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__Marine_ and . Fisheries, -

REPORT OF BRITISH COLUJfI3iA FI8HIJRY COMMISSION .

To the Honourable CHARLES Il . TuPpEn,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries,

Ottawa .

e► r wor .
(4

.) The Chairman's remarks in relation to the proceedings, and the conclusions
arrived at by the Commissioners r. t their final meeting at New Westminster on the
19th March, 1892 .

(5 .) Copies of the Fishery regulations in force in British Columb' h

cir eve opment, and alues from 1876 to 1891 .
(2 .) Reference to the appointment of the Dominion Superintendent of Fish Culture

in 1890 to examine into the salmon fisheries of the Fraser River .
(3.) Reference to the appointment, by Order in Council of 23rd December, 1891,

of three Commissioners to further investigate and report upon necessary fishery regula-
tions relating to the salmon and other fisheries of British Columbia, consisting of the
Hon. D. W. Higgins, Mr. She ► iff Armstrong and Samuel Wilmot, Faq ., with a brief-__reference to th k

8u ► ,-I have the honour to submit the- report of the Chairman of the Britisf,
Colûmbia Fishery Commission, which contains the following matter :-

(1 .) Introductory résumQ of the growth of the salmon fisheries of the province,
with statistics of th A 1 __.___ ._ -

appointment of the Commission on the 23rd December, 1891 .
►a. pr ►or to t e

(9 .) '.finutes of discussion at the final meeting of the Commissions fo r

(11 .) Copy
the regulations .

Respectfully submitted,

. mtster e ar►ne and F►sher ►es.

g "Al . rmmg a code or regulations thereon for submission to the
Honourabl ~I' & M

in the evidenre d e- ~ ~ot►s ► er.

rs or o erw ►se. _

um ►a.

(8 .) The minutes of the proceedings in detail, together with the evidence takenunder oath from fishermen, cannerymen, dealers and others interested in the fisheries ofBritish Col b '

sa mon an other fisher►es in British Columbia.

(6.) Copies of the additional regulations, over and above those just mentioned,
which are now in force in British Columbia. .

(7.) Copy of the regulations as carried by the Commission and recommended to beadopted by the Department of Marine and Fisheries for the better preservation of the1 d

(10 .) Copy of the code of regulations so adopted by the unanimous votes of theCommissione th

WM. SMITH,
Deptity Miniater of Marine and Fisheries .



BRITISH COLUMBIA FISHERY COMMISSION .

REPORT
OF

MR. SAMUEL WILMOT,
CHAIRMAN.

(1 .) INTRODUCTORY .

The regule.tion and supervision of the fisheries of British Columbia, particularly the
ver,yimportant salmon fishing induetries on the Fraser River and otherinland waters, have
for some years past been objects of much solicitude to thedepartment, but owing tosvariety
of causes the r egulations front time to time adopted as best suited for the conservation
of these important sources of wealth to the community, have not met with that endorsa-
tion and approval on the part , of those most interested in thei ; preservation as had
naturally been expected . Delegations waited upon the MinLiter, and petitions were fro ni
time to time received from the canning companies representing the necessity of rescinding
or amending these regulations and substituting others, many of them in direct opposi-
tion to the recommendatiou4 and reports of the local officers of the department in the
province . ~Ience the desire of all parties for the appointment of a Commission to
investigate and take ovidence on all mi :tters appartaining to the fisheries of the Pacific
province, in order that the department might formulate regulations for the control of
the different fisheries, upon data obtained through an uninterested and unbiassed medium .

Before detailing the work of the Commission which was appointed, a short résume-
of the growth of the principal provincial fisheries may not be out of place here .

The fisheries of British Columbia have, ever since the first explorers and trader s
visited the country, been noted for their wonderful extent and richnesa ; and the annua l
migrations of the salmon in such immense num bers, up the rivers from the sea to the
spawning grounds, have been a source of never-failing interest to travellers and others
who have seen them in countless thousands, during the summer months, ppshing u p
stream, overcoming all _ obstacles, in obedience to that instinctive law of nature which
compels them to seek suitable localities for the reproduction of their species.

From time immemorial the aborigines looked upon the season of the arrival of the
salmon as tF 1 grand hacvest, and ,immense quantities were annually taken and

- preserved for use during the intorval of wintor, and that long period during which ,
although fish veere always present in the streams, yet they were not caught with . the
same facility as during the great runs of "saw••kay," or red snlmon, in the months of Jul y
and August .
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'Notwithstanding the imp rovident and reckless modes of fishing practised by the
Indians, and though the quantities of fish caught by them were in the aggregate large,
still . comparatively speaking, they H;e~re very small indeed to the numbers which formed
the great salmon runs that yearly pass4~pj r'ver to the spawning girounds.

0
Following' the gradual settlement of the country, fishing operations, more,or less

extensive, were inaugurated, and the white man's ingenuity taking the place of the
crude methods of the Indians, advantage was soon .tak11 n tof this great source of
wealth and food which the rivers of the province, and espéetAlly the Fraser River,
provided at their doors .

At first the market for these fish was much resiriaed, the settlement being sparse,
and the absence of any suitable means of communication with the outside world pre-

From the two small cannerie~ in 1876, employing only about 100 Pei-sons . the

1891, under that of the years pcgvious .
cents per one•pound tin also largely accounts for the decrease in value of th (

$2,387,519, and in 1891, with thirty-eight canneries in operation, of which twenty-two
were on the Fraser River,- the salmon pack only reached the total of 316,054 cases, the
value of which was placcti at $1,517,060. In explanation of this falling off, however,
it may be mentioned that owing to n glut in the European market, consequent on the
large packs put up by the canneries in the two preceding` years, not as many fish were
taken as might otherwise have been the case . The Fisherieë Inâpéctor for British
Columbia, however, reported that, had the canneries desired to do so, fully 625,000
cases might have been obtained . A drop in the price of canned salmon from 12 to 1 0

of Alaskan canneries, the output was not so large, being only 414,500 cases, valued a t

was established on the Fraser River, by the erection of two small canneries, whose pack
that year aggregated 7, 24 7 cases (one case consists of 48 on^.-pound cans).

From this small beginning in 1876, the salmon canning industry has grown to one of
the first magnitude, the pack of salmon in the Province of British Columbia in the year
1889 amounting to 419,211 cases, representing a value of $2,414,655 . . This was the
product of thirty canneries, of which sixteen were operating on the Fraser River . - In
the following year, 1890, owing to a depreciated market, due largely to the competition

cluded any attempts at export of a product which in quantity far exceeded the
requirements of the local demands .

In the States of the Union to the south of the International Boundary, however,
where the same profusion of fish wealth abounded, ino preservation and shipment of
fresh fish in cans had been successfully accomplished, and the industry of preparing
canned salmon and shipping it to foreign markets, had been initiated, and was well
under way, with excellent prospects of remunerative success, when in 187 , his business

tn<tustry has expanded to the extent that in 1891 there were over 6,600 persons em-
ployed directly by the canneries, and the number of other persons indirectly benefite d

the fisheries of the Pacific proHnce, they are by no means the only ones of value-the
herring, halibut, oulachon, sturgeon and rock cod all being of prime importance, and
but awaiting a corresponding development to show exoellent_ returns for the labour an d

But while the salmon fishery and canning industry is the most important as vet o f

corresponatngiy iarge .

outlay requtsite for thetr capture and treatment .

vt
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The halibut fishery has attracted. considerable attention during the past two years,

and valuable fishink banks, richly stocked with this commercial fish have been discovered,
and though not as yet worked with much vigour, considerable quantities have already
been shipped in ice to the eastern cities of Canada and the United States, and notwith-
ëtaciding the many transportation dif8culties and drawbacks, the prices realized give
promise of a large increase in the busineas, and a corresponding benefit to the province
in the early future. In 1890 the value of halibut captured and used fresh was placed
at $31,840 for 636,800 lbs., and in 1891 the catch' had increased to 1,130,000 ibs .,
valued at $56,500.

The total value of the fisheries of the province for 1890 was reported by the_---
In5}ector at $3,481,~132.29.

(2 .) In 1890 Mr. Samuel Wilmot, Supt.-(jcneral of Fish Culture for the I)ominion,
acting under instructions front the depart►nent, paid an official visit to the Fraser River
during the height of the salmon fishing season and made an inspection of most of the
different canning establishments on the Fraser River, which were at that time in full
operation .

The run of salnion in •1890 was very heavy and the opportunity afforded the

inspecting officer to obtain a full and comprehensive view of the conduct of fishery
matters upon the Fraser River was very favourable . Mr. Wilmot's report to the Gov
ernment was adopted and published in the annual report of the department for 1890 .
The report, however, produced much criciciem from many of the salmon canners, and
their agents, who complained bitterly of the representations which were male by Mr . .
Wilmot regarding th4"wholesale destruction of fish and the universal custom which

prevailed of throwing all offal from the canning establishments in the river contrary
to law, as well as the conclusions arrived at generally in his report .

(3 .) With a view of determining the accuraey of this report, as well as obtainin g
data and information on many other points respecting the river and deep sea fisheries
of the province of which, until :41r. Wilmot's report was made, the departnient had pre-
viously been uninformed, a Minute of Council, based upon the recommendation of
the Honourable the Minister of Marine and Fisheries, was approved on the 23rd o f
December, 1891, appointing a Commission consieting of Hon.h. W. Higgins, Sf,p.P,
Speaker of the British Columbia Legislative Assembly, Wm . Armstrong, F.sq ., Sherif

f of New Westminster, B.C., and Samuel Wilmot, Esq ., Superintendent of Fish Culture
for Canada, 11 to inquire into and report upon the Fisheries and I:islaery Regulations i n
the Province of British Columbia . "

Mr. Charles F. Winter, of the headquarter staff of the Fisheries Department, wwe
detaile .l for duty and accompanied the Commission es seçre~~--

The Commission was convened and held its fi rst session at the Court House in New
Westminster, B.C . ; on the 19th February, 1892, Mr. Samuel Wilmot being elected
chairman, and proceeded at once to take sworn evidence from day to day and hear
teatimony ~rom the actual fiehermen and other interested partiE
affecting the fishery interests of the province .

On 2nd March an adjournment was made to Victoria. where sessions wère held
daily in the rooms of the Civic Board of . Trade until the 10th March, when the Com-
mission adjourned to Nan3imo and held meetings in the town hall there ; from thence
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the Commission went to Vancouver ; and then again to New Westaninster, where the
final meeting of the Commissioners was held on the l9th of March to consider and
draw up their report and recommendations to the department .

But previous to this a trip by steamer down the Fraser River to the open waters

of the Gulf of Georgia was to►ken by the Commission to obtain personal knowledge

regarding the location and surroundings of the several canneries. and other fishery

establishments on the river... . . . . . . . . . . .
The Kork of the Commission th roughout w very considerable, as will be seen by

the minutes of proceedings which . show that the âmber of witnesses V*Vt► ined before

the Commission was 112.- Of these 7 1 and a elegation from the New Westminster

Board of Trade, we re heard in New W est ►ni er, 20 in Victo ria, 7 in lti'anaimo, and

14 in Vancouver.

Whilst the great majority of the witnesses were actual fi shermen, there we re also
canners, their agents, and othern ±nterested directly in the tinhing industries, and many

others also of different occupations who volunteered their evidence, and in most cases,

owing to the long residence of these parties in the province and their varied fishing
experiences in all parts of the Pacific coagt, their testimony was found to be most

valuabie .

s;

Ah analysis of the occupations and callings of the witnesses will be found in the

minutes hereto appended .

Much, if not the greater portion, of the value attaching to the evidence adduced
at the varioua sessions of the Commission was by reason of the length of time the
witnesses have been in British Columbia, during which their expèrience had led them
to form their opinions and views more accurately in regard to the subjects under
investigation . Their names and periode of residence will also be found in the minutes
attached .

The witnesses were all British subjects, 85 of them being natives of the British
Isles, Canada and Australia, while the remainder claimed various ctiuntries as their
birthplace. With the exception of two native Indians and a naturalized Italian all
understood and spoke English, and with these exceptions an interpreter was not
required . __.-- -

(4 .) The undersigned furthersubmits the following pArticulars as the result of -thë
deliberations of this Commission, together with the report and final decision which the
Commissiônerâ arrived at., in forming the séries of fishery regulations which were recom-
mended to be adopted by the Marine and Fisheries Dep ► rtment . These conclusions
and the regulations submitted were formed upon the basis of the large amount of
evidence wl»ch was taken in the leading cities of British Columbia, where the principal
fishing operations were carried on, and where the larger proportion of the practical
fishermen rexided .

The proceedings connected with this investigation were free and open in every
particular, as it was deemed expedient by the Commission to allow the utmost freedom
of expression of the views of the actual, and practical fiahermen, as well as of the eannAry-
men, and all others who were interested in the fishing industries of British Columbia .

When the Commissioners' sittings were closed to the public, and after all available
evidence had bien taken under oath, the three Commissioners met by appôintment, at
the city of New Westminster, on the 19th March laxt, when a draft of regulations wae__

viii



submitted for consideration and discussion, with the view to making any alterations or
amendments thereto before their final adoption and submission to the Honourable
Minister of Marne and Fisheries at Ottawa.

By a reference to theminutes of proceedings will be found each of the regulations,
No. I to 24, which were fully discussed by all of the Commissioners, and in the main
almoet unanimously agreed to, excepting a few clauses on which the Honourable Mr.
Higgir.s voted nay, and others which he asked further time to consider .

The twenty-four regulations as agreed to, pro and con, will be found hereto attached,
which the Coin miasioners adopted by the following expression of opinion :

The abovesections from 1 to 24 were duly considered by this Commission an d

The severàl'meetings of the Commission in the various cities in which they we re held
in British Columbia created-much interest, a nd were uniformly well attended, and
gr:cafully acknowledged on the part of the fishermen and other inhabitants as a boon
granted to them by the Minister of Marine and Fisheries, to look into the actual pos i-
tion of the salmon fisheries on the Fraser River and elsewhere in British Columbia.

It may be said, however, that the number of witnesses examined, represented s
portion only of the public who were interested, and largely attended the meetings of
the Commission from day to da}'. ' The local press also gave prominence to the matters
under consideration, and with the exception of one or two of the meetings only, in th e

accuracy of -,rhrch is highly commendable .

Satisfactory reference is here made with regard to the conduct and efficiency of
Mr. Chas . F. Winter, who acted as secretary to the Commission, and also as the sworn
stenographer and type-writer, in taking and recording all evidence, the fulnesa and

ceed ►ngs .

the record or the► r unanimous adoption, or otherwise, is agreed to by the Commissioners
by their, signatures which are hereto attached . "

(ôgd .) n$A M URL WILMOT,
Chairrnan .

W . J . AsxsTnoNra ,
"D. W. Htootvs,

" Comrnieaioneru. "

For the more easy and ready comprehension of the lengthy evidence taken under
oath, which covers upwards of one thousand pages of type-written matter, the analysis
of the evidence will be found in the minutes of proceedings, showing the number of
witnesses, their residence, their occupation, their nationality, together with the names
of the witnesses and the pages where their evidence is to be found .

There is also a minority report attached, given in by the Honourable Mr . Higgins,
bearing date 29th March last, which embodies his views for dissenting from some of the
clauses which were carried by the majority votes of the Commission . This minority
report will be found appended to the ► najority report at the end of the minutes of pro-

city of Victoria, the utmost satisfaction and harmony prevailed .

stand will be found he reto attached : ----_ --_----.,_-
~ of the Commission, and as they are at present, the several regulationa ea they no w

lations as applied to the salmon fisheries in British Columbia prior to the appointmen t

espec#fully submitted ,

-- SAMUEL WILMOT,

P. .4. -K ith the view to a bèttet underatandiqg of the poeition of the fishery regu

Chairnu►n, British Colatrnbia Fia/►ery Commission.

ix
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REGULATIONS IN FORCE RELATING TO SALMON FISHERIES IN
BRITISH COLUMBIA PRIOR TO THE APPOINTMENT OF THE
FISHERIFS COMMISSION ON THE 29so DECE MBER, 1891 .

~me we etemmne thenumber of 'ooate, seines; or'neta, or other fishing apparatus to be used in any of the
- waters nf R~t ;ot, r 1 ., ,, ► :

o e name o e owner or owness
legibly miarked on two pieces of wood or metal attached to the eame and such mark
shall ùe p ►eserved on such nets or fishing boats during tht fishing sear3on~in such manner
as to be visible without taking up the net or nets ; and any net or fishing boat used
without srch mArk shall ix, liable to forfeitur e

5. (a .) The Minister of Marine and Fisheries -hall from t to t' d

jec e and costs under the Ftshertea Act .
(b.) Ail salmon nets and-fishing-boata shall lis- th f t h

escnp on contained in such heense snail be deemed to be illegal and liable to forfeiture,
together with the fish caught therein, and the owner or person using the è.~►me shall bealso aub t d.- fin

g uc ~oense as n
-obtained, and any net, fishing boat or fshing apparatus used in excess or evasion of the
d t'

p nwaters of British Colutnbia.
4 . (a.) Before any salmon net, fishing boat or other fishing apparatus shall be used,

the owner or persons interested in such net, fishing boat or fishing apparatus shall Cause
a memorandum in writing setting forth the name of the `ownPr or person interested, the
length of the net, boat or other fishing apparatus and its intended location to be filed
with the Inspector of T.'isheries, w ho, if no valid objection exists, ma~p, in accordance with
instructions from che ,liinister of Marine and Fisheries, issue a~shery Iicense for the
same, and an net, fishinboat. or fishing app~sratus used hefone s' it 1. L bee

t) e use of se i nes for the° purpose of catching salmon is rohibited i t h

a oocloc p .m . on the fol l owing Sunday, and du ring such close time no nets or other fahing
apparatus shall be set or used so as to impede the free course of fish, and all nets or
other fishing apparatus set or used otherwise shall be deemed to be illegally set r :ud
shall be liable to be seized and forfeited, and the owner or owners or persons using the

Jr . .

d Th ~a e tu t e penalt ies and costs i mpqsed hy the kishe ries Act.same shall be l' U h

(b.) Drift nets shall not be used so as to obstruct more than one-third of any river .(e.) Fishing for salnioJ► shâll be discontinued from 6 o'clock m on Saturd t 6

o e s ees.
3 . (a .) Drifting with salmon nets shall be confined to tidal waters, and no salmon

net of any kind shall be used for salmon in fresh waters, -

SALMON FISliI\().

1 .- Fishing by means of nets or other apparatus without leasea or licenses f rom the
Minister of 'Marine and Fisheries, is p rohibited in all waters of the Province of B ri tish
Columbia.

Provided always, that Indians shall at all times have liberty to fish for the purposeof p rovidin g food for themselves, but not for sa le, barter or tra ffic, by any means other
than with d ri ft nets or spearing .

- 2. Meshes of nets used for capturing salmon shali be at least five and three-quarter
inches extension measure, and nothing shall be clone to practically diminish their size :p rovided always that the \Iiniater of Marine and Fisheries may order larger meshes to
bo used at such times and places as may bejn his opinion necessary for the protection
fth 6h '

cannenea upon t e~r ave res t v k

(b.) The. total number of licenses for salmon fishing in the Fraser River shall be
limited to 5tl, and of this number 350 shall be allotted among the canneries in opera-
tion on the Fraser Ri~~er'in the season of 1890, the allotment thereof to bebssed, in the
caees of the old b, rage pec e kW a of the last three s®aruns,

-- and in those of new can neries - upon the estimate of the -Inspector of Fisheries of the-re~ec►nablë working capacity of such new canneries .
X



Marine and Fisherleg .
Forall licenseà up to twenty, inclusive, a fee of twenty dollars eaoh shall be charged,and for any number in excess of twenty which, under the proposed allotment an can-nery ma y be entitled to take up, a fee of $50 for each license shall be charged . ~houldany of the 350 licenses above referred to remain unissued, they shall be allotted on the

basis already stated, to the canneries app lying therefor, at a fee of $50 for each li cense,and in cases there should not be fga auo►ent number to permit of this being alone, theymay be issued by the Inspector of Fisheries, in such manner as he deems equitable upon
pay ►r.en` of _ the laat•mentioned fee ; the Hunaining 150 licenses to be issued at $5 per
license t, the peoprietors of free_ rs on the river and to 6ehermen, as the Minister o f
Marine ard Fishsriea may authorize, no fisherman, however, to receive more than one
license .

No one shall fish for, catch or kill trou, from the 15th October to 15th 1'aroh, bot hdays inclusive in each year. Provided always that Indians may, at any time, catch or
kill trout for their own use, but not for the purpose of sale or traffic .

FISFi OFFAL

. Pish oftal, or any other deleterious substances shall not be thrown into or allowed top~a into, or remain in any . water, or river or stream-nor shall sawdust or mill rub•
bish be drifted or thrown into any atream frequented by fish in British Columbia-$e esec . 14, Fisheries Acta.

The following regulations for tha salmon fisheries of British Columbia are in
addition to the above and are now in force in that province

nEt,ui .Ar ►ox OF JUNE 1, 1892 .

1 . That all borotfide fishermen; being British subjects and actual residents of the
province, shall be entitled to obtain one (1) licensP to fish, upon payment of the sutn of
$20 for such license.

2 . That each freezing establishment, actually engaged in the freezing and exporting
of 6sh, shall be entitled to obtain not exceeding seven (7) licenses, and that the fee for
each license sha)1 be $20.

3 Th. at each establishment engaged in the actual business of shipping or export-
ing fish in ice, or otherwise, but not in the manner of freezinK or canning, shall be en-
titled to obtain not exceeding three (3) licenses, at a fee of $20 each license .4 . That each and every local trader or dealer in fish for home conaumpEion, i ncities, towns, or country, actually engaged ► sucli hnffie, shall be ënt,itlecl to obtain notexc~di ► ~g two ( 2) lice r.ee~s, at a fee of *20

n
each licenso.

5 . That salters and smokers of 6sh who carry on this specialty in curing fish for .
domestic or foreign markets, and not engaged in the 6ahing business in any other way,
may be entitled to obtain two licenses upon the na ment of a fee of 220 for eech lioenae .6. That every actuel resident settler ( with h

►
►a fùmilq residing with him) shall be, entitled to obtain one (1) license to fish, upon payrnent of $2 for the same ; and shallbe p)rmitted to F. ah in any Of the waters of British Columbia, except in any prescribedlimits at the thf rimoua overs or streams, or during the close times ; every such settler

shall be a$ritish aubject, and such license will only permit of fishing for family use, bu tnot for sale or barter.
7. That Fsch canning establishment, actually carrying on the canning industry,

shall be entitled to receive twenty boat licenses to fish as its maximum number ; and
that the fee payable for each such license ahall be $20, to upply everywhere alike
throughout the province. , . ,

t 8. All the persons so uientioned in all of the above eectione ss entitletl to receivelicenses shall be bond,/ide resident British subjects and the actual proprietors of the
busine6e for whieh the licensee are obtained ._ : _ 9. -That-sll licenses •so• obtained--shalr not be tranaferablewh 1 uuder any conditions ts- a , er, w ► t ► out the consent ►n wr►ting from the Department of Marine and Fisheries .
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COP\ OF TIIF RFOULATIONB, 1 TO 24, 1ZFCOa111FNDED BY TIIF BRITr811 COLUMBIA Fldll-
FRIF9 COMMISSION TO BE CON9IDFRFD AND ADOPTFD RY THE DEPARTMENT OF MARIN E

lune aci e)ss the Fraser lttvo> at Whonnack Creek :-above these two points on the Pitt
and Fraser R.ivers, netting or fishing for commercial purposes as above described, is
forbiddPO .

11 . Ptre use of seines for capturing fish of any description is whcily forbidden at
the mouths of r411 rivers or streams within certain limits thereof as may be laid down by
the Denartment, of Fisheries .

From the evidence taken tinder oath from numerous parties in relation to the sub-
ject of the fisheries at the cities of New Westminster, Victoria, Vancouver and
Nanaimo, the following ' conelusions we re come to on the subjects contained in the
several paragraphs he rein, which are numbered front I to 24, and a re recommended to be
adopted by the Fisheries 1)epartment of Canada, for the conservation and maintenance
of the fishing industries of the Province of British Columbia . The recommendations
are as follows:--- -

1 . That each cauningestnl~lishmont, actually carrying on the canning industry, shall
be entitled to t rr.coive eighteen boat licenses to fish as its maximum nulnber ; and that
the fee payable for each such license :shall b e

2 . That each freezing establishment, actually engaged in the freezin g and exporting
of fish, shall be entitled to obtain not exceeding seven licenses, and that the fee for each
license shall be $20 .

3. That each establishment engaged in the actual business of shipping or exporting
fish in ice, or otherwise, but not in the manner of f reezing or canning. shall be entitled
to obtain not e xceeding three licenses, at a fee of $20 each license.

4 . That each and every local trader or dealer in fish for home consumption, in
cities, towns, or country, actually engaged in such traffic, shall be entitled to obtain not
exceeding two licenses, at it fee of $20 each license .

5 . That all Gond fidc fishermen, being British subjee ts and actual residents of the
province, shall be entitled to obtain one license to fish, ,► 1Krn payment of the 'sutn of $20
for such license.

6 . That every actual resident settler (with h -, fmmly rnsiding with him) shall be
entitled to obtain one license to fish, upon paXtnct ► t'of $2 for the satne ; and shall be
rrmitted to fish in any 4 the waters of British Columbia, except in any prescribe d

nits at the mouths of rivers or streams, or during the close times ; every such settler
shall be a British subject, and such license will only permit of fishing for family use, but
not for sale or barter.

7 . That the regular annual close time for salmon fi shing in any of the rivera or
streams of British Columbia shall be from the lst Octo ber to the lst March following
in every year.

That the weeky close time for fishing for salmon or other fish in the waters of
British Columbia shall be from 6 o'clock a.m. on every finturda,y till 12 o'clock midnight
ofi the following Sunday.

8 . That the limitation for th - size of mesh of salmon nets and the period in which
such sized nets shall be used, shah be as follows :-

A net witir a 7 1 inch tnesh for capturing spring salmon to be used from let March
to 15th August . A net with a mesh not less than 51 inch mesh for sockeye, cohoe or
other salmon, may be used only between lst July and lst October .

The above mcFshes a re extension measure .
9 . That all licenses so obtained shall not be transferable under any eouclitions what-

ever, without the consent in writing from the Department• of Fisheries .
10 . That the tidal boundaries for all or any fishing for commercial purposes con-

nected with canning, freezing, or exporting of salmon, shall be at Pitt River, and at a
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12. That the re shall be ro discrimination with regard to the numbers of licener,
nor the feea payable for the saute, for canners, or othe rs, throughout the waters of British
Columbia.

13. That the throwin g of fish offal or dead fiah, shw-dust, will tubbish, or any
deleterious substance into the rivers, Oor other waters frequented by fish, is alike injurious
to these waters and to the inhabitants residing along the same ; and therefo re the laws
relating to the prevention of offal and deleterious substances being th rown into such
waters should be enforced in the interests of the community at large.

--- 14 . That it would be expeciienth for the improvement of the fisheries in British
Columbia, that additional fish hatcheries to the one now in existence should be built in
well selected localities on the upper branches of the Fraser River, the evidence before
this Commission being largely given in this line .

15 . That the great destruction of herring now practised to supply a few crude
oileries on the coast and elsewhere, should be prevented by departmental enaetments,
and thus avoid the too g reat and rapid depletion of an important factor as bait for
carrying on the deep sea fisheries of the British Columbian coast in the futu re.

16 . That the halibut fisheries on the coast of British Columbia, now assumin--grent importance f rom the succeses whicl ► have-âttended the catches lately made an
their introduction into the markets of Boston and elsewhere on he Atlantic coastti demand
the husbanding ca re of the Qovernment for the advancement of this now industry which
bids fair to give additional wealth to the inhabiÉants of British Columbia ..

17 . That the inclination on the part of the fishermen is to i ncrease the killing
capacity of the drift net by giving it greater depth than appears necessary for fairly
legitimate fishing, and as the depth as shown now varies from 30 to 60 meAes, and in
order to place all fishermen upon the same footing in their fishing operations, and to
guard against tôo excessive destruction of the salmon, the drift net for eookeyes should
be limited to a deptl i not exceeding 50 meshes .

18. That doubts having arisen with regard to the actual meaning of subsec . 8 of
section 8, chap . 95 of the IZevised Statutes of Canada, it is desirable in the interests
of river fishing in British Columbitrwith reference to leaving portions of the river free
frein fi shing, that not mo re than one-third of the river should be left open .

19. That the system now p re vailing along the coast of killing vast numbers of dog-
fish exp ressly for the use of the livers of said fish for oil purposes only, should be dis-
continued, unless the bodies of these fish a re utilized in the same manner.

20 . That salters and smokers of fish who carry on their specialty in curing fish fo r
domestic or foreign market.; , xnd not engaged in the fishing business in any other way,
may be entitlad to obtain two licenses upon the payment of a fee of $20 for each license .

21 . That a suggestion i s made to he department for the a dvisability for further
p rotection of the fisheries, that a sufficient number of additional guardians should be
appointed, to enforce the fishery laws .

22. That it is expedient , in the interosts of the Fraser River tisher' es, that the early
runs of the quinnat and sockeye salmon should be captured from whi . .i to obtain their
ova for artificial breeding in the l r.tsnerie9.

23. That the introduction of shad, oysters and lobsters into the waters of Britirh
Columbia from the Atlantic coast, is most desirable, and that the I)epartment of
Fisheries be requested to institute such means as will bring about this most desirable
enterprise.

24 .. That whereas the native oyster is found in some localities along the British
Columbia coast, and as they a re becoming rapidly decimated by the action of a few
fisherme ►. and Indians, regardless of ~onsequences, it is desirable that the Fisheries
Department should take speedy action to p revent their extermination by establishing
p roper close seasony, and encouraging persons who may be desirous of entering into the
business of oyster culture.

NOTE.-The consideration and adoption of the above re gulations front 1 to 24,
together with discussion and votes taken thereon by the Coin missioners, will be found in
the minutes of prc :eedings h ereto appended .
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ANALY;lI:1 OF WITN F-48&4 IIFARD BY THE COMMISSION.

