Marine and Fisheriea ) ' e
. Vicroria, B.0,, 5th March, 1892,
Aﬂerm;on Session, ' . '

The Commnission was convened at 2 p.m. .

Present : Mr. 8, Wilmot, in the Chair ; Commnissioners Aru;stmng and Higgins,
and Mr. Secretary Winter. : -

 Mr ASHDOWNE GREEN, who had been rocalled, appeared, and was asked by
the Chairman if he had been sworn when giving his evidence yesterday.

Mr. Green..-Oh, yes; I was sworn.”

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. And it was said that you were not sworn in the usual way, and that it was
intentional 1—A. Nothing of the sort, sir ; I was duly sworn. L

Q. And do you find that the Chairman had put words in your mouth to say §—A.
No; but I will say that it struck me that sometimes you gave mé a history of the
Canadian salmon, and you took up those points that resembled the British Columbia
salmon, and, of course, I could say nothing, except that it was so. .

Q. But was it not correct 1—A. Oh, yos ; but you did not take up those we think
do not agree. o : :

Q. Well, I will take them up aow, ;

By Mr. Higgins: ‘ S -

Q. I understand you know something about the Skeena River, Mr. Greeni—A.
Yes; I was up there last year. I went from the mouth to one of its principal sources.

Q. Does it fork at Hazelton 1—A. I was also up the larger fork. ( ‘

Q. Were salmon running when you were up river t—A. Yes; there were five species
running. I did not follow them up. : I left one kind running up at the Forks and got
into another kind when I arrived at the lakes. I was at the Forks when the humpbacks -
was running, but they had not arrived at Babine when I got there, and I was curious
to know if they were running so high fromr the sea. - : . .

By Mr. Wilmot :

Will you please take the baok I--A. Yes, sir. o
: Mr. Green was thereupon-duly aworn, ,

Q. Well, may I interrupt the witness—it may be said again that he was not sworn.

By Mr. Higgins :

Q. Whatis thedistance of Babine Lake from the coast #—A. I can hardly tell you;
about 160 to 180 miles. It is & very large lake, and it is full of salmon, accord-
ing to the Indians ; well, the salmon go there ; that is all that go by that fork. [ did
not see the humpback, though the Indians tell me the there. - * :

Q. Do they go beyond that f—A. No; that is the limit of the lake ; it is a source,
you may say. - , S . : -

Q. Are there any small tributaries -—A. Ob, numbers. - I did not visit any tribu-

- taries of the Babine. - I waa principally employed at the mouth- of Babine, -and I was
thinking there must be immense quantities of salmon taken there ; the Indians have traps
_in all directions. © .. . . . e Ge e e
- Q. "You say you saw five species ; can you enumerate them —A. Certainly.” There
is spring salmon, the sockeye, the cohoe, the humpback ; the cohoe and humpback I am
-not certain about, but I think the cohoe goes in, The dog-salmon and steel-head I also
observed, particulariy because about here it is an early fish, and enters in January and
December, but there it does not enter until August generall({. ‘ )

Q. How many canneries are on the Skeena +—A. I did not count them; T think

six-or eight. S L R ) P
3 Mri‘sAnus'moxu.—-I think in the evide;éoe it is given at eight.
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By Mr. Higging : ' N
Q. Is there any complaint of searcity of salmon there 1—A. Noevidence at all of it,
- Were you there at the spawning season?—A, Yes, ,

By Mr. Witmor ; ‘
Q. Whex_l was that -— A, The end of September.,

" By Mr. Higgins ;

Q. With regard to the difference in salmon in the east and these, what do you
think 2— A, The only one bearing any resemblance is the spring salmon : that is the
onlyone. . . '

Q. And yet the salmon in England it resembles is a red salmon 1—A. The only
difference, as T said yesterday, is that I do not, think the smolts are the same, and
nothing is ever found in other salmon,

Q. Have you ever tried the fly here?—A. Yes; but always for the cohoes ; not for
spring salmon.” I never caught an adult salmon with, the fly; but then I have never
fished when it is in the river. T have caught adult salmon with phantom minnow ; but
"I never tried the fly but a few times, and then caught grilse.” The cohoo T have taken
several times, and always at the head of tida] waters. T have béen told they hava been
taken above tidal water. The cohoes aro a perfect nuisance ; they take your fly ; T once
took five.  The fish I took were clean and bright, though not well developed. The
adult ones would not take tho fly. i .

