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To an Abnnsss of the Housn oF Couoxs dabed 4th May, 1874 For tho Report i
or Reports of the Commmsioners named to enquire into the causes of the: = -
high Sprmg Flooda of the St Lawrence, between Quebe_c and Montreal, .

By Command

3

L 'R, W. S0OTT,. 5
ORI T e T e Semtaryof State
Dnn'mwr orF Smcmmnr OF SrAm, o
o O‘l'l‘AwA, 22nd May, 1874 |

Fa

i B o S Om&m, May let, f874
Sm,--I am direoted o transmxt boyou tho enolosed Tetyrn_in ‘reforence to- spring
. floods between Montreal and Quebec, called for by an A.ddreu of t the H oune of Jommons

dttedthe“hinst R
: e I{;lmve the honor t6 be, Sir . -}
R Yourobede.servant, SRS

,, B,
‘ o Semtary ST
R J. e;mEsq fS o
‘ ndér Secre of Staf ' o R o
T omt:g— "1 e N B o ‘_; : - 4_“;“*; R
' i ' Moxnun, Deoember Btb, 1873. '

818,-—In scoordanea with the mstmottona contained in gour lotter of the 4th inlt., o
nd : %e S\‘.. 'Iawmoe




87 Victoria., * Sessional Papers (No. 76)° . ko878

i

Woe found, however, that the attention they ever gavo the subject was: very super- -
ficial, and coasequently valueloss ; wo therefore, with a view to direct their attention to
some definite points, propared the enclosed girculdr and had it fully distributed, so that
observations, conjointly with our own, would have afforded sufficient data upon which we
ocould forra our own report. : : :

Sinco the close of navigation wo have been closely watching the formation of the ive,
how iv effects tho height of water, and in fact any phenomena produced in consequence,

T

¥ have tho honor to be, Sir, S
Your obedient servant, /., SR
- (Signed,) - .~ Jomn Droxinson, .
‘ ) Chairman of the Commissioners,
F. Braun, Esq,, : .
' ec etary,
Department of Public Works,

]

, 4 _ MoxTReAL, 24th November, 1873,
Sir,—Being appointed to investigate tho causes of the periodical inundations Which

occur on the River St. Lawrence, Letween here and Quebéc, ‘we'are anxious to obthin as
much reliable information as possible on the subject during the ensuing year. - '
To that end we have now the honor to forward you this cireular, requesting it may
- moet your careful attention, and that you would note the following particulurs :m—
" Ist. Date the ice forms in your distviet;~ - - e D0 T .

2nd. Locality where it ficst forms. .
3rd. Any changes taking place during the winter.
4th. Date of its breaking up. o
bth. Locality where it first appears to move.
. 6th, Locality where the jam takes place. - o e
7th. Particulars as to where the ico comes from that produces the jam. o
. 8th. The various heights the water rises to (accompanied by dates) at different times
- - during.the winter, S - o
9th. Extent of land effected by flooding. L
10th. The distatice tho water backs up the river in congequence of the jam.

. ). i I

Finally, that you would bo pleased to give your attention to any further matters that
may serve to throw light upon the subject of our investigations. o
Hoping to have the pleasure of a personal inferviews with you, from time to time
during the winter, ‘ : o )
) SR Woe Lave the honor to be, Sir,
' Your obedient servants, o o
(Signed,) —-Jony-DicxiNsoN, Chairman,.
~Citas, ArustroNg,” "~
. - JEAN NoRMAND,

———

«(ﬁémlqh'on.) ——

-7 8ir, =By a Commission; deged- 4th- October _last, 1 was appointed, conjointly
Messrs, J. Dickinson and C. L. Armstrong, a Commissioner to enquire into 1]
the inundations between Montieal and Quebec, — -~ .- 12 e

., Having communicated with my colleagues, we mot at Ottawa on the 4th No
and prepared our plan of enquiry and examination. * Wo decided to go down to.

Tnrez Rivews, 20th Deo,,
)

in the steamor’ Richelieu, belonging to tho Montreal Harbot Co
"~ “Ascending from Quebeo wo oxamiiict wil Uis- frregulari
of the St. Lawrence;/~and-applied to.a great number of inbita
information as to the time when the ico took, as to’the m ior'if Wwhis
Yo the apparent causes of the jams in the vavious localities. ‘In the




—

mony which wes gl;ﬁnbiug., T TTORNELY 0 20 clrontaspes ““mpﬁnﬂ ho tall
o Jaeny of the inhabitants of the shore, especially in places where the banks are hich.
and where they do not suffer from the ﬂoob;mukzu]y%f the mfmmmm%
the ico bridge and how its formation may bé seoured ; but we considered that our duyty
- Tus, above all, to assortaln the means of proventlng, if possible, {he"disasteons ovey. .
Mowings of the Bt. Lawrence without interposing any obstaolo to the free’ nevigation of ©
the riv}?r- ~Aund it waa therefore towards that point that we direoted our examination sud, -
researches, e DR R s a0

' AfterAleavin%‘ Quebes' on ‘the 7th November, wo mote espedially examined, on'the - -

owing places:—8t. Nicholas, Chaudidre Narrows, Polnte-aux-Trembles, -

upward trip, the foll ' -
Eoureuils, . the Platon, - Gragdines Polnt, Cap Charles or Bt Joan Deschaillons, -

Batiscan, Champlain and Three Rjvers, at which Jatter place, on the 13th of November, =~ -

:EPW‘-’@B winter and large quantities of ice compelled us to suspend our labors,  We .
1en resolved to ‘continue the examination of the river in wintes 'vehicles, 50 soon as the :

condition of the roads would allow of our doing so, R e

.. Accordingly, on the 25th November I proceeded to Batisoan and Chrotidines, and

on the 4th December I went down to Quebeo to examine the ballast ground, where the.

;?'llﬁsmrom' sea-going veasels is deposited, and to obeerve the passing of the joo at 8t -
icholas. = ' - : \ S :
~* Upon my return from Quebeo, I found & letter from Mr. Dickinson, informing me = . °

that the Commission - was: sispended, and directing me, in consequence, to procesd o

-~ Montreal, whither I proceeded some days later. ‘ S T S,

Although in the short space of time which we had at our disposal, I was tunable to - e

obtain all the information which could be wished, and to maks as minute and detailed an .

examination ag I could have desired, of the river between Quebeo and Thres Rivers, T

oonsider, however, that I am in & position to point ont the “principal causes of ‘the floods, -

and to suggest, the most easy and the sheapeat meaus to bo adopted to prevent, in a gres

soArurs o lesat the reairrei in tho futaro cf similar diseatars and T am reedy, if

- you desite" it to transmit you a report ‘on the'énhjeot. 1 have'the ‘honor to enclose wy.. -

- seoount herewith, md to ﬂ‘!bscribe myself;‘. R TR T AT O SRR

e B Your very ht’tmhlo servant, cooih o T

A, DS e - JraN Nomwawp, - - -
The Minister of Public Works, = . .
) g ST Omwa‘ - Hoeo T ok






