Marine and Fisheries,

‘ : INTERMISSION,

New. WESTMINSTER, \B.C.,
’ 25th February, 1892,
‘Afternoon Session, - :

The Commission re-assembled and was called to order at 1.30 ‘p.m.
Present :

Mr. Wilmot, in the chair ; Mr. Sherift Armst,rohg ; and the Secretary,

E. A. WADHAMS, a native of the United States, but a resident of British Co-
lumbia since 1858, a salinon canner, was duly sworn, ’

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Would you like to put any views before this Commission 2.—A. Yes; I would
like to put some with respect to what— (hesitating). ,

. Q. General views as regards the salmon industry and fisheries of British Columbial

—A. I prefer first to speak of the weekly close time. As now arranged it is generally
acceptable to canners and we think there are réasons why it should not be changed. T
think it would be apparent to any one when we commence operations on Monday, to get
them (the fish) we have to send out boats on Sunday evening. The close time from six
a.m., Saturday, until six p.m., Sunday, is acceptable, and I think extending the close time
further would be very detrimental to the canners.
: Q. You think' it detrimental to Sunday night at twelve o'clock1—A. Yes; they
would have hardly sufficient fish to go on with on Monday, aud if we have no fish to go
on with on Mond);y it introduces labour troubles, because the men don't like to loge
time on Monday, and if extended to twelve o'clock there would be a great deal of illegal
fishing that could not be prevented, and so still more if extended to six a.m. Monday,
and aside from that trouble it would introduce labour troublesin the caunery and in this
connection I would say that the ﬁsherly guardians should be provided with steam laun.
ches in order to do effective work-—where they only have row boats to get among the
fishermen they cannot perform their duties at all. -

Q. Then you think the weekly close time a correct. one both in the interest of the
canners and the community 1—A. Yes; of course some may have conscientious views
about going out on Sunday—but canners would respect that—I don’t think any one
would make any one to go_though, of course, it is in their interest to 0. o

- . Q. The reason, Mr. Wadhams, why questions are put about Sunday to twelve
o'clock is on account of views of persons that Sunday should not be broken—you think
for all purposes, however, that it is better as it is’—A. I think so, decidely.

Q. Have you any views as to an annual close season —A., Well, 1 think canners
would recommend it—that a certain part of the year should be kept as a close season—
I don’t think it very material in the interest of fish—that is, because most of them have
gone up at mid-summer—1I think that the recommendation of the canners was that the
commencement of the season should be 1st March, .ending 25th August, with a
5% inch mesh, extension measure. ’ oo o c :

Q. That should be a close season I—A. No; I have a memo. that I will give—

Q. You méati-that would be the open season 1—A. Yes. , .

Q- Then the annual close time 7—A. The close season from first November to first
March each year was the recommendation of-the canners. :

7Q. For all fish?t—A. For salmon. . A .
! Q. 1st November to * 1st March—a close season for all purposes?—A. Yes; of
" course they ‘don’t insist upon a close season at all, but that is our recommegdaplon—lqt
March to 26th August—fishing to be a]lovged with mesh not less than 5§ inch mesh ;
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that from 26th August to 25th September, both “days inclusive, fishing be allowed
with mesk not less than 7§ inch mesh-—axd from 25th Sep.:tuber to the Ist November,
fishing be allowed with nets not less than 53 inch mesh again,

Q. Will you just explain, Mr. Wadhams, the object of the close geason from 25th
August.to 1st March would it be for all fish? What fis} would that cover, do you know,
the spring salmon 1—A. It would cover the spawning season of a great many of them.

Q.. Of the spring salmon 1 Of the sockeye1—A. I think 3% would cover the spawn-
ing season of all the sockeye that would be caught cown here on the lower river-—now
those that go into the interior on the head waters—iv is not known—I would not ven-
ture an opinion as to what their spawning season is. ‘ .

Q. But you think 1st November to 1st March would cover the operations of spring
salmon !—A. Yes; and all sockeye that would be in the lower river, -

Q. And Humpbacks -—A. Well, we don’t consider them anyway, :

Q. But they are hero and may become an article of food 1—A. Well, the close sea-
son at that time on the lower river would protect any fish. .

Q. But would not 25th August to 1st November cover sockeye §-—A. Yes; but that
would be a period when we are fishing for spring salmon and not many sockeye would
be going up at that time. The sockeye tua is generally over on the 26th August,

Q. Then do I understand that spring salmon or Quinnat”—you begin to catch
them between the 25th August and 25th § ptember?—A. Yes; we catch some before
the sockeye run and some between the sockeye run and the * Cohoes "~ of course they

would not bear the use of the spring salmon at any time during the open season.
’ Q. Do you think that some spring salmon spawn after the first of September 1—A.
I don’t know that. ; o - ‘

Q. They usually do elsewhere-—that is the reason I ask youl—A, Well, I know
* that some of them do, but whether all do or not, I don’t know. - - . :

Q. Well, do you think sockeye spawn after 1st September I—A. A great many do.

" Q. As regards the “ Cohoe ”1—A. They are still later.

Q. They would be protected after the lst September 1-—A. Yes; I think protec-
tion then would cover the whole of them. : ‘
Q. Then why not say no fishing after 1st September for all these fish—would not
that cover all? And on that basis the others would have opportunity to spawn—would

- they not #—A. T think that our view is that the fish that we would catch after the 25th
August, although théy would not spawn for some time later—they are hardly in condi-
tion. , :

- Q. Yes; they are in a pregnant state 7—A. Yes." S
" Q. Then these fish not good for eating, should they not be allowed to escape from
all kinds of destruction to benefit the river afterwards? Tt would not effect the canner

“to stop fishing after 1st September 1—-A, Well, the only thing is * Cohocs ” come in later -
~—we think the close season of the month would allow of sockeyes that are laggards to

0 past. ‘ '

8 paa Then dn you can large quantities of Cohoes 3—A. Not usdally—only when there
is a scarcity of sockeyes. = ' S -

Q. And for that purpose you want them free to be caught till the 25th September !
—A. Yes. v :

Q. What proportion of canning establishments deal in Cohoes, or do they use

- them when socksyes are plentiful 3-—A. Not many—last year I don’t think any were
" canned at all. ) S T ) _

Q. They are good fish for canning —A. Ordinarily T don’t think they are profit-
able to can, hut with good markets and as we have the outfits we want to use them.

Q. Do they stand second in quality to the sockeye for commercial purposes 1—A.
Yes ; about that—that is they are not equally as good. ‘ o

’ Q. Is a large trade in regard to spring salmon done from 25th August to 25th Sep-
tember 1—A. Not a large business, but some years they run more plentiful than others,
and if plentiful several canneries usually pack them. :

- Q. Was it not the desire of canners that the system of artificial breeding should be
applied ¢5 “Quinnat” at first +—A. T think so, but I think views varied on that point
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-~y own views wers that socke{e were our principal fish and that chief attention
should be given to them because of their uniformity of colour—I think some think more
notice skould be given to & ring salmon, :

Q. On the Columbia iver is not spring salmon more highly prized §—A. Yes; I
think that is the only fish of the kind there. . :

Q. And they come in competition with your fish in the English markets 1—4A, Oh,
the Columbia River fish are superior fish, ) .

Q. And more cans can be made from one fish1—A. Yo ; they are larger and I
don’t think on the Columbja River they are troubled with white salmon, while here
most of our spring salmon are white, - .

an you give any reason why some,should be white and some red?.—A, Well
some have a theory. . )

Q. Well, what is the theory 1—A. It is they change colour when coming into fresh
water—it is supposed that the spring salmon come into the Gulf of Georgia and remain.
there 80 «a time in brackish water and so lose their colour. . i

Q. 51, would the Gulf of Georgia be brackish water—the Fraser River runs in
there—the Columbie. River runs out into sea, salt water—would not salmon play about

Q. Well, T think the theory would hardly hold good 1—A. Well, T would not he
disposed to defend the theory myself. . -

Q. No; itisa Peculiarity ; and as this Commission is formed in order to got all
information possible on the subject, and as canncrs, &c., have asked for _Commission
for that purpose, You will not mind questions of this character. It is remarkable that
spring salmon here are not taken on account of their colcur, while in the Columbia River
they are thought the best 7_...A, Yes; but fish on the Columbia River are all of good
colour. = : . o o

- Q. Then you think that both white and red and the sockeye should be protected after
25th September 1—A., Well, we recoinmend the fishing . until’ November—that permits
the catching of cohoes. v : ‘ :

Q. If you fish until Ist November it will ¢ wer the exact spawning time of any fish
you have mentioned—mostly of spring salmon, generally of sockeye, and wholly of
cohoes ! Either the actual spawning time or times when th?{ are far advanced in preg-

i not apply to the river till
spawning is done in fluvial portions of the river and lakes. Have you any other reimarks
o submit—A. No; not with regard to that. The next subject I would like to speak
of would be the hatchery. My views are favourable to it—I think that we have already
received benefit from it - ; ‘

Q.. And do you think it would be a henefit to increase the number of hatcheries on
branches of the {‘raser and elsewhere in the province f—A. I think it would be desir-
able to establish branches in the head waters of the Fraser River and its tributaries and
vy 80 doing we would probably get an early run. The present method is we get the

salmon that come into the river in September—well, that is practically the later part
" of the run,” and it seems to me as though the experience of the last two years rather
shows that.  In ’89 the run came in very late, so late that many of the canners were
very much alarmed, and the same last year beforq the sockeye came in. I think if we

and May they come in pretty plentiful and not so many white salmon among them,

- Q. Then if earlier tish were caught and breA, you would probably get earlier fish
again!—A, Yes. - ’ . R -

Q. And you think more hatcheries should be constructed +—A. I do ; now my

catch in ’91 was in the neighbourhood of 12,000 cases, fully fifty per cent more than
before. Of course we consider the fish come into the river in cycles of four years. - '

Q. Would your name appear on the reports of '90 “ Wadham ” or the syndicate 1—
A: No; as “ Wadhams” in’90, but I am referring to four years previous to '91, _In 817,
I think, T packed a few cohoes in that ye&i;!—)th“ was a scarce year— -
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Q. Did you pack as many in '91 as '907—A. Well, notquite—I packed nearly

112,000 cnses last year.

Q. In 89 you packed 17,0001—A. Yes, sir; that was a big year. .

- Q. And away back in '86 you packed 14,000 1--A. Yes, sir; the cycles come every
four years. ) ‘ ' :

Q. And the same way in small runs—A. Yes; that is our experience, -

Q. In 88 your pack was 5,720 cases and you look forward then to '92 as a small
run?—A. Yes; a small run. ' '

Q. 1i it turns out you get as many as in ‘90 and ‘89, what conclusion would you .
come to 1—A. Well, I thiuk it would be conclusive evidence that it would be brought
about by the hatchery. ) .

Q. Well, although I may be said to be the father of thisindustry on this continent,
I must say you are almost-‘grepared to go farther than I am?-—A. Well, T would not
say it would be conclusive, but I think it would show good proof. ‘

Q. What question next 1—A. The matter of offal. The prevalent opinion now is
that offal as now handled by the canners is not injurious to the salmon,

Q. How about the inhabitants 7—A, Well, we think if it was doposited in deep
water it would be the very best practical disposition that could be made of it..

Q. You think if put in deep water it would be less injurious than at present7—A.
Well, of course & good deal of it is put in now in deep water.

-Q. And you think if the Government would consent to your putting it in the chan-
nel of the river—the canners would be willing to put it there 7—A. If it was just
considered the channel of the river, of course, or put in deep water where there is
a current—I think that would enable people—that is the canners—to extend shoots
right trom their canneties. v ]

* Q. The channe! of the river is pretty well laid out for steam-boat navigation is it
not I—A. Well, yes; but I would not meet their view of putting it in the channel—
and that would be a long way from the canneries. We think it would be covered if we
put it in deep water where there is & current. ‘ .

Q. But six feet of water would*not be either channel or deep water, or a strong cur_
ret —A. No ; probably notat all points. ’

By Mr. Armstrong : . ‘ ’ o

Q. Do you mean to put it in six feet of water, as near the canneries as you can ge'
that six feet of water I—A. Well, yes ; most of the canneries, or as niany asI think o,
now, shoots could be rigged where they could put it in with that depth of . water, or ten
feetr. i ’ P i _ R

By Mr. Wilmot : ,
Q. But are not some canneries built where thiere are twenty feet of water #-—

A Yes. : ; ; .
Q. And some six feet of water I—A. Well, I don’t know if any have so little as

" that, most have twelve feet of water.

Q. What i3 the present system of dumping offal away now #—A. Well, it is by hav-
ing shoots from the cleaning tables, the offal drops into those shoots and it goes into the
water, these shoots are on an incline descending into the channel of the river. I don’t
say the canners would comply with my views. We might speak of a channel, but when
we say the channel for a ship, they would of course select the deepest water, but very
few canneries would comply with that. ‘ ) : Lo

Q. Then the putting in of offal, as deseribed by you, would be somewhat similar to
that you are doing at present{-—A.. At many places possibly there may be some can-
neries that ¢ould not comply with what I have suggested. s

Q. They could not comply with putting it in a channel of six, eight, or ten feet—
A. No. : : ’ : e
Q. Have you any knowledge with regard to the existence of an oil factory consum-
ing a portion of the offal —A. I know there is one. i . )

Q. Do you know anything of its operations—successful or otherwise 3—A. T would
not underta{e to express an opinion, because others will be able to speak on that point
from the book, as it may be, 60 o - -
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Q. But, do you think it possible for canners to convey their offal to some factory
lthnt might be constructed for the manufacture of this oil 1—A. I do not, except at great
088, S -

Q. "How do you know unless it is tried 1—A. Well, it has been tried ¢n the Colum-
bia River where fish are much more rich in oil than here, and I think if thero wore many
oil factories established on the river there would b> a great many more complaints than
against the canneries at present. , ' )

Q. Lfrom what cause 1—A. They are more offensivo—from smell, &e.

Q. Are they more offensive from pollution of the water, &c.1—A. I never visited
this factory. , . ‘

Q. Is'it not a fact thatall animal and vegetable matters are extracted from the
oftal aud made into marketable goods, oils, &c., and that what is left would be small,
light, &e., in body, and not having those component parts that make them unhealthy to
water and make it unsuitable for man 1—A. I never visited this oil factory, but I have
often smelt it at half a mile when going up river. ’

~ Q. Then you think it injurious to put offal elsewhers than the canneries do at pre-
sent, hnd that if put in the centre of the river it would be equally unprofitalble to can-
ners I-—A. If wo had to take soundings and places in the deepest part of the channel, I
don’t think it would be.

. Q. Oh, but the channel is not in one little line, on the contrary, it would cover

" many hundred feet, I am not wrong, am I7—A. Yes; the channel would be quite large,
but T think that offal anywhere put in six or cight fect of water in & flowing stream
would not be offensive from a sanitary view. .

* Q. But if put in the channel would not the current carry it away to seal—A. Yes;
but if put anywhere where a current, it would do as well.

Q. But would it not be much more slow in going out than if put in the channel
—A. Yes; in the lower river, some places. . :

Q. And if it took so many hours to go down in mid channel, where the current is
strong, it would take just so many more hours in shallow water than in a deeper chan-
nel and do more injury and pollution in a long passage, would not that be reasonabls
—A. Well, I don’t know as it would be delayed more.

Q. It would be n longer time in becoming decomposed 1—A. Yes. Tt would be a
longer time in becoming decomposed I—But in all canneries down below, it would not be
a mafter of hours in taking offal down. . . ‘

Q. Where is your cannery 1—A. At Ladner's Landing, but it might be contended
that the proper channel for me to deposit offal would be Woodward Slough, a mile from
my-cannery. Of course I could put my offal in the steam-boat channel opposite the
Larding, but I would not like the departinent to say that I should put it in the chan-
nel at Woodward Slough, (Mr. Wadhams here proceeded to show the situation of his
cannery upon a map and explained where in his opinion the current would carry offal -
from his cannery). o R

Mr. Wannavs.—Right at my cannery I could put it into ten or twelve feet, at low
water, e ' ) )

Mr. WiLsor.—How wide is the river at your cannery 7—A. About a mile. {t -
would cast very much if I had to handle it out to the deep channel, L

Q. Then you think chere should be no great change from what you do at.present i
—A. Well as'long as it is put in the current. N 5

Q. And from that are we to draw the inference that some canneries are throwing
it in where there is nocurrent1-—A. Well, there may be some canneries where there is
no more water than that, notv swift water. v )

° &mAnd the conclusion is that you think offal should be allowed to be thrown in?

" —-A.-I think that any cannery that deposits its_offal in deep water, where theré is a
current, it is making as good a disposition of it as practicable,

Q. Youare aware that s statutory enactment says offal shall by kept out of,the
water —A. Well, of course, but I think it is for the departmént to think that the
Fraser River is a large stream and that it takes very much offal to have any effect.
“ Q. Are you aware of how it acts on the Columbia River—A. The Columnbia River

“is h larger river.
is a muc] g ) 161

10c—11




56 Vietora. Sessional Papers (No. 10c,) A 1893

i .

Q. And T suppose you are aware they forbid it there -~ A. Oh ves ; and that is all,
well, T think that goes to show they don’t consider salmon offal deleterious. T don’e
think it has been contended or claimed that offal of salmon is deleterious, although per-
sons here consider it is. I don’t think salmon offal is deleterious, now, I have heen un
the Columbin River myself some years and T never heard it claimed that salmon offal
was deleterious to salmon. )

Q. T don’t thirk that is contented, but it does effect them to a certain degree, because
when salmon come in to go to the breeding places they will 8o agninst every possible
obstacle 1—A. We'l, of course I don’t want to draw any unnatural inference,

Q. Well, I izerely mention it to show that in Oregon and Washington they pass a
law that no deleterious substances should go in1—A. Well, T cannot concede the point
that salmon offal is deleterious. Now, the question of licenses, -formerly canners had
40 licenses each, . :

Q. Before the vegulation? (limitation) I—A. No: under the regulation. Now,
they have been recltced from time to time until last year it was 20. We don’t consider
that is cuough for our industry. The canners have asked that they shall have 23 and
that that amount e a fixed number, 5o as not to be reduced on other years.

Q. Well, we “vill lead up to the question whether 20 boats are not sutticient for
youl-—A, T think not.

Q. Are you sare 20 boats would not suit your purpose?--A. Well, I know that
ordinarily it wouldl not begin to suit me - last year, as I said, I packed in the neigh-
bourhood of 12,003 cases and T had 50 boats —that is cannery boats and ou't'.siders. Of

- course that is not packing up to near one’s capacity.

-Q. What nuraber of boats do you consider sufticient to carry on a legitinate trade
and pack 15,000 cases —A. Well, the run varies so in ditferent seasons that it is hard
to say. . -

Q. They have not vavied much in last three seasons —have they 1—A. Well, the
last T don’t think was half what it was.

By Mr. drmstrong :

[ think you nsked him how many boats would be necessary—could you answer that
'quéStiOxx—l—A;— AV ell-we-consider ehat.-:?:'l—lxmts,.at——les{st—;ar?——x:eeessa:-ym-l ~think—that— ——
ordinarily one seuson with another that would not begin to fill 15,000 cases, Of course,
some individual fishermen make large catches—much larger than uny h.shermen_ I have
ever had. Of course fishermen in cannery boats——we' usually do it with Indians and
they don’t catch as many fish ordinarily as men who fish t.h_e{r own boats—now, formerly
I had 40 boats and I fished them. That was .beforc the lmnmtlon. was put on and at
that time I would employ 160, principally Indians. Of course, T t.ln!)k that,. it is desirable
to look after tho Indians somewhat and although they form habits of industry, save

" their money pretty well, &e.: I think they ave just as 'worthy of encouragement—
perhaps, rot as much as another—but they.are worthy of n.;l encouragement, and I thl.nk
we canners having control of licenses throw a g deal of work to Indians which
otherwise they would not get and when they very often would b.e & tax upon t_he
province or Government, and if they work they are more apt to waintain good habits
than if they are indolent.

. By Mr. Wilimot :

7es: you would encourage Indian labour altogether #—A. Largely at least, yes:
but 2&38&&;’:0!3(1 not give c{gmners all the fish they want—many contend it would, but

they are mistaken, because last year I had 50 boats and did not get; near enou‘wgh:
Q. How many fish make a lc;,se, 8,10 or 11, or what I—A. Well, it varies from a

i high as 13. * v :

lxttle(ses%&];a;:' 1)(‘).)?0321‘4?10 averagei—A. I don’t think it would—-TI think it nearer 11.
Q: What iy the average size of salmon—A. Well, T never weighed' many salmon.
Q. Bat ;7 have handled them for many years 1—A. Waell, about six and a half or

seven pounds, I should thﬁnk. : 162
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Q. But it is gonerally considered that eight po'inds is the average, is it not 1—A. Well,
T think it an over-estimate—a man goes fishing, you know, and he tells big tales. We
know the number of fish we catch in & season and the number of cans we make.

Q. Well, ordinarily speaking, how many cans will you get from a salmon —four or
five? Or what number, usually spesking—give us rough figures 1—A. It w. uld not be
in excess of four—sometimes it might be more but not much-—on these off” years, as
they are termed, when we have fewer fish, they will average a litt'o larger in size,

Q. And then they will average about five cans — A, Yes: about that, aud again in
good years the fish will be smaller—fishermen aund cannes like to see fish puining in
small, g

Q. Well then, with a good run you can co'mnt upon eight pounds to the fish and voy
get five cans 1.--A. Well, T don’t know whethe, they ‘weigh eight pounds or not. We
would get about five cans to eight pounds—in packing we always give a little more.

Q. How much more to the can 1--A. Well, we put in a fraction of an ounce over

- the pound, :

Q. Would it run two ounces—A. Oh no perhaps an ownce—even less—it is
hard to say—we give good weight.

By Mr. Armstrong :

‘Q. "You don't weigh them do youl—A. Well, I do myself.

Q. Do youi—A. Yes: we test it pretty thoroughly. * I may say the canners think-
in all fairness they should receive 23 licenses and cannot conceive nny reason why they
should not have them. 'Ile canneries, of course they are the principal utilizers of the
fish-—they ar» the class, which if it was not for the canneries the outside fishermen
would have bt little sale for their fish, and outside fishermen, of course, personally,
their only way of getting their fish utilized is by sale to them. .

- Q. Then if you gave an ounce on every can you would be giving away 160,000
pounds of tish?—A. Well, we want to give full weight and a little more. -

Q. Well, I think you should advertise that—it would be a good advertisement —
would it not 7 That you give away 160,000 pounds of tish? Well, you think if an eight
pound tish it would give you five cans—the balance 1 this would be offul —would it not -

—— A Yes;-it-would be. - T would not want to estimate all this diffevence, &e.

Q. Yes: but you say yourself the average of fish would be seven or eight pounds 1-...
A. My idea is the average would be frem six to ecight pounds,

Q. Well then, the average would be seven I—A. As I say, iy average is 13 fish to
the case and some years a little Jess than 10—on short years the fish will avernge larger

. than on big years—I have not weighed these fish,

Q. No: but if you take the eight jound fish for argument and you make five cans,
there would be three pounds left, would there not?—A. Certainly : T would think so.

Q. What would be the average catch of your boats in a season—some fishermen
have said they catch four or five thoutand, and even as high as 10,0007—A. Well, uy
fishermen don’t do as well as that A .

Q. As 5,000 you mean, or 4,000 —A. I don't think they averaged 3,000 ; of course,
if T were home, I could give you exact figures. ‘

Q. Oh yes, but I was simply asking ; fishermen have coine here and stated they
catch these big figures—4 to 10 thousand—-and average at 3,000 would be small with
all these big figures.—A. Well, take even a big year ; an average of 200 fish to the
shift where you employ day labour is a big average, -

Q. Well, suppose there are 30 boats tishing and they catch 3,000 salmon each
during the season, that would be 90,000 salmon and that would give you 18,000 cases,
would it not 1—A. Well, you have the figures ; I don’t know. .

Q. Well, simply multiply 3,000 by 30, and we must take some standard, a 6 pound
fish or 8 pound fish, call it 8 pounds, now with 10 fish to a case, that would be—oh, 1
see I am mistaken, I have made a mistake in your favour—yes ; that would be about
9,000 cases not 18,000-—yes, 9,000 cases.—A. Well, T don’t ever go into such_ﬁgu.res.
Last_year I had 50 boats and packed nearly 12,000 cases ; there is no use going into
any calculations. : '
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Q. That you think a fair average 1—A. It was my pack ; my neighbours may have
bea‘en that.

Q. And you had 20 boats, and you had to get the balance to make up fish for your
cannery 1—Well, T was one of the managers for the syndicate and I used for my special
cannery 50 boatr last year—that is cannery hoats um{ outsiders,

Mr. AnrusteoNa.-~Did you put up all fish that you could catch 1---Yes, :

Mr. ArwsTRONG.—Do you think that every person who has a hoat and net, beinga
fisherman, who applies for a license should got it § —A. Well yes, of course, I think 50,
because T think it very hard for a man who has his own boat and net if he could not
get it ; of course with limitation there comes the difticulvy. .

Q. Well, but suppose there is no limitation, should canners get less licenses 1—No.
T dow’t think the canners should be reduced—1I think if canners have 25 boats they
would want 25 outsiders-—even in a big year they would want them most of the time
because in these big years they don’t run s0 as one could not take care of all the fish he
wants ; of course there inay be one or two days when he would have to limit the boats.

Q. How many fishermen are there on the river ; do you know? that is white men ?
--A. No. T don't know —Mr. McNab could fell you that : there are a good many.

Q. Do you know if thero are many Indians that would fish if they had licenses 1—-
A. There ave some ; T. had some Indians fishing for me who had their own nets and
licenses. Now, it has been stated that Indians were in the power of the cannerymen---
that carnerymen took out licenses for them and then they had to fish for those cannery-
men.  Nov, T think the parties are mistaken in one sense-—of course any Indian that
gets a license will require assistance, something to he advanced to them in way or
of money, &e. If we consider an Indian is honest and will pay back in fish, why we credit
him just the same as any other ; but any Indian that has had his own license I have
treated as an outsider and given the same prices as I wonld white pien.

Q. With all Tndians who have boats and nets and all white men fishing, would
there not he sufficient fish caught to supply the canneries 1—A. Well, T don't think
canneries would want to be supplied by them at the prices they would want.

Q. Don'’t.you think competition” would be so great they would be glad to sell
them 2—A. Well, it is a risk T would not care to take. T don’t think that the Indians

many of them—would take out licenses ; most of them would rather work by day’s

. Jabour and know what they were going to get ; -they-are the people mostly supplied to -

the canners ; most of our labour are Indians ; of course wé employ some white men.

Q. Then you never made any caleulation of the number of fish that came into your
cannery in a session #—A. No. T could tell if T had wy books—1I imagine it took about
12 to a case lust year, but then that is only a surinise ; I have made those figures in
previous years.

Q. Well, you think you could not do with less than 25 boats 1—A. No. T don't
think we could do business properly.

Q. What effect on ordinary fishermen would this have 3 would it restrict them 7—-
A. No. T don’t think so, as I say every cannery would want 25 more boats, if we could
ret them. ’ : ,
§ Q. There are 22 canneries on this river 1-—A. I don't know ; McNab can tell you ;
there were saveral new canneries operated last year, I think, with the limitation on, of
course, it is very difficult to satisfy outsiders anyway, because two men equally deserving
apply and one cannot gat it. .

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Then do you think every British subject and fisherman should get a licence 1—
A. Yes ; only very strong reasons should prevent it. :

Q. Then you think that licenses to each and canneries getting 25, would be satis-
factory —A. Yes, &ir. ' .

Q. What would you do with freezers, salters, &c. 1—A. I would give them all the
fish they could use ; of course I would not want to say anything that would deprive
any one of a license, hut during the run freezers get more fish than they can use and
they sell them to the canneries ; that is a question for the department, T don’t want
to say anything about it. : 6

1
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Q. Well, but you should tell us what you think 1—-A. Woll, when canners fimst got
only 20 boats and freczers got 10—that is half the number the canners got--whereas
the canners get along with ten fish to the fieezers’ one, it certainly was not satisfactory
to canners while it might be to freezers, '

Q. Then you think the number of licenses to freezers and others is a matter for the
department, whilo canners should get 25, ‘and cvery British subject and fisherman
should get one 1—-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you anything to say about persons getting licenses and selling them ?
Should not men who get licenses use them-—the canners do don't they 1--A. The canners
do. Of course weo consider that, as T said befor, that when canners were restricted to 20
boats and handed the fish from twice that, it was a hardship that another should
receive ten hoats and not use the fish froin more than two or three, hut, of course with
limitation off it would not make so much difference.

Q. Then you dispute that new licenses should be given to canners - A, No, bat
the canners don’t like to have their own number of licenses reduced to bring all within
that established number. Our view is if 20 more canneries are erected, you should
extend the limit of the licenses. ' »

Q. Then that means that you are willing that there should be as many canneries on
the river as capitalists like to put up, but they should be established at a maximum
number of boats 1—A. Yes, T don’t think that we have anything to say ns to what the
department’s course should be towards the new canneries ; we only object that our
licenses should be taken from us to provide for them.

Q. Would it be wise for the department to discriminate as between the number of
licenses given to an old canner and a now one 1—A. T don't think so ; they should be
put on the same footing. Now T am in business and I consider that my interest should
be considered, but if I was not in business and wanted to engago in it, I think I would
have the right to as many as others, but T would not want to take from his licenses to
get mine, o

Q. Well, as regards the fee for these canneries, should they be alike on one river as
on another 1—A. Well, we have the benefit of a hatchery and that would he one reason
for us paying greater fees than those on a river that has no hatchery. I don’t think the
fuestion of fees troubles the canners. i

"7 Q. But on the Skeena it is 25 and here 820 : if the Skeena fee was raiced to 220
would that be unjust 7— A, Well, I think you should start a_ hatchery there before you
raise the fee. ) ) ) : :

Q. Then you think starting a hatchery there would put you on an equality —A.
Well, that would be a reason for raising the fee.

Q. But do you think license fees should be the same all over the province A,
My views on that matter—and I believe I would be in the minority —is that having
advantage of the hatchery and which T believe will be very much to advantage of
canners and fishermen—I think it a good reason why vie should have to pay more than
on the Skeena, ‘

Q. Then you think it sutlicient reason for paying £15, more than on the Skeena
for every license 1—A. I don't think jt excessive. .

Q. Do you belong to ths Syndicate 1—A. Yes.

Q. Have you any canneries on the Skeena1—A. Two.

Q. How many here -—A. Nine. . _

Q. And if the fee is changed on the Skeena two of these canneries would effect
youl—A. Yes: but that would not matter. :

By Mr. drmstrony :
- Q. How many boats do you employ at the canneries on the Skeenal—A. We
employ more up there. " ) '

By Mr. Wilmot : » -
Q. How would it stand as individuals then?—A. Ch well, I think they shoul.d y
equally as much as canners, for they are equally benefited by the hatchery, T think it

would be very unfair to charge a canner more than a fisherman,
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: but on the Skeena they pay 85, and on the Fraser $20 ; as a mntter of
justice between thess different parties do you think a fisherman gets the value of that
$15 difference from the hatchery I—A. 1'do—it will take but few fish at fair prices to
soon make up that difference,

Q. Skeena River canneries pack is fully as high as on the 'Fraser- River, T see
(pevusing B, C. Boal of Trade Report). Yes, the average of those on the Fraser River is
13,400 cases, and on the Skeenu‘ 13,000 cases, so they are about the same, you see 1—
A. Yes, :

Q. The Skeena River packers—how many licenses do they get 1—A, Well, T

s___cannot say that from my own knewledge ;-but-you van “get-that from Mi McNab.

T Q. And it would take as much labour and ‘exertion to get a sufficient number of
fish to put up 12,000 caves there, or more 1A, They would average about the same.

Q. How do they fish there1—A. Altogether with drift nets in deep water, no
seining.  But I don’t know as my evidence should be taken on that for really T don’t
know—T would not state that is the only method of fishing on the Skeena.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the working of seines-—A. Oh yes.

Q. Which is the most injurious, seine fishing or drift-nets?7—A. T don’t think it
would be wise to introduce seine fishing in the rivers. .

Q. How then as to the mouths of rivers—would it mean some Young and fish of all
kinds wonld be taken 71— A. Very nearly—1I think seines would interfere with the work
of dvift-nets, .

Q. And'their eapacity of catching—would they catch greater number
net 1—A. Well, if it was well situated probably it would
catch n great many small fish that escape the drift-nets. ,

Q. Is it judicious to use seines with 34-inch mesh when drift-nets are in use with
53 1—A. Of course, with seines they want to use mesh small enough so fish will not
gill, because if they gill it is difficult to take them from the seine, but it will catch a

_ great many fish that should not be canght.

Q. Do you know the eftect of seining ?

course T have had catches, large and swall. :

¢ Q. When a seine is being hauled, is it not a fact that fish run towards shore and
not against the net —A . Well, T don’t know that—I would, however, expect that.

~Q. And the consequence wonld be they would not xun the chance-of-being—gilled 7 ————

—Yes, T suppose so. , .

Q. At present seining is forbidden, 1 merely bring it up to see what you think of
it—a seine has the effect of sweeping along the bottom as well as the top and therefore
everything must be taken !—A. Yes, . >

- Q. Ts there anything =lse, Mr. Wadhams t—A. No. T thought you would like to

discuss the matter One party in giving evidence stated that he had caugh fish in

- August, referring to sockeye that had spawned. It was just a query : of course I never
thought that would be. . - . )

"W Tdon’t think it likely that fish caught in August would be spawned. In fishing

————-- _Your own boats you have relays —A. Yes; we fish with four men, ' :

- Q. And ordinary tithing—two men 1—A. Yes, .

Q. Would not cannerytaen have the advantage over outside men7—A. Well yes:

56 Viectoria. A, 1893

g

than drift-
—ordinarily, of course, seines

—A. No: I never had much experience--of

but our experience is that

Q. Are the men you use in yo

outside fishermen

t.

ur boats a

generally get moze fish than

our men.

s good as white men 1—A. Well, take some

_ Indians they

ave pretty hard to

Q. 'Well, take them all throu
the Indians will average, but as T

work.
By Mr. Armstrong :
. Q. How far out do

as the sand banks
© you know, e

gh1—A. Of course a good white man js

better than

say, take a

Q. Oh, I know, bLut is the average fisher:
Well, Indians are more apt to knock off whe

your boats go to fish as a rule )—4., Well, they go out as far
‘'sometimes, which is pretty near the ligllthouse——notrall'of them

168

n they consider they have done a good day's

good Indian and he is & pretty good man.
nan a better man than the Indian I__A.




___would seek these rivers...] -don't-think -they -would - EOAWAY.

Marine and Fisheries,

Q. Don’t they go beyond the lighthouse 7. A, Possibly, they wmay —they go as far
as the sands extend. ’

Q. Perhaps you don't know axactly how far the fishermem do go1--A. No, I don't
know exactly. .

Q. Don’t you think it detrimental to fis), coming in the river to place large numbers
of nets at the mouth of the river-— .\, No, I don't-—you might obstruct them for a
short period, but when they strike the river, you cannot keep them out long.

&

Q. You don’t think they would by headed off and gouway 1-- A, No. [ think thoy

By Mr. Wihnot ;

Q. Are there not improvements going un outside the mouth--will that affect the
channel I—A. Tt will muke it narrov-~r. : '

Q. Is it by driving piles?-— A, Yos, laying inattresses, (e,

Q. How will they affect your tishing 1A, Well, it will make it more diftieult to
fish there. , )

Q. Would it be possible to carry on your fishing within the limits of the channel ?
—A. Well, T would hardly expect 1o get a fish within that channel.

Q. And you would have to fish outsidel—A. Yes,

Q. And then the fish would haven hetter chance to get up into the main river 1—
A. Yes; T suppose so.

Q. Is that work in progress now?— A, Yes; T think so. T think boats are at work
at present.

Q. Well, T hope, M. Wadhams, in a’ juking sort of way, sir, that you have not

lost anything in giving your remarks in the first place, I considered that the precedent

- would be a bad one, and that others would perhaps say they would not give their -

evidence, but wonld go to Victorin.—A. T meant no discourtésy.

Q. Oh no, Mr. Wadhams, we quite appreciate that. Well, is there anything
further you would like to statel—A. No; I think not at present

Mr. Anvstroxa: Thank you, My Wadhams, thank you for your information.

JOHNNY MORGAN {coloured), of New Westminster, a native of British Colum.
bia, and a fisherman, o . ‘

« By M. Wilmor ;

Q. Well, what is your grievance, or what do you want 1—A. Well, I want to speak
of ways of fish along the rivei it Harrison. ‘ , ‘

Q. Well, what do you want to say about that!—A. After they come up there—
about a month after—the Indians catch them and dry them for their own use.

) Q. Do you mean on the main river?-—-A. No; on the Harrison River ; that is
hefore they spawn—about two weeks—that is about November. .

Q. Do they not spawn earlier than November?—A. Some of them do.  After they
find out they are going tospawn they don’t cateh them any move. The flesh gets white
after a certain time, and they are poor. )

Q. That is before and after, and at the spawning time 1—A. Yes, sir. )

Q. How long before the real spawning time do you see them getting white I—A,
Well, about two or three wecks—about the beginning of November—some before and
some after. Mcr> wet up before. The sockeye get up first, then spring salmon. )
- Q. Spriny sulion go there to spawn tool—A. Yes, sir; then the'cohoes go—in
fact all the fish, the cohoes, spring salmon and sockeye—they go up Morriz Creek to the
lake, except the spring salmon. They go up Siwash Creek and right along up to the
lake. They don’t go into Morris Lake at all. . . ‘ L

- . Q. Have you fished up there 1—A. T have both fished and spear-d . The principal
way they have of catching salmon for their own use is by spearing. _

Q. Have you ever got licenses to fish ?IE’IA Yes, sir.

E
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Q. They gi\';a You permission to fish with a net 1—Yes; down here.

Q. Then you cannot complain because you don’t get a licensel- -A. Well, T don't

know., o D
Q. You did get a licensel-—A. Yes; in my own nampe and paid ny own money

~ for it

Q. Did you catch many fish?—Yes; sometimes some Years, and sometimes not as
many as other years. - o .-

Q. What average, about4—A. T caught 3,000 last-year-—that was my - bad year—
the year before about the saine. ‘

By Mr. Armstrony : R

Q. What did you get for them?7—A. Last year 20 cents, the year before 10,

Q. Have you heen on streams or rivers where spring salnom spawn 1—A. They
spawn at Harrison right along the river.

Q. Have you seen them spawning between the town of Harrison and along the
river up to Harrison Lake—that is the spring salmon !—A. Yes, sir. s

Q. And spring salmon don't go into Harrisson Lake-—they go into Siwash River
and Lakel—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And how far is it from the mouth of the Siwash River to Siwash Lake 1—A.
About 8 or 10 miles, .

Q. And all along that river is it a spawning ground—rapid water?—:3A. Yes ; rapid
and with gravelly bottom. .

Q. What probable depth 1—A. Well, about a foot and in other places a foot and a
half. » :
Q. And the fish thiaw enter Morris Creek are principally all sockeyes!—A. Yes;
sockeyes, steel-heads, cohoes, and dog salmon,

Q. Well, sir, your information is useful in this way that some of the canners want
spring salmon bred here and the information you are giving would lead to the belief
that spring salmon go up Siwash ‘Creek and could be caught there—what time was
that 7—A. Yes, in November. ‘ '

Q. Have you caught many of them there ?—A. Quite a few,

Q 'Ihen“)'o“'ge"emll)"R"el‘aged’alxmt'3,000‘55]5,—0]{1:;\‘_*1765.—‘“‘““‘*"— T e " o

=== Q. Red or whitet-=A: They are mixed red and white, but after n time there they

all get white, : .
Q. TIs that the case witli Sockeye too?—A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Wilmot : ’

Q. Well, sir, T might state that the oflicers here have been seeking a place to get
spring salmon to breed from, and this information you have given leads to what they
require7—A. Yes, sir; there is another Creek—Silver Creek—1I think it is—it empties
into Hairisson Lake—that they go up. : : :

Q. Do you know anything of Stave River 1-—A. No, sir, . - ,

Q. What do you think of throwing offal into the river--good or bad for fish or
people 1—A. It might be bad for people, but I don’t know if it is for fish.

Q. Are many people fishing on the Siwash River1—A. Nothing but Indians.

Q. And they catch them by spearing, you say I—A. Yes, sir. )

Q. But not when spawning I—A. Not just at spawning time, because the meat is
not very good and for a while it is very poor. When the sockeye comes in numbers
they die —many die before they spawn and many after. .

Q. Do spring salmon die too?—A. Yes, .

Q." As numerously as suckeye 1A, Yes, sir. T think very few fish get back again,

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q: Do you reside up Harrison Rivor1—A. Yes, sir. .
Have you seen fish die-when they got a short distance this side of the bridge 1—
A, Yes, sir; I have seen many of them. 8’ T
‘ R 16
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" By M. Wilmot :

Q. Can you give us any reason why they die 1— . No, sir.
Q. ‘Where are the Hot Water Springs 1— A. Aboui three miles above,
T Q. And the outlet of the spring is right at Harrison Lake. Does it change the
colour of the water in Harrison Lakel—A. N 0, sir. -
Q. The tish dying are in Harrison River 1—A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you see them die in Siwash River7—A. No, sir: I have not seen them,

Slough -~ A. Tt is a part of the'Fraser—it comes down just a little below Harrizon,
*- Q. Do you know anything of the Pitt or Coquitlam Rivers.-—A. No, sir.

Q. Is there anything further You would like to say +—A. No, sir.

Mr. Witsor.—I am very glad you have given us the information you have ; we
have not had any one hefore giving us information as to these rivers, and it may he
useful hereafter.

Mr. ArMstroNG.— Thank you for your information.

Tlte Commissione. adjourned at 4 ., to meet again at 10 aan,, on 26th February,

New Westminster, B.C., 26th February, 1892,
Seventh Day's Session.

The Commissioners re-assembled at the Court-house, and was called to order at

10.20 a.m. :
PRESENT.—S. Wilmat, Esq., presiding ; Sheriff W, J. Armstrong ; Mr. C. F.
Winter, secretary. : o . . -

WILLIAM ARTHUR, of Delta, or "L'ulum-'s L:m(ling,.a native of England, a

- Q._The inference.is-the hot-water-has an-effect =ilo You'know anything of Nicomen )

farmer, and resident of British Columbia for thirty-three years, was duly sworn,

T T T By M Wit ; . - R

Q. If you have any statement to make appertaining to the fisheries of the Fraser
River, we will be pleased to hear it I—4A, | wish to speak on the offal business, T don't
kuow anything of the regulations about cannerymen or fishermen proper, but 1 wish to
speak particularly on the offal business, - : - .