By Mr. Wilmot : . i
Q. I shall not be Wrong now, sir, if 1 say tho charactor of salmon you are Jjust

describing' are very similar to other salmon 1-—A, The spring salmon are ; not the other
salmon,

Q. You say you have caught grilse 1—A. Yes ; from fiye to seven pounds, T have
caught them. ' .

Q. Have you ever seen any but male salmon that were grilse I—A. These were
male and female I caught. . . o : ) . )

Q. Would you catch any female grilse of four pounds weight1—A, T cannot,
remember. I think 1 caught one of seven pounds weight, .

Q. Would not that be same s salmon on Atlantic coast 1— 4, Yes; very like,

Q. And is not the inale one year in advance of the female in pro-creative work 71— A
Yes; I know the male salmon is.” I never saw any grilse of dog-salinon or cohoes, The
spring salmon run according to their age, Up to seventy or eighty pounds,

- ‘). The smolts only descend the river; they do not ascend ?._A. No: I never
knew of one to do £0. , , . .

-Q And at what period do grilse first come in the river after coming down ag
smolts #—A. That I cannot say. [ have taken grilse in April ; that is the earliest,

Q. Do you know the accepted idea that prevails in Great Britain that grilse go
up very soon after being a smoltf—A. Yes; I know that in some cases it iy very
short. ~ Some smolts may go down in the fall and up in the spring as grilse,

. n , i 7 n Cowichan River, very
like the English salmon t—A. Yes; they are very ntuch alike.

- They come in the months of April, May, and June in eastern provinces, and
then-spawn and go back again!—A. Yes. Hero they come in December and J. anuary,

Q. Yes; that is on account of their being so much winter 1-—4. Yes ; probably,

Q. And you think spring salmon will take the fly at the proper time—when would
that bet—A. In January, Februa y and Marceh, T should say. . .

Q. When they come in first, they will take the fly readily 1—A, Oh, no ; not in
Skeens. They will in Cowichan, The water in the Skeena is too muddy. There are
some half dozen rivers in British Columbia \\:Ihere you can catch them with the fly.
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Q. Then another river like the Cowichan, running into the sea, would give angling
sport, if practiced 1—A. Yes. The Nanimo Riveris-another. It isa practice there to
go fishing for cohoes. It has been for nine or ten years—1I mean with the fly. .

Q. I think, sir, as far as iy knowledge goes, your statements are identical with
what you made yesterday I—A. Yes; I don't see any difference.

Q. INustrating more strongly, perhaps, that the spring salinon is quite like the
other salmon in the eastern provinces?—A. Yes; except the cohoe salmon. It
resembles grilse very much, but afterwards get more of a larger species, ,

Q. Do you think cohoe a separate species of the salmon family with spring salmon?
—A. Noj; many things are alike, but his flash is drier and his bones and vertebrae are
different—his fins, ete. .

Q. Would it not be because he is slighter and smaller 1—A. They vary much in
different rivers. ' :

Q. Then spring salmon is red when it comes in, but afterwards gets white in
flesh, and enters in April, May, and June?—A. FEarlier in the Cowichan River; in
January. - ' - '

Q. Aud the cohoe 1—A. In June, but the cohoe is much whiter than the others.

Q. Yes, but they change like the spring salmon 1—A. Yes, they do.

Q. The reason of asking these questions, Mr. Green, is simply to find out informa-
tion—you know in England much wealth is made out of the rivers leased for angling
and in eastern Canada the same way, but here—have you any rivers where this can boe
done, because if so, you have another source of wealth which it would be advantageous
to foster —A. Yes, but I hope you will not tax me for having found it out.

