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- . No. b.
REPORT RESPECTING CLAIMS BY HALF-BREEDS,

O11AWA, 12th Junuary, 1887,

S1z,—I havo the honor to submit the following general report on the investiga--
tion which I have made-under tho powers vested in me bythe Order in Council and
our letter of instruotions, dated respeotivoly the 1st of March and the 17th of Ma
ast, of the olaims which were preferred before me during the past season, by halif.
breeds, to participate in the grant of serip or land authorized by subolauso E of

olause 81 of the Dominion Lands Act, 1883,

I loft-Winnipeg on the 31st of May last, and returned to that place on the 17th

nll;icmo. Dmiing that poriod, I held, sittings of the Commission at the following.

places, namely :— , '

“8wift Current, Maplo Creek, Calgary, Red Deor Crossing, Battle River or

Labouoane Settlement, Poaco Hills, Edmonton, St. Albert, Victoris, Lo la Biche,.

Fort Pitt, Battleford, Prince Albert, St: Lauront, Forv Qu'Appelle, and Fort Eillice, -
With the assistance of Mr. N, O, Coté, the Seoretary of the Commission, and

Mr, George Duok, Clerk of the Commission, I have roceived and investigated 1,414

applioations, which aro all entered in thé registors supplied to me for that purpose

nolosures “ A" and *“B").

One thousand one hundred and sixty-four of theso applications havo been allowed,
and out of that number 602 are from half-breeds who withdrew last summor from
the Indian treaties to which they formorly helonged, Two hundred and ninoty are
- from persons who never participated in any grants to the Indlans, and 267 aro by
the legal representatives of deceased half-broeds who died at a dato subsequent to
the 15th day of July, 1870, and who, had they boen living, would, themselvcs, have
been entitled to participate in the grant to half-breeds, :
_I have alto ineluded in the above mentioned total number of olaims which I have
allowed, the olaims of three North-West original white settlers, s well as the olains

by the legal renresentatives of two deceased orii(inal whito settlers, (I

was authorized to deal with these claims by Order in Counail of the 19th April; 1886.) -
I bave disallowed altogether forty-four claims, on_acoount of the claimants
having been, at the time of the transfer, residents of tho United States, or born after

that date, and 1 have reserved the applications of 208 claimants, which 1. have
olagsified as follows :— . : K
Claims requiting further proof, one hundred and forty-three,

Olaims of persons who were residents of tho Province of Manitoba on the 16th
day of July, 1870, but who have never received land or sorip in the said Province,
thirty-one, , L .

Claims of persons who were residing, on tho 15th July, 1870, in the territory
whioh has not yet been ceded by the Indisus under treaties, twenty-nine,

Claime preferred by the legal reprosentatives of deceased North-West original
white settlers requiring further evidence, three, .

Attached heroto is a schedule, marked C,” showing in detail tho number of
ohiuim which were preferred at each place where I have held sittings of the Chm-
mission, <

1 have received further evidence in many caces which wero reserved by the
Commisaion of 1885, owing to such evidence not havitg then been procurable, and to
such of those persons as furnished me with the necessary proof in support of thoir —
olaims, I have givon cortificates for sorip.
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" 1 have also issued cortificates to such of tho heirs of decoased half-broeds as-

‘oame bofore mo, whose claims wore proved before the Commission in 1885, but who-
did not then apgear to receive their shares as such heirs. .
_Thoso half breeds, 192 fn all, from whose sorip ocettificates a sum oqual to the
amount they had received under the Indian treaties to which they formerly belonged,
‘was kept by the first Commission, have heon granted céertificates by me, in accord.

anco with the instruciions given me to that offeot, as a refand of tho amount so-

deducted, A

The total amount of scrip certificates on the several forms, which have been.

issued by mo, is shown by the following statement :—

Monzx Sorte.

‘ FOl'm A, l,ol?.‘.;;:.uo.oo.tuooo.. 0000020 GRILOIENRENS PONNRGN ‘183.639 00
dO B, 7891.‘QOOOIQA.ll.lIlI.utl..'..l.l.l'..ll.lll;:;.l...l.l 59,810 14 .
do D’ 77"0“"‘0"---"“1nunont.uuultuulouconuo. 18,2‘0 00

———— — - ——— a———— -

1,883 $261,689 14

) . Lawp Sonrrre, ,
FOl'm 0, Sonnnlnunonu. essvevre SR AINOOROSEOIINS sauustIRIN Y 1,920 aOI‘eB.