Q. Are you aware that offal is forbidden by law to be thrown in the river?—A, I
have heard so, but T know it is always' thrown into the river. My farm is just two
miles from the Delta cannery, on a slough running in from Point Roberts. This slough
is not navigable, except for very small boats, at high tides the water is bank high, but
when it goes out- it leaves the soil perfectly dry. Tt is ten feet wide at my place down
to sixty feet at the cannery. The Delta cannery and Mr, Wadhams' cannery are not
v the 1ain Fraser, but they are on a slough; a sand bar runs down the river about
two miles ; steam-boats going to Ladner's Landing have to back down a mile to get
back. i . . :

Q. What is the name of the slough #—A. Cohiluthan Slough. .

Q. How far is it from—which cannery I—A. The Delta; it is right on the corner
of the slough, : ' . _

. Q. How many more canneries are there between that slough and Canoe Pass?-—A.
Mr. Wadhams' cannery—before a steamer can get back into deep water she has to
back about half a mile—now the offal is all thrown from the bottom of the cannery and

~ the tide comes up this slough and takes it clean up to wheré I live. The offal is all..

thrown from a hole in the floor to the water. , . , .
Q. About how deep is the water?-—A. Well, it is often dry; T have seen the Oﬂ.?l
from' a foot to eighteen inches deep until the tide comes. - When the tide runs up it

goes with a prétty big current and takes everything up to where I live, but when it _
169 ;
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recedes it leaves everything in the grass. It moves everything right up to the head of
the slough, and then it stays there, not only portions of offal, iut lots in front of my
door. 1 invited some canners to go and see it, but they would not Ko. Since these -
canneries have been there we have had much typhoid fever ; right along this slough we -~
have had seventeen cases of fever this last summer ; four cases in my own house
alone ; three I had to send to the hospital, and it cost me $600 to get them out. And

- Mr. Callioun—his farm is opposite mine—he had two of his sons and three of his hired
men down with typhoid fever, and so Mr. Calhoun had five cases in his house, A
quarter of a mile below my nephew lives, and he had three cases, and there were two
others further down nearer the river, and they had two cases also that I know of. _ I _

— think-if-thieoffal were taken out in the deep water where the current would take it off,
it would Lo less liable to cause sickness, but T am fully eonvinced that this typhoid
fever has been the result of offal heing thrown in, because there has been no sjckness
either side of us all summer. s , :

Q. What do you mean by “either side ?’—A. A mile on each side of us. There is
no current t take offal from either of those canneries—the tide comes right up. I refer
to the “ Delta” and Mr. Wadhant's cannéries. 2

Q. Do these two canneries carry on a large business—A. Yes, sir.

Q. To what extent—have you any idea —A. I don’t know ; I have beard that the
“Delta” put up two years ago 20,000 cases. {

Q. You have reference to 18907—A. Yes; I have heard in 1890 20,000 -—some-
thing like that. ’ /

Q. Have you any cause, or knowledge of your own, or could you give us any infor-
mation as to the humber of cases put up that year?—A, No, sir; I could unot—T only
speak from hearsay. K . ) -

Q. The hearsay is 20,0007—A. Yes; I think those two_canneries are situated
worse than'any others on the river, because there is no prominent point where the cur- -
vent strikes' to take it off. I think the offal should be taken from those canneries
especially. : _ ) :

Q. What ahout Canbe Pass 1—A. Well, there is quite a bit of sickness along Canoe
Pass as well, . < ’ .

Q. What canneries are there?—A. Well, T don’t know, T think there are three..
the Pheenix is one—T don’t know all the names. : s )

= Q. Are there cases of typhoid fever on Canoe-Pass?—A. ‘There has been; it isa ——

- larger body of water than our slough.  Canoe Pass is a very large stream.

Q. How wide might it be?—A. A quarter of a mile, 1 think. .
Q. The effects of offal there would not be felt as much as in your Slough 2—A. Not
as much ; there are little pockets in the sides of the Pass, little wash-outs, &c., and offal

works in these, and people who were piling hay had to go and remove it. .

: Q. And they removed it? For what reason!—A. The stench was so bad they

could not work. ’ . oL LT

Q. Is there an oil factory near therc —A. No ; the oil factory is on an island in
the river further up. ) ,
"Q. Do you know the name of the island on ‘which it is #-~A. T don’t know.

o .- Q. Crusoe Island? o
2l , mAszn (interrupting): Yes; you may call it that. °

, Mr. WiLnoT (to witness): You have resided for some time down' there 1—A. I
have owned land for 15 years and have had my family residing there for the last seven
years, X . ‘

Q. Have you been selling land there!-—A. No; T have not sold any, but T will
have to sell very soon if there is continued sickness. . i

Q. Has it affected your land A, Yes; I think it has depreciated the value of
land, in my estimation gﬁ.’O an acre, on account of the fever sickness being along that
. slough. I might say there was going to be a public meeting to-morrow at two o'clock

for peaple to give evidence to send before this Commission.
. Q. What municipality .- A. Delta. -~ 7= PN
Q. On the offal question alone 1—A. Xes; on the offal question alone.
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Q Are there many inhabitants in that municipality - A. Yes; they are quite
numerous there now—1I suppose there are a couple of hundred people in about a radias of
three miles there.

Q. All farmers?-- A, Principally, . '

Q. What is the product of farming operations there, cereals &e. 1—A. Yes ; cereals,
hay, fruit and genecral farming, : ’ ' T

Q. Well, the island formed between the slough and Canoe Pass 17Q, Well, it is an
unknown island ; it is a sand har formed for about. two miles long—at high tide vessels
might go over it. The offal is carried into that _slough and there.is.no-current- to *mk?‘

J &

itvut. . /
Q. Are you of opinion that means could be adopted for consumig this offal by mak-
ing ‘it into oil or adopting it for agricultural purposes.—-fertilizer I—A. Well, 1 have
used some of the material from this factory as a fertilizer and [ think it very goul,
Q. What sort of constituents has it—the refuse 1—A. Something like a brown
snuff, quite fine, like powder—I useq about 500 pounds of it last summer. . '
Q. And quite dry 7-:A. Yes, quite dry. » ’
Q. If thrown into water does jt float away or does it sink 1 A Well, 1 never

« threw it in, T throw it on the land.--T think if thrown in might float away—there is

no smell attached to it much. .

Q. Have you been at the ojl factory 1—A. Yes, I have been through it.

Q. Is there much offensive smell coming from that factory 1 —A. At the time of
working there is.

Q. Have they done much work there—have they manufactured much I—A, No;

v

not a great deal—I have heard it did not pay for itself, but the offal eould be taken
from these canneries in scows with false bottoms like sand from dredging. .

Q. Have you heard the reason why it did not pay 7—A. No; 1 thitk it has been
carried on, on an experimental scale —the Delta Cannery has taken some offal to this
factory last summer, but I lon't know if canners had any shares in it, &e.

Q. Do you thinl‘it would be any ditticulty for canners to take offal to these facto-
ries if established 7—A. Noj; it is a mere matter of towing the scpws there,

Q. Could offal he easily caught from the canneries 2—A. Yes, I think so—it would

> be nierely a matter of dropping it down from a shoot into hopper.

Q. What effect vpon fish has it 7— A, Well, T don’t know what effect it would have

" upon fish.

Q. Do fish eve~ come up the slough you speak of 2—A. 1 don't think any salmon

run up there-—nothing but small fish-—do;p-fish, suckers, &e.

Q. Have you any knowledge of what transpired there 20 or 30 years ago; during

‘the time you have heen there did any salmon come up 1—A." Fifteen years ago there

was no bar there ar«i steamers conld come in then. Formerly, T believe, the slough did
run straight througis, Sut I don’t think any fish went through. ‘ ) i

Q. Well, then this map is misleading, because it shows the water running straight
through into Georgia Straits. (Referring to map by albert J. Hill, in pamphlet for,
printed at the office of * The Columbian,” New Westminster, 1889).—A.-Oh no: no
water runs through—there is no opening and the offal backs up and comes_through—-T
have never been in the fish husiness and so cannot say much-about them. .
-Q. Of the inhabitants that form this municipality—-were there many ordinary fisher-
Inen or are they fishermen at present 1—A. No; most are farmers—there might be 15
or 20 fishermen. . . o

Q. Is the soil good and productive 1—A. Yes, very good. And the tendency,woul.d
be that farmers would settle there, but if there is as much sickness again as last summer, it
would deter people from going there, and I think it can be raced right to the offal.

Q. Areyou aware of this sort of difficulty prevalent anywhere else, except just at
Delta 1—A. 'On Canoe Pass, as T have told you.

Q. Anywhere else 1A, No; not that I know of ; B

. Q. Areyou sufficiently acquainted with operations in a cannery to know what pro-

portion of fish become offal and are thrown in the river 1—A. No, I an not—I would
suppose one-fifth or one-sixth goes into the river z.md very often thel_*e might be a scow

that goes —any unfit for canning are tlh7rfwn into the river. : . .
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Mr. LADNER (interrupting).—Mr. Chairman, I will ask you to ask Mr. Arthur if
lie knows that, and can state it in evidence? -
Mr. ArmstroNe.—Order, order.
. Mr. ArtiUR.—Well, I have known of fish to be thrown over from a scow.

By Mr. Wiimot ;

Q. And have you seen this on more than one occasion’—A. Well, what I have
seen myself and heard ; when there is a heavy pack it is done every season.
Q. Does it occur every sensoni—A. No, I don't think it occurred this season : I

know-that-last—seasor it was, because I went (o get some myself and the whole scow
load was bad, . )

Q. What number might be in a scow—A. From one to two thousand fish in a
scow ; T should think that fully. - .

Q. And you say that when these are bad and unfit for canning they are thrown
into the river t-—A, Yes; they are. I am not a cpnner myself, but state from hearsay,
and what I have seen. : Lo , .

Q. And can you say you helieve that if a large factory were started there this
offal can be used in shape of a fertilizer and vil I—A. Yes; I cannot say if it would
pay, but T know the fertilizer is good, and I have used the oil and it is good. T should
think about 2,000 gallons were used at the Landing last summer ; Mr. MecNeely told me
about 2,000 gallons were sold, i

Mr. LADNER (intercupting).-—I would ask Mr. Wilmot to ask Mr. Arthur if he
knows that for a fact himself? . . .

Mr. WiLnor.—No interruptions please; when you were liere you were heard
attentively, Mr. Ladner. .

By Mr. Wilmot (eont.inui'n-g). :

Q. So you think about 2,000 gallons of oil were purchased at Delta ; what value
per gallon 1—A. T think it is 50 cents. ) : v

Q. What use do they put the oil to I—A. Well, farmers use it for every shape in
which they use oil. )

-- Q. Is it good for lubricating machinery 1—A. Yes ; and for oiling hurﬂe&é, and in -~

fact everything owned on the farm. .

Q. It takes the place of the kind of oil they formerly used 7--A. Well, T have -
never heard of anything else but fish oil used there, R

Q. Well, but it takes the place of what was formerly used and bought elsewl.ere !
—-A. Of course. -

Q. You have been in the habit of buyirg oil other than this for lybricating, &c. 1
—A. Yes. ) :

Q. And at what price -—A. Just the same price as offal oil from the factory.

Q. It stands then on the same footing, as it were 7—A. Yes.

Q. Where is the nearest agricultural or farming operations carried on to you from
Delta ; is it all around that section of the country -—A. More or less all over; it is all
taken up; not an acre but what is owned ; of course it is not thickly popnlated as yet,

- but quite so around the river front. . ...

Q. Is this oil much used 7—A. Well, I don’t think they use anything else, for a
farmer goes and buys dog-fish oil. v
. Q. Is this oil used anywhere else; do you find lumbermen using it on skids, &e.?
—A. Well, I don'’t know. : .

Q. You know oil is used for that purpose—A. Yes; I know.

Q. And do you think this offal oil would be useful for this purpose !—A. Yes; I
think so, ‘ N T . i

Q. You must know, Mr. Arthur, the objeet of asking these questions is that in the
event of the offal being made into oil, we want to know if it is possible for it to be used
for these purposes 7—A. Well, T think it preferable to dog-fish oil, because it ;s not
50 offensive-to the smell, : - o .
’ 1713




--away back in the woods—the cattle cannot get anything else.

./ lccated there first.

Marine and Fisheries.

Q You don't know anything about the fishing husiness, and don’t care to make
any remarks ; you have no suggestions to make ? What is your ides as to the close season

—at present it takes in from Saturday morning at six ¢elock until Sunday afternoon .

at six 9’clock I—A. Oh, well, T think that is very good. I am not interested, but [
thmlf it would give time for fish to run up from Saturday inorning to six o’elock Sunday
evening e

Q. Now, from a moral standpoint, is it preferable to have any operations on Sun-
day used for fishing purposes!— A, I think not. - <

Q. Then you think it Justifinble, not only to fish, but to inhabitants coming here; that———————

~the-whole-of Sunday slionld be Kept I—A. 1 do.
Q. Now, a great many settlers complain that they cannot get licenses ; do you

thitk every man, a British subject, should get a license to fish if he wants it 1—A. I

do; I think that every man who is a fisherman should ‘get ity but it should not be

transferable, and I think one license enough for one man.
Q. From the point of causing immigration to the country, do you think it would
_ advance the population here if every man got a license 1—A. I think it would ; 1 think
- if cannerymen get all the licenses they want, very few other persons would get the
chance of fishing, A
Q. You don’t say canners should not, get auny licenses 1—A. Oh, no: I don’t sa
that, but if canners get great nuinber of licenses, why fishermen cannot sell their fish,
Q. Have you known of people leaving the country because they could not get
licenses to fish7-—4A. They have told me so, that they were going nway because they
could not get a chance of a Jicense or sell fish, i
‘ Q. Are you now satistied in your own mind that offal could be converted into oil
and fertilizers by the application of the necessary means from the canneries -—A. do,
and T don’t think, even if it could not be used in the factory, 1 don’t think it would be
of but very little expense to take it out into salt water, because there is never a day
but the canneries from Delta, take a steamer to the mouth of the river, they take
the scows down,
Q. And you think it would be conducive to the benefit of the cannery, if they did
this?—A. Yes; to the health of the cannery. o .

. ]f,;/ Mr, Armstrong, .. . ._M_,_,;h.‘,; I

Q. Are there any cesspools and other stagnant recesses near your house to makea

smell there, other than what cones from the slough?—A. No, sir; there is nothing to
account for the sickness other than the offal ; beyond a mile from the slough there was no

. - sickness ; around the slough there were 16 cases and three or four deaths.

By Mr. Wilmot.

Q- Where do you get your water, along theslough 1—A. We have to catch rain
water, my cattle have to drink the water from the slough.

Q. Well, if the cattle drink this, was there anything bad in the milk /4. Well,
& canneryman told e that—that the sickness came from the milk, but whether this is
from the cattle drinking the water or not, we could not get water anywhere else, except

By Mr. Armstrony :

Q. Are there not a numker of persons down there who use water out of the slough 1
—A. Yes; they have to—they take it from the slough and filter it if the tanks run
out. When we first went there to live we drank water from the slough,

- By Mr, Wc‘lm_o{ ;-

Q. About 16 years ago 1—A. Yes. : S .
 Q Were there any canneries there then?—A. No, there were no canneries when I

: ‘ B R
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Q. And you drank the water from this slough 7—A. Yes, but we don't do it now—
~e are afraid to doit. ‘

Mg. WiLxor.—Thank you—that will do Mr. Arthur.
13

E. A. JENNS, of New Westminster, a bavvister, and resident of British Columbia
for 11 years, was duly sworn.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Well, if you have any statement, Mr. Jenns, we ure prepaved to receive it 1--
A. T would prefer if you would ask me the questions in order, )

Q. Well, in regard to the offal question 1—A. Well, sonie seven or eight years ago
when younger, I used to go fishingand shooting on the river,and T huve seen the shoots
at the canneries leading into the water continuously day after day, and I have seen the
small fish around them in great numbers. No part of the intestines ¢ver reach more
than the water before being consumed by the thousands of small fish, and the larger parts,
the heads and tails, are eaten up by sturgeon and the larger fish. T don’t believe that
the injury froni offal is one half as much as from dead fish loating down stream.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. What effect has offal on fish and fish life I—A. It simply serves to feed the -
lower class of fish. . ’ .

- Q. Any effect upon the ‘entrance of the commercial class of fish passing up?--A.
T should think not ; T could not say whether or not, but I believe not.

Q. What effect has it, do you think, from a sanitary standpoint I—A. Well, the
only place I have ever heard of it is from around the Delta, where lots are found, but
even there, T don’t think the smell would be as bad as above lere, ’

Q. Then you think it has an effect 7—A. Tt night have down there, but not

4:#:::';5?5’1:';‘ .-g::: g e
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here. -

’ Q. What is the effect of water and air being pure, is it not better from sanitary
effects than if not-—A. Well, yes, I certainly grant you that, but you have not proved
yet that the water or air is made impure by offal.

"~ Q. Then you think it hias no effect upon water or air by throwing in large quantities
of offal =—A. I think it has very little effect, because I think it is consumed at once.

Q). You think it is consumed as it falls from the canneries1-—A. T have seen the
water apparently to the eyerise three inches as the small fish rushed up.

Q. Or would it be from rising on top of the offal underneath it ? (laughter)-—A.
No: it would be from the fish rising up to get the ofial, ;

Q. Have you seen fish in shoal water with their backs out of the water 1—A. Well,
1 have seen fish in the upper waters of the Fraser River in places where the water was

- shallow, fighting their way up—they laid back to back—the smaller fish don’t come up
that way—they go with a rush. . :

Q.- Then you think offal is not injurious to man or beast 1—A. No; not if deposited

_in deep running water—on shore it may,’ '

Q. Then if it lodges along the sloughs 1—A. Well, T don’t think it would be as bad
as from death of fish. - T know of one farmer in Chilliwhack who took away 50 loads of
dead fish. ‘ ' ‘ :

Q. But Chilliwhak is not down here?.—-A. Well, hut it is just the same as here-—
Chilliwhack is only 40 miles away—I have seen dead fish in great numbers 500 miles.
from here. . ) i

Q. But if you or your family were living along these sloughs would it not be offen-
sive —A. Well, not at the canneries—1 am speaking of when there were canneries in
the town here—Mr. Ewen had one, and 1 think there was another in town then, too. -~ — -

Q. Then you would not mind living alongside a cannery 1—A. No; T would not,
except for the Chinamen. . ~ : T

Q. Then Chinamen are worse than the offal are they 7—A." Yes. I think so, a good
deal. (Laughter.) .
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Q. And you say the offal goes down from a shoot into the water and the little fish

raise themselves out of the water to get it1—A. Yes. T have seen it time and time
- again.
8 Q. Do you know what fish these are —A. They call them suckers.

Q. Do you know that suckers are n voracious figh 1—A. They are a greedy fish 1

know. ’ ‘ .
Q. Do you think they eat the heads and tails 1—A. No, Tdon't ; hut they eat the
intestines—the heads and tails are eaten by the sturgeon, -~

Q. But these large quantities that are sent along the sloughs—is that what has
escaped being eaten by the large fish 1—A. If it is so, I su pose so.

Q. You spoke of large numbers of salmon coming ({:)wn from the upper waters
dead —have you ever seen them here 7—A. No, but T have seen them in thousands bet-
ween Boston Bar and Yale--T have seen a fow iere, but they don't appear on the sur-
face as above, . . .

Q. The place you speak of is several miles from here -~ A. The place 1 speak of is
over a hundred miles from here—T have seen a few floating here and have seen them
along the shore here and there deposited. :

Q. From what source were they depusited7—A. Well, T have simply imagined that
they were washed up by the tide. '

Q. Would you think they were from the canneries?—A. No, I don’t think so—I

~ didn’t think there were any canneries above hore, o

Q. Were canneries not above here~.what about the “Bon Accord” and Mr. Laid-
law's cannery 1—A. Oh well, if you tell me there are canneries above here, of course, I
suppose there is, ' -

Q. Ts it not possible that this offal which creates in the estimation of the

ublic
here so much offensiveness—could it not be made into oil or something 1 A. “’ell, I
don’t know anything about that-—it is a speculation --1 would not care to go into it

wyself, it might not pay, though T don’t kyow. :
Q. You say offal from fish is not ini{rious to fish or to inhabitants1<:A, That is
- my opinion, . -

Q. How about saw-dust 1—A. know nothing about that, ,

Q. About the limitation of licdhses —A. No. I don’t know—1I know the canneries
must have fish to work with on Monday —-the present close season seems to me to have
Leen found the best of uny. .

Q. You are a legal man you say—if a man has business you think you should
work on Sunday for him 1—A" Yes. T would work on Sunday or any other day.

Q. ‘And you have no fear of that which appertains to the christinn world 1—
A. Well, T would not like to say that either,

Q. Do you know of anything about - artificial fish-breeding 1-~A. T beliove it is
beneficial. L o ' ' : o :

Q. Do you know anything of the distribution of licenses 1—A. Well, that again
I can only speak of from a business point of view—what number I cannot say, but
I think every British subject should havea license. But from my experience I can speak
of only some canneries—tho cannerjes make arrangements in the spring to put up so
many cases—fifteen, twenty, or thirty thousand cases as it ma be—then they make a
contract with intelligent fishermen to supply them with fish—if they get few fish
their own boats are fully employed—if they get too wany fish then their boats are first
withdrawn—that is working with an established number of licenses--for if they execute
& contract with outside fishermen, of course if they did not adhere to it, would be a matter
of so much damages, N . :

Q. And with an established number of 25 or 40 licenses the make these caleu-
lations-—if they got one-half- the number of licenses they woulc{ make one-half the
nrrangements 1.—A. Well, no, it would depend upon their capital and other things, =

Q. And you think there should be an established number and every fishermen
should get a Jicense 1—A. Certainly, '

.- Q. And do you think there should be bartering and selling of licenses 1A, I
~ simply think that the man who takes a license or licenses should use them for himself— .
~ it is not a matter of speculation. ) ’
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Q. What are your views in regard to the license fee being the same for all canners
in the province?—-A. That T am not prepared to say.

Q. Well,sir, I thinkthat is allthe list of questions—if you haveanything further?—
A. I have one or two things I would like tosuggest I heard one witness speaking about
the different runs of fish in thé river. 1 cannot speak from personal knowledge, but the
man who knew most about fish in the river was Mr. Charles Hughes—he is dead now,
unfortunately— I give this simply as information. He was a man who knew about what
he was talking and he told me when the Whites first came out here the stories they got
from Indians were to the effect that there were five runs of fish in the river, and they -
didi't believe them. Then a man was sent out from England and stayed here a year—
a Naturalist - and after studying the thing out they found there were really five different

~ classes of fish in the river-—then a man named Lord wrote a book about the salmon in

-

British Columbia and telling of the different kinds. Another thing is, T don’t think from
what [ personally observed, or from what T have heard, that any sockeye ever return to:
the sea after they enter the river. .

Q. Have you any knowledge of that fact I--Yes; I have been travelling up and
down the river since 1878, ) .

Q. How do you think that the species would be kept up if all die I—A. Well, that
T cannot say —there is one proof outside of what I have heard and that is this—salmon
can be. caught going up river, but I never heard of tish being caught going down.

Q. But fish are no use then -—A. But the experiments have been made—just like
the experiments to cateh them with a fly.

Q. Do you know the causc of that sir, why they cannot be caught? They never
take the fly in the breeding season in any country in the world—they only take the tly
when they first come in and in clear water I—-A. Well, I know salmon will take either
the spoon or fly in the salt water at the mouth of the river, and that salmon will take "
the fly and spoon in England. i .

Q. They do in some of the lakes and streamsi-—A. Then the effect trout have
upon the salmon—they are not merchantable here but they are in Victoria, 1 have
seen the salmon spawning and the trout following up and eating the roe almost as soon
as it is deposited. !

Q. Yes; that isa provision of nature—all tish live upon one another—either directly
or indirectly. Targe tish consume the smaller ones, but evidently they leave enough eggs

‘to furnish these eanners with enough fish to carry on their operations.-——A. There is just

one other remark-—J den’t know if it is of much int-rest.—five years ago I was up to
Coquitlam Lake, and T have seen salmon in great nuun.ers there dead upon the water
—some sockeye were, and I have seen them there dead after spawning.  One of the
Indians who was with me took one of the dead salmon out of the water and stripped it
to get sume of the spawn to fish with for trout. ] .

- Q. Then the consumption of water from this lake, would it not be hurt by the num-
bers of dead satmon? I understand that you are to draw water from this Iake for the
city—if large numbers of dead fish are there would it not be hurtful to the water —A.
Yes ; certainly it would. ) - .

Q. Then would not this large amount of offal thrown into the river be hurtful ?—

A. Well, T dor. t think so—it is all eaten up at once. I have drank water myself from

the river in v inter and have b:en made almost sick from it. From what I have seen of
Coquitlam Take, I don’t think the water would be very much hurt.

" Q. You would only draw good water then for the city. You would not draw the

~bad water} (Laughter.)—A. Well, T don’t know.--I don’t think it would bo hurtful.

F. L. LORD, a native of tiie United States, residentin New Westminster—15 years
in British Columbia—and a salmon packer, was duly sworn,

By Mr. Witnot: - o

You prefer gAiving your own statement to answering questions I—A. Yes; I would
prefer it for awhile anyway. It is my opinion that offal does no particular harm to fish
, 176 '
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or fish life—I cannot see where it does any. 1 would not undertake to say it does not
actually do any, but I don’t know that it does any particular harm-—-there- might be,
but I ({on’t know anything about it. .

Q. What further do you know then 2--A., Well, from my oxperience in the salnon
business we have been practising dumping it down through shoots into the water—that
has been the practice. : :

Q. Have you been aware all "this time that it was an illegal practice 1.—A. Well,
there has been no law enforced to the contrary. ’ o

_ Q. The law is in force—it is only that your permission given to not observe it is
revoked.—A. I suppose so. .

Q. And the law was not revoked either this Year or lust year, therefore it must
have been in force2—A. T am not an owner—my employers would be liable.

Q. What cannery would you bo with7—A. 1 have been with Mr, Wadham's
for & number of years past.

Q. What quantities of fish are brought in annually 1—A. O, well, if & man packs
15,000 cases we calculate from eleven to twelve fish o acase, and that 15,000 cases
would apply to some years while, 8,000 cases would better apply to sonme other years,

Q. What would be the weight of salmon of that kind F—A. Well, T could “not say
what proportion we throw away. .

Q. That is not the question T asked.—A. Well, about four or five pounds after they
are cleaned, ’ o i :

Q. But T asked you what are the average weights of salmon brought in by the
tishermen I-—A. I don’t know., : :

Q. What timé were you engaged in salmon business A, About sixteen years.

Q. Andyoudon’t know the average weight of the fish you handle J— A, Well, I don't
know —I never weighed them; if you want me to guess, why of ~ourse-——

- Q. Oh, well, you guessed at these other mattery, did youl—A. No, T know that ;
oh, well, T would say the fish would be in the neighbourhood of 8 pounds. ’

Q. Do you got any fish weighing &, 9 or 10 pounds?---A. Well, probably 10 pounds
would be too much, '

Q. And what the average1-—A. T would say from 6 to 7 pounds.

Q. And you guessed at that, too1—A. I am guessing it, of course, because T never
weighed them. R

Q. And if other canners make oath that it is 7 or 8 pounds would they be correct ?
—A. Well, Idont know ; I don't like to be fastened down to a point ; I should suy the
general average would be about 7 pounds. . ,

Q. Canners and others say about 7 and 8 pounds?—A. Well, T suppose I should

" say 7 or 8 pounds. o S .

0. And now there will be no guess work as to the number of fish that come in 71—
A, Oh, no, I know that, Lo -

Q. What number of fish would he brought in daily 1—-A." Well, it depends on the
season ; sometimes they will bring in two or three huadred, and perhaps next day you
will only get 20 or 30, . .

Q. Is there any time in the season when large numbers are taken 1—A. Oh, yes;
it is very hard to say ; soine men will go out and catch between seven and eight thou-
sand fish, : -

Q. Some will catch 10,000, don’t they ?—A. Well, I have heard so, but I don't
know whether they do or not. -

Q. Well, many of them catch 5,0009—A. Yes; I should think many of them
would catch 5,000, - ° '

Q. And these fish sre brought into the cannery I-—A. Yes; they are all brought
to the camps first. They are then brought to the wharf and then cleaned and put
on tables for cutting. - .

Q. What is the first process in cleaning I— A. Taking off the head, then taking off
the fins, and then splitting the belly and cleaning out the entrails. Then the tail is cut
off and thrown out into the water. ‘ E

Q. What is the next process then §—A.- After the salmon is washed thoroughly it
is cut into the right lengths by a machine with revolving knives, to suit the cans,

. 17
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). Well, then, they ave cut in so many pieces, and these are the picces that make
the vang, and each can takes one, and one fish will make how many enis of that size -—
A. About four cans. .

. An eight-pound salmon will make four cans?—A. Oh, T wou't say the eight-
pound salmon,

Q. Well, we started with an eight-pound salmon; we will say four cans?-—A.
Then they are thrown in the brine tank, and then thrown out and drained, and then
they go on the tilling tables, and then they ave put in cans.

Q. A pound in each>—A. Yes; they do get a poundin ench. The next process is,

- all divt is thoroughly washed off the can, &e., and then they pass on to the soldering

machine and then they are cooked. After steaming they ave washed in the lye kettle,
thoroughly washed off in a clean kettle and piled away. 7

Q. And they ave then ready to be packed for market after beiug labelled?--A,
Well, they are piled up in a pile—before this they are tested, and leaks fixed up, &e.

By Mr. Avinstrong :

Q. After they are steamed, do you not put holes in every can?—A, Yes; they are
punched with a Lole, and after the steam comes out they are then closed up.
Q. And does nny liguor come oft -~ A. Yes; a little liquor goes, too. -

By My, Wilmot ;

Q. How many hands are employed in o cannery I—A. ‘Well, in the neighbourhood
of 100, all told—that is, in a cannery with a capacity of 15,000 cases, because
there ave only u few days when all can be working fully.

Q. Of those 100 hands, how many are foremen generally 1-—A. I have been a fore-
man-=there would be a foreman of the Chinamen--he would be a Chinaman,

Q). Yes; but how many white men in specified positions A, Well; then there is
the foreman of the cooking ; then theve are firemen, and several other assistants,

Q. The fivemen would be white men, and all the rest Chinameni—A. No; there
would be a white inspecting the filling, and white men would be in chatge of the retorts,-
timing and keeping the proper temperature ; then watchmen, &e., about eight white men,

Q. Would that be a fair average in other canneriesl--A. Yes; there might be
days when they would bring in one or two others. .

Q. And the rest 7— A, Klootchmen and Chinamen—the greater number Chinamen.
The Indinn women wash the fish, and pile the eans away, and such work as they can do.

Q. Are Chinanmen paid by day work, or on contract 1—A. Well, some canneries are
different.  Some Chinamen contract to do the work at so much a case. Mr. Wadhams
engaged his men by days’ pay. ) : ,

Q. Do you know how much the boss Chinamen gets per case =—A. About H0 to 70
cents a case, ] don’t know what it costs other cannerymen. -

Q. A trifle over a cent a can 1—A. Yes. o }

Q. And the Indian women, they are paid by the day 1.—A. In the case of a con-
tract they would he paid out of that 70 cents, or whatever it might be. )

- Q. Oh, then the whole of the work is done by the Chinaman boss?—A. Yes; the
whole thing ; and of course these Chinamen pay the Klootchmen.

Q. And the only other white men would be the six or seven you mentionl—A.
Yes; that applies to some canneries. .- . e

Q. Well, it is the general thing, is it not 1.~ A, Well, I think a number of canneries
have been doing it by the day.” " . :

Q. Then the white labour ewplyyed in & cannery, turning out 15,000 cases, are
some six or eight white men—A. Yes; but I may say it would not pay any white to
do the work the Chinamen do for the pay, or anything like what the canneries would
be willing to pay. o : .

Q. And if any class would do it for 35 cents, you would take legitimate work away
from others for them ?—-A. Yes; we would all do that—we would get it as cheap as

possible.
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Q. Have you any knowledge of the Columbia River 1—A. Yes i I have been through
there, and I huve never seen a white man employed there in this work—a white man
would starve to death,

Q. Then the canneries that are run by this work—the proportion of expenditure
would be nhout the same —contract and days’ work 1-—A. About the same, I think.

Q. What do you pay the Indian women?—A. 10 cents an hour. In Wadham's
cannery they are paid 124 cents—some less. Chinamen are paid 230, 832 and 2454
month, . Some few hinamen are puid as high as #45 a month, but very few, T think.

Q. Then on the whole, contract prices and day prices is about the same thing 7-- A,
About the same thing. . Speaking of my own experience, I had to run around and get

- atll the white men 1 could. '

Q. Do you try to get Chinamen first 1—A. No, I don’t;; but we could not afford to
take white wen.’ ' -

Q. Then & white man is better than a Chinaman 1—A. Oh, yes.  Of course T would
prefer a good white man to a good Chinaman uny time. )

Q. Can you give us any description further as to the mode in which these people
ure paid-—ure they paid in money or in trade?—A. In money.

Q. Are there attached to the canneries, shops or business places, where cannerymen
keep goods for sale to Chinamen and workmen 1—A. Yes ; miost of them have theirown
shops in connection with the establishments. :

Q. And in which the workmen trade considerably for their wants, &c.1—A. Yes;

but T don’t think they would get much except food and provisions, They have a few
little things, dry goods, &e., but they don’t amount to much.
Q. But there would be & considerable amount of goods consumed in the course of
yearl-—A. Yes; in places where they were away from stores.

Q. And do thdy import these things—do they get them from San Francisco or else-
where?—A. o I think they get them from Victoris, and in the towns hore,

Q. Do the workmeén—Chinamen, Klootchies, &e.—get all the fish they want gratis
for their own food 1 —A. Yes; usually they do. ) .

2

By Mr. Arnistrony :

Q. Do they get all the white salmon and other tish not canned 1--A. Yes ; I think
there is enough white salmon caught during the sockeye run to supply the Indians with
food. T might, however, be going too far in this, hut-——

Q. And are all given to the Indians -—A. Yes; as far as I know.

- Q. Are they in good condition—A. Yes; invaviably in good condition.’

Q. You know of no instance where salinon became unfit for canning purposes 1-—A.
Well, there are cases of sun-burnt salnon, which would be unfit for canning, and they
are thrown overboard, . ‘

Q. Are there any instances in your memory where a whole boat-load would be un-
fit—keeping over night too long, &e.1°-A. No; I don’t know of any such case—all boats
deliver fish at the scows and none at the cannery. I don’t mean that scows come in with
sun-hurnt fish on that scow. T mean that fishermen will catch fish and throw them in
the boat, and when they ate not properly covered ove., they will get sun-burnt and
damaged. ' .. ‘

(%. Ave these fish easily discerned?—A. Yes; the Klootchmen get them and they
watch closely, because they get all thess fish for themselves. ’ .

Q. But some are thrown overboard1—A. Sometimes. .

Q. And these occurrences must occur more or less in a large business #-— A, Yes:

By Mr. Wilmot ; ) - -

Q. And these things cannot be avoided 1—A.- Oh, well, yes; if you watch every
fisherman. :

. Q. And these white spring salmon that come in—-are they kept separate?—-A.
Yes; they are kept separate. ARV

Q. How many spring salmon does it take to a case’— A. About four or five to a
case. On the Colurr-ﬂia River it takes a fraction over three. ’ :
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). They average Inrger there 1— A, Yes, .

Q. Amf sockeye do not frequent the Columbin River?—A. No; I don’t know of
ary.  Tdon’t know of any sockeye below the Straits, excepting in around Point Roberts.

" Q. And when the sockeyes are coming in in the last of the scason, the hump-
backs are running, too 1 —A. Yes; but they are not fit for canning.

Q. What is done with them —A. T think they ave thrown overboard. R

Q. And they cannot help catching them 1—A. Oh, ho; they cannot help catching
them.  After the second spring salmon run, we have the cohee ron,

Q. And you pack them I--A. No; we do not pack them at ull-they don’t come in -
sutticient quantities to pay. ’

Q. And their flesh 1—A. Oh, their flesh is ull right, as far as T have noticedi.

Q. And they would be in at what time 1A, In the latter part of August. They
follow right after the sockeye run.  Some cannervies huve canned spring salmon, but only
for one season.  They didn’t find it profitable, :

‘ Q. And there would be a greater number thrown away or given to the Indians, be-
cause they are uselessI—A. Yes.

Q. Aud cohoes—what is done with them 1A, Well, they are very numerous, hut
we do not fish for them unless the freezers and market-men handle them. Canners leave
them alone. -

Q. Are®cohoes inereasing in numbers in the viver to what they were I—A. Well, I
cannot say. ’ :

Q. What effect would it have upon the river if you caught sockeyes continuously,
and allowed the humpbacks and colioes to come free—would they not preponderate 1—
Ao Tt does not seem to have that eflect : but, as 1 say, I doi’'t know the first thing about
salmon breeding.

Q. Have you hud some experience in modes of fishing other than the modes of tish-
ing ¢illed gill-netting and drifting 7 Any of the mode of fishing by seines-—have you
found that a seine would be a more injurious net for catching tish {—A. Tt might Le in-
jurious in this way that it would catch ungrown salmon. T think gill-net fishing catches
lots of tish. T don't think they would do any better with a seine. The seine is gener-
ally thrown around a shoal of salmon, and it takes them all in.

Q. But & drift-net would not take them all in7—A. Well, T suppose a seine would
take them all in a shoal, but a drift-net will take more in the river than any seine will.

Q. But would a seine not be more likely to take more tish out of a shoal than a
drift-net 1—A. Yes; out of one shoal T think it would. . ’

Q. Have you anything to say about the close season 1—A. No; I think the way ic
was last year is about right. -

Q. Would it seriously affect canners if extended to 12 o'clock Sunday night }—A.
Oh, yes; they would never get a boat out at 12 o'clock.

Q. The reason T ask you is that many persons think Sunday should not be broken,
but you think it shonld be left alone (i.r., the present season left alone)?—A. Yes;
the season is very short, and T think it would not do to hamper us too much.

Q. Then, if the season was half as short you would tuke all Sunday —A. Well, T
don’t think it hurts to use Sunday, and then it lets fish get up the river. .

Q."What do you think of artificial breeding?—A. Well, if you estimate that
catching lots of fish kills them out, and therf we have good runs of fish, I would be
willing to give the hatchery the henefit of the doubt. S

Q. Do you think any man a British-suljject should have a license 1 =A I'think —
every inan, a resident and British subiect should get a license. - o : : -

2 Should it be transferabiel—A. No; I think a man who gets a license should
tish it. [ N

Q. Do the cannery men have relays of men !—A. Yes.

Q. And a boat running all the time?—A. Yes.

Q. And ordinary tishermen have one boat and net 1-—A. Yes. .

. And would not that be in favour of the cannery boat with four men 1—A. Well,
you would think so, but 1 kidiow our experience is that with a good run of salmon they
will pile them up, but with a poor run they don’t do much ; but if it was not for the
canneries the four men in a boat would go hungry.
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Q. Yo you think the fees should be the same on the.Fraser, Skeena and Naas 1—
A. Well, T don’t know much about them. I think- all-should-pay 220-alike—1-don't-
see why they should not. ' ‘ : o .
Mr. Wixor.—Well, sir, we have got some very useful-information from you,

By Mr. drmstrong : S

Q. T might ask you—you say there is nearly e.iough white salimon caught to supply
the Indians who might be fishing 1-—A. Well, I 'don’t want to be fastened down to that,

Q. Well, are these fish given to the Indians counted in among the number given
as caught in the year 1-—A. Well, I don't think so; we don't pay for those fish to men
fishing for so much apiece, but with a man working by the day of course they would.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Nor colioes, humphacks, &e. t—A. No. Did T understand Mr. Arthur to sy
that he had seen scow loads of fish only fit to be thrown away 1 Because if he did, T
can say that it is not true.

Mr. Witmor.——No 5 T don't think he said that. S

Mr. ArmsrroNG.—But you have no right to say that uny man’s evidence is not
true; you can say that you have never seen such a thing.

Mr. Lokn.-—Well, T have never seen such a thing. - 1 have seen fish thrown from
the wharf, but not scow loads unfit for canning. - T

My, Winsor.—Very well, sir, if that is all, and you have nothing more to repre-
sent to us, that will do.

It being 12.30 pim. the Ci-sieman declaved the Conunission adjourned, to meet
again in the same place at 130 pan. ' ’

New Westyisster, B.C., 26th February, 1802,
Afternvon Session.

The Commission assembled in the Court House and was called to order by the
Chair at 2 o'clock, p.m. . .

Present :--8. Wilmot, Esq., in the Chair; Mr. Sherift Arnistrong, and Mr. C. F,
Winter, Secretary. .. B .

JOHN J. MCDONALD, a native of Nova Scotia, a resident of British Columbia
for over seven years, now living some eight miles above New Westminster and describing
himself as a practical fisherman, was duly sworn. '

By M. Wilmot :

Q. Do you desire to make any vemarks upon the fisheries of the Fraser River or
elsewhere in this province 1—A." Well, I desire to inform you that T have been refused
a license for the last three years, I think. :

Q. You regularly applied for it I—A. T applied at the office here.

Q- Wasany reason given why you should not haveit 7—A. Yes; therc was o little
reason why I should not have it—the fiest year I fished on the viver with another an
who had a license—the second year I didu’t take the trouble to come to town to get a
license of my own, not knowing there ever would be a limit. The manager of the
British America Factory supplied me with a license, .

Q. Was it written in your name?—A. No; not that I know of-—my name was not
on the books the following year when I applied for license.

Q. Then you do not know if it was in your name or not?—A. 1 think not-~T am
not nrepaved to say. Three years I applied for a license and they told me I should not
have a license because I did not have a license the year before, I had to go to work in
a cannery. . :
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b Q. In the eannery or with a boat and net 1--A. No; I went to work net mending
f in connection with the cannery.
L Q. Before going any further were you not a fisherinan in Nova Scotia 7— A, Yes,
H siv; 1 fished salmon in Nova Scotia and Newfoundland. h
L& Q. What induced you ta coms here?—A. Well. I came here thinking there would
; ! b good chances of going into fishing or sailing on the voast. :
S Q. Well, you could not get any license and had to work in the canneries —A. Yes,
REG . siv; T had to work in canneries, or at least the fourth year as T might say.
1+ R Q. That was in '01--last year I-~A. In the year before T was refused a license
T RIS and had to go to Point Roberts,
£ Q. Inthe United States1—A. Yes; T went tliere and tried to get up a trap-—I
2l had no means to put out the kind of trap suitable for the place, so I made'a failure of it.
i ?{ Q. Isit trap-nets they fish at Paint Roberts or pound-nets 1-—A. “ Pound-nets * 1
¥ ? think they should properly be enlled—pound-nets and seines. . ’
% - Q. And you could not get on there -A, Yes ; for want of means I could not get
31% onthere. . NS -
i Q. What then 2—A. The following year again I could not get a license so I had to

-~ gu up into the upper country to work.,
: Q. Lumbering --A. No; T went up building a telegraph line.  Last yeor Idid not
apply for_license. thinking I would not get_any, so.I _was appointed - guardian on the - -
river—1 asked for the appointient and got it. - p

Q. Where were you working at on the river I—-A. I was appointed for Conuitlam,
but the inspector put me down on the North Arni.

