document, in whole or in part, must include acknowledgement of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada as the owner of the copyright in the document, through a reference 
citing AAFC, the title of the document and the year. Where the reproduction or redistribution includes data 
from this document, it must also include an acknowledgement of the specific data source(s), as noted in 
this document. 
  
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada provides this document and other report services to agriculture and 
food industry clients free of charge. 

mailto:infoservice@agr.gc.ca