' dO E, 3«;.0 GONSESININIRILERATREIIINNIOTSANINETINNNOIIS S0 0 772107 doA o

—— —

1 o 2,640 do

==

Although thore were 1,894 certificates issued by me, they only represent 1,164-

individaal claims, and the difference between the namber of certificates granted and
ge number-of -claims allowed is accounted for in the following manner, that is
Ay :—

‘On the Form “A,” %ome 290 cortifiontes were issued as a refand of tho small sums .

which were deduoted by the Comminsion of 1885; from the certificates granted to

half-breeds who had received payments in cash, as Indians, equal to the amount so-

- deducted. ,
The ocurtificates on the Form #B” were all issued to the legal ropresentatives of

decensed balf-breods, and in nearly every case of this nature, one individual claim -
had to bo divided amongat elght or ten direct heirs; < .d, in some instances, one or-

mn?'lhe{rs again, making somettmss as many as thirty certificatés to bo issaed ‘for
ono individual claim of $160, :
The total amount of sorip certificates isined by me, as above, also "covers certl.

more of theso divect heira being dead, their share had to bo subdivided amongst as

figatés amounting o $22,844.13 which I have granted, as follows, on applications.

which were mado before the Commission in 1888, but wero then reserv for the
reasons alroady stated :—
Refnnd ot Tréaty monayllll'"‘l..l.l.. l..l..l..-ll.lllll.ll... s 8‘245 98
-~ Claims with respect to which I have prooured the
required evidenco.'..l.‘.‘..D'..Ol.l..ll.|0.lll.ll.;'.l‘.l.. 3,7"3 32
Leogal represontatives of deceased halfbreeds whose o
olaims were pmvw in 1885|100l..00,.'l.l0‘l"'.lﬂlll '.l'!. 7,730 29
Claims reserved, owing to claimants having participated-
in the North-West onthreak......essers-cesessessin-orss 8,094 84

— ———t

822844 18

1t will bo observed thai the inajo‘rity of claims which have been preferred this-

year aro from Half-breeds who wereﬁareviously in receipt of annuities as Indians,
Apart from the claimants at Peace Hills—twenty-eight in all—who had obtained

their discharges from Treaty before my arrival at that place, I am confident, in view
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of the greav precantions which were taken by Mr, T, P. Wadsworth, Inspector of
Indian Agencies, who nccomi;anied the Commission to 8t. Albart, Viotoris, Lac la
Biche, Fort, Pitt, Battleford, Prince Albert and St. Laurent, the Indian agonts and
myself, to ascertain whether—or-notvthe»applleant-for-~withdrawal‘*would‘b6‘tsn‘ﬁﬂblé,“
in the event of his being allowed to leave the treaty, to sapport himself and family
‘without the nssistance of the Government, that no fear need be apprehended that
this olass of half-breeds who have severed their conneotion with the Indian Troaties
and havo beon granted sorip, will have to bo taken baok on the rererves,

{t-- I regret that owing to the season being so_far advanced, after completing the
investigation of claims at Prince Albert ard St. Laurent, I was unable to visit Fort &
la Corne, The Pas, Cumberland House, Grand Rapids, on the North Saskatchewan,

Norway House, Beren’s River and Fort Aloxander, on Lake Winnipeg, aud Manitoba

House and Fuirford, on Lake-Manitobs; at which places, I am informed, many per-
tons have beon granted thoir discharge from Treaty, '

- In my opioion, it is important, in order to completo the settlement of these
-olaims, that arrangements should bo made to have the Commission start out at as early

a dato as possible next spring, for the purpose of holding sittingsat the above men-

tioned places, excepting Manitoba House, which it is proposed I sball visit during
the present month, : ¢ S
In tho case of tho thirty.one claimd already mentioned, which are preferred by

persons who were residing in the Province of “Manitoba on the 15th July, 1870, in
eupport of which I have received tho necessary ovidence, but which ocannot be
alicwed without special authority of Coanetl, in consequence of the Order in Council -
of the 20th of Afril, 1835, whioh limited the time for making such applications to
the 1st of Ma{ 886, I beg to recommend, althongh Iam quito satisfied that those
who woro res Jing within the original Province of Manitoba at the time the said
‘Order in Coungil of the 20th of April, 1885, was passed, have been given ample time
and facility to submit the evidence in sapport of their olaims, that, in view of the
fact that the persons who preferred these thirty-one olaims were residing at great
distances from Winnipeg at the time of the paseing of that Oidor in Counoll, and as
they have been residents of the ueded portions of the North-West Territories for
many years and are still residing therein, the uuthori:g of Council be obtained to
-deal with these cases in the same manner as if they had been presented within the
time ‘%rosoribed by the Order in Council reforred to of the 20th of A?ril, 1885,

- With regard to the twenty-nine olaims already alluded to in this re rt, which
have beon preferred by persons who were residents of the unceded portions of the
North-West Territories on the 15th day of July, 1870, but who came in to the terri-
tory which has since been ceded by the Indians under treaties, some in 1871, and
-some in 1872, and who have continuously resided therein ever sinoe, I would recom.
meond, in view of the comparatively small number of olaims of that olass, aud of the
faot that tho claimants have always been and are still residents of the North-West
"Territories, that the Minister of tho Interior obtain from Counoil authority to deal
with the claims in question in & manner similar to that under which were dealt with
the claims of persons who were residents on the 15th day.of July, 1870, in the terri-
“tory which the 1ndians have ceded by treaty, °

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Yonr obedient sorvant,

- ’ - "R. GOULET,
Half-breed Commissioner.
.A, M, Buragss, , Eeq,, S '
Deputy of the Minister of the Interior, .

Ottawa, ‘ , e
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