Q. And your guardianship extends’ how far—the whole of the North Arm I— A.

The whole of the North Arm - from Westminster down to the Sand Heads. e

Q. The Sand Heads ! How far out from” Sea Island 1--A. About a mile and .
half or two miles beyond Sea Tsland, ’ - .

Q. Well, that distance from Westminster is how many miles1—A. T call it 18
miles-- that was my limit. 1 was living here in town with my fumily and T went over
the route. : )

Q. Daily or nightly 7. A. T generally went down one day and came back next, or
as it happened I generally got towed back and forth by tugs and steam-boats,

Q. Do tugs come up the North Arm to Westminster ' A. Yes, sir, :

138 . e A2 _How many canneries are there on the North-Avmn *--A.-Two in operation.
Tl Q- Where situated 224~ One onva small istanid botween Sea Tsland and Lulu Island.
a0 Q. Whose canuery js that 7 A, Tt is called the Sea Iel-.! cannery -1 think it is
s ils0 called - Munn-&- Co.™ — ' -

Q. Where is the other one situated 1--A. On -2 small island between Sea Island
and the mainland.

Q. Near the North Arm rowd 1— A, Yes ; it is not far from the North Arm road
.*  coming across from Vancouver, ;
4 . Q. Whose is that 1--A. 1 understand it belongs to Todd & Sons, or “ Todd & Co.,”
I am not'sure which. BT :

Q. What else do you wish to represent before we ask any questione particularly ?
—A. Well, I don’t know as I have any grievance of my own particularly.

Q. As a guardian on the river, was the” Taw carried out 7 - A. Well, T have only
had oceasion to take one hoat and net.

Q. What for ?—-A, Fishing two boats under the one license.

Q. Had both of them nun.Yvrs on 1—-A. Yes, they had.

Q. Then, they were impruperly numbered ?--- A’ Yes, sir. -

Q. Tsthat the only case of that kind that occurved £--. A Yes, the only one I knew of.

Q. Tt is very possible there might be others 7--A. Well, T don’t know—-1 watched
them pretty well. Tt might be possible there were cases I didn’t know anything about.

Q. And the extent of territory you had to go over would almost forbid you seeing
everything yoing on 1-—A. Yes, it would forbid me from seeing unless I made more
trips up the river. . . C e

Q. Now, as to the ecanneries —were there any violations of the law by themn ?—A.
No violations that I have seen. *

pagiseri

182




T T retten.”

Marine and Fisheries. :

Q. Do you know that it is against thelaw to throw offal into the river 1.--A. I was
_not informed of it. N
Q. Wasoffal from these canneries thrown inl— A, Well, theyletitslide into the river.
Q. Are these canneries built upon the land or on piles out in the river - A, Well,
they are partly on piles and partly on the land-—the greater portion is_ on the land, .~
Q. Where the offal slides down, is land underneath or water 1—A. Water.
Q. How deep way the water he there 1—A. Well, I could not say—T never hap-
pened to sound it ; probably there would be 8 or 9 feet or there might be 18 or 20 feet.
Q. There might be 6 feet I—A. T don't know as there is any of them that has as
low as 6 feet--it might be 10 feet or more. o '
Q. Ts there much current or a rapid flow of water1-~A. Yes: a pretty rapid flow 1
Q.- As strong there as out in the middle of the channel I—A. Well, at Sea Island
" Cannery T would say it was; the tide strikes towards the land there.
Q. How wida is the river at the North Avmn 1A, Tt might be approximately one-
third of a mile. .
e Qo And does the principal channel of the river run in the middleb—A. Leould not
say which side of that island is the principal channel. ‘
Q. Have you noticed if ‘offal put i there is carried away at once or eaten up by
little fish 1-~A. Some possibly might be carvied away and some remain and he eaten up,
The current is very strong and might carry it away.
Q. Have you heen in a cannery when the offal is slid down -~ A, Yes.
Q. Have you noticed if the offal stayed there or was carried away F—A. No, ot
particularly. A few years ago they used to have cribs made to hold the offal, T think
that was very injurious to the fish,
Q. What fish 1--A. The salmon.

¥

T Q. Tn what way I—A. Well, it was left there to rot.

Q. How are these cribs or bins constructed 1--A. Well, they are constructed by
having a large box-like place made of one by four lumber and with a vacaney of one to
two inches between the slats.

Q. What might be the size of these bins—10 feet squaral—A\. Well, T.am not
prepared to say exactly.

Q. \\'nul({ they be one foot square!-- A, Well, I suppose they would be about 10
feet square. . ‘

Q. What depth 1--A. Well, they were generally built along the bank ; they might
be 6 or 10 feet at the outside. —They-were-made-to.-suit-the- bank-and- bottom of the -
river, and 1 think it was injurious to salmon, because it remained there and became

Q. Then, why was it kept in these bins1— A. Because it wus thought better, and
would not annoy the fish or the nets. .

Q. Then, if it floated out in the viver they thought it would affect the run of fish

. there 1—A. Yes; in some cases there might be some little parts of offal that the aiv

- gets.in, and.it will blow_up.and float like » sinall nautilus on the water, and it prevents

the fish from coming. :
Q. And eribs were put there to prevent thisl—-A, Yes, !

——-——— Q.- Had hoth canneries you speak- of-these eribs #-~A.-No:-at-Sea Island Cannery ———-—-

I don’t think there was any; at the other cannery they had made a shoot. T don't
know how they worked it, but it was 50 as to run, in'case the law was enforced, to run
_the offal into a cance and have it carried awny. . .

Q. Was it ever run into canves and carried away 1—A. No, sir.

Q. Then the cances were not used and the offsl went into the viverl-—A. Tt went
into the river. : S -
2. Q. Then, from what you know of the matter it was the impression of canners there
that its going into the river would affect the fish and the nets1--A. Well, T don't know
what their opinion is. It was my opinion. i o

Q. And what do you think as regards health—any settlers there I-—A. Yes.

Q. What occupation I—A. Farming. o i

Q. Were any complaints madeto youasanofficerthat offal was injuriots?---A. No,sir,
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© Q. What is"your own opinion on the subject 1—A. Well, when offal is thrown in—
vhen the tide backs up the river, it may goon places and rest there at high water when
the tide falls, but T think if let go when current and tide are running strong out, ft
would not injure anything—it would go away. .

Q. Then the eftect of bins underneath ~canneries would be to prevent that 1—A.
Yes; in my opinion the bins were a very bad system.

Q. And this offal that floats back and gets on the land does it decay therel—A.
Yes ; sume will dry and decay and then float.

Q. Whateffect on the inhabitants has it—is it offensive I—AI Yes; it smells pretty
bad when it vests on those shore places. ‘

Q. You have never heard the opinion of settlers living there 1—A. No.

Q. If you lived there yourself what would you think 1—A. Well, T would think
that what was thvown out when the tide backs up would be a little offensive-—it would
be only a small portion” that would get on those shoals. 1 have dvunk the water every

. night a number of seasons now and never found it affect my own health,
Q. Do you ever put anything in the water you drink tf;ere b-~A. Nozsir (laughter).

Q. Could it (the offal) not be conveniently carried n‘l in scows to a reasonable dis-
tance or out into deep water in the Straits of Georgin 1% A. If the law was enforeed
they intended, T know, to carry it away.

Q. But you received no ‘instructions to enforce the law in regard to offal 1 A.
No, sir. o

Q. But you were aware it was the law 1—A. No: not particularly.

Q. Are there many Indinus fishing about'Sea Island {— A. Yes; quite a number.

Q. What ave the fish principally cught there 7—A. Suckeye are the principal
salmon caught there, .

Q. Do you know anything about the usual cateh in a day or geason —A. Ol I
don’t go in there of o day—hut as many as a boat would carry, say two, or four hun-
dred fish—T think some of them carry that. :

Q. Huve you any idea what the average cateh of a boat would be during a season
there 1—A. Well, T have never heard. :

A Wauld it e 1,000, 3,000 or 10,0001—A. Well, T have heard but I really for.’
get, but T think some went over 4,000. '

Q. Had you “ever heard of any catching as many as 8,000 1—A. No; I have not
heard, but 1 would say if they were allowed to fish all the tiine and canneries take the
fish from them they would cateh that number—somne do catch 8,000, L .

Q. And you say if they could sell their ish—are the canneries filled up sometimes
that they would not take fish 2— A, Yes: Tiave heard they were—that is for a short
time.

Q. And the ftish that are caught in that way and brought to the eanneries and the
canneries cannot take them—what are done with them - They are genernlly salted

.~—the fishermen are only supposed to fetch in so many. o

Q. Yes; Lut if a man catehes 400 salmon whent he goes away 1—~A, No; but the

generally get away with the first cateh and then they are generally limited to 400 for n

boat, that is those who nre selling to the canneries, and then they (the canners) very
often keep in their own boats, -

- Qo And are all salted—--do

a few,

Q. What do you call a few ?.-A. Tn
a few. (Laughter.) ‘ .

Q. This is done by whites and Indians both 1—A. Well, there
that route given to Indians. I could not siy how muny. i

Q. Have you anything to do with issuing licenses 1 —A. No, sir ; I have nothing to
do lut guard the river. : i ' )

Q. This excessive ¢
—-A. Yes, sir. o ;

Q. In June and July 2-—A. The 'atter part of June, July and August.

Q. And is the North Arm a good place for spring salmon 1—A. No, it is noﬁgood
for spring salinon. '
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Q. Are colives caught 1—A. Yes; quite a few.
Q. What is done with them - A. They arve packed sometimes, but T don’t know
of it, myzelf.,
Q. The principal business is with the sockeyo I—A. Yes.
Q. What size of mesh do you fish with there 1.—A. Six-inch, extension measure.
Q. And the length of the net!—A. Oh, they have all lengths—the regulation
length is 150 fathoms, o e
Q.- How many meshes deep 1A Thirty generally on the North Arm—some may’
have forty meshes. - )
Q. The fish you have known to bo thrown away—would they be from Indians and
others who have licenses, or from cannery boats I—A. From both. In some cases 1
have known the cannerymen to have bought the fish and then could neither salt them
or pack them, and have thrown them away : but I never knew but of one case to my TR
own knowledge. :
Q. Was this a pretty large guantity, then 1 —A. Something like 2,000,
Q. Do tish come mixed-—red and white I---A, Yes, sir.
Q. What is done with those caught red and white >-you say the canneries do not
work them?--A. The Indians generally take them and prepare them for their own use,
The Indians generally have liberty to take the white salmon and dry them for their
own use.
Q. What season of .the year would that bel—A. Oh, all parts of the year—there
has been a few white salnion canned, bhut they are not considered marketable. _ '
Q. Have you known eny white salmon to be thrown away hecause not markatable 7
—A. T have thrown away a few myself, so I suppose others would do so,
Q. And the few you threw away—what number would it amount to in a season?—
. A Forty or fifty during a season-—T would not have time to salt for my own use;
Q. But yon would not throw red ones away I—A. No, sir.
Q. What is the difference in the quality of the flesh—white and redi—A. In the
carly part of the season they are just as good. o
Q. Neither is red 'ater on in the scason-—ate they 2— A\, No, they are not: hut
there is not so much difference. There is greater difference between spring and fall in
white salmon than in ved salmon. : o
Q. Have you heard complints on the river of tishermen being unable to get o
licenses to tish —A., Well, I have known lmlfndozen-npproximalely, there might bLe '
more who could not get licenses. They were people who ‘came into the country—-
principally Scotchmen. They were fishivg for canneries and fishing cannery boats—on
* shares, I suppose. ,

Q. Were these goud, deserving men?—A. Yes, sir; they woe all good, deserving
men, and were doing very good work fishing for the canneries, as far as'[ know, .

Q. Is it more profitable for a man to fish with his own boat than for a cannery 1~
A. Tt is move profitable for him to fish Lis own boat. '

Q. What number of boat licenses would keep each of these canneries running in
your section 1 —A. Well, I would say, in a very poor season when the fish strike in
probably for & few days, fifteen or twenty boats would keep them going,

Q. T mean the season throughi—A." Oh, well, taking the season through, with the
exception of those few days, I think they would get away with forty or fifty hoats — .
some of thein more, according to the capacity of the cannery. : : .

Q. Have you an idea of what the capacity of a cannery is—-say those down near
You—15,000 or 20,000 cases —A. Sumething like that, T suppose. If there wasn good
market, they could put up quite a few more than they do. »

Q. Ordinarily, how many hoats are required to get a fair cateh 1—A. O, ordin-
arily, I think forty boats. ) ‘

~ Q. They could not supply their canneries with twenty-five boats?-—A. Not unless
they got outside fishermen. : o S e

Q." Are you aware of the law regarding the weekly close time 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is it well kept I—A. T don’t find any people encroaching.

Q. Did you ever find any violation of it 1—A. None Iast summer.,

Q. And the year hefore when fishing yourself, did you violate it 1—A. No, sir.

1 : ‘
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Q. Are all tishermen that you now have jurisdiction over content, or is there any
discontent among them that they would rather not fish on Sunday t—A. T never heard
any. I think some would like to fish on Sunday if they could. T never heard any com-
plaining of having to go out on Sunday night. '

Q. There are sume men whe would rather not gol—A. Well, T have not come
across them yet. .

Q). As an oflicer on this river, what ave your findings as to the hatchery on the
river—beneficinl or otherwise 1—A. My opinion is that it has been beneficial,

Q. Do you think it should be increased, remain as it is, or enlarged I—A. T think,
in the interest of the fisheries, it should be enlarged, so as more canneries should get in
operation. ’ .

Q. What is your idea as to the class of people who should get licenses .—A. 1 think

anybody should who got into a hoat and fished. . They should be entitled to fish, pro-
aed M Paitial H
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Q2. All entitled to one license i-—A. One license, if they wish to get it. -

Q. What do you think of a man selling his license to his neighbour 2—A. T don't
think that is correct—it should not be transferable. '

Q. Have you had anything to do with the coast fisheries ]—A. No; I was only
employed for three months. T have fished in Cowichan Bay, on Vancouver Island.

Q. What were you fishing for I—-A. Salmon-~I tished with a seine.

+ Q. What sort of a seine—what tength 1--A. T think about eighty and 100 fathoms.

Q. And what depthi 1—A. T think the “pound” would be about ten fathows.

Q. And the arms I—A. Would be less, ’ :

Q. What sized wesh did you use 2—A. 1 think the smallest in it was three and a-
half inches extension. v

Q. Was the bag portion any ditterent? —A. The bag was three and a half,

Q. And the arms {—A. Five to six inches—the nearer you go to the arms the
lnvger the mesh. .. ) '

Q. Auid the working of the seine—-would the lead-lines drag on the bottom l-—A.
Well, in some cases they use drag stones when the lead-lines go to the bottom.  Inother
cases they tish in deep water, and they purse them iyml the lead-lines never get to the
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bottom.
- Q. Then you know of purse seines in the Atlartie 1---A. Yes.

Q. What view is entertained of purse seines on the Atlantic1—A. Well, by those
ﬁ;lnin]g along shore, that it breaks up the schools of wackerel and interferes with the run
of fish. .

Q. If the purse scine were used on the coast here would it be more dangerous here
than drifting, and cateh more salnon 1-- A. Well, us a rule, they cannot be used in the
: i mouth of rivers, or near the nrouths of rivers. o ' )

e 3 o Q. Why not 1—-A. So many drift logs and things of that kind.
3! Q.. Then, where are they used I —A. Out in the estuaries. : .
Q. And would drift nets or seines be more injuricus-—which would catch more
- fish 1—A, Obh, the seine would catch more fish, S i

TR Q. Aundif the seine were drawn across the mouth of a river would tish come up!
; -—A. Oh, that would injure the run of fish. -
i - Q. With regnrd to the mesh of a seine and a gill-net - would 34 inch mesh take
i more tish than 5§-inch mesh - A. No; a d-inch mesh in the * pound” of a seine

would not be strong enough-—the idea is to have them so as to let the fish mesh. :
. Q. With 3l-inch mesh, they would not, but would with 5-inch-—A. They would
not --or at least not many of  them. . : L
7 Q. You think, upon the whole, that a seine is more destructive than a dvift net ?
AL Yes; salmon as a vule will not gill into a net in clean water outside.
- Q. Andtherefore you use seines to get avound them and they are more destruetive ?
—A. Yes;they are more destructive. ‘
Q. And you think also that the use of seines at the mouth of o river or its
estuary would be injurious to the passage of fish up river—A. To o certain extent
some say than a drift net— a drift net will not pay in clean water.
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Q. What other fish do you catch bhesides salmon in your seine 1 —-A. A few dog-
tish, a {ew trout, a few rock cod. '

Q. What do you eall “trout 1'— A, They are like youny salmon.

Q. What weight 1A, 2} to 4 pounds, - )

Q. Is there anything else caught in the bag of the not less that § pounds 1AL T
think there has been a few.. ... . . R e e e e

Q. Do you know what a smolt is1—A. Yes.

Q. Do you know what & “parr” is? Tt is much smaller than o “smolt.”"-~A,
No; we don't get any of these. : : :

Q. What are done with the little fellows when caught 1.--A. They were salting
them-—some were sent to Vancouver market.

[

them. .
3~ Wera thoy eaughit in considerable numbers 12 A. O, it depends upon the season,

Q. Some seasons you would catch considerable numbers -~ A. Well, I never ished
there except the one season-- I may have caught a couple of thousands of them.

Q. Wouid you catch herring, too .- A. No, sir ; I never caught herring.

Q. You hive no mackerel here 1 —A. No, sir,

Q. Then having fished on the coast you could give some idea as tu the relative valuo
of the fishirg in the Northerh Rivers and on the Fraser River—is it just that 820
should be paid here and only 85 on the upper rivers I -A. Well, T would say like this
- there is a better market for fish here, and the fishermen can better_afford to,

Q. Wereany thrown away on shore s being useless 1 — A, No; the Indians take -~

Q. But can a eanneryman’ better afford to pay $20 here than he could on the
Skeenal— A, Well, T don't know.

Q. But a man who runs 40 boats on the Skeena, could he afford to pay more —

there should be equality - A. No ; I think hot--it is more expensive to get up novth.-

and labour is harder to get. L

Q. Then you think the present system about right 1—A. Well, T am not posted
enough on these northern rivers to give anidea. I have only fished n while over in
Cowichan. T am not prepared to give an opinion as to whether the license fee is too
much or not, not being aware of the disadvantages up the coast,

Q. What is the averagoe weight of fish caught down the river?-A. When they
first come in they are_smuller than afterwards—1I think one-half a pound less ; the
second run would be larger.

Q. What right through would be the average of sockeye salmon?—A. T would
say six and a helf pounds, , :

Q. Right through the sedson --A. Yes; of course I am not very sure.

Q. 1If another said seven and a half or eight, you would not say he was wrong 1-—
A. Well, if & man said eight I would say he was wrong. ’ C

. Q. T suppose you are not well acquainted with the internal working of the
canneriea—A. No; not the particulars inside. .

Q. Do you think, as an officer, that the limits on which yor have to perform youy
duties are too large for you to efficiently do those duties?—A. Well, no; there is not
great number of boats; T think a change should be mede now and then ; another
ofticer should take my place ; the fishermen generally gl Lheir eyes on to an officer, and
it would he well to change the ofticers now and then.

Q. But would u new man know the boats at a niew plnce as well 2-—A. Well, but
he would have better chances of catching offenders.

"Q. Well, have you anything else to offer1—-A. Well, thero are streams uiv the

river and people living along there who destroy fish in the fall of the year.

Q. What creeks huve you reference tol—A. Well, those I know of are: The
Serpéntine, Howing into Mudy Bay, and the Nicomekle. -

Q. The fish go up there to breed 1—A. Yes ; in the head waters, ;

Q. What are they principally 7—A. Cohoes principally.

Q. Any sockeyes?—A. No, I think not. ,

Q. And the inhabitants catch themn late in the senson? How Inte? In the wonth
of October, or when1—A. In the month of October—that is, 1 think, the spawning
season. Then there are other little branches coming into the Fraser—-Salmon River,
at Longley. ‘ -
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‘Q. You speak of the spawning season of cohoes being in Octobier and November—

have you any knowledge of the spawning season of sockeye at other places-—A. No;

-1 have seen them up country the season bLefore last, going through the Quesnell River
up in Cariboo; T have seen them pass under the bridge there in October.

Q. Have you seen them actually spawning1-—-A. No; 1 think they go up farther
than that. . : :

Q. Do you know when spring salmon spawn ‘IT‘A. No, sir; T am not prepared
to say. : . A I

Q. Then you draw attention to the propriety of having these smaller rivers looked
after during the spawning scason1—A. Yes, sir. : ‘

Q. Ts there anything else you would like to refer to? As an ofticer, you are
generally supposed to kuow more of the fisheries thau other people 1--A. Well, it is
gencrally supposed that salmon here is the same as that on the Atlantic const, but I
think different. )

Q. What differenco is there between the spring salmon here and the salmon on the
Atluntic const 1--A, The most particular difference is that salmon on this river are
longer in proportion to their size than tish there, and they have a diflerent taste, and
are movre substantial food than Atlantic salmon,

Q. How do you muke out more substantinl food 1—A. Well you can cat n larger
quantity, larger than of Atlantic. : .

Q. Well, that would not be wore substantinl, because you would have to eat two
salmon here then to one there,  (Laughter.) - A, Well, pmlmbly I made a mistake in
the word. ) o

Me. Winsor.—-Oh, well, we are all Jinble to that.  What rivers have you fished on
on the Atlantic coast 7—A. 1 never fished on rivers; T have fished in St. (icorge's Bay,
and have caught salion, also in Port-au-Port Bay in Newfoundland. ; )

Q. And you cannot say anything about other portions of the Atlantic Provinces,
except where you have fished -—A. Well, there is the same difference between nll the
fish there in different places. - . i

Q. Well, but would that make n difference here wherever they are different
grade in different rivers?—A. Well, the feel of the fish is different ~-what T mean to
sny is that fish there are more substantial, : :

- Q. Ob, T see you reverse it--you said these salmon were more substantial A,
Yes, I mean the reverse.' T

Q. Do you know of any other differencel—A. The tail of the salmon there is not
s0 broad as here, E ' )

Q. But if T tell you that the salmon’s tail will vary with the river in which they
have to travel 1Tt is a fact that the tail of the salmon will be firmer for this river than
for a slower stream-— if salmon have to go up a muddy sluggish river its tail will be dif-
ferent to that of the fish that has to go up a rapid clear water. So you seo that is no
real difference in the fish. And is that the only difference you know of I—-A. That is
the only difference. »

Q. Ts there any salmon resembling sockeye on the Atlantic coast that you know
of -~ A, T never saw any. '

Q. Have you seen the grilse oyoung salmon of 3 and 4 pounds weight —A. Yes,

Q. Would they resemble sockeyel-~A. Well, T don't think they would resemble
them so much., | . )

Q. Would they not be silvery and bright 1-~A. Yes, they would be—they resemble
what the fish caught here in winter are more than any other—they are called * silver
sides,” but T have nex > caught them—they como into the markets in winter.

Q. Are “silver sides” red-meated 1—A. They are a little paler. ’

\
By My, Wilmot ;

Q. Then they would resemble mére the grilse Aof the Atlantic. Have ‘)'ou any-
thing further 1--A. No, nothing further.:

Mr. WiLsor—Well, we are much obliged to §*oml-ftlnut will do, thank you.
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JAMES A, LAIDLAW, a native of Scotland, living in British Columbia sinco
. 1862, a salmon canner, and at present residing in New Westminster, was duly sworn,

- Mr. Laiuaw,——Mr. Chairman, T am not well anough to answer questions, but
would prefer putting in this statement as my evidence, and I will be willing to answer
any question you may wish to ask. (Mr. Laidlaw thercupon handed to the Chairman
the following statement which was read and ordered to be inserted in the Minutes) :—

To the Royal Commission now being held in New Westiminaster,

GENTLEMEN.—% Many thanks' for allowing me to give my evidence in writing,
instead of verbal, on account of my health. . .

“Re placing offal in the river: I do not think it can be of the slightest injury to
the salmon running in the river. :

“1. The greater part of the offal is eaten by scavenger fish in a short time a€ter
it is put in the river, . - :

‘2. T think feeding the scavenger fish here, keeps them from going to the spawn-
ing grounds to destroy the spawn there. .

T 3. We know that millions of the salmon die up the river and lio putrifying in the
small streams and shoals, which must bo worse than the small portion of the salmon
that the canners return to the river. Tna goodd season the canners and their employees

- must use from eight to ten thousand tons of good fish, besides the offal.  If those 9,000

tons were let pass, the great majority of them would be lying putrifying the same as

those that do reach the spawning grounds. -

“ 4. 8o, for the same reasons, I do not think that from a sanitavy view the present’

manner of disposing of it can be injurious.”

Ke Licenses : :

“Forinerly the canneries had forty boats, then they were cut down to nbout twenty-
four—-lust year cut down to twenty,  With twenty-five hoats cach cannery would still
have to employ quite a number of outside licenses to run their canneries so that unless
it is the intention of the départment to make the capital invested in canneries non-pro-
ductive, they surely will not place us entirely at the mercy of the fishermen. .

“2. By having twenty-five boats, each cannery employs a number of Indians, and

their women and their children help in the cannery. - Those Indinns, by getting emiploy-~

ent in the canneries are self-supporting, and, though wards of the Dominion, get little,
if any support from them. Without licenses we cannot help the Indians.”
‘ Re Hatchery : :

“ For my part [ have not the slightest doubt that the hatchery is a benefit and
will be a benefit. T am only sorry to see the money raised here as a specinl tax on fish-
ing licenses to assist in prepagating salmon here, should be taken back enst to bonus
castern fishermen, or perhaps worse, instecd of using it here to build more hatcheries.
And any other manner-that may assist in propagating the fish where the special tax is
raised for the purpose, as I believe, I can only think that any one asserting that the
hatchery is no use, must do so from prejudice.  Certainly, the salmon were more plenti-
ful last year than on former poor years. Thero were parties that said it was no use
heforeit was & year built, and some of them, as usual, are of the same opinion still. I
win very sorry that more are not being built. T think we might then have enough of
fish an! stop this squabbling.” i

Re Close time—Sunday :

1. Several close tines have been tried, but the present close ﬂln@, I think, far the

best for bath the Indian and the employer. ~With a long lay-off it would be hard to
get them in their boats before Monday noon, and then many of tﬂem of little use,as there
are plenty of men ready to-provide them with whiskey. A change from the present
would, T believe, be very detrimental to all concerned.

*,2. That a local commission or local advisory board should be appointed for the
province. That they should acquire as thorough a knowledge as possible of _ the habits

of the salmon and all requirements to propagate and continue the industry, was strongly

recommended by a committee of the Canners’ Association, 4th Februa ry, 1891.
189 ] . :
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« T thoroughly endorsed the report of that commnittee and have seen no reason to
change my mind but would like to add that all the money raised from licenses should
bo spent in the province to build more hatcheries and propagate salmon generally.

“Yours respectfully,
(Sgd.) “J. A, LATDLAW.”

(Representing with ' E. Ladner and R. P. Rithet, seven caneries on the coast—

tive on Fraser River, one on Skeena and one on Nuas Rivers.) ‘

By My, Wilmot : i

Q. You say about throwing offal in the river—you say it is not the slightest injury

to salmon running in there 2—-A. Tdo. 1 have been fishing here for fifteen years, and

certainly the fish are not fewer now than when we started, and for that reason I
cettainly can it think the offal is injurious that is run in.

Q. "What eflect has it from a sanitary st ad-point 1-—A. Well, Tsuppose, as far as

sanitary considerations go—as I state they take out 7,000 or 8000 tons of fish from the

“iver, and if wo didn't takie thein out, they would lie putrifying like the rest of them - -

do, or most of them. : .

Q. Was the river very much polluted when you came here or before?—A. Well, 1
cannot say, as I eannat tell any difference between then and now.

Q. Hut if all went up and died, the river would be in the same position as then ?—
A. T don't say all die. - : e

Q. Well, but would it not be in the same position as before 1---A, Weli, the differ-
ence is this: The offal is seen down here and the people think it offensive, but if they
would only go up there and see the thousands putrifying like they do, they would think
it very little. o )

Q. Then if not caught, the fish would take their entrails and other offal up with
them 1 —(Laughter.) o ) . o

Mr. Latbraw.—Then most of the offal we put in the river is caten up by the
sceavenger fish in the river, - .

Q. Then you think if these fish weat up the river these scavenger tish would follow
them and eat the dead I-—A. Well, I don't know. I have thought that by feeding these

 seavenger fish, we keep them from going up to eat the spawn up the river.

Q. Then you also keep them from eating the dead fish up there #-—(Laughter.)—A.
Well, T know they eat up the spawn at the canneries very voraciously, I have seen
them often, . '

Q. Well, 1 cannot see this 9,000 tons of fish as you do?-—A. Well, if you will
figure it you will see this 9,000.tons of fish are good fish—not offal, but good fish.

Q. 9,000 tons of whole tish1—A. Yes; 9,000. You thiuk it dves not come in the
viver! Any man ean figure it up in two and whalf minutes-——T well know that, of
course. . ’

Q. Then you think offal not injurious to either fish or the human family 1—A. Tdo
not. :

Q. You say that millions of sahnon die up river and in ‘smoll “streams, ur:d which
must be worse than the offal put in? There are few inhabitants the.e, are therel—A.
Well, but do not all those putrid matters come down this river, and though they don’t
see it, they drink it? i

Q. Then what a man don’t see, he knows nothing about 1—-A. Well, there is some-
thing in that. Certainly rotten matter on the banks and washing into the stream, it
all goes down. -

Q. But it has been shown that disease is created in some sloughs, and when left on

© the shore by the tide it must be worse than the essence coming down the river?-—A.

Well, I have seen reports from a doctor who says it was not an injury. .

Q. Doctors differ and patients die, you know 7—A. Well, I am not a doctor and,
of course, I leave that point for the department to decide. - Tn my opinion, it is not
injurious either to fish or the human family. ~ . '

Q. In your éstablishment do you drop offal right down under the Hoor of the
cannery —A. No ; we use it in an oil factory. ’
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Q. Did you think it advisable to use it in an oil factory 1~ A. No, we didn’t think
it anything of the kind ; but the Department said they were oing to nforce the law, - -
and we went into it and had a loss. The Department then acted like foo - -they neither
enforced it or anything elss, after putting us to all this expense.

_ Q. Then, you went into it becauso the Departiment wanted you to?—-A. No, hut
hecause we understood it was to be enforced—-we had to build another cannery just
through the vacillation of the Department, :

party came in this morning and reported that Mr. MeNeely had bought a quantity of
the oil-—some 2,000 gallons or something of that kind.
Mr. Winnor.—Well, T don’t know as that was what ho actually said—perhaps, if
the secretary will turn back to his minutes of Mr. Arthur's evidence, it may be explained.
The secretary thereupon read from his winutes of Mr. Arthur's evidence regand-

-ing his veference to the oil and M. MeNeely, to the satisfaction of the chaivman

and witness,

TRy M Witwot ;T

Q. You have made oil, then, from refuse, and it has not been profitable 1—A. No;
it has not been sold for 50 cents a gallon—not from our factory, :
Q. Or anywhere else?-~A. Well, 1 could not tell you that.

By My. Armstrony : ]
Q. Could you tell how much it sold for—A. About 35 conts a gallon, o .
By Mr. Witmot : |

Q. And the quantity you manufactured?—A. Well, T could not tell you—you must
ask Mr. Ladner about that, ,

Q. Cannot you come near the quantity---5,000 gallons or 10,000 gallons 7- . O
something near 100 barrels.

Q. Each barrel would hold how much —A. About forty gallons, as near as I can
state to the best of my knowledge. : . N

Mr. ArMsTRONG, —How muny canneries did you take offal from to manufacture
this?

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. And from what canneries ?—A. I did figure it up, but I have forgotten just
the number of boats we took it from. '
i_lj‘y Mr. Armstrong :

Q. But that is not what we want-——we want to know how many canneries you took
this offal from to make this oil 2—A. If you will wait a moment, I will give you both

“answers—(consulting papers) W took offal from about 160 tishing boats—from about Q

six cannerjes.
Q. Could you name the canneries, Mr. Laidlaw {.--A. Well, there is one of them

-that was not running ; still, T had the hoats for them.

Q. But the names?—A. Delta Canning Company, Harlock Cnnning Company,
Findlay, Durham and Brodie, and Wellington. ] '
Q. Did Wadhams1—A. T don't think he did—any one was welcome to send it.

Q. They didn't send all the offal, did they I—A. T think so—we wanted more at
the factory. - h )

Q. But did all these five canneries you refer to send all offal down to the factory 1
—A. I think so—I could not swear to it—the factory wanted more, consequently 1

“suppose they got all was there, :

. How was the offal conveyed to the factory 1—A. We sent it in steamers and
5cows—we were in our own business at the time and sent it down—the offal went down
in our own boats,  *
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Q. Well, how much more could your factory have manufactured if they had got
the offal 3=-A. T could not answer that—1I could not even give it approximately.

Q. But could you have cousumed as much again if you could get the offall
Five canneries sent their offal down to the factory which was made into oil and other
products— could the factory have made up the offal from tive others if it had been sent 1
-—A. That T cannot tell you now—but they could have manufactured a good deal more.

- Q. Could they have manufactured as much again1--A. Well, T cannot tell-~they
could have manufactured more. - ) - :

Q. And in manufucturing the oil you did make —from a financial stand-point did- it
pay youl-~A. No.

Q. Did you ever make an estimate of the loss1—A. Mr. Ladner was in charge of
that part of the business more than I was—1I cannot give a definite answer.

Q. From the experience you have had in connection with this one oil factory con-
suming the offal of five canneries, could other establishments be put up that would
consune all the offal 1A, Well, you know there ix nothing that cannot be dome.

Q. Then it is a were matter of expenditure and trial to do it 1—A, Yes, but the

Mr. WiLsor.—1It is the first year you Fave triedd. [Is it not a fact that many
industries fail the first year and nftcrwanis succeed 1 Was the first year you went into
the cannery business profitable 7—A. No, sir ; it was not.

Q. And the following year it was more profitable I—A. Well, I think if some of
those extraordinary witnesses you had here knew how we were tho tirst year we started
they would not have given evidence they did. 1 will tell you, Mr. Wilmot, it is very
casy when you have made £30,000 or £40,000_or 830,000out of it—ace you going to___ _
leave it 1 T havo-lost 310,000 -in -a year—no-one-kiew-anything of that-—every-man———
got his pay—nobody knew of my loss-—that was no one’s business but mine, 1 know
that in some years we made more than we ean now. o :

Q. And those profitable years were more profitable than you can make now L—A.
Well, some were, but T certainly understood the business just as well then as I do to-
day, but the thing was this—there was a surplus in the market—the demand was not
equal to the supply and the price went down to 23.50, and you know how much money
you can make out of it at 23.501

Q. Then on the whole the oil factoiy hus not been profitable 1— A. No.

Q. You say in regurd to licenses that 25 licenses would not be envugh bt that -
each cannery would still have to employ outside licenses to run their canneries, so that
unless it is the intention of the Government to make the capital invested in canneries
non-productive, they sursly will not plice us entirely at the mercy of the fishermen.
This may bring up some other questions.—A. All right, sir; as loug as I am able to
speak [ um ready to answer, o '

Q. Can you give the average number of fish taken by each boat during the season 1
~A. No, I have noe notes for that, but I can get them from the books for you if you
wish. . - :

Q. You had one year 40 boats-—would they average 3,000, 4,000 or 6,000 salmon 1
== A= No-Twill tell you=I sawwrreport froni s6iiig withess you had-2=

Mr. WiLsor—1 don’t think you should refer to witnesses who have testified here

and get more fish than with a net ; but we never could gét any catches of fish like you
have been told. . :

Q. Then you cannot give the numbers of fish delivered by boat—the average
delivery 1~A. No; there are two good years, you know.

Q. Well, take two good years—what average then 1—A. Well, I cannot tell ; in poor
years I have seen men come'iii without fish in their hoat, and we had to pay them 22
and 22.25 for doing it, nnd these same would come other times with 300, or 400 some-
times—generally 200. o )

. Q. And how long would the average season last1—A Between four and five
weeks—you can count on four weeks, perhaps more ; but you must not take 300 or 400
as the average fish to a boat: I never got such an average, neither from contractors or

others,




Marine and Fisheries.

, Q Well, some have stated they could catch 3,000 and 4,000 auring & season; and T

some as high as 10,000—then your average of 300 and 400 would not hold good on the
whole1—A, Certainly not, certainly not ; that would be for a single day. :

Mr. WiLsor.—Have you any recollection of taking 700 or 8G0 in one dey - A,
From contractors I think I have taken aa many as, that—that would be in 24 hours,
You know our own men fish for ten or twelve hours 5 two men go into a boat and go
out, and as soon as they come in and get the boat cleaned out, etc., two other men get
in and they go out. ' oo L .

Q. And do ordinary fishermen fish 24 hours 1—A. No; they gonerally fish on
what we call “tides,” you know. . ) k .

Q. Then four men in one boat would have opportunity of fishing longer than two
men in one boat?—A. Well, if two men go out in the night, cannot they fish till
morning, and if two men go out in the morning cannot they tish till night ?

Mr. WiLvor.—Yes; but if ordinary fishermen (2 men) go out, can they fish day
and night I—A. Not very well. .

Q. Well, then, won't they have an advantage over putside men1=A. Woll, T think

e Qe _\What is.the usual»ealeulation-pf_mns from a fish
T Seon CAse is 48cans ; you can very easily figure on that,

© wo get fully us much from our own men as from contractors, taking it for the full 24
hours, ‘

Q. What is the usual size of fish }--A. Well, that is very hard to answer.

Q. If you get 10,000 tish in a day, will they vary very much in sizo— Sockeyo 1
A, Well, in a good scason it takes eloven or twelve fish to wmake a case —at least
that is my experience—the fish are then smaller ; ina poor year I have seen nine salmon
mueke o case—the fish are then larger. : A

Q. Are any of these fish brought in to you when a heavy rush of fish is on hand—
can you convert all the fish into use without any loss? A, Yes; almost invariably,
und for this reason: we have put up as much as 20,000 salmon in-a day in each
cannery. - Wo can put up 100 barrels of salt salmon in addition to what we can ; 1,360
cases and 100 barrels is the most we over put up in a day. ‘

Q. How many fish in a barrel 7—A. Oh, about 50--1 cannot tell exactly—it is in
the vicinify of 50. :

a8 anaverage I—A.. Well, you -~ -

Q. Well, that would make very neatly 14,000 fish in & day I—.A. Well, there you ™ -
_..Q Well, ry neatly y )

- are away out in the pack of salmon canned
. No; I just take what you have said-—taking 10 fish to the case—A., Idon't

say 10 fish 1o the case, I said 19 fish, e C , ’

Q. That is, 12 would be in a good yearl—A. Yes; do you suppose it would bo a
poor year? ‘ :

Q. Then, 12 salinon to the case in that year 1—A, Yes,

Q. And 100 barrels and 50 salmon in a barrel—well, that-would-ho upwards of
16,000 fish1—A. Well, yes ; that is all right —w¢ have been caught sometimes like that
when we get 20,000 salmon on the wharf. As soon as we do, every one of our men

knows that with threo blasts of the whistle wo. have. all-the-fish we- can” use,”and they -

at once come in with-what fish they have, and what fish- we don’t put up that day we
do so the first thing in the worning. .
~ Q7 And they are always tit to put up—A. Well, wa never put up all the fish H 3
would not pay, : T ) »o

Q. Well, those that would not be suitable—do you ever give them to the Indians?
-——A. Oh, we do—oh, yes ; they come and take them away. Whatever the Indians
don’t take awdy we shove overboard They are not fit for our purposes, :

"Q. Do you call them *short” thon, or what is the, name 1—A. Well, T doi’t know
any nae ; I can tell them when I feel them. : )
: Q. I thought perhaps you had a name for them 7-—A. Well, I can tell them when

I feel them, S .

Q. They feed the little fishas T suppose {—(laughter)-—A. Oh, no; do you know
they never touch them ; they have far better things—they eat the spawn, .

Q. Woell, then, don't they eat the other parts thenf—A. Woell, afterwards they
would, but they never do that until the otllsx’%r is done. ‘

10c—13 . - ' ‘
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Q. Do you think all hon@ fid: British subjects and regular men who come here
should get a license if they want one I—A. 1 have nothing in the world to do with that ;
that belongs to the Dominion Government.

Q. Well, do you think canners should get all the licenses they want 1—A. I think
the canners ought to get 25 boats ns a kind of protection. They have spent their
money and have invested heavily in the business. They then will have to get outsiders
to catch the fish they want. L s

Q. Then, should they have licenses?—A. Well, it is a matter for the Dominion
Government. T have no objection to outside fishermen getting licenses ; still, it is a
matter that does not helong to me at all. ' .

Q. And is it a matter for you ns to what licenses canners should get 9—A. Oh,
certainly ; it is self comes first. - ' '

Q. “And you think fishermen should get licenses, and all that apply for them 1—A.
Well, that is n matter for the Dominion Government.

Q. Well, do you think all canners who put up new canneries should get licenses ?
—A. Well, T know nothing about it ; that is not n matter forme. I put up a cannery
myself, ) .
" Q. But don't you think they should get licensex7—A. Oh, yes; they should be
given licenses. .

Q. But this Commission was appointed to look into these matters and report to the
Government on them and we want to get all the information we can so as to post them?
—A. Well, we have time and time again given our views, and they don’t pay any njore
attention to them than to the bark of a dog. " T am tired giving my views to the Domin-
ion Guvernment. ’ -

Q. Do you belong to the syndicate?—A. Well, no; we don’t belong to that syndi-
cate. T don't know as you can cail us the syndicate—we represent seven canneries on
the coast—tive on the Fraser River and two up north. ' a

Q. These ather two are on what rivers 1 —A. One on the Skeena and one on the
Naas River. .

Q. When did you form this syndicate 1—A. T don’t think it is a syndicate.

Q. When did you form this company -—A, Well, it is pretty hard now to say-—we
started in fifteen years ago.

Q. Then these canneries have been working together for fiftcen years1—A. Noj;
about a year ngo. : i

Q. Is the capital wholly amongst the seven canneries, or is~ there outside capital
connected with it 1—A. Oh, no; there is no other capital connected with it except the
seven canneries juined together. )

Q. No English capital or other outside capital 7—A. No; we simply united together
for—-well, protection. ) ~

Q. Have you found it more profitable?—A. Noj; we haven’t made a ¢ "t (laughter)
and we don't expect tomake a cent next year—I am telling you facts.

Q. Have you sold all the pack of '91 yet 1—A, No; not yet. .

Q. Then you don’t know if you have made a cent }—A. No; we don’t expect to—-
- we have not sold all. ) : Lo~

Q. If there is to be an established number of licenses given to cannerymen, what

- would you consider a fair and just maximum number ?--A. We have alrendy statedthat

twenty-five would be a fair limit. You see, as it wau vefore we had forty-—with twenty-
five we leave a fair margin for outsiders that we would have to take in.

Q. Then you would think twenty-five satisfactory if u limit is to be made?—A. Yes.

Q. And you think that less than twenty-five would not he satisfactory 1—A. No,
it would not—perhaps, Mr. Wilmot, you have not followed up matters on the Colembia

River—on account of the fishermen huving control of then there they had to closedown

half the canneries there. . : ,

Q. But you must be aware the labour organizations now are a ruling power in the

world i—A. Well, that is a matter for the Dominion Government.

Q. Well, but that is the very reaon why this Commission is here, and the questions

put to you here are for no other reason than to gain information for the guidance of the . .

‘Governiment 1—A. Oh well, that is all right, Mr, Wilmot, but there has heen so many
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restrictions and taxes put on us that I am really astonished they have the cheek to ask
- for capital to come forward to develop the deep-sea fisheries—you cannot get n man in
Victoria to spend a ten-cent piece on it.
Q. Thenyouthink it an advantage to advocate the canning industry 1 A, Certainly.
Q. And it is not advantageous to bring in desirable immigrants to work theimn 1-—
A. Well, do you mean in nunﬁ)em‘i o . .
Mr. WiLmor.—Well, I mean that the cluss of men who will como and help them-
selves and you too?—A. Oh well, there are no idle men here in the fishing season.
Q. Well nbout giving licenses to Indians—do you think they should have
licenses 7—A. Waell, I don't think it would be of much use to them.
- Mr. ArvsTRONG.—T think Mr. Wilmot, licensed Indians should have their own
boat and net. )
Mr. WiLsor.-—But if thoy haven't they will go to the cannerymen and get a boat
and net. N T ) . .
Mr. Lamraw.—Well, T will tell you T had to pay 350 for a boat last year, yet the
"Government gave one to a saloon-keeper ! h

By Mr. Wilmot ;

.Q. Now, you think the hatchery is beneficial 1—A. Certainly. I think they should

build more—the idea of raising a special tax here and taking the money back east!

Mr. WiLvor.—Let me dispossess your mind of that-—there is no special tax here
~-they pay license fees for fishing in all parts of Canada.-A. But the Government
draws from here some $10,000 away from us. .

Q. If you found that in other provinces it was more than thut what would you
say I—A. Then T want the money spent here—1I don’t want it taken back east. )

Q. And you don’t want any money from therei—A. No, not a cent.

Q. I am afraid you would not get on very well then. Now take the other pro-
vinces—this is the departmental report for 1890—now on page 13, the revenue de-
rived from the fisheries of the various provinces is given—Ontario, 823,666.96, and on
page 10 you will find the expenditure also given by provinces, and you will find that in
Ontario only 814,539.87 of that $23,666 was expended in theﬁpmtection of the fisheries
of the province.—A, Now, how much does it cost to run the fisheries ¢

Mr. WiLvor.—That is not the question—I want to show you that there is no
special tax. .

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q. Aund you are under a wistaken idea, Mr. Laidlaw, when you say that you are
paying a special tax and that this should go to the province of ‘British Columbia
specially, I pay taxes and you pay taxes and all this goes into the general fund for the
whele country.—A. But the Government said they required a special tax.

By My, Wilmot :

Q. How long is it since you have been paying special fees 1—A. I cannot tell you
from memory. v ‘

Q. Then you think hatcheries are good things #—A. Yes, and we want more of them ;
if they put up more hatcheries, I am perfectly willing to pay my share.

Q. No, if you got more hatcheries you would noc pay for it. = It would come from
the general fund of the whole country without any more additional taxes being levied—
your idea is not the right une. Now, do you think hatcheries should be built down at
the foot of the rivers or at the head of themt—A. Well, I would leave that to the
departinent—at present tne spawn is gathered at Harrison River and taken down here
to the hatchery-—why not have a hatchery up there? I think both spring salmon and
sockeye shoul({ be cultivated, and I have not the slightest doubt in the world that the

- spring salmon will become sufficiently plenty to be used by canners.

Q. But what about the white spring salmon 1—A. Well, that is a thing T can’t tell,
. . a R .

10c— 13}
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Q. But wo cannot discern in taking eggs from them?—A. Well, an expert can
nearly tell in taking the white salmon or the red one. o '

Q. You think the present close time is correct 7—A. Yes; I don't think it could
he improved—in fact, it would be injured, if changed any, and be very detrimental to all.

Q. 8hould license fees be all alike?-—A. On this river? Oh, as far as this river is
concerned, all licenses should be'alike; but up north they have not the benetit of the -
hatchery ot anything of that kind, and T don’t think they should pay the same as we
down here, ' e -

Q. Then, you think tho benetit of the hatchery worth the difference. -A. Yes; .
we never had such a good poor year as this last one, and I cannot but give some benefit
to the hatchery. I am perfectly willing to pay my share, if "another Tmbchery is to be
built here.  But on the Skeena I don’t know it would be necessary, as we got plenty of
what we want. .

By Mr. dvmstrong :

Q. 1s there a canners’ association in existence at the present time —A. ‘Certai'nly.
Q. Well, it lus been said, you know, that it is not.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Is what you mean by association this advisory board—as you say in your
written evidence submitted, it was strongly recommended by a committee of tie
Canners’ Association, 4th February, 1891.-,-A. Yes, and that secommendation was made
to Ottawa before—1I thought you had a copy of it. T will send one down here for
you. I would only add-—Dbuild more hatcheries, o

Q. But if you think it is an extra tax paid here, wo would have to put another
tax upon you to build it 7—A. Well, T wouﬁi be quite willing to pay my share. There
is only one thing else I would like to say—that Mr. Armstrong said that n man could
with 25,000 build a cannery and make 25,000 a year. I am astonished that Mr.
Armstrong would say that in evidence, because no one but a fool could give such evi-
dence. Tam perfectly willing to run every cannery that we have got, if -they give me
825,000. T will run them all for twenty years. You see it costs us 25,000 for solder.
Another thing is, one man said in evidence here that ten licenses were worth £10,000.
Why in the world won’t he’come to me, or why did he not come last year? Fe would
be as vich as possible—why, we would give him the canneries to run them.

Q. One question more—what is the valuo of fish?-—A. Well, that I cannot tell you.

Q. But you bought a lot of fish, did you not —A. T had three men—contractors,
"I had 1o pay 20 cents for them. - I had ten more on contract. Them I paid 15 cents,
and then T gog all the bpats I could possibly get. ‘ :

Q. You put it down, then, as very lidicrous that ten licenses were worth 210,000.
Now, many fishermen say they have caught 6,000 fish, and at 20 cents apiece these
would be what —A. 31,200, I suppose. .

Q. Then, ten licenses would be more than $10,000. I think, judging from what
you have said here, that a license is worth $1,000 to a man. You packers have made
320,000 in a year——A. Well, I am under oath, and I have stated that I didn’t make
a cent. : : !

(After a few desultory semarks which were not relavant.) | : L

" kQ. There is nothiry more then that you wish to say I—A. No; nothing more, I
think. - :

The Chairman declared the Commission adjourned at 5.15 p.-m. to meet at 10 aan.
on the 27th February, 1892, - -
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. New Westminster, B.C.,, 27th February, 1892,

Morning Session.

The Commission assembled in the Court House at 10 a.n. and was called to order
at 10,20, ! . -
Present :--8. Wilmot, Fsq., in the Chair ;" Mr. Sheriff Armstrong, 2ecretary
Winter. - .
S —_—
CAPTAIN G. N.uCOOPER, a native of Englana, 14 years in British Columbia,
master mariner, and resident of New Westminster, was duly sworn. '

By My, Wilmot :

Q. Now, sir, what do you wish to present to this Commission 1-—1 have first of all .

some complaints to make. . :

A, Against whom 1—A, Against the Dominion Government and its agent. T
have been a fisherman since my boyhood up and I have been engaged at the fisheries in
different capacities ever since in this country—also in the United States and in England
as a boy, . : !

Q. So you are thoroughly conversant and able to give a pretty good view on all
fishery questions?—A. Yes; last year 1 equipped the steamer ¢ Dreadnought.”

By Mr. Arinstrong : A
Q. Just give us what you want about fishing?—A. Well, T built and equipped the

steamer on purpose to engage'in the fisheries and to put her in service as o fishing

steamer. I applied for license.

By Mr. Wilmot :

* Q. For fishing where I—A. All over the const —I applied for "cense to fish all rivers.

Q. Any especially 7—A. None especially—my object in building the steamer was
to catch fish and bring them to wherever I hiad a chance best to dispose of them.

Q. That would take in Fraser River, Naas, and other rivers?—A. Yes; I applied
for license to Mr. Mowat to fish on the Fraser Piver and was refused. The only
* reason Mr. Mowat gave was that I was well enougp off now and had a steamer and

should not have a license. I told hita then that porhaps if I had spent all my money
for whiskey I would get a license. I had a license the year before, but he- said as 1
had not fished for a year I had lost my chancoe for getting one. I also asked him if it
was possible for me to obtain permission from the Dominion Government to select a
stream on the coast where fishing operations were not carried on, to stock it, and to get
the river for 5 or 10 years myself. He said I could not do that. L
= Q. You made the proposition that you would stock it yourself I--A. Yes; and he
. said he could do nothing in the matter.” I told him I thought it was pretty hard after
spending all my life in the fisheries, and being o British subject, and had spent my
nmoney in fitting out a steamer to engage in the tisheries—deep-sea as well us in rivers—
and then those who were spending their money iv whiskey could get licenses. .
Q. How long did-you-fish under licensel—A. One year--in 1884.—excepting, of
-course, on the other side. I fished on the Columibia River over a license. . o
Q. A license then had to be obtained there 1-—A. Yes ; for $5.

-

By Mr, Ar;nstrony :

Q. And wers you a British subject there, gnd a license granted to you!—A. Yes,
sir; it was customary at that time when all could get licenses.
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Q. And from the Federal Government or the State Govenmlen_C 1—A. That T can-
not say.  Well, I think it must have been from the Federal Govermuent, because the
Columbia River flows hetween the two States. :

By Mr. Wiliot :

* Q. And you are sure it gave you permission to fish on the Columbia River in the
two States 1—A. Yes, . ‘

Q. What was this license for I-—-A. For salmon—there is nc other fishery there.

Q. And then you cume here 1A, Yes; that was in'78, T have remained here
ever since. - h
Q. What is the capacity of your steamer?-—A. Well, unfortunately T had to sell
her. ‘

Q. Would it be out of the way for you to state the value of the steamner?--A.
£5,000. i

Q. Then you have been fishing on the Fraser and elsewhere since—in what way 1
~A. T have only lately sold the steamer. T have not been fishing since.

Q. When did you sell her 1--A. About six months ago. I had to go towing, as T
could not get a license; T had to go towing instead. i . .

Q. Since you could not get licenses on' the river, have you fishe]d 1—A. Yes; I have

. been foreman of fishing camps for canneries ; ‘besides that T have had boats and nets at

different times belonging to the canneries. ) )

Q. What do you mean by camps 1—A. The canneries don't fish all their boats at
one place—they establish camps along the river. The fishermen catch the fish in the
river and carry them to the camps, where they are put in scows. Each cannery hns
from two to three or four camps. ) '

Q. What company were you foreman for1—A. Thave been foreman for four or five
companies. L

Q. Then you are thoroughly conversant with the system carried on ?—A. Ob, yes,

Q. Well, will you just relate—when boats come with fish to the scow, what would

be a fair average number of the fish 1-—A. In a good season 300 to 600 in a day.

Q. And how many days is the usual period during sockeye season .—A. Well, that

_would Jast from two to three and it has lasted as long as four weeks. .I don’t mean con-

tinuous tishing—sometinmes they run better than others,

Q. But the usual ¥in-is how long 1A, From two to four weeks. - When the ruw-

Q. Do you count the fish ax they are_brought in 1—A. Yes; thg,foi-annn counts
the tish. It ‘¢ usally entered in books, and the fishermen, if they have a book, would
do so, ton. )

Q. Would this book belong to the foreman?—A. Oh no; to the cannery. There
is also o printed form with the numbers of the boats, and the fish brought in are entered
opposite each number, . :

Q. Fish caught by No. 18 would be entered opposite No. 18%—A. Yes.

Q. What is the largest number you have known to be brought in1—Oh, &
hoatful. 700 to 800. : )

Q. Aund do-you total up the total at the end of the season 1— A. Oh, no, the can-
neries would do that. ‘ ' .

Q. And what is the everage catch in a season 1—A. In a good season 8000 to
12,000 fish in a boat. S : .

Q. And are any of these injured that are brought in1—A. Oh no; practically not.

Q. And how long will the boat remain there —A. Asa general rule men come in
and discharge the fish from the scow after coming in, :

Q. How many fish would & scow hold1---A. A small one would hold 3,000.

Q. And alarge onel—A. Well, some used to hold 10,000 ; some were larger than
necessary ; the larger ones would hold about 6,000 or 7,000 ’

~ Q. Do these scows generally leave the camps with fish all in prime condition }—A.
Generally ; almost without exception. ) . :
) 198 =




Marine and Fisheries

Q. Have you known any instances when they were not1—A. I have known one
or two instances ; 1 have known half a scow load thrown away from it being injured
from the weather when hot. ot :

Q. Have you any term “short,” or otherwise, to indicate these fish 7—A. No;
there is no special name.

“ Q. When scows arrive at the canneries-——you know of the processl— A, Yes, 1 am
thoroughly conversant with the whole process. .

Q. What plan-—-ave they then pitched up on the wharf1—A. They are generally
put up in boxes or cranes and often with an iron-pointed fork ; the point is put in the
head and the fish ave thrown up. They are then cleaned at once. The wharves are
always covered and the cleaners are right at the edge of the wharf, and they elean
them right there. : ) D )

Q. What is the process of cleaning?~A. They cut off the heads, fins and tails;
these are first cut off, and then the fish is cut in pieces to fit the cans,

Q. And the offal is taken out too1-—-A. Yes, I consider that all offal.

Q. And then?—A. It is cut in suitable sizes to tit the cans.

Ify Mr. Arinstrong :
Q. How many pieces will a fish make1—A. Four or five.

By MM v. Wilmot :
Q. Well, now, tuke the sockeye—what is the average weight 1 A. They usually

go from 10 to a case when fish run large wud when smaller 11 to 12 ; the average +
weight of tho tishiwould be n tritte-over-six pounds: : : 5
: Q. TIn both short and long seasons 1A, Yes; that is a general average from one i )

season to another. . . ] R
. Q. And would fish not lose during a heavy runf—A. I never noticed any dif-
ference. . v !
Q. One fish will then make from 4 to 5 cans, you say —A. Yes
Q. Then the next process is, I supprse, put-through until they get in the boxes 1’
—A. Yes, ‘,_//w"‘"‘M-‘ ’ .
. Q. Well, take tlia average of establishments—how many hands are there employed
- __ultogstlier, including Indians, Chinamen and' foremen, not-boatmen I—A. Well, from .. .__{
300 to 400 ; that would include boatmen and all persons employed about the cannery. .
~ Q. How many persons would be employed in'the cannery nlone?—A. Probably
-from 100-to-200-inside; g R R
Q. You are taking a fair avernge 7—A. Yes; I think it would be nearer 100"
say 120 or 150—it depends on the seazon and run of fish they get and the men they
get to work. Of course that applies to a big season ; in a small season they will not
require as many. A .
Q. How many white men would there be inside 1—A. 5 to 7 or 8; the rest would
- be all Chinamen and Indians. . A , '
Q. Have you any idea of the usual price paid per diem to Chinamen and Indians?
—A. It is done generally by contract—if Chinamen are on day work they get 21 to
81.25 a day—I thiok that is all they get under the Chinese contractor. .
-~ Q. During your time and to your knowledge, a contractor will take in, clean, and
" pack the fish at so much per case?--A. Yes. = - .
" Q. Have you any idea of how much per case I—A. No, I have no idea,
Q. And if he hires Indians or Chinamen by day work—how much —A. I'have an
idea, as I told you before, $1 to 81.25, =~ ' .
Q. And you have knowledge that some fish would be spoiled on top of the scow, and
thrown off into the water 1—A. Well, that is unusual-—I have not seen it—I have seen
a few fish thrown off that were exposed to the sun. » \
Q. A few were thrown off but that is exceptional I—A. Exceptional.
Q. And if large numbers are brought to the cannery and they cannot get through,
would they be canned next day!-—A. Well, they generally can get them in cans next
day or if they hnve too many fish they can stop their boats and-not gat any more. '
’ ' 199 .
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o Q. What is a fair n\'émge of the number of cases turned out of a c'anngry-—-lq,OOOT
—A. Yes, I think that would be the least—that is when the factory is working at
full capacity. '

Q%) I nfmn all the year through 7—A. Ob, yes; that would be a high average I think.
Q. How many boats would it take to fairly supply n cannery turning out that
number ?—A. Tn a good season twenty boats, - ‘

By Mr. Wilmot : ‘

Q. Some seasons there would be a great many more cases turned out1—A, Oh,
yes pin a big run it would be the full capacity of the cannery whatever that might be
~-some might go as high as 30,000 cases. .

Q. And in a low season that might be reduced 1—A. Yes, to 5,000 or 6,000.—I
think there is only one cannery that could turn out the highest number. I don't know
exactly what his capacity is, but I think quite as high as that in a good run.

Q. T understand last year he turned out 25,000 cases-—was that a good yearl-—A,
1 was away towing on the coast and so am not well posted as to what last year was.

Q. With regard to the offal business—the fish You say are cleaned, heads and tails,
and entrails taken out, and then it falls into the water —A. Yes,

Q. What do you think—is it injurious to water, fish, or anything at all 7— A, Tt is
not injurious to the river at all unless through carelessness it is allowed to remain on
the banks of the river. o

Q. How would it go on the banks of the river . —~A. Asa genoral rule the canneries
are near the hank—40 or 50 feet from the bank-—thero is so much offal thrown into the . .
river, some must get on the hank when it is not all eaten up.__1f the offal were put in
deep water 1 don't think we would hear-anythingof the offal. I have scen the offal
o -—ctaten-so-fast-we-could "ot find a trace of it at all., I think though the Chinese should
A be pvovented from eatching these small fish-—suckers we gencrally call them, though

there are several kinds—The Chinese frequently dip up buckets full while they are cat-
ing the offal —I think they should be stopped from doing this. -

Q.. But would not that be preventing men from catching food--just like they say
canneries should be prevented ?rom mtc%ning s0 many salmon 1-—A. Well, but let them
eat sahnon—-it would be much better. _

Q. Havo you seen offal lodge along the banks and sloughs 1—A. Notas much as
dead tish—T have seen thousands of dog-salmon and humpbacks left on the banks by
the Indians and they have been much worse than all the offal put together. )

Q. Then you think offal not injurious cither to the river or to the people who drink
the water1—A. No, for this reason—there is nothing but a few heads that ever decom-
rose in the river, and the quantity is so small that it cannot hurt this river. - All the
1eads put together from New Westminster to the mouth .ivould not be as much as I
have seen in one hourof dead fish on the Harrison River. I do not think as much injury
can be made from this offal as from the dead fish on the Harrison River.

Q. Have you seen many dead fish coming down the river?—A. Yes, I have seen
millions strewn on the water from Harrison to the mouth of the river---floating on the -
water, I would suggest that canneries be compelled to discharge all offal into deep
water und not let it remain around the shores.—it is very offensive to the smell.

Q. Not to the health ?— . No, T don’t think to the health. .
. Q. Butif you think the smell from dead fish would be- 30 great, would not offal be
as bad?—A. Well, I think the offal should be put into deep water.

‘ Q. What is your idea of it being converted into oil or fertilizer?--A. T think it a
good idea if it would pay—there were two factories over at Astorin and they were run
successfully, - - : . :

" Q. Js it not possible for the same to be done here I—A. T think, if in the hands of
the right parties, it would pay. T

Q. Would it be more expensive for canneries to put the offal in the river or to put
it in the factory?—A. Well, on the Columbia river the oil factories sent for the offal,

Q. Then it would be more expensive to put offal in the deep channel of the river?
—A. Well, yes it would be well to have arrangement made—over on the other side

they'have a frame work made to catch all the offal and it runs from that into scows,
and it was taken away by the oil men.

4
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Q. Could not that be done here?—A. Well, it could be on the lower part of the
river, but I don't think it could be on the upper portions, . ,

« By Mr. Arnistrong : )
Q. But have not cannerymen all steamers of their own 1—A. Oh yes, but they have
no time to look after that.

By Mr. Wilinot :

Q. What number of factories would be suflicient to utilizo the offul here1—A, One
would be sutlicient, _ . : ' K

Q. If the offal was thrown into scows from the cannerics would it not pay?-LA. 1
doubt if an il factory could keep a steamer—if they got the offal for nothing they could
make something out of it. . _ .

Q. Would it not be better for cannerymen topay the cost of thisamong themselves,
instead of being under the penalties of the law ns at present 1—A. Yes, 1 suppose so—1I
think that would be far the cheapest way. T have heard of putting offal in the ground
hut it could be done cheaper, becauso after you have the offal there you would have to
turn up a hole to put it in. i - e

Q. And you think the mnlﬁy feasible way would be by making some use of it as
fertilizer or oil? "A. Well, I don’t know as a fertilizer would be needed here; it is a new
country, ’ : . -

Q.y Well, but neither do you consume the fish here, do you?—A. Well, I worked
once in a Vertilizer factory myself, and it don’t pay. -

Q. But they made oil, as well, did they not7-—A. Yes, but what would they do
with the fertilizer? .

By Mr. Armastrong :

Q. In Astorin what do they do?—A. Oh, they threw the fortilizer away-—they did
anot use it. :
Mr. AnvstioNa.—That was ahnost as bad as the offal,

By Mr. Wibmot :

Q. What is this fertilizer likv—is it n powder?--A. Well, yes--like stuff you
sweep up from the house ; it is very light stuff. - , ’

Q. Then you think, after all, a factory for utilizing the oftal might easily be earried
out here, and that one factory would accommodate the whole of the canneries, and that
vil factories on the Columbia’ River were n success f—A. They were a success. I know
that one of the partners told me that he clubbed $125 a month. He had a quarter
interest, and ho had made that_besides his wages, ' He told me that himself,

Q. What do you think of the close season?—A. I think the Sunday close season
is all right now; timt is the only feasible close season I know of. As to the other,
there is one month now in which there is no fishing done at all,

Q. Well, I think that is an understood thing among the canneries. Is it a fact
that spring salmon are more white than red 1—A. Yes, they are more white than red—
fully 75 per cent of them are white. There are four or five varieties heve of quinnat,
" but all are called spring salmon—any fishermen can see the difference, though we have

no name for them. _ Co s o .

Q. :Are they like Columbia River salmon 1—A. No, none are like Columbia salmon.

Q. What is the distinctive difference -—-A. Well, you can only see the difference—
they are much larger over there than here. . v

Q. And are t%xere any white salmon in the Columbia River:—A. No, all are red—

the question of white salmén was never raised.
Q. And here 75 per cent are white; takiug the season through?—A. Yes,
. Q. Which are more merchantable’—A. Oh the white are worthless,
Q. What are done with them 9-—A. Oh, Indians toke all they want, and the rest
are thrown away. S - . : S .
Q. And the probable weight of thesei—A. About twelve pounds,
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Q. Why do you say “different species” herel—A. You can see the difference—
in the larger ones the distances between the extreme of the back and the belly are
greater than others.

Q. 'The early runs of them here in April and May, when they come in here first,
as regards flavour of flesh, are they equal to Columbia River salmoni—A. Oh, yes;
equally as'good. In spring time they can ke eaten, but not in sammer. T have been
maule sick myself ; but the 1ed ones are always good.

Q. Itis vemarkable.  We have been asked by many to breed spring salimon, but
you say they are not fit to eati—A. Except in the spring; but then there are no other
fish in the market.

Q. Aud if other fish were in the market they could not take at alll—A. Ob, no.

Q. What run of hsh comes after the sockeyes?—A. The cohoes, hut they ave
worthless,

At this point of the examination, Cupt Couper stated that his business engage-
ments would prevent him from continuing his endence at present and requested that
he might be allowed to continue his evidence at 3 p.m." Both Commissioners assenting, .
the witness left the stand.

Mr. Commissioner Higgins nrrived and took his seat as one of the Commission, at
11.30 a.m. -

THOMAS CUMMINGHAM, a native of Ireland, living in British Columbia
since 1839, a resident of New Westminster and describing himself as a fruit-grower,
stock-breeder and farmer, was duly sworn.

By Mr. Witmot :

Q. Do you wish to make any statement]-—A. T feel deeply interested in this
question of disposing of the offal, und the welfare of the fisheries generally. 1 differ
from all the endence I h.ne heard as to its value as a fertilizer—I tinnk it very
valuable. '

Q. For the purpose of ploducmg cereals or frmt 1—A. Fruit especially and in the
event of our going-into beet-root growing.

Q. Your knowledge—is it from e\perlment or on good nuthont) ’I--A Oh, T have
the best of authority.

Q. What effect has it froma sumtary stand-point 1—A. T should thmk it very good.

Q. From what cause—it= putridity or offensiveness of smell—or does it create
disease 1—A. T think it apt to create disease.

Mg. Hiccins,—Not what you have heard, Mr. Cumnngham, we don’t want hear-
say evidence. ) ‘ S

By M. Wilmot:

Q. What of your knowledge, do you think it creates disease 1—A. Well, I think
it would taint the water and I know if it lodges upon the beach or shores it becomes

offensive and deleterious to health,

By Mr. Iligﬂ'm'
Q. That is your opinion—have you any practical knowledgei—A. Well, that is
my opinion—I know it has a bad effect upon dairy stock if they drink the water, 1
was through Chilliwhack and through Sumas last fall and saw hundreds of thousands
of dead fish there.
Q. And is there no way of stopping fish from dispersing themselves dead in the
river?—A. There is a way of catching them and ;,rmdmg them as a fertilizer.

By Mr. Wilmot. :

Q. What is the effect on dairy stock !—-A, \Ve“ the cows drink the w at,er and it
tamts the butter.
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Q. Have you any knowledge of its effects on the il #—A. 1 have heard farmers

say so, L
.y Q. How does it effect hogs—does it show the effects in the pork 1—A. Yes; it gets
unmarketable. : a ’

. Q. Then as a fertilizer and oil—you think the fectilizer would be valuable for
agricultural purposes I-—A. Certainly ; there is fish guano made in Norway sells in
London for £6 to £10 sterling a ton, . : .-

Q. Have you had any trial of its effects as a fertilizer here I—A. [ have seen it
" tried in the raw state, ) ) ;

Q. Have you used any made in the factory here 7—A. No; I have not. There is
an unfortunate opinion prevailing that our lands in this district are sufficiently rich as
to not need a fertilizer—it arose hecause this neighbourhood is very rich—-but in other
. Places it is not so there—Mr. Higgins will know in Vancouver Tsland the trees are
withering for want of a fertilizer. I think the fertilizer would be useful for both
agricultural and horticultural purposes, and when we get the knowledge how to make it
properly we will ship it away to Englund and other places—but we don’t need to ship
it—we need it here. I expect in a few years from now I will be able to use 50 tons of
fish guano a year, and if we go into the raising of beet-root we will want every pound
we can get. .

Q. If it were made, you would consume a lot of it and you think others would dn
the same?--A. Yes, I would and I think others would. I think too that steps shoui
be taken immediately to utilize the humpback salmon-—they are poisoning the small.
rivers and streams in this country and it is » very small matter if bins were made. A
ton of green fish will make 400 pounds of dvy fertilizer. - -

Mr. HiGeins..—Suppose this offal, Mr. Cunningham, were towed out into deep cur-
rent of the river would it taint the water as now 1—A. Ob, no; I think it would not,
but T think it would be a gross waste of very valuable material.

Mr. WiLmor.—Well, then, why don’t you go into this profitable business §— A,
Well, that is not my business-—I am a consumer. .

. Mr. Higoins.—Well, but we will admit there is no way of utilizing that offal 1—
A, But, I don't think so. _— . : .
" Mr. Hiacixs.—But suppose there is no way and there is no factory—what would
- you do with it?—A. I think 1 would tow it out to deep water—that would he better
than leaving it around the canneries. o o
Mr. Hicoins.—About these hundreds and hundreds of salmon you see in Chilli-
whack—they would taint the water too, would they not —A. Yes.

CQ And’_ tor years back this has been done?-—A. Yes. o

Q. And if there had been no natural law to thin them out they would have choked
up the river long ago with their numbers would they not 7—A. Wel), T have no doubt
. that much of the land in this district has been enriched by dead salmon.

By Mr. Higgins : .

~, Do you think that salmon die after spawning?—A. Well, a great many.
" Q. Do you think, with the late Mr. Mowat, that 25 per cent get back to sea —.A.

Well, I don’t know, ™ : :

Q. What do you know of this sickness said to be derived from offal I—A. T know
nothing except what I have heard from Delta and other places. e

Q. Well, but that might have come from other causes I~-A. Yes, it might.

Q. Have you any practical suggestion to make for disposing of this offal —A. I
don't know. : - - .

Q. Has anything been tried 1--A. T think there is an oil factory down the river.

Q.- Using offal 1—A. Yes. s :

Q. You say dead fish at Chilliwhack have an effect on the milk }—A. Ves.

Q. Do you throw away the milk 1—A. Oh, no; I do know this, that where hogs
pasture and eat these fish we keep them for another ycar to get rid of this fishy taste,
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Q. And if they ate many dead fish, you would have “fishy ” pork 7—A. Yes, I
suppose you would. : )

Mr. WiLsor.—Have you seen this article in the “Colonist,” Mr. Higgins, about
the analysis of samples of offal —A. Mr. Higgins.—Oh, yes; I have seen that,

Mr. Cusnivanan.—If you wish to see authorities as to value of fertilizers I have
them here.—A. Mr. Higgins.— Oh, no ; never mind—<we know it is a good thing, but
the question is simply how to do it with success. ’

Mr. WiLmor.—Q. Have you anything to make
limitation of nets?—A. Licenses? . .

Mr. Wirvor.—Q. Yes.—A. T think it would be unfair if you ‘)lace cannerymen at
the nercy of the fishermen. I saw the effects of that on the Columbia River. I had a
friend who dropped $175,000 just through such a thing. o !

Mr. WiLsor.-—Q. Have fishermen control of the Columbin 1—A. T hey had then—
the fishermen forced the price of fish up to 60 and 65 cents, ) :

Mr. H16G1xN8.—~75 one year—1I had a friend who lost money too. :

“Mr. WiLnor.—Q. Would it be equitable if each fisherman, a bona Jide British sub-
ject, shovld be entitled to one license 1A, It depends on the number applying.

Q. Would you limit the number 1—A. Yes. ~

. Q- What number dhould that limit b 7—A. I think 500 ahout right.

“Q. The fishermen say they cannot get licenses to fish and consequently are Jabour-
ing under diificulties—now with 500 that is the case. You are not prepared to say
then, whether they should—all practical bona fide British subjects—be given a
license ornot 1 —A. Well, no ; I'think the number should be limited to a certain number
—they should not be transferable by any means.

Mr. WiLvor.-——Q. What are your views on the Sunday close senson? Should Sun-
day be kept as a close season 1A, Yes, 1 believe in the observation of the Sabhath-~
I think when we try to amend the Divine Law we get into difficulties. L

Q. You mean the whole of Sunday I—A. Yes, I mean the whole of it—T don't see
any reason why a man should fish on Sunday. night when other n'en don’t do other
work on that day. ' . '
Q. What are the effects of the hatchery on the river1—A. Decidedly beneficial T
think, -

Q. With regard to your views on licenses—you appear'to be an intelligent man—
do you favour any discrimination of fees in obtaining licehses —should the fee he alike,
to fishermen and canners 1—A. I think there should be uniformity.

Q. With regard to this river and all other rivers in the Province1—A. Well, I
think in order to permit the northern rivers to compete with Alaska a discrimination
should be made in their favour. The northern coast is dangerous to navigation and the
reverses heavier. . ) o o

Q. Have you any knowledge of the quantities of fish taken by canneries and their
size I—A. Not very much. : : ' :

Mr. Hicains,—Q. What is your opinion as regards the increase or decrease of fish
inthe river? Do you think the river over-fished ?—A. T think it has been, but the -
hatcheries I think have supplied the ditference.

Q. Then you think with a hatchery, intelligently carried out, there is no danger of
decrease of the fish?—A. No, I think not. ’ T ,

Mr. WiLyor.—Q. And if the hatchery produces so many more fish the hatchery is
making more offal. (Laughter.)—A, Well, we will get more f‘;rtilizew. I do hope the
Government can do something to utilize these humpbacks--anything that can be done
to utilize these fish and make them into fertilizers would be a good thing.

Q. But should not this offal be utilized first .—A. Well, I don’t know—I think
one just as bad as another. If any gentlemen will pay a visit to Chill:whack, they will
see for themselves. ‘ ‘ ‘

Mr. HiGuiNs.-~Mr. Chairman, has any medical evidence been taken as to the
effects of this offal ¢ ’ L

Mr. WitMoT.—Yes ; we have had medical evidence.
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Mvr. Hicoins.—Well, I think subpeenas should be at once issued to all medical men

within reach and get their opinions on this matter—also the mortuary statistics and
record of deaths, &e. * .

Mr. ArMsTRONG.-—Yes ; I think the city health officers should bhe summened, too, -

+ You cannut summon a man and get him here this afternoon-—you cannot expect a man
*~ "to be here before Monday. . o

"Mr. Higains.—Well, I caunot wait here for all time—I think you should get these
men.  'We have lots of evidence waiting in Victoria and I must go back Monday.

M. WiLvor.—Well, if you will just give the names of persons you want, we will
try and yet them, .

Mr. Y"1caiNs,—-Well, Mr. Armstrong knows them-—he knows all the doctors in
town. . - :

Mr. AmsTRONG.—Then you think we should prove it is not healthy.

Mr. Hia uys.—Whether it is unhealthy. .

Mr. .* ¥ 3TRONG.—But it is not health “alone—it is also the destruction of u lot of
good material that otherwise could be made use of. . ’

Mr. Wiw 107.- ~Well, summonses have to be signed by all three Commissioners, but.
we have 1ot used nvLy owing to your (to Mr. Higgins) absence, but as the Board is now
full, and it is desirable to issue summonses we might send Mr, McNab down to ask any
one you would like to be here. .

Mr. Hiaarns.—Well, I think Dr. Wilson should be summoned.

Mr. WiLMor.—Do you think that it is necessary to issue a subpana to Rr, Wilson 1

Mr. ArxsTroNG.-—I do. . :

Mr. Haceart.—I do. . '

A summons was thereupon issued to Dr. Wilson to appear before the Commission
at 10 a.m. on the 29th February at New Westminster ; and at the request of Mr.
Higgings, letters -were written requesting the attendance of Drs. De Wolfe Smith,
Fagan and McLean before the Commission at 2 p-m. this day. ’

The Commission adjoured at 12.30 p.m.

—_
NEw WESTMINSTER, 27th February, 1892,
Afterncon  Session.

The Commission re-assembled at the Court House at 2 p.m.  Full Board present,
CAPTAIN COOPER, being present, was permitted to resume his evidence. .

- By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Then you gave your upinion in regard to, offal being non-injurious, and that it

might be made use of beneficially by making it into oil and fertilizer -—A. To make

oil. I don't see my way clear to make fertilizer. -

Q. Have you any knowledge of the injury of saw-dust?—A. No direct know-
ledge, but I think it would be injurious for this reason—I have often noticed fish
nibbling at any little thing in the river—I don’t think that was with salmon-—the saw-

dust in going into a fish’s gills would lodge in passing out. A salmon is a very delicate

fish and T have known salmon to die after slight injury. <

Q. You have seen saw-dust in their gills?—A. 1 have not seen it, but I think if it )
lodged it would injure fish.

Mr. WiLnor.—T may say that it is a fallacy which has much predominated in the
eastern provinces that saw-dust killed fish by getting in their gills ; but we never find:
saw-dust in the gills of living fish, but when fish are dead, saw-dust may get in their
gills, but naver in the gills of living fish. The saw-dust is injurious by stopping vege-
table growth in the beds of rivers, &, and that is where the injury comes in, and
though salmon may go through a lot of saw-dust, they would never get it in their gills,”

Mr. Higoins.—But this witness thinks saw-dust does injury to fish—he thinks it
gots in their gills. ‘ 205 N ‘
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By Mr. Wilmot : ‘ - :

Q. What do you think of the limitation of nets?-—A. I think the present size of
net-sufficient.

Q. But the number of licenses given to fishermen and canners1—A, T think myself
that the licenses can be rerdjustod-—I think it is not fair and equal as it stands at
present—the canners have almost envugh licenses to get along with Indian lahour alone,
and an independent fisherman cannot get the chance of making anything at ali, exce{:t
in o poor season, when the independent fisherman is much in dewand. T think the
canners might be allowed pne-half the numnber they require, The condition of things
is quite different here to what prevails on the Columbia River. There they are white
tishermen, but heré it is not the same. I think if a limit is placed on the river, the
canners should be given about one-half and the independent fishermen the other half-—
1 think that is but fair.

Mr. WiLsor.—But would you give one license only 1-—-A. One license-—not more.

Q. What number would you give to canners, then, on the supposition that there
was no limit -~A. Oh, as many as they like. :

Q. If one license were given to each bona fide fisherman, there should be also a
limit, should there not, to the licenses given to canners1—A. If licenses arg unlimited
to fishermen, they should also be unlimited to canners. :

Q. Then, would it not have the same effect then as that which you have referred
to, viz.: that one would master the other, if unlimited to canners? - The fishermen only
get one-—would not the fishermen be kept out of servicel—A. Well, T don't look at it
in that light ; my object is to say if we give licenses in unlimited numbers to fishermen. |
we must also do the same to canners. : -

Q. Then, unlimited to canners 1--A. T would say, if canners are limited, also limit
the number of licenses issued on the river, as well—for instance, if 600 are enough
for the river, give canners one-half and fishermen the other half—if the department
considers 600 too simall, give both parties the same, rio matter what number. :

Q. But if 600 was the limit and 300 the number given to the canneries, there
might be enough canneries put up to make it almost useless to -continue work 1—A.
Well, that is a matter which the canneries would arrange among themselves, for no
business man would go into a husiness unless he thought he would get a license.

Mr. Hicains.—Pardon me, Mr. Chairman, I would suggest that Captain Cooper
might give way for Mr. McNeely, a gentleman who has come here to give evidence and
has but a short time at his disposal--Capt. Cooper can como again on the stand, if he
will be good enough to give way for the present.—A. Oh, certainiy,

Mr. WiLnor.—Very well, then Capt. Cooper we will conclude with you afterwards.

THOMAS McNEELY, a resident of Ladner’s Landing, an in British Columbia
for twenty-nine or thirty years, describing himself as a merchant, was then duly sworn.

My, McNEELY.—What I came here for is to correct a statement made in tile paper
—I will show it to you if you wish to see it. ’

" By Mr. Wilmot: .

~ Q. A statement made by yourself sir I—A. No, by another party. The witness
here read an extract from the report of the proceedings of the Fisheries Commission in
the News-Advertiser, of 27th February, 1892, re evidence given by Mr. W. Arthur on
the previous day. (Continuing) I wish to state that I did not {;uy thiz oil. T tried
this oil in 1890—1 used a barrel or so—last year I didn’t use any of any account. Tt
is not good as a Jubricator and I have no use for it. . )

By Mr. Avinstrong :
Q. You didn’t buy any of it in 1891 1—=A I did not.——— - == - - T
Ity Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Did you sell any of it +—A. No, I did not. I just wanted to correct that state-
ment—that is my reason for coming here. '
206
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By Mr. Hiygins : .
Q. Perhaps Mr. McNeely can give some views about the health of fthe community

down the river 1—A. There were some deaths from typhoid fever dow n there last sum-
mer durmg the fishing season. .

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Have you formed any views of the probable reasons for this sickness #—A. I
have not. .

Q. Have you ever drank the water 1—A. No.

Q. Why don’t you drink it -—A. I don’t like drinking water at nll.

By Mr. Higgins :
Q. Does Mr. Ladner drink much of it? (Laughter.)—A. I don't know.

By Mr. Wilmot :

" Q. What is the impression of ‘the injury den\ed trom offal there7—A. Well, I
cou'd hardly tell that.

By Mr, Higyine:

Q. Have you ever known of any case of lllne«s traced to drinking Fraser River
water i—A. T don't know.

Q. Did you ever live in a large clty 1—A. No.

Q. Any town where large streams ran by 7—A. No.

By Mr. Armstrong : _
. Q. Do you think oil from offal is as good as dog-fisk: 0il?—A. Not for lubricating
- purposes. '
"By Mr. Higgins :

Q. Do you know of anything as to its use as a fertilizer I—A. I believe it is con-
sulore(l good as n fertilizer.

By Mr. Wilnot :

Q. For general purposee. 1—A. W ell, T think more for vegetables.

Q. Is there a ready sale for fertilizer 1—A. Well it has never been introduced
enough—1I could not tell. '

Q. But it has been used 1-—Yes, small quantities of it, but as to \shethen it would
pay, T don’t think any one has experience enuugh to tell.

By Mr. Higgins :

Q. Thee are quite a number of Chinamen emyloyed during the canning season .
. about Ladner’s Landing ?-—~A. Quite a number,
Q. Could their labour be dispensed with 7— A, T don’t know how.

By J Mr. Higgins:

Q._Could they not get white-men?—A. T don’t think they could. |
Q. Nor Indians?—A. I don’t think they could. ' |
Q. And they consider Chinese labour most effective I—A. 1 think so.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Do you think every bona fide fisherman and British subject should-get a hcense

to fish —A. Well, I could not say—I never paid any heed to it.
- Q. But should resident fishermen, in your opmlon, be placed in such a pommn 50 i
“they could get a licenise 1-—A. T thinkso, 7=~ - T ey
Q. If that were generally known, would it add to mmngmnta coming to the '
country 1—A. ‘Well, I don’t know—there might be fishermen enough in the country to
take ail the licenses they could use. a0y » ]
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. Q. Any inducement would be good that would induce immigrants to come and take
the place of Chinamen, would it not?—A. Well, yes, if they could give labour when
they got here. )

Q. But would it be an inducement, if an immigrant knew he could get a license
if he wanted onel—A. Yes, T think so.

Mr. WiLyor.—Very well, that will do, sic; unless, gentlemen, you have something
further to ask the witness. ! .

Mr. ArwstRoNa.—No, nothing further.