At New Weatminswr thore were hexrd . .• , 71 witnessea and a dele-
tien front the Ne w

Çextminater Board
of Trade.

At Victoria there were heard . . . . . . . .'. . . . 20 witneascX .,
At Nanaimo (10 . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 do
At Vancouver . . do . . . . . . . . . 14 d~

- ------- ~-- ~ In all . . . . . . . . . . . . 112 witnesae.q. --

- The great majority of these witneâsea were persons of many yei► ra''residence in th e
province and their experionce in connection with the fiaheriea extends over P. consider-
ab ;o period, as appears from the folloiving :-

23 witnesses had been residing in B .C. for 30 years and over.
1E; ' do do over 20 years but under 30.
19 do do over 10 years but under 20.
21 do do over 5 years but under 10.
18 (10 do over c y1 are but under 5.
1 do do under 1 year.

and 12 witnesses did not state their length of residence .

11 2

By occupations the witnesses were divided as .followa :-
Cunners and agents of cxnneries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

'Cannery managers and book-keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Fishermen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . GO

= Farmera . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Merchants and traders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Fish den)cra ( frebh fish) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Freezers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
General merchant and c,wper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Hotel•keeper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Master marinera . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Physicians and surgeons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G
Indian Reyerve Commissioner and Indian agents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Fishery o@ioers . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Civil engineer . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Barrister 1, Chemist 1 . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Butcher 1, Accountant 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Promoter of colonisation companiea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 1

112
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:--The witnecvtav were all British subjects and were natives of the following place s

F:ngland . . . : . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29
.'3cotland . : . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . .
. .

.
. . . . . .

.
.

.
.

. . . . .
. . . . . . 18

Ireland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Ontario . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . 13
Quebec . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I
Nova 8cotia . . . . . . . : 6
New Brânswick . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Prince ,dward Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
British Columbia : . • . • ' .

Whtt,ea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Indiane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Newfoùntiland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Australia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ., . . . ., . . : . . .
United States . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., . . . n
Hussia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

1!'ranro . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : .. 1. .

Qreece . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Port>>gal ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

.
. . . . . . . . . . . 2

Norway and fJK•etlen : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Italy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I : . . . 2
tler►aany . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . .1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I
Notgiven . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
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COMMISSION FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF MATTERS IN CONNECTION
WITH THE SALMON FISHERIES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA .

NEW WESTMINSTER, D .C., 19th February, 1892 .

F'i rat Dal%a ,$esaion.

The Coin ►nissioners appointed for the investigation of matters connected with the
salmon fisheries of British Columbia, etc ., met, by permission of the Iionourable the

of ll i informationCo on the subject of the existing regulotione in British %jolumbin ,

Provincial Secretary, in the Court-house, New Westminster, at 2 o'clock p .m .

i'resent :

The Honourable D. W. Higgirs, of Victoria, B.C. ; Sheriff W. J. Ar►nstrong, of
New Westmirister, I ; .C . ; S. Wiln ot, Esq., Superintendent of Fish Culture for theDominion of Canada, and Mr. C . F. Winter, of Ottawa, secretar,t .

Upon request by Mr . IN 'ilmot, the secretary read the Orders in Council appointing
thCoiia.a fol le mmsson ows -

" CRRTIFIRD COPY of a Relx)rt of ►c Committee of the Honourable the Prir~y Council,
at)rrotwd by His Excellencb the (,ouernor-(lerrtral in Couneil, on the 251h ofdugual,
1891 .

"On a report dated 1 0th August, 1891, from the Minister of Marino and Fish •
eries, stating that ho has received a dommunication signed by all the representatives o f
the Yrovince of British Columbia in the House of Commons, representing that fishery
reguiations, which may be well adapted to other provinces, are not always applicable to
British Columbia, and urging the necessity of appointing a Commission for the purpose

and especially with regard to the al:eged injurious effects of throwing fish offal into th e
water.

"The Minister, in connection with this matter, states, that fi--ing the course of an
official inspection made last season, the Superintendent of Fish Culture ascertained tha t
the practice of throwing offal in the water, although prohibited by t ., ~ Fisheries Act,
was general .

" It is deemed unnecessary here to deal at length with the injurious effects of suc h
a p ractice, suBi,x it to say that it is universally condemned in England, as well as i n
otl ► er Europeart countries . Itritish Culun,bia canners, however, claim that it can do n o
harm to the salmon industry, as it is, they say, i!! once con sumed by small fish or carried
to the nea by the swift current in the Fraser River. But, on this point, the olficors of
the Fisheries Department are of opinion that . such a condition is untenable, owing to th e
enormous quantity of refuse, amounting to nq less than 8,733,000 lbs. each season.

" The Minister observes, that apart from this consideration, fully one-fourth'of thi s
)onsiderable mass of fish matter, thus thrown away, consists of good wholesomn food ,
wantonly destroyed and lost for human wants. This loss represents an equivalent of
277,489 salmon, which are thud allowed to go to waste and pollute the water . ltost, if
not the whole of this refuse could be profitably used for making fish-oil or guano, thus
opening new fields to other industries. Settl irs along the Fraser River also complai n
bitterly of the pollution caused by this offal and of the stench which arises therefrom .

'" The Minister appends a memo. containing a synopsis of present and past re gula-
tions in force in British Columbia, together with such regulations as have been proposed :
uu4IIV6t1UV LV(1. '

"The Minister, in view of certain penuiiarities of the Pacifio fisheries, their great
value, and of the request on the part of inembers of Parliament, to which reference ha s

10c-1



66 Victoria. Seasional Papers . (No. lOc.) --- A. 1893

been made, recotnmends that a Connmission, consisting of the undermentioned gentle-
men, be al.pointed to inquire into and report upon the fisheries and fishery regulations
in the P rovince of British Columbia, viz . :--Charles T . Dupont, Charles G. Major, and

The Committee submit the same for Your Excellency's approval .

(Sgd .) "JOHN J. JIc(3EE,
"C'lerk, I',•icy Council . "

Samuel Wilmot, Esquires .

Messis . Dupont and Major having signified their inability to Act upon the Commis-
sion, the following minute of Couucil was subsequently approved by His Exc qllency,
and w hich was also read by the secretary, as follows :-

"CenrtFteu Cot't of n Nehort of a Cosunittee of the 7lonoura6le the Privy Council,
approred by His E:rccllency thé Goro.r nor-Ceneral in Council, on the 23rd of
DeceinGer, 1891 .

"'l'he Commit :c-e, on the recommendation o f the Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
advise that the Order in Couneil of the 25th August, 1891, appointing 'M essrs . Charlos
T . I)ulaut, Charles G . Major and Samuel W ilmot, Comniissionera to inquire into and
report upon the Fisheries and Fishery Regulations of the Province of British Columbia,
be cancelled .

"The Connuittee on the sanie recommendation advise that Jfr. David W . Higgins,
of V ictoria, and \ir. William J . Armst ro ng, S'ieriff of New Westminster, together with
Mr. Samuel Wilmot, be appointed a Commission for the above-named purpose.

(Sgd ) "JnHN J. .11cGEI'.,
"Clerk, Priry Council . "

The €ecretary then read a letter of instructions addi essed b y the Honourable Charles
H. Tupper, Minister of 'Marine and Fisheries ; to the Commissionei s, and which was as
follows :-

C.overnor- G eneral on the 23rd I)ecember, 18 9 1, you have been appourted Gomrnrsstoners
to inquire into and report upon the Fisheries and Fishery Regulations of the Province
of British Columbia .

" I have directed that Mr. Charles F. Winter, Secretary to the Deputy M inister of
Fisheries, should be detailed to act as secretary to your Commission .

"In view of Mr . \1'ihuot's position as Superintendent of Fish Culture in Canada,
and his position in my delknrttnent, I would be glad, should it meet with your app ro val,
for him to act as chairman during your deliberations .

" It is desired by me that while you should be free to inquire into the subject of
regulations generally for the fisheries of British Columbia, in such way as you deem best,
all evidence or information offe red you shall l i e, as far as possible, made part of the record
of your proceedings. , ,l[r. W inter, as a short•hand writer, will be able to take down such
evi dence as you may wish to hear . After you have acquired such information as you
desire, I would be glad to have such draft regulations as you may agiee upon, with such
atguiyents as you have to offer in support of them, and if it is not possible for you to
ag ree, I would be glad to have regulations from each, or any two of you, uupported in
the same wày .

" While I am not at present authorized to pay out of the public funds more than
the expenses which you may incur for the purposes of the inquiry, I may say to you
that it is my intention to submit for the consideration of His Excellency in Council,
when the Estimates for the next Session a re taken up, an item covering a proper allo

wanceto you, in the nature of an honorarium .
2

Urr.► W.+, 27th January, 1892 .

t ;s N Tt.t: M es,--By virtue of an Order in Council, approved by His Excellency the
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" I n, N.d not impress upon•you'the necessity for bringing your deliberations to a

close as speedily as possible, though
.at the saine time I have no desire that you shouldunduly hasten the work .

"Z have the honour to be, gentlemen,
"Your obedient servant ,

(sgrl•) "CIiARI,E.S H. TUPPER." '
It was then moved by .M r . Higgins, seconded by M r. Armst rong, that .llr. W ilmottake the Chair.
.lir. W ilmot, on doing ~ ,, thanked his colleagues for their con6denoe, nnd explainedthat the ltinistere suggestion was made in view not only of his (Sir. 1Vilmot's) longexperience in connection with piscatorial matters, but also in case of the occasionalabsence f ro m thesessionsof the local Commissioners, he considered it would be better to

have as presiding otlicer the Commissioner who would be quite sure to be present
at allthe sittin g,~ of the Commission .

Mr. Higgina and Mr. Armst rong concurred in this view.
Commissioners Higgins and Armsttong questioned the powers of t he Commissionunder the Orders i n Council read by he secretary, and considered a legal opinion as totheir power to sun, L .on witnesses and administér oaths should be securetl .The secretary stated that lie was awa re the Minister had previously appointedCommissions by Order in Council, under authority of chap . 115 of the Revised $tatutes,

and by which witnesses weie summoned and oa+hs administergd .It was agreed that the question should be referred to the legal firm of Corbould,McColl, W ilson & Campbell , for a decision as to the powers of the Commission, before
proceeding to take evidence.

Upon thequestion of programme and the more liarticularmatters to be taken up,- .1ir. Wilmotsubmit•ted a memo. of matters for investigation and upon which hir.Tupper had made marginal notes . ( Fisheries file No. 8 478-'90) . The points moteparticularly to be taken up we re :--
(1 .1 Offal .
(2.) The limitation of number of nets in the Fraser River, their length and size ofmesh .
(3 .) Whether licenses, establi3hing the number of them which shall be given, to

canners, to regular fishermen, to freezers and to settlers .
( 4 .) The close seasons, annual and weekly.
(b .) Fishing limits in th) Fraser, shall they be reduced f rom what they are Atpresent 1
(6.) Shall licenses be granted only to 'resident Bri tish subjects, or to any person _applying for them I
(7 .) Whether a discrimination of fees for licenses`should be made as between

canners or other fishermen on the Fraser River, and those fishing on or at the estuaries
of other rivers in British Columbia .

Mr. Armstrong stated that lie also had been conside ring the matter to be inquire d
into and had dra,vn up a few questions in the line in which he thought inquiry shoul dbe made and , which he re 1 o t II Co, a< ie mmisvàon as follows :--

(1 .
(2 .
(3.
(4 .

What depth of net should be allowed for 6shing in the Fraser River 9
Should fishing fdr canneries be allowed outside the mouth of the river?
Should the offal go into the river or be otherwise ritilized f
Should all canneries have the same tiumlier of licenses I

(5.) How many licenses should each cannery have 4
(6 . $hould licenseabe of an uniform price for,çanneries throughout the prqvincei

47. Should any but British subjects of twelve months' standing have a lioense l'(8. How many licenses'should be issued to 6shermeri outside of canneries 49.) Should Indiana have licenses to fish for the canneries, and if so, how many 110.) Should residents along the river who do not make fishing a business havelicenses to fish, or should they be allowed to fish foi their own consumption without a
licehse t

1 8
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(11 . What capacity are the canneri es 1

(12 .~ What does it cost du ring the average run of fish to put up a case of 48 one.

pound tins-get details of expenditu re .
The Commissionnrs ag re ed to conduct the inquiry uon the general lines embodied

in both Mr. Armstrong's paper and the memo. of Mr. V. ilmot.

Or . the question of " open " or " close " meetings,-
Mr. Wit.ator.-" Well, the next question would be, shall the meetings bo open to

everybody and eve ry thingl "
Mr. ARxsraoxo.-" Yes, sir."

M r. Htoni %, s.-" Press and all 1' '

\[r . AxusrKOtio .-- "Yes, sir, p ress and all, if thew things' need ventilation let

them have it . If we close our meetings, thon after we art) done there would be sure to

to be a great cry about it and no matter how fair and honeet we conducted the matter,

we would be given no credit for it . I think it would be well to get all int erested in

canne ries to give evidence, then take f reezers and then fishermen ; i f we get canners,

freezers and ti.ahermen in he re together we won't be able to keep them from talking and

disputing ."._ •
M r. Wtt,xor.-° Oh, well, we must keep order-no discussion must take place to

~nterfere with what is going on be fore thé Commission . The only thing in regard to the

press is that if matters are under discussion here and it'appears nex -~ morning perhaps

different to what it really is, it would th row some 4 .scredit upon the investigation."

Mr. Anasrno N rs.-1/ Oh, but w e are not discussing these matters with anybody else .

We are getting answers to certain questions and then we will discuss the case and not

before-at any rate that is my view . "

M . Wrt.aor.--" Very well ; but these interests of canners and fishermen are very

cor,fiictieg. Now if some canners are present and some fishermen, would it not prevent

th u latter from giving that free and open evidence which otherwise they would give 1"

Mr. AsxsrROaa .-" Well, if we find that anything like that occurè we can ask the
gentlemen to withdraw, but I cannot consistently eay I would have it with closed doors .

What do you think, Mr. HiggiRs 1• '
\ir. }itco m s.-" Well, I think it should not be altogether closed, except some-

thing like what Mr. Wilmot suggests should occur. I would prefer an open meeting-

if we find such has any detèrrent effect on any witnesses we can easily remedy it . "
The Commission thereupon decided to sit with open doors .
After discussion and on formal motion of M . Higgins, it was decided that the

hours of sitting of the Commission should be daily f ro m 10 a.m. to12 noon_And_fr4m __-.---

to-~i p•m :, and that the Commission sit-"thié evening ~rô 8 p.m. to 10.30 p .m . ,

to take evidence-future evening sittings being determined daily .
The secretary being despatched for one of the members of the legal firm to whom

it had been decided to refer the question of the powera of tbr, Commission, returned

with M r. McColl ( Corbould, McColl, W ilson & Camp bell). Mr. bicColl, after pernsing .

the papers, stated that it was quite clear to him that the present Commission had full
power, under authority of Chapter l lb to summon witnesses and administer oaths, and
all persons so summoned were bound to appear and answer all questions submitt ed to

them, and all parties so summoned and not appea ring could be placed under arrest and

tried for the offence . Mr. bicColl also approved of a form of oath submitted by Mr .

W ilmot and to be taken by all witnesses examined, and which was as follows :--
«I . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will truly anawer all such

questions as may be put to me and also give such information as may be within my per-
sonal knowledge to this Commission relating to the salmon or other fisheries of British
Columbia now under oonsideration :

"Sohelp me God. "
Upon request of the chairman, Mr. Winter, the secretary of the Commission too k

the following oath :-
" In the matter of a dbrtain Commission directed by an Order in Couqcil dAt4d

23rd December, 1891, directed to David W. Higgins, W. J . Armstrong, and Samuel
4
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Wilmôt, to inqûire into and repbtt apon the frshëriea and fishery regu lationa in the
Province of Bri tish Columbia, and in thematter of Chapter 115 of the Revised Statutes

thon cannot get a license, well, I don't want to have anything to do with it.

of Canada, 3 888 ,
" I, Charles F . Winter, the stenographer sppointed by the Minister of Marine to

act as secretary in the matter of the above Comtniesion,do make oath and say, that I
will truly take down the e v idence that may be given in above Commission and faithfally
perform all the duties that may be r )quired of me by said Commissioners to the best of
my ability :

" :3o help me (3oi . "
lTpon the queation of issuing summons to wituesses, it was decided t o accep t al l

voluntary evidenee first nnd not issue any summons unless in case of actual nec ess lty ,
The Chair haring declared the Commission ready for the taking of evidence :-
JAMFS WISF., of Now Westminster, nppeared and after being duly sworn :
Mr. NVtLMOT.---Well, gentlemen, we will proceed. ,Nfr. Wise, have you' any sugges•

tions to offer or statement to make i
Wuxtss .-NIy principal object in coming here is this :, This fishing 'business is

a very mixed business-it is very dissatis6actory to a great many, and in fact two years
ago when a far m er could not fish himself or let his sons do so, it was very near mhkin g
it great deal of t rouble--when the free people on the batiks of the Fraser eculd not catch

,a fish at their own doors, why we might as well be in Russia or I reland, or some other '
country of that descrip tion . ( Laughter.) Then a telegram came to late Inspector
Mowat to give licenses for $2 . I have not much other information to give you, but I
would prefer answering questions if you will ask them upon any particularr - point you
may requi re.

Mr. Hm n ot N s.-Are you in the fi shing business I - -
11'tratss .-\To, not now . I sold out to Mr. 1•:wen four years ago. I had a plant

that cost me ?1,000 and applied for licenses, but I could not jet one. I was one of the
first fishermen on the river, as both you ttentlemen ( to Messrs. Armstrong and Higgins)
know, and worked the industry up front its infanci'. I Am not i►a tho fishing business
at presont, but would like to go into it next sen j on, but if I put n:oney into plant and

Mr . Htontas.-•Have you ever been in the canning business i
W tT S F.sa.-I was in the cs+unery business tell years ago .
\ir. IitaGus.-What is your opinion as to tnesh of nets. Is the p resent mesh

satisfactory 1
W ttxt:ss.-Oh, yes, but I think nets a re it secbndary c4m sideration ; you want

nets he re that will catch the hsh_and .you nt_ust.arrange itaet~ording to their ~zë:'""TÜé
-- rear,on I inakëtüia rémarl: ns to size is that i have found sparvn in a four•pound salmon

and it was,~ust as well fitted for spawning as that in larger salmon.
~fr. Iimnt N s .- lVhat dô you think of catching fish in the mouth of the river I
NV tT N gss .-It is very detrimental and stops fish from coming into the river. It

s tops thom in this way, "Mr. Higgins, it stops them when they a re a,tlvo and livel y, a, i d
in the p rime of life, and they a re held back until they are r.ot in such good condition .

Mr. Htanta3:-But are they not caught at the ntouth of thr ri v er t
Wtrvsss .-Ius, they'are caught, but their course to the ► iver is often deflected

away and they go to other places and we lose the fish to thr,t extent . I have seen
Indians who have told me they n ave seen our fish going up te Comox and other rivera
whe re they we re not until some seven years ago. They are a ve ry timid fish, but of
course i n the last ext re mitÿ will go up notwith~tanding all barricades, dcc. The breeding
time is exhausting to any anin ial or fish and all these bi1rs which the Hsh try to pass

must inake them more weakened. Let the fish get into the river and they will not go
back ; the) will go on up and spawn. Then p ro tect your spawning grounds properly-
this, I think, is the tCreat question.

Mr. Htao tvs.-What do you thinh` about lia+nses t Is the present system
satisfactory 1

;Wtrxe.ss.--Well, it may be pnrtly éatisfactory to a few, but it is only so to a small
minority. The re is nothing in any other part of Can tda or the States where a monopoly



56 Victoria. Sessional Npgn (No. 10c.) , A. 1893

is given to'the few like here. What we want he re is a hardy class of industrious
working people to conte and settle here with their families . Many have come with theirfamilies but, they wuld not get a license and then they are under the thumb of men
who only give small pay, for they get Chinamen and Indiana next to nothing . Thisuystem is driving away the ixist of our people. The only way you can keep them is to
give them ' icenses.

Mr . Htacltxs.-What change would you suggest ?
WIT N tiss.-I t itink you shou?d give a license to every British subject Hh ,) appliesfor one . A man who puts up 10 0 or 200 brls . of salmon will help settle our country. Ifthis plan was adopted this country would be settled thickly and it would drive out the

Ch}namen . .
Mr. Iltccltxs.-You we re one titnc, I think, largely in the pickling line 1
WIT IN ess.-Yes, I have pickled and salted salmon and sent them to al l parts ofthe world. I shipped salmon on the old "Dominion," p robably you remember .her. That

was when I first sent to the Australian markets . I then went into partnership withEwen & Wood and we bought out Mr. Legg and then sold out to Ewen .Mr. IIIG(ilNs .---Where did you catch your fish ?
Wtrxess.--Well, I fish exl in the mouth of the river and away up above Ladner's .Mr. Iitcctt n s .-Whe re did you sell ?
WIT N ess.---Oh, I sold over here, not far away.
Mr. HIaotxs.-\t'he re did you clean your fiah?
\VITxess.-On the bank of the river.
Air. Htcm txs. 7

~
-Always on the bank of the river? Was it whe re the offal could gointo the river ?

WITV6S$ .-Ye,s, thore was no other place to put it. The re seems to be no idea butputting it in th, river ; still, it should be put elsewhe re-it would be good to put onthe land, would t not.
Mr. Hlantxs .-They say not ; that has been tried and found a failure years ago.W tTxess .-Yes ; it was tried, but the smell was most objectionable and it was afailure Now, I think, if the offal was put in scows and carried out to deep water it

would be at once carried away and give no t rouble.
Mr. Htco ► % s .-What effect do you think it has on salmon ? What becomes of it?ti\'tTN ESS .-Oh, I don't think it hurts the salmon . It goes'in the river, and therea re thousands and thousands of little fish that eat up a great deal of it.Mr. Htcolv3,-\i'hat kind of fish ere they ?
W1TVtss.-Mainly suckers and such like. As far as its doing any injury to the

fish I don't think that it does any harm, but other matters, such as sawdust, I think,do harm .
1rr. Htcotvs .-llid you ever dredge near a salmon cannery and find any heads or ,putrid matter in the water ?
WITV>ss.-Oh, yes ; I have dipped up salmon heads, 6ute, &o., but if stirred up itall goes in twenyy-four hours. We have a five knot current here, and two tides intwenty-four hours, and a pu re st ream - of cold water coming from the mountains .Mr. Htaïitvs.-Did you ever_g4 upto thehead-waters of the Fraser Iüver at a-timë when fish were dying, and see many ?
WIrNFSS.-Yes ; I-hai•e seen them in thousands, clead and dying, and from the

way in which the heads and tails of the dying ones were worn and bruised it would be
impossible for these fish to get u p or back alive .Mr. Htoetxs.-Then what becomes of them ; do they go to incroase, the ah ,3 adylarge amount of offal in the river below ?-

WIT N 68s,-_Yes ; but they are mostly swept awe.y . I have seen in a fewplaces down he re~-=-in some very thiok-but the current takes them awa, , : I have see nspawning salmon in the Thompson River and other places, and have seen them rooting
up places to spawn, and there is another point about it, I do not think it well for thi scountry to have a•law protecting the trout . For commercial purposes they are no good,and they reallv destroy more -Imon spawn than anything else. They root up the
spawning places and eat the spawn and also the little fish, and,are very destructive .

6



Marine and Fisheries.
Mr. AnMsTaovo.-For what purpose, Mr. Wise, would yr,n require a license tofish-for cai 1t`

lighthouse 1 '
WiTxEss.-There are two points of land at the mouth-it should be from one to thé

other. -
Mr. Wu.uoT .---Then you are under the impression that fishing at the mouth hv ► s

a tendency to drive fish away.
WtTxsss .-Yes, it has a tendenoy . Indians have told me that they have seen fish

WITNESS.-Well, the limit should be as near the mouth as possible .
Mr. WItxoT.-Yes ; but where is the mouth of the river is it four miles from the

destructive place for killing fsh 1
WITaEss.-Yes, it is the worst place.
Mr . AeaisTeoxo.-You might define the mouth of the river as it really is for your

fishing purposes l

--Mc.- Wir tto~r.=Vëiÿ welt ; new i►s to tho--meuth of the river : is it ►iôt the most -

expense .s.
Mr. WIL~toT .--Well, do you think $ 2 too high?
WiTxtss .-Oh, no, $2 is nothing at all .

along the river, but who always depend upon the river=thuq don't farmY ~ p
Air. WiLNOT.=Bnt then do you think that a settler living as you state should pay

as much for his license as another person engaged in cor mere :al tratlïe i
WiT~ess.---I am hardly prepa, ed to answer that. I think in this way : I think

the license fee should be as low as possible, nothing more than enough to defray ti

WiTxH:ss.---Well, I nover followed it up, anyway I didn't get them .
Mr. Wu.~foT .-Are you a farmer, you say the farmersshould not get licenses 1
WtTxa .gs .-But you don't understand this country. There are man le scttled

WtTxr.ss.-Oh, I think if a man wants a license he will tx+ sure to sell his fish toa
cannery. Now, when I was with Ewen we ran to our full caluu~i±~~, and then had tubs
ready and never threw away fish .

Mr . AeaisT ►toxn.-.Well, now, you say every p3rson shoul~f have a license ; wouldthat not tend to decrease the fish 1
WiTVSss .--oh, no ; I think they a re just as plentiful as ever they were, just as

many as long ago. Then you have a check on the fishing, nam~+lti•. the close time .Mr. AsusTno X a .-But you would like to pack up on Siui~jR~- what you catch on
Saturday ?

WtTVFS,a,-Oh, well, it. is necessary W work on Sundays in this country .Mr. A 1018Teovo .-The main point I want to get At is this : You say that thefish that go up never return, and that as long as sufficient numbers get up to spawn insutfi .cient quan tities, it is enough to keep up the supply in the river 1
\~'iT~ess .--I don't think our large spring salmon ever return . They go up 400 or500 miles, and are the best kind to be allowed to breed .
Mr. AR513Tn0\(7.-It is your opinion, then, that if !`i00 boats were fishing there

would he just as many fish as if but fifty boats we re fishing ?
WI T N MSS .--Oh, well, I would hardly sa y that ; of course the more they are fishing

the more fish must be caught, but I do not think any l~arin could be done to the salmon
in the Fraser River. They are just as plentiful now as when I came here in 1862 .

Mr. AnusTuoN c~ .-Théy are just as plentiful now as when only forty or fifty boats
were fishing ?

~~'tTxras.-Yes ; they are just as plentiful, but the spawning beds should bewatched and pro tected.
Mr. ~1~ILNOT.--You xtc.t i that you applied for licenses, and could get none ; whatwas the cause 1 Was it because all the licenses were t+~ken up ?.
WtTxFgs .-I applied to .lir. .1lowat for ten licenses--well, says he, you can't get

them, but put in your application . I waited, but I got no licenses .
Mr. WIL~ioT.-1-iave you ever assignctl any cause why you did not get them 1 Was

it from a personal point, or were all the licenses given out 1

.mng, sa i ng, freezmg, or sending fresh hsh awa '

in other places foroed away from the mouth of our river.



Mr. WILMOT.-Then you think excessive fishing at the mouth drives fish to other
points ?

Wirxxss .--Yes, it drives them away .

3Ir . \\'itMoT.-And this injures the tisheries ?

WtTNess .-Yes, certainly. Those fish would otherwise come into the river.

By 31r. 11'ilmot

Q. Now about the net-~=what cïepth of net do you fish i-A . Well, I think you
should leave the net to the fishermen. There are snags in the river-you cannot fish
very deep nets.

Q . Yes, but what I want to get at is-there is no limitation at present to the depth
of net . Now there aro-umny nets across the river of a certain depth ; does this not act
as awail ? Should not the depth be regulated as well as the length I Do you not think
the depth should be fixed ?- .1 . I am not prepared to st .y-the net should be left to the
fiahermcn .

Q. Then would you give fishermen free liberty to fish with what must practically
be P. barricade to fish ?-- A . Well, but let me tell you the Fraser River is full of snags .
You cannot tish at very deep net, and I have found that most of the fish will strike in
from the middle up . Not one in tell will be caught from the middle down .

Q . Well, but, some are caught-if we regulate a certain depth some would escape .
At pre,tient you sweep everything before you, do you not ?-A . 1\'ell, vcry few fish are
caught. from the middlp of the net clown . I don't care much about the net . I think
the net is a small matte.r-we can catch all the fish we want with fifty mesh nets .

Q. Did I understand you to say that you think the canners have too large a
monopoly of the river i-A . Oh, no, I didn't say that. Oh, no, the canners have got
all the licenses, but I do say that every bond fide British subject should have a license
if lie wants to fish .

Q. Then you think if there were more licenses, issued there would be more settlers
come along the river)-A . Yes ; that would be the result . I say, give licenses to all
who want them-to everybody. Yoû see we have Japs, Chinanen and all sorts of riü=
rati; and what we want is that our own good countrymen living here should ;et licenses
if they want them .

Q. I)o you think it advisable to issue licenses to, say, young men who may fit out a
boat and the" got Chinamen to fish it for them ?-A . Yes ; everyone should have a
license-you can't prevent a man front hiring whom lie likes .

0. And you are under the impression that the offal is not injurious to tish ? A .
No ; it is not injurious to salmon-of course it is injurious to other things .

Q. Yts?-injurious to the farmer and settler along the river?-A . Well, I would
not say to whrnu it is injurious . It is probably more or less injurious co people along
the river ; but it is not injurious, I believe, to the salmon .

Q. You think that there are great numbers of little fish tiu .L eat up the ollal?
What is the size of these fish 1-A. Oh, from half an inch to six and eight inches long .

