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British Columbia 

• British Columbia is home to Richmond-
based MDA, the robotics firm behind 
Canada’s space shuttle remote manipulator 
system, or Canadarm. 

• Favourable regulations, optimal 
weather and wide-open testing 
grounds have made British Columbia 
an optimal UAV testbed for global 
companies like Amazon. 

Alberta

• Alberta’s oil and gas industry is seeing 
increasing use of robotics, such as 
Suncor Energy Inc.’s self-driving 
trucks, which are being used in Fort 
McMurray’s oil-sands sites.

• Medical robotics has seen sizeable 
commercial advances in Calgary’s 
hospitals: Alberta’s Children’s Hospital 
is the first in Canada to use service 
robots designed to help patients deal 
with the anxiety of medical procedures.

Saskatchewan

• Saskatchewan is seeing the growing 
commercial utilization of robotics in the 
healthcare industry: 11 medical robots 
and portable devices are in use in 
clinical practice in the province—more 
than anywhere else in Canada. 

• Saskatchewan is already using Remote 
Presence technology, an advanced 
robotics telemedicine platform 
that enables health care providers 
to instantly connect with a patient 
remotely, and perform real-time 
assessment, diagnosis and patient 
management.15

Ontario

• Ontario’s manufacturing strength has 
driven the growth of local robotics 
automation companies such as 
Clearpath Robotics, ABI Automation 
and Independent Robotics Inc. 

15 CBC News. 5 ways robots are delivering health care in Saskatchewan.
16 Clearpath Robotics. Clearpath Robotics Raises $14 Million to Accelerate Vision for Ethical 

Industrial Robotics.
17 Engineering Services Inc. Announcements: ESI is announcing the completion of its acquisition 

by Shenzhen Bauzer Investment Group Co. Ltd., a company with extensive business operations 
in China.

18 The Record.com. Aeryon Labs takes flight with $60 million in financing.
19 CBC News. Amazon tests delivery drones at a secret site in Canada—here’s why.
20 Montreal Gazette. ABB Canada gets new $70-million digs in Technoparc.
21 Sheridan College. Sheridan and ABB Canada announce partnership to enrich robotics 

education, support manufacturers.

RECENT ROBOTICS INVESTMENTS IN CANADA

• New York-based RRE Venture Capital invested $14 million in 
Ontario-based Clearpath Robotics, along with support from 
iNovia Capital.16

• China-based Shenzhen Bauzer Investment Group invested 
$300 million in the acquisition of Ontario-based robotics firm, 
Engineering Services Inc.17

• Boston-based Summit Partners invested $60 million in 
Waterloo-based drone-manufacturer, Aeryon Labs.18 

 

 

• Amazon has chosen British Columbia as a testing ground 
for drone technology, due to favourable regulatory 
requirements.19

• In 2015, ABB invested $70 million in expanding its Canadian 
presence, aimed at creating a new high-tech centre focussing 
on robotics, remote sensing gear and the transportation 
sector.20 In 2014, ABB Canada partnered with Sheridan 
College, Ontario, to set up a new ABB Robotics Centre to 
provide training in robotics applications.21

Quebec

• The province of Quebec is a base for 
several world-class robotics laboratories 
with extensive ongoing R&D activity 
in this space: Laval University robotics 
laboratory, École Polytechnique de 
Montréal robotics laboratory, ÉTS 
Robotics and Command Laboratory, 
McGill Centre for Intelligent Machines 
and University of Sherbrooke IntRoLab 
robot lab.

• Montréal is the base for both global 
robotics incumbents and local vendors 
such as ABB, Fanuc, Motoman and 
Kuka Industrial Robots.

• Advanced manufacturing is hard at 
work at General Electric’s Bromont 
aviation facility, where robots are 
building components for some of the 
world’s most efficient jet engines. One 
million added person-hours of capacity 
was achieved with the help of robotics.

ROBOTICS ACTIVITY IN CANADA
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