Mr. Hicains.—Oh, no; that will do. ; ’

e
— ~

CAP’I‘; COOPER was recalled and continued his evidence.
By My. Wilmot : o

Q. We were last speaking scraething abous licenses, T think 2-—A. T stated that T
had made application for a license—one license to fish salmon—that is, one on any river
on which T wished to go—I wanted one here, and 1f I went to the Skeena or Naas, I
wanted one for each river, and in each case T was refused. ' :

Q. But if you got a license for the waters of British Columbia, would not tha’,
cover alll-—A. Yes, if there were Jicenses of that description ; but I was willing to pay
for a license on each river. . o

Q. And you could get neither?—A. I could get none. The only reason that w.s
given me was' that I was well enough off and had-a steamer-and liad tio need t¢ do~

- fishing. I told Mr. Mowat that was the very reason T built the boat, but I had w0 go
towing, and afterwards sold the boat.

Q. You attribute it to this cause that you could not get a license to fish1—A. Yes.

© Q. You were away for a season und then could not get licenses to fish1—A. Yes,
you see some seasons are poorer than others, and then I went steam-hoating.

By Mr. Higyins:

Q. Were you willing to go in the deep-sea fisheries, too —A. Yes, I was ready for
all kinds.

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q. But there was nothing to prevent you going out in the deep sea I—A. Yes, but
that is only in winter; T wanted to fish in the rivers. The second year I had to go
towing and cke out the expenses in that way, instead of fishing, as I wanted to. 1
considered that it would rot justify me in equipping a hoat for deep-sea fisheries, unless
¥ could fish anywhere T chose. :

- By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Your view of the deep-sea fisheries is within three miles of the coast 1—A. Yes,
certainly, and T also asked Alr. Mowat if he would communicate with the department
and let me stock a river and then let me have it for five or ten years; but he would not
do it for me. . T

: Q. And did it never go any further 1—A. Well, that is what T want to know—if
he did not I want to make that application now. My reason for wanting b yeats is that
the time for the sockeye returning to spawn is from 3 to 4 years, so if I placed a limit
of 10 years I would only then have 6 years to fish.

Q. You spoke of being on the Columbia—are thers fish hatcheries there 7—A. I
have read that there are—there were not when I was there. .

_ Q. And you draw the conclusion that by starting a hatchery— 1—A. I didn’t
intend starting a hatchery but wished to stock it after a plan of my own. -

Q. Will you not tell us this and give us information f—A. Well, that is a secret-—

I would rather not tell that. I wished only to have the privilege of controlling the

fish T had hatched out myself. I wanted to stock the stream for myself and then after
iy time it would belong to the Governmeuzt,.8 ‘
. i 0
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s Q. Then you intended hn@ching fish -—A. Yes. Oh, well, it is the ‘same way— S
there is no secret about that. 7 . . ‘

B By Mr. Armstrong ;

Q. I think it would be well if Mr. Cooper would give us this information.—A.
Well, will this information go through the Commission to the Government 1
© Mr. WiLror.—Every syllable will go. to the Government along with the report
- frgm the Commissioners, etc. : .
Mr. Hiagins, —Oh, well, if Capt. Cooper has some process of his own I don’t think
he should be pressed for it. The last question you asked Mr. McNeelly—about 300
licenses being issued and about hurting their business— I said I thought it was equitable :
" if a limit was placed on the number of licenses on the river, if fishermen should have
half and canners the other half. I meant to say that if not enough fishermen to.take- -
them up thu canners should take up the balance, ' :

. By Mr. Wilmot : . . : i
Q. If 300 were given to canners and 300 to fishermen it would bring them down _
to 13 licenses each—i.e., the canners—now, if there were more canneries built it would <
bring down the number to even less.—A. Well, the business will adjust itself—no can-
neries will be built unless they are going to pay. In a poor season, 600 boats will be
well enough. L i
‘‘‘‘‘‘ Q- Then you think the river can be over-fished I—_A.
out.

Tes ; the river can be fished

Q. What is the experience on the Columbia River —A. Well, the boats were so
thick—there were 1,000_ boats _on -the-:river=the boats on the bar were so thick that
hardly a salinon could get by. ‘ : ’ ) ) ,

Q. Would-you consider that an over-fished place- -too much fishing at the mouth
of the river!—A, Yes; I think tishing should be kept within QGarry Point and the bar
outside in this river. In three seasons over there after they got 50 many boats—the year
before I went there they had probably 500 or 600 boats at the outside—that was in
76 or '77 1 fished fimt.~—an(fJ they doubled the number of boats. Fish wore fairly
plentiful, but after that—well, the recult will show—there are nearly a quarter of the

* canneries there now as wers there some years ago. ' .

Q. Is the mouth of the Columbia River much the same as the Frasert._A. Oh,
yes: except that the Colun:bia River is on a much larger scale. L

Q. If 300 or 400 boats were fishing at the mouth of the river hero, it would beé in
proportion to the 1,000 boats at the mouth of the Columbia1—A. Oh, yes: it would be
a great deal more. =~ . )

Q. ‘And are you satistied that too much fishing at the bar is prejudicial to fish 1—
A. Yes, it is, I have ohserved since I have heen here that fish have run later and the
quality of fish has depreciated very much. B o «

Q. Then do I understand you that the proportion of tish caught in the later sea-
sons—probably due tq over-fishing—is not in as good condition for canning as those
carlier 1—A, No, they are not—1I think they are outside too long as they come later— :

I think tishing on the bar has caused that—I wonld not feel sure about that only that : "
I have ncticed that after the close season—Saturday and Sunday—the fish afterwards 2
- come in in greater nbundance and drop off at tha latter end of the week, If it was
only on Sunday night when tishing commences 1 would say it was because the fish have
come in Sunday, but I have noticéd they ruw-thick on Monday and then run thinner
through the week. : - ST
.. Q. It is you think the constant fishing at the mouth keeps fish from coming into the
river and that excessive fishing there would more o less aflect the general fisherics of
the river 1—A. Yes, I think so, . D e T T
Q. And do you say then that {lour ~iews are that excessive fishing there has caused
it tendency to have later runs of fish in the river afterwards t-~A. T thi'k s0—théy are
getting later all the time, : '

-10¢—14
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Q. The earlier fish come in and are caught and that late fish are in worse condition
than earlier ones?—A. Yes: I would not undertake to say that in one or two years or
more—I would not say fish would come in earlier—it would take time—it is gradual
I —we would not see the effect in one or two years. ' .

RPN Q. Then that would be apparently borne out—all the canners say they would desire .
, fish for canning from the first runf—A. Do you mean that tish from the first run should
be hatched out? :

Q. That fish froni the first run should be taken and their eggs hatched out 1—A.
: Oh, yes; I would agree with that because the firat fish in are the most favourable by far.
i , Q. Is it your experience that sockeye are the most valuable?—A. Yes, it is sockeye
! we are discussing. I am more in favour of hatching out red spring salmon if possible

e for the reason they bring more money into the country, because a tishermen catches a
sl s ... .. springsalmon und gets from two hits to 50 cents and that money is left here while the

; money for canning mostly goes out of the country. The money a Chinaman gets we
get 1o benefit from that—then money goes for tins and very little is left here. .

Q. Then you think shipping fresh fish is more desirable than the canning business 1
—A. Yes, certainly ; it is a question which will benefit the community more and it we
can get a €1 left for each fish instead of a few cents it is so much better. .

Q. Do I understand you to say the catchiug of fish for shipment fresh would be
much more desirable for the employment of white labour than canning 1—A. Ob, yes;
there would be no use for Chinamen there. y -

Q. And ng offal 1—A. None whatever. : ‘ . -

Q. While one-third of the sockeye goes in the riveri—A. Yes, about that.

Q. Do you know what freezers get for their fish1—A. Yes, from 10 to 15 cents per
pound. ‘ -
’ Q. And how wruch do canners get 1-—A. Well, I think all the canneryman gets the .
benefit of is 2 cents, probably not more. - . .

Q. Do you think the freezing of sockeye fish would be profitablei—A. Probably
not because there are such great numbers we could not get away with them. There is
CH a limited market for fresh fish whilu there is practically an unlimited one for canned
af goods. I don’t wish to prejudice thedepartment against the canneries as against the

i freezers, but I simply state what I think would be most beneficial to the country.

Q. What advantage has a cannery where a canner has a_boat with four men and
b fishermen have but two I—A.- O, outside fishermen_will catch more tish every. day.. .. .
' : Q. Why 1—A. Well, for the simple reason thatthe fisherman gets so muc{rfor every
fish he gets while the other gets 82 a day. I know all about it—I have been there. 1
have had many camps snd have had to fire men who were engaged and had sold their
tish to fishermen. -

- Q. If two men fish twenty-four hours they would in all probability be likely to
catch mnore than two men would in twelve hours?—A. Well, yes; of course—it looks
that way I know. . . .

e e o :

Rt

" By Mr. Armstrong : ~ :
. Q. But ss a rule the wen who fish for themselves fish more hours than those em-
ployed by the day #-—A. Yes, I have fished for the twenty-four hours myself.
By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. You would not be much use then to yourself or anybody else would you I—A.
Well, I slept in the hoat on the end of the net as it drifted down. :

Q. Well, if you have nothing further Capt. Cooper, I think that will do—I think
that we have gone pretty well over the ground. . :

Mg, THOMAS LADNER, of Ladner’s Landing, B.C., who had previously given
evidence before the commission requested. permission to be heard further and was duly
sworn. : .

Mr, LapNEr.—What I wish to say is this that in giving my evidence I went on to
say that T was simply representing the Wellington Cannery. I omitted to say that
A : _210 : .
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with Mr. Laidlaw and others I represent seven canneries, and I wish to say that I re.
presented the seven canneries in my evidence. ' -

By Mr. Witmot :

Q. And you are one of the representatives of n company with others of seven can.
neries! How many on the Fraser—A. Five, and one on the Skeena and one on the
Nags. : ) N

Q. A company formed for mutual interest?—A. A company formed for mutual
interest. . - A R
Q. A syndicate?—A. No, merely our own capital.

By Mr, ‘Armatrong‘ :

Q. Well, Mr. Iadner, it has been stated here that you had principal charge of the
oil factory for this company—now, would you kindly state to the commission the
capacity of the canneries and the quantity of oil, &¢., and what you did with the offal 1
—A. Waell, this year according to instructions from the department, or the representa-

tives of the department here, we went to the expense of building an oilery at a cost of
£3,000 or $4,000. . : : : : A

By Mr. Witmot:

Q. Do I understand you to say that the department asked you to build an oil
factory?l—A. No, but the Government said they intended to enforce the law.

Q. That was in existence 1—A. Well, I don’t know. I don't know. I don't read
the law, as a rule—we leave that to persons who are paid to tellus, =~ .

Q. Did you have to ask that it should not be gnforced? I may say that the min-
ister rescinded it for the one year only, therefore last year the statute would hold good,_
and the law should have been enforced.-—A. I understand it in this way, from the man
who had charge of the business here—Mr. Mowat—that they were going to enforce it,
and we went to work to provide against it, though much to our regret.

. By afr. Armatrmig :

Q. Did they enforce it7—A. No, they did not. We complied with it, while every-
“one else was allowed to go free. - -

By Mr. Higgins: .

Q. What did you do?—A. We huilt an oilery at a cost of $4,000. '
Q. ‘Did you make anything?—A. No, we did not; and yet Mr. Wilmot wants us
to build another. ' . e

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. No; I may mention that what I said was that. your Provincial Government
here were inducing Crofters to come here, and that # company was being formed for
disposing of fish offal by erecting oil factories, &c., and what T also said was that from
accounts given by scientists and others, it would be beneficial for these projects to be
started -—A. You are speaking on theory, Mr. Wilmot. T am speaking from practice.
During iny expericnoe, Mr. Wilmot, I have found a man can make any amount of money .
on paper, but when it comes down. to practice, it is a very different thing—that is the
trouble with your scientific men : on paper they are all right, but when it comes down to
practical application and hard facts, they are wanting. Now, your scientists have
-spoken on paper about making this offal into guano, and that it was worth so much
money—3$30 & ton, or even more, I think they said. Now, we have manufastured this
fertilizer, but it is worthless. . We are willing to take $20 a ton, yes, anything for it, to
get rid of it. " I have heand parties state here that the fertilizer -could be shipped and
the ofl sold, but I am speaking with practical knowledge acquired from practical
experience in the matter, - . L : o
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' By Mr. Higgins: .

Q. Have you ever planted it—ever tried it in the ground 1—A. Tt has been tried—
Will Rich tried it at the Landing in a su\ull way, but he did not find much out, -

Q. Well, you have good land there, 'Mr, Ladner. Suppose it was put on the poor
land I—A. Well, perhaps it would be good there, but it did not seem to make ‘any
difference. . We are quite willing to sell it to any one very cheap—to any one that wants
to expeviment on it. I am going to send some to Westminster for sale and am going to
hatve some tried this year. : -

By Mr. Wilmot ;

Q. Did you make any calculation at that factory what it would be to youasa
fertilizer I—A. No; we reckoned the guano as nothing—that is our loss.

Q. Well, if guano is worth 834 a ton down east, would it take all that to take it
there I—A. Well, there is no query at all, because you cannot reduce it to such a dry-
state that you could take it there—the crews would not take it, because there would be
such a stench nobody could remain near it. .

‘Q. T suppose you know what coal il isl—A. Oh yes, coal oil is the very essence of
Eau de Colonge compared with the fertilizer. (Laughter).

By Mr, Armstrong :

; Q.‘ T see Dr. Fagan is here now, and as he hmy have very little time we might go
on with him, if-Mr. Ladner will give way—no doubt he has covered what he desired to
say I—A. Oh yes, I am willing to make way for the doctor—if there is any other mat-

ter occurs to me T can let you know of it again. :
Mr. Ladner thereupon retired. ) '

‘_M- CHARLES F:-\GAN, M.D,, of New Westminster, a native of Ireland, living in
British Columbin about five years, and practising medicine in New Westminster and its
surroundings, was duly sworn. ’ . :

By Mr, Higgihs: - .

Q. I would like to ask Dr. Fagan whether he is aware of any bad effect among
his patients from drinking Fraser River water 1—A, I think so. . :

Q. Is it marked 7—A. Yes, decidedly marked.

Q. In what way1—A. Typhoid fever, and it is increasing every year.’

Mr. Wilmot: ~ - -

Q. Dowmany cases prove fatal?—A. Yes they are the worst cases we have in this o
province.

Mr, Higgins : ' - .

Q. You say many prove fatal A, Yes, a fair proportion. ™ o
.Q. Traced divectly to the water of the Fraser Rivert—A. Yes, that was my
opinton. . ’
. Any cases on the higher levels 7—A. No. none.
. And during the fishing season?—A. Yes, during the fishing season. : A
. Not from waters, etc., around their own doors — A, No, not that I am awareof.
. Does a stench arise from cess-pools or cisterus—A. I have not noticed that.
. Have you ever heen up as far as Chilliwvack1—A. Yes. ‘
- Have you ever observed the numbers of dead fish on the water there 1—A. Yes.
- In great nuimbers7—A. Yes, in great numbers. - o

Q. Then a person drinking water impregnated with dead fish would have the same
casel—Yes, hut at the mouthof the river where the tide ebbs and flows and the offal
is left there and then the sun plays upon it, and of course the effect would be much
groater. ' ’ T '
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‘Mr. ArMsTrONG.—We are very much 6bliged' to you doctor for cominé here—we
doin't want to detain you any longer than necessary. There is nothing further I wish to
ask, ) s

Mr. WiLyor.—Anything else Mr. Higgins?

Mr. Hioo1xs —Nothing more, - .

Mr. WiLMor.-——That will do Dr. Fagan—thank you.

—————

- . Mr. THOMAS LADNER, of Ladner's Landing, who had given way for Dr.
Fagan, the previous witness, was now recalled. - ‘ T i ‘
A= Mr. LADNER.—Dr. Reinhardt, of Vaiicouver, could give you important information
on that point—he is the doctor down at the Landing—also Dr. Wilson,

- By Mr. Armstrong :

We have summoned Dr. Wilson. (Continuing.) Q. T want to find out how many
gallons of oil you made and from how many canneries you took offal?—A. We made
about 100 barrels, each batrel containing on an average about forty-five gallons—we took
offal from about 160 boats—five canneries. - .

Q. Did you get the whole of the offal from five canneries —A, Yes, we took all
except on one occasion—the Delta one day was staging the bins and the whole of the
offal dropped down—with that one excer iion the whole of the offal was taken. '

Q. You had the product from five canneries in this factory to use and you produced .
about 4,000 gallons?_A. Yes, about that—4,500 gallons or 4,000 gallons. N

Mr. ArMsTRONG.-—-Q. What did you get for it per gallon 1—A.” A portion of it sold
at 30 cents and some at 40 cents—average about 35 cents and half ori)t we have still
left. We are refining it and trying to make it better. : : ’

Mr. WiLmor.—Q. To what class of individuals do you sell it—for local or export
purpuses1—A. Oh, well; it is used for skid purposes, !

Q. Do farmers use it?—A. No, not at all—I have used it myself for lubricating
purposes but it is no use—it gums up. ‘ ' o s .

Q. Is there any process of refining it for that purpose 1—A. No, I don't think so—
the more you refine it the worse it gets, unless you put something else with it—it seems
to get more guminy —they use crude oil for ski purposes where if you take tle refined
article it will be no . ’ T C- ) '

Q. Then it is better in the crude state for skid purposes - A. \Well, I would say

-~ that if we sold more. ) - v _ .

Q. Is your establishment a large one1—A. Pretty large —last summer we had four
men’employed. When you speak of actually running it, it would be necessary to have
four men, or five, or per aps six, and a steamer and two scows for every cannery, -

Q. And that complement of work would ‘run the factory satisfactorily as far as
quantity is concerned1—A. Yes, as far as quantity is concerned, but not provide the
steamer you use, the more unsatisfactory it would be. s
“.. Q If it would prove satisfactory it would be a convenient way for canneries to get
rid of offal -—A. By all means, - = T S R

7 Q Do I understand you to say that the fertilizer produced is in a liquid state?—
A. Yes, it is not in u dry state. . - T

Q. But it could be dried?—A. I don't think so—it has been tried-before at Bur-.
vard Inlet and they could not make it dry enough to ship it. ' o

Q. Would not the process of heat make it fit for shipment1—A. No;

Q. Could not it be sent in barrels op tanks?—A. Well, I don't know-it is not
exactly a liquid—it is a pulp, but the expense would be so great to make it fit for ship-
ment that it would be of no use. h Lo :

Q. That is only theory too.—A. That is theor{— paper. } .
" Q. It is unfortunate, sir, your first trial in ma ing oil 1—A. ,Velx' unfortunate. I
would recommend one more thing before I quit.  According to my ideas of the matter

-it would be well for us to have here appointed in British Columbia a local Adpvisory
Board, and which would save the Government all the expense of sending our friend Mr,
Wilmot over here, for I'thiik if we had o Board hére of good level-headed men we could
look after the business better than at preee:’ﬁt:di - , - ‘
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CHARLES STANI;EY, a native of England-%ljS years in British Columbia;
residing along the Fraser River and describing himself as a fisherman, was duly sworn,

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Well sir, what do you want to sayf—A. Well, I think the ' licenses are issied
very unfairly, and I think there should be a limit of licenses on the river-—about 600—
but canneries to have half and the fishermen half-—such freezers, such as Port and
otherg, should have no licenses, because they hand them over to the canneries in July.

Q. And if they don’t hand them over —A. They should then have licenses—they
should not be transferable in any way—they should be entitled to licenses if they deal
legitimately in fish, but selling them to canneries is wrong. R

Q. Would one license be sufficient for each fishermani—A. Yes ; they are not
" entitlad to more. - i

Q. And on those terms you would be satisfied 1—A. I would be satisfied—in regard
to offal—I think it should be tak~ from the canneries and thrown in salt water.

Q. Why do you come to that conclusion 7—A. Because it. remains around the
water and effects the water and you cannot drink it—it makes you sick.

Q. Have you had any experien.n of the effects of sickness from it 1—A. Yes; it
made me sick several times. : L ‘

Q. A permanent sickness or for & few days!—A. For a few days. :

Q. Have any of your neighbours been effected except for a few -days I—A. Well,
many have been affected—the Indians won't even take the water from the shores—they
go out in deep water and get it. Tue factory below is not built to get rid of it.
It could be easily taken out to the Gulf and other fish would soon eat it up, -

Q. Have you ever fished under license -—Yes, sir ; I have both fished and ran
camps for the canneries. I don’t think Indians should have licenses, :

Q. Why!—A. Because the Government gives them ploughs and cultivators, &e.,
and allows them to fish all the year round—the Government don’t give me any ploughs
or cultivators. : . -

Q. The Indians, though, claim to be the rightful sons of .the soil before you came
here 1—A. Yes; but they have the right to fish the year round. e e

" Q. What about the license fees?—A. I think fishermen should pay less than
cannerymen do. . - ’

C i Q0 Why t—A. Because the. cannerymen ’efﬁploys daily labour and has the whole

profit out of the fish—he gets them cheaper. :

Q. Have you ever fished on any other rivers 7—A, Yes; on the Columbia and
Skeena. ' ) : :
Q. 8hould there be any difference between the fees on the Skeena and the Fraser ?
—A. No, nor in any other river in the province. e o : »
Q. How do you fish on the Columbia River—under license 7—A. No, sir ; I never
knew of any man having to get a license while I was there—you don’t require any. .
. Q. Was your average catch’ of salmon pretty good 1>~A. Sowme years it was—some
years it was not. - . ’ ~
Q. What was your average catch under your license?—A. The average for those
three years was about 4,000 fish. . !
Q. And the average price you got for them 1-—A. About 10 cents.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. What are your ideas as to tﬁe close season—the prevention of fishing on Siln-
day 1—A. I think that about right—I think I would let it remain as it is—from Satur-
day morning to Sunday night. v

By Mr. Higgins :

Q And sulppoée this offal was towed out into the current, would that relieve
y(:{n 1—A. No, I think if thrown anywhere in the river it would be taken back by the
Tide. , . \ <

Q. Would it not go out with the tide if thrown out-there is quite a current, you
know 1—A. No, I think the incoming tide would bring it all back. .
- 214 ..
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By Mr. Wilmot : ' -

Q. Does it effect your nets in fishing!—A. Yes, it gets in among the meshes and
gives a fellow much trouble to get it out.” ~ - : : .

Q. Do you ever %et, any entrails in the meshes?-—A. Yes, often,

Q. If all the offal were put in the river & large portion would be taken out by the
tide would it not1—A.  Yes, a large portion would, but a large portion would come back
with the tide.” - '

Q. And get in your netst—A. Yes, it gives a good deal of trouble getting them out,

By Mr. Higgins :

Q. Do you ever see any ‘dead fish in the river!—A. Yes,a good many,
Q. Would they not be as much harm as offal 1—A. Well, no doubt they would but
" they should be taken out. _ ‘ A
By Mr. Higgins : . '
© Q. It may be an obligation of the Government to take them out. Are fish float-

ing down in comparatively fresh state or not?—A. Sometimes they are-—sometimes
they are not. ' ' . :

Q. Have you been far up river, Mr. Stanley1—A. Yes, I have been up the Har-
rison River.

Q. Many fish dead there 1—A. Yes, I have seen many of them.

Q. Are fish in Harrison River the same as here and do they go back? The late
Mr. Mowat said that only 25 per cent ever got back+—A. The farther they go up of
course it is harder for them to get back. . ' )

“Mr. Hicoins.—There must be a great number of those fish and they must have an
effect upon the river. g : :

Mr. WiLMor.-—Wel, they get them in the nets. '

Mr. Hicoins.—A- few—but they dissolve, most all of them—the bodies of fish dis-
solve very fast in salt water—they soon disappear.

" By Mr. Wilmot:

What is the avera.ée weight of fish you éatch 1—A. »At.)out six pounds.
Have you any experience in seine fishing 1—A. Yes, I have done some seine

‘Where!—A. In Mud Bay. . } :
Would you consider seine fishing or net fishing with drift nets, more injurious?
—~A. 1 think a seine is—it would take more fish. ° ' :

. Q. Do you think seines should be allowed at the mouths of rivers1—A. No,sir; I
think it decidedly injurious. )
Q. Have you formed any ideas or views in regard to the hatchery on this river 1—
A. I think the hatchery is good. = - T )

© Mr. WiLnor.—Very well, sir ; that will do if you have nothing further to state.

Q.
d;m%:
Q.
Q.

, _ 5 A
Dr. W. DEW. SMITH, M.D., of New Westminster, a native of Canada, and a
practising physician and surgeon in New Westminster for 6 years, was duly sworn,
By My. Wilmot : ‘ ) i
Q. The object, Dr. Smith, in having you come here is to ask you for your views
from a sanitary stand-point in regard to offal being thrown into the river 1—A. Do you
mean as regards.its effect upon the population o
" .Q. On man, oron fish, as far as' that is concerned.—A. Well, I hardly know just
where abouts to start—if you will just give me some idea.’ o
= Q. Well, are you aware that offal is thrown in from the canneries 1—A. Yes; I
- know that for a fact—I have seenit. =~ - S : ]
Q. Do you think the offal thrown in would effect the water in any shape 1-—A.
Yes; I thin{ it would-—more particularly where there was slack current.
, . Voth - o
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Q. Where there were slack currents would it be more injurious to the health of
pe-sons—residents 1—A. Well, I may say there is no uncertainty as to that—a large
_number of authorities say that sewage does not effect the water—in fact some
people say people get fat upon it. There was a Royal Commission sat in England'some
time ago which found thet it did not effect the water injuriously, so it is a point not
settled yet. ’ S , : .

Q. Well, from your own knowledge—can you say injurious effects are arising from
offal 1-—A. I have no personal knowlegge. : S R o7

Q. What are your personal views as to the corréctness of offal being thrown into
the river 3-—A. Well, that is a question which 1 have given too little interest to—of
course we are above the offence here—but I think in a river like we have here it does

little hurt.: . . , . . e
Q. Does it do any harm 1—A. Well, ss I have told you I have been here 6 years,
and I have seen none of it. A

Q. Have you been down the river yourself to sec7—A. Well, I have had practise
down as far as Ladnér’s, and I have had no experience in its bad effects—if deposited in
the channel it would be better than in shallow water where it would lie and decompose.

Q. Then from your personal knowledge you know of no bad effects from throwing
offal into the river I—A. No! none at all. - . ) ‘

Q. Are you one of those who think that throwing offal into the water would
cleanse it or purify it 1—A. No, it would not cleanse it.

Q. It would change it somewhat from the normal state I—A. Yes, but when I say
“not injurious " I mean if it is flowing water—if in stagnant water or in a place where
it would decompose, it certainly would be injurious. . Cos L

Q. Then if making a lodgment along the shores of the tiver or in shallow water
it would he injuriousi-—A. Yes; if the water was consumed from that immediate
neighbourhood it might produce disease like dysentery and such like.

. Q. Would it have a tendency to produce typhoid fever 2—A. Nu typhoid fever is
a thing which only comes from another case of typhoid. . ,

Q. But, would typhoid be produced fromn deposits on the shore which would pro-
duce miasmatic effects 1—A. No, . :

Q. Then you don’t know of its having produced any injury to health I—A. No, I
do not know of any it has produced. = - oo .

Q. But it would if deposited in bays and sloughs where it would be exposed to
heat #—A. Yes.

Q. But not in flowing wateri—A. No, because in flowing water it would be
carried away and eaten up by scavenger fish. : -

By Mr. Hiygins : :
" Q. Doctor, you are Health Officer of this towni—\. Yes. o
-Q. What is the state of the general health of the inhavitants —A. Good..
Q. Any sickness in the summer?—A. Yes, a little, '

Q. Any cases of enteric in summer —A. Well, they usvally start in September or
Octo! ) Y y P
er. : S .

- By Mr. Witmot ;

Q. Is that after the fishing or during its continuancs?—A. It is generally after
the fishing season. - ' :

By Mr. Higgins : -
Q. You practice outside this town?—A. Yes, sometimes—in cases where parties
would be patients of mine. . ' . o
Q. Any cases of typhoid fever in town 1—A. Yes, T .
Q. And on the higher levels where people would not drink water supplied from
the river 1—A. Oh, yes; above that, . . : : o
Q. Have you ever been called to Ladgixé’s for typhoid or enteric fover1-—A. No.
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| lQ\ Have you ever had. any cases that you would attribute to offal -~ A. No—nat
at all. \ : :
Q. Do you ever drink Fraser River water unadulterated 1—A. Yes, it is not worse
than Ottawa River water—-I have had some of that. . -
Q. Have you aver been up to Chilliwhack 1—A. No—not above Mission,
Q. Have you ever seen any dead fish in the river -—A. Well, T have seen some
floating in the water and along the bank. - L
Q. Then you think if any typhoid fever in this town it is not attrilutable to drinkin,
the water of the Fraser River 1—A. No, I would not say that, but I do think it woulg
he attributable to the water being contaminated higher up—typhoid is produced always
by a provious disease—it producesmicrobes—that we hear so much of now (the newspapers
) o{ the day being full of accounts of * Koch's lymph ”) and these microbes are in the -
intestine canal and the way they spread is by evacuations.’ ' )

By Mr. Wiimot :

Q. Typhoid must produce typhoid 1—A. Yes. B
Q. Where was the first case of typhoid from then —A. Well, (Laughter) T cannot
tell that. ‘ e C .
Q. It is not contagious?—A. No, it is not. ‘

By Mr: Higqins

Q. A healthy &erson.coming in contact with a person with tybhoid fever-—would
they get it?—A. Well, if they inhaled the evacuations—it is generally dispersed by

inhalations from stools where they are thrown away, - -
By. Mr. Witmot :

Q.- Would effects from diarrhea produce typhoid feveri-—<A. No.

Q. Then you say this enteric fever—it is comparatively in the fall of the year?—
A. Yes, they start in the fall and go on through the winter. ~ -

Q. What is enteric fever I—A. That is simply another name for typhoid.

Q. Then from your knowledge of offal by being deposited in the bays and sloughs,
the effects would be in the fall would it not f.—A. Yes, I suppose it would.

Q. And these lodgments of offal would be after the fishing is over, and results
would then follow 1—A. Yes, that would be the results then. -

Q. And enteric diseases are most in the fall and winter I—A, Yes.w -

Q. Well, we are much obliged to you, Dr. Smith, for your coming from your duties,
but it is one of those matters about 'which we wished to derive knowledge, you know.—
A. You are quite welcome, sir. : ‘ )

- No more witnesses presenting themselves to give evidence the Chair declared the
"Commission adjourned at 4.10 P.m. to nieet again at the same place at 10 a.m,, on the
29th February, 1892, . o :
© - "Mr. WiLMor.—1 wish to inform the public that the Commission will wind up its

business here, if possible, on Monday morning. '

) Nr.iv Wi;s'rumnzn, B.C,
Moxpay, 29th February, 1892.
B[omn'ng Session. L
" The Commission assembled at 10 .1, o S A
Present :—Mr. 8. Wilmot, presiding ; Hon. D. W. Higgins, Mr. Sheriff Armstrong,
. Mr.C. F. Winter, secretary. :

oam
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JOHN IBBOTSON, a native of England, resident of New Westminster district
for thirty-fou * years, describing himself as a fisherman and fariser, was duly sworn,

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Well, sir, what do you wish to represent to this commission #-—A. Well, what
is it you want ?

By Mr. Higgins: _ ‘

Q. But you volunteer your evidence, do you not #—A. Well, what I think about
the fishing business is this :—1I started in New Westminster about twenty-seven years
ago, when first I went fishing, ns near as I can recollect.  Four years ago about, I was
working for Mr. Wadhams gor wages—running camps and taking charge of Indians,.
and the like of that—and I was told there that I had better get a license for myself,
but it was an off year like this one—we have two good years and two off years—1I have
never known it to fail. 'We may not catch the fish that run up this river always cor-
responding——— : S i

Q. You think a crop of eggs laid down this year will produce a crop four years
hence I-—A. That is my experience withont fail—there was only one year there was a
failure, but there is as inany fish as ever there was, . . -

Q. Yes, that is your knowledge as to these alternate run of fish1—A. Yes: well,
they told me that year at the cannery that there was going to bea limit to the licenses
and any one who had not a license that year would not get one. S

By M-, Wilmot :

Q. What year was that, siv 1—A. Tt was four years ago. .

Q. 1888 then?—A. I guess it would be—it was four years ago, because it was a
year like this. - T was told that the licenses were going to be limited and I would not
get a license unless I had one, but it seemed 5o unreasonable to me that one should get
a license and another not that 1 put no confidence in'it. - The consequence was thet next
year which I thought would be a good year, when T made application for two licenses—
I had two since—I found that although I had been raised in the country I could not
get a license. ~

Q. Tn 1889 you could get no license 1—A. T could get no license.

By Mr. Higgins: -
Q. Why 1—A. Well he said he did’nt know me and I had not any the year before

* ~—at the same time I had a fish market in town rented from other business—Mr, Arm-

strong knows me very well. :

Q. Well, you did not get any that year1—A. No: I didn’ get any. - -
- Q Did you get any next yeart—A. Well, I thought next year would not see
people getting licenses that had no more right than I had and I thought it must be
through influence and I went to a man in town here that I knew and he has some little
influence and he gave me a little piece of writing. :

Q. That was in 1890—who got you the license1—A. Well, I don't know whether
it would be right to tell—— :

Q. Well, you have taken the oath and should tell all you know.—A. Well, if I
must tell—it was Mr. Canningham~I don’t know what he put in the note.

- By-Mr. Wilmot:

Q To \'vhom‘was this note nddr;zssed to?;A. To Mr. Mowat, the Inspcctor of
Fisheries. ’ .

Q. Did you get licenses this last year 1—-‘;—.-\. Yes. '
By Mr. Higgins: ' '

. Q. One or three 1T got one—1I didn't 'gef; ‘any.for the des. - The fish seem to be
as plentiful now as ever before, and the -way I account for it is this way: when we
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came here first and started fishing, we caught as many as now—well, I think the
capacity of the fishing grounds they will engage produces so many fish anyway, and if
it was not, the fish produced—you could almost wander over them. :
By Mr. Wilmot :
. Q. Do you think it possible to reduce fish by overfishing 1—A. Well, thero is a
remedy for that, and what I beliave in is justice and equality, and T think every man
who is a British subject should be able to fish—you should give every one who is a
, British subject a license, and then there is the close time at the end of the week, and if
fish*are being reduced, you could put on more time forward at ‘night, but there is
‘enough in the day time, : ,
Q. Do fish run more at night or day time!—A. Well, I don’t know.. If you have
any close tir.s, have it in day time—let them fish at night always. . .
Q. Arc not the most fish caught in night time?—A., Well, I don’t know. We
catch most of the fish at the rise of the tide—sometimes it is night, sometimes day.
Q. Then, you think every British subject should get a license 1—A. Yes, I think so.
Q. What about canneries—should they get all the licenses they like 1—A. Well, I
don’t think there is any other way but to give canneries one license, because they will
get them anyway, ' - B -
Q. If you gave canners 100 licenses, would they employ outside fishermen 1—A.
Well, they always do get them. : ,
Q. But if canneries got 100 licenses eachi, would it not stop regular fishermen from
selling their fish 1—A., Well, I don't see any more justice in giving fishermen a monopoly
over cannerymen than in giving cannerymen tho monopoly over fishermen—but suppose
you gave cannerymen no licenses at all—well, they would be obliged to either shut up
their canneries or give fishermen just what they ask for their fish. Then, suppose
canneries only have ten licenses—the fish are often so numerous they cannot get away
with them, and when they have licenses of their own, they can put these boats out and
take the men to work in the cannery to take care of the fish, = . .
Q. Would ten be enough to run an establishment, with what they could get out-
side 7—A. Yes, I think so, o
Q. What about the offall—A. Well, iy op:nisn iy that offal in water does not
hurt anything, unless where it gets on the shore. The water is very cold—I have been
to the bottom twice, and I know it is very cold. ; )
Q. Did you see any offal there? (Laughter.)—A. I didn’t wait to see. (Laughter.)
Q. Then, you think offal on shore is irjurious—in what way 1—A. Well, it becomes
offensive. ~ ~ . B '
Q. Do you think, if thrown in deep water, v-onld it be carried away I-—A. Oh, well,
it gradually-works away. So long as it is covered with water, it is all right, but; of
course, on shore it gets offensive. ‘ N ’
.. Q. What are the.injurious effects. when it gets on shore I—A. Well, I supposs its
disagreeable smell—that is about all I know of, : L :

- Q. Do you think it would be injurions to health1—A. Well, I don’t think it isany
benefit to health-—it ought to be kept off shore. .

Ey Mr, Higgins :

' Q. Do you know of any one getting ill from drinking Fraser River water I—A.
Well, T have drank the water for many years—I never found any offence, but it is the
w;y when you get a change of water. = If you go to Victoria you will find the water has
offence. o

- Q. Then a person coming from Victoria would find a change in the water—would

* you think it from the dead salmon in the water or otherwise L—A. Well, I have drank
water from the Fraser River for many years—there is always a quantity of dead salmon
in the river. : : o

' Q. Do you think salmon all die in the river t—A. No I don’t—1I think many get
to the sea. - e ] .
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By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. You have been fishing about twenty-seven years 7—A, Yes, off and on. ‘
Q. And probably huve been employed by canneries I—A. Yes ; by contract a good
deal of the time, and a yobd deal of the time I have run a store here like Vienna.

- -~ Q.- But as-soon-as you: got licenses-of- your own;-you fished all the year round I—A; - -

Yes. e =
Q. Do you think, is the close season beneficial—how many days in the week 1—A.
Oh, twenty-four hours are plenty at the present time. .

Q. What time should that be 7—-A. I don't fish on Sunday in day time but go out
Sunday night. They have hardly anything to do in day time’ on Monday, and if you
say, close all Sunday, some will go out Sunday night just the same.

Q. You think the Sunday close time should be made 50 as to not nffect, canneries or "
fishermen—why not run it all day Sunday, then I—A. Well, you asked me what time
would be best for a close timé, and T am telling you. » o

Q. Aud what time would be best then t—A. What I meant on Sunday night is-—
we go out at six o’clock in the evening and fish till Monday morning. We would go
out from Saturday night until Sunday morning if the close time in day was Saturday
and Sunday, twelve hours,

Q. What about the transfer of licenscs? If & inan had eight or ten should he be
perwitted to sell and not use them himself§ * If You got ten licensés on the understand-
ing that you were to fish for yourself should you be able to stop at home and sell to
other tishermen 2—A. Why no; I think he should use them himself, but I don't think
he should get them any ‘more than others for I think every one should get all they want.

Q. But would it be just o other fishermen if T could sell mine to others?—A.
Why no; they should not be transferable, but you should make it so there would be
none to transfer—make the lnw so there is no need to'break it. Co

Q. Where have you fished—at the mouth, or up river?—A. T have fished all over
 the river, from Ladnér’s up.” . “

Q. Ever from Ladner’s down—on the Sand Banks?—A. No; I have had contracts,
and men could go where they like. - B

Q. Do you think there cannot be too many boats fished down there 1—A. You
cannot keep the fish from coming in. '

Q. What is the usual average of fish that you would have eaught during your
fishing period annually 7—A. Well, in a big year ai)out 12,000 to 14,000, and the next
-= year 7,000 or 8,000, and the next probably 2,000 te 3,000. :

Q. What might be the uverage size of salmon in weight—would they he 6, 7 or 8
pounds !—A, Well, I think about.7 pounds—the more numerous the salmon are the
smaller they are in weight—1I think about 7 pounds, and I think they won't fill more

“than 5 tins—about 4} to 5 tins. : 3 ) ’ S
" Q. Could you give us an idea as to whether th diserlmination in
the fees charged for licenses—should all be alike 1—A. Why, of courise; one man
should not pay more than another. o e

Q. Should Fraser River wen pay more than is paid on the Naas and Skeena }—A.
No; I think they should be equal; I believe in justice and equality in everything. ‘1
don’t claim becanse I am s fisherman that I should be allowed to fish because I have
been fishing so long and raised a family in the country ; I think any man should be
allowed to fish as well as me if a British subjoct, - :

Mr. Hicoins.—Well, then ; you say you never fished at the mouth of the river1—
A. No: I never fished outside of the sand heads. o

~Q. WhatW5 3o consider the mouth of the river1—A. Well, I would consider the

mouth of the river below Garry Point. - o -

Q. Would you consider the randheails the mouth of the river f—A. Well, I would
consider the mouth of the river where th: water falls off, . )

Q. Where the sand heads disappear l—A. Yes. :

Q. Would you prevent fishing on those sand heads?-—A. No. o

Mr. WiLmor.— And you think it dous not prevent fish from coming into the river:
have you never caught salmon elsewhere—in Columbia River or in Mud-Bay 1—A. 1
have caught fish in the Columbia River. ) .
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Q. But if nets are put across the mouth would fish
Yes, I think so; they will go under, and in all shape
more regularly—in swift water they run straighter. ~

have a chance to get up 1A,

__By v, Higgins: =

Q. What are the depth of nets, then =—A. There should be no special depth ; the
way to refulnte fishing is by close time. . : L

Q. Then you think fishing on the sand heads would not be detrimental—it does
not drive fish away from the river—A. No ; it does not drive them away ; when fish
are ready to come into the river they will come or else he caught : For instance, hereo
(illustrating his meaning on the table) are the nets, one right behind the other—the

man down the river will not probably get many fish, and the next one will get lots of
them ; they are on their way home.

Q. What do you mean by a salmon going home I—.A. To the spawning beds, of
course, . « ‘

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Well, if there is a barrier across the river,
worrying me, (Laughter.) Of course, if it w
past.

ean they gol—A. Well, you ure
us & natural barrier, they could not get

Q. But if there was a barrier across, would it not prevent them fro

—A. Oh, well, you cannot stop them like that—many will go home.

Q Have you ever fished with seines 1—A. No, sir; I don’t know anything alout

n going home !

seines ; I never fished them.
. Mr. WiLmor.—Thank you, gir ; that will do, *

Dr. W. REINHARDT, M.D,, a native of German
about 3 years, and living at Ladner’s Landing, B.C,, f
physician and surgeon, was duly sworn,

By Mr. Wilmot :

3. Have you anything to offer
tion of it, or injury done to man or beast by the throwing of offal in the river 1--A,
Well, of course, I have formed an opinion about that. There has been a good many
cases of typhoid fever there, and it is an important question. That is the prevalent
disease theve. - : : .

Q. Have you formed an opinion as to the cause of that disease I—A. Yes; but it
is not offal ; it is the bad drainage there ; there are no drains ; every farmer can make
“ditches and cess-pools as he likes; there is no law whatever ; they can do just as they
like. Now take the Slough on which all these typhoid fever cases occurred. This,
slough has produced no typhoid fever during the big runs. - Last year there were handly
any on that slough, while we had many cases of typhoid fever, I have been living right
over the slough ; it runs under my house, and I ought to know something about it
There was no offal thrown in last year, and I attribute the typhoid to had weather and *
drainage. You cannot produce typhoid by decomposing animal matter, You know
the Frenchmen and Germans eat Limburger cheese and other decomposed matter.
You cannot produce typhoid fever by simply decomposed organic matter. The ‘sinple
fact of organic matter being in a state of decomposition, does not say it is poisonous.

Q. You say there is want of drainage down there —A. Yes; and I have talkad
over it with the Board of Health. T have told farmers not to drink the water, Now,
with the Chinamen you have no typhoid fever, because the Chinamen do not drink the
water, but boil it like tea—and in the old country, in big cities, would the peorle
* think of drinking the water? No; they putin a little whiskey or something to kill
these germs. T call that slough nothing more than a di
in the slough T S

y, residing in British Columbia

Al
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By Mr. Higyins : i

Q. What is the name of the slough ?#—A. Cohiluthan Slough. You see all the

closets run into that slough-—they have no right to drink it ; they should boil it.
" Q. But has e\‘érybogy to boil the water before they can drink it —A. I moved

away because T could not get good water. o P

Q. You moved away because you thought it unhealthy —A. Yes; I didn’t want
to bring my family there ; there has been typhuid fever there for some time ; it is not
properly drained ; now, for instance, they want to widen the road there; they simply
throw up a dike and thas settles it ; there is no law ; the{ do.as they like,

Q. Where do the people throw their kitchen slops?—A, Into the slough—every-
‘thing goes into it. |

Q. But if they want drainage at all—a man must have drainage to carry his water,
ete., down into the slough?—A. Yes ; but there is nobody to look after any—there is no

board of heaith—the farmer can drain just as little or just as much as he likes. "‘\
By Mr. Wilmot : ’ o : b
Q. Then you think oftal has no bad effect at all I—A. Well, I don’t think so—1I think
~ it will be a very unhealthy place, but not on account of the canneries. '

Q. If no offal were thrown in, would it be better 1—A. Well, there was very little
thrown in. '

Q. But, if , none were thrown in, would it not be better for health-—would not
water in its normal or healthy state be injured by throwing offal into it —A. Certainly ;
I suppose it would be, but they have no right to drink it—whether the slough now is
healthy or unhealthy—typhoid fever or not—I would not drink it.

.

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q. But do you think offal in previous years impregnated the slough there that
fever could come after’—A. Well, you see, the germs must be formed-—they are not
formed except Ly the offspring of another egg and the germ is the origin of the being
no matter how small it is. . . . ’

‘Q. But may they not be increased by other foul matter 7—A. Certainly ; but you
find decomposing organic matter everywhere—in big cities you have cess-pools, closets,
etc.,, and the germ is increased from them. - - .

Q. But would not throwing offal in increase these germs! You say foul matter in
cities has the effect of increasing germs of typhoid fever or sickness #—A. I can hardly
answer the question like that. TIf you have a typloid fever patient, in the wash excre-
ment are these germs. Now, instead of destroying these germs it goes into the closet,
and it goes intd the soil, and as soon as it gets into the river I believe it will get
destroyed. o : :

. By Mr. Wilmot ;

Q. Will it get in the land?—A. That is where it most lodges.

Q. Well then, this offal lying on the soil, will it produce germs 7—A. Well,everything
will produce germs—it is like living on a volcano-—that is why it gets away over—from
the turning up of the land—now in Germany it is proved by the rise and fall of surface
water—as scon as the water rises there is rio danger, but as soon as it goes away, then
there is danger. ' «

Q. Then as long as offal is in water it does not produce gorms 3—A. No.

Q. But as soon as the water leaves, it produces them §—A. Well, yes, of course, all
things like that produce them. . ‘ : -

Q. Then you think if put in rivers it does no harm?1—A. Yes.

Q. You know pretty much what that soil is composed of down there? It is

sedimentary deposit, is it not 1—A. Yes; most of it is peat. .

By Mr. Higyins :

Q. Have you ever lived in an ague country, doctor 1—A. No ; but I have been -
in New York—and when practising up country I have seen this sickness come on—
bt they should get fresh water there. )
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" Q. Where could they get it!—A. Well, they could get it from the .‘tﬁubei-—fhey »

are 4 miles from the timber, but instead they prefer putting in a little w/hiskey,

Q. Would whiskey destroy these germs?-—A. Well, no ; not altogether, but to
" o large extent—now I may say that all theso persons who were t phoid fever patients
ware all temperance people—I don’t mean to say that whiskey did all the geod in tie

cases of others who drank it, and did not have typhoid fever, but T would prefor taking

bad whiskey to_bad water.

———

LOUIS MACAVERI, a native of Italy, in British Columbia for eight years, a

fisharman, and resiirnt of New Westminster, was duly sworn. .
" (Being unable to speak English plainly his statements and the questions put to him
were interpreted by John Stevens.) .

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Well, whit do you want to say 79— A. He says he has bLeen here for eight years
> and las applied for licenses these last four years anJY gave 220 to Mr. Mowat's brother
last year, and Mr. Mowat told him if any license was issued for him he would have jt—
he waited some time ind then got his 820 back.

Q. Is he a British subject #—A. Yes: here are his papers, (handing in certificate
of naturalization). T ’ S -

Q You have no other complaint except that you could not get a license when you
appliec for it -—A. He says that in his opinion he should have a license the same as
any qther persons who are British subjects—he has been here in New Westminster
eight yvars and he has done nothing else but fishing. ‘

Q. Has any orie else got licenses since he put in his application 7—A. Yes: two or

three afrer he paid his 820—one an Austrian and one a Spaniard.

Q. Were they British subjects—A. Yes: they were naturalized two years ago—
he says that he had to give his fish for 4 bits (50 cents) apiece while the rest had 81 and
$1.25—he had no licens: but had a net, and consequently he had to take what was
offered. . : .

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. How could one got 81.25 and the other 50 cents?—A. Because he had to sell
his fish to Mr. Port and Mr. Port had given him a license.

Q. Then if hehad a boat of his own he would be able to deal with Mr. Port direct 7
—A. Well, that is what he thinks if he had a license. ‘

. Q. A boat was furnished by Mr. Part +—A. No, he owned a boat and net, but did
. not own a license.
Q. Well, I do not see how he was refused if he had a boat and net——. ¢
By Mr. Higgins: .

Q. ‘Well, he had no license—he could not have fished at alll—A. I know a case
where Mr. Low was fishing and he got one pass only out of six.

Q. Then what he claims is that being a British subject and fisherman, he should
get a license like any other man and he only wants but one?—A, Yes: one licenso and
one boat. T : o .

Q- What number of fish may he have caught, of the sockeye family, when fishing
for Mr. Port 1-—-A. He says he didn’t fish sockeyes for Mr. Port. :

Q. Well, for anybody 1—A. He says he took 1,000 fish for Mr. Ladner.

Q. Did he fish all the while —A. No, about two weeks:

Q. And what did he get for the sockeye from Mr. Ladner?—A. Twelve and a half
ceats. .o .

Q. Divided between himself and partner 1—A. Yes. ‘
Mr. WiLMor.—Very well, that will do—we understand his grievance-~we are
- obliged to you for interpreting for us. ~
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unanimously resolved that the Commission would be kept open in W estminster Gl T2~

v'elock noon, if evidence is forthcoming, and if not, that an earlier adjournment would
be made to Victoria to meet there, at 10 a.m. on the day following departure from West-
minster, and that Mr. Higgins be authorized to obtain a suitable room for holding the
meetings of the Commission. o :

Dr. J. R. WILSON, M.D,, of Ladner's Landing, a native of Canada, and living in

British Columbia between 6 and 7 months, a practising physician and surgeon, was

duly sworn. _ ‘
By Mr. Wilmot : o :

Q. I presume the sole object in having Dr. Wilson brought here is in regand

tc this offal question. = Now, from your knowledge of matters at Delta can you give any
light upon the good effects or evil effects of the lodgment of offal along the shore 1— A,
- Offal thrown into the middle of the river with the current running at four or five miles
an hour may not be injurious to the health of people living along the shores, but I

think if it is thrown or lodges along the shores or is driven in the sloughs, I think it -

would be injurous to health. i

. Q. Have. you any evidence as to injurious effects upon the health of people 1—A.
Well, about 75 per cent of the cases I was called upon to treat were typhoid fever and
with persons residing along the slough. I don’t mean to say that decomposing fish is the
cause of the fever unless parties were predisposed by using the water, R

Q. 'What was the nature of the diseases you attended #-—A. Fevers and diarrhoea

—by the action of the water on’ the intestine canals it left a suitable soil for the germs
- to act upon, i.e. germs producing typhoid fever. o : '

Q. Have the cases been numerous during your experience 1—A. Yes, I néver had
so many during my practice of seven .years as I have had in'the months of Septemnber
and October when the fishing season was over last year.

Q. 'Is it more apparent then than in earlier spring 1—A. Well, T was not there
until last August—that is the time though for typhoid fever, in the autumn the microbes
‘are greater then. - N :

Q. Are any special reasons assigned by the medical fraternity why the autumn
months produce feveri—A. Yes, after the hot dry’ summers and springs running dry,
there is so much ground exposed to the sun, the evaporation, ete., is more likely to pro-
duce this effect. ’ o .

Q. Will soil absorb injurious matter so that it is thrown off when the water recedes 1
—A. Yes, absorption of decomposing vegetable matter along the shores is the theory.

Q. What about animal matter —A. Well, I cannot say—as well as decomposing
vegetable matter—there is said to be some of it.

Q. But the animal matter, if added to it, would it be worse 1—A. Tt might.

Q. Were the cases malignant t—A. The most malignant cases I have ever been
sent up to treat were there. ~ :

Q. Is typhoid contagious 1= A. Indirectly ; the poison must go through & change

- before it enters the system—the gerw that produces disease undergoes a change before it
is fit to set up another disease. ’ : )

Q. Are germs produced from decaying vegetable and Animal matter I—A. The germs

grow and multiply in vegetable matter. ~ : . ,

Q. Ts the origin of the germ known?—A. Tt feeds upon the vegetable matter—we
don’t know the beginning-—these germs exist, and if they have anything to feed upon
they wultiply and increase. ’

Q- Ave you of the belief or opinion that the deposition of quantities of offal in the -

river and its Hoating back upon the shores of the river are injurious to human health 1
—A. Tam. ~ : s REA
Q. And do you attribute in a degree—let it be large or small-—that the seventy-
five per cent of cases you have treated would have for their origin more or less of the
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effects from this offal or not —A, I am not prepared to say that—all I am prepaied to
—_—mthmﬁtinjmhumwmim, and thatit may have something to do
with these cases. - .
Q. Have you any knowledge of its effects upon the brute creation—cows, &c, 1-—A.
Well, that it would be injurious—it would be injurious through the milk—milk is a con-
ductor of disease, :
"Q. And the more healthy the fluid the cows may drink, the milk would be the more
healthy — A, Yes. ‘
. . Q. Have you any knowledge of its effects upon the flesh of animals—pigs being
- unfit for food, &e. #—A. I cannot say—1I have heard it was, but I don’t know of my own
knowledge. . - . :

. By Mr. Higgins :

... Q. Doctor, is there only one slough in the vicinity of Ladner’s Landing —A. There -
are a number. o ' .

Q. But the one slough1--A. Well, that is the one which I think affects the health.

Q. Butis it any different to the others1—A. Well, there is a cannery situated at
the mouth of the slough. . . o

Q. Are there any at the others7—A. No.

Q. Are you aware of any trench or systemn of dykes in the vicinity i—A. Yes,

Q. Are they stagnant or not 1—A. Well, T think some of them are stagnant.

Q. Where are the closets drained to!—A. Into the ground. o A

Q. Would the land be over-flowed unless it was for the dykes—have you ever seen
the land over-flowed 1—~A. Waell, no, not since I have been there—I have seen a little of
it over-flowed by the dam at the slough.

. Q. Have you ever lived in a fever and ague country 1-—A. No.

Q- Do you think cattle that drink from this slough alone are affected 1—4A. Oh,
well, I cannot say if only these are affected. I only say the milk would he affected if
they drank of the water. - - . .

Q. Are you aware that dead fish come down the river in numbers?—A. Well, T
know there are numbers in this slough. . :

Q. And would the eftect from themi be just as bad as from offal —A. Yes ; just as
bad. . ‘ ’

Q. And do you attribute to the fact that there is a cannery at the mouth of the
slough, that there is typhoid fever there1—A. N 0, not necessarily—I think, though, it is
bhecause of offal being washed up. - . o

Q. And do you say that good would be got if the cannery was not there -—A. No,
the sanitary condition of the place is not good. - »

Q. Is there any board of health—any sanitary officer—any one to report to the
Government that typhoid fover exists thare —A. Not any one that I know of —there
are two police there whose duty they say it is, but I don't know. _

Q. What is the condition of the bottom of the slough when the tide is out there —
A. I don't know—there is nothing particular. -

Q. Does it look slimy 1--A. Yes. I have seen dead fish also there.

Q. They would render the land around more slimy, would they not?

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q Well, I was just going to ask phé' doctor were those fish whols tish or did they
_look decayed 1— A. Some were whole fish, some were not. N

By Mr. Higgins : . )
Q. But what I want to get at is this: If dead fish are brought down by the

current and deposited there, they would have Jjust as bad an effest as offal —A. Juss
as bad. ' :

By Mr. Wilmot : o o
- Q. All decomposing matter would be just as bad ’—A. Just s bad.
. . 225 ‘
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By Mr. Higyins :

Q. If offil were thrown out in the current, do you think it would be washed ont

to-sead—A:Well,-T-cannot say—it Wiglit b6 brought back into the sloughs,
Q. There is a current of four miles there?—A. Still, I think in fis ing time they

&y the influence of the back tide is not much felt,

Q. Then, if the tide is running at six wiles, they would have six hours to take
offal out7—A. Yes, : o
Q. Are you aware of lots of offal lying around the shores of the slough1—A. No,
I have not seen it. : .
Q. You have seen dead fish?—A. Yes ; sometimes too I have seen the offal.

By M- Wiliot :

Q. What is the population of your village — A. Three hundred or four hundred or so.

Q. Do you ever tind that, as a rule, medical men recommend sanitary matters or
measures in a small village like that 7—A. No, I don’t think they do.

Q. Was illness produced in the village or along the shore out among the farmers ?
—~A. Tt was along this slough among the farmers.

Q. Are they fairly_cleanly, industrious people, along that slough ?—A. They are.

Q. Would you attribute any amount of uncleanliness on their part to induce this
typhoid1-—A. No, they are not so uncleanly as to produce this; , ‘

Mr. Hisaiss.—Well, I don’t think the doctor understands that question. He has
already said that all kitchen slops and deposits from closets go into the slough.

By Mr. Wilmot : .

~Q. But those conditions apply everywhere in the world—they are generally deposited
Just on the ground. Are the conditions there so adapted more than other places for
the extension of the disease.—A. No, most of my patients were at the head of the
slough. : ‘

By Mr. Higgins :

Q. But any place wiere the tides sweep back and raises the duposit from the botton
up, I think, would be fine conditions for typhoid. Do you ever drink that water at
all?l—A, No. i C

Q. What do people drink down there 1.--A. They catch rain water and mix. it,
generally. S

By Mr. Wibnot : -

Q. If any dead fish or offal were not carried into that slough, would the water be
palatable—drinkable t—A. No, I think not. L T
Q. From what cause -—A. From water closets along the shore,
Q. What inhabitants are there along the slough ?—A. Twelve, .
Q. And the deposits from these twelve persons would therefore pollute the slough?
—A. No; they are mostly living back from it. )
Q. Some medical men have told.us the deposits from these kind of things would
purify the waters of the slough ; do you agree with that ideat—A. No, sir, I do not.
Mr. WiLxor.—It might not be amiss for me to read a few extracts from a report
of the Ontariv Agricultural Departiment, and see if You agree with them, -
(Mr. Wilmot then proceeded to read from un article in the Vietoria Colonist ” of
20th February, 1892, and in which the following cunclusions were made :—) =~
"L Tt will utilize a bye product that otherwise is a total loss,
2. It will prevent the waters from becoming contaminated.
3. Its proper management must tend towards a more healthful surrounding.
4. Its return to the soils of the farm will partly offset the waste of our cities by
sewage carried to the lakes and rivers. -
5. If properly handled it will pay well, . .
Q. Do you agree with those sentiments 7—A. I do; I caunot say as to the expense
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Q. No; but as regards the health!—A. Yes ; I quite agree.
Q. Do you know of Professor James }—A. N. 0, I don’t know him

where the whole matter is laid down, and these are the conclusions that are cone to.
- Mr. T. LapNer (speaking from the audience).— Wil you excuse me for a moment.
* Asa person who is deeply interested iri land at Ladner's Landing, I would like to
suggest a question to be asked Dr. Wilson.
Mr. WiLMoT.~—Mr. Ladner, we have extended to you more than to any person
opportunities to mnke statements. : ,
-Mr. LApxER.—T have heard several doctors make statements here ; now I would
like to say. that there is a saw mill from which—— :
Mr. WiLyor.—Then you wish me to ask the Doctor if mill refuse will not affect
the public health 1—A. Yes; it will aid towards it. ‘
- Q. And the combination of sawdust, offal, and other matter would produce greater
. effects than any one of them alone 1—A.. Yes. ‘
Mr. WiLwor.—Very well, Doctor, that will do. L oo
Dr. Wilson asked if his expenses would be allowed him, and was informed by the
Chair that if he would submit his account for the same it would be forwarded to the
department for consideration. )

Mr. MCTIERNAN, Indian Agent, who had previously given testimony, again
presented himself, ' , S

Mr. McTIERNAX.-—Mr. Wilmot has made a statement which I wish fo contradict,
in that he said that the Indians only come here and stay a little while and then go
away again. o , .
- Mr. Wirnor.—Mr. Wilmot made no such statement—it was simply given in as
evidence—I did not say it at all—some one else did. If you want proof, I have no
objection in saying that I think Indians siould have licenses as well as other men.

~ Mr. McTierNaN.—Thank you, sir. :

Mr. ALEX. EWEN, who had previously given evidence, asked permission to say
u few words as to the pollution of the waters, and was again sworn.

Mr. Ewex.—We are all aware that during a freshet the river is very muddy—
vegetable matter, &ec., coming down, and we have a flat bank or beach, that is a ledge of
banks, and about eighteen or twenty years ago it was very offensive here in New West-’
minster. . Mr. Armstrong and a great many people know it just as well as I do. About
the 1st of July the water begins to recede again, and leaves about a foot or eighteen
inches of this deposit lying upon the bank—with a cane you will go down a foot or '
eighteen inches—that raises a very offensive smell when you are going through it, and
turns up a very black offensive matter, and some days you will feel effects of it very
bad, and in the early days when the effects were felt more than now, there were a good
many hogs lying around, and it was good ground for them to work upon, and when they
came down they raised a great stench. Late in the fall this all washed away, and in a -
few days the banks became firm again. Yov have a great deal of this along the
Fraser River. It is a great deal worse, more hurtful to the stomach rather than the
stench from the sawdust. Every persbn who has been living here. upon the banks
knows it, and it has been for every one to see, and it would be a good thing if the fish-
ery inspector would take notice of it and see if it is not one of the causes that makes
health bad upon the river, and you might get evidence to confirm that : and Ihave no
hesitation in saying that it must have come under the observation of Mr. Armstrong.

’ Mr. WiLsor.—X may state, Mr. Ewen, that when sawdust is in a decaying condi. -
tion, it-is a very disagreeable substance and throws off a most offensive smell, and the
Dominion Government is endeavouring to prevent its deposit in the watér. At Ottawa
we have a lot of it, and I know it is considered very offensive. However, about the

river here, you say it deposits black sedhnoéntary mattre?
. . . 1 A
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i S —offensive smell, anid directly after the lodgment of this matter the Oclachans ¢otoe up

the river, and many come upon the beach, and when hogs used to root there, it was for
the Oolachans they were after. :

Mr. WiLnoT.—After this black matter becomes decayed and throws off an offensive

smell and aids sickness—now could it not be increased by the deposit of a great quantity
of offal 1 C o :

Mr, Ewex.—Yes; but there is no fishing when this is gathéi‘ed.‘ Of course it

would increase it—¢ every little makes a muckle? (laughter)—and everything added to
the deposits will make matters worse.

The Commission adjourned at 12.10 p-m.,, to meet again at the same place. at 2 p.m,

7 New Westuinster, B.C,, Tuesday, 29th lv‘ebrual;y, 1892,
Afternoon Session. o

The Commission reassembled at 2 p-m., in the Court-house.

Present :—Mr. Chairman Wilmot, Mr, Sheriff Armstrong ‘and Mr. Secretary
Winter. ‘

No evidence being forthcoming the Chairman declared the Commission adjourned till
4 pm. ; ’

P P,

The Comimission reassembled at 4 p.m. .
Present :—Mvr. Chairman Wilmot, Mr. Sheriff Armstrong and
Winter, o
No'evidence being forthcoming the Chairman decl
until 10 a.m., 1st March, at the same Place of meeting.

Mr. Secretary

ared the Comnmiission adjourned

~

© ——— —

New WestyiNsTer, B.O,, Wednesday, 1st March, 1892.

Morning Session..

The Commission assembled at the Court House at 10 a.m.

" Present :—Mr. Chairman Wilmot, Mr. Sheriff Armstrong, and Mr. Secretary Winter,
In the absence of witnesses ready to proceed the Chairman at 10.15 declared the
Commission adjourned until 11,15 a.m.

——

At 11.25 a., the Commission was called to order by M. Chain'nah Wilmot and
proceeded to hear evidence as follows ;. _ . c-
Mr. HENRY D. BENSON, a native of St. John, N.B.. but a resident of British

Columbsia for the past twenty-one years, now living at Ladner’s Landing, and represent-
ing himself as engaged in lumbering an,d farming, was duly sworn :— & present.

Mr. BexsoX.—We had a meeting at Ladner's Landing on Saturda; aftefnoon, in
regard to fish offal as it affects the Delta people, and I \va_sghairmnn of tg;, meeting and
have been delegated to hand in this petition to your Commission, .

By Mr. Wilmot : ‘ \
Q. Are you Reeve of the municipality 1—A. T am Reev
was chairinan of the meeting, and I am here to hand in to y
the minutes of the meetin ‘

The Chairman took the profesiad Papers and read from them aloud as follows :—

e of the municipality and

.

Mr. Ewex.—Yes ; it leaves a_black_matter_and.- when- disturbed it vaises a very

ou the petition re offal and
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o LapNer's Laxpixe, B.C,, 27th February, 1892,
A meeting was held in the Delta Town Hall, to discuss and Pprotest against the

action of the canners in casting fish offal into the Fraser River. .

Chairman H. D. Benson, reeve of Delta municipality, opened the meeting by say-
ing that fish offal was a great nuisance and hurtful to the bulk of residents of the muni. -
cipality and that action should be taken to send a petition to the Fish Commission now
sitting in New Westminster, ' )

Mr. W. H. Ladner then arose and said that fish offal was a nuisaice in the river.
but thought it would make very good manure, Messrs. W, Arthur, E. 8. Brown, Hy.
Trim, and several others gave evidence that fish offal had to their certain knowledge

- caused many cases of sickness and a number of deaths.  Mr. John Kirkland said that
filth of any kind is detestable, and Mr, Glassford thought it advisable for the Delta
Council to appoint a board of health. The chairman asked Dr. Wilson to state
his opinion, but'Dr, Wilson thought it unnecessary as he was to give his opinion before
the Commission in New Westminster. . e -

After a lengthy debate whether it would not be advisable to protest also against the
sewage of the city of . New Westminster from draining into the river, it was decided
that the fish offal.only should he protested against. Messrs. H. D, Benson, John Kirk-
land and W. H. Ladner, wero appointed delegates to wait on the Fish Commission in
New Westminster with the petition from the people, - : &

After a vote of thanks to the chairman and secretary the meeting came to a close,

e

o ‘ PETITION.

To the Fishery Commission now in session in New Westminster : -

GENTLEMEN,—We, the undersigned residents of Ladner’s Landing and vicinity, do
hereby vigorously protest against the action of the canners in casting the fish oﬁ'a{into
the river and vitiating the water which we drik, and not only is the water rendered
impure, but the tide casts the offal on_the low-lying lands along the sloughs, which
ecaying causes a most disgusting odour, making our locality unhealthy and undesirahle
to live in, and depreciating the value of our properey. - (Except what rain-water is
caught in cisterns, the Fraser River water is the only water which we have to drink.)

(Signed.)
) H. L. Bexsoy, " R. P. ALexaxper,
J. F. WabpELL,~ Rev. T. 8. Grassror,
C. 8. FERGUSOY, ' W. T. ArThun,
CHarLES R. Lonp, A. PorMITER,
Tros. THIRKHILL, ‘ F. PonmitER,
. Q. A. Warsoy, 8. T. EvvLiorr,
h S. B. Burr, o Jouy GiLonnisr,
Joux Kirxraxp, W. H. Burr, Jr.,
Haray Triy, . “Wu. ANDERsOY,
i Wu. ArtHvr, | .. E.8. Browng,
. . ‘ Wx. H. Lanxer, - Jonx Simsoy,
Wr. ALEXANDER, H. C. Ravsox,
8 : A. E. Torggs, " .+ JosEPH JomrpaN, -
: Ww. J. LEeary, - ALEX. GiLcHRisT,
E. Hurciiesoxy, . W. J. Warsox,
H. S. Browxg, . R. Warsoy,
StasToN & SHAY, - JosiAH Barn,
Fraxk McCuLrovan, W. A, McCaLLuy,
D. M. MiLreg, ALEX, E. ConyoLvy,
D, B. Gran, B A. CasuLics,

J. McLeary,

" W. McINTyRe,
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F. KiRKLAND, THos. ADSETT,
JonN PErray, GEeo. DENNIS,

H. Hicks, Baxer WESTEMARK,
W. B. PARry, H. E, FaLcoNER,

E. Goupy, D. GircHrist,

A. R. Leary, Q. Apaus,

T. Currtis, W. Wrignr,

E. D. Oaxryy, F. F. Rairu.

LapNer's Lanpine, 27th February, 1892,

Mr. WiLnor.—This gentlemen, you degire to put before the Commission, and which
will be filed with the papers of the Commission—it will be necessary to call upon some
" of the delegates for evidence——A. You will sea that Mr. Kirkland and Mr. Ladner
are delegates with me, : i

Q.- Yes; I think then, Mr. Benson, we will take the ordinary course with you and
before asking questions will swear you as other witnesses.

The usual oath was then administered to Mr. Benson. S

The CuatnMax (continuing)—Would you like to make any volungary statement of
your own in regard to this matter 1—-A. Yes; I would like to make a little statement in
regard to the location, &c., and people in the Delta. s .

Mr. WiLwor.-—Very well, afterwards we may ask some questions 1—A. I may state
in the first place that at the Delta there are two sloughs running into the Delta—the
Crescent ung the Cohiluthan slough. The Crescent is some three or four miles, but it is
dammed in and is open for some three or four miles. At Ladner’s, Cohiluthan Slough
enters and is somewhere in the neighbourhood of two miles in length.

" Q. These two sloughs—one is above and the other below Delta 1—A. Oh, both are
in the Delta District—one above and one helow—the people living along the banks use
water from both. In these two sloughs the tide rises and falls and at Ladner’s the
water is very shallow, and in fact for quitea piece below. There is only a small channel
about 100 yards wide or so at low water. There is a bar in the river and all the way
up from Ladner’s it is shallow water and in these sloughs the tide runs up.. There is a
cannery just at Cohiluthan Slough—they carry offal in in summer time and it lodges on
the shores and gives off a frightful stench and” which is considered a bad thing. Tt was
always considered so in New Brunswick, and below Cohiluthan Slough the tide brings a
lot of offal in and it lodges there, and in Canoe Pass there are many small sloughs.-

© Q. May I ask is this an island between Canoe Pass and La.Iner’s Landing ? (scan-

ning map)—A. No; that is the mainland—the slough is dammed now at Mr. Arthur's
—when I first went there the water at times went through, and it is open at both ends
—-both at the cast side and at the Fraser River side. As I said before, the current sets
close to_the bank from Ladner’s down to Cance Pass and the prevailing wind is from' -
New Westminster in summer season, which sets drift of any kind towards the shers
and a great deal of offal lodges there, and when you get to Canoe Pass—thatis a shallow
passage anyway—there is alwaye water in it, but at places it is very shallow, and there
are small sloughs or rough places vhere the offal lodges—for instance at Mr. H. Trin's
—Mr. Trimn said on Saturday there was a slough there which caused a great dea) of this
offal to lodge and which caused much sickness—there had been two cases of typhoid
fever and two deaths in his family and he laid it to the offal. There are two canneries
close to his place, . i ' :
- Q. Would Mr. Trim live about midway to Canoe Passi—-A. Near the shore-—yes -
about midway. Now, as I said before the people all along the river have to use the
river water and the offal makes it very unwholesome and wnfit for use—it tastes very
disagreeable. - ’ i . )

Q. Are_ there no other means of getting water7—A. No; they use rain water at
this season, but in summer season they are obliged to go to the river for water. Some
miles back there is water, and they are now trying for artesiari water. .

Q. Then, this trying for water is caused by the river water being impure?—A.
Well, I may say I have %een on the river many years, and if there had been any sick-
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ness formerly, I would have known of it ; but the sickn?ss wus some distance aw ay, and
on the whole shore I have never known of any cages of fover in other parts of the
municipality. ,

Q. And the sickness is wholly on the shores of Westham Island, and along Cohilu-
than Slough and by the Canoe Pass and portions of land adjoining the Fraser River —
A. Yes, sir. I suppose you are aware there are quite a large number of people there—
the village of Ladner’s Landing—and all-are depending upon the water of the river.

Q. What is the population of the village of Ladner's Landing? About 200, T -

think we have heard 9—A., Yes, about that.

Q. How is the villags-laid offl—A. In town lots ; the farmers live very elose to
the slough. Formerly there were no roads—all boating—and they live on both sides of
the slough. . . ' )

Q. And-along the shores of the Fraser River and oni both sides of Canoe Pass I—
A. Yes, along Canoe Pass. ‘

Q. Is the land level there?—A. Yes, pretty level—it is what we call marsh land
in New Brunswick, ] . .

' Q. Are there many persons living along Crescent Slough-—A, Yes; it is well
sattled up all along there—good farms. :

Q. Within the territory formcd by Crescent Slough it is a sort of island that is
there formed, is it not 1—A. " Yes, all along there. .

Q. And how many years have you lived there, Mr. Bengon?-—A. Seventeen years

—most of the time. 3
Q. And the locality where you live has not been troubled with fever—typhoid 1—A:
No, all the eastern end of the municipality has been as healthy as any other part of
British Columbia, butin places where offal lodges along the shores, sickness has prevailed.
. Q. Is this sickness of many year's stan(%ing, orisit of recent growth?—A. Well,
it seems to be getting worse lately—the last year was the worst we have ever had.
_ Q. Is this all the time or in the spring, or when the fishing is over 1—A. The sick-
ness generally commences in August. o .
Q. That would be the time when offal would be lodging largely #—A. Yes, abet
that time, : -
Q. Well, offal that lodged the year previous—would it be wholly gone before the
following year-—that is, fish heads, tails, &c.,—would they remain I—A. Oh, no; most

would wash away, and then there is a sedimentary matter that covers this offal up—it

settles largely into the land. .

Q. And are you quite satisfied in your mind, so far as your knowledge goes, that
the sickness which prevails there so lar ely is attributable to offal making a lodgment
there?—A. Yes, I think so. I may say I have seon reports here that some men have
callec! your attention to salmon that have died in the Fraser River after spawning, and
have tried to make out that is worse than or as bad as the offal. Now, there is no
fisherman on the Fraser River who has been up and ‘down the river more than I have,
and before the canneries were established I have been up and down the river very often.
I was in the lumbering business before, and in the summer of 1883 furnished all the
lumber for the bridges for the Canadian Pacific Railway, and was up the mountains and
on the Harrison River, and cn the spawning beds good deal, and was also wn the
Columbia River years ago. Now, I don’t think there are many salmon die in the river
nor on the spawning beds. I don’t think there is much difference between the flesh of
the salmon on the Atlantic coasts and here. I think the salmon’s nature is to return to
the sea, but in British Columbia the rivers are so rugged and rough, you see fish with
pieces knocked out of them and in all manners of shapes, wounded, ete., and what fish
get into the Fraser River and die before they get to the spawning grounds are very few.

By My, M{rang :

Q. Are there not extensive spawnixig beds on the Fraser River?—A, Yes; but I’

don’t'suppose the fish that die at Fort George have anything to do with the water in the
Fraser River. The fish that die in the Canyon, etc., ma<, but if any man will go up and
watch them there is a great deal of difference. Now, in Silver Creek, that is
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comparatively speaking, for the first mile or two it does not run very fast, and there are
some bars, &c., and it is a great place for salrion to spawn, and there are not near as
many salmon die there as in other parts. You take the salmon where there are many
rocks and boulders—they seem to hdve hard work to get up, and they wear themselves
out and many die there in trying to get up. - :

By Mr. Wilmot :

- Q. You think the habit of salmon is very similar to salmon in New Brunswick—
you think each river will have its own family of salmon?—A. Yes ; each stream has
its own salmon——the Fraser has its own kind, but also every stream that enters into the
Fraser will also have its own fish. . :

Q. You are acquainted with the St. John RiverI—the same thing takes place
there 1—A. Yes; the same thing takes place there.

Q. And the fish that go up farthest will become more protracted and exhausted ?
—A. Yes; and in those places that are more rocky and have more boulders, &c. ‘

Q. And you think a greater amount of deaths will occur there and you think the -
greater prostration, ete., causes their death?—A. That is my opinion. )

Q. And you are acquainted with the fact that the same thing occurs in the east !
—A. Well, the rivers in the east cannot compare with these here in impediments for
the salmon to get up . ‘

Q. Then if there are a great many coming up do you tifink that more would die 1
—A. Oh, yes ; certainly. :

Q. And the few comparatively coming up in the eastern rivers makes it appear as
it few die whereas here on account of the immense numbers passing up the river it
would seem that a correspondingly large number died 7—A. Yes. S

- Q. And you think the fish t{mt die do not affect the water as much as offal 7—A.
Oh, no; the c{eud fish do not affect it as much. o

Q. Have you seen many dead fish ‘in this Cohiluthan Slough 7--A. No; I have
seen very few-—they appear to have died in the Fraser River. -

Q. They appear in better form than if they had died from rough usage—A. Yes.

Q. How do you account for that—were they thrown away 1—A. Well, I don't
know-—many have been thrown ‘away in former years, but I don't think a great many
are now, :

Q. But these fish-—you could tell by their appearance—would you thinl- they were

" thrown away from the canneries or by fishermen?—A. Yes.- L

Q. You have been here many yearsand know the inhabitants—did the inhabitants
before the cannery business being carried on drink water from the river I—A. Yes.

Q. And were there any unhealthy effects 1—A; No. e

Q. And you think the offal has caused it now I—A. Yes ; and there are certain
things that convince me in my opinion. Now Cohiluthan Slough is not as long as

- Crescent Slough and there has been three times the sickness there as on Crescent
Slough, but there is a canner right at the mouth of Cohituthan Slough. ,

Q. Whose cannery is that?—A. The Delta cannery. Now there has been more
sickness on that slough and around that slough than at any neighbourhood—there, and
at Canoe Pass, - T .

Q. And you attribute it to what cause -A. To the offal -from that cannery—if —-———
the sickness was general it would be different, but it is not. As I told you, over wowards
the bay and all the east end of the municipality has been as healthy as anywhere else.

Q. And you think the tide carries offal up the slough and it rests there and con-
taminates water in the neighbourhood— that is your opinion?—A. Yes. . -

Q. Now, since you have given information about the unhealthiness of offal and
heads of fish, might T ask you this: You are acjuainted thoroughly with the fish they
call here the spring salmon or “quinnat” 1—A, Yes, sir. : . .

Q. You have caught and seen great numbers of them 1—A. Yes, sir. .

Q. Have you studied their habits, etc. -—A. To a certain degree ; I have noticed
them in the spawning beds and outside, - g . ) .

- Q. Have you done the same thing on the 8t. John River 1—A. Yes, sir.
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. Q. What do you think of the great similarity in the shape and size 7 For instance,
there is in the St. John River a salmon caught very much like them, and in the Shu.
benacadie River in Nova Scotia I have caught salmon very liko sockeye, and then again
on the Restigouche there is a larger salmon. Do you know theRestigouche salmon ver
well —A. Not very well; I have seen many of them. I think there is not much dif-
ference in salinon in the east and here as some people think. -

Q. Are you aware that even on the Atlantic const the fish are a little different in
colour and shape according to the'river where they gol—-A. Yes; the sume thing is
heve. . . .

Q. And you think Shubenacadie salmon very like sockeyel—A. It is very like
sockeye.

(3. And the ment, is it the same !—A. Yes ; 1 ate some three or four years ago,
and T thought it much the same. -

Q. What do you think about the humpback salmon, siv1—A. Well, they are d:f-
ferent tish from others, yet of the salmon_family. They are decidedly different, and an
inferior fish. I have always thought, though, they were made for the Indian (laughter.)

Q. A very wise provision of nature T must sa , if sockeyes are for canners and
humpbacks for Indians, What do you think of C(D?IOQS 1—A. Oh, the cohves are very
good salmon, '

Q. And you are satisfied that a fair proportion of the salmon that go up to breed
return to sea again?—A. Yes. : :

Q. An impression seems to prevail here, and has been handed down, that the
salmon all die, l{mt’ from the evidence we have received T think that idea has been dis-
abused ?—A. A great many of course die, but not all:

Q. Have you noted the spring salmon at the time of spawning 1—A. Many of
them—yes, I . . . :

Q. )Does the wale have that peculiar hook on the jaw like Atlantic salmon? I am
asking this for information, and because so many people contend they are quite differ-
ent?—A. I think they have, but I have not handled any only to see. You see it is
26 years since I caught salmon in the St John, River. :

Q. Yes; well, it is a well known fact that all male salmon have a projection on
the jaw, and I have usked you s0 us to show that if so the fish ere are virtually the
same hut changed by climatic effects. Have you any suggestions ybu would like to make
to avert these effects you complain of 1—A. Well, T don’t know, except it (the offal) was
made into oil or manure. . : )

Q. And has anything in that direction been carried out in your neighbourhood 7
A. There is a small factory started down near us, but I never went over to see it

Q. Have tho products-been-ysed from it #—A. Well, I don’t know much about it.

Q. There is a good deal of oi! used in the lumbering business : have you everused the -
oil in skidding, &c.1—A. When 1 was lumbering there was none of this fish oil used ;
we used dog-fish oil. : i ) ‘

Q Ts there much used in this country +—A. Yes, .
Q. What is the usual price of the dog-fish oil that you use?—A. 1 used to pay
about 35 cents for it. . r ’ ,
Q. Do you know enough about dog-fish oil and o0il made from offal, tosay if it is as
good #——A. I think the salmon oil ought to be as good; hut I have never used it. )
= Q. About the fertilizer—have you used it —A. I have not used it, but fish manure
of any kind is very strong and ought to be good. : :
Q. Do you know anything of its value here 1---A. No; I don’t know., T
Q. If a largo: factory were put up, do you think the products could be utilized I—
A. Well, it-would not perhaps at first, but { think it could be done when introduced.
Q. What say you in regard to the close season for fishing on the Fraser River?
Men like you are supposed to speak pretty well the tone of those under you ?—A. I
think there should be a close season. S ‘ .
Q. And the Sunday-—do you think it should be kept?—A. Yes, I think so—I
think the whole of Sunday should be kept. . - oo oo
Q. For the reasons that it would not only have u moral tendency towards the
people over whon you rule, but also would ag'ow the fish to get up the river :—A. Yes, sir.
-233




Marine and Fisheries.

Q. Have you ever taken notice of the hatchery and its effects on. this river 1—A.
Not since it has been established. * T have not been much on the river—I have been
more arvund home and cannot give an opinion. :

Q. Now, as an old resident, what are your views as to giving licenses on this river?
Should they be given to every British subject and resident fishermen 1—A. T think so,
and for this reason--it has been very hard to regulato licenses on this river. A man

niay come here from Nova Scotin or Newfoundland with his family to start fishivg and
then be unable to procure a license,

British subject got a license, it would regulate itself.
Q. If he got a license, should he be allowed to transfer it 1—A. T think he should
be the real owner, and I do not think it right to transfer licenses.

Q. Could you give us an opinion as to the average size of sockeyel—A. I think,

about six pounds,

Q. Do they vary in size—some years over others I—A. Yes, sir,

Q. And would that be the average size of weight, then I—A. T suppose it would
be about the average size. :

Q. “Are you prepared to give an opinion as to whether canneries should get all the .

licenses they want to fish.
o —A. Tdon't think it. g

Q. What are your views as to how to cqualize this between canneries and fisher-
men?—A. T think ten licenses would fairly equalize matters.

Q. Do you mean by that, if & canner got - ten licences he could always do a fair
business with his own boats and could rely upon fishermen for the rest?—A. Yes, I
think so, o - '

Q. Do you think the number of canneries should be established on a fixed number,
or should any man get licenses therefor that wished it I—A. I think any man who
wished to put up a cannery should have the privilege of doing so, and he should at least
get ten licenses—they should, however, run the canneries put up and not put them up
to get licenses, :

Q. Bona fide for carrying on work 1—A. Yes, an actual place of business for carry-
ing on the work intended. :

Suppose a cannery wanted a hundred should they get them ?

i

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q. Have you any rivers in tho east, inhabited by salmon, that have a number
of streams and lakes emptying into them, which would form the spawning grounds for
salmon anything in like proportion to what the Fraser River hast—A. No, sir; for
instance, the St. John River is perhaps the greatest river we have. There are many
lakes, but the fish cannot get beyond the falls. " The Fraser River has the greatest
facilities of any river I know of, even jreater than the Columbia River.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Have you any records of what took place on the St. John River 100 years ago?
—A. Only what my folks have told me. !
. What is it7—A. That salmon were very plentiful years ago. '

Q. Have you not heard that the salmon were 8o thick 100 years ago that you could
not cross the stream on account of it I—A. I have been told they were extremely
numerous and plentiful. R . )

Mr. ArvsTRONG.— Are there any salmon in the 8t. Lawrence ? ‘

Mr. WiLnor.—I may say that some years ago the whole of the St. Lawrence and
Lake Ontario were teeming with salmon. * In my lifetime, sir, I have known the salmon
so plentiful in the streams running into Lake Ontavio, that on my own farm near New-

castle, Ont., I have known the Pigs to go down to the strenn and catch them and eat
them, they were so plentiful. . C

Mr. ArustrRONG. Yes; well, I have heard from & friend of mine that in the place

where hie came from the hogs used to go down and catch the fish without wetting their
eyebrows. ' (Laughter.) - -

Mr. WiLnoT.—You think that a fish story, ehl Oh, yes; we had pleh';y of salmon,
. but there are none there now. ; o ‘
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By My, Wilmot :

Q. Well, Mr. Benson, I think we have gone over the ground pretty well with you,
Is there anything further ‘)]'ou would wish to state?—A. No, nothing further. I have

told you, I think, all I wish to say. -
It being 12.30 p.m. o’clock, the Chairman declared the Commission adjourned, to
meet again at the same place at 1.30 p.m,

P,

New WestuinsTer, B.C., 1st March, 1882,

Afternoon Sesvion.