GEORGE VIENNA, a native of Greece, residing in British Columbia since 1838,
a fisherman for 28 years, was duly sworn.
By Mr. Higgins: .
Q. Where do you fish when you are at home—up .the arin 1—A. No, outside—not
in the arm at all. - :
Q. What do you fish with—small seines I—A. Nets of one and one-half inch mesh.
Q. What do you catch —A. Herrings, flounders, smelt, big salmon.- ’
Q. Do you catch a great many 1—A. Sometimes,
Q. How long ago is it since you gave up going out to fish1—A. Twenty-three years
and I have been keeping store since. - :
Q. Do you ﬁmf fish getting scarcel—A. Sometimes, but if they get scarce we
change places. - ‘
Q. Are there plenty of fish now1—A. Well, if they are ¢aught every day the fish
get scarce. . : )
Q. You think there is too much fishing?—A. Well, there are too many people
fishing. Lo
(g. Do you get any fish from Puget Sound $—A. Oh, sometimes—the oulachon
principally. . o '
Q. Small flounders +—A. No, only oulachons. :
. Q. Do you buy any fish that are caught up the arm or in Esquimalt Harbour §—
A. No, we get them from Saanich and Cowichan sometimes.
Q. I wish you would show him the sizes of the mesh, Mr, Chairman. Mr. Wilwot
proceeded to show the witness the diagram on file showing the different relative sizes of
meshes. ’ SRR ‘

By M. Wilmot :

Q. Well, which of those sizes do you use?—A. I think we use all kinds of mesh
here. ‘

By Mr Higgins: : ,
Q. Do you ever use smaller than a half inch3—A. Yes, fo:_.phrimpe. ’
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Q. What size do You use in your nets mostly 1— A, We use herring nets mostly .
we use all kinds except the balf-inch—sometimes we use it, but only for shrimps.

Q. What do you get in one and a quarter!— 4. Oh, small kinds.

Q. Herring and smelt 14 No, not at all.

Q. What kind of mesh have you in bag of the seine1-_ 4. Oh, about one and s -

quarter in back side

.. Q. Point out winich it will bet.—A, Well, sir; T cannot tell from that (the diagram)

—1t you show me the nets I wil] tel] you.
2. Q. Did you ever get fish from the avm years agol—A. Yes, I used to fish myself
up the arm—up as far as the second bridge.
Have you ever been in Esquimalt Harbour?—_ A Oh, yes: we used to draw
nets through the harbour— byt now.we cannot fish-—there are tog many lines,
By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. How do you know the tishing is reduced, from the fish you used t catch to
what you catch now —A. Well, we used to have 25 buats, but now we have only a few,

By My, Armatrong :

: Q. Do fishermen catch any yoimé; salmon in the nets now 1—A. Yes; of course if
they find them they catch them, _

—

Mr. BEAUMONT BOGGS, a native of Nova ¥.uiia, 7 years in British Coluinlsia,

a broker, and resident of Victoria, was duly sworn,
' By Mr. Wilrot ;.

Q- What have you to submit to us, sirl—A. T reside on the shore of Victoria
Ammn. ‘T take pleasure in trout fishing and since my residence in Victoria have tished in
Victoria Arm.  Some three years ago, in April, 1887, I complained to Capt. Lewis, the
Dominion officer, of the fact that nets were spread ‘across the mouth of the Arm above
Point Evert's Bridge ; these nets prevented the trout, in my opinion, from reaching the

goes
months I dis two pair of fishermen below my house engaged in spreading their
nets, Iaf’on.s info;:ned themp:as no officer here who could look after them, as txfe fish
inspector was at Westminster, - - :
How long ago was that1—A_ Three or four months ago, I think.

Q. Before yoa had any local officer here 1—A. Yes, I believe it would add a great
attraction to cur Arm if trout were put in there from the hatcherjes and protected for
a certain time and netting prohibited altogether. ; .

Q Is this Arm saline water1—A. No; not altogether. Two small streams run in,

Q. The sources of these streams are puret—A. Yes '

- Q Gravelly bottom? A, Yes; in some Nportions. ‘

Q. Are you acquainted with streains in Nova Sootia t 4. Yes. : .
Q Dotgm resemble them ! A No; I think not. The water is, I think, salty,
I think the bottom in our eastern rivers has more vegetable matter ; that is not muddy,
butmmle.vegetcf Co o )

Q. Small,aoqutic plants growing in them 1—A. Well, here there are some of them,
too. :

Q- Would it bo better if this stream was deprived of acquatio plants1_A. Well,

Ldon’t know. g - : N~
1 Q Doyonthinktbwontrmmsmadnpeed for the breeding of trout and that net-
ting is'diminishing themf—A. Yes '339‘ o ‘ i

Ctoemy -
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Q. Are you acquainted with the different appearances of young salmon and the
small trout —A. No; I cannot say I am. I could not say one was young salmon or
trout. -

Q. Then some may have heen young salmon instead of trout?—A. They may be.

Q. And you think this netting shou%d be prohibited $—A. Yes. I think it is not
exactly the number of fish that are taken as the number of fish that are killed. I have
seon myself near my house great-numbers of young fish floating belly up dead.