Q. 1)o you think it possible for these little fish to eat tlie heads of salmon throw n
in the river t-A. Oh, well, you get several hundred hungry little fellows eating at the

you should not, fish, oh ?-A . Well, I think there should be one (lay of re,at ; perhaps it

head of a salmon, and I tell you it soon goes .
-'-- Q. 1)o you think this offal remains at the bottom of the river?-.1. Well, no ; 1

don't think it remains there ; it floats off-tho current takes it away .
Q. Now, how about the Sunday close time?-A . I do not think there should be

any change .
Q . But at present six hours are worked on Sunday ; do you think this should be

contiuued?-A . I think that is all right-I am not so conscientious as all that..
Q . Then there is a portion of Sunday whpn you should fish and a portion when

would be as well to have no fishing on Sunday .
Q. Is there anything further you would like to say ?-A . No ; only to repeat that

our people should be able to get licenses if they want them-that is the great trouble .
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J. BATCHELf;it, of New Wentminster, presented himself before the Commission,and was duly sworn . •
\ti'tTa Ess .-I was connected with the British Cannery last year, and i wish to

make a stats►nent before yàu . We are but of the canning business now, but I cornebefo re you because I tl ►ink it my duty to come and say what I think about these
licenses . Now last year there we re several men came from Newfoundland and we
put thom on the river with other fishermen . They were good fishe, men-they fished for
us and we were perfectly satisfied with them . They refused to go out to work on
Sunday night. The whole reason ^' the desi re for Sunday nigh t tishing_is to get fish
to keep the cannery busy on Monday morning. These men refused to go out on Sunday
night until after midnight . They are good men in every respect and for the last two
or three years ha ve been applying for licenses but could never get them. Now thereare others that we have who go off to Seattle and other places and work in the Statesand yat they can get licenses . This is very hard. These Newfoundlandera are a very
desirable people to get out he re ; they are fine, healthy, strong fellows ; they build
houses and are in every way excellent citizens, and yet they are debarred from getting
licenses .

By .Ilr . Itiyginx
Q. Why did they not get licenses, M r. Batchelor ?-A . Well, I don't know-we

applied for them and tried to help them, but we could get nothing.
Q . Where did they have to apply 9-A. At the Fisheries office here. I may say

that these nien are at the present time ;vorking on the st reets, iic .
By .Ur: 1Vilnn ot :

Q. Then you think it more desirable to hold out inducements to get solid, substr -► -
tial mon to come he re to fish ?--A. Yes ; being ho ► ut fide British subject,4, all should
get licenses . Now, these men can make their own boats and nets and are in every
way entitled to licenses.

Q. And ►io you thinL that fishermen keeping the S3hbath, should be given a

F
reference ?--A. Well, I would not like-to say anything as to that-I merely came
ere to give evidence on behalf of the-se men whom we had found so thoroughly trust-

worthy, and whom I consider very harshly t reated: Fishing and building boats and
nets is their only occupation, and it is very hard indeed to keep them out of licenses.
• Q. Then you think that actual fishermen and l.n ►►8 fids fishermen should get licenses

in preference to all others ?--A. Y es .
Q. . You are quite of the opinion that a g re at many people of that clasa have not

been able to get licenses. I)id you ever hear them express any opinion as to why they
did not go t licenses i-A. Oh, they were not personally objected to. The order came
to allow the old fishormen the li ce nses and that shut out the dthers. I am quite sure
that some of those o1d ones were not entitled to these licenses, but still they got them,
and the good nien we re denied licenses . Now, these men talk of goin g into seal fishing
and other occupations, and it is it shame that such good men should be obliged to go
away.

Q. Then you think people who now get licenses are t ►yinsients-they go away
after 4=A . Well, I don't know exactly enough to say that .

By hfr. Armstrong: -
Q. Who represents the cannery you sold ?-A. The Anglo-American Packing

Company .
Q. But who is in charge of it now.--A. Mr . English is manager .

By Mr. IVilmo l
. Q. Are you of the impression, .llr. Batchelor, that it is iqjurious to have too

mach fishing at the mouth of the river, and that it prevents the entrance of fish into
the river 1-A. Well, Mr. Wihuot, if I was now in the business I_would give
information, but as I am now out of it altogether, I would - rather not give you
information .
- Q. Well, but I think it would not be out of place for you now, as a dieinterested

party, to give us your opinion ?-A . \1'el19I prefer not to say anything now-we are
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out of the business. 31 y only objezt in coming here was for the sake of those people
whom we employed and who I• consider were very harshly treated . I would not care
to speak on any other points, as I now have no connection with the business .

Q. Well, but, Mr. Batchelor, may I put it in this way : Your object is to see
good fishermen coule here-now would it not be equally as well if there is too excessive
fishing in any portion of the river, that ►t might interfere with these men, and why not
give us the beutit of your opinion on this matter ?- A. Well, I would certainly prefer
not spea~ing, however, if I am calleci upon later I shall be glad to say what I think .
About the men of -,vhom I have spoken, I felt it my duty to come and 1•epresont the
great hru•dship under which they liave laboured . They cannot do much other work,
and have been born and bred fisherwen .

Q. Do the canners employ these men ?-- .1 . I am sure they would if they knew
them, but they are not yet well known . Some have been nh•eady engaged-,they are
wholly fishermen and are excellent men .

By Jlr. ~frnnatrony :

Q. Could you see these people and ask them to come hero I Their evidence would
be valunble.-A. Y es, I can I will see theqi . I'll make a point to do so .

By ,11r. ll'il1,1 ot :

Q. llicl these people apply to .11r. \1cNab for licenses last vear ?-A. Yes, they
applied, but they were told they could not get them .

I!y Jfr . Iliyyins :

Q. '"'heré was y our cannery situated ?- A . Just below M •. English's.
Q . But where d id you fish 't At the mouth of the river ?-A . Well, all the way

down, often out in the Gulf .

By dlr. il'ilmo t
Q . 1\'here did you catch the greatest number of fish when you were fishingl-A .. Th rough Canoe Pas; down to the mouth of the river. -
Q. The best fishing then is just at the mouth of the river, is it not ?-A . Well, i t

just depends what kind of run there is . In a goocl run you eall catch just as many
opposite the town here .

Q. What do you think of the regulation of nets t«'ould you advocate restricting
them to a certain depth t-A . Well, it altogether depends on the location in the river .
The most established mode of fishing is, I think, with forty nle'shes extension .Q. What kind had they before t-A. It entirely depends on the channel of the
river, some more, some less. We used thirty, thirty-five and forty .

Q. Would a forty iilesh ne ;, be twenty feet deep when in the water ?-A . A nleâh is
about five inches, and the p:~esent mesh used ir very sui La ble for the fishing. I desireto keep nothing back, but being out of the bu - ,iness now I don't think I should go into
any matters that do not affect me.

By .llr . 11 rnnsü•o» y

Q. How far is Ladners from the mouth cf the river?-A . Well, I think the fi rstbuoy would be the mouth of the river. I Jon't know the distance from Ltidner's . Idon't know how far it is. I suppose about a mile or two. I really don't know.
By .llr. IVilnnot :

Q . What do you think of everyone having a license ?-A . Well, I don't wish to gointo this question .

!3y .l!► : Ifiyyi»a :
Q. What do yoil (10 with your off,ll?-A. We put it in the river.Q. Do you think it hurtful to fish t-A . Oh, no, not at all ; it never hurt the fish .

It is taken right away at once by the tide. We never see the offal washed back. Wedumped tons and tons of it and it all went away.
10
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Q. But does it not leave deposits?-A. Sometimes, but it all goes.- You mustremember we have to drink that water ; it is brackish, but we catch rainw•ator as well, andI can tell you we don't want to hurt the water. Then look at the numbers of clead fishup the river, at Chilliwack, & c . There nre b~reat numbers of them, and they don't seemto hurt the river. The crows and other birds seek after them and eat many of them ,Q. Well, but do these dead fish ever come down the river?-A

. Oh, I supposesome do, but I never took notice of them ; they all seemed to disappear.Q . You think fishing should be confined to British subjects only 1--A . Well, Idon't see how any one else has any right to take fish .
By .1(r. ü'flntot :

Q. What class of people did you generally employ in your factory 1-A . Chinamen,Klootchmen .
Q. Whom ?--A . Indian women and Chinamen, and then the tisheru ien were allkinds ; Greeks, Italians, ,tc., apaut from the whites.
Q. What p roportion of these Greeks, &c., would there be--that is, in proportion tothe whites?-A. Well, it is impossible for me to tell . We have not tin,e to Ixo ther tosee who these people a re .
Q . What number of hands did you employ in your cannery?-A. You will find itall given'in the census returns . I could not say . We might have had 100 Chinamen,and forty or fifty Klootchmen, and about eighteen or twenty boys.

By Mr. 11'il ln ot : .
Q . Do you think twenty boats sufHcient for an ordinary canneryi--A. Rome yearsit is, some years it 1s not,
Q. Then you consider it advisable to decrease the number of boats according to the

season 1-A. N'ell, I would not like to give any opinion on that . .
I do not want to

interfere with anything connected with the fishing business, because we are out of it .I only wanted to speak for the better class of inen . It is not right that these men should
walk about with their hands in their pockets and all sorts of riff raff get licenses .

By Mr. tt rIii3troliy :

Q. Could you get these people here 1 We would like to see those who are repre-sentative men 1-A. I will be glad to make it a]wint to see them and tell them to
come in.

By .11r. ) ►'idnrol :

Q. Well, what do you think of the Sunday fishing? Do you advocate fishing on
Sunday ?-A . Well, I wouldn't say ; I simply say our men would not fish fpr us onSunday .

'I`. W . HERRING, of New Westminster, appeared befo re the Commission au(] p re-sented the following written sta tement, which was ordered to be entered in the record ofproceedings ;-_
" To the Honourable Board of Fishery Commissioners.

"GsxzaxaI s N,-Know•ing that you are now sitting in this city on the FisheriesComtnission, i nay I be allowed, as an old resident and fisherman of British Columbia, to
oti'er a few suggestions which would be nn ;undoubted benefit for the fisheries in . parti-
cular and British Columbia in general .

" 1 . I should su ggest that no discrimination should be shown in the cost of licenses on
the diffe rent rivers of British Columbia, but th oy should be all of a►l,gfiual cost and good
on any river of British Columbia, cost to be determined by the Pl' .~I[éty Commissioners,whether >R8 or $20, and that no license should be granted to any one not born a British
subject. This would keep out Japanese, Chinamen, and other foreigners who are nn
good to the country.

492. 1 would suggest that nets for spring fishing for the first two months in th eyear should be of an uniform depth and of not mo re than fifty meshes.
11
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'*3 . That licenses should be lion-transferable, s several have been issued out of the
li ► uits to parties who are not fishermen, to the dotriment of the fishermen .

"4. That the river should be locked as at present, but that licertse8'should he more
equally divided than at present, consistent with the limitation . Canneries should be
li ►nite:l to fifteen licenses apiece, which with the present canneries on the Fraser River,
twenty-two (22) and two ► uore making application ( 24) would allow 120 or mo re licenses
to be distributed among the fishermen without causing any harm to the cannery people .

" fi . 1 would recommend that fresh hish dealers , salteries and fish-freezing establish-
► uents be limited to five licenses apiece , provided they can show to the satisfaction of
the fisheries inspectqr that they have at least the necessary equipments for salting
not less than 2 00 barrels and that the boat and nets are their individuel property, and
that if they cannot come up to the.se regulations no license should be granted to them .

" 6 . 1 would further say that the-se redulations should apply to all rivers of British
Columbia and that all rivers should be governed by these regulations .

" î . 1 would further sugge~t that the present close season for trout should be re-
versed - that it should open from the lst of October to the Ist of March only, as
out, market, are at that time bare of fish on this coast and trout are only fit for the
► narket then . Also that there should be no limit to the quantity taken, its they are
very destructive to the salmon spawn .

(Sgd.) "T. W. Iït ;1.I :iNG .
'° NEW \1'EST M I\ST6R, l9th February, 1892 . "

The above communication was read by the secretary previous to its being ordered
to be entered in the record.

M r. IiF:nnI N o .was duly sworn .

BJ .llr. lliyyixs :

. Q . We will be glad if you will just ans %% er it few questions that w ill be put to you .
C1n a mail under the present regulations by any species of subterfuge or underhand
work, hold more th an one license? Can it becloue I-A. No, sir . I do not think it can
be done . Any mail getting one license, he could not do so without violating the law,
except he got more than one license .

Q . Iiow could he get more than one ?-A . Well, the canner,y people might number
the boats in duplicate and so give a man more than one. It . has been clone under the
present system .

Q. Why is there no check upon these people ? Are the licenses not stamped ?--A .
No, they are not stamped . A counterfoil is kept by the fisheriee inspector .

From 12 o'clock tiatulYlay till 12 o'clock Sunday night? I think it very good-I will be •
willing to abide by that regulation .

Q. You say in your paper that nets should he of an uniform depth of fifty meshes,
for the first two months of the year, why do you say that?-A_ Ileeause we are fishing
in tidal water and the water conies ver ~ slack . Some parties use nets of from fifty to
seventy meshes, because they find it ac~visahle to use the ►u--they use these nets below
the city ; from here down to the Gulf, sixty and seventy meshes are used and more fish
can be caught, and they can double and treble us in one week this way . _ Thet•e is a
decided opinion among.st the fishelTnen that they should use any kind of net with
which they can catch fish

. Q. What do you think of fishing outside the mouth of the river Y Do you think it •
injures the runs of fish in the i•iver?--A. Well, I could not say . I would not think it
injurious in a big . ar ; it might be in a bad year. T.here are so many fish the can-
neries get swa►npe~w with fish, and men get sahmn they cannot handle . One throw of
the net fiCa the boats and then they go to the cannery. I have known a boat to be
fillecl at 9 a.m., 'and as the Indians are paid wages they don't bother to do any more that
morning, and often wait until 2 or 3 o'clock before taking them to the cannery.

Q. Then in it short season it would be injurious to fish outside 1--A . In a short
year the nets are constantly working and it would be injmious .

Q . %V bat cIo you think of the practice of having Sunday as a chose time ?-A .
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By 3fr. Arntstroxg :

Q. And the majority of yeicrs are short 2-A. Well, we have different years-next
year is expected to be a b ig year.

By Mr. iVilnsot :
Q. What was'891-A . '89 was the big year, '90 the next and in '91 the fish were

just double what they were the fourth year before.

, By Mr. dri nstrong :
Q. Now, if this year's catch is double what it was four years ago, you will consider

that the fish are increasing, will you not9--A. If the fi sh are double what they were
four years ago I will believe the hatcheries are doing great good

By Mr. Wilntol :
Q. You N : 1- ^ willing to go in for more of them then, will you 1-- A . Y es ; it will

be sufficient prooi of their effectiveness.

By 3fr. Iligyins :

Q• What are you now 9 Do you work for a cannery 9-A . I am a fisherman now.
Q. As to this oti'al that goes into the river, do you know anything about it 9-A .

Yes, I know something about it .
Q. What is its eflèct on fishing ?-A . I think at the mouth of the river its effect is

very bad . Down there it floats down .nd lines the banks and gets foul of tho nets-
heads and guts, &c. It destroys the nets more than salmon do and makes the river
water filthy--not fit for use unless cooked-if you were to drink it in the eamiery
'season it would make you sick . We used to cook it like tea in order to drink it .

Q . Is it not a fact that many fish die up the river 9 They becomn offal then too, do
they not 9-A . Yes, but I have never seen many of them, they , ;o to pieces. There was
a time before the hot springs on the Harrison River were closed the fish would come up
and leap and jump into the- air and fall dead. There were hun(jesis and hundreds of
them and we used to fish there and often picked them up half cooked-after death they
were just as good as if they had been caught in the nets .

By Mr. 1Vihnot :

Q. Did you work in a cannery. 9-A. Yes.
Q. What was the average size of the fish caught 9-A . Some were about 7 pounds

and some about 9 pounds.
Q. All through they would average about 8 pounds, then 9-A . Yes, about that.
Q. How many fish are taken to make an ordinary can 1-A. Well, nine fish go to

a case, with this average it would be five and t•hreé-eighths cans to a fish . You see there
is the head off a-.1 the ruts out and the tail off. Sometimes they used to use the tail part .
A machine cuts the fish into parts to fit the caus, but in good years the part near the
tail all goes as offal .

By Jlr. ltiggins :

Q. How long does it take befcro this -)@nl disappears 1-A . Well, offal is some-
thing like a body that goes in the river-it t:i`kes so many days before it disappears.
Some time ago the cannerymen used to make rribs to keep this oflài in, but now it goes
to the bottom and rises after a time when tiw blodders burst• .

Q. Well, flow, is it a fact that other fi=.h oat this offa11-A. Oh, yes ; thousands of
them ; suckers and sturgeon are feeding on it Kll the titno . It is great fun fishing for
sturgeon ; they come to eat the offal, and at Bwen's cannery we have often had great
sport fishing for them.

By Mr. ii'ilntot :

Q. You state in your paper that fifteen licenses are sufllcient for a cannery 4-A .
Yeà, sir .

13
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Q. What do you mean-that they can carry on a fair business with that number ?-A. Yes ; they can p -utect themselves . They can carry on business with fifteenlicensts ; they will l;et aa many fish as if they had twenty.
Q. Then, if they had forty licenses it would but prevent the sale of a large quantityof fish fro m outsider --- to them 1-:A . If they were allowed forty licenses, or even twenty-five, i n a good year it would run them to their full capacity . Now, for instaace, when the

limitation was made and 350 licenses were given to canners, that was a good year, andMr. Ewen was a llowed twenty lwats of his owu . He was scared lie would not getenough fish, and lie had t wenty-t«•o outside boats-I was one of them myself-and the
contract was that lie Nvas to take each and every good fish put on his wharf, and whenthe tish ran thick lie could not take them, and so lie had to lay up his own boats, andlie even went so far as to threaten all of us that the canner- would be . ruined and rundo w n, and lie tried to stop us i-ii ► fi qhi ►ig.

Then the twenty boats of his ow n would have been quite su$lcient?--A . Yes ;but lie. .vas trying to m, ► ke too snr.+ ; the twenty would have been q i ► ite enough, but liewanted fish from outsiders too.
Q. 'fhen you think t w enty boats would be qaite enough for any cannery ?-A . Yes.Q . Well now, w hen they get such large quantities of fish what do they do with

them I-A. Well, if they have outsiders ►nore than they can cont ro l, they haul ofl'theirown boats .
Q . When they get more fish than they Nv ant, do they ever th row them away ?-A .Well, not now. I have knoe•n it to be done though ; scow loads at a time weredun .pedoverboard ; these were caught, and when brought to the cannery it was found to be

shut down until they were ready to go on .
Q. You don't know of that being clone of l ate yea ►s?-A. No, not now ; theywithd ►aw their own boats . .
Q . When fish are very plentiful do they make the same number of cans out of onefish ?-A . Oh, well, they cannot help themselves ; the knives cut all alike.Q . But could it not be done?-=A. No.
Q. Well, but when the fish are coming in very plentiful is it not probable theywould cut off more of the head and tail than when fisli are scarce 1-A. No ; they don'tdo that : the fish are always cut the saine way .

By Mr. Armstrong :
Q . But you have said al ready that in a plentiful year three inches of the tail isthrown away ?-A. Y es, that is true, the last piece goes off instead of into the can .

I1y Mr. i{'ilniot :
Q. And in small years this would be use d up ?--A. Yes. Now I will give you aninstance . Just, imagine a boat to bring ;n ',000 fish-- one boat for one shift-aboutthree hauls of the net . I was afraid I was goi ng to be cut off and fished for five -hours . I took 1,014 fish and delivèred them to the cannery .
Q. But if all others were catching fish in the sanie proportion would it not over-st ticklhe cannery ?-A. 7h, yes, certainly, but then they shut down and limited us .Q. What did you do,with the fish that were not t.nken?-A . Oh, they took all thefish w e caught that day . .
Q. 11'hat did you get for the fish I-A . Tell cents each .Q . What year was that ?--A. Tho year before last--the first year the limit was on-1889, 1 think .
Q. Yes : that would be 1889 . What was the price of fish this last year?-A .The re was a diflèrence . Mr . Ewen paid 20 cents, others paH 1 2j .Q. What made the dit%rence ?-A. Well, when the ayn;licate was formed on theFraser River, lie had arrangements ►nade with il:am tha t they were to get his pack forthre e year:, and the canneries they bought out-t'. ►b p roprietors of these car.neries- .thev were to run them the same as before, with a certain inte re st in the cannery, orsold out entirely, with the agreement that they we re not to build any more - cannerieson the Fraser River in three years, and outsiders who didn't come into this arrange.ment-M r. Ewen, lie reserved his own cannery, but all the rest were included-well,

14
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I can't say for M r. Todd, he was, I think, outside of it. It was a special arrangement,but it did not work somehow or other ; and Mr. Ewen, ho had aold 44,000 cases ofsalmon before the fishing started, and I suppose lie knew•his own business and under-stood the capacity of his cannery, s►ml of course lie paid for fish according ly .Q . I notice you say in your u;emorandum that all the licenses s ;wuld be the saniecost . Some, then, are different 1-A. Yes ; on the Fraser River it is $20, and on theSkeena it '8 0 .

Q. Are the sanie cannervn►en engaged on the Skeena as on the Fraser 1--~1 . Yes, sir ; and why shouhi we not be allowed to fish on the Skeena as wellas cannerymen . We are excluded . '11
' Q. Bu t do you mean to say that if any manon the Skeenn wants to get a licensehe cannot do so if ho pays the :?:ï1-A, No, Sir ; but I contend we have just asmuch right to fish the re as cnnnerymen, if we like. Now, last year I wanted to fish onthe Skeena for salting purposes, and made application . 1 got a reply on the 15thJuly, refusing, after all the fishing was over . Now, my brother fishes on the Skeena,

and he tells ►ne that out of 100 lièenses the re only forty were taken up by actualfishermen . The canneryme ►i put in Indian naines and got these licenscs besides theirown .
Q . In ôthet• words the canners got all the li ce nses 1---A . Yes, sir, virtually theydid .
Q. What do you mean by the river being locked 1 - I don't quite .u ►derstand that .-A . Why, the p►rsent system of limitation of licenses .
CHAte M ,t N: Oh, yes ; I see . Well, now have you anything further to tell us 1-A•No, sir ; I think I have gone over all the points on which I wished to speak .

JOHN E. LORI), of New Westminster, after being duly sworn, presented the fol-
lowing written statement which was ►rad and ordered to be entered in the record ofprcceedinas

"( Undated.)
"StHs,-The cannPrs, fishermen, and those interested in the fishing industry can-

nppreciate the action of the department in sending a Commission to inquire into tite,
wants of the fishermen, and if possible to meet their views so as make the industry a
success. The men who fora the body of fishermen are, with few exceptions, not a class
to be recommended, being constituted of every nation, creed and character . Under the
present licenso law these men get licenses, while men from the Eastern Provinces, New-
foundland and Scotland are prohihited-tllese men being born fishermen and coming to
the country hoping to follow their occupation are disappointed and are forced to tur n
thair hand to some other occupation for .a living and t !~ 4 r services are lostto the develop-
ment of the fisi ►iiw industry. On this account., if . . ., ather, the li -tit should be takenfrom licenses ; any British subject being a fisherman and intendi► . g to fish, on making
application should obtain a license, the pric o to be not more than $5, and for the year.For the p rotection of the salmon, the close time f rom Saturday at 6 a .m, to Sunday at6 p.m., is sufficient for all purposes . The present size of nets are well suited for their
purpose . `fhero should be no embargo on the taking of salmon trout or steel-heads,
lake or river t rout in the season ; nunlbers now being taken against the law, few more
wduld be taken if the law allowed . They are very nume rous and the mostdeadly enemy
of thu salmon fry, in fact their taking should be encouraged and so increase the run of
salmon. As regards offal from canneries, when we consider the great amount of salmon
which die and put rify on all the st re ams running into the Fraser River away to the foot
of the Rocky Mountains, the cannery o ffa l is as a drop in the bucket, in fact the ldrge
portion of ofinl consumed by the largo and small fish, and only that duinped in still and
shallow water can be counted injurious to health and very slightly ur ► ouF to the sal-mon . Sawdust and other offal is far more injurious and should be prohibited being
put in the river.
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"The lfatchery .-The present site is not the best. Harrison Lake is preferable fo r

all purposes. The time for taking ova is too late . Ova has been taken from the salmon
after the canners refused to can them . The first run is best and strongest. Spring
salmon should be propagated as they are the most marketable and no attempt has been
made to propagate thetn .

"Canneries should have ten licenses each, and then only those in full operation .
Markets, five licenses ; freezers, five licenses. They all should depend more on the
6shermen."

(Not signed. )

Mr. Lon).-Gentlemen, I speak in this manner bècause I believe it for the benefit of
the river, and if we ever want to build up British Columbia with a clam of good fisher-
nien like we have where I came from .- belong to Halifax, N.S .-we should give
licenses only to bomt f,cle British subjects, men who would mak© homes and live here,
and help build up the country. The present licensees are mostly foreigners and
strangers who come from a distance, but have their naiaes first on the list, and they go
away and do no good for the country .

. By Mr. drnus trong :
Q. But how do these people get these licenses 4---:1 . Oh, well, don't ask me that ;I don 't know, but somehow the inspector we had-he that is clead and gone, lie was too

eager to please and to make things easy for all, and first come was first served . Now,
the great trouble has bee n that the canners have ondeavoured to gain complete controlof the river. Last vear they were working to get Japs here and settle them, and our
own people would Ge tlone out of al! work in connection with the salmon fisheries . -, ,

By Jfr. 1{'iluto t
Q. Do I w i deisfand yo,.• don't limit the number c° licenses beyond one to the

ordinary fishermen I For h , tance, these n ien who are coming here to settle ; is onelicense sufficient for them 9-A . When the canneries are working the whole of the fish
is given to the canners, and they could always get a sufficient supply of fish from out-
side fisheiTnen who would sell the fish, and one license would be amplr.

13y Jlr. lliyyins :
Q. This traffic in licenses strikes me as a very serious thing 1--A . Yes, it, is, and

something shôuld be done . Now, it is this way : Many men succeed in getting licenses,
and then they go and sell them to the highest bidder.

By Jfr. Wilmo t
Q. Then you consider that licenses should not be granted to any one except Londfide British subjects intending to fish I-A. Yes ; onl y those intending to fish .
Q. Well, now, there is another class-the small farmer who gets a license for $21

-A. I have no objectioü to any settler getting a license in that manner, but if he goes
into traffic and sells to others, lie should be on the , same footing as all fishermen ; butevery resident fishermen and British subject should get a license, if be requires"one.Q . Now, as regards the canners, would you limit the number of cannerie l 1-A .- No ; let there be no limit ; th row it open to all." The market will regulate the matter.Now, there will be a cou ple of new canneries put up this year, and I think none of them
should be granted more than ten licenses . a

Q. And if they wanted more fish, they should buy them from the fishermen, yo uthink 1-A. Yes, they should-the fishermen can sell tono one else-they must look tothe canners for ev►les.
Q. And the people employed in the canneries-they are not our own people-not

resident citizens 1-A. Not one of them, they are all Japs, Chinamen, Khiotchies,
9iwashes, hc.

If y Jfr. d rinatrong :
Q. But they could not afford to em p loy white men in this work.-A. Yes, sir, theycould-I will tell you-in about six weeks they do all their work . Now, what would be
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a month's extra flay to men 1i~ e the canners I They pay $1 a clay to the Indian womenand $?, say, to th.e white boys . The extra money for good white men would be a small
affair to men ►na!;ing their thousands like the canners do.

Q. But do you know the cost of putting up a case of salmon t -A. About ?_'.50 forone case.
.llr. Aa m s•rttoxn. ._.I think it take.s 84 nearly .

fly .Ur. 11'ibmot : ,

Q. Have you been in the caw► ing ' business?--A . No, I ha ve not . I am a fi shermen .Mr . Httaat xs-oh, well, we can still take evidence f rom you as to the cannerywork.-A . Well, I cannrt speak with much authority on that.
Mr. Aeusrxo N r. .=-I don't think your suggestion as to breeding the spring sa lmonis it good idea.
Mr. W ► L>►oT.-11'ell, I may say that when wci fi rst started breeding sahnon here

we thought of takin g up the spring fish, but the cannera and others said that the other
fish was the most clcisirable .

Mr. Htc►ass.-Yes, I may say that Jlr. Wood at my table to .i ;►y said that in
England the dernand was for the red fish and that the spring salm 4n would not takain the English market . .

Mr. 11' ► L> ► oT.-les, that is a remarkable fact . I know, when there at the Inter-
national Fisheries Exhibition, Atlantic salmon of a light colour was not thought any-thing of.

\1r. Losu.-\ow, in regard to the hatchery they established he re-it might just
as well work all the veur round as not .

Mr. W lLxOT.-Well, I may say on that point I have recommended for some time
that we should catch the early run of fish and impound them until ripe, but somehow
this view has not prevailed . Now you have spoken of another fish-the steel-hend-is
it a salmon ?-A . It is a salmon very much like the Labrador salmon and the greatest
enemy of the commercial salmon. But I do beg of you that you will let us catch tho
trout . They are only brought in in the winter season, but then it is against the la w .

Jir. 1VtLM oT.-Our experience in eastern w aters shows that by so much killing of
the better kind of fish has resulted in the lower kinds inc reasing and becoming more
numerous .

Mr. Loxu.=\ow another point=l do think the licensex should run for the whole
year.

By Jlr. iYibnot :
Q. Well, that would not rebult in so much danger he re as in the east•.-A. It would

not interfere with the spawning of the salmon, because at other times than the canne ry
fi shing time we would have to go down to the mouth of the river to catch our fish, and
we would not p re vent the spawning.

Q. This t rout you .speak of-what is it liko?-A. Oh, a big fish, often as heav) as
thirty pounds, and very much like the Scotch and Labrador salmon .

Q. Have you anything you wish to say further 9-A. No, I think I basa exhausted
my remarks . '

The Commission adjourned at .5 .45 p.m. to meet again at 7.30 p .m .

19th February, 1892 .

The Commission assembled at 7 .4 5, and at once proceeded to business.
Present :Mr . S . 1Vilmot, in the chair ; Mr. Higgins, Mr. Armst rong, and .llr .

Sec reta ry W inter.
WILLIAM COSTIGA\, of vew• Westminstér,presen" himself and was duly

sworn.
By .llr. TVQrnol :

Q. Now, do you desire to give a statement of your views direct 1-A. As far as I
can .
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Q. Yes, well, inuke them as concise as possible .-A. I wanted to cxiy that I have

been fc l rr or five years he re tishing on the ri ver. I applied for a license on and off, but
rould not gct one .

By .?/r.

1 j. To w hom did you apply 1-A . To the fisheries inspector .

By .I/r. Il'il mu,l

Q. W+rs any reasc it given 1-A. No : except that the number of licenses to be
issu .-cl harl Ix•cu granted . Then I see men--not fishermen--on the river who get
licenses wrd w lin sell thzrn to other people for Q50 . They didn't fish these la.st t w o
yeais to my knnx•Icdge .

Q. Well, w hat next, s ir?-- :1 . Well . I rlon't know of anything else-I can't get a
license,`nnd I want one.

1{,~ .1lr. Iliy;{ir+ :r : -

Q . Do you kno w w ho sold these licenses ?--A nrnn nnnred Itoss got a license fiom
another m at i and paid $50 for it .

Q. And did lie fish under that uran's name Y--A . lie fished under that man's nan .e
-he had his h o .1t . Uraut, the tuait whr had charge of the river, sold his license to
another here .

Q . To who i u ?--A. To Peter Nelson . - -

By .ttr. ' f rinxh•orrg :

Q. Who (lid you say was the fi i s t man Who got the license 1-A. 11'ell, Ross got
the license froin another miu l .

Q. Could you get him and bring him here 1-A . I could let hiru know .

By .1/r. lPilnro! :

Q . Have you anything further 1---A . No, sir, I have nuthing further to say
.Q. You follow the occupation of fishing, you say- if you don't get a license, what

then ?---A . I fish for the cannerymen--I have fished all my lifetime, p re tty near.
t1 . I)u you consider the value of a license at 4?0 is excessive 1-A. I do.
Q. Do you consider the value of licenses now granted the canners excessive forthem ?---A . It is according to circumstances . I don't say it is too much for them, but

it is for an ordinar y fisherman . -
Q. Do you .think, in the occupation you wish to enter, that one license is suHicient 1-

-A. Yes ; one license is sufficient .
Q. You have had something to do with the canneries-now the cannery youworked for would have how many licenses 1 I)o you know 1-A . Forty .
Q . What cannery was that ?-A . Ewen's-he had two canneries .
Q . Were bo th running 1-A.' I don't know-I didn't fish alongsidé the cannery .
Q. How did they get forty licenses?-A. They had two establishments.
Q. Do you know the limit for the canneries?-A . Twenty boats last year.
Q. Are twenty Iroats sufficient for a cannery 1-A . It is all accordingto thecalxwity

of the cannery.
Q. Well, but take the ordinary cannery-are twen ty sufficient 1-A . No ; not inproportion . It should be according to the capacity of the cannery .
Q. But Suppose a mail can fish twice as well as you can and lie gets twice as manylicenses as you 1-A,. But lie cannot fish with two licenses .
Q. I)o you see much offal thrown into the river?-A . Well, I don't have much

chance to see-I, just catch the fish and put them in the ' scow .
Q . You have never fished unaer a license at all ?-A . Yes, last year l did, but itit was another man's license. -
Q. Did you buy it then 9-A . No ; we fished on shares .
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Q. What probable number of tish did you catch with t h~l.500 at ono licenso 1-A . About-
Q. Were the tish taken from you regularly by the cannery ?-A. l'es, regularly,only two days we werelimited to catch only so tnany.
Q. Are you in the habit of taking the fish directly to the c,innery?-A. Generallywe go fishing in the morninand often wldg ou not get in till uight,Q. Were you at any time re fused the tish you brought?-A. Not last summer.Q. Y ou have been previously 1--A . Yes.
Q. What was done with those refused t-A . They were salted .Q. Thny were not thrown away 1-A . I dont know, I never saw any .Q . ► iave you any further remarks to lay before us ?-A . No, sir.

PETER NEI:SO X , of New Westminster, appeared and was duly sworn .
By 1fr: Jli;,qins :

Q. You have bec6 rep resented as 1e ing a man who bought a license ; have you itwith vou 1-A . \o, sir; hut I have a re~~eipt .
Q . Will you let nie see it ?--,1 . Ye.;~ sir. (Ifands Uo Mt . Hi 1,19ins receipt as fu)lows) ;

"April 18th, 1891 .
"Iteceived fro m 3 Ir . Peter Nelson the sum of $30 for one boat and use of license" No. 18 for the ter►n of one year.

. (Signed) "JouN' wA(i\E@ ."
By Mr. lligyirta :

Q. Who is Wagner ?-A . :1 fishernran fishing on the rie - er.
By Mr. wihno f

Q. Did you apply for a license 1-A. I did, and didn't get one.
Q. What was the reason 1--A. I don't know except that all were given out .Q. Did you fish under the name of John Wagner ?-A . Yes, sir.

By Mr . Higqins :

Q. Y ou were Johu Wagner for this season ?---A . Yes.
By Mr. If'ilmol :

Q. Your boat was No. 18 and you passed for No. 18 alsoI-A . Yes, sir.Q. Is this practice generally pursued 1-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were you awa re you were doing some:iring wrong?-A. Noit was : , sir ; I didn't thin k
Q. What number of fish did you catch with this license 1-A . 'fhree thousand .Q. Sockeyes? All of themt-A. All sockeyes .
Q . What establishment did you sell tot--A. I sold ► ny tish to 1Ir . EAeu .Q. Was the re any ► ay that you caught these fish that the cannery could not take

them ?-A . Yes ; two days.
Q. What did you do w ith the fish not taken?-A . I didn't catch more •Bsh. Itook in n►y fish caught in the morning and they told me not to bring any ► no re. Icaught 40 more, but these I$old fresh myself .
Q. The Hsh you caught and kept yourrself-where did you rlean th

)wnk of the river. 11
Q. Where did you leave the offal t-A . On the bank .
Q. Have you'any id"of injurious effects being derived from offnl t-A . I have seen

it thrown into the river, but I don't know of any serious efPects . I ;have caught refuse
in my nets when fishing. -

10c-2j
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Q. What etiéct has that?-A. I lost the net.
Q. Do you think throwing offal into the river is injurious to the fish 7-A . Yes ; I

think it prevents fish coining into the river. -
Q. You say also it spoils your net 7-A . Yes, sir.
Q. Why do you say it prevents fish from coming in ?-A . There is a bad smell, and

it keeps them f rom coming in.
Q . Then you think there are two causes for injury-one stopping the fish from

coming in, and the other the injury to your nets'?-A . Yes .
Q. What is the usual size of fish you catch ?-A. As srnall as four or five pounds .
Q. What size mesh do you use ?-A . A six-inch mésh.
Q . How many nieshes deep was your net ?-A. Forty meshes.
Q . Could you fish satisfactorily with a less depth of meshed nets 7-A . Yes, sir ; I

could fish in the channels.
Q . In what portion of the net when you take it up do you find the greatest num-

ber of fish ?-A . Oh, they are most all over.
Q . As many at the bottom as the top 7-A . Yes, sir .
Q . Can you recollect what number you may have taken in one day ?-A . I have

taken 1,100 in one day .
Q. In what time of the year would this be?-A . In July .

By Mr. Hiygins r
. Q. You say that throwing offal in the river ]irevents fish from entering the river

-flow do you account for the last few years 7 Thére have been several heavy runs?-A .
I don' t know, sir ; I can't tell .

Q. Have you any idea as to it ?-A. Well, some people give credit to the hatchery .
Q. Do you think throwing offül into the river caused the big run?-(l,aughter .)-

- A . Oh, no ; it wa, n't that.

Ry Mn T4iln+ot :

Q. About the hatchery-do ypu believe that yourself, or did you hear it ?-A. I
henrd it .

Q . Then you still say that you know there were other licenses disposed of as this
was- to you-do you know of any namcs?-A . Yes, sir ; I can give one-=Capt. Grant,
the fishery officer .

Q. He sold a license 7-A. Yes, sir .
Q. In your fishing did you fish principally down at the mouth of the river?-A .

Yes, sir.
Q . Are more fish caught at the mouth than elsewhere ?-A . Yes, sir .
Q. What do you call the mouth of the river-is it out two or three miles front the .

lighthouse?-A. No ; front the second red buoy .
Q . Do you think the fishing is too excessive at the mouth of the river for th e

benefit of the fishing above?-A . Well, plenty are sure to get up.
Q. They are more easily caught at the mouth, are they not? Why is this?-A.

It i ito th d s easer get em, an it is nearer to the canneries .
Q. Is one-third of the channel kept open ?---A . I don't know.

By dfr. Arnis6'rovig :
Q. You say Capt. Grant sold his license ; to whom did lie sell ?-A. To me and

John Wagner. Wagner had the license and told me he would sell it to some Qne fo r$50. Thus we had to pay Capt. (Irant $80.
Q. But I don't understand ; who had the license ?

By Mr. 1Vilnwt :

Q. But let us understand this . Was the license issued by the inspector of fisheriesto Capt . Grant ?-A. Yes, sir ; we took it together and fished, and paid Grant $50 .
By Mr. Hiygins :

Q. Is this man here-here in the room ?-A. (After surveying thé parties present.yNo, air ; he is not here.
GV
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By Jrr. 1Pit,uer :

Q. Then do I undei:atand that Grant gave a license to Wagner and W ngno r soldone-half interest in it to you.-A. Yes, sir ; that is it .
Ily J1r. Arî?iah-an,q :

Q. Do you knoH "where Wagner is ?--A. I think lie is in tov; u.Q. Will vol, ;;et huit and bring him in tn-morroâ 1=A . Yes, sir.Mr. WlrstoT--.1't•ry well ; that will (1 u, sir, if you have n )thinK further te reu lnrk .

KisK.ONI, it native of Finlnnd, a fisherman and resident of New Westaninster, was
duly swurn . •

- Ily .1lr. Wilnw„t :
Q. Well, what is your complaint ?---A . I have this complaint to make : that T have

been in this country four years, and have been Èrying to get a license to fish here, but
could not get it .

Q. What is your uatiunality?--- A . I nm aSwedish Film :

/ly .Ur. fliyyina :

r~• Are you a British subject ?-A . Yes, sir, i niu . I took the oath here in West-
minhter.

- By .lrr. Wiruiot :

Q. Have you a license of your own ?-A . No ; 1 could not get one .
Q. How did you fish, then ?-A . I had to go to it cannery and get the pri vilege offishing with a boat of theirs.
Q. I Iad you to pay anything for it ?--A . I will tell you-the price of fi sh was 20cent,a. but the cannery only paid 10 cents .
Q. Was that all the season through 1-A. That was in the sockeye run .
Q . Then the canneryman sold you a license lie had for 10 cents on each fish 't-A .Yes ; I got about 3,400 fish, and, of course, that, gave to the cannery $340 for the

license and boat Chat were not worth $100 .
Q. Is this sort of traffic carried on with other fishermen ?-A . Yes, with most of

us . We were fishing for Mr. Ewen. He gave time highest prices. Others were g;vingbut 61 cents, and keeping 131 on each fish. The reason of that is many cannerymt : :
largely employ Japs . We have heard they are going to import many hundreds of them .

Q. But Japanese get less wages, don't they i-A . Yes ; I know that for sure.
Q. Whei•e did you fish ?-A. Down at the mouth of the river.
Q. Why did you go there ?-A . Because it is t1i e easiest place to fish . Y ou always

have a good wind to sail up with, and the rîsh come in with the tide .
By :Ilr. Armstrong : . '

Q. Who were you fishing for ?-A . For Mr. Ewen .
Q. Well, was this 20 cents an universal price during the sockeye run ?-A . No, it

was not an universal price . Only two men on the river paid 20 cents ; the rest, I be-
liéve, were paying 12j cents to outsiders . -

By 31r. N'i/rn o t

Q . How many meshes deep was your net ?-A. Thirty meshes ; that is the shal-
lowest net on the river, generally .

Q. In your experience of fishing do you think that a 30 mesh depth of net is suffi-
cient for ordinary fishing ?-A . No, I don't say it is. It is better for the tide flats at
the mouth of the river.

Q. And a deeper net further up the river?-A. Yes ; and even in the channe l
down at the mouth. -
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Q. Would it, in your opinion, seriously hurt tha fishing if 30 tuesh nets were
established altogether?----A . Yes ; for in spring tishing you want deep nets-you want
tqr to 50 uteslt nets. P

Q. And fish are taken in the lower part of the net its well as the upper?-A. Yes ;
especially in spring .

Q . Then, its there may be on some occasion s, six, seven or nine boats going down
the river, the 1 .50 fathom nets would form a sort of continuous fence ac iross the river?
---A . Ye .. ; but they are generally drifting with the tide . Yes, it would form a kind
of fence

. Q. You think one license would be. sufficient for the ordinary fisherman to carry on
his work ?-A . Yes, 'I do.

Q . What else do you do here '1-A . f n the w inter time I do any kind of job I can get.
Q . What are you doing nuw?--A. I am doing nothing now--I am waitiiig'for the

ti .hing to cotnmeucc, .
Q . What induced you to coule here---to settle, in- was it the tisheries?--A . Yes ; it

was the fisheries . I w as in the F~►stern S tates first, in Massachusetts, and I got a Gov-
ernment pamphlet about British Columbia and I thought I would come out and try and
d o fishing.

Q. Have you ever got it licer .e '• :1 . \o.
Q . Have you applied t--- .A . N .,, . wi it , T didn't get one.

By Mr. Higgins :

Q. 1)o you know of any licenses being suld besides those mentiotted to•night?-A .
I believe it is a comnwn ha b it .

By Mr . Armstrong :
Q . Can you give us the nnntas of any petxans you know of ?-A . I could give names

of persons who get licenses but do not fish them - they give thew out and get one-third
of the profits .

Q . (3ive us the namea?-A . Ur. John Ross got one.
Q . Do you know where he is now ?--_A . I saw hi m in town yesterday-I think he

is living down at the cannery, but I am not sure .
~ Q . Do you kno w of any otlter?--A . No, but Mr. Muun here might ho able to tell

you .
Q . Oh, yes, bit we want what you kno w --we will hear from him by and by .

By Mr. b'iggins :
Q. How long did you' say you have been a British subject ?--A . I got my papet•s

in the month of June ot July last year.
Q . What we re your reasons for becon t , t British subject?-A. Well, I intended

stxyiug in the country and of course it is no use unless you belong to i t-one must
become a I tritish subjecL to get the Gttll advantages of citizenship .

Q . Dc you think you have got the advantages ? . -A. No, sir, I have not indeed .
By Mr . 1Vi tmot :

Q. You say you had to pay , 10 cents to the cannery for the privilege of fishing, or
about ,83001-A . Yes, sir.

Q. Do the canners furnish you with hoats and nets?-A . Yes, sir, they do.
By Mr. Higgins :

Q. You say you have not receive d the full benefits of being a British subject. What
do you think you ought to get-a license, for instance?-- A . Yes, I should have got. one .
I don't think the canneries should get any licenses at all . -

Q . But why not ?-A. Oh, they a re not fishermen, they are simply dealers. •
By Mr . Armstrong :

Q. What is the cost of a boat and uet?-A . Well, the boat and outfit will cost
about $140 .
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Q. But do not fishermen sometimes lose their nets 1--A . Yes.
Q. And then you have to find anothert- A . No, sir, the cauneryinen would giveme another.
Mr. \VIL)IOT.-Well, sir, have you anything further to say 1---A. No, I think not,except that I wish to get a license .

BENJAMIN JIA1)ISON, of New Westminster, presented himself and was duly
sworn .

Mr. \1'ILMoT.--Have you any distinct statement to ❑ uake 1---A . \1'ell I want a
license, that's all. '

Mr. Hicllis.-But we have no power to give you it license.--A. Well, I willgo away then .

By i4fr•. ü'ilmot :
Q. Are you under the same circ,umstances as the last mail who gave evidence?-

A. \1-~;1, no. I want it license and want to get one. I applied, but could net get one.Q. What was the reason-wore all taken up ?-A . No, sir. I sent in my applica-
tion and Mr . :liowat told nle before he died that there were none .

Q . You have fished every year 1 flow did you fish 1-A . I fished by the season for
different canneries, mostly with my own gear and sometimes with cannery gear .Q . Then the cannery gave you boat and net 1--A . Yes, I fished for thenl and I got
one-third share .

Q . Thon the system pursued by canners was to divide it into three shares 1- :1 . Yes .
Q . How many fish did you catch 1-Oh, I could not tell you-sometimes tell, some-

tinies twenty, sornetimes more .
Q. But the average the season through 1---A. \1'ell, sometimes tell to twenty and

sometimes more.
Mr. Hlcm .-is. --llo you think, Mr. Chairman, we should go on with this man's

evidence ; I do not .
IN! r. \V ILMOT. --NO.
A. t)h, sir, I don't menu snything : I just want, a licen=.e, that's all .

,IOHN MeLASIILAI', a native of Scotland, now a resident of New \1'estuninster,
was cluly swol•n. -

By 3fr. Ti'ilmot :
Q. Well, sir, will you please state what you desire to say.-A. Well, I have been

in this country for the last three years and a half and have always applied for licenses,
but could not get one. _

Q. 11'hat w as the reason, were you told 1-A. Yes, last year I got a line front Mr.
Mowat and lie toid me that they were given to more deserving persons. Before we left
home a Government officer told us we clid not need' any licenses here and when we
came out we found it different.

Q . What have you been doinr since coming herel-Oh, anything I could get . I
have been working on the Government wharf and have been working for the cannery
as a net-man by day's work .

Q. Are there many white people engaged in the cannery besidesyourself 1-A. No,
sir, only the foreman in the cannery and the one who looks after the retorts and another
looks after the women, and another-perhaps ten white men altogether .

Q. What are the rest 1- A. Chinamen and Klootchmen .
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Q. What number of those would be working in the factory besides your white
people ?-A. Oh, about 60 Chinamen and 20 or 30 Klootchiés, and some young Indian
boys and girls, over and above these.

Q . Then about- 100 altogether ?-A . Yes, about that. Perhaps more, perhaps less .
Q. Is there any marked difference between the labour of the Chinamen and that cf

the white men ?--A . Well, the white men do nothing as regards the fish . The white men
look after the Chinamen and have the higher classes of work .

Q. What wages might you have received ?-A . $40 a month till the sockeye run
and 860 after that.

Q. Do you know the wages paid to the Chinnmenl-A, I don't• know ; .come are
paid by the piece and some by the <lay• .

Q. Then you have not fished on the river by yourself ?-A . I worked for Mr. F.wen .
We were to lish for 10 cents and pay 6 for his gear .

Q. Your complaint is, then, that you don't think you are dealt fairly with in not
getting it license?-A . Yes, sir ; I think cannerymen have too many licenses .

Q. Then you think Chiuamen a re injuring the whites ?-A. Yes, sir ; the Chinamen
are spoiling this country . (taughter)

1fy .lt,, Ifiygin x

Q. Do you know of any trafic in llcenses? Can you tnention any name3?--A . I
do know of instances, but I can't tell names .

Q. Are they 13rit ;sh subjects?-A . I don't know--he is an old-timer here-he gets
two or three licenses.

By .1/r 1Yilniol :

Q. Can't you get, his namo? Does lie carry on business here?-A. No, sir ; but lie
lives in the City Hotel . ( Here one of the audience iuldressed the witness). I find his
name is Fred Kave .

Q . Oh, veryywell . Have you anything further?-11 . No, sir ; except that I'd like
to get it licënse, that i s all .

P. N1'ALUHA\, it native of Sweden, no w a irSident of New W estminster, was duly
sworn .

Q. Y ou say you are a :iwede ; how long have you been here ?---A . I am a Swede,
and have been here since 1882 .

Q . You tire a tishcrman 1---A . Yes, sir.
Q . }Iave you obtained licenses ?-A. I never got one yet..
Q. \\'hat reason did you assign for not having got a lincense ?-A . Well, T don't

know-peisons who have lived here a long time should get licenses first, I suppose, I
have been fishing other men's nets on shares.

Q . Were they fishermen or ctinners?-A . Fishermen
Q. \\'hat did you pay for your share ?-A. One-third .
Q. What number of fish did you'catch last yearR-A . Last year? A little over

3,000.
Q. VI'hat cannery did you sell to?-A . Mr. Ewen's .
Q. What was the share you gave for the privilege of fishing with his boat and net?

-A. One-third. -
Q. Did you on any days bring any more fish than the cannery would take?-A.

No, sir ; they always told me if they didn't want them bofore I went out again . .
Q. Were you ever obliged to throw fish away ?--A. No, sir ; but I have been

limited. The year befôre last I was limited to 500 fish a day. ----- '
Q. Is that it usual average?-A . No ; previously you could catch more.
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Q. Do you mean by day twelve hours, or day and night?-ri . Yes, sir ; twentv-four hoilrs .
Q. What is the depth of net you fish ?-A . l:ortV meshes .Q . Do you think there is overfishing at the mouth of the river that would be detri-

n►ental to fish ?-A . No, sir ; there is no room for all the fishe. men--seme are down theriver and some are up the river.
Q . Do they divide in turns !-A . No, sir ; they stay down or up.Q. Are there more fish at the mouth than up the river1 --A . The bi}tge"'t number

was caught last year up the river just above the town here .
Q . What is the average weight of sockeye ?-=A . About, five pounds is, I think, it fairaverage.
Q . What is the average of the ryuinnnt or spring salmon?---A. Ten pounds, moreor less .
Q. You are dissatisfied because you cannnt get a license---would you he satisfied

with one license?-A . Yes, sir ; that is all I can manage .
Q. Do you think the fee of $20 ► s too high ?-A. Yes, sit- ; it ► x tou high for a ma

n who haste make hiy-living out of it,.
Q. Then you think the difference between $:i and R20 would make a f,meat deal of

difference in a man's living ?-A. Yes, sir ; in slack years it would .Q. What did you get for your fish?-A . 20 cents-or I got one-third of thatreally.
Q. Iiow many years have you been fishing on the river?--A . 1'hree or four years .Q . Was last year expected to be b ad 1--A. Well, it wasn't nenr so good as the yearbefore.

lfy aCr. /tiyyitts :

Q. But did all think it ►►•ould be bad ?--A. There are generally two good yea ►y fi.ndtwo 1Saü ._ --
Q. What do you think -about th rowing oftitil into the river 1-A . Well, I don'bknow anything about that .

By Mr. 1Vihnol :

Q. Your main complaint is because you cannot get a license 1-A. Yes, sir ; t hntis my trouble,
Q. Very-w'ell, sir, that will doif you have nothing further .

JAMES BEER, a native of England, a resident of New Westminster, and in British
Columbia for t w enty-six years, a general tnerchant and cooper by occupation, was duly
sworn.

Mr. Wtt.atoT.-1Ve11, sir, we will be glad to hear your remarks.-A. There hasbeen, of course, of liste years since the limitation has been put on licenses, considerabledissatisfaction on account of the injustic q (lone to a great many, and myopinion is, after
nearly thirty years in this country, that there should Le a free right and open river to
all British subjects who wish to fish, and have a boat and net ; and as regards it closeseason, I believe that the close season is suf6cient as it is .

JlJ Jh•. {l'ilr►►of :
Q . What (10 you me an by " close season l"-A. I mean tI ►e time in which the

boats have to be out of the water-I believe that is su@icient for the pu rpose .
Q. On you relate what that close season is now ?-A. Well, I think it is frontSaturday morning until Sunday night, and as regards an annual close season I do not

think that necessary at all . My experience is that there is no danger of diminishing
the supply of fish by the catching of them . I believe that if there were no 6sh caught
in the river except what men would eell front door to door, that the river would not fully
hold them. I consider that the spawning beds are overfiooded with ova and that one
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fish roots out the spawn of anothèr and tlînt possibly we do not'get as many fish raised
as we would if all were"cnuKht : and as regards the offal I don't think t , any detriment
to the fish, fd.• if that was so the clertd and dying fish would be enough to kill off the
fish alone .

Q. May I llsk you its to the Sunday tinle-du you think therr, are not it number of
people here who think the Stmdny shouid not be used for fishing 7--A. Yes, I am one of
those nryself --but if injury is done to it great industry, I think it might be allowed .

Q. Then with your vie%l-s, if a man wanted a hundred barrels-you are a cooper-
do you think you would be justified in making tllelll on Sllilday ?--A. No, I would not
give the ;n to him .

Q. Iulerelyput ittoyoutt_s an illustration .-- :1 . But there is thedifficulty,if thecanners
have no fish to go to work on on Alonday morning before the tishermen car) get to work,
with such it very short, season its we have, it would be very harmful

. Q. Then you consider there is no use in the close time ns at plc~sont,-~1 . I do not__
think it necessnl'v .

Q. But do you think it of use 7-A. Well, I knew this river and the Columbi a
._when .there_mas_scarcely_auyfishing zlt :111 and I-was-making barrels for ralting, and I

know we had great ditficulty in getting sabrnn to fill the barrels .
Q . But woro there as mmny fishermen thon 7--A. Oh, of course not, but still I

don't think the fish could have been caught even if the fishermen were there .
Q. Now about the offill . You think it is no harm to fish---whnt harm is it, do you.

,think, to the human frttnily-does it create a stench ?-A . Well, no ; I don't think it
does harnl-I do not. know of it .

Q. But would you not say from a sanitary point of view it might do harm if it
created a stench 7---A . Y es, I taiink it would luuioubtedlv .

Q. Have you any further remarks you wish to mnkë?-A . No, I think I have tolcl'
you the points on .whieh I desired to speak .

LUUIS IlIiF.N.1Fl'', a native of France, it resident of Stevestaru, and a fisher-
man, was duly sworn.

I~y .llr. 11'i/mot :

Q. How long have you lived here ?--A. 'Cwelve years . I nr.l it fisherman and
work for the canneries its a net-nuul .

Q. Have you ever fished under license by yourself ?-Yes, sir. What f want to
say is that for the lnst three years restriction has been made and I could not get a
license . This is my only trouble.

B;/ Mr. /ligyins :

Q. Are you a$ritish subject 7- .i . Yes, sir ; I lui ve sticorn allejiance.
Ar/ Jlr. li'ilmot :

Q. A re you a native of Canada?--No, sir ; I am at native of old France.
Q . You have been fishing for the canneries-as boatman or netter?-A . Yes, sir ;

all I want to say is, I want a license . I have asked for one every year for the last four
years, but have always been refused.

Q. I)o you know of barter or sales of licenses 7--A . Yes, I do, but I could not be
definite about it

. Q. Do you think if you obtained one license it would be sufficient for all you r
wants ?-A. Yes, sir ; without transfer.

Q. What do you mean by that 7-A . That I should use ity or leave it alone and
attend to other business.

Q. What do you know about the offal 7 Is it a fact Clint all the offal fr,)mcanneries
is thrown into the river 7-A . Well, certainly a lot is wasted and thrown in, but I don't
know anything alx,ut that. I came here to live and lot live . I want a license, that is.

'all and I dont want to interfere with any one else .
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Q . Well, but w hat we would like you to answer is this : do you know or not thatall the offal is thrown into the river 1--A. No ; not all, because some are nlaklnk oil outof it.
Q . What cannery were you working for ?--A . Oh, I have been working here forthree years, and I have been on the akeena River for two years .Q . What course ispursued on the Skerut as t o offhl --A . Oh, it is thrown into theriver. That is the only place t o put it .
Q. Do you think it is injurious to any thing 1-A . I don' t think it is injurions to -anything ; it is food for other fishes ; I don't think it hurts_anything ; it h,i5_ beenthere for ~~ears ; wo have all drank of the water ftriiiï - tüë river for years and we havenot died ye.;. This i ~, not what is the ulatter ; we want licenses, that is all . Thereis too much gambling in licenses .
Q . Well, how does it affect you ?--A . Well, it throws me out of 1 ► e(r. I hall to goto the Skeeua, but there the canners had most of tue outside liéenscs ; they aredivided itmonf; the canners in someh(xiy else's name .
Q . In what way dn Indian & fiFh there 1--A. Under the cannery liceus( ~s •--t1 i ocxnnery pays the fee - but now settlers are lleginning to take up licenses. Q. But you said all licenses were taken up by the canners ?-- .A . Oh, well, theywere until very lutoly .
Q. What is the usual size of sockeye sahnon u ) in the S keena I Will theyaverage about seven pounds 1-A. Al16ut seven po unls when they conic out of thewater.
Q. How many cau, will you get from one,salmon there?-A . Oh, I believe aboutfive c.ans, sometimes four and a half. . I could not testify as to that ; I am n ota canner ;I am it Hshermun ; I never weighed them .

By Mr. .l runkcrong :
Q . What is the size of sockeye on Fraser Itiver'1---A . Oh, several size~ ; I have, seensome as high as 12 pounds.
Q . Well, what about the average ?--A . All through about seven pounds .

1!y .~/r. If'ilmol :
Q. You cannot vouch for any exact statement as to the number of calls from onefish ?-A. No ; I never made statistics ; I don't know .
Q . How many meshes deep are the net,,; used on the Skeena 1-A . No deeper than35 meshes ; that is the deepest.
Q. Are any seines used on the Skeena ?--A . No, all drift nets.
Q. Are fish caught there principally at the mouth or farther up the ri ver?-AEverywhere, except that they are not caught above tidal water.
Q. How far does the ti(Îe back up the water in the Skeena T-A. I have not beent►p that far.
Q . flow wide is the river where most of the fishing is carried on ',-A. About halfa mile wide. -
Q. Is the water more shallow there than up the river?-A . Yes ; I think so, eventhe channel is shallow, and the fishing is carried on the sanie as he re.
Q . Have, you anything further to tell us?-A. No, sir.