The Commission was convened at the Court-house at 1.30 pm. .
W Present :—Mr. Chairman Wilmot, Mr. Sheriff Armstrong, and Mr. Secretary
inter. .
JOHN KIRKLAND, of Ladner's Landing, a native of England, living in British
Columbia for some 20 years, having moved there from Ontario, & farmer, and one of the
Delegates to the Commission from the Municipality of Delta, was duly sworn

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Well, sir ; anything you would like to connnunicate to the Commission we will
be very glad to hear.—A. As to my knowledge of fish I might tell you sowething, but
I wish to speak in regard to what I have seen as n resident at Cohiluthan Blough and
the Delta. - Ever since the canneries have been established on the river, we who reside
on the Slough have been put to very great inconvenience by the offal which with the tide
ebbs and flows up the slough. The water from the slough we have had to use for
culinary purposes, and I have frequently in going to the slough for water have had to
stir the water for some little distance to get away the oily substances and it was sowne-

- times impossible to dip up water without getting some entrails of tish. I may say prior
to the establishment of canneries we were free from typhoid entirely a¢ far as my
memory serves. It was not long after the establishment of the canneries before the
typhoid came amongst us. One of my own family was amongst them—he didn’t dio

but was taken down with typhoid. Last year though has been the worst we have "

experienced and during '01 some deaths have occurred there. . The water in flowing up
the slough flows up for about one and a half miles and then the flood-gate prevents it
from going any further and it recedes more slowly from the upper end than from the
lower end and often the whole bodies of the fish and entrails will be caught on brush at
the sides of the slough and be retained there and create a bad stench.

Q. Uffensive to the smell as well 1—A." Oh yes; offensive to the smell and injurious
to the gefferal health of people living there.

Q. And that appears to be the unanimous opinion there?——A. Yes, the unanimous
opinion—our petition would indicate that.™ It is the general opinion of parties living
along there that it is detrimental to the-general health. . '

Q. You are not living there now 1-—A. No, not exactly, but I am there all along—

- my family is in Victoria. . : S . '
" Q. And was it on account of this illness you moved your family away I—A. Oh,
Eo ;l gly wife's illness, was such I was obliged to take her away for the benefit of her

ealth. . : Cn) e e
""" Q. Were there any cases of other diseases, dysentery, &e. --—~A., Usually we are not
troubled with such Lut there were some cases last summer. - .

Q. Was it assigned to the cause of using foul water in the neighbourhood, stench,
. ete. I— A, That was the impressiop settlers had. R o :
. Q. Then upon the = hole you are satisfied that the casting in of offal in such quanti-
ties that make lodgments along "the slough are prejudiciul in every way to health L—A.

I am satisfied as to that. S 5 . :
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Q. Has it prevented immigration and settlement there that
taken place I—A. Well, we had so many ¢

aud I think it would be injurious in niore
Q. Is there any evidence of
say any ever left on account of it. :
Q. Has it any effect on the disposal and value of land the
what I mean by saying injurious in more ways than one—
ing place there lately, but I cannot express any definite ovinion on that.
Q. All along the slough where the inhabitants liv.- s it far up from the edge of

the slough?--A. No, when first settled the people built close to the water for purposes
of getting to the water, ’

Q. Then the water was very convenient there was it 1.— A, Yes, we had tanks to
keep water and then it was convenient to go with scows, &e. .
Q. And that convenience as far as water is concerned has been very materially

effected by the cause you have assigned !—A. Oh, yes; we do not use the water any
more than we can help now,

Q. Have you ever noticed the effec
all2-—A. T cannot say that it has, S

Q. We have hm‘iy it stated that it affected the milk and that h
it7-—A. We do not allow our Pigs to run down to the slough.

Q. Do you know that pigs will be affectsd by the matter they eat? Have you
ever had pigs that fed on beech nuts #——A. Yes, it makes the meat soft and if pigs eat
fish it will destroy the marketable value of the pork. ‘ ’ '

Q. The reason I ask about the cows is because it is’ well known by medieal men

and others that milk is often a means of carrying disease?—A, I may say, as far as I

am individually concerned, we do not keep a dairy at all—we merely mitk cows for our

own use—but if I kept a large number of cows my attention would probably be drawn
.

otherwise may have
ases last summenr that it is beginning to tell
ways than one. ‘

families leaving on account of it 1—A. No,

T cannot

re?—A, Well, that is
there have been hio sales tuk.

ts of this water upon cows—ypon the milk at

ogs are affected by

ta it more fully.

Q. Have you thought of any means of getting rid of this offal |
it]—A. I have not given it much attention myself— thers: is a small establishment near
by where they manufactured fertilizers and

oil from this offal. T think it would be a
good thing if it could he manufactured, '

Q. It is an experimental thing—that is as yet 72— A, Yes,—I think if it was manu-
factured to any extent they would probably be obliged to seek a foreign market—the
land here hm'(fly needs it. ~

Q. Butit would be a good fertilizer would ‘

Sprutt, of Victoria, I think received a medal frorcone of the exhibitions for his pro-
duct from fish offal, ete. He made it at Vancouver.

Q. Where the herring was pressed I-—A. Yes: of course a similar quality would be
made T should think from the offal of the salmon.

Q. T notice that some of the authorities of Ontario have been experimenting on
this same offal and are quite of the opinion that it could bhe made quite a_very use.
ful fertilizer 2= A. It seems to me that failing to utilize it for fertilizer plrposes, it
would he better to cremate it rather than dump it in the sea. R

Q. That is as showing that it was injudicious to put in the waber1—A. Yes, it
pollutes the air and is a very nasty thing to have cast upon the shore anywhere.

- Q. Hasan attempt been made at cremation here atall%—A. Not that T am aware of.

Q. It is the first time that we have heard of the cremation of the offal and it
strikes me as a very feasible way of gotting rid of it.

by manufacturing

it not?—A. Oh, T think so—M.

By Mr. Armstrony :

Q. Have you any idea of a caso or way of doing this 7—A, N

here, they burn up the sawdust and refuse.” I think the heads, ete.
pose of cremation. "

Q. Do you think the close season in taking in the ywhole Sabt
for upholding morality and religious views
certainly, yes,

o: but the sawmills
» would help in pur-

: hath a judicious pfen
as well ns letting the fish pass up 1—A. Oh
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Q. Have you formed any opinion of the effects of artiticial breeding of fish on this
river1—A. No sir, T have not t. ought much about that, Lo

'Q. 8Should every individual British subject and resident get a license —A, T have
never given the subject any particular consideration—f shout

d think though, were T &
fisherman and had brought my family here, that it was g great hardship if I could not
get licenses,

Q. And would you apply that same view to a man who came here and put upa
cannery—should he get a fair proportion of boats!—A. Oh yes, if not, it would be 5
monopoly, - o

Q. And you think there should be ne monopoly  but
possible 1— A, Yes. . .

Q. Would whole fish come in the slough—would they be partly decomposed or
whole fish?—A. I have seen whole fish come in but not:s0 much as sowme years ago.

Q. Regarding the fish that die far up the river have you any knowledge as to

. whether tish dying in such numbers wourd affect this slough of yours—A, Wel), T
think not, because before the canneries were established
in the slough at 4ll.

Q. But since the construction of the canneries you have seen whols fish as well as -
offil I— A, T have seen them, but not so much of late years, \

Mr. WiLvor.—Well, Mr. Kirkland, I dor’t know as we have any more to ask

you—your chject is mainly to petition against the continuance of offal being thrown in
the river. -

an_ equalization ns much ns

it was uncommon to see them

By Mr. Armstrong ;-

Q. The present close season from 6 o'zlock Saturday wmorning
evening—now do you think thag should be changed?-~A. W
iuch consideration to that subject, ; .

Q. Well, this is a matter seriously eflecting the canneries. - The cannerymen claim
that unless they are allowad to fish on Sunday night they would hav.
to work with on Monday morning, and so would have thejr employees idle and would
lose much time. We would like to have your opinion as to wha
ally 1—A. Well, it is hard to make a cast-iron rule—speaking
Sabbath should be observed as much as possible.

By M. Wilmot :

Q. Then you think the whole Sabbath should be kept if possible 2—A. Yes, 1
think so; I should like to see it if possible.

Q. Have you anything further to ask, Mr. Armstrong
Mr. ARMETRONG.—No, nothing more,
Mr. WiLsor (to witness).—Thank you, sir; that is all.

to 6 o'clock Sunday
ell, I never really gave

'
e

. L .

W. H. LADNER, a delegate re offal nuisance from the mu
native of England, resident of Ladner’s Landing, B.C,, since Ju
British Columbia since May, 1838, 4 farmer, was duly sworn,

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Well, Mr. Ladner, if you have any suggestions to make upon this question, upon
which you have been sent here as a delegate, or any other Inatter, we will be glad to
hear you.—A. Well, I may mention, as regards the ¢ffa] question, I have been as great
a sufferer as ‘any other in the country. " I lived there for years before there was a
cannery, and we considered we were hving in as healthy a place as ahgwhere. * Then
we had no sickness to speak of, but since the canneries weore established it has been
increasing. "I have read evidence given here as to de iting offal in deep water, but it
will not do to put it in the water, because 2%!;8 tide ebbs and flows and the matter will

nicipali.ty of Delta, a
ne, 1868, and living in




- ability is such that it must rise to the surface sometimes ; and then there is so much

" the health of your neighbourhood 1--A. I most certainly think so.

Marine and Fisheries.

be brought back. The tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four houts; if the offal
could be kept in deep water, I don’t think it would affect us very much, but its float-

scum rising from it, , X S i
Q. Then, do you think the deposition of offal as at present practiced is injurious to

Q. Well, then if thrown in deep water—it would sink I Well, suppose it did
sink, and all the canneries threw it in the river, would it cleanse the water down at your
section 1—A. A great deal of it would even then come in—not as much as if in the imme-
diate neighbourhood, but some would come. .. o

- Q. And throwing it out affects your neighbourhood seriously 1-—A. It does.

Q. What diseases —A. Typhoid fever, particularly.

Q. And is this fault just at one slough, or are persons living farther away affected

as much as persons living along the slough 7—A. I have not heard of a single case of
typhoid fever except along Canoe Pass, Cohiluthan Slough, and what we call Woodward
Slough. o

_ Armstrong, sir, might give you some information as to what his opinion is, hy and by,

-valuable information on this question,

Q.. An

—;—QAMXx.Wm poset==A—Well,-in-both - the cause of morality-as well as the

~—Q._And how. about Crescent Slough?—A.,.I.have not-heard-of-any eomplaints——
from that one ; I live a mile and a half from it, but have not heard of any complaints
from there. .. oo :

Q. Then do T understand you that unhealthiness prevails from this offal, and it
is unwholesome aud injurious to have it put in the water=—A, T do think so. Now, we
are differently situated to almost any other place in the country. I have tried todrive an
Abysininn pipe down there to get water, but I was not successful ; we have had to take.
the river water. ) . » ‘ '

Q. What effect have you noticed on your stock 1—A. Well, we only keep just
enough for the house, but if we had good water I think we would have gone into dairy
work, but those who have gone into it have given it up. ‘

Q. What kind of ground have you there 1—A. It is all alluvial deposits entirely.

Q. Do you think this offal could be made into oil or fertilizer ——A. I have seen
some barrels of oil, and also some of the dry stuff, and T have thought it quite equal to
the foreign guano we used to get in the old country. o ,

E.ynu‘think;fenilizer manufactured-at this factory-quite-equal-to-fertilizer—
you have seen in England 7—A. Yes, I do; and you have spoken of cremating it-—now,
do you not think it would he unwise to burn up all that valuable matter when good
fertilizer could be made for use in this country 7 )

Q. Yes; but the law says it must not be thrown into the river, and it is for the
canneries themselves to say how they will best dispose of it ; it is for this Commission
to find out if the throwing in is prejudicial or otherwise.—A. Ithink Mr, Commissioner

because he has been visiting my house during the fishing season, and his evidence
would be more valuable than mine as to the effects of throwing in this offal into the
river. _ X

Q. I am afraid we would not hdve a quorum if he left his place at the board.—A.
What I meant to say was that at some future timie he would be abie to give you

Q. Have you ever considered the question of close season? Whether fishing on
Sunday is a judicious movement or not1—A. Well, I- think it is the general opinion
that a certain time in the week should be observed as a close season

interests of fishing and those engaged in it.

Q. Then from your long residence here, experience, ete., and the difliculties that
have arisen here lately between the canners and fishermen—what are your views as to
an equitable adjustinent of the licenses? Would it be right for every British subject
and fisherman to get licenses 1-—A. Yes; I think every fisherman who can equip him-
self and is a resident British subject, should get a license. N .

Q. And.as between the canners, should they ret licenses toof— A. Most
certainly, sir. ‘ :

- 238 T
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Q. Then as between the canners and the fishermen—what would be an equitable

- arrangement as hetween them 7—A. I would not like to express an opinion on that,

Q. Do you know how many hoats are required to run a cannery I—A. Noj; it is

-not in mﬂline of business—1I do not know except from hearsay,

ave you ever noticed many dead fish floating down the river or coming into
this slough?—~A. A few, sir. S "

Q. Would they be fish that died far up—up as far as Harrison River or above l.—
A. Well, T think they are spent tish—they have spawned and are making their way to
sea again. :

Q. Those would be living fish—I mean dead ones —A. T have seen a few, sir.

Q. Then about the fish that go up—do they all die 1.—A. Well, 1 could not say —1I
have not given that subject much consideration—I have seen many coming down. | -
would ask whether the Commission has power to take into consideration the pollution
of rivers, : :

Q. Why, are we thus far and our object not known? As T said before, the Govern-

ment has thought proper to appoint this Commission to investigate the question of
throwing offal into this river 1—A. Does that refer only to fish offal 7
Q. No; everything relating to the fisheries, in British Columbia.—A, Welj, then,
in the case of sewage being thrown into the river, what action would the Government
take 1 : . .
Q. Well, I would think if it was brought before .this Commission we would he
bound to take it up—the river is, I suppose, affected by this sewage —also the fisheries,

-—aA. Yes: I happened to notice the other day when T was in Victoria, they were dig-

ging a sewer near the Hudson Bay stores, and that sewer could have been taken in two

rods into the harbour of Victoria whereas they were taking it out some two or three
miles, so there must be some reason for not running that into the Bay and instead

* taking it away out.

Q. Then you mean that there must be some reason for not letting it go into the
harbour on account of it fouling the waters, eto. I—A. Yes, sir; T don't think perhaps
that it is a matter of very great importance, but we way not have a man here again for
some years, and I have thought it might be a matter for consideration,

" Q. Yes, sir; the matter has heen taken down, and I have no doubt it will receive -

~ the consideration of the Commission,

—_— . -

CHARLES F. GREEN, a native of England, a resident of Ladner's Landing

-and living in British Columbia since 1862, a farmer, and Fishery Guardian for the e
District of the Lower Fraser during the summer season, was duly sworn. ) -~
By Mr. Wilmot : ) S ]
Q. Well, Mr. Green, what may you have to say upn the fisheries question?—4.,
Do yor wish my views as guardian or as a ﬁrivate individual.
Q. As a private individual, but if you have anything as guardian you may pat it in i

hesides.—A. Well, of course the way I got mixed up with the offal business is through

reports—reporting it to the Inspector at his request. In 1887 there was a disturbance

made -about the offal, and T was asked by Mr. Mowat to report—it is in the Blue.Look

for 1887. _ . : - o
Q. As concisely as possible what were_your views- then-1-=A~That it WwasdetiiTT

mentl to fish, and to try to establish an ol factory, the credit for which I take some

to myself. )

. '{Q You have heard the evidence of the three delegates—do you corroborate that

evidence 1—A. Yes, sir; the Delta cannery being immediately on a corner of the slough, L

when the tide comes in the offal must come up the slough—it cannot go anywhere else. R

An oil factory was started and I tried to help the man all I -could, g0 much so tha¢ I

sent samples to Ottawa and had it analyzed—this is his reply (handing document to

chairman)—1I sent as good a sample, abou;359 pounds, as I could get & hold of, -
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Mr. Wilimot then read from the document handed him as follows :—

Lasoratory oF THE DoMiNioN EXPERIMENTAL FaRrws,
Orrawa, bth Sept., 1889,

C. F. Gresy, Esy,

: Ladner’s Landing, B. C.
DEeAR Sir,—I now take pleasure in sending you my report on the tish waste or
refuse from.the salmon canning factory forwarded by you for examination in June last.
Chemical aaalysis affords the following data :— i

L 1Y 2 P PPt 5-19
Organicmatter.................oooiieu e 46-99
Ash or Mineral matter..............ooo i, 4782
‘ 100-00
Nitrogen in organic matter...........o.oiiiiiiiin 347
Mineral matter soluble in water........................ 114
do do diluteacid.................... 40-98
do insoluble in acid (clay and sand). .............. 5-70
182
Potash.......... ..o, e _ 89
kPhOskphnrid Acid, soluble. ... ..o ol 12
do reverted...... ..ot L. 9029
do " insoluble........... e &19
Total Phosphoric Acid.............. _17-60

Valuation per 2,0001bs. : -
Soluble Phosphorie Acid (T4 ets.).........oooii it 3180
Reverted do (Tets)eonniniiiiiiinaann, ... 1300
Insoluble . do (Bets).ovviviiiin, Vv .. 819
Nitrogen (15 ets.). ..ot i i i 10 41
Potash (Bets.)...... ..ot e 76
234 16

“This is evidently a very valuable fertilizer and one of special value as a manure
for wheat and other grain crops, or for application to soils poor in Phesphoric Acid and
Nitrogen. The * Reverted' Phosphoric Acid, though not immediately assimilable by
plants, is more or less easily rendered so in the soil, hence its value is but little bslow
s that of the ¢ Soluble form—The motable-quantity of Nitrogen this: fish refuse contains
makes this fertilizer one of general application-—the Nitrogen being in a form very valu-
able as plant food.” ’

I have the honour to be, &c.,
(Sgd.) FRANK T. SHUTT, M.A.. F.1.C,
. ~+ ~ Chemist; Dominion Experimental Farms.
By Mr. Wilmot : S e e e

Q. Have you anything to do with the present oil factory I—A. I never had any-
thing to do in a money way but I took great interest in it.

_Q. Have you any experience in the use of the fertilizer made from this offal —A. |

T have watched experimeisis. :
Q. Well, what was the result t—A. It.is very strong—it will burn through a pieco
of paper unless diluted. 0 ‘ ' :
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Q. Well, but do you use it in a dry or raw state I—A. Well, the trouble with this
man is, he cannot dry it properly—he has no kiln. I have asked him how many fish it
takes to make these products and it takes 1,800 sockeye offal to make.a forty gallon keg

thirty-five tons.  This is his own statement to me. The oil factory is at present I am
sorry to say a failure—he cannot get rid of hisoil. I have sent samples to all the logging
camps in the country and acted as sort of agent for him, but they will not have it at, all
—it has not body enough. It will not grease the skids except for once or so—they use
the dog-fish oil mixed with other matter, They say the dog-fish oil is better thar this
offal oil, and at present the oil factory is comparatively a failure, And I may say that
it is just opposite my houss and I got the full benefit of it—the smell is frightful —a
skunk is almost ecu-de-cologne to it. ) T

Q. It does duty in giving aroma instead of strength T expect 1—A. It isa frightful
place—I could not stand it, .

Q. But, from what yon know do you think an oil factory established on the best
possible principles as now known, that it could be made to pay {—A. Well, you see there
18 s0 much common oils, and if they say this oil is too thin, why I don’t see how it could
do. o
it makes a thicker oil that has more strength than this oil, - .

Q. Are dog-fish s0 numerous they take only the livers from them to make oil 1A,
Well, it is generally made in emall quantities,

"~ Q. What are the size of these log-fish?-—A. Oh, about as big as spring salmon,
This man at the oil factory used to wbrk on the Columbia River and he tells me that
‘there it takes only ten heads of spring salmon to make a gallon of oil—they only use the
heads there—and nfter the 10th of June it would require at least one-third more to make
the same quantity-—but I believe they have given it up there as they found it would not

either, ‘ o
Py Q. Then do you consider it judicious that offal should be thrown into the river }—
A. No, I don't ; I think there are some canneries on the river where it does not hurt,
but at others I think jt does. o ’ :

Q. Well, take the question on its general merits—is it injurious to fish and health
“ —A. Well, I would certainly say that around Ladner’s Landing it is injurious ; per-
sonally, I may say I am not affected at all, as I am out of reach of it, but I get all the
benefit of the oil factory. I am sorry to see this industry does not pay, as I have taken
much interest in it. : —_ .

Q. Well, but many industries do not pay at first ; I suppose his operations are just
experimental yet ?—A." Well, he has been at it 3 or 4 years I think, . ' »

Q. What do you think of the Sunday close time 1—A., Well, if the close time is
altered from being other than at present, the canneries would have to work just tho
same ; if altered from Saturday morning the canneries would have to put up fish on
Sunday. ’

Q? Well, if the close time were made from 6 o’clock Saturday morning to 12 o'clock
Sunday night 1—A. Well, that would be the worst of all from a guardian’s point of view.
No man living could look after these outside fishermen, : .

Q. But you must leave aside the guardian’s view ; do you think it advisable for all
concerned that all of Sunday should be kep’t. 1—A. 'Well, that would concern me too,

Q. How is oil from dog-fish mnade 1—A. The_y; siymply take the liver from them and

Q. Oh, throw yourself aside ; do you think it advisable that the whole S8abbath
should be kept or only half of it —A. From work in canneries or from fishing 1

Q. Any way you like to put it, sir I—A. Well, if you give me the other end of it
- I may get at what you want. : -

e Q. Well, it _in_at. present.from 6. o'clock Saturday morning to 6 o'clock Sunday

evening ; now, if put at 12 o'clock Sunday night would it not be tor the best interests
of the fishing industry 1—A. Well, that is very hard for me to answev, because I know .
8 much about it. ‘ ' ‘ :
PR i 241
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Q. Well, all the more reason why you should answer it #—(Laughter)—A. Well, I
know how the morality point is looked at under the present 6 o'clock system, and I
know what it would be like if the 12 o’clock were made.

Q. Have you never met men who would not fish on Sunday 1—A. Only four of theni,
sir; they came from Newfoundland ; they are the only ones I ever met on the Fraser
River. "I say, keep Sunday as far as going to church, ete.; but I know I have to work
most all of Sunday anyway. )

By Mr. Armstrong :, .

Q. You think it should not be changed, then?—A. No; I think the present time
quite right. : :

Q. But how about making it to 6 o’clock Monday morning 1-—A. No; that would
be too long a close season ; T prefer to keep it as it is now, - ) ‘

H

]l,t[ Mr. Wilmot ;

Q. Who should obtain licenses—every British subject and actual fisherinan 1—A.
Yes ; my opinion is just something like this—.that the canneries should have a certain
amount, and then if the river is thrown open I'think the matter would regulate itself.

Q. And what number would you give canneries --A. Wel), about the same as now.

Q. Then, with 20 licenses for the canneries that will be in existence this year—
that would be 500 licenses ?—A. Well, I would throw open the whole river to the fish-
ermen ; the matter would regulate itself—it would be a case of “the survival of the
Bitest.” . . -

Q. But which would it be, the canners or tHe fishermeni—A. Well, nearly all the

" canueries employ a certain number of outside boats now—the matter would regulate

itself. o

Q. Is there anything else, sir, you wish to say?—A. Well, I have heard many
state about the average of the sockeye. I have weighed some and find the average
weight about 7 pounds and that I think would make about 4 or 5 cans. - From a large
pile of sockeye I picked one that weighed 7 pounds out of thousands and after cleaning
it weighed only 4} pounds, and the same style of fish that was there took 11} to the
case— of course they do not all run alike—some run 9 to the case—I found 11}—some-
times as high as 13—in some years the fish are larger and it goes 9 to the case—perhaps -
this year they will go about 9—they are always largér in a poor season. -

Q. Have you been up the Harrison River?—A. Not as a Guardian. )

Q. What about fish dying—do all die I—A. Well, that I think is practically unknown.-

Q. Have you ever seen fish coming down in a dying condition, ete. 1—Well, last
year I took a boat out and tried with a net to see if there were any fish in the river and

. 1 did not get a sockeye at all—there were.a few cohoes but no sockeyes.

Q. When the sockeyes are coming in plentifully have you ever seen them on the
surface of the water—A. Well, I have seen a few; on the moonlight nights you will
see thewmn just on top of the water. :

Q. I\iight there not be thousands of fish down in the water going back I—A. Oh,
there might be, but as I said T tried it this time and could not get any—I would rather
not give an opinion as I really don’t know. S : ‘

Q. What do you think of the hatchery I—A. I think it a perfect success as far as
it goes. : ' :

8 Q. As far as it goes greater than the oil factory t—A. Yes.

By Mr. Armatrong :

Q. How many miles are you Asupposed to guard -—A. About 20 miles.

Q. What have you to do it with3-——A. Nothing but a boat. :

Q. And nobody but yourselfi-—A. Nobody—and if I hire help I have to pay him
myself. - :

Q. -And do you think one man can protéét that stretch of river t—A. Oh, no; not
at all—I have had men turn round and fish ;fter I have passed them, ‘ ‘
: : 24 ' :
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By Mr. Wilmot ; : ' .
Q. Then the guardianship is no use 1—A. Oh, no; I would not say that.

By Mr, Armstrony : .

. Q. Are there many violations of the law down therel—A. Yes, they go awa
and fish, but what can I do with a little boat—it is very hard wor(;ts’und)i ave bZe:)lu’;
hours getting from the mouth of the river back home. ’ : .
Q. Do you think the river could be well guarded if you had an assistant?—A. Of
course, it would always help—1I can go down the river but the trouble is to get back.
Q. Well, what do you think necessary to properly guard the river —A. A small
steam launch—just & little thing that you could get around to the canneries and see
that all was right—especially if the offal law is to be enforced. .

————

ADOLPHUS PEEL, a native of England, a resident of New Westminster, and of
British Columbia since 1863, and describing himself as a chemist and druggist, was
‘duly sworn, ‘

© . By Mr. Wilmot ;

Q. Have you anything to state to this Commission, sirt—A. Only what little
observation I have seen of these fish in studying them during the last 15 years.

Q. What is your opinion as regards offal -—A. Well, if put in deep water I do not
think there is any deleterious cffect.’

Q. If put in shallow water or it lodges along the edges of the water, what then1—
A. It would be very deleterious—it would destroy your appetite for one thing. :

Q. And you think it injurious to health =—A. “Most certainly, sir. - =

Q. In your capacity as a chemist do you know of any sickness at Delta or any-

where else1-—A, Well, that is a moot question—it has not been settled.
.. Q Then you ave not prepared to give any opinion upon that?—A, Well, ‘my
opinion is that tg'phoid fever does not come from that at all.—it is a malarial fever and
comes from the flats they live on down there—then fevers come from decayed vegetablo
matter,

Q. What decayed vegetable matter, do you think, is there 1—A. Well, there is
swamp gas. _ e ’ :

Q. What do you think of the effects of saw-dust upon fisht—A. T think it gills
every fish it comes in contact with.

Q. What do you think of the limitation of nets—whether the inhabitants generally
who are British subjects and resident fishermen—should they have licenses to fish 1—.A.,
I think every one is entitled to licenses—they should be as free as air.

Q. Should they be transferable —A. No, they should not be transferable.

. Q. What do you think of canners-—should they be restricted I—A. They should to

a certain extent—you should strike a balance—they should not be at the mercy of the

fishermen who would withhold the fish. .
Q. And how many licenses should they get?—A. Well, that depends upon the

capacity of the cannery—if a man puts in more capital he should have opportunities to -

catch the fish. . ‘ ‘
Q. ‘Are not all canneries of about the same capacity I—A. No, I think not—J
think many. put up more than others-—then there is a great deal in the management of
a cannery too. Ihave heard also that you don’t get any sockeyes in the Fraser- River
before the temperature is 55 or 56. ' '
Q. And do you think, if it did not get to that, they would not come here at all —
A. It must be an even tempéerature. : '

Q. How about the fish away up in the mountains1—A. Well, the fish there come
in at a different time—they come in earlier. ; ‘
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Q. And if the water there was of & different temperature would he go back 1—A.

He would play about until the water reached the proper temperature and then would

s0 on, V ‘ .

£ Q. What is your idea in regard to the hatchery 2-—A. T think the hatchery is but
s small matter, If T have 500 children and take care of them I will have more out of
them than if I let them run in the gutter. R

Q. Then you think the fostering care of the Government is beneficial —A. Cer-
tainly, sir.

{), What do you think of the Sunday close season —A. I think it good—1I would
take the whole Sunday. I would make it end on Monday morning hecause the fish
that come in would get a chance of getting out of the tishing grounds entirely—take one
day and you may catch them before they get awny. )

Q. Do you think all fish die that come in tha river 1—A. T think ninety per cent
do, because as far as T know the fish coming in to spawn develop death—they
change their colour—they lose their tails—they lose their fins—they get hook bills and we
have no information that these fish can grow new tails, nor new fins, from new hooks,

;. ete., and when we catch fish next year they have new tails and fins, ete.

Q. Then you think that all fish that don't lose their heads, tails, etc., go to the sea?

. —A. My opinion is that fish cannot swim down this river hecause of the quantity of
silt in it. There is eighty grains of silt to every 1,000 grains of water in this river and
when a fish comes down he has got to go like lightning, and then to turn up again he has
not strength to do it.

Q. But when he goes up what does he do with the silt?—A. Oh, he has strength

* then. Thave seen fish coming down—they may get to the sea, but we do not know
enough about them. I think fish that spawn very near to the sea may get back—then
some do not go within Pitt Lake at all—you will catch them in the back end—barren
sockeye T call them. . ’ ! :

Q. Well, doctors differ and patients die?—A. Well, but we have to hear the differ-
ence yet—then Ihave seen tish die—then as the offal question, I do not think it is so’
injurious, L ) : : R A

Q. Doyou know that a petition was made by this city against it 1—A. Well, T *
know there is an ordinance against putting refusc into the river, but if the people along
these sloughs had sense they would boil the weter before drinking it. . The Chinamen
never have typhoid fever and work eight hour shifts. Why don’t they get typhoid?
They work along and drink Fraser River water, but they boil it before drinking it—
these people along the sloughs should do the same thing. ‘

- Mg, PETER BIRRELL, a salmon canner, who had previously given evidence, was
recalled on the desire of the Chairman to elicit evidence touching the reported objec-
tions made by the city of New Westminster, against the presence of Salmon Canning
Establishments within its limits, and the deposit of offal in the river, ete., and was duly
sworn. e ‘ :

By Mr.. Wilmot :

Q. Werbe there any canneries built in the town or in front of the town since you
have been heret—A. Oh yes, there were two of them—Mr. Ewen had a cannery within
the town and Findlay & Lune had one in 1877. ) :

Q. On a smaller scale than now a days?—A. Oh no, they were both large canneries
—of course they were not capable of putting up so much fish as now.

Q. Well, was there any difficulty arose between the municipality at New West-
minster and Mr. Ewen and Laidlaw regarding the offal being thrown in the river I—A.
Oh no, I think not—when these canneries were established here it was thought very
desirable for the amount of money they would spend here—I have asked if there was
any trouble but have been told that there was none whatever.  The municipality of
New Westminster gave special inducements to establish these canneries here.' . -

o ) 244 - C

“




By

56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10c) A. 1898

Q. Did you' ever hear or kri

ow of any case in which either Mr. Ewen or Mr. Laid-

law were fined for impropriety in connection with their canneries in throwing in offal $
—A. T have never heard of it ; I don’t think there was ever such a case as that.

Q. There might be and
canneryman I would have heard

Q. Not within your knowledgel—A. No, 1ot within my knowledge.
you not kpow itf-—A. There might be, but being a

of it. There might have been complaints against these

local men—I mean Mr. Herring, who used to salt fish, and Frank Gee ; they used to
throw offal in the river, and it got stranded and became very offensive to the city.
Q. Have you any recollection of Mr. Herring being fined1—A. No, I have not.
There were complaints made against him. AR
Q. And {ou have recollections of complaints againss canners, but no convictions?
>

—A. No; 1

elieve there were complaints by individuals, but I think Mr. Ewen with.

drew because the property was getting more valuable—the railway coming here, and so
on—and he thought he would move away where he had more freedom, etc.

Mr, WiLsor.-—Thank you ;
had heen fined for throwing offal

‘"HUGH W. GOSSETIT, a

that is all ; it had been said that some of the canners
in the river. :

——

native of the United States, now a naturalized British

subject, resident in British Columbia since 1868, living five miles down the South Ay,

New Westminster District, des
duly sworn.

cribing himself as a farmer and stock raiser, ete.,, was

Mr. Gosserr.—Well, it seems-to me very improper that such men as ¢ Dutch Bill 7
and W. B. Port, and some others, should have a monopoly of the licenses ; T should like
to see them deprived of licenses and let the boys around town get a license, because you
see they have not the courage to go into an office and ask for one, :

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. What do you mean by “boys around town” 1—A. Well, haif-breeds and
“boys” that are growing up here; and you know it requires a certhin amount of
y g g uj y 1

‘courage to go in and ask for a lic
to look after the license.
Q. Why should Mr. Vienn

ense—they have not the business capacity, I might say,

a and Mr. Port be refuséd licenses 1—A. Well, they

have their business—Mr. Vienna buys and sells fish and has his grocery store, and he___
is not entitled to license, I think, because he does not go into a boat and fish, but
merely holds his boats in abeyance until the sockeye run, and then he takes them and
sells them to the canners.  He has a great monopoly in this way with his licenses.

Q. Do these men ship and
in the spring: :
Q. You think they should

have.

freeze fish and send thewn away?—A. I think they do
have licenses then to fish%—A. T think they should

Q. And canners 7——A. They should have licenses to enable them to fish.

Q. Why ?—A. Because they have their capital invested in the business,

Q. Have not the freezers 1—A. Well, not in the same way.

Q. Then these boys about town—should they get licenses as long as they are
British subjects and residents $—A. Well, yes; they must commence some time, you
know ; the{ cannot get licenses because they have not fished before, which has been the

rule hereto
never paid much attention to.

ore ; 1 rather think he should be a.British subject, but that is a matter I

Q. You are a British subject I—A. Yes, sir; I am a farmer, li.ving on the muddy

bank of the river, and keeping cattle and horses.

" Q. What is your view as to

the large amount of offal thrown into the river—does

it affect your cattle or anything else?—A. Well, not appreciably ; I suppose if a

mosquito were thrown in here it

would affect the water some, but as now I don't think

it hurts me any ; there are only two canperies above me, . N

- Q. But if there were several canneries,. would there not be an appreciable differ- -

encel—A. Yes, it could be measured then, E
: : : - 246




-

Marine and Fisheries. .

. f). Then you think freezers should not yet Jicenses, but the boys about town should
pet thew instead 1—A. Yes, that is what T wished to say ; there is nothing else that I
kuow of. :

M, \\’1L)|0T.—-Tlmnk you, sir, then, that will do.

-

ROBERT HARPER, a native of England, living in British Columbia for five
years, a resident of Lulu Island, and a fisherman, was duly sworn.

Mz, Harper.—1 live at Luls Island, down at the mouth of the river ; T have been
there four years now, and I think there are too many licenses on the river.

By Mr. Wilmot : -

Q. Do you know how many there are I-—A. Something over 700 I think.

- And you think that too excessive fishing for this river —A. Yey, sir; there
is one thing now—we cannot keep sufficient distance apart from one another—we are
alt within 50 yards of one another. .

Q. What number do you think sufficient if 700 is too many A, T think 500 to

~ keep it in good fishing order—I think the river can be fished out, .
-~ Q. You think so?—A. Oh, yes: I think we have sufficient proof -f that. The
Columbin River has been almost fished out. I know because some years ago where
vysters were fished out in the old country, now you cannot get any native English
oysters—they are all Dutch laid, ) )

Q. And you think over-fishing can be done on this riverl-—A. Yes ; I think so.

Q. And 500 licenses would be enough A, Yes; and thus make it a perinanent
thing on the river. . .

- Q. And who would you give these licenses to I——A. I would divide them-——give half
to canners and haif to fishermen, : . o

Q. And British subjects!—A. Yes; but I would not object to a foreigner as long
as he could speak English and be here long enough—many of them cannot speak
English now. : : : ‘ :

Q. Would you give a license to a Chinaman —A. No, sir; he is not a British subject.

Q. And then you think a resident and British subject should get licenses —A. Yes.

Q. Well, suppose you had 50 Chinamen living here—would pot they be entitled to
them as wuch as other residents I—A. Most certainly not—they don’t help the country,
and most of them cannot speak English. I would not stick at a foreigner if they were
here long enough-—now for instance there are Swedes here who are good fishermen and
good subjects ; T would give them to them, for instance ; but I would not to people
coming here just to get a license ; many men come here who have not seen a license
before. And I think there should be a difference in the price of those Jicenses ; ‘I
think canners and others who do not fish their licenses themselves should pay miore-
than a fisherman who fishes it himself, because they don’t fish until the sockeye come
as & rule, but as soon as they come plentifully they get two men and send them away —
ns soon as they come in they put in two more men, and they fish all along the
samre license. - Now, I cannot’ work the whole 24 hours, o

Q. And then you think the canner gets double out of his license because he puts
in 4 men?—A. Certainly they get double value—then if I snag my net I have to lose
half a day to mend it, whereas the cannerymen have a net man, and as soon as they
come in they put him to mend it. . v

Q. Then the value of the license is more to the canner than to a fisherman?--A.
Yes ; certainly. .

Q. And a canner should pay double—if you pay $20 they should pay $407—A.
T don't say exactly double; but it should be more. ‘

Q. What do you think about this quantity of offal that is thrown into the river?
“—A. T think it is a great disgrace to the country and very injurious to health, too.
Now, where I live there is nothing but the water you get from the river unless it s
rain-water, and in the summer we do not- get much of that. There is nothing but the
river water to drink—T1 don’t know the population, but in the summer there are many
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more than in the winter, for then the Siwashes and Japs come, and T sup there
would be 2,000 or 3,000. And then to drink of the water in the summer ays many
people ugv—-l have been laid up several times.

Q. What is the complaint?—A. Well, it is a kind of fover—a sort of bilious
stomach trouble. - ‘ :

Q. And you attribute this to the offal I—A. K Well, yes; I think so—you go along
the river when the canning is going on—-it is more like a cess-pool ; the offal lies there
and rots and then at the close of the fishing season you are eaten up by flies ; they
breed from it, I think. - . Lo .

‘ Q. Do you helieve that offal can be all eaten up then at the factories where it is
thrown out —A. Oh, 1o ; not nearly all of it—-you can catch it in your net several
miles out—I have caught offal in my net out half-way between the lighthouse and Garry
Bush and Flenty_mom too have done this than me. .

Q. What effect has this on the nets?—A. Well,-a smut rots the net. If fish are
running you can use a net up in & part of the season, but if less fish are running you
will sometimes use a net for the cohoes also, ,

Q. Is it usual for fishermen to get new nets every season 1A, We have two nets,
sit—one for spring salmon and one for sockeye, but most people here are not genuine
fishermen—they simply get a license and go in for the sockeye. Now, with ten boats
any cannery can be run easily. To give these canneries twenty boats each—-it is simply
wiping off the fishermen altogether,  ° g : .

Q. Then, if twenty licenses each are given to canners, it is tantamount to running
fishermen off the river1—A. Yes, sir; even now, when you sell to the canneries, they

- will give you a limit—they will not take all the fish from ou. T

Q. Do you not think canneries should have some limited number of licenses 1— A,
Yes, I do; because if you don’t give them a number, the fishermen will run the price -
of fish up to more than tlie canners can pay. . .

Q. What is about the average catch of salmon?—A. Well, I cannot tell you the
average—I have caught 507 salmon in one tide. S

Q. Well, but the daily catch in the sockeye seasonl—A. Well, that will depend

~ upon what kind of & run it was, "~ L

Q. Well, suppose we take a big run?—A. Well, I suppose about 350 or 400—

probably 500 in the twenty-four hours.” Well, now, their own boats might catch a
great many more than that—sometimes their boats may come in twice in the twenty-
four hours. . . "
. Q. Well, then, how many would canners average per.bout per day?!—A. Well, I
should think they would catcl more, but still you know the 1nen only get 82 and 22.25
for going out glt night, and they often make their boat fast during the evening.

© Q. Cannot you tell us how many fish you get in a seasoni—A. Well, I cannot say
exactly—TI got something like 3,000, I think, last year. I worked-for a man who had
three licenses. He had three men in a boat and I was one of them. We worked
sixteen hours in the boat and eight out—one relieved the otlier and we worked all the
time, but I cannot say exactly how many fish I caught. I can get the numbers and
send them up, if you like. : ) S ;

Q. Wel{: do you catch 1,000, 5,000 or 10,0001—A. Well, T cannot tell you exncbliy
how many I caught.  You see, there was a book and it got muddled up, for we ail
three were catching the fish. . ' ' '

Q. Are there any other remarks you desire to make!—A. Yes, T wanted to make
another remark, though I don’t know as you are the proper person for me to speak to
about it. - You see, if you give me a license now aud there are no canneries oper, I have
to take my fish to the markets, and there is only one person to whom I ¢an sell,

By Mr. Armistrong: o :

"~ Q. Twol--A. Well, we will put it at two; and I cannot sell my fish to any one
else, and they pay me just what they like. Now, if I pay a license fee of 820, should
I not be able to sell, too? You see, I cannot sell a fish unless I pay another license, and
if T go out of town I would have to pay another ; and if I take it to Vancouver, T will
have to pay another there. - - 21 co '
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By Mr, Wilmot ;

. \
1 Q. But if you were a farmer and grew potatoes, would you not have to paya
sicense to sell them in the market 1—A. Well, I am not a farmer. If a man has a
icense, why can’t I sell to whoever I like. Then, there are a lot of people, farmers,
ete., who get licenses, but they cannot use them—they put Japs or Siwashes, eto., in it to
work it, or whoever comes along—they would give it to me, if I caught on, I suppcse.

Q. Then, you think the system wrong that prevents a fisherman selling his fish
where and how he pleases 7.—A. Yes, T do think so. Now, I think the market-men
selling fish should not have licenses to catch fish, If heis a fisherman, let him catch
the fish; but if he is a market-man selling fish, let him sell them. I would like to
get a littlo shop and sell, too, if I could.

Q. Then, what do you think of the hatchery on the river . —A. Oh, T think it is a
great success. . - . .

Q. Aud you think there should be more of them 1—Yes, certainly,

Q. And what do you think of the close seasonl—A. Oh, that is a good thing—.
Yyou must have some time to let fish get up. Why, if you were down the river and saw
the numbers of boats that are there, you would t{]ink very few fish got up river.

Q. Then, do you think there shouid be any fishing at the mouth of the river? Would
not more tish get up, if there was not so much fishing1—A. Why, yes. T don't think
there ave any fish get up at that time—the nets are all strung across. Why, they get
on top of one another almost, and get crowded up and tangled on everything. Why,
l&}tst summer I saw a lot all tangled up on that “ Noah’s Ark” that brings snags up
the river.

