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REPORT

(4n : ; .
O TR CoMmissioners appointed to consider the advicability of extending
’ the Trent Valley Canal, and to what extent.

. -—----To-the-Right-Hononruble Sir-J onN-A; MAovoNALD, G.0.B,
x Minister of Reilways and Canals for the Dominion of Cansda,

: _ The commiysioners appointed to “oonsider the question of further extending
the line of water communication between Lake Huron and Lake Ontario, and to
dstermine whether any other looal works are necessary and whother it.{s advisable that. . .
~ 8o oxtension of the main work should be undertaken and if so to what extent,” beg :
leaveé to report :— B
~—— T main work Teferred to i3 what is commonly known as the *Trent_Valley
_ Conal,” heing a projected waterway from Matohedash - Bay; Georgian Bay, Lake
Hurou, to Trenton, on the Bay of Quinté, Lake Ontario, o, R
The work already completed, as set forth in the report of tho chief engineer of
oanals, have rendered navigable the following portions -of the main route, viz,
Balsam Lako to the village of Lakefield ; the town of Peterborough to Heefy’s Falls
on_the Trent River, leaving necessary to be done, uoeording-to the same report, to
render the whole route navigable . .e followin seotions, viz, :—a canal from Matche-
dash Bay to Lake Couchiching, adistance of 1 Miles, requiring fourteen locks, s
canal from Liake 8imooe to Ba Mlsam Lake, 1704, miles, reqni ng eleven locke, & canal- -————
* frowm the village of Lakefield to the town of eterborough;- 984 -miles, x',e&uiﬂng
thirteen locks, a canal and improvement in the present navigation between Heely's
Falls and Hoard’s Oreek; 10 miles, re%xiring twantysthree looks, improvement in
the preeent navigation between Hoard'’s Creek and Frankford, an a canal between
Frankford and Trenton, 7%7& miles, requiring ten locks, = .
In endeavouring to obtain all available ii:formation on the subject under con-
sideration, the commissioners went over.the whole route, travelling by steamer from
Petorhorough to Heely's Falls and from Lakefleld to. Fonelon ‘Falle and Lindsay, and .-
- they-aleo-touk -evidence at tha wing_places imMontreal—Kingston—Toronto,~———
— UOollingwood, Midland, Barris, Orillia, Lindsa ', Peterborough, Frenton and Deseronto,
and at several points on the line of the Erie Canal. - Due notice of the sittings held
“  at the places on the route of the propoged canal was gi‘vqn,indrder,that an oppor-
. tunigy okti‘,,g?riqasing opinion on tho subjeot might be afforded to any one disposed or
~ inolined to do so, T T o R
The commissioners thought it desirable to frame a set of questions-of-a general
charmoter, which they caused to be forwarded to the members of the House of Com.
mons. and of the Legislature of Ontario, snd to the publishers of the newspapersin
- the province of Ontario, and to-the clerks of the oities and towns in that province,
~To these very few repliss have been recojved. ‘These c}ue'ationa and the ansivers
' thereto, together with the other information obtained, are forwarded herewith. .
=_-In regand to the practieability of the proposed ronta_in -referanve_to its water -
T ppl&’ihe. commissioners are of opinion that this hae been eutablished beyond ques-
tion, both by the report of the engineer and by the évidence received. =~ -
. _..The uttention of the commissioners has been called to.the width of the locks at™
; There are twelve of these, 134 feet long by 83 feet wide, - For
ridth I8 very great in Erp rifon to the length, They are of the-
8:those on the Rideau Canal, the latter, waver,: were bullt to aecoro- -
-side -whoel-vessels;- which- at this day it Is not neosssary to use. ~'The com- -
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C. A. WELLER,
eyt
MontaeaL, 17th December, 1890. ) L
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