BERNAHI) BUCK, a n,(tive of Norway, a Hshernlan, and resident of New 1Vest-
111inster, was duly sworn .

lly Mr . 11'i!(,ior :

Q. Do you desire to make a statement ?-A . Yes ; I understand the cannerymen
were going to ask for an increase in the number of licenses and let every man get a
license, but if every man is to get a license, and the cannerymen get all the licenses
they want, we could not make a living. It don't matter whether you are a hsherman .
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or not, the cannerynlen are able to get licenses . and now they want more . If the
canner,vmen get more licenses and give them to others than actual . fishermen, then we
cannot make a living. I have fished under licenses ; my only complaint is in the fear
that tlle cannerymen will get more licenses ; they get too many now. I have been
working for Mr. Ewell, having charge of the whole cannery department, and I know
that in a big run they could kcep the establishment going in good order with 15 boats .

Q . And when there is it big run of fish and the cannery has 15 boats running, can
you as a tisherman dispose of your fish ?--A . Well, I only mentioned one instance and
it was in the big run, and with 15 boats they had enough to keep the whole business
going.

Q. Then the canne ►•ies have too many licenses and so affect seriously the livelihood
of the fishermen ?-1 es .

Q._ But suppose you t•eve ► sw it and say the canners only have a few licenses and
you have one each, would you not control the canners ?-A . No, not at a!! ; we must
se11 to the cannen atinv«'av .

By Mr. Higgins :

Q. You think then the canners should not have any liceuas ?-A. Yes ; tl ► ey
could buy tlleir fish just is cheap-we must sell our fish to the canners .

Q. Then you will be able to dictate to the canners and control the salmon fishing
business ?-A. No. I don't think we would .

Q. But capital should have some advantage, you k,low ?-A . Well, they are too
► nucll protected now . I know all about tllem-I have worked for them long enough . '

By if,.. lYiln+or :
Q. 1)o you know anything about the oflhl ?--A. I could not tell you anything

about that . I don't think it . does any harm . I have fished right along where the
offal was golllg down .all(1 caught fish just as well .

ByMr.Higgins :

Q. How long does ofial remain llefore disappearing ?-A . Oh, the little fish eat it
all up-it does not remain long.

Q. But if the cannery stops for it day or two, does the offal remain the►r. ?-A .
No, I never v►w it, except at. the nlouth of the river .

By .1/r. Ii'iln+or :

Q. Oh, it gets there does it ?We have been told that it injures the nets .-A.
I have heard that.

Q. Suppose the of►al gets into the net-would it not prevent the salmon from
getting into that net ?-A. I never saw any prevented from coming into the net .

Q. Were you fishing last year ?-A . Y es, sir. -
Q. Where ?-A. Down at the mouth of the river. That is the place where we

fish for sockeyes and cohoes .
Q. What was the -average number of fish you caught during the season ?-A .

Something over 4,000 fish.
Q . What price did you get for them ?-A . 20 cents.
Q. To what cannery did you sell ?-A . Mr. Ewen's.
Q . Do you know of the sale of licenses to fishermen who could not get them

through the proper oflicer ? Do you know of fishermen who purchased,licenses from
others ?-A. Well, I can't say-many fishermen fished on shares.

Q. What depth of inesh did you fish ?-A. I had 45 n►eshes deep .

By hfr. Armstrong :
Q. Curionsly enough, all you men in your evidence speak of years of big runs-

you don' t speak of general averages---whÿ don't you speak of other years ?-A . Well,
because there is nothing in it in other years-we don't make anything .

Q. Ilow many boats do canners want in a bad year, or if 15 boats would be
enough in it noai 'year ? We want an average-we are being misled because we are1
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hearing of only the big runs

.-A• Well, in a big run the carwers make bigger preluu•a-tions for n big pack . We have two good years and two bad ones. - In a big run they
calculate on it big pack and make a great,nunlber of cans, and then they can get all

.hefish they want with their own boats-in a small run they want nll they cau get, andhthe
yavo to run run

anftcrfte r us fo
r the

mthe tisll--.we are very good men then (laughter)-in a big year we,
Q

. Would it not pay to salt the fish in the big yerirR? `oule canneries s,llt themin big years .-A. What canneries ?
Mr . A>tMsTeoxts_.Well, all, don't they

. WtTxt ss--No, sir; some persons have salted salnwn-t.hey pay 5 cents for the fish .Q. Do you know what it takes to put
'ap a case of salmon 1-A, Yes ; about, $2 .80-I alu not a cannet•, but I consider thet is about the price .Q . How nlany tish fill a ca.se?-A. Pleven seckeyes will till it case.-Q.

And what dothey coAt oll the averago1=~A. Tliey have 1x~en pnying 10centssince tlie limitatia» was put on, but befo re that one and a 1►alf or two cents .Q. And flow mauy would you catch with one net 1-A, Some have caught as hig6n:s 8,000 or 9,000.
Q . The averago price of tish is then, say, 10 cents . ir'ow, what d o e4 it cost toclean the 6sh nnd put theln up ?-A . Well, I don't know thL details . I underetand itcosts $ ;3 .80 per case-this is as far as I know. I have been told it is $ :3.80 by thecannerymon thernseh•es.
Q. Oh, you are telling us hearsay evider,ce, are you? Yo , .r should tell us nothingbut what you know for a fnct yotu•self.-A, ,Janles W iso told nie.Q. Janles Wise never had a cannery in his life-how many years ago is it sinc

.e hehad one ?-A . It might be teu years or so or more than thnt-I was very young th©n .
By Mr, Armst rong :

Q. 'lhen you don't know wherl he told you?-A
. I don't know exactly wilen itwas-I have been here since 187b .

' Q. Verv well, but we don't want nnything except what you know . We aro notgoing to takis 6wn any hearsay ovidence• Now, do you know whether it costs more to
put up il case of salmon now than itdid some years ago?-A

. Oh, I cannot tell youthat,
Q. But of course you know that it must cost more when `l0 cents is paid thanwhen 10 cents is given ?-A . Oh ye,., of aoui•se .

By .dir. Wilmot :
<~ . Wel1, sir, have you any more remark, to make?-A . No ; I think not at pre.sent .

The Chairman then declared the Commission adjourned nt 10 p.m., to meet agntinin the same place ( Court-house, Westnlinster) at 10 a .m . 20th Feilruary.

Nsw WFs•ratlxsTSr;, B.C., 20th Februsry, 1892.

Second Day's Seaaion. _

The Commission ivas called to order by the Chairmrln at 10 a .m .
Yresent S. Wilmot, Esq., in the chair ; Hon. W. D. Higgins, $heriff W . J . Arm-strong, C. F. 1L'inter . secretsry .

FREDERICK KAYE, of New Westminst,er, u native of England, was duly sworn .
By hfr . Wi lmot :

Q. Well, sir, we will bè glad t,o hear any statement you maty wish t,o make 1L-A.Well, it is rather a delicato question-if I should consider everythtng I have to-.
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Q. If you have any views generally you wish to state you may do so, you know .-
A. Well, sir, my gene ►r► i impression is that if you gave everybody Iicen." the matter
would ►rgulate itself. You should give everybody licenses, gentlemen, that is what is
the trouble .

Q. Have you anything to say in regard to the disposition of the offal-the
throwing of vast yuantities int► the river----what effect has it, in your opinion, upon the
tisheriex, or from a sanitary point of view?-_A . Why, there is it multitudè of small fish
that devour it as. fast as you throw it in--this is well know ► i .

Q. Then you think that quantities of offal, amounting to millions of pounds, is all
eaten up?=A: Yes ; all of it-millions of pounds.

Q. What effect has it upon the inhabitants ~-A . It is thought injurious by some,
hut .I -have_drank the water of the Fraser for years and-it has had no ëQéct : I can only. ..-
say that it never affected me-1 don't know how other people are constituted .

Q. What about the limitation of the numberof net, as to cannérs or fishermen
themselves I-A . I think every man should get a license.

Q. You do not believe in any limitation whatever ?-A. No limitation . Give every
►nan a license. There is plenty of fish . I cannot go elsewhere and catch all . I want .
The fish from the Skeena came here last year.

Q. Would you say, in giving nets to all, to include foreignerâ ?--A . Oh, no ;
► lecidedly not--no foreigners -give them to British suhjects . They will soon {;et tired
of getting them if it <hMs not pay.

Q. .\\'ill one license each be sutlicient?-A . ( .ive hiin more if lie has muney and
will put it into the industry.

Q. Are you of the opinion that it would be just and safe that licenses should be
given indiscriminately, both as regards uumher and fishermen4-A . Dh, no ; I would
not give an unlimited number, but if a ► nan has capital to put up a lot of fish, let hin ►
show proof and get more licenses .

Q. Then if a man has capital and wants licenses, lie should get thent and carry on
business as he likes ?-A . If he has the 'money to put up the fish, lie should have the
licenses ; if lie has not the ►ueans to carry on the work, lie will not apply for what he
can't use .

I
. ,

Q. I)oes this apply to fishermen and canner-, alike ?--A . Yes ; to both alike .
Q . What about the close season ?-A . It is proper as now . It preserves the fish

and gives tishern ►en rest . It works well .
Q. Are you an advocate that fishing should be allowed on Sundays ?-A . No, sir

I sin not. -
Q. A close time then from six o'clock 5aturday to .six o'clock Sunday night?-A .

Yes ; and that is quite'sutficient .
Q. Do you not think the whole of Sunday should then be given to the close time ?

-:1 . I think it proper, as far as I know of .
, Q. What about an annual close season ?-A . It would be good and proper ; nothing

can be better.
Q. «'hat are your ideas as to limits of fishing on the Fi-Aser River-should fishing

at the mouth be curtailed 4=A . Well, I don't really understand that.
Q. Well, at the mouth of the river-should there not be a liniit where there shoulki

be no fishing 7-A . You have no jurisdiction to do that, have you 1 If you cut-'
Q. Nover mind that . Do you think it advisable in the interest of t he fisheries,

that a]wrtion of the river at the mouth should be excluded altogether ?-A . It would
be as well that a portion should be set off at the mouth . Of course, if you catch fish at
the mouth, you drive them away to other places. - •

Q. Are you a practical fisherman ?-A . I am, and I would like to meet the man
that knows more about it.

- Q. Should licenses be transferable, say to canners and otl ►ers? -A. Wql, th e
canners never fish their licenses ; they always transfer them to Indians and others. A
mail should be allowed to transfer his license if he likes ; suppose he takes sick, he must
get another mail tu run it . If a license is granted it is mine, and I should do as I like
with it .

30
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Q. What depth of nets do you use 1-_A . I fish with 30, 4 0 and i0 tueshes .Q. What stantlarYl would you say--- suppose one fixetill= - : 1Would suit well . A. Thittl' and 40 me.ches
Q. Are the fish ( ries in the Fraser River clecreasaiug or ine reasint; w•ithin yourk ;towledge I--A. _'-Iy tleNr s ;r, the last year's run you had was as big as ever sec•u--itstands to rea.ç,>n then that t ,e fi sh must be increasing. This river would supply thewhole world if there were fishermen en ough to cat - h them :o- .
Q. Have you any knowledge of facts of I orerti.shing in the Columbia River ?---A .The Columbia was never

Is
big a fi shing river as the Fraser.Q. Then ocerfishiug has no eti'e~t, you think ?.-,=A . In a long tin lé it ma y .Q. Then do you not think it would be ' grxxl I~~ rnake rules for the future 1--A• Oit,'twell, it is immaterial to me 100 yea'rs fti) m now.

Q. Then yon cion't think o~ erftshi ► rg would affect, the Fraser 1--A . No ; not in ourtime ; of cou rse it is tHtund to tell in time .

Q. Do you think canners should be deprived of licenses ? Say 100 were given o n

~f By Mr. Iüggins ;
Q. Mr. Kaye, how uutnv licenses (lirl y ou

Iwld 1--A.- Two ; I applië2l for two.Q. Are they per A onally to you 1-A: Yes ; I used to get five . ~Q. Were. tftey iasued to you as canner or fis)lerntan 1-A . As it fishernmy fish. lian. I sold
Q. Did you hold two license4 ]ast year?-A . Yes ; but I let ihem out . wasItaken sick and I fished them on share ,
Q. Were you aware that you got two licen .es w•hile there were other men who (lidnot get any?-A.• Yesï `
Q. How• do you account for that 1--=A . Oh, I don't know.Q. Who gave ►•ou the licenses ?-A. Mr. .llowat ,
Q• And yôu don't think the throwing in of the offal a had thing-don't you think

it has a bad etfect 1-A . No ; I tell you there are millions and millions of fish, and thelittle fish are in m
,
yriads-you could catch it barrel of them in a minute without a net

-that will show you how thick they arc:
Q

. Do you think there is as much ofial goes in the river as dead fish come down 3-A. Well, I cannot say how many dead .fish conte down ; there are a great number.Q. At what season of thë year is that ?- A • In fiepteml?er.Q. Are they supl>osed to poison the river 3--A
. Oh, I ilon't think so--we oftenget them in the nets from the 61ck part .

the river-would you give all of the hundred to fishermen and none to canners ?-A
.No ; I would say give so many to canners, and so many to the fishermen

. The cannerscan protect themselves .
Q

. Well, if all were giVen to fishermen, would they have a monopoly 1-A• Oh, yes
it would be like the Columbia River. The price of fish would be put up .Q. You go in for giving licenses to all I-A . Yes ; I would give them all licenses-if you do, gentlemen, the business would regulate itself

. Give the poor man that wants
to work a liceüse, and if he does wrong with it, it is his lrxikout and not yours

. If thebusiness does not pay, he will get out of it. -
Q. Have you known of Americans or foreigners fishing under licenses to the exclu

.sion of British subject., ?-A. Well, I have heard of such things, but I cannot rtate sopositively . I have known of a stranger to come in and go and become an Englishma
nin less than twenty minutes

. I don't know how he did it, but it is a fact all the sante,Q . Well, it has been stated here that a resident of Washington has got a licens
ehere?-A. Well, I guess he went to a broker and fixed things . I have heard lots ofthings about such instances, but I cannot tell exactly .

Q. But then men who live here cannot get licenses?-A . Well, it has been done-
I have known -men get licenses who didn't know one end of the net from the other

. •Idon't know how it is done. ~ Then I have known lots of good m eget is license. n here who could not
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By .ll . Wilutot : •

Q . Was that not because the whole T•tmber of licenses to be issued we re taken

up .'-A. WeIy I don't know what the reason was-they could not get a licènse,
that's all .

Q. Thi n you think everybody should get licenses ?-A. Yes ; everybody-the
business wih re gulate itself.

Q. You speak of dead ish coming down the river-how we re they coming 4-A .
Many we re wriggling and nearly dead .

Q . Do you think if they got to the sea they would revive ?-A. Well, perhaps,
tiolne would-I daresay they would .

Q. The p ro portion i s so great they come tumbling and wriggling=is that your es-
perience ?-A. Y es ; that is it.

Q. Would you say "all persons" who got licenses should include the farmer,
settler, fisherman and Intlian?-A . No ; not by a jugful-if a'man has another occupa-
tion lie should keep at it .

Q . But these people a re all residents, why should there be any objection ?-A . If
a man is a farmer let him stay at farming. I am a fisherman, I don 't go farming .

Q . But would you not let him fish for himself?-A. Oh, yes ; let him fish for
himself, but lie should not sell .

Q. Should the Indians get licenses ?-A. Yes ; God gave them the fish-the river
belonged to them-they should have a license . They we re the first people here and I
don't see why they, of all people, should be deprived of the right to fi sh .

Q . Well now, can you express an opinion as to what would be a fair number of
licenses for the cannera?-A. I beg your pardon, sir. I have never been in the cannery
business . I could not say, and I would not like to hausrd an opinion .

Q. Ott, very well, we thought perhaps You would like to give us an opinion--very
well, if you have nothing f urther ?-A . No, I have no further remarks to make, sir.

COWAN D . GRANT, of New Westininster, a native of Nova Scotia, and a master
mariner, was duly sworn.

By Mr. Wil»not :

Q. What are your views in regard to the disposition of the offal in the river?- A .
I think if the offal is put in deep water it has no effect, but if put near the shore it
might be dangerous .

Q. Where is the offal generally put, in deep water or along the shores?- A . In
deep water generally.

Q. Are the canneries situated in deep water ?-A . Yes ; most of them are.
Q. Then as it floats down river it gets into the bays and sloughs ?-A. Well, you

don't see much of it-there are so many little fish that eat it up, and if in cribs it wil l
be all consumed .

Q. Are there cribs in the canneries?-A.' Yes, sir. most of them have them .
Q. Would small pieces of offal, such as entrails and amall pieces, get out of the cribs ?

Are they sufficiently close to keep them from going out?-A. Well, so far as my
experience goes, I never we any of it in the nets

. Q. Have you heard it gets in the nets ?-A. Well, I don't know, I never saw it .
Q. What do you think of the limitation of nets 9$hould they be free to all in

numbers, that is to anybody who applies ?-A . I think so, sir, but not to foreigners . '
Q. Do you think one license quite sufHoient for the ordinary fisherman to pursue

his operations ?-A. Well, if a man has a oontract it would be neceseary to have more,
perhaps, butif he is justfishingforhiruself one might do, butsometimes twowouldbebetter .

Q. Well, but if one got two and another four and so on it would be too numerous-
would you not give everyone one each and be sure?-A . Well, perhaps one would be a
proper number. -32 -
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Q. Have you any experience of the nu m her required for canners to carry on theirbusiness ?--•A . Well, I don't kf► ow .
Q . You c ould not g~ ve an opinion as to the number requ;red for iui onlinory can-nery?-A . No, sir : I don't know . In a bigseason tell to twenty boats woulit keepthem, but in c,poor season they would want more, perhaps double that .Q. Then have you found about twenty or twsntytive boats the average ?-A . J amnot posted in the cannery business, and so I cannot very well tell .Q . What do you think of the clos,, season--is it correct its now ?-A, Yes, sir ; Ithink it is all right .
Q. Would you give all Sunday for a close season ?--A . I think it wuuld be betterto have all Sunday till 1 2 o'clock.
Q . Can you express any opinion as to an annual close season-would this be advis-able ?--A . Well, at the end of the season the sockeyes get very thin and nasty, but out-spawning g rounds are off the .Ft•aser---I don't think it mattcrs .Q . But if tish get past these nets and get to the tributaries should fishing be allowedthere-on the tributaries l'-A. We don't alluw a t- ti l '

g y p

Q. In hauling in your nets have you found most of the salmon in the meshes below
or above?-A . They mostly strike the top of the net-sometimes~ lower down, but

enerall at the to

r y or , . ~rty mes e s - many feet would that be ?-AAbout twenty .

Q. In your experience of salmon do thsy swim lQ You think ow or high 9-A. I think high, sirthen thi • -1 ht

e in wien t ey c~~me ►n .

Jly Mr. Hiyyin

a u a, K en Saturday comes the fish get up all right .Q. N~'aen fish conte in they strike the net, few get under it, very few get around it,
those that do are caught by the next net, I suppose none get over it?-A, I have seen
soute jump over it.

Q. None get under it ?-A. Well, I thinl, some get under, though I do not think
the tish take th Iwtto 1 h

y or y meshes. -Q. Do you think if the depth of net were lessened more fi s}t wouldgetup the river ?-A. W~~II I dôn't know bo t th t h

1e-s ~~i iey 'epend on the canneries for the sale of their
fish, but if every mail was allowed a license it would regulate itself .Q . Would it cannery, if it had sixty licensea ever employ an outside fishermr.n atall 1--A. Well . I don't su~~pose they would .

Q. Then the re shouh i~e some controlling power as between these industries -that
would be fair, would it not ?-A . Yes, sir ; that seems but fair .

Q . Well, that could only be done by limitation . What do you think of this specu-
lation in liceiLses--do you think it just, for often a deserving man cannot get a license 1
-A. This shculd not be done, but a man may have a partner : In the first place a mail
gets a license and a mtmber, and he is liable for whatever may be done.Q . In the course of v~lurduties as a fishery otficer,you must have noticed the nets,
their length, depth, .hc. What number of meshes in depth are generally : used ?- :1 .Thirty to forty, it depends upon the chanhel .

Q. Would it. be safe to limit the depth of net?-A : No, sir ; I don't thihk so.Q . Do I understand that the fishermen here have certain localities ?-A . YeR ; soniehave .
Q. What portion of the whole number?-A . I cannot say exactly .Q. And local fishermen should have depth of net to suit the water and the rest

would have all alike 1-A. Ye., and the average would he thirt snd i t

n- . es, on th~e trtbu ► nr i es .Q. Do you think thet•e ~hould be a portion at the mouth of the river where no fish-ing should be allowed-there is a large amount of fishing do - : ,' there now 1-A. Yçs, agood deal, and of course it lessens the number which gets up .
Q. Would you allow any British subject to ?{et a license?-A. Yes, sir ; and thenumber should not ba limited.
Q . Would you allow the canners to get as many as they want, and also fishermen I-A. Yes, sir.
Q . Well, if the canneix get all they want what effect would it have ?-A. Well, itwould hnrt the fisltermen', bus ; C f• tl 1

y s th e tr ► butar~~.Q. Then you think there should
u ng un

be a close seasu ? A Y
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Q. You are a practical fisherman ?-A . I have been.
Q. Did you fish last summer ?-A. I had a partner fishing--I got so many fish out

of those that were caught.
Q. Have you any recommendation to make as to licenses going to certain people-

do you ever act as broker or know of a traffic in !icenses?---A. No, sir ; I don't .
Q . Have you known American citizens to get licenses while men on the river got •

none?-A. No, sir ; I don't know that, but I know plenty of men here who could not
get licenses .

Q . How long have you been employed by the Government'?-A . I have been on
two or three years .

Q. Do you fish ?-A. I did last year and two or three years ago . '
Q . Are you still an officer of the delvu•tment 1-A . Yes, sir.
Q. In regard to the offal, you don't know of bad effects from it being thrown in?-

A. No, Sir ; not here.
Q. Is it offensive 7 --A . No, sir ; not in deep water.
Q. Is the number of salmon that (lie up the river very large 1-A . Yes, sir, very

large, particularly in the creeks.
Q. Then they are swept into the main river and go .0own until they dissolve 7-A .

Yec, sir.
By :ltr. Wilinnt : .

Q. Have you e,. Pr seen fish in autunun floating down the river?- A . Oh, yes ; I have
seen lots of them .

By .llr. Iliyyin.i :

Q. In regard to licenses- ;vou say you think licenses should be given to every one,
do you think they should be made transferable 1--A . Well, my idea is you cannot fish
alone, you must have a partner and I think it should be applicable to both .

Q. But as to the traftic in licensav ?--A. Oh, well, I don't kiiow as to that•, but if I
have a partner l dont see why I should not give it to him. The party getting the
licen"W is responsible.

Q. Have you known of anybody except fishermen to hQld licenses 1-A . No, sir .

By Mr. Arinstrong :

Q. You say you had a license last year and fished it on shares-now, if any one
stated you sold half of that license for $25, would it be true 7-A . No, sir ; I was to get
so many fish out of what were ..wght, I did not get money.

By Mr. 11illnot c ~

Q. In order to clear this matter up a little more--you made an arrangement wit h
another man to get a certain portion of the fish 1-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Well, when you reckoned up did he give you fish or money i-A . Oh, he gave
me the value of the fish in money.

By Mr. Higgins :
Q. When were you appointed an officer 7-A. On 25th of March .

heads picking up gpawn ; I have not seen them rooting for it. .

Q. A great deal has been said about fish eating salmon spawn,--do these fish
destroy the spawn on thé beds or is it the young fish 7-A . I have seen trout and steel-

Q . What pay did you get 1=A . Sixty dollars a month and it lasted for seven months .

A t/ Mr . Hiygins: - -
Q. lvhat effect have steel-heads on salmon spawn 1-•A . A very bad effect, sir ;

trout also are verv destructive .
Q. Then you think it a mistake to preserve the t ►Y,ut?-A. I do, indeed, sir.

By Mr Wilmot :

By Mr. rirniatrony :



By M►•. Ifiggirq a :
Q . Steel -headi are not preserved by law, are they 1--A . Well, sir, trout are andsteel-heads come under that.

By Mr. lVilnwl :
Q. But no ; steel-heads are not t rout--a steel-head is a salmon 1--A. Well, yes ;I suppose, properly speaking, they are salmon .
Q. Are any steel-heads to be obtained at this season of the year 1-A. I think theyare coming in now--they generally come in about the first of March .Q. If there are any of these steel-h©r.ds b ro ught into town I wou .d ko to see some.--A. I have not seen any yet. •
Mr. Htcaws.--We will be able to see them in Victoria .If r. Vienna, fish dealer, who was present, was invited to bring a steel-head, if liecould procure one, for inspection by the Commission .

DANIEL J . MUNN, of Now Westminster, a native of Prince Edward Island and asalmen canner, was duly sworn.
By Jlr. 1Vihno !

Q. Would you lirefer to make a statement, Mr. Munn, or shall we ask you qne,c•tions 1--A . Weil, perhaps it would be better if you would ask any questions you may
desire .

Q. Well, what do you t}tink on this ofï:d question ?---=A : Well, I don't believe thatit is i ►tjurious to fish, that is to the salmon ; i think that the scavenger fish do awaywith nearly all of it .
() . What effect do you think it has from a sanitary point of view 1-A . Well, when

it is deposited in deep water l don't think it has "any effect at all . The only place'ace itmight be injurious is where it accumulates in large heaps and the sun pc'"ibly gets at it,
and in that way it might pollute the water . It would then become otlènsive .Q. It is thrown in heaps, is it notl-A. Yqs, it is e,ent out through shoots . Weall make it a point to put it in deep water if we can .

Q. Portions remain in the heaps, I suppose 1-A. When put in deep water it doesnot. At, the « Ro" Accord ". we don't see anything of it after it leaves the floor.Q . Well, as to the wind-bags and the parts of the entrails attached, do not these
parts rise to the surface and float down the river 1-A . I have never seen it-I don't
think it does-I have nover seen offal float-a dead fish will .

Q. Is it sent along the shores of the river or in the sloughs 1-A. A portion of itwill float .
Q Then that will be th

.does not float, e wind-bags,
-c., won't it1-A. Yes, but the offal itself

_
Q. Will not the wind-bags have a portion of the entrails with them 1=-A. C)h yes,a portion of the entrails will be atta.,hed, but that applies only to exceptional cases ; Ihave not seen much of it.
Q. Are there many residents living along the bays or s!ough, settlers 1-A . Yes .Q. What effect would it have on people living along the sloughs or bays 1-A . Idon't think it has any effect if the water is filtered .
Q. I mean the offal in the water -if you were a settler would ,you like it 1--A . No,

I don't think I would, but I think I would take water from a deeper chanuel and filter it .I don't think the water from the Fraser River is At to drink at any time unless take nfrom a deep source : there is so much dung, sewage, filth, Sc., of all kinds thrown in, ordrifts in along th-11--t,s .
Q. You think that there are more injuries to the water than offa14-A . Yes. •Mr. Moxx-(continuing). I may say that to dispose of the offal in any otlrer wa y

than at present would be very expensive-indeed so much so that we would have to con-
sider it, and I would not like to undertake to dispose of it either by going into an oil
refinery or by taking it out to sea.
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Q. Could you suggest a remedy feasible to carry out, to get ► irl of the ofthl?-11 .
\1'cll, my way of looking at it is that it is not injurious to salmon: That if it is in-
jurious to people living nloug the lh►nks of the river, the, municipalities might take hold
of it as a s►nitary nteasure--it is entirely a local matter, I believe, where there could be
any cases of c(uplaint, and this is why I think the municipalities should take it up instead
of the. Dominion Government 1 ►ampering an important industry by imposing unneces-
sary expense.

Q. I may ►nention that it is n statutory enactment throughout Canad•b and in most
countries that this oflè} should not be thrown into the water, and here where it is so
generally done it is if question of great importance as to what remedy can be devised .
Now you speak of time municipalities taking it up-one municipality might }ktss if law
that it should not be doue, while another might allow it--you must have some power
that would be universaL-A. WAl, I think the Dominion Government should not
have this matter in hand . The Provincial Government mi} ;ht look into it . I know
that many of the complaints are unfounded . I went to one man direct myself on the
river, who raised quite it noise about the matter, and agked what lie wished us to do .
"Well," he said, "1 would prefer to put it on my land-we have any amount of land it
would benefit ." \1'ell," I said, " if I take a scow load and put it on your land would
you say nothing ►nore about it 1" "I would not allow it," he said . He knew very wel l

that lie knew nothing more than we did ourselves ; so we refused ~iving our $1,000
each . If we saw our way clear that so many dollars a season would dispose of the'ofi'al,
and advance the general good of the country, &c ., we would be only too happy to go
into it ; but every .dollar you add to the cost of putting up our fish, makes it harder
for us in competing with other c.anneriea on the coast .

36

that it woul(I almost cause it pestilence because ► t would create lice and other vermin of
all kinds and would destroy all the fruit trees in the country .

By Mr. Arn ►strouy :
Q. Well, suppose there was an oil factorv, would it be very expensive to take the

offnl to the factory 1--A . Well, it would not be so very expensive as inconvenient-
when fish are running largely, we have all we can do to look after them .

Q. Now there is all oil factory started (town the river, and if the offal could be
manufactured, just to pay expenses ai ►d nothing more, would it not be agood thing3 If
all parties would take the otü►1 to the factory, I think they could afford to work it up ?
- -A . \1'eli, we would be only ta) happy to go into that if it is feasible, and if it will pay .
I understand that the factory you speak of does not pay, nor begin tA ; pay, It does not
get rid of the ofTitl either . They cannot dry it properly, and cnnmt make it fit to ship.

By Mr. Ir ir, no r :

Q. You stated that you had not heard of persons making complaint against throw-
ing otl'al into the river. I may state that the city of New Westminster has made con ► -
plaint as a public body, and mnny persons have done so, too, from a sanitary standpoint .
--A. Well, I just wish to state, if I said I heard no complaints, that 1 have Itenrd
complaint,y but i did not think theiu good authority .