Q. And you think the close season a proper one1—A. Yes, I think so. .

Q. What about those people who keep the Sabbath wholly 2—A. Well, don’t they
keep it holy, sir?  (Laughter.) . ‘

Q. Oh, you think it is all right after you go to church?—A. Certainly, sir.

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q. Suppose we extend it from Saturday morning at six o'clock to Monday morning
at six o'clock?—A. Well, I don’t think that will do, because you want to get as much
fish as you can while the fish are running-—you can get them at no other time, .

Q. Why not fish on Sunday then?—A. Well, you want, some time to let the fish

et up.
¥ Q. Then would you extend the Sunday close time to 12 o'clock from 67—A. Well,
I don’t know ; it depends a good deal on tge tide. ~ More fish would come up as a rule,
but I don’t think there are a great many fish caught in that time.

Q. Then fish keep Sunday, do they —A. I would not like to say that. (Laughter).
You see it is a broken day anyway. : :

Q. Well, but suppose we made it a whole day up to 12, would it not let more fish
get up?—A. Yes, T think-it would, and then - if you made the boats 500 I think it
would give good chances to let fish get up.- .

Q. Well, have you anything more to say, sir 1—A. Well, T don’t know as I have,
I suppose you know that canners employ more Japs and Chinamen than they do white
nien on the river, and the more licenses they would get the more of those people they
would employ. . : L :

Q. Then if they got more that twenty boats you think they would not want white
fishermen?—A. Not if they had twenty; they would not have any use for white fishermen.

By Mr. Armstrong : ‘

Q. Now, you say 10 boats would supply a cannery ; you have been fishing for five
‘years—in how many out of those five years would 10 boats have supplied a cannery 1—
A. Three out of t{e five, I think—of course you gentlemen have more opportunijty of
going into figures than I have—I am only giving you my opinion, :

: Q. Well, that is just what we want—opinions on the various points —A. Yes;
of course you don’t want opinions on matters you don't want to know. Well, sir, is
there anything more I can do? 8 )
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Mr. WiLu01.—No, sir, thank you ; you have given us quite new information, and
which will interest us very much. :

No further evidence beiné -forthcoming, the Chairman declared the Commission
adjourned at 3.45 p.m., to meet again in Victoria, B.C., at 10 a. m. on Thursday, 3rd

" March, 1892, the place of meeting having been left to Mr. Commissioner Higgins to
arrange. . ,

Representations mads by representatives of the New Westminster Board of Trade
to Mr. Commissioner Wilmot prior to departure of Clommission for Victoria.

NEew WEestsiNeTER BoArp oF 'TRADE,
New Wesruivster, B.C., 2ud March, 1892,

A delegation from the New Westmiister Board of Trade, consisting of Messrs.
D. 8. Curtis, C. J. Major and W, A. Duncan, called upon Mr. 8. Wilmot at his rooms,
in the Colonial Hotel, at 10 a.m, and were introcluced to the Commissioner by Mr.
Major. :

Present :-—Mr. Wilmot and Mr. Secretary Winter. )
Mr. WiLnor. -~ Well, gentlemen, an thing you have to state I will be glad to hear,

and we will incorporate it in our proceedings,

Mr. Qurris.—In taking evidence here we thought that there was one important
matter forgotten, and in u nutshell it is this: The canners and fishermen are very
anxious that any change made in the regulations will be communicated to them as soon .
as possible. - 'We had a weeting of the Board of 'Irade last night, and it was -agreed
that this should be done; it is most important for all parties that this should be so.

Mr. WiLnor.—Well, gentlemen, I may say I heve thought of this matter and the
importance it is to the fishermen especially, and I 2ave written to the Minister about
it to issue inferim licenses. - Of courso the canners dsn't need licenses until July.

Mr. DuNcan.—Well, Mr. Wilmot, I ma say the canners have to make their cans
over two months before they get a fish, and there is always this risk until they know
how many boats they can fish. The cans are not of an, use another year, as they rust,
and it is necessary they should know how many boats they can fish and how many fish-
er.ien’s boats they can get—it is most important. '

Mr. Curris.—This, Mr. Wilmot, is a copy of tha resolution of our Board. (Hand-
g in document).

Mr. WiLsor (reading) :
' “ New WesTMINSTER Boarp oF Trapg, 2nd March, 1892.

Y At a meeting of the Board of Trade, held on the lst instant, the following
resolution was passed :— . ; :

‘¢ That in the event of any change being macle in the regulations governing the -
Fraser River fisheries this Yyear, this Board urges the Comtnission to take such steps as
may be necessary to make known the nature of thise changes at the earliest possible
woment, so that the fishermen and cannerymen may make arrangements to adapt them-
selves thereto,’

“Certified corvect,
“ (Signed.) D. ROBSON,

“ Secretary.”

Mr. WiLyor (continuing).—Well, T may raention, when in Victoria some days
ago, Mr. Earle and some of the canners met in his office, and this matter was talked
over, and I suggestod their writing to the Minister and ask for the issue of interim
licenses, and they thought it would be very important indeed for the fis!.ermen, but that
it would not effect the canners so uwuch. . When he wired the Minister, the reply was
to the effect thut he was quite satisfied with the present regulations on the matter.
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Mr. Duxeax..—Well, it was thought that after the Commission got through with
their work and made their veport, etc., & great deal of time would elapse, and it would
be better to have some arrangement made beforehand. . - .

Mr. Witmor.—Well, I think myself, individually speaking, that it would be
injudicious to make any decided change before another season. This, of course, is my
own individial opinion. ‘

Mr. Curtis.—But it is intended though, Mr. Wilmot, for the Commission to make
a report on this season, is it not 1

Mr, Wienor.——Well, T should think there would not be any trouble in deciding
about the nur.hor of licenses, for instance, and that, I think, we could settle when we
get back fror: Vistorigf, v

Mr. Cokris. —Thit is the important thing. There are but three important ques-
tions in this matter—Mie number of boats to be fished, the close season, and the offal
question,

Mr. WiLyor.—Ob, yes ; those are the important ones. ‘ :

Mr. Mason.—We wish to have it placed upon record—the resolution of our Board
in_this matter—so it will not be overlooked in any way, a8 if anything very different
is done without due warning, it would upset their whole arrangements for the season;
and, as Mr. Curtis suggested, if there is to be any material change it would be well to
have if laid over for another season. :

Mr. WiLyvor,—Well, when do the canners commence making their tins?

Mr. Curris.—In May or in tha latter part of April, g ’

Mr. WiLyor.—Then, if the matter were decided by the latter end of March, it
would be all right would it not } , .

Mr. Curtis.—Oh, yes; that would do very well. Tt is important that we should
know a little time beforehand. - Now, in 1890, when I was in the busiuess, the can-

-nevies got according to the pack put up in previous years, and we got seventeen licenses,

hut we did not know of it until quite late.
Mr. Witwor.—Why in 1890, I thought, thero was an established number of, I
think, twenty. S : e
Mr. Curtis,—Well, there were four canneries got only seventeen licenses. -
Mr. Wi.Mor.—Well, you were entitled. to twenty in 1890, - However, it is imma-

terial now. At present the number stands at twenty for each cannery, and if no effects

take place from this Commission, it will stand at twenty. , .

Mr. Curtis.—Well, we only got seventeen, and yet had a capacity for putting up
20,000 cases, - : ' i

Mr. WiLsor.—Well, now as you say, the three important points are—the number
of licenses, the offal, and the close time 1

Mr. Curmis.—Well, the close season is all right as it is now. ; )

Mr. WiLror.—Well, T may say that all over the Dominion it is felt that the whole
of Sunday should be kept without work—that it be made until 12 o’clock—now, it was
the canners themselves who asked that the time should énd at 6 o'clock—the Depart-
ment desired to make it 12 o'clock, and now I think there is a disposition all round that
the whole of the Sunday should be kept—many of the fishermen here we find .would like
to keep all Sunday—several have stated their desire to have all Sunday. _

Mr. Curtis.—Well, it is like this-—if tishing is not done on Sunday night they will
have nothing to work with on Monday morning. - .

Mr. Winyor.——But if you fish from 12 o’clock Sunday night?

Mvr. Curtis.—Well, of course we would have some.

Mr. Wiryor.—But the fishermen tell me they eatch more fish if they do not fish
on Sunday right——the fish baving a rest, as it were, gives them the better chance.

Mr. Curris.—Well, we had fishermen in our establishment who would not fish on
Sunday—Newfoundlanders, ete. - . :

Mr. WiLstor.-—~Well, that is just a good reason, Mr. Curtis, why it should be made
to 12 o'clock—we want to encourage such citizens to come into the country and run out
these Greeks, Italians, etc., for they are good citizens after the fishing season is over.

- Then we have thought from the way it has been represented to us that it would be much

better to have a good fishing community who would heep Sunday and be good citizens
. o 250
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in every way. Now in. regard to the Indians they tell me that up on the Skeena and

other rivers they do not like to fish on Sunday and it makes things better in every way,

Mr. Curtis.—Well, that is very well, but I do not think you should have more
than 36 hours of a close season, '

Mr. WiLsor.-—Well, let them fish on Saturday then. ‘

Mr. Curris.—Then they will have to work on Sunday to get rid of them.

Mr. Wiryor.—Well, theve is only six hours and I think the benetit of the fish get-
ting up the river should weigh against the wishes of the canners.

}{)r. Cunrtis.—And if the canners do make a few dollars more what does that matter
to the others? I must say, however, in all fairness that some of thoso men who weuld
not fish on Sunday had the greatest number of fish caught to their credit.

Mr. WiLsoT.-~Then you see there does seem to be some kind of providence looking
after the good tishermen (laughter.) :

Mr. Duxcay.—I may say, Mr, Wilmot, thece is a great deal of talk about the fish
decreasing in this river—now I don’t think there is any sign of that at all.

Mr. Wirsor.—Well, it has been handed down from time immemorial that fish run
in cycles, and yet leok at the returns— you can pick them out from the reports,

Mr. DyxcaN.—Well, but you cannot Jjudge by the reports—it depends so much
upon the amount of plant for catching the fish and conducting the fishing operations,
the facilities for doing the work, etc.

_ Mr. WiLmor.—Well, these questions have been asked so as to obtain information
as to habits of salmon, etc., as well as to elicit opinions upon inatters in connection with
your canning business—some say there is an “ off” year every four years, etc., and when
we put these alsogether, yon see we will Le able to get some valuable data.

Mr. Masor.—Yes ; “there is another point ton—about the hatchery.

Mr. WiLmor.—Oh yes; now you gentlemen of the Board of Trade what do you
think of the hatcherymfm’ns it been a success? : ,

" Mr. DuNcas.—Yes, it has—and I think the other gentlenen will agree with mein
the same, - ' S

" Mr. Curtis.—Well, I nttribute the less number of “off * years to the hatchery. ,

Mr. WiLvor.—Well, T could not give the same amount of credit to it that many
others do, because it has not been upon a sufliciently large scale, but still, of course, T
believe in artificial breeding as a supplementary aid to the natural, but T do not think
if the natural breeding grounds are not cared for the hatchery will make up for it.

* Mr. Masor.—You must vremember, Mr. Wilmot, that this is a specially productive
couniry., : . : .

Mr. Duxcay.-—I certainly believe that the hatchery has been beneficial-—now, take
the number of fish caught on the Fraser River in a whole season—I o not suppose they
would be more than two or three millions—now if you put out many millions of young

“ones, even if but a small number escape, they must aid the supply very much. -

Mr. Masor—Well, I nust say I expected more information on this head to come
out before this Commission —-I may say I have been somewhat disappointed at not hear-
ing more, but the time wil. not T presume permit of going extensively into the question
of the habits of salmon on * he Pacific coast—I fancy they vary somewhat from the habits
of salnion on the Atlantic! o . L N

Mr. WiLyo1.—No, not the habits, but you have a great many more families of
salmon here than. we have in the east. -

. Mr. Masor.—Well, there are a great wany -other questions—-now it is held that
the young fish from this river come back again to the Fraser River.

My, WiLymor.—Yes. . - .

Mr. Masor.—But why? There must be a reason—why, in passing the Columbia
River do not they go in there? , -

Mr. WiLsor.—Well, salmon go in families—they all know their own rivers.

Mr. Magsor.—Well, if you notice them at the mouths of rivers you will see them in
thousands away at the mouths of the rivers all along the Pacifiz coast and they will wait
there until 4 certain time Lefore they will come in  Now do you think the young salmon
from the hatchery will come into this river again ?
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Mr. WiLnor.—Yes, certainly ; now I have had much experience in this matter—in
the eastern provinces the same thing prevails—in the St. John River the fish come in
and the ﬁellll belonging to the different streains running in can be told to which they
belong. . :
,\gIr. Duxcax.—Well, I think there is no doubt about that—fish here have been
marked with silver rings iu the tails and have been caught coming back.

Mr. WiLMoT.—Ob, yes ; they have been marked at different paces—that has been
done frequently and the fact of their return is altogether beyond question. .

Before we part, gentlemen, I may say I was asking Mr. Robson if there was any
time in your city when complaints were made about the effects of offal in the river and
if there was any convictions
~ Mr. Masor.—Well, yes ; there were complaints about the offal from English’s Can-
nery here and we made a row about it.

Mr. WiLyor.—Do you know if it is on record ? . ‘ '

Mr. Masor.—Well, I don’t know of that, but I may say that with our water here
there comes down a silt and sedimentary matter which after it stands a little time has a
disagreeable smell and becomes offensive. . - .

Mr. Wistor.—Well, gentlemen, in conclusion I may say that I do not think the
Department desires to hamper the canning industry in any way, but many complaints
have been made on this point and we desire to arrive at a correct conclusion as to its
effects. T may say too that T was quite struck with the complaints of the peaple
from Delta the other day. Delegates from the Municipality came here and represented
that the effects were most injurious, not only to their stock but to the general health of
the community, and you, gentlemen, will readily see that when the public health is
threatened the convenience of a few who do not reside, except in one or two solitary
instarces, in the neighbourhood effected, cannot bar the way to change and remedial
measures for the bettering of things for the safety of the community. My own opinion
is that a valuable product can be made from this offal in the shape of both oil and ferti-
lizex. - -

Mr.-DuxcAN.—Oh, yes ; has anything been done upon that point 1

Mr. WiLsor.—Well, we have got considerable information on this subject, but as
yet it seems to be in an experimental stage. 1In the papers recently there appeared an
article upon this very matter—in the * Colonist” of QOtﬁeFebi‘uury last, I think it was
—giving an account where samples were sent down to the Ontario Department of Agri-
culture and an analysis was made which showed that a most valuable fertilizer could be
made from the offal—1I think they placed its values at about 834 a ton.

Well, gentlemen, if there is nothing else you desire to represent, I will now ask
you to excuse me—wec are leaving for Victoria to-day, and have not very muych time just
now to spare.  Your request shall have the best attention of the Commission and your
statements will be placed on record with our proceedings <

Mr. Curtis.—Thank you, Mr. Wilinot, we will not detain you longer—the import-
ance of the industry and the injustice of giving our people fair warning of any change
or intended change in the regulations must be our justification for coming to you at
this late hour. ] .

" The delegation then withdrew at 10.30 a.m.

¢

Vicroria, B, C,, Friday, 3rd March, 1892,

Morning Session.

The Commission met in the Doard of Trade ‘Rooms,"' Victoria, at 10 a. .

Present :—Mr. S. Wilmot, in the chair ; Mr. Commissioner Higgins, Mr. Comunis-
sioner Afmstrong and Mr. Secretary Winter. )

At 10.15 a.m., the Chairman called the Commission to order. . N B

Mr. WiLyor.—This nieeting having adjourned to Victoria, till 10 am. to-day, I
now declare this Commission open for business. :
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.. Mr. Rosert Warp.—May I enquire Mr. Chairman, as to the scope of this Com-
mission? Most of the gentlemen present to<ay have had no chance of being at any of
the previous meetings, and would like to know the scope and powers of this Commission,

Mr. WiLsor..—The sphere of the Commission is to take in all matters relating to
the fisheries of British Columbia—if there are any gentlemen present desirous of sub-
mitting anything to the Board we are open to receive it. ’ '

Mg. STEPHEN SPENCER, a native of the United States, and resident of Alert
Bay, B.C., living in British Coluinbia for some 35 years, by occupation a salmon canner,
was then duly sworn, :

By Mr. Wiliot :

Q. Now sir, what have you to submit1—A. In regatd to seining operations in the
.Nimkish River—I do not think, of course, as established for the last 10 or 11 years,
and always using seines, we can catch fish in any other mode except with seines, - As
very likely the Commission is not aware Lhow we use those seines, perhaps it would be
better for me to.explain, so you may judge. We have seines with meshes according
to law, and fish have access to the river at all times. We can only fish at certain
. times-—we never fish at night time, because we cannot see:  When we extend a net we
never extend iv across the river—we put it out mierely to get them but we never fish at
night time— that is not in consideration, because we cannot see and there is therefore
uninterrupted chances for the fish to get up the river for nearly eighteen hours out of
the twenty-four. There is nc nossibility of gilling themn, hecause thare is no water and
only one or two places where we can haul the seines so to speak. The first year we

were canning the tish were very plentiful. .

Q. What year was that, sir1—A. Some eleven years ago, I think—the first year
they were plentiful, the second they were not, and it was with great difficulty we got
4,000 cases—some years since they have been plentiful and some not. -

Q. The Nimkish River—the * Alert Bay " Canning Co. 1—A. Yes sir,

Q. How long ago is it since you commenced fishing there 1—A. ¥>me eleven years
ago—the runs varied from year to year. In 1890 for instance—that was the year of
the most plentiful fish on the river and when our cans were all full.

Q. 1800 was the biggest year on the river 7—A. Yes 5 1890. .

Q. What in 18891—A. Fair—6,000 cases, I think, we put up, but still we never
tish after we put up a certain number of cases—we calculated the capacity of the cannery
at some 6,000 cases and could have canned much more that year but we only calculated
to fill a certain number of cans, but for some weeks after that the fish were plentiful
but not one fish was taken out of the river. : ,
.. Q. Can you estimate how many you might have taken outf—A. Well, I don't

- know ; T think we could have taken some hundreds more cases. In 1890 our pack was
about 7,200 cases ; last yea, it was just the reverse. I only packed some 700 cases.
. The last year was about the worst since I have been a canneryman. g
Q. Are facts as recorded that in 1887 you packed 4,200 cases —A. Well, I don't
“know. ~ I don’t recollect ever giving anybody the correct number, but I don’t doubt that
it is correct. , , : .

Q. No; I am not referring to the departmental account’; I am simply taking it
from the report of the British Columbia Board of Trade.—A. Of course, I give the
figures into the department, but I cannot tell from memory. .

: Q. How do you account for the great falling off in these years 1—-A., Well, I don't-
know. T think it a freak of nature, that is all. Perhaps there was not food there for
them to induce them to come. . : .

Q. Do you thiuk there could be too much fishing and not enough leZc to breed 1—
A. No; I don’t think so. ' There has never been any abnormal fishiLg there. I have
heard that-the Indians do fishing that is injurious, but there ‘has it been- any change
at all in the mode of Indian fishing. There is always a clear road for the fish to go up.

Q. Then you think it must be some other mode of fishing, or something else than
Indisr fishing1—A. Yes; something else. o

> Q. And are these sockeye 1A, Yea.253
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Q. And they have fallen off in quantity 1—A. Yes; they have; but it is not
hecause fish have not had opportunity to'come in to spawn, for every year they have
had plenty of time, even after our cans were filled. And it cannot be said that it is on
account of the seine fishing ; they are not as bad as gill-nets, for we can only fish at
certain times, and there is plenty of chance for them to get up. -

Q. Ts it a fact that there are small lakes at the head of tfnis river -—A. Yes; there
are small lakes some sixteen miles up from the mouth, -

Q. And these are the breeding places of the sockeye 1-—A. T suppose 80—yes.

- Q. How wide is the mouth of the river at low tide where_ you draw your seine 1—
A. Well, probably it is niore than 200 or 300 yards, bt we fish in salt’ water at low
tide. 'We haul on the little island, but it is covered at high tide and is right in salt water, |

Q. How do you pitch your seine—go out in a hoat 1—A. We go out on shore, and
the fish show themselves on the surface ; then we go out with the seine and make a
water haul.

Q. When you see the fish?—A. Yes; we have a good many water hauls,

Q. Then your system is—when you see fish showing on the surface, you try and
surround them and bring them in. Sometimes you get fish and sometimes not?7—A.
Yes; we frequently get water hauls. Last year they were very frequent.

Q. What kind of seine do you usually use—one with corks on top and leads at the
bottom I-—A. Yes; the usual seine; not'a bag-net, by any means. The meshes are
those regulated by law. . .

Q. The lead lines sweep the bottom do they I—A. Well, it all depends on the cur-
rent—sometimes no current will take them down. . ‘ ‘

Q. How many boats do you fish with 7—-A. Two ; there are only two licenses on
the river ; I have fished under special licenses from the department formerly it was
£25 for each seine. .

Q. And what is the length of the ceine I—A. 150 fathoms.

- Q. And the depth?—A. I cannot te!l you, ‘

Q. Well, how many meshes is it deepi—A. Well, T can’t tell. .

-Q. If you fished in 30 feet of water it would be 30 feet deep, I suppose 1-—A. No;
it varies. . .

Q. How deep is it where you usually haul your seine?—A. I cannot tell you be-
cause it shoals off, and you may get them in deep or shallow water.

Q. But the tendency of the net if shallow is to go to the bottom I—A. Certainly.

Q. And it will sweep the bottom as far as it goes 1—A. Yes; that is the purport
of it, as far as it goes. . ) '

Q. Could you tell us the number of fish you have taken at one haul I—A., Well, 1
cannot tell exactly, but I think possibly 1,000 at one time; we once filled nine boat
loads with the result of one haul, somewhere about 8,000 fish ; that was the biggest
haul at one time ever made on the river ; that was last year, and the day after I could
have taken a 1uch bigger haul from the look of the fish. - -

Q. You say you can fish only in certain places, what is the reason 7—A. There are -
many snags thiere and you have to keep clear of them.

" Q. What is the radius of water where you . usually sweep your seine!—A. About
half a mile. - ’

Q. Could you not use gill nets there?-—A. No; I have tried it, but it was not
successful, - ’

Q- How do others use gill nets at the mouth of the Fraser River -—A. Because
the water is not clear; it is muddy. .

Q. Well, how about in the eastern provinces wlere it is all clear water?—A.
Well, I do not think it would do here. : C -

Q. Do fish stay at the mouth of the river awhile before they go up?—A. Yes;
they do not go'up for a few days. I contend no fish go up until they are mature and
ready to go up; in other words until ready to spawn. . . . -

Q. I-%ow early do you comnence fishing there —A. About the end of June.

Q. Doany fish spawn in June, to your knowledge—A. No, '

Q. Then they are waiting there to go up and you catch them while they are wait-
ing to go?t—A. Well, I do not say they are all waiting to go to spawn, and then the
Indians catch many. L ‘
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Q. What are the meshes of your netst—A. 3} inches. I think the law requires
3} to 3% inches. : o -

Q. Are the meshes in the hag of the net any different 1—A. No; all one menasure,
3} inches extension measure.. )

Q. What is the average size of sockeye salmon there —A., Well, the average year
will take avout 12 to a case. :

Q. Making your salmion about 7 pounds #—A. Something like that; some years
larger and some smaller. ‘ -

Q. And about 12 to a case?—A. Yes; about that on the average.

Q. How many cans to a tish, four—.4. Four cans,

. Q. And the difference between four and seven and eight would be offal 1—A. Yes,

Q. What do you do with the oftul 1-—A. It is deposited in salt water ; you perhaps
are not aware that the canneries on the Nimkish River are on a little island, about
two miles from the mouth of the river. The fish are caught in the river and brought
over to the cannery and cleaned there; we have a shoot that takes offal out into salt
water and it is carried off ; in a week’s time after we have done fishing there is nothing
seen of it. 7 . :

Q. Have you any exclusive right by lease or otherwise to the river!—A. 1 don't
own any portion of the river, but I have a claim there. - I applied to the Government
for a lease and the Government agreed that I should have the right to fish for $150.

Q. Do you take out boat licenses 1—A. I don't’ need to take license ; I was fishing
under lease.. Before having the lease I paid 825 a year for a net.

Q. How many persons are employed in your cannery I—A. Between fifty and sixty.

Q. Principally whatt—A. Indians principally.

'Q. How many white men will you have in that establishment!—A. Eight or nine H

* we don't have a large number, . ’ '

Q. What number inside the cannery for all purposes?—A. About three; the
balance are principally Indians and a number of Chinamen, ’

Q. How many Chinamen %-—A. About eleven ; last year I think it was eleven ; some-
times I have had more but I have tried to utilize the Indian labour,

Q. Are your boats fished by Indians or do you buy your fish from Indians1—A.
1 have bought them from Indians. : '

Q. Where do th&ﬁsh for them?.—A. Up the river in thie narrow passes chiefly,

Q. Does not your employing them make them catch more fish than before you
went there ?—A. No; I don’t think so. » i . :

Q. Then they deprive themselves of food#—A. No; you mistake the habits of the
Indians altogether ; they don’t want the sockeye at all, '

-~ Q. What are the fish in your river?—-A. There is the blue-back, as we call themn ;
then there comes the sockeye ; then the satsum, = - )
Q. Ts that the same as the cohoe}—A. Noj; they are a large fish, twenty pounds
or so.
‘Q. Are they not spring salmon 1—A. Well, some say so, but dthers do not.

Q. Then the Ninkish River is inhabited by much the same fish as other rivers
along the coast 1—A. Yes; I think so. ~ . '

Q. But your principal fish is sockeye and that has decreased of late years?—A.
Yes; sockeye is the principal one, but I don’t think they have really decreased ; some
Yyears there are less than others. .

Q. And you say the Indians will not eat sockeye, but will eat others not as good ;

-the humpback for instancel—A. Well, they will not use them, but they want the
humpback for drying. . : - .

Q. But you don't use the humpback for your work1—A." Not at all, I contend

that it was only a freak of nature that fish did not come last year. '
By Mr. Higgins : ‘ '

Q. Where do these fish go to spawn t—A. Well, as far as I know they have been
seen in the lakes above. - : , - R : '
* Q. Have you ever ascended the river or been up to the falls?—A. I have never
been to the falis. ’ 255 : ’
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Q. Have you ever heard of obstructions being put in the channel to prevent fish
7 from going up—Indians put Tock in so as to dam the channel t—A. I never knew any-
—thing of the kind—the Indians have a reserve and they simply put the regular net there
. but in no case chstructing the river, o ) e .
: Q. Do fish go up river in large quantities?—A. They do.
Q. Have you any experience in regard to the life of fish after going up to spawn 1
~—A. Well, I have some knowledge —everybody varies.
= Q.- What is your experience ! —A. I think fish go up and return—of course a certain
percentage die. T o
~—--Q. Have you eveér seen any dead fish up there?-—A. I never have—I have heard
of dead fish being seen up on the lake—Capt. J. McAllister who has prospected up there ;
--———has told-me he has seen -them—then-I-have tagged- fish=-have marked them and have
caught them the following year. B . '
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By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. In good condition? —A. Just as good as others. B

Q. Do you think Indians have any object in preserving the fish 1—A. Well, I don’t
think they care—it is the hardest thing for me to induce those people to go fishing for
me—they are a happy-go-lucky people.

By Mr. Higgins :

Q. You say you throw offal in the water—is it in deep water?—A. It is thrown in
salt water and goes out to sea. o \
Q. Have you seen scavenger fish eat it1—A. Yes, lots of them.. B .
Q. And if offal lies at low water would the tide take it all away and would tha
« little fish eat it all before the next low tidel—A. Well, they would not eat it all always, -
but it would soon go—sometimes it might lay for 24 hours. :
Q. Regarding the failure of fish last year, have you any hatchery up there1—A.
No, none. : k DR
Q. 7,000 cases was the largest number of cases you ever put up+—A. Yes, by
about 1,000 cases. . o ‘
Q. Do you think putting up that number of cases had an effect on the run of fish ?
* —A. No, not, at all,
Q. Fish are very erratic?—A. Very erratic—look at Skenna River.

ij Mr. Wimot :

Q. May I ask you, Mr. Spencer—you say that in ’30 your catch was greater than
in former years—you mean your pack, not your catch—did you not pack from other
places?—A. No, not to any great extent.

- Q. Then your pack in 89 and '90 was lessene ! and you resorted to other places to
make up the amount 1—A. Not at all, sir. . - , ' .
"~ Q. Butin 1888 your pack was 5,000, and in ‘40, 7,280 cases, and you have supple-
mented your pack by getting them from other places ?—A. Not at all—I was prospect-
ing, as we say, to get fish and to see where they were, but I didn’t make it up—1I got
a gew, but not many—1 could have caught pleaty in the Nimkish River if I had wished
to can them, ) c ’ i ‘ -

Q. But you did supplement your catch in 89 and '901—A. Not t all—I do not’
consider that at all in that way,because I could have filled more cans out of the Nimkish
River, but as I had the fish caught from prospecting around, I put them up,but I could
have caught plenty of fish in the Nimkish River. - . , .

Q. Well, what I want to get at is—a complaint has been made that fish have much
decreased in-that river and it would go to show that from your catch—now in 1887 you
put up 4,200 cases, in 1888, 5,000, in 1889, 7,140 and in 1890, 7,280 cases—therefore in
1889 and 1890 there must have been some aid from other places—A. Not at all—I
don't consider it aided me in one can~I always cease when g get a certain number of

cans. ' :
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By Mr. Higgins :

. Q. Youal

Iways stop when you get a certain number of cans t—A. Yes.

By Mr. Wilmot : - ,
~ Q. In 1890 you took the usual number of cases }—A. T filled 6,000 cases—all the o

cans I had.
Q. In 18
over then.

91 you got only 600 cases &—A. This year was diﬂ‘eretlt—;l had tins left'

- Q. You say all salmon do not die?—A. Yes ; my opinion is & certain peréentage,
die but not all—I would like to put a man on the stand who is a practical man and

—-=-=-who knows all

‘about tlis river and cai tell you all about the fish, eto., there.

Mr. RiTHET (from the audience?.—Mr. Chairman, I would like very much to put hw_-w._

- & q >stion to- Mr-Bpencer before he

eaves the stand, or if you will ask it for me?

Jlr. Winsor.—Well, we objected to that before, but if the other Commnissioners
are willing, I of course will not objeet. :

Mr., Wagr

b (from the ‘audience).——I may say, Mr. Chairman, that it is the usual

practice in courts to allow questions being asked.
Mr. WiLvor.—That would tantamount to counsel; would it not
T ME WARD.—-Yes; I think it would. _ o
~ Mr. Higarxs.—Well, I think that we should permit this question being asked—I

am of opinjon

that the fullest possible scope should given to this enquiry,

.- Mr. WiLsor.—Well; if gentlemen jike Mr. Spencer, or any other gentlemen, comes—

him.

Mr. Hicoixs.—Well I think a question like this should be allowed—when I was
over there in New Westminster, I saw questions allowed. - -
. Mr, Wmuo'r.-—Only in one instance, sir,
Mr. HiGoixs,—But he had it nevertheless. - : _
Mr. ArMsTRONG.—Well, that is. one of the questions that°I feared would canse ——

forward he should have prepared his statement on any matters and then let us question

trouble from the commencement—we found after allowing one man to come forward S
everybody wanted to do the same—now if we allow Mr. Rithet to ask questions it would o

be tantamount to counsel—now I do not think that counsel is at all necessary at this
stage of the proceedings—if counsel were necessary it should be where the preponder-
ance of the evidence was taken-—I think Mr. Higgins is wrong in saying he heard
questions put at Westminister, : L , o

" Mr. Hicoins.—Well, I heard a man put questions when there-—now the Chairman
has stated that.the question should be allowed. ‘
Mr. WiLyor.—Well, If 1 agree to allow this, I will do so only if we are not to have

it again.

Mr. Hicains.—I won't agree to that at all. : .
Mr. WiLvor.—Well, if Mr. Rithet wants to put a question it will be heard with
all attention possible, but we made certain rules when we commenced this Commission—
Mr. Higgins has said he heard questions put in New Westminster, but I must say it was -
- only as an exceptional case. . . '
- Mr. RitneT.—Well, gentlemen, I very much regret indeed if such a simple request

of mine is to be the cause of so much trouble. . I am sorry that Iattempted to put any

questions, but

I came to this Commission under the idea that it was open to the publio

and that every bit of evidence bearing upon the fisheries would be admitted, but if I am

mistaken ~

Mr. WiLyor.—Pardon me, sir, are you making a statement on vour own account,

if s0 we must
Mr. Ritn

swear you the same as all other persons,
Er.—Well, excuse me, I was apologizing. - The matter about which I

wisbed to speak arose out of the evidence given by Mr. Spencer. P _
Mr. ArustroNG.—Still, if we allow you to be heard in this way, Mr. Rithet, we
will have every one else asking the same, o . R
Mr. Warb.—Well the reason, Mr. Chairman, that we wished to ii?eak was because

wa ‘understood
there and arro
106—17 .

this Commission was for the sifting of all facts, and

s Comn 1 they simply sit
gate emselves——

257

..w L.




Marine and Fisheries,

Mr. WiLsor.—Wliat is that, sir?  If you say arrogate I will request you to with-
draw it. : ‘
Mr. WaRD.-—On request, I will withdra-+ it—but (impressively), I do not think the
evidence is being taken impartially. o

Mr. Wirnor.—Pardon me, sir, I must call you to order; as Chairman I call you
to order. ’

Mr. YWarp.—Well, sir, I bow to your decision, but it is the first Commission ever

I'have attended under any Government where the Chairman acted in so extraordinary
a manner and where matters were not represented by counsel. :

Mr. Wiesor.——That is beside the question. -

Mr. ArvsTRONG.—Well, Mr. Ward, I must tell you that most of the evidence is
now taken, we have examined some 70 witnesses in New Westminster, and I think if
counsel was to be allowed it should have been done there, .

Mr. Warp.—But we have not had an opportunity of going befure the Commission.

Mr. WiLsor.—Well, T think if Mr. Rit{:et wishes to ask this question we will
allow it in this one case, but on condition that none other comes up.

Mr. Higeixs,—1I object to that ruling, Mr. Chairman. ‘

Mr. WiLnor.—Well, if you object to my ruling I will withdraw my ruling, and I
will now rule that the question may not be put. :

" Mr. Hicoixs.—I will ask for a vote on that point. :

Mr. ArusTRONG.—Well, gentlemen, I think you are all wrong in thinking these
questions should be allowed; in a covrt, no one in the audience is permitted to get up
and ask questions of a witness who is under examination 5 it is absurd ; no one but
practitioners are allowed to ask questions and they have to do it in a proper manner. I
would suggest that Mr. Rithet should hand up any question to me for the Chairman
that he desires to put and it will be put properly through the Chair. : :

Mr. Rirner.—Excuse me, but I consi({wr— that you aro all wrong, A Comuission
of this kind is entively different to n court; a good deal of latitude is allowed and
greater scope in any Commission of this kind than in any court, C

Mr. ArysTroNG.—Certainly, Mr. Rithet, but we cannot allow these questions to be
put by counsel. :

. Mr. WiLyor.—I think if Mr. Rithet had gone to Mr. Spencer and asked him any -
- question on matters that had occurred it would he quite right, hut to come as counsel, I
do not consider it is correct. : ‘ ’

Mr. Rituer.—I an told even if T had handed it in to witness, that I would have

- been checked. . .
" Mr. ARMSTRONG.—Who told you that 7—A. Mr. Munn, ~
Mr. Muxy (from audience).—Yes; I have seen it in Westminster. I declare I
have seen persons objected to hecause they handed in questions to the witness on the stand.
. Mr. WiLsor.—I may say that such did occur in one case, but it was quite different
to this. At the time objections were taken to hearing a man, he was questioning and
making interruptions while the witness was speaking, and, of course, such could not be
allowed. " 'We must maintain order. - . ' g )
Mr. J. H. Tobp (speaking from the audience).—Will the Commissioners allow me -
*to say a word? I must say, in regard to the statement made by Mr. Spencer, that-——
Mr. ‘ArustroNG (interrupting).—You caunot be allowed to dispute any witness's
statements, ) . )
Mr. WirMor.—Mr. Todd can come on the stand, under oath, like any other person,
but we will not hear him in any other way.
Mr. Tovp (indignantly).—Well, we will retire, and not come back. E
Mr. Warp (from audience).—Yes ; we have rights, and we want them respected.
Mr. Witnor.—Sit down ; don’t get excited. : . : T
. Mr. WaRp (scornfully).—We are not excited. We are not going to be sat upon by
anybody. - We have our rights, and we are going to be heard. )
Mr. Topp.—If we are not heard, we can leave the room, o
Mr. Higarns.—T will suggest that Mr. Rithet put his question through any of the
Commissivners. You come and sit along side of either of us, Mr, Rithet or Mr. Ward,
and put your questions, . - : - '
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Mr. Ritaer.—No ; T will not Put questions unless I can state them direct.

Mr. WiLvor to Mr, Winrer.—Mr. Secretury, you will take down those words from
Mr. Rithet, and mine; in reply. Ho said he was not allowed to ask questions. :

* Mr. Riragr (emphatically).—1I have not, sir; I deny that. .

Mr. WiLMor.—Why, certainly you did, and that is your impression of the whole

matter ; that you were not al'owed to ask questions at all, whereas we offered_you.a
——§l~ " mode of doing so, which yeu would 1ot accept, ' :

Mr. Ritnet. —I did not say that I was not allowed to ask questions, .

Mr. HiaeiNs.—Oly, never mind. It js all right. Dor't bother, I, for one, am
willing that you should put your question.  Mr. Rithet, do you wish to put the question 1

Mr. Rirner.—No, thank you, Mr. Higgins, I do not. " I have nothing more to say.

Mr. WiLMor.- -Well, if there is any other gentleman desirous of giving evidence,
we will proceed with the examination of witnesses, :

THOMAS BOGART, of Rock Bay, a native of England, eleven years in British
Columbia, a tisherman, was duly sworn

Mr. Boeant.—I have fished for Mr. Spencer seven seasons, and the nets we use
there only enclose n little pact of the river, and are only in the water about half an hour
at a time. To my knowledge, in the seven years I have worked there, I have never seen
the river closed to stop fish from going up.  There was one season there was plenty of
fish, and more were netted than required for the cannery, and we marked some, and we
caught them the next year and the next year, and in the third year. We took little
pieces off the tail, and could see them easily. ) ;

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Were fish that were marked larger or about the same sizo 1—A. Well, we could
not tell; they all were about the same size ; there seemed no difference. ’

Q. That was in three years in succession 1—A._Yes; that is-all-L have-got—to-say:——————

T Q. What conclusion did you come to, that they were fish returned from the waters
above?—A. They must have returned from above, because they came in and must have
got back from above,

Q. Then your impression is that a certain proportion of fish return A, Yes,
Q. How many fish would be caught at one haul 9—A. Six, geven and eight thou-
sthud in a good run. ;

By Mr. Higgins:

Q. Do you know whera these fish go to spawn in’ Nimkish River?-—A. I thiuk
they must go to the lakes at the head of the river. '
Q. Were you ever up to the lakel—A. Yes; I have been up to the rapide; }
never. was in the lake, .- - . ‘
. Q. Are there any artificial means to obsfruct fish going up ?—A. No, sir; T havs
- seen little traps-on each side, but there was always room for many to.go up. -
-Q. How wide are these channels f—A. Some five, some six, some nin: hundred
yards, ) . R )
Q. Pretty swift water!—A. Yes ; very hard to pull up.

= By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Did.you ever see fish returning in any number?—A, No, sir; but we do not
stop there ; we come hack as soon as the fishing season is over.

By Mr. H;'gyina s o
, Q. Have you ever noticed what becomes of offal —A. Well, some floats away and
some is eaten by fish. -

Q. Are there lenty of ddg-ﬁsh around t-here. 1—A. Yes; all kinds.
Q. Have you doneany fishing in any otherriver ?—A. Inthe Fraser Riverone season.
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By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. In a big or small run?—A. Tt was a big run _that year.

Q. You say about offal; some floats away, and then does some remain on the
shore?—A. Noj it all floats away ; T never saw any along the beach.

Q. How long have you fished there I—A. In 88, '89 and ’90.

Q. Were any other fish brought to the cannery from placest—A. Yes; a few were

Q. Have you any idea why the decrease was
years?—A. I have no idea; I cannot tell.

Q. What time of the year do you commence to fishi—A. About the midd'e of
June, 12th, 16th, and so on.

80 much greater there for some

By Mr. Armstrony:

Q. You have heard what Mr. Spencer rays in regard to nets, is all correctl—Yes;
that is correct ; it is 165 meshes in the middle and tapers off to the end.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. That is, you mean to say the wings and two ends of the net are narrower 1—.A.
Yes; they are not so deep.

Q. And that forms a kind of bag does it not —A. Yes; when you haul in on the
lead lines. . -

By Mr. Armstrong : ) .
Q. Are any other kind of fish caught theret-~A. No ; a few flounders, that is all.
By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Any halibut —A. No; not of any account; there is nobody fishing Yalibut
there; it is too far from market ; we have caught a few for ourselves.
Q. Have you ever fished with a gill-net -—A. We have tried it in day time and at

~ night, but we never could catch any,

Q. What was the reason1—A. The fish seeo it; the water is as clear an June; I
don’t think there is any other way to catch fish there unless by seines.

Q. How far does the net go out in the river 7—A. Well, we start and go out about
half way, and then from there fetch the net ashore. .

Q. And consequently it would take everything in front of iti—A. Yes, of course,

Q. And would the lead lines be on the bottom 1—A. Yes ; we fish from half tide
up to a little near the flood. ‘ : .

Q. What is the height of tide there—the usual rise and fall 1—A. About 16 feet—
between 13 and 16 feet. . :

Q. How far does the tide go up the river i—A. About 3 miles—between 3 and 4
miles, .

Q. What is the size of the river —A. About 3 rods ; in some places not so wide ;
some places not over one rod between the rocks ; three rods is about the broadest where
we fish.” ' -

Q. And on that three rods you take §our net out half way—A. Yes.

Q. Any times more than that?—A. No; just about half; we hardly ever so any
farther ; we have to go back to shore with the net or you lose your fish; they go out
again. ,

Q. Is there any possibility of fishing with a gill-net up the river where you speak
-of —A. T doif’t think so, sir; and then it is not very deep water, and you could not

- use your gill-net ; it is all rocks and shallow water.

Mr. Hiceins.—Do you ever see many dead fish in the river —A., No, sir.
Mr. WiLvor.—Have {ou ever been up in the lake itself -—A. I have just been to
the last rapid ; I have not heen in the lake. ‘

) Q. Then you do not know if there are any small streams running into the lake 3—
_ AL No: I don’t know. :

Mr. WiLMor.—That will do, sir ; thanzk you.
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