( Copy. ) Ref.No. 424,

. - - Winnipeg, 23rd February, 1874.

To the Honorable
Al exander Morris P,C.
Lieutenant Governor of
the Province of Manitoba
&e. &e., &ec.
Fort Garry.

Sir,

We have the honour to report that under the
conmission issued to us by your Honor on the 30th
day of Uctober lazt, directing us to investigate
claims under the 5th sub-section of section 32 of
- the Manitoba Act for commutation of Rights of
Common and of Cutting Hay, and to award commutation
therefor, we have invesligated nsarly two hundred of
such claims in the Parishes of St. Paul and St.
Charles. = .
2. Iuboth these Parishes the former an
English one on the Red River, and “.e latter for the |
- .most.part a French one oun the A§SiJ;hgin§mBivat :,___mmw”f:
the Rights mentioned have been fully aid generally
exercised, and we believe that the careful inves -
tigation we have made into the claims there sub -

mitted, and the evidence we have heard in support of .- -

them, has placed us in & position to understand the

history



,,'l

aby.

. Assiniboia, and continued to bhe exerclsed end en-

éB/(a/
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history and neture of the Rights throughout'thé
Province.

Srd; To understand -the origin of ihese rights,
it is necessary to remember that the lénd along the
Red and Assiniboine Rivers was originally laid off
in narrow lots, varylng from three to twelve chains
in width, and extending two mlles back, At present
the avers; e width of each lot is six chains, though
there are many of two, three and four chains. Until
the transfer.ofAthewcountry“Lo Cauada, the land in
rear of the River lots waé almost entirely open and
unsettled and by resorting to it for pastureage and
their supply of hay, the settlers were able to farm
more extensively and especially to keep larger
stocks of animals, ihan they could posg@bly have
done had they been confined to the front lots.

4. The Rignt of Cutting Hay seems to have

been exercised from the first settlement of the

countfynénd 5bout the year 1835, it was f&rmefiy |

‘_recognised and regulated by order of the council of

joyed until the esteblishment of the Province.
—*The Hay Privilege® was, in effect, the
exclurive right during a éatta@n period of each year

that the owner or occupant of éach frOnt lo£ had df f -

cutting the hay on the twb-aﬁlei immedintelé'iu‘raar

- __,_-__\4—,.._... S

of his lot, after the expiration,of vhiah piricd ‘the
hay 1oft. oh the outer t.vm muem in"
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Gth  The Right of common of pasturage over the
outer two.miles, though néver, formerly granted or
recognised by the laws of Assiniboia, we find has
been as generally exercised, and was nearly as val -
uable and .important to the settlers as the Right of
Cutting Hay, and for the deprivation of this Right

we are of opinion that the settlers are clearly en-

- titled to commutation.

6. These are the two Rights generally claimed
in respect of the front lots, and-as-we have nol
been able yet to investigate the claims to a common
at. Yoint Douglas, St. Eoniface and Point du Chéne
which are altogether exceplional claims, this Report
extends only to the two Rights above mentioned.

7. While the compensation for the loss of
these rights varies according to the extent to which
the different claimants exercised them, still in a
majority of the claims already investigated, we
egree in considering that the claimants are entitled

to the whole of the land in their outer two miles in

commutation of both Rights: - - In-every-case-they —— -

elect to take their commutation for the Right of
cutting Hay in the outer two milés, and express
their intention of locating the scrip they may re-
cei&e for the Right of common in the balance of the

___two Jriles, and we belieye that in cases where the e

whole of the outer two miles is not thus taken up,

the
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‘the privilege of purchaéing the Bﬁiéﬁce at a ddllar
an acre will also be largely teken adventage of .
Eventually, then, even if the present arrange-
ment of settlement wers adhered to, almosp the whole
_of the land in the outer two miles would come into
the hands of the owners of the front lots, while
- those portions of it that remained, would, form their
peculiar sitvation, be almost valueless to the Gov-
ernment,
8th In view of these considerations and of the
exj.cuse and delay attending a settlément of the
claims under the present arranement, and especially
in view of the desirability of having tham finally .
and satistactorily sebtled; we have the honor to re-
commend as follows :-
E 9th That where the outer two miles is not )
gtaken up in eny way, the owner of each front or
( River lot in those Parlshes where the Rights GX1Sted
Bhoulq receive a ¢rant of the land in the outer two

miles immediately in rear of his lot, such grant to

m"__}?iff full commitaiion of all Rights. of.common and— ———m

of cuttlng hay claimed in respect of the frout lot, -~
10th As the land elsewhere is not of the same -
value to the olazmants 88 in their. outer two nilles,

we recommend that in cases, where from the exzstenoe

. c&Lparks~or_vther claims, or from any othé; _cause,

(the whole of the oﬁtéf-twé miles

oannot be thus
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{ ¢ranted, the owner of the front lot should receive

what is left of the ouler-two miles..in 'rear of his

—

2lot, and scrip, redeemable in unoccupied Government
glands, to cover our-half as much more land as there
“(is in the part of the outer-two miles so taken up.
' In the event of the whole two miles being taken
igup the owner of the front lot should receive serip
%gfor one half as much more land as there would be in
é%a piece of land the width of the front lot and two
E%miles long. -
11th We believe that a settlement of the ques-
tion in the manner above recommended is quite prac~
ticeble and will be highly satisfactgfy to all par-
ties interested and as it cau be effected through
the ordinary land office authorities, will be ad -
ventageous to the Government in a pecuniary point of
view, for the expense attending the presnet ar -
rengement if carried out will certainly be greater
then the proceeds of sale of those portions of the
land in the outer-two miles which might not be
T Tawarded by the Commigsioners,
- 12th We would further suggesi that in the event .

of the recommendations in this répb}t being adopted,

a commission should be appointed, to whom the Laénd —

Agent,  should he see fit, could refer any difficul-

S £ 7YY that might-arise in- carrying out the-proposed. . . ......

arraigement
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arrangement, and whose decision in all matters, he
chose to submit or refer to it, should be final and
conclusive. The Commissioners being paid for ac -
tuai services only, the expense of the commission

would probably be trifling.
s

We have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servants; -
'Sd."' Jno.H. Bain,

'S8d. ' J. Dubue,

Commi ssioners.
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