Q . But the city of New \tTe.itminster---ought it not to be good authority 2- A .
l'es ; but I think the water more hurt by the sewage going in than by the offal .

Q . If this complaint is made by the city of New Westminster, and made by tlie
inhabitants and numerous othe ► s that it is a nuisance, &c ., would it not be bettPr for
all the canners to club together, and by some means-you could erect machinery, & c .,
by x small pittance each -not create such an injurious nuisance. I don't think it in-
jurious to salmon coming in, unless it lodges in places on shallow ground here and there
--it is more from a sanitary standpoint that I should view it 1--A . I quite agree it
would be a proper thing to do, but as a cannery proprietor, I am not willing to go into
any business unless I have some idea of what the expenses will be . Now, about two
years ago, Air. Begg went around amongst different canneries and asked them to sub-
scribe about $1,000 each, in order that lie could build an oil refinery ; get seowR to con-
vey the offal, &c., and he, of course, was to have the management of it . We went into
the matter thoroughly with •him and found that he had no experience in the world, and



Marine and Msheries.
Q. But if the h ►w was c+u• ► •ied out the penalty would be very greatnda ove ► y one ofthe cannels would be subjeot to this penalty, and at any time the (3overn ment cou!d

'01"e, down and say this law must be enforcucl . Now, would it .not be better to arrangethis before the penalty is exacted 1-A
. Well, if other canners engaged in the business

can make it pty I will be very K•illing to go into it with others, but as regards
theDon Accord "(Ml• . Jiunu's cannery) it will bear heavily upon us.Q. \Vhe.re is the "Bon Accord"?-A . Four or five miles lit) the river.

I
It wouldbe

adding very much to the cost of working our cannery if we had to save offal in anyway
; but there is another point its well-we find it very hard when the run of salmon

is on to get labour to take care of the fish in the cannery . It:,is not like its if we hadfour or five mouths in which to do our work-it must be done inside of it month andour labour must be collected inside of that time .
By Mr. Arn►stron;? :

Q. But, Mr. 31unn, there is the law-suppose we recolnn ► end that it doei not bestopped-any man cati come up and complain and the law must be enforced . Now,would it not be~ better for the canuery ►ne ►1 to do something to help better this state oftllin};s?--~1 . \1 ell, as far as I am concernetl I don't care to go into ► uly business I don'twlderstand .
Q. But there is the law ?- A . Well, if the law says we muet (emphatically) moveofl'the river-all very well .
Q . Oh, no, I did ►rt lnean that 1-.r% . \Vell, I maintain if we have to go to the cost

of taking care of that ofthl other than we do now it is tant ►Lmount to forcing us oil' theriver.
Mr . WILMOT. -Well, but in \Vashington and the United States there are penalties

against the putting in of deleterious substances in rivers and streams?---A . Yes, ifit is injurious to fish
. They do throw offal in, in Washington, and if we have to take

care of it we will lie at it disadvantage with them
. I agree that it would he well to take

care of it if possible, but not in such it way as to put us to expense .Mr . Htr.f3 ► x .y.-Chango the law. Ask the Dominion (lovcr ►unent to take care of
the offüL I consider the C,overnment should take care of the uHàl themselves

. Theyshould start oil factories, &c. They protect all kinds of industries, why should they not
afford some protection to this important industry here IilSr . \VtLxoT .---But as this is it matter otiécting the Province of British Coluu .ibia,why should not the Provincial Government look aftsr this ?M r. Huu► ixs .--0h, no ; the Dominion Government takes care of the fisheries, and
if the qffal is deleterious to health and is destroying rivers as places of residence, I think
the Government should step forward and do something to prevent the bad consequences .I think you should not ask the cannery ►nen to do more than to deliver the offal at theoil factory.

Mr. 3foxx .-Beyond all that, would it not be as well to have it medical officer
inspect the river and have it settled whether this offal is really deleterious ? _

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Cod fishermen on the coast of Norway, England, Sweden, and, I think, in the
United States, have been the principal parties in asking that offal should not be thrown
in because it is deleterious to throw fish in on the coast on account of it driving fish
away from their haunts nearer shore. Now, here, I don't think it is deleterious to fish .
coming up, but as a sanitary matter I should think it was decidedly so.-A."Well, I
don't think it is as much injury as the sewage thrown in and the great numbers of
(lead fish that die up the river. The offal is it small matter compareit with them . Thenit might even ba cheaper; if the offal law is to be enforced, to give the farinera better
water-bring it down from above to thenl .

Q. Is it not a fact that the report that the habit of catching salmon at Point
Roberts on the United States side and throwing large quantities of them away was
harmful to the Fraser River and has been complained of by cannerymen as injurious
to your 1•iver?-A . I have not heard of it.
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Q. Recause if this is injurious by being thrown out in the Straits, how much more
is it injurious in the river itself when they are thrown in ?---A. Well, I don't think so
--- I didn't take any account of that.

Q. Are not large mmmbers of salmon thrown away when you cnmcot put them up ?
A. Not front our cannery, except once, when we threw away 300 salmon one S unday
night a year ago.

Q. In catching the quinnat, what do you do with the white salmon during the
season ?-A . We don't use t hein -we give tliem to the fishermen and they use t.hem as
best they can .

Q. Will they eat them instead of the red salmon ?--A. Certainly ; because they
get them for nuthing--they are equally as good.

Q . What proportion of white, and red might there be ?---A . I don't know exactly .
In August there are more white than in early spring .

Q. And yet they are caught and not used 1-A. The Indians use them for their
own purposes ; they are not wasted .

Q . Are they no t frequently taken out of the net and th rown away ?-A . It may
be done to some exteut-I have never seen it .

Q . When you carry on your fishing at the latter end of the season, do you not
catch humpbacks as w ell ?--A . Y es.

Q . What do you do with them l--A . They are th rown away.
Q . Then they become offi d as well ?-A. I suppose so.
Q . Are they very nume rous?-A. Yes ; we catch few sockeyes when the hump-

backs are coming in .
Q . What about the cohoes ; they come in Inter than the humpbacks, don't they ?

-A. They come in lat e r. They are caught by fi shermen, but we have no use for them
in the cannery .

Q. What a re done ~i•ith the cohoes caught ?---A . They are canned, but of late
years we don't fish for cohoes.

Q. A re they fished for by any other persons ?-A. By some for the fish markets .
Q. Are all consumed 4\`ot thrown away ?-A. They are not th rown away to any

extent
. Q. If steel-heads are caught in nets while fishing for other fish, what is clone with

them ==A. They are canned with the other fi sh .
Q. Then the most valuable fish for canning is the sockeye?-A . Yes ; we depend

absolutely on the sockeye. _
Q. With regard to the propagation of salmon for this river, do you think it be.s t•to

breed only sockeyes and not any otlter kinds?-A. Well, I believe more information
should be gained of the natural spawning g rounds in the country before they should be
artificially hatched, or anything of that kind. We don't know enough about the natural
history of the sal , non in the province. We ought to breed spring salmon because that
is the best salmon .

Q . In connection with spring salmon are some mixed red and white ?--=A . Yes ;
you find them st reaky .

Q . Are they a distinct species, do you think ?-A . Well, I don't know. They seem
just as good one w ith another, red or white, the only difference is the white one does
not suit the taste of consumers . I would prefer seeing spring salmon bred .

Q . Has artificial b reeding been beneficial to the river, do you think?-A . Well, I
don't think it is yet beyond the experimental stage.

Q . As far as it is gone, what do you think ?-A . I don't think we have_enough
information to say.

Q. . How do .yon account for the big runs in so me years?-A. Up to'89 and '90
there were always good years, except '86. I shov Mt ray that the re.cson the run was so
g reat last year was because the spawning conditions we re much more favourable whe n
the eggs were deposited on the natural grounds, as they were unfavourable in '86 .

Q. 89,'90 and'91 have been large runs. Was it usual in former years to see
consecutive years large?-A . Well, last year was better than any ofl'year . With the
hatchery as an experiment, I can understand that the big run of last ye,ar w~ owingto .
favourable conditions when spawn was placed in the rivers.
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11y Mr. Armstroliyi -

Q. I suppose after this year's rut' you will be able to tell better?--A, Yes ; Ithink so .
Q. What is the average weight of the sockeye you can ?---A . I shoulrl judge aboutsix pounds.
Q. Is it not a filet that all reports make the average nearer eight pounds?-A . Imm n ot a judge of the weight of fih ; I os only krtow how many tish it takes to the case .Q. What is the usual run of cans to a fish ?-A . W ell, in pool . years four cans to a

fish-in heavp years the fish are nlways smnller than in poor one .9 .Q . Then one-third of n six•lxlund 8sh is offal ?-A . Somewhero about. t,hat,Q. Then if tho average of salmon were eight pounds Vol,
Yes ; about thnt would get five cans ? . .-A,,

Q. Then the offal would be three potnlds?-A, Y es ; it is it mntrer of calculation---tho bigger the fish the less the amount of oftiz L
Q . What would be the fair average quantity of cases put up at n e,lnnery that would

be remunerative ?-A . Well, these are things wn cannot tell much about ; it all dependsupon the market-
. Q. Should a cannery commence operations or begin to work with machinery for
Iess than 1 5 ,000 cases?--- :1 . I think evelyLody shottld . go into the cnnnerv business ifthey want to.

Q. Well, suppose a man with a capacity of 20,000 cases, and fie gets the ,aille nunt-

Ify Mr. 1{'ilmut :

ber of licenses as one who packs 10,000 cases, would it be just? --A . No ; a man's pac kshould be lrlnsnlt .ul .
Q. Do you think 15,000 cases a fair number for twenty licenses 1-A . I don't think

any Ruch arrangement should,he made at, all . This twenty license systenl is not n good

Q. If You want ten as all indi v

one in the way it has been worked . It nll depends.
Q. 11'hat do you Ray to unlimited licenses, both to canners and fishermen ?-A . Thatis to say, that ilny pe.ltioll coUld get one or as . •. . .- - •r . .. . . . . . ! -, ~

By Mr. I/iyyins :

Y iAni you~hould get it ? How would you work i tA. R'ell, labour regulate, all that, and tllen ~, would be putting the river on the saut ebasis ns any otller enterprise. A cannery shouÎd have a number of licenses-ilot neces-
sarily estahlished --but as long as ne can get as many as hé reyuireaQ. In the case of a cnmlery w•hich shut down for the season, what then ?-A . Vv ell ,they would not need • any licenses. If there i s an established law no one will take outmoro licenses than they require.

By Mr. II'iluiot :
Q. -.Then a cannery should get a minimum number ?=A . Y es ; if it is necessary toestablish it fixed uumber of any kind , but my principle is that it cannery or individualshould get it license, or any number of licenses upon application and payment of the

licenso fee .
Q . Then one camleryman coutil go and sav, I want one hupdred licenses ; another

says, I want teu--then the mnn with ten would Lave to rely upon the ordinary fisher-
meu ?-A . Yes ; if you have a fixed numUer, Uut it depends upon the law you }tave- -i f
you say there must be a limit to the number of boats on the river, there should be a mini-
mum number, but I would do•away with any fixed number on the river to fishermen o rcannerR .

~ ------ ---- ~ . . . . .. . . . .. .. .
. necesearily. ---

Ify Jlr. Iliyy

Q. Well, I think this would pass the whole business into a monopoly.-A. Why,
the fishermen can make it just ns,great a monopoly.

39



56 Victoria . Sessional Papers (No. 10C.) A. 1893
Q. Not unless they had capital 9--A. 1\'ell, do you think Canners have absolute

contwlof labour to run an unlimited number of boats'? It is just this way : the canners
pirfer hnving };Col contract fishermen to any other system ~o long as we can feel secure
otu~ehr~.

By .I/r . 11'ilmot :

Q. Very true, but you could dictate to the settler çK,m ing in if you had all theboat, ;---A . But where are we to get our labour for all these boats 4
Q . But persons coming out to British Columbia f rom other countries, they cnnnot

get licenses ?-A . But if everybody could get licenses how would we have it monopoly I
j ust follo w ing out this principle, suppose the canters were giv~en a limited number and
j. ou gave licenses to everyone who came into the country, would not the fishermen have
it nwnolxwl y I Y ou are working on a wrong basis if you imagine it monopoly can be
estâblished hy allowing free licenses on the river-let every fisherman come in and get
a license and ennners get all the licenses they w a tt .

Q. Well, suppose cnnne rs were fixed at a i ninin►um number of licenses, say fifteen
or t w enty Ixiats the maxi in um number of boats it canner could get, leaving it free forall
eanneis wanting to go into the business to get some, and one fi sherman to get one
license each . The canners w ould always have enough to run their establishments, an ( fif they wanted more fish they could buy front the fishermen . Would not this equalize
matters ?---A . That is it prnctical proposition ; I cannot see though what difference itwould make to my idea . I am reasoning for having a fixed number for each cannery, as
our Iudiaun labour mu st be given employment. They are the best kind of labourwecan
ret. They come and bring their families w ith them, and these latter-their women
and childreu---find employment inside the cannery . We require a certain uumlx t r ofboats each dny, and we send them out . It is our loss if they do not bring in enoughfish to pay . But at present w ith the limitation in the number of licenses, it prevents) wople coming in because they cannot get licenses. For instance, Bob Gardiner, awhite man, fishing in 188 6 -87-8 8, lie brought his family with him, and there was no
limitation in the number of licenx~s in 1888, and it was not necessary to take out a
license. In no particular naine lie fished on one of our licenses . His name did notappcar on the books at the inspector's office, and next year l ie was refused a license
because his naine did not appear. S ince then we have given some of his boys a boat to
fish. When he found he could not get a license, he did not come down next year, and
thus you prevent labour trom comiug. , We reyui,- a certain number of licenses to
encourage as much labour to come as possible, for of ti hat value are .green fish unless
.you c,w use them and have labour to put them up with ?

Q. But would it not be bctter to induce white men instead oi ; Indians 9--A . Well,there w ould be room forall.

Q. Our Indians are different to yours in the east . They work all the year round ~
and spend their money in the country .--A. Now, there is a•tother matter: We wantthis labour to take the place of Chinamen, but if the limitation continue Aow are we to
do unless by ,mployirg Chinanien and other cheap labour 1 Now as to giving licenses
to all, it does not matter as long as we can get a numberof licenses and are sure of that .

By Mr. Hiyyins: -
Q. But if we gave you 100 licenses, we place fishermen at your mercy 2-A : Oh,no ; but when you give a limited number on the river it hurts all .
Q. Well, I believe the time is coming when the number of canneries on the Fraser

should be limited ?--A . `Vell, then, that will be a monopoly
. Q. But we must not place any one class at the mercy of the other 7

By JIr. Wihnol :
Q. Is it a fact that a cannery gets twenty, thirty or forty licenses, as the case may

be, and then hires licenses out, and when fish are worth 20 cents each, the fishermen
gives his fish and gets but 10 cents each ?-A. It is a pràctice to fish on shares ; wenever sold our licenses ; we always did it on shares.
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Q. Then that man is hampered by getting 10 cents for his tisb, for if ho got itlicense himself he would get 20 cents?--A. les ; of course it clel,end~ . We work on

shares and make the arrangement with the men - nu%t- labour is scarce, we put two
men to it boat and allow them 10 cents for each fish, although Ave prefer to buy our
fish, and t.hen they (the tïsl,errnen) are rrsiwnsible for their own boat and net .

lly 31r . Aru,xlrony :

Q. You give them a boat and net when they fish on sh
:u•es-__huw lunch du thesecost ?-.1 . ph, ti140 for a boat and net : but as long as good labour is encoura ;;ed to

c•ome into the country we have no cause of complaint, but the way things have been
working it has Ixrn injurious in every way .

l1y .llr. 117111to l

Q. What would be it fair average catch of fish for it boat during the last threeseasons ?-A . It varies-- .-sometimes 3,000 or 4,000.
Q. Statements were niade yesterday that 3,000 and 4,000 were caught and ,leli-

vet•ed to the canneries?-11 . 1es ; that is correct .Q. Then 700 of i hose salmon would equip !L man, at 20 cents each ?--A . Yes.Q. And lie would have then the difference between that, munely, 2,300 fish as hi,
own individual profit ?-A

. Well, I don't see why the cluu,erymeu shouhl not go into itlittle speculation if they liked
. We always make the best• bargain we van ; but their

is one thing you must not overlook, namely, that 700 fish does not represeut the cost
of the fishing outfit, boat and license, net, waste, loss, &e

. You must also take into con-
sideratiorr that these nets are snagged once, twice, or three times a year ; and Ave haveto have a man to look after thes© nets as well .

- l1y alr. Arn,xh•on!l :
Q. Is 20 cents the average price for fish ?--A . No, sir ; it, is not---it varies.Q. Well, what is an average price?---A . I have bought some at 20 cents, snnu• at

l ï, and some at 10 cents -it change ::.
Q . The average price would not be 15 cents, then ?--A . No ; not lâ.

By ,llr. 11'iln,ol :
Q. What are your views in regard to the weekly close season ?-'-- :1 . 1 think ourclose season as at present is quite sutiicient an(] I would strongly protest against anychange.
Q. What is the object of the weekly dote season ?-- A . The ohject was to allowfish to pass up the river.
Q . Not for keeping the Sabbath ?--A . I suppose not--tr.rere is a double objectthough-I don't expect people to work ou Sunday if they can avoid it . -Q . Canners asked that tire close season be changed by changing fronr ,llonday worn-ing back to 6 o'clock Sunday night i-A. Just let me explain . As far as I know

anything about it from the time I have been on the river front when I came lieue firstup to '89-90, there was 30 hours close time, from Saturclay noon to Sunday evening at Go'clock. I have never asked nor desired any change front that. I may tell you that upto the two years ago when this change was made front Saturday evening to Mondaymorning at 6 o'clock the i r was more real work on Sunday thàn any time else, and when
I told you we threw away 300 fish at the " Bon Accoid " it was on account of askiugour men to work on Sunday morning, and consequently it u :wayt, was very ditficult toget our hands out to work on Sunday . Why I object to extending the time to nridnightSunday would be that the guardians could not see if any fishing was going on . Ibelieve the law should be fixed so all could see if it was enforced . They could see thatno one went out befcre 6 p.m., but could not see if any went out at 1 2 o'clock .Q. Well, if Sunday is worthy of being it holiday, and having work prevented ontha t day --query, why whole day or one-third 1--A . Well, our season is only five or sixweeks ; we have to guarantee so much work to out- hands-so many days' work, theirfood and their taxes .
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lj . Y es ; but, you ente re+l into it speculation in establishing a cannery with all these
things known 1--A . Yes ; but rve feel we are having a liard time to compete with other
parts of the c•oast . If we are pushed too hanl we will have to leave the business .
Alaska tu l d the Columbia River are l iard to compete with, and we should be treated
lil,cr i-a lly, not in such a little trifling .%, ay as to Ixltlier us with a few heurs on Sunday.

Q. (.)h, I don't. think these nlatters are such trifles, they aftéct the whole c 3m-
munity I-A . I would only say that when you have to depend upon the short time--
fnur or five weeks-you cannot stop at such little trifles . Sunday work is often neces-
sary, but we wish to avoid it as much as possible .

Q. Then what you say is the present law is all right ?-A. I have tha laws of the
ndj o ining States here respecting the close seasons. I see the State of '.\'asl,ingtcn has
It weeklv close time fr o m 6 p.m ., Saturday, to 6 p .m ., Monday.

M r. Hu :+:i N s.-\1'ha t is the weekly close time in O regon ?
Mr. Jf UNN.- ( Hend ing front his copy) 1Setw•eén 6 p .nl . on each and every Saturday,

and 6 o'clock in the eve i .ing of the following Monday .
Mr. Iltr,+ ;i ms.-\\'hat ~s the date of that statute vnu have?
\[r. Mtwx.--Eleventh of February, 18 9 1 .

By Mr. 1Vilntot :

Q. I would state that we have evidence here to show that the canners themselves
asked that the close season should commence at 6 o'clock Saturda)• morning and
continue until 6 p .m ., Sunday.-A. Yes ; but we cmisidered that if the Go vernment
was bound to have six hours more than usual, we should have them on Saturday morn-
in g instead of putting them on Sunday night. ----

Q. \\'hat do sou think of an annual close seaswi ?--A . I think the Fraser River
is amply pttiotected now ; I would not advocate any annual close season .

Q. The State of California has a law prohibiting the taking of salmon f rom the lst
o f August to the lst of November. ( JLt \\'ilmot here read extracts from departmental
tile, No. 8478, in re fe re nce to this matter. )

Q . \\'he - do the hmnphacks begin to enter the river?--A . In September, though
it is more difficult to go up the river in low water than when the rocks are
covered . But there is it good deal of diflèrence betw•een the re gulations on the Fraser
River an d those on the Columbia . Ou the Fraser River fishing is limited to tid al
water ; on the other side, I believe, they fish very many miles above tidal water on
the Columbia . On this side--the Fraser River-we have no pound-nets . traps, nor
fish-wheels ; these have never been used here, since 1876 at least, and all are used on
the other side . Then we have had it weekly close time of thirty and thirty-six hours
since 1876, and over there it was never enforceû until two years ago. Now these are
three of the most important things, and which I consider will p rotect the ri : ar against
any possible over-fishing.

Q . But why do the Columbia people say their river has been depleted by over-
fishing 7-A . Well, they have never had the benefit of o ur laws. Then they never kept
one-third of the ri v er open .

Q . Is it kept so here ? -A. Yes ; I believe so always . Then the re is the cost of
llcenses ; thevdon' t have any charge at all . Then we have small meshed nets ; I catl-
not find anything over the re regulating this matter.

Q . Is it not better for the fishermen to have small meshed nets?-A. Yes ; but
C,-ro is a possibility of burdening us down with too much law . We should be t re ated
so as to compete successfully with the Columbia River .

Mr. \Vu,uar.-But I don't think you are being overburdened . I think the can-
ners have been able to make the canning business a most profitable one .

\Ir. ARVSTRovo .-Yes ; I think so too.
The Coinmissio+le rs adjourned at 12 .30 p .m ., to meet at 2 p.m .



Marine and Fisherit38.

The Commission reassembled at 2 p .m. lit the Court-house, New Wethe full board being in attendance. stminster,

Mr. .IIUN\, on being recalle

d Mr. Wti-doT._-- ,~ir. 1Vim► n, you are still uuder exnn)inntion . JL•. Sheriff A1)u-shong is desirous of asking you n few questions .

By dfr. Armstrong :

Q
. Will you kindly tell us what it costs you to put, up a case of sll)no)1, that is the

average cost?--A . Well, if thit question should and tnust be answenxl all right--but I
don't, wish to divulge my business to the world . I don't think I should be asked thatquestion .

Q. Well, it "as been stated here that you can well aflord to put up a cannery at a
cost of a5,000, and make .?20,000 by getting more licenses . Now, how are we. to knowthat ; how aie we to get at the facts if we do not get authentic figures as to cost, ~(c .,from you ?--A. ~Vell, if they did make a big strike out of the twenty llcellseR, it is
certainly by the most favouruble circumstances. It is only once to my knowledge
that a great strike has been made and made with safety.Q. Now, there were cnnneriea put up this year ; was not it in order to earn thosetwenty licenses?-A . Well, partly, and partly because canners had found that their
brand was worth more than their twenty licenses would supply.Q. Well, if they make that many, why decline to give us the figures ?-A . Well,that is the only year. I w ill give information to you In this way : If the marl:et con-tinues as at present-- •

Q. But give us the average for the time you were in the business 1-~~'ell, the
average cost is about $3 .7 .5 the case .

Q . What does it cost to ship them to England, on the average?- Well, I could nottell ; I could not give you all average ; we have damaged cargoes, &c.Q. Well, but your average?-A. I have not figured it up.

what I am dloingt It) will not lot u
s

tli s : ktthnt ?for the Well, , 18 )no» wan
t

the ob
etl th

e st s.1lnu~rt tinEngland has not bien above 18 shillings.
Q. Well, is R3.7 5 a fair cost for getting good returns ?--A . Well, I would not liketo say . I don't think it costs much below that and other expenses will bring the cost

•up 1,1 44 .50, delivered in England. 'I'hen thet•e are reclamations that come back on us
if h„ are not in good condition, &c. Certainly I should say that this extra expense isnot le.s.c than 75 cents a case

. ts go)ng o enforced, I feel it would be foolish for us to rebuild .
Mr. ~i'ttNOr.-Since hearing you this morning I have noticed an article in one of

your papers in connection with the question of fish o ffal-samples which have been sentdown to Ontario f ro m British Columbia and analysed by profe.ssorJames of the Ontario
Department of Agriculture. I will just read it.

Mr. Wilmot proceeded to read extracts from the article which, in the VictoriaColonist of 20th February, 1892, appeared as follows :-

en , w)t 1 an n undant suppJy4 good fresh water, &c ., and naturally I feel anxious to know how we are to be tre,ated ;a.,d if the offal law t ~

Q. Have y. u any clear iden what canners intend to do with the offal this year?-A. I don't know of any arrangement. As far as I am concerned I think, though the"Bon Accord" nc ~ d s to be renewed, I shall not go in it to expend one single dollar upon
the place until the offal question is settled, because if we are obliged to haul offal we
will shut down and go down amongst the others below the city . We will regret this,because the advantages at the " Bou Accord " are excell t 1 b

BY Mr. 1ii,qyins :
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FI8I1 As A T}':RTI1 .1Z1:R .

T IIF. ONTARIO I)F7PAkT\IF\T OF' A OnICU1.TUItF. REPORT UPG\ 11RITISII COLUMBIA sANpLFf+ .- .- .
AY I\nUSTn\ 11'llOSB llE\'ELOPHE\T MEANS VUCII FOR TillB PROI•I\CFJ .

In the annual report of the liepartment of Agriculture of the Province of Ontario,for 1891, the following analysis ap pea rs from the Chemical Laboratory of the Ontario
Agricultural College, (.uelph, by C . C. James, Professor of Chemistry .

Four samples of tish were brought ea.st f ro m British Columbia, by \lr . Alexander
Begg, for the j)urpose of ascertaining the comparative value of each kind . The satnpleswere placed in tin cases, and soldered . They reached Toronto in March, 1891 . Thecases 11•ere numhered 1, 2, 3 and 4 .

No. I rnntuined head and entrails of cvxlfish.
No. 2 contained a w hole dogfish .
No. 3 contained divided salnlon, as cannery refuse.
No. 4 contained 1u hole herrings.
Profesan• Jaules reports that taken flvln the cases as received, they consisted of the

fullolv iug :-

I 2 3 4
Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '70•11 77•17 77•0I 77•50
Dry tuatter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29•89 22-83 22-96 23•50

By thoroughly drying, as far as was possible, the amount of water was reduced to
about.four per cent, so that in (Irving the material was reduced to about one-fourth of
its original l%-eight . The dried material gal•e the following by analysis :-

1 2 ` 3 . -1
R'ater . . . . . .

.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-91 5-76 2-08 7• 48

Ash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17•62 18•48 13•54 10•15
Olganic• matter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76•47 75-76 8I•38 82 •3 7

100-00 100-00 100-00 100-00

Oil- orfat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27-21 25•55 66•95 18•29
Nitrogen . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . 6•32 7-80 5•55 - 7-96
Phosphoric acic : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 • 7 0 6-67 1 • 79 2-72
Potash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0•36 0•51 0•58 0-21

If the materials were deprived of their oil or fat and manufactured into a dried,
well powdered fertilizer, without the admixture of anything foreign or additional, it
would have about the following composition, as far as its most valuable fertilizing con-
stituents are concerned :--

1 2 3 4
R'ater. . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10•00 10•00 8•00 10'00
Nitrogen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8•50 10-00 12-00 0•50
Phosphoric acid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7-50 8-60 11 • 00 3-50
Potash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •50 -50 1-00 -30

An analysis by Arendt of Norwegian fish scrap gave of-

.lloisture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 per cent.
ritrogen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10}
Phosphoric acid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 °
Organic matter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

2 Ashes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2

_ Other samples have shown more phosphoric acid (13 to 15 per cent) and less
nitrogen (8{ to 9 per cent) . Some of them were scrap that had been steamed to remove
the oil .
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It will thus be srm that a most excellent fertilizer can be produred front any one or
all of tice fish refuse sent here for aiutlysis, by (a) extracting the fat or oil, (6) removingthe excess of moisture by drying, (c) thoroughly pulverizing

. The fertilizer taus pro-
duceci would be rich in nitrogen and phosphoric acid, but would be deficient in potash

.To make a complete fertifiz3r of it an addition of sulphate of potash might be made
.Without the complete extraction of oil and salt and effective drying, a finelv puherizec

guano cannot be obtained

. \'or•whgian fish potash guano thus produced contains as follows, accoiYling to Dr
.Griffith's "Artiticial Jlanures" :-

Corl and Herring and
Yotash. Yotaah .

Nitrogen equal to nuntuonin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7-00 7 • 05Phosphates (fish twne) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 • 00 8-00Potash (su1 ihate) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13•00 15 •001lagnesia . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . 10 - 00 10-00Sundry matter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1•00 1•00Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . n•00 5•00

These fish guanos are shipped frurn Jansen's works in the ledixlen Islands (Nur_
way), and conveyed to England" and, accoYling t

.-) the San,, authority, English fishguanos (without potash) sell from , #; -5 10s . to #;ù per ton . American fish and potash sellsat from $25 to $35 per ton
. Potash and phosphates are added to the fish refuse, and

they contain from 2!, to 44 per cent of nitirogen
; from 3 to 13 per cent of *hosphoi•icacid, and from 3 to fi per cent of potash .

Prof. Storer, of the Agricultural Department, of Harvard, in his " Agriculture in
some of its Relations to Chemistry," says 111 The American fish guano is a product
obtained incidentally in the manufacture of oil from a coarser sort of herring called the
menhaden or pogy." Mr. Watt, of Aberdeen, in the' rep,rt of the transactions of the
Highland Agricultural Society of Scotland, for 188 6, page 203, says :"The oil from tt.eherring is serviceable for a great many industrial purposes-for the preparation of leather,
in the treatment of vegetable fibres prior to spinning, in the manufacture of soap (which
is the great_use to which the analogous menhaden oil is turned in America), and for
lubrication and burning. "

Professor James says in relation to the commercial value of the material, that
"from one ton of undried refuse and herrings there should be obtained at least 100
pounds of oil, and perhnps much more

; and from 400 to 500 pounds of fish guano or
fertilizer-the latter worth between $20 and $30 per ton, or the ton of raw fresh
material should produce oil and fertilizer worth at least $1 .5, and perhaps $20. On thisquestion of value of production, Mr. Watt speaks as follows :"From 10 tons of averageherrings in the fishing sèNson there would be obtained 1 j tons of oil perhaps, and twotons of fish guano. If, say, 300 gallons were obtained; which is a moderate estimate,
and the price 2 shillings a gallon, which might probably be realized, the oil of 10 tonsof
fish woulcl"produce £30 . Then there would be two tons of guano at £10 per ton. Thus,if estimates are at all trustworthy, something like £5 a ton might be realized through
the manipulation of herrings as a raw material of oil and manure

." The above value of
£5 is, perhaps, too high for this country, but making allowance for that, our valuation
of $15 to $20 per tûn will not be much astray .

COYCLCyto\-FCom the consideration of the whole question, I am of the opinion
that the manufacture of the refuse into fertilizer is strongly to be recommended
because : -

1st. It will thus utilize a by-prociuct that otherwise is a total loss .2nd. It will prevent the waters from being contaminated .
3rd . Its proper management must tend toward .i a more healthful surrounding.•(th . Its return to the soils of the farm will partly offset the q•aste of our cities by

sewerage carried to the lakes and rivers .
5th . If properly handled it will pay well .
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I'roni-the great importance of this question to the health of the community, the

welfare of the fishing industry, and the progress of agriculture, I have endeavoured to
reply at this length .

[Profe.csor James is entitled to the best thanks of the people - of British Columbia
for his able and exhaustive report on a subject of so much interest to the province, as
well as to the rçst of the Dominion. On inyuiry it is found that the Minister of
Agriculture for Ontario had the analysis made at the Agricultural College free of any
charge. It is further learned that 3Ir. Begg procured the samples of fish ana took them
to Toronto at his own expensu. ]

- Nlr. Mv :vx .--That gentleman undertakes to say that it would pay well . We should
only be too happy to have that man's capital interested in the business . Besides that,
if it is a contamination to the water, &c., if it is well that it should be used, why not go
up the river and take the salmon that are found dead 1•There are a great mauy of them
and I think there would be more money in it than there would be in taking the offal
from the canneries . I would suggest this . We are anxious tp have the regulations
established on some permanent basis . From year to year we are in jeopardy-we don't
know the ntmtber of licenses we will get, tive, ten, or forty . It was varied in'89-some had
forty, some eighteen,arrd soon accowling to the previous pack -the number was different .
Last year, for instance, we had to order our material in October and the regulations for
fishing were adopted in May, and, that I contend, was not giving our industry fair play,
and the sooner it is settled the better .

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q. Do you think all canneries should have the same number of licenses ?-A . I
don't believe in establishing any number, eithtr for the canneries or for individuals .

Q. But if an establishment were made should all have the same number ?-A. No ;
that would not he equity-I think not. -

Q. Then the person building the most extensive establishment should get the most i
-A. Yes, I think it man putting up a big establishment would be in a better position
to put up a better article .

By Mr . Wilmot r

Q. Then a big cannery puts up a better article than a small one 4-A . No, not
necessarily, but it is a well-known fact that a person doing an immense business
has more opportunities for making the article he is putting up a first-class article, and
that his goods are well thought of in the market .

Q. Well, Mr. Munn, I think we have questioned you quite at length now-is there
anything further you would wish to present to us 9-A. I can think of nothing further
just at present .

P. McTIERNAN, Indian Agent, of New Westminster, a resident of British Colum •
bia for thirty-four years, was duly sworn . '

Mr. .licTrFSVA,,' .-The reason of, may coming here th .ore you is that I want to
make representations on behalf of the Indians of this country to the effect that they are
not fairly treated . There are about 3,000 or 3,500 Indii<ns fishing on the Fraser Rive r
and they have only forty licenses . Now, they bitterly complain about this, and I come
before your Commission to see that you rectify this in some manner. They should get
at least 100 licenses .

By Mr . t-Vilmot r

Q. If the licenses are unlimited and all fishermen and British b' t t l 'su -ec ge toenses,
they would come under the same rule as others 9-A . But thore are only forty - licenses
granted at present ; I have nothing more to say.
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By Mr. Biggins :

Q . Well, but are they prohibited from fishing 9-A. ph, no ; they fish a day's work
-the forty can sell fish to the canneries, while the others are obliged to work for the
canneries at per (lay's pay. Some Indians make $600 or $800 ri,year and perhaps some
$1,000 a year-that is those who have lice~LU4, and those who have not come . .oine withpurely nothing, and really these Indians are the hone and sinew of the country and they
spend their money in the country t(x) .

By 31r. Wiltnot :
Q. They are preferable to Chinamen, are they not 9 - -A. Ugh-(laughter)-there isnot the slightest comparison .

By Mr. ltiggins :

Q. How is it they make more money than those who do not hold licenses T-A .
Because they sell their fish for 10 cents, or whatever the price may be, and the men
,who work .by the clay get $1 .25 or $1 .50 only . Now, I could tell you that at Langley
where they are a numerous and fine able-hodiëd lot of inen, there is not one license, and
the few licenses that are given are given to Indians of Coquitlam at Kitse .

By Mr . Wilmot :

~ might read for your i nformation that this is the present statute :-
Nishing by means of nets or other apparatus without leases or licenses from theMinistar of Marine and Fisheries, is prohibited in all waters of the Province of BritishColurr bia .

°• Provided always that Indians shnll at all times have liberty to fish for the purpose
of provit~ing food for themselves, but not for sale, barter, or traftic, by any means otherthan drift nots or spearing. "

Now this means if they ask for licenses they will be placed on the tame basis aswhite men, but if fishing at all times for themselves they must not enter into competitionwith the white mh. . You see the intention is that the Indians being the first people ofthe country, they weregiven the privilege of fishing for theirown use, but if they wishedto get into trade and become i regular fisherman, they must take out licenses .

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q . How many out of the 3,000 Indians would be able to provide themselves with aboat and net 1-A. I could not say-that would be left to themselves . I think at leaston h 1 1 h'

for

e an( rec on t e braser Rrver would so provide themselves .

pa , n ey on y get ty while the cannerymen get a large number: . Itell you, gentlemen, it is a veryhard matter, and I hope something can be done to improve
it . Thank you, gentlemen, that is all I have to say. I simply came here to speak forthe Indians. -

Q. In all the fishery laws of the Dominion the Indian is given priority over the
white marr, that is an Indian may fish without a license as long as he does not trade or
barter 4-A. But that is just what the Indian wants -he wants licenses so as to sell .- Q. But the number being limited the Indians only get forty, but if the number was
extended to all, everybody would get it 9-A . But you see the Indians are entitled before
any other rtieF d th 1

By Mr. i•Vilmot : •
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(IEOIi( :N ItOLLIDAY, it native of Sci►tland,now residing in New Nostminster and
living in Rriti s h Columbia since 18 ,58 , was duly sworn .

11J .1lr. N'il,not :

\1'ell, sir, we shall he obliged if you will etmte co!lcisely what you wish to say ?-A .
\Vell, gentlemen, I have very little to say except that we, as fishermen of British Colum-
bia, would like to have an even show with the cannerynlen . They have had the advan-
tal;e since the litnit was placed upon the nutuber of licenses. Some few years ago there
were :~00 licenses issued. The canners got 350 and the fishermen got 150-that is
ostensibly they got 1 5 0, but I beg to rifler with that statement about their getting 1G0
---the freezers, the ship}xra and the market-men all had to conte o ut of that, which is
somethin}; like thirty or forty-and the Iudinng twi, they had to come ont of it and whom
I don't consider leg► tiu ► ate tishertuen of the river it . all . The Indians never before took
out more than three or four or five or six llcenses, as can be seen from the returns--
they came down here and Hshed for the cttnneries, and now as soon its ever a limit was
put on they cinw-d in to get these licenses, and as the Indiatl Agent has just said they
get forty, nrd these forty are almost c quivalent to giving forty more licenses to the can-
neries, 4ecalise very fe;v Indians-one in ten--have their own boats and nets. The
canners pay the license fee and the Ir. dGiu ► goes and fishes for the cannery for ~% hatever
they like to pay him- ,o this is just like ;ri~~ :ng then ► to the canneries . If you deduct
the-se we have very few left and the canners then with plenty of licenses have command
of the river . Now, all we want is to take the monopoly front the canners and give us a
fair shako with the ► n and so we can get fair prices for out, fish . Last year we got fair -
prices because we had sonie little trouble with them . This thing about licenses-there
has nover been any t rouble until the limir, was put on . T' re is a great numbet• of men
here who used to fi sh for the canneries. They all want lianses now since the liruit has
been put on . Our great t rouble is with the canneries and we have complained because
they can close us down at any time .

Q . Then yotu- view of the nlatter is that these forty licenses, stated as being obtained
by Indians, are really the property of the canneries?-A. Almost wholty the property of
the canners because they are the men who go to the off - •: and pay for theso mens
licenses, and of course you know when they pay for the license they will see that ternis
are made to get the money back .

Q. Then the canneries have complete control?-A. Of course ; people have to fi sh
for the cannerie s, there is no doubt of it the canners give them the best they can, but
the canners every year meet and have an understanding, and they bind themselves not
to give over a certk, n price for the fish, and of course they have command of the river,
seeing they have almost all the licensa, as you can see by taking seventy from the
whole number. On my license last year there was a notice that no more than 500
would 1,e issued-alow, there were more is.sued. - '

Q. To whom ?-A. To these new canneries . Not one put up a can bu t they go t
licenses. This all hurts the fishermen and the river. -

Q. Then it is an actual fact that the new canneries did not perform work in them I
--A. Well, I cannot say from my own knowledge, but I never hearrl of one putting
up one can . They may Lave done, it is more than I ever heard of ; in fact I have
ahvays understood they were not in working condition .

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q. 1~'hat you heard is no evidence ?-A . Well, of my o, -
that if they had been working I would have known it.

By Mr. M!ntot :

Q. Why do you say an Indian should net have a license ?-A. I do not say he
should not have a license, but if he cannot pay for it it is equivalent to giving i t
to the canneries .
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Q. But if it is given to all ?-A. Oh, well, if to all why gi % •e to the Indian too liehas as much right .
Q. How about transient men ?-=r1 . Well, I understood the limit was put on tokeep this floating population away .
Q. But some do get licenses, don't they ?-A. No ; I don't think so. I only knowof one, and he could hardly be called that-he used to live here--lie is gone awaQ. But one of the chief complaints is that (; ► eeks and Italians, and otherforeigners get licenses ?=--A . Well, I have not heard of it.

By Mr. Armstrong .-
Q. But, would not tl lese Indians be liable to sell their licenses to the canneries?--A. Well, I don't see it in that way ; a man cannot sell a thing that he ' ..1s not,The cannerymen go and pay for them ; it is done through the office :

By Mr. hliggins r
Q. Do they get them in the naines of certain men, or in their naines 7---A . InIndian names, and the canners hold the licenses .
Q. Then you think it a fraudulent transaction to get licenses in another's nunie?-- ~

A. Certainly ; there is fr.iud in it, but the Indian is interested in it and luis got to
fish .

By Jlr. Anu .vh•ony :

Q. Do you think every British subject ought. to have a license who applies for it I-A. No ; I don't think so. .

By d/r . Wttuiot :

Q. Why ?-A. Because there would not be room on the river.Q . Well, but would not chose who found it unprofitable step out?-A . True ; butone has to make ge.xr, &c.
Q. How would you limit the matter ?---A . Put the licenses high on outsiders ; $50or $100, and then they will not come in .
Q. What do You think of the offal that is put in the river?--A . I beliAVe offal has

more or less evil effeets on the river. It contaminates the water, and keeps fish more or
less from coming up the river . I know that even the most voracious fish-the dog•fish-
if you come to put that on the fishing grounds you will drive your fish away. Salmon
are a much more, delicate fish, and lives in fresh water on suction, and it must find this
offal bad ; still at the same time it may help the salmon . It collects the amall fish in
great numbers, chub, perch, &v. They collect in great numbers at the shoots where the
offal comes in, and the Chinamen are able to catch them in great numbers . Everyone
knows that this offal fis'i is bad for the salmon ova on the spa wning beds, and if great
numbe ►s of thcse nre destroyed it must help the spawning of the salmon .Q. Are the young fish that eat up this offal accustomed to go up on the spawning
béds ; do you think this customnrTy ?-A. I think they do go up to the spawning beds ;
it is net so far to the Harrison River, which is a great spawning hed ,

Q . What size are these small fish?--A. Two or three inches up to twelve or
fourteen. _

Q. What effect, from a sanitary point of view, do you think the ofial has?=A . I
think it is bad in suri nier time when large quantities are in the river .

Q. Have you had any experience of the bad effects of ofïgl getting into nets at the
mouth of the riverl-A . No.

- Q. Do you think it is injurious to fish entering at the mouth of the river?-A .No ; I don't know .
Q. But voracious fish like dog-fish, pike, Sc., would eat it largely, but salmon, you

think, it would affect 2-A. Yes ; I think so. They are more delicate altogether .
Q . Are you aware salmon invariabl_v enter rivers with purer water than other fish

-A. Well, so far as my experience goes in regard to fish, we always consider the
49
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salmon come back t o its own rivers, so mul 'i so, that in Scotland we can tell to which
river the sal ►non hdiunged . These fish when in the wrong river turn and go out
a);ain .

Q. Then the infer. ire to be dra w n from your statement is that if the Fraser
Hiver is polluted with too much offal it will prevent fish to a certain extent from
coming in the river?-A . I have thought so, but there are such large quantities of fish
co►ninK in one cannot tell . In latter years there has been a run of sockeyes coming in
after what is called the sockeye run is over-between the spring salmm n run and the
colwes. You can tell the fish-•they should have been on the spawning grounds from tlteir
ap}xa ► a nce. Tw elve or thirteen years ago I do not remember catching any of the-se fish,
now w e do.

Q. What do you think of the close season ?-A : I think it quite necessary, so far as
the weekly close tu iw goes.

Q. What do you think of all ►uinunl close season ?--A. I don't think it at all neces-
sa ►y on this river, because fish are going up pretty nearly the whole year, and as long its
they are goinl; up you are not interfering with the spawning g rounds whatevc•r.

Q. What depth of net do you fish w ith 7-A . Sometimes forty, fifty, and sixty
meshes, nccording to the places where I an ► fi shing.

Q . Do you fish at the m outh of the river?-A. Largely, but I fish e ll over .
Q. Why at the mouth of the river ?-A . Because fish come there fi rst w u l have all

to 1Hiss me before they get up to any other persons-that would be quite an objecb.
Q . Do, you think too much fishing at the mouth of the river would have a tendency

to scatter the fish ?-A. It might, but there are so many little sloughs when the tide
cumes in, that plenty can & .1 up.

Q. But if all were tilled with nets?-A. But they can't do that-they are full of
snags and you could not put the nets there-statiunary nets might do it, but we are not
allowed their use .

Ity. 3fr. Iliygina :

Q. You think to a certain extent o ffal is injurious to fish ?-A . Well, I don't know
-- in some ways it helps them and in some ways it is injurioue .

Q . lit what way does it help them ?-A . Because it gives a chance for Chinamen to
destroy a lot of these little fish that otherwise would do harm to the spawning beds .

Q. Now, if this offal is injurious to the fish by contaminating the water, &c., what
are we to say of the ( lead and dying fish that come down in such large numbers ?-A .
Oh, well, I don't know .

Q. Have you ever been up the river?-A . Well, Mr. Higgin s, I have been up and
do w n since 1858 . I have seen lots of dead fish at Yale but never so many as they talk
about, except the humpbacks in October. I have seen them going up to spawn so thick
that you would really think you could walk across on their backs they were wedged
in so thick . In the struggle to get up and in their m ►ire or less exhausted condition of
course mnny died, but this thing of all the fish dying that go up the river before they
spawn is all rot . '

Q. Did you know the late Inspector of Fisheries, Mr . Thomas TH owat ?-A. Yes,
I knew him .

Q . Well, if Dlr. Mowat sta ted twenty-five per cent of the fish lived to get back, or
if lie said only - fi ve per cent lived to get back, would it be correct?-A . No, sir, I don't
believe him. I have been fishing longer than air . Mowat. I am it practlc$l man and I

don't believe it.
(Mr. Higgins then read extracts from a letter front Mr . Mowat to Judge Swan, in

which Mr. Mowat stated his belief that not more than twenty-five per cent of the fish
entering the river for spawning purposes and which were allowed to spawn, lived to f ;et
back to sea . )

By Mr. 1Filmot :

Q. Have you ever seen many fish here floating down the river dead ?-A . Oh, in
fishing you will often get a number, that is towards the latter part of the run you will
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get odd ones, but very few soekoyes . There is a, fish coming in•-the ,deg- sahuon orquallah "-at fi rst it h, very bright but after a while . it gets covered with fungus andlook as if they were rotten . These and the hu ► upl ►ncks are worse•lookiag coming down
are dead, but t1 éÿ a re al

the
o though looking arotten1e ►► S3ockéye ls though usoldrin g

t

o elxt
fish

ckunless wounded or hurt.
Q . But have you ever seen good, sound salmon in June, Jul y , or August floatingdown dead ?-A. I have seen an odd one that has dropped out of the net--a heavy onewill occasionally drop out of the net.
Q. But you have never seen any numbera of salmon floating down the river dea dA . I have seen dead ones once in a while .
Q . Have you known any quantity of salmon being thruwn away 9-A . Not in laterycn ►:s ; in former years a great number we re thrown away, but not , lately . Four years -ago there was a very large run of fish . They got too many on hand and they asked us -

to stop for a day or two, and we stopped to give them a chance to clear up the
cannery, & c .

Q. Then you say they threw away fish some years ago, but not now ?----A . Yes, butnot now.
Q. What about the spring salmon-they are white and red, are they not? Whatis done with the white?-A . They a re generally given away to the Indians. We oftensalt them and sell them for what we can get.

By Mr. Higgins :
Q. You know the steel-head 7-A. Yes, what we call the salmon trout .Q. Are they very destructive ?--A. I consider them a salmon and one of the sahuon

family, only just a dit%rent species. They are a superior fish and some esteetn them the
finest fish that came into this iver. The canners don't care about using theru for the -
simplé reason that the bone of the steel-head is harder than others and requires more
boiling and therefore cannot, be put up with other fish .

Q. Are trout injurious to spawn 7-A . Yes, I know trout are .Q. Then should tile trout be cleaned out ?-A. Well as far as salmon are concerner~l,
but, I don't think the anglers would like that

. Well,

Mr. Hicr►► is .-Never mind the anglers ; wo are here to look after the fishermen .
l3y 3trs Nihno!

Q. Do you think trout destroy spawn by eating it? --A. No ; I think »ot ; I don'tthink they eat it.
Q. The humpback salmo ►t--they are caught along with the last run of sockeyes, are

they not 7-A. Well, they come in after the sookeyes-in between them and the col ► oes.Q. When humpbacks are caught along with sockeyes what are done with th ehumpbacks?-A . Oiy they are thrown away-you cannot do anything with thetn .Q. Are they numerous7--A . Well, some years they are. I don' t know whether
they are of the sanie salmon family-the male is not at all like the salmon, though the
female is. The ► nale has a great hump and the scales are different, being as fine as any
trout scales .

Q . Do you know that salmon undergo great changes in the river to what they aria
in the sen ?---A . Yes ; but these fish are very changed, there is but little difference .Q. Then the humpbacks are sacrificed for a few sockeyés 7-A . Yes ; for sockeyesand cohoes. They conie in differently from the salmon-they come in everv third year,
not every fourth year like the sockeye. Then they conté in so strong you ►ire glad to
get rid of them in the best way you can, for they destroy your netj .- ,

Mr .1V1r.a ► ar .--(}entlemett, I maysay that I ask these questionsfor knoµ ledgo, asIam
not aware of the habits of these fish, and it has been represented to the department that
great numbers of these fish are thrown away because they are not used for canning pur-
poses, and I desire to find out for the department all the information we can gather in
connection with the sources of fish food in British Columbia rivers .Mr. Htau ► vs and 11fr. AnatsraoNa.-Certainly, Mr. Wilmot, certainly.
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;11r. IIoLr,IUw.-.-\lx,ut the h umpback, it is not that they are th rown nwny simpl y
because canners will notuse them--thoy are of no use toanyone else,exoept the Indian ,.
They p re fer them to nnyother of the salmon fishas, but the white people won't have them.

By Mr. Il'if,aot :
Q. Are you of the o pinion that young salmon would bd at all engaged in eating up

ofinl under the eanneries?-A . I ne •. . ; - any of them . I have seen them haul up these
little fish and pile them up by the bu,_* _ , sfil, but I never saw any young salmon among
them .

Q. Well, now, sir, hnve you anything fnrther you desire to state 7---A . No ; I think
not . I think I have touched on all the points of importance in the industr,v.

Mr. \\'ILAfOT.-Very well, thank you, sir, that will do .

1) . H . POItT, a native of Ontario, .a resident of Now Westminster for five years,
and a fish_dealer, was duly sworn .

By Mr. Wilnlot :
Q. Well, Mr. Port, we will be pleased to hear what you have to say.--A, Well, I

have not prepared anything particular to say, but if you have any questions to ask me
on any matters, I would prefer it that way and I will state my views as I go along.

Q. Very well, sir. Now, what are your views as to the disposal and effects of the oflal
in the rivcr1-A. As aHécting the fish business, I don't think it is detrimental to the
river. The river is very cold and pr ~ty swift, and the offal is c .arried down to sea .

Q . You are from Ontario, are you not'1---A ' Yes; sir.
Q. Is the river colder titan rivers in Ontario ?-A . Yes, much colder.
Q. Have you any knowledgè of the temperature of rivers in Nova 8cotia an$ New

Brunswick ?-A. No, not any great knowledge, but I think it colder tliiin eastet•n rivers,
except some mountain streams .

Q. Can you say anything in regard to the comforts and convenience of the inhabi-
tants-that is, in connection with this offal 7-A . N'ell, I can't say much on that suh-
ject ; I have not observed it from that point of view, but I don't think it would affect
any one.

Q. Have you fished at the mouth of the river 1-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you seen oftal there in the nets 7-A . No, sir .
Q. It is then, you think, non-injurious as far as fish are concerned 7-A. Not as far

as fish are concerned . I don't know anything about it from a sanitaiy point of view .
Q. What is your view of the limitation of nets 7 Should there be a limitation to

canners or to fishermen 7-A . I van simply give my opinion . I thirk that the protec-
tion of certain men or canners by limiting the p^ivileges of the river to them is unwise .
I think if the industry will not pay a man to work, either as a fisherman or in It cannery,
no one will work at it long.

Q . Then you think the license system should be thrown open to all?-A. Well, no,
not to all, but to all residents and British subjects, with the judicious supervision of the
inspector.

Q . Would you say that individual fi shermen fishing with one boat should get a
li cense, or would you, give the privilege to all to get as many licenses as they liked 7-
A. Well, I think if the canneries have the privilege of putting out as many boats as
they like, the fishermen should have the same privilege .

- Q . But has cap ital no special privilege?-A . Oh well, a cannery wonld not spend
anything more than they can make profits out of any more . than the markets would
whaf-théÿcould affoni .

Q. But if the canneries had 100 licenses each, could they no . get all the fish they
wanted ?-A . Y es, but they would have to employ labour to get them.

Q . But would they not be in a position to control the whole fisheries of the river 7--
A. Oh, I don't think so-they have never done that in the past-before the liqiit wa s
put on the cannerymen had the same rights--the thing would find its own level .
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you breed .

Q. Do you think the first run coming up should be bred? Do you believe in arti-
ficial breeding?-A . Yes, I do ; but I don't know if it makes much diti'erence which kind

canner es e 1t, or if not filled they have done work .

' I ` By 3fr. Il'ili>io! :

Y Iect,and every canueryman should be able to get as many hcenses as the y wish . If fls h su ermenare en l erprising and can afford to run two or three rigs, why, let them .
Q. But would not all combined be too much for the river to stand 1---A . Well, the(lovenmient could look after that--the remedy would be the clcse tiuie.
Q. That is just what this Commission is for . We want to get the amount of fishing

on the river that is safe for the fishery ?-A. ~~'ell, everyone wants to get licenses, but,this is owing W the limit put upon them ; they have, in consequence, a fictitious value
and everyone naturally wants W get one. . I was here in 87-'88 and tlien everyirody
who wanted a license could get one .

Q. Is the principlo not in vogue hero that a cannerynrnn gels out his own supplies
of licenses, say twenty, and then sends in names of Indians and others and usoi them forthe cannery 1--f1 . ~1'ell, I suppose they do advance money to a good many tishermen .

Q. Then there is a sort of barter or sale of licenses after they are issued ?-A. Yes,there is .
Q . 1)o you think it is wise to have a Sunday close sea.son?---A . l'es, sir.
Q . Do yo» think it sufficient as it is now 1-A. I think it sufficient as at present,

under existing circumst:ances-if the boats were double the close season would have to
be enlarged .

Q. Then too excessive tishing would injure the river 'f-A . Yes ; I think too much
would hurt it . I think this : the amount of salmon actually caught by boats in this
river ,iud used, as far as we can find out f rom the fishery office returnv, is very, very
small in comparison with the numbers that go up the river .

Q . What record have you of those that go up the river?-A . Only our observation .
Q . But no facts l-A. No ; I suppose a o(.uple of millions of salmon would cover

everything that is caught, even in it year like 1889, and yet that must be but a part of
those that go ou 111).

Q. How do you know ?----A . I speak of observation in the matter. In '89 I was up
the river-at the hast station on the river-and I know snlmon were so thick there that
the few that were taken out was simply nothing .

Q. What do you think of an . annual close season ?-A . I don't think it would '
apply here, as we are never allowed to fish on the spawning beda .

Q . Neither are they anywhere else ?--A . Well, what I mean is the salmon only run
in certain times---thesoc'teye in July and August, and the weekly close time I consider
at present sufficient, and after the end of August the run is pretty well over and the

fil l

Iman -A. 10, t thuik i t should be this way
1 r~ s ~: ever fishermnn ancl it 't' 1 b

Q. Then do you think one license should go W the canner and one W each tisher-.

any benefit to the river ?-A . Well I

I Q
. Is the freezing business growing or decreasing?-A . It is increasing, though i t

the freezmg process that is not the case?-A . No, sir.
Q. In the canning business a largo proportion of the fish is thrown away ; with

Q. You havo no offal, then?-A . No, sir, none at all .
Q. The whole fish goes away then does it not?-A. Yes ; they go away whole .

Q. The fish that are caur lit for you are frozen?-A . Frozen or shinned in ice.

Q. How many. licenses had you last year ?-A . Ten.
Q. What as 1-A . A freezer.

Q. Do yoü
-
fish yourself or employ others ?--A . I employ others.

work, but I have not'been here as long yet as others W see
o t e hatchery w warrant the continuance and perhap.~ even the extension of th e

cannot say clearly on the subject ; hôwever, I think that enough has been proven in favour
f i t

ias been difhcult this hast year W no our work .
Q . Do you ship spring or sockeye salmon ?--A . Spring salmon .
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. i ge s a)etter price for Ihe whole fish . Well, Mr. Port, have you
anything further to tell us?-A. No, I think not just now.
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Q. What do you do with white salmon ?-A . NVell, they are of little value--we sell
them .

Q. What are done with the white otip caught in the net ?-A . There is no discri-
mination .

Q. flow do'you tell before bringing the salmon in ?-A . The différence cannot very
well be told without cutting theiu to see--though sonie fishermen can tell .

Q. What is your opinion as to what is done with white s ;hnon caught in the netam.l known to be white ?--Well, very few are thrown away-not 10 per cent of white
aie caught. We have found out during the last few years that so many white salmon
come up in the fall that we don't fish the run. If circumstxnces were suc :h as we could
get white salmon in competition with codfish, or other cheap fish, we might do something,
but the carriage is so great we cannot compete with the low grades of fish .

Q. Then your business; doe$ not hurt the river with any otl'nl ?--A . No, sir.Q. You are not engaged in the canning business ?-A . No ; entirely in the freezingline. I have been listening to the discussion to-day and two or three times it lais touched
upon the fish (lying after• going up the river, and I would like to say it word upon that .In Mr. \fowat's letter I think you stated that lie contented that salmon going to the
8elkirk Mountains do no!. return. I must bear him out in that . I don't think that 10per cent or 1 :i per cent come back from those high waters . The fish that do not go so
far I think return in greater numbers .

Mr . WIt.IMoT.---As evidence our overseers have marked fish which have been found
next year.

By Mr. Armstrong : .
Q . Do you consume all the fish you catch with tell Iwats ?-A. It. most cases I (li d

mainly-for a week or two during the height of the sockeye run it would boimpossible
to consume them all .

Q. What do you do with them ?-A . We use all we can and then lay up our lofits
if the quantity brought in is too great .

By Mr. jVilmot :
Q. What might you get per pound for the salmon you send east to Toronto?-A .It runs from 12 cents up to 30 cents.
Q. Then an eight pound fish would be 96 cents . Now, if that same fish were canned

it would be worth about 40 or 50 cents, would it, not? 'Now, it appears the freezer not
only makeg no ofi'al h t t 1

JOHN BUIE a resident of New Westminster, was duly sworn .

By Mr. . 'ilmot :
Q. It has been stated, Di r. Buie, that y ou eau give some information upon the questions

under consideration here . Are you prepared to give us it -if not, perhaps you would
prefer being questioned ?-A. Well, it might be hetter to ask me the questions .

By Mr . .Siggins :
Q. -You were formerly fishery guardian, were you not?--A. Yes, for a number ofyears .