Q. Do you know what caused their death1—A. Noj; it was during the days when
these tishermen were netting. , ;

Q. It has been said that these fishermen draw their nets ashore and leave them
there to die 7—A. Well, I believe that is done. :

Q. If you throw fish on shore is it likely to come alive ?-—A. No. ‘ .

Q. And the number of fish thrown ashore become refuse and offal 1—A. Yes, '

Q. As an angler have you fished outside of this Arm1—A. I have fished on Sim’s
River running into Alberni Canal, and on Cowichan River, -

Q. ‘What fish did you catch on Cowichan River1—A. I cannot say I caught’very
much ; my luck was not very good. . ‘

Q. You got “water-hauls 1”—A. T am afraid they were *water-hauls.” I have
seen good salmon caught there with the rod and fly,

Q. In what seasen would that be?—A. T t{ink in April or May. It is some

 years ago.

Q. Then you are aware that salmon are caught in British Columbia with the fly 1
-—A. Yes, . :

Q. (Jocularly) And then that Englishiman who said it was a bad country because
*hey could not be caught with a fly made a mistake -—A. Yes; the Sims (Esmos or
s'milar nae) running into Alberni Canal is really a fine angling river. )

- Q. And then from an angling stand-point do you think trout should be protected
in these rivers ; some say they should be killed off, because they are destructive to salmon
{ry 1—A. Well, that is from a commercial stand-point. I 'think a large number of
persons, wealthy persons, visit this province for the object of sport, and if it was known
all the fish and game of this province were exterminated they would seek some other point,

Q. And if protected and encouraged it would add to the wealth and prosperity of
the country 1—A. I think so. P !

Q. Are you aware that there ave tishery laws for the preservation of trout in
other countries —A. Yes; there is here, too, but there has been no one to see it, was
carried out. y ’ ; )

Mr. WiLnor.—Have the other commissioners anything further to ask 1

Mr. ArM8TRONG.—No ; nothing further. o :

Mr., Wiiror.——Very well ; thank you, sir.

ALEXANDER BEGG, a native of Scotland, four years in British Columbia, and
focty or fitfy years in other parts of Canada, at present a resident of Victoria, and engaged

~ in looking after colonization projects, in particular that of the Scotch Crofters.

By Mr. Wilmot : ) :

Q. Are you, Mr. Begg, identified with the Crofter immigration —~A. I believe Igm.

Q. Well, have you anything to state to this Commission on the subjects under con-
sideration I—A. I have not had much experience 'myself in connection with salmon
fishing, becauso during the salmon fishing time I have been acroes in the old country
looking after this project engaged in. I only know there are a great many kinds of
salmon put up, and know there must be a great deal of offal come from those salmon,
and I have examined the offal that came irom the fish, as it was understood that a
change was to be made in that regard. I also looked into the manufacture of dog-fish
oil on the west coast, where that has been carried on for many years. "~ I visited the oil
refinery or factory on Alberni Canal, and saw how the oil was manufactured there from
dog-ﬁlz, and also visited the Skiddegate pi; fgctoi-y on Queen Charlotte Island, and also
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on the Queen Charlotte Yslands visited the seal oj] factory on Comishaw Inlet. These are
the principal oil factories we have, but they are principally for dogfish oil, and the
refuse matter or solid matter belonging to that oil is thrown away entirely ; it is not

. utilized.”  As so0n as the oil is extracted by steam it is floated up in cold water; the il
s very effectively extracted in that way, but leaves the residue in a sort of gruel, and
80 far it has been found impossible to solidify that product, und so it is thrown away ;
they open a valve into the seq and let it away, so that is quite lost as far as we are con.
cerned. While I was examining that matter, I wanted to find out the different con.
stituent matters in fish that might be utilized 'for making oil and fish guