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Postmarketing surveillance of illnesses following receipt of 
immunizing agents permits: (1) the identification of illnesses of 
infrequent occurrence that may be caused by immunizing agents, (2) 
the estimation of rates of occurrence of more serious illnesses 
following immunization by type of vaccine, (3) the monitoring for 
unusually high rates of adverse events, ( 4) the raising of health care 

1providers' awareness to the risks and/or safety measures in 
administering vaccines; and (5) the identification of areas that require 
further epidemiologic research. 

Surveillance of adverse events temporally associated with the 
administration of immunizing agents at the federal level is the 
responsibility of the Bureau of Communicable Disease Epidemiology 
(BCDE), Laboratory Centre for Disease Control, Ottawa. The main 
source of information is a passive reporting network that begins with 
health care providers submitting relevant information concerning 
adverse events thought to be due to the administration of immunizing 
agents to local (municipal) health departments who, in turn, relay this 
information on to provincial or territorial authorities. This 
information, as well as information from manufacturers and other 
agencies, is then forwarded to BCDE. 

A computerized database has been established that includes 
epidemiologic and medical data on reported adverse events related to 
patients vaccinated since 1January,1987. For events to have been 
included in the database, they had to have met the criteria listed in 
Appendices I and II and they could not be attributable to any 
co-existing condition. Acceptance of a report does not imply a causal 
relationship between the administration of the immunizing agent and 
the medical outcome or that the report has been verified as to the 
, accuracy of its contents. The sensitivity, specificity and timeliness of 
the reporting system vary greatly among the provinces or territories 
and, within a province, these three factors vary by type of vaccine 
delivery system (public versus private). 

The following is the fifth annual national summary of adverse 
events temporally associated with the administration of immunizing 
agents and it deals with reports pertaining to immunization events 
between 1 January and 31 December, 1991 that were forwarded to 
BCDE by 30 September, 1992. It also compares some of the 1991 
figures with those published earlier<1•2l. 
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La surveillance des maladies survenues a la suite de !'administration 
d'agents immunisants apres leur mise sur le marcbe permet: 1) de reconnaitre 
des maladies peu frequentes qui pourraient etre causees par des agents 
immunisants; 2) d'estimer les taux de survenue de maladies graves apres 
l'administration d'un vaccin, selon le type de vaccin en cause; 3) d'etre a 
l' affilt de taux anormalement elev es d' effets secondaires; 4) de sensibiliser les 
professionnels de la sante aux risques inherents al' administration de vaccins et 
aux mesures de securite a appliquer; 5) et de cemer les domaines dans lesquels 
il y aurait lieu d'effectuer des recherches epidemiologiques plus poussees. 

Au niveau federal, la surveillance des effets secondaires relies dans le 
temps a l'administration. d'agents immunisants releve du Bureau de 
l' epidemiologie des maladies transmissibles (BEMT) au Laboratoire de lutte 
contre la maladie a Ottawa. La principale source d'information est la 
declaration spontanee. Ainsi, les professionnels de la sante communiquent les 
renseignements pertinents se rapportant a des effets secondaires qu'ils croient 
attribuables a l'administration d'agents immunisants aux organismes 
provinciaux de services de sante qui, a leur tour, transmettent cette information 
aux autorites provinciales ou territoriales. Ces donnees, de meme que 
l' information provenant des fabricants et d' autres organismes, sont ensuite 
envoyees au BEMT. 

Une base de donnees informatisee a ete etablie. On y retrouve les 
renseignements epidemiologiques et medicaux sur des effets secondaires 
signales chez des sujets immunises depuis le 1 er janvier 1987. Pour etre incl us 
dans la banque de donnees, les rapports doivent repondre aux criteres enonces 
dans les Annexes I et II et ne pas etre attribuables a une affection coexistante. 
L' acceptation d'un rapport ne signifie pas qu' il y ait une relation causale entre 
l'administration de l'agent immunisant et l'effet secondaire observe ni qu'on 
ait verifie l' exactitude des renseignements fournis. La sensibilite et la 
specificite de la declaration de meme que la ponctualite des dec!arations 
varient grandement d'une province OU d'un territoire al' autre. A l'interieur 
d'une province, ces facteurs varient selon que le systeme d'administration des 
vaccins est public ou prive. 

Le present document est le cinquieme rapport annuel national portant sur 
les effets secondaires relies dans le temps a l'administration d'agents 
immunisants. 11 traite des rapports d' effets secondaires relies a des vaccins 
administres du 1 er janvier au 31 decembre 1991 qui ont ete signales au BEMT 
avant le 31septembre1992. On y compare egalement les chiffres de 1991 a 
ceux qui ont ete publies auparavant<1•2l. 
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