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. What are your views as to the th rowing in of the oflhl, Mr . 13uie?-A. Well,really »>y views did not coincide w ;th M r . Mowat's . My own views are that it is almostimpossible that it can be detrimental to fish. As a nuisance to the inhàbitants, that

is another matter, but I do not think it is hurtful to fi sh . Last night I was here and
heard some stating that it was detrimental to fish, and I made it little calcul4tion .
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Knowing the amount of water that goes down the river, I cons-der that the offal would
not be one•half an eunce to a tank full of water the size of this room--(the Commission
was sitting in a large room),-- and that pure runni„h water that does not go above 50degrees in the summer time opposite this city .

the fish are coming in, and befure high water the fish ate bound to commue in-before,

Q. I suppose you are aware that a drop of prussic acid, if put in n bucket of water
would have a had effèct9---A. Yes ; but I still think that that would be even a biggerproportion than the ofTi►1 in the river. It has :, width of over 900 yards and over a
depth of 20 feet and flows at the into of four miles an hour.

Q. Then all the fish that (lie ttp the rivers would not affect it either 1- .A . It might
affect it if on the spawning beds, but I cannot imagine flow it can affect fish life in the
river below here .

Q. But it might be injurious from a sanitary point of view-for instance, where
offal lodges 1-- A . That is my conclusion .

Q. Have you known of its effects upon nets at the mouth of the river 1---A . I
never heard of complaints till last night. It is possible it might so affeot the net .4, butI never hezrd of it ,

Q. What do you think of the limitation of licenses on the Fraser River 1--A. Well,
when I was on the river for about it year I thought then the river was liable to be over-
fished, but the more I qtw of fishing and the manner and way it, was conducted, and the
more I lecawe acquainted with the Praaer, I thought the danger was less than I had
imaginetl .

Q . Why clid you chnngeyour mind on that question 1-A, IkcauSe I used to think
the nets would drag nearer the bottotu, but. nfter I saw nien fishingI saw it wns in,possible
to prevent the snlmon ccrning in at the mouth of the river, no mattcr how tnany lxu ►ts
they put on . Each boat that undertakes to drift but wants a clear way and you cannot
put them beyond a certain closeness .

Q . Then the nets ro matter how placed would not prevent enough fish from reach-
ing the spawning beds 1--A . Well, of coursc, they ara thinned out. --they niust be. The
question is, what would be the porcentage of all the fish that ecm,e in that would be
enough for breeding purposes . Whatever the decrease may ',e and however small the
tvn it would be a surprise to the Commission if they were at Harrison River and see the
ntuuherc coming to spawn . The little lake looks also as if simply covered and the fish
seem innumerable .

Q . Then you think the present amount of fishing by nets anywhere on the river is
not severely dettïmental, but to an exteitt it is detrimental 9-A . No ; I would not say
that-I think it not at all detrintental .

Q . Well, you say scarcely er,ough go up to breed 7--- A . No, I don't say that .
Q . Would you consider it detrimental if its mruty again of licenses were issued on

the river ?-A. Well, I think the number of licenses issued does not control thenmount
of fish at all . Now, out on the sand heads they are just its thick as they can be whe n

they catinot get through on account of the nets, but once they get in the river, they are
in the channels too deep for the nets to catch them .

Q. Would it be detri 'ruentRl if 1,200 licenses were issued-say there are 600 no w
A. Well, 1h Wilmot, you clon't understand it . If there was room for 1,200 nets the y
could fish the river,just as well as now, and I don't think it wouldbe tnjur,ous ; it would
be simply compelling them to have rqore boats and nets and not catching more fish.

Q. You would have no limitation then, either to canners, freezers or fishet•me n
A . I would not say there should be any limitation--it is not required . Let them have
its many licenses as the people w•ant, both canners, freezers and fishermen .

Q. What do you think of the Sunday close tinte °,-- A . If there is any doubt of the
number of boats overfishing the river, the weekly close tinte would compensate for it.
I believe in the Sunday close season, that is even if that number of nets would have an
injurious effect, the Sunday close season would open the gate for the fish anyway .
Perhaps I may make myself plainer by saying that the Sunday close -eason and also
the close season for soekeyes as now, would be q'uite sufficient for insuring a suflicienM
number of fish for going up the river .
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Q. Well, then, how about all annual close season ?-A. \Vell, the fish in passing

up in the sanie day get beyond the fishing limit before spawning. There is a close
season for sockeye-salmon now and which I think is a very good thing in protecting
the last run of sockeyss that come in . We had in one year, from the ?nth August to
15th September, or all of September . These were instructions from the department,
and it was stipulated in the licenses for some years .

Q. You are acquainted with the description of nets used, are you not, Mr . Buie?--A. Yes ; I know them .
Q, I' ive and a half inches extension-that is the law, is it not ?--A . l'es ; that isthe law. It is the best mesh for catching the sockeye, and it would not be profitable to

use a lesssize--salmon would not gill .
Q . 1"ould it be injurious to use a smaller net ?-A. Well, I don't know that the

injury would amount to n .eb, because the salmon do not come here as grilse . Whenthe sockeye come here they are full•grown and mata :ed, and though sometimes of smaller
size---for instance, in the year of it big run twelve or thirteen fish are required to make
a case of eanned salmon, where tell would do in an off year, and even if the mesh was
reduced, nothing would be caught except matured fish .

Q. .8o you think i 1 inch the right mesh for catching sockeyes?-A . Yes.Q. Have you a knowledge of the two modes of fishing---gill-nets and sciues?--A .Seines are used in salt water ; they are not used on the rivers at all .
Q. Would it be just for a net three and a half inches in mesh to be fished in salt

water while five and three-quarters is used in the rivet•s?--A . Well, I don't think it
would, probably on account of other fish .

Q . You think tive and thrc-e-quarters would catch young fish 1--A . No : I don'tthink that . --
Q. Why 1=•A . Because my impression is that the young salmon do not return here

in any quantities .F' ,
Q. Do you think n seine would catch a greater number of fish than it gill•net?--

A . Well, a gill•net would not catch fish where a seine would . The gill-net is used on
rivers for drifting, and seines in salt water ; they are not used on the Fraser River .Q. In your experience as a fishery officer do you think the fishing,limit in the
river should be shortened . It now runs up to Pitt River bridge, and to North Ham- •
mond, on the main river ?-A . Oh, I don't think it would be necessary to shorten it .Q. Well, at the mouth, do you think it should be shortened where all the boats
are ?-A. Oh, I don't know, fish play at the mouth of the river .

Q . Do you think it a very destructive place't-A . Therc is ►w doubt a great manyare cauuht there
. Q. And thus prevent fish from getting up the river ?-A . Oh, yes ; especiallywhen fish are scarce. I have known them to have all the boats fishing, eve,n ttp to

"Bon Accord," and each boat to catch 400 or 15110 fish .
Q. Well, Mr. Buie, if you have nothing furtl~er to tell us now, I think we have

touched on most all the points?-A . Yes ; no, I have nothing further just now .
Mr . Hu:oiNs.-I want to ask Inspector McNab about persons who get licenses

othrr than British subjects. Can you give us any information about these parties, Dir.Jfc\ab ?
3[r. i~ i' tn.--I do not know of any but those who hold licenses as British

subjects. There is one man who has got licenses for a number of years back . I«•asgiven to tu ►derst.tind last year after he got his license that, lie had moved away and wa,'s
n resident of Washington Territory, in the United States .

By Mr . Htggins :
Q. Is his name down for a license this year?--A . No. •
Q. That is the only one you know ?-A . That is the only one I know of .
Q. Can you point out on your books any men getting licenses who are not tigher•

wén-men wl►o get licenses year after year?-A, 1Vel1, there is R . B . Kelly .Mr. AexsTSOVO.-I have known Mr. Kelly for a number of years . He is a
,resident of Westminster Junction . I know him very well .
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Mr. McNAU. Kelly has held. a license now for three yea ►•s,-one li, ~nse eachyear .

By hlr . Higgins :
Q. lloyou know of any othe ►al -A . (leorgo Itobertxon, license 1Z1, lie has notbeen it fisherman for the last two years .
Q. Has lie taken out a license every year I --A. I-ie had no license in 1890.
Q. What ► loeshe do?--A . Ile is it warden in the penitentinry.Q. Have you ever received any instructions about issuing licenses ?----A . Lnst yeau•tl ► ere were nine lic .+nses in the office when I took it over, and all had been applied for in

March .
Q. Are they tra ► sferable?-A . This vear the licenses are marked " not transfer-able ." In previous y<,ane they were transferrec L
Q. Have you the book of licenses for h►4tyear with you, \L• . MoNab?---A . Yes, sir.Q. \\'ell, you might bring it here ftnd let us go over the names with you, perhaps

other cases might occur to you ?-A . Very well, sir.
:11r. MoNab then went over the list of last year's licenses, reading out the minutes of

outsiders with whom he was not acquainted, and ►►•ho in all cases except R . Morrison,
of Vancouver, were recognized and specified its fishermen by persons prevent, in the
room. bir. Morrir:oll was stated to be a saloon-keelx+r .

Mr. HtamNs.-\'ery well, that will do, 3L•. DloNab, thank you .

C. F. PREITY, it native of Ontario, it resident of New Westminster for two y'ears,a freezer ana exporter of tish, was tlien duly sworn .

,i1yMr. Wilmot :
Q. We will be g lad to hear any remarks you may wish to make, Mr. Pretty .-A. My main object in being here was to mention my views of the license system

and to tell you what I think would be preferable to fishermen and canners, and
all interested therein, and also beneficial to the fisheries in general . It is as much - toour object as any person. 1+5rstly, my idea is to give licenses to every bond fi (le fisher-
man without limit, provided he is a British subject . That all canners, freezers, salters,
exporters, and such, should have a number of licenses limited to them and that that1 . :4

be considered in accordance with the quantity of fish they are capable of handling .Q. Yes ; but to limit the number of licenses to each of these business persons in ac-
cordance with the capacity of their establishment ?-A, $xactly ; a fair limit in that
way would be to give .them-say a cannery commands thirty licer es-well, I think
they should have ten-that would be one-third, and they would be obliged to purchas e
two-thirds of their fish, which would give`the fishermen a fair show. In the case of
giving canners all the licenses they wanted, they would not have to buy from the fisher-
men at all . I would not limit the outside licenses to fishermen--any British subject
should have a iicense who applies for it .

Q . You think that would equalize the business ?--A . Yes ; I do. Twenty licenses,
with their own in a good ,venr---counting two good years in fom•-would give them all
the fish they wanted .

Q. How do you think that would affect the present canners and yourselves 9---A .
Well, I would be in the saine position as the canners . With the freezer I have at
present erected, I can handle 6 0,000 salmon yearly, and of course, I have to depend
upon outside fishermen as well as the canners, and it would simply put us on the saine
footing, whereas, if we had all we want, we would hire Chinamen and others at less
wages, and so monopolize the trade . But I think the fishermPn should give us two-
thirds of our fish . I don't want to monepolize the trade, and our fishermen should get
a fair chance .

Q. In your estimation then, the trade hitherto has been a monopoly ?-A. To a
certain extent. If you give a large ►mmber of licenses to oanners and other establish-
ments, they will certainly take but little from the fishermen, if any. As to their own
}bats- of enu~a t.hav ch-Ad h-n -h ., N,n. . ► :6 ., s .. ,. _ a .. G-_-- .-- i -- . - _. . r _--_ ___'- '-' -, . . -- .. -. .- .~ . .. . .. ... t. ., . . . w
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Mr. HtarstNs.-Do you clean your fish before you send the»i off ?-A. No, sir ; wesend thé whole fish .

By .Ur. 11711tot : . ._ . . .

Q. What kind ( to you sond t---A . It is my intention to use all kinds.
0. Where are your markets t--A . Austr.tlia•ahd England are the markets I intend

opening up.
Q. Have you sent any to Australia 1--A . Not yet . I hope to this year. I have

just crected my establishment here .
Q. 11'here were you in business befotr, 1-A . On the .Great Lakes, in the whitefish

and salmon trout tt•ade .
Q. And how far in your operations there have you sent the•frozen fish ?--A. We

have not sent them very far as yet ; but we intend putting on refrigerator ve.s.sels andship to all parts .
Q . Then you will open up a new trtde? -A . 'Ihnt is our intention, if pos;ible .
Q . What is the capacity of your establishment 1-A. The one just completed will

hold 40,000 salmon, and this will be filled probably twice or three times in the year-
shipping them off by the freezing pmcess . We also intend to build in Vancouver, for
tratBc in the salt •.•ater fish, and will also take saltnon from this river to Vancouver-
that is, from the mouth of the river. '

Q . Have you been doing this business here before ?--A . I had the licenses I got
last year and used them. -

Q. And were the fish you caught, frozen 1--A . No, sir ; they were sold to the can-
ners . I was simply ;earning about the river before going into the new business .Q. How many licenses had you last ye :u• 1-A. I had two .

Q. \Vhat number of fish ciid you obtain from two licenses ?- A . They averaged
3,500 it lwat in the .sockeve rur..

Q . Then with tell li(~nses . you will get 30,000 to 40,000 fish ?--A . Well, it is cal-
culated this year will be even a}worrr year than last year . Our capacity is 40,000 fish .Q. Then tell boats wouid fill your establishment ?--A. Oh, we might fill it two or
three times in the season, but it depenus.

Mr. \1'ttMor (to Mr. i1leNab) .-1)e you know where Mr. Port ships his fish?
Mr. McNen .-To England and Germany .
\It•. Wt6VOT (toMr. Prettl').-Have you any other observatiunsto make, say, on

the close serson'I ' 1%'hat do-you think of the weekly time ?
Mr. Pxerrr .--I think the time should be front Saturday morning at 6 o'clock

to Monday morning at G o'clock, if the canners «•4h it.
'Q. But would yop object to commencing at 1 o'clock on Monday morning l-A .

In that case the fishermen would start on Sunday right, but if it was fixed at Monday
morning they would not commence until then .

Q. Well, then, on the same reasoning, if the time ended at 6 p .m., Sunday, it
would take all the afternoon Sunday to get ready 1-A. Oh, no ; it does not take
long to fix up the nets and boats.

Q. If the time was made till noon on Saturday would they have to work on
tiunday ?-A. No ; I think not

. Q. Do the canners work after night ?-A. I dqn't know. That is a question I a m
ncit prepared to answer .

Q . No? Oh, of course you are not in the canning business. , Now, on the question
of an annual close time'?--A . I advocate no other close time except the Sunday time .Q. Then would not that mean that at a cei•tain season of the year you would
be putting an unwholesume fish upon the market ;-for, of course you are, aware that
at certain seasons of the year all fish when approaching the time of spawning become
unwholesome as food t-A. No; not at all, we must put good fish on the market or
we Jose our trade.

Q. But. would fish . be in good condition when in an p0vanced state of spawning 4
-A. We do not put up any fish but what will sell, and we have to go by the market .
We don't send them fresh at these times, we salt them .
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Q. But then You are sending to the market unwholesome foo. l--A. Well, I don'' for the public dknow about that. I would net nd ,ocato any annuai close seasrrnduring which we could not catch any fish . At the spawning time they are hoyonclthe fishing limit ; we cannot fish for them, and I don't see why there should be anyannual close se a son .
Q . Yes ; of eourse, there is, perhaps, a diHèreuce do~~•n here in a limit beingplaced upon the river at certain points, but. hôw are your fish kept=in coW Li to►agot-:1 . They are frozen and then kept in cpld storage .
Q. Y es : well now, I think we have gone over the matter pretty well . 1s the ►tianything else you wish to present to us 1- :1 . No, sir : I think not at present .i

W. II . VIENNA, n ' nati v e of Holland, a fisherman, and resident of New 1Vest-urinster and British Columbia for thirty-five yearb, W as duly sworn .
Gentlemen, I ha v e but very few remarks to make, and they are in regard to thero tting of the nets in th, ri ver. I do not fi sh down below, but here opposite the town,the same rotting of the rets occurs .

By Mr. iVrlmot
Q . What is the cause of this rotting of the uets?--A . Catching the fish in thewarm weather, and then some dmr't use them properly. .
Q. W ell, w ith regard to the o ffal in the river-what is your opinion as to itsedects 7-A . Oh, I think the small fish take it and eat it up just as fast asit comes down

from the canneries--t rout, chub, perch ; suckers, and all kinds like that .Q . Do you think the Chinamen are beneficial forde .stroying these fish 1-A: Oh,well, they ne v er come to my place to catch only, because they won't buy, and I won'thave them around the place. `If a Chinaman comes to my place to catch those smallfish, and I know lie ne v er buys anything from me, I don't let him do any fi shing.Q. Oh, I see, not a customer, eh I-A . No, sir ; Chinamen are not much customersanywhere.
Q. Do you e v er get any offal rotting in your net 1--A . No ;• not up here.Q. What about the number of licenses to be given on the riverl-A . Oh, I thinke v ery person who applies fora license shouldgetone, that is if he is an actual fisherman .Q. You don't think then that hotel-keepers or g►wers should speculate in gettinglicenses and selling them to fisher m en7-A. No ; he should be an actual fisherman.Q. And the one license would be , sufficient 1-A. Y es ; for shipping or selling, Ithink the one license would be sufficient.
Q. Whflt about the, limitation of licenses to c,uiners or freezers 9-A . Well, I don't

think they want any less than at present .
Q. Well, but would you give theni unlitnited numbers Y-A. No ; I would givethem according to the size of the cannery-if a big one, many ; if a small one, few ;

some canneries are double others.
Q. Then you think every British subject and actual fisherman should get licensest,and that the canners should get them according to the size of their establishments 1-A. Yes.
Q. Do you think twentV licenses too mnny for the canneries at present 1-A . No ;I don't think it too tnany .
Q. You and your brother fishermen would not complain 1-A . I think not, sir.
Q. What do you think of the Sunday . close time I- A . It is a good thing. We all

want Sunday to ourselves. ; I think it is a very good law. .
Q. Do you think there should be any limitation as to place for fishing at the

mouth of the river--do you think it a more dangerous place 4-A . We11, we are I : :11_11
on that. Sometimes we catch just as, many fish here as at the mouth. After yunday
night, on \ionday, we get more fish up here than anywhere, which shows that the fish
have had a channe t tge up .
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Q . Are more boats fishing at the mouth than here ?--A . Yos ,• I would consider i t

By Mr . Higgins :

just off here .
Q. How many meshes deep do you fish1- :1 . Fort y and fifty

'
• it is very deep water

Q. When net,,; are stretched acivk" the lower river do you find many fish come into
yours 1-A . Y es ; app,}nently just as many-it depends it good deal on the tide .

By Mr . Wilmot :

east to Winnipeg, Brandon, Kamloops, and other places, and of course if we sell then,
cheap enough we get rid of .them .

By Mr. Higgins :
Q. Do you think white salmon as good as soçkeyes ?-A . For myself I like them

very much better. .
Q. Are the canners the onl y people who will not use white salmon ?-A . No ; they

don't use them--some have tried it . M r. Holbrook tried it but there is no sale for them ;
still, they are a nicer fish. +

Mr. Htootxs .-Yes ; I know in V ictoria people won't take a sockeye if they can
,(et a white salmon, but of course the desire of the market governs.

Mr. VtEwe.--We used to label them here lake trout, but still it appears that
people do not care for them, they prefer the red colour . .lir . $rodie tried canning white
salmon also, but I don't think it paid .

Mr. W ,tatoT.-Well, sir, have you anything further to state ?-A. No, sir .

By Mr. Armstrong :
Q . What do you think of giving licenses to Indians who apply ?-A . I have no

objection, provided they buy their own boat and net . As a general rule the canners
advance money for these and so control the Indians.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Well, but if both white m en and Indians are furnished with money by the
canne rs , how then?-A. Oh, well, if all are on the same footing it will be all right.
There is one thing I would like to suggest about the white sal m on. For some years I
have bought all the, white salmon I could get ; I buy them cheap and ship them to the

\1'estminsier for two years, was duly sworn . - f '- ~
SAMUEL DAWE, a native of Newfoundland a fisherman and resident of New

Q. t and about the canneries, then, offal
-A. Y es.

just speak from what I find myself, and I know that I cannot get the same good health
since drit,king the water, and the stench from under the canneries is something friô I t-
ful, especially when the tide is low, and every fisherman has got to drink this water
along the edge of the river, and I know it affects us .

Q. Has it any effects, do you know, upon the cattle or any animals along the river?
-A. I have ao cattle ; I am not a farmer. still I do think it injurious to,the health of
persons working-on the river. ,

A

I believe it injurious to the health of .a person who drinks the water from the river I

Q. Well, regarding the benefit to the health or otherwise of the inhabitants?- A

case of other witnesses. What are your ideas in` regard to the disposition of the fish
offal in the,river?-A . Well, sir, my ideas are that with regard to fish I do not think
it much injurious .

Biy Mr. Wilmot :
r` Q. Well, air, I suppose we may proceed with the usual series of questions as in the
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Q. You are a fisherman, you say T-A. Yes ; I fish for the markets off the town, and

in the sockeye season I fish at the mouth of the river .
Q. Has the offal, in your opinion, affected your nets in any way ?-A . No ; not at all.Q . Or made any lodgment dowit !$ere?-A . Oh, no ; we see nothing but the little

wind-bag which floats and this sometimes lodges in the nets .
Q . But you don't see anything else?--A . No ; not at all .
Q. What do you think of the limitation of the number of nets ?--A . I think thereshould be a limit.
Q. In what way 1--A . There should be a certain number of nets . J don't say itshould be open to everybody . I have no license myself, but I know at the mouth of

the river there are as many boats as can fish there.
Q . Have you any idea why you do not get a license ?-A . No ; I have been told by

the inspector that no licenses were granted to new-comers,. but only to old licensees who
had lic~Ases before. -

Q . You '+nught that a hardship ?-A. I did think so and especially when so many
licenses are gi,,n to canners and freezers, fish markets and others, it is very hard that
tishermen sl .ould have so few. They should have a fair share, say two-thirds of the licenses .Q. You think all undue proportion of the boats fishing fish at the mouth of the
river?-A. Well, no more could be accommodated-as many as can fish are there now.

Q. But when the present number is 500 how could you expect to get a license?--
A. Well, I think the canners and market people should be deprived of some and they
should be given to the fishermen and persons who come here to settle . I don't mean to
say that 500 is enough-J would increase that number, so that a fair number could go
to the fisherr. :,~u, while I would not throw the river open to everyone.

Q. Well, who would he the person not toget one J-A . Well, I cannot say-I speak
for the protection of the fish .

Q. You think, then, the present number of boats at the môuth interferes with the
fish coming up the river ?-A . Yes; and I believe if it was thrown open, the 500 would
soon be 2,600

. Q. Are you interested with regard to the close season at all 1-A . Yes ; I woul
d like to see the Sunday close season close until the Sunday was over, not three-quarters

of it, for as far as I can see about the Sunday not half of it is kept . Men get to work
to get boats ready and get out on the river and wait until the time.

Q. Then you think the whole Sunday should be taken in ?-A . I do ; I have not
fished these two years and I don't see it makes any difference to'me. I think the same
number of fish would be caught as if they did work on the Sunday .

Q. What mesh do you use? I mean in depth ?--A . Forty meshes.
Q. And you think too many boats at the mouth of the river is harmful to the river

fisheries 1-Â . Yes.
Q. And that there are too many boats there now 1-A . Well, I would not say too

many. I think there is as many now as should be . I may say I have been working for
the cannerymen and have been treated very unfairly by them. I only got 10 cents
for my fish, whereas the man who has his own license and boat gets 20 cents, but this
last season I only got G} cents, the rest being taken off for to pay for the boat and
net . This only leave: 3} cents for myself and partner. If I had a license myself I
could have sold to any one I liked .

Q. Was this the arrangement made before startingl-A . Ob, yes, we made th e
arrangement, but if the canners had a larger number of licenses they would treat us
and other fishermen even worse .

Q. And you have applied for two years past for the licenses?-A . Yes, and I have
applied this year.

Q. And you had to go and fish for the canneries and take just what they wished
to give you 1-A . Yes, just what they wished to give me .

Q. Do you think that the licenses should be transferable?-A. No.
Q. It rhould be then to the actual fisherman, freezer or canner T---A . Well, the •

canneries, of course they pire us to fish for them undcr their licenses, but others should
not be transferable .
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3 Q. Do you see many dead fi sh when you are fishing?-A . No, not mail~+,Q. Well, you see some 1-A. Yes, sonie .
Q. When do you see them, duri ng the sockeye run?-A. Yes, but not a greatmany---they seem to have received injuries.

. Q . Do you fish after the socke.V run?-A, No, because the canneries are close([<lown .
Q . And if you had licenses for yourself you could go on fishing for hunipbacks,d•c. 1--A . Oh, we don't want the humplhacks .
Q. About how many fishermen-white men--are there on the river?-A . I couldnot give any idea .

BJ W. Armstrony :
Q. Are there a hundred t-A . Oh, yes, there are a hund red, perhaps two hundredwould be ful outside figure. -
Q. Is the majority of fishermen employed by the eaiurers, or with their own boats ?--A. For the canneries.

By ,l& li'il yrmt :
Q. Well, two men to the boat would give one thousand men .-A. Well, Indiansfish four nien to the boat. I cannot tell the number of white men-1 never thought

particularly of that-yuite a number of Japanese fish on the river.
Q. Well, there were 5 80 (Kid boats last ÿear-that would be about 1,160 men, of

which you think only two hundred were white men ?-A . ~i'ell , perhaps that would be
about the number--I don't knôw though-there a re only about fifty licenses given towhite men, that is white fishe rmen-more than forty go to the Indians on the Fraser
liiver. •

Q. Well, sir, have you anything £urther?-A . No, I think I have stated all Iwished to. ,
The Chairman thereupon'declared the Commission adjourned at 5.30 p.m., to meetagain in the City Hall at 7 .30 p .m .

20th February, 18 9 2 .
The Commission reassembled in the City Hall, New Westminster, at 7 .30 p.m ,Present:Mr. S . Wilmot, presiding ;\iessrs, Higgins and Armstrong, and the

Secretary .
'M r. D. J . Munn handed in the following letter, which was read and ordewd to be

inserted in the minutes of proceedings, and to be taken as part of that gentleman's
evidence given during the day :-

" New WESTMINSTER, 16th November, 1891 .
"Jo H N MCNAU, Esq . ,

" Lispector of. Fisheries for British Columbia .

"Dres 81R,-111 response to your request of the 3rd instant, I, with pleasure, now
submit you the information I receive .l in regard to e;almon when on my recent visit to
Lillooet and to Seton Lake.

"The lake is diained by a ~iLream c»]twl Seton River, which is about a mile in
length ; thefice into Cayouse Creek and on a distance of two miles to the Fraser River.

"At the time I was there the streams were at a normal height . Some Indian s
were then scooping out salmon for a winter's supply, and I examined them carefully .
They proved to be snckeye salmon, nearly all of which were female but contained no
ova : .They were very,spsreand discoloured, and though quite nunierous were allendeav-
ouring, apparently, to rea.r h the lake.
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"On the river banks was it niass of aecomposing hu ►upltck salmon, and I learncxïfront Mr. H . Keary, that th es e had started to come in about the 1 2 th of S eptembor, andceased about the let oiOctober. There aas an uuusually he itvy run of them this J•ear.As you are aware, it was the 6th or 7th of ~leptember when these fish were notable forquauuty in the lower Fraser River, and the marvellous rapidity of their ascent th roughthe eu►ions, against the rapids of the Fraser is thus pretty clearly indicated . Thequinnat, or spring salmon moves towarcls the lake in an tndifierent quantity from Mayuntil July,' when the sockeyes make their appearance ►uitl continue ttp to the latter partof August. The second or fall run of sockeyes, such as I observed, have appeared onlyin every alternate fourth year, and after the humpback run off this particular year isover. They are always inferior in quality and appearance to the regular summer run ofsockeye sahnon .
"At the point of efliusion from Yeton Lake into Seton River the exit 49,narrow,6hallow and the water fairly swift. llere the Indians congregate and scoop up iurue ►isequantities of sockeye sahnon fry in the month of May, when these are leav ing the lakeand probably heading for the salt water. These sulmon f ► J• are sumdriecl and stored forwinter use. The Indian agent for the district, Capt. Mason, kindly procured some ofthem for inc. They measured in length an average of about four and a half inches, witha proportionate thicknes of body. The agent, I was told, endeavoured to impress uponthe Indians the disustrous cone:equences of the wholesale slaughter of these fish, andaclmonishevl the ►n to quit the practice for their own sakes, which lie expected would bedone. I incjuired of varinus people in that vicinity about the quantity of fry leavingthe lake, which they say occurs when the spring freshets are well under way, and theyone and all agree that thoquantity of fry going down is large or small in proportion tothe quantity of sockeye sulmon entering the lake the year previotts. This would incli-c ate that the fry are about seven nionths old when they depart for salt water. Thetrout here find no allurement .g in the angler's bait durung the months of September,October and NovetuLer, or while salmon ova is in abundance."The two consecutive heavy ►utd tw•) off runs of sockeye salmon have been regular,with one exception-1888--since the clays of the miners in 1858, and 4-Ick into thetradition .,; of starvation years amnng the natives. It is also a iserted by t he closest atid h---most-intelligentobsemem- here;-tlia ►e run of ui recent years has if anything in-creased .

may add that this section of the country affbrds a most favour ►shle-opportunityfor investigation into the habits of the falmon frequentiug these waters and for collec-
tion of data, valuable from a scientific stand-point . M

,"The douht, for instance, as to whether salmon ever return to salt water afterhaving made aruple p rovision against the extinction of their species by the deposit of theirova, could on Seton River be proved beyond dispute, and this strange and interestingphase of fatality conc)asively determined. Observation would also a dd greatly to theknowledge we now possess of the young fry, by comparing those artificially hntched withthose produced under natural conditions, and many other matters of information e .ssqntialto a proper understanding of the conditions of supply, could be easily obtained, thu 4gtving zest to further interesinràh and ig esercan nquirJ .

.(5gd.) "D. J . 31UN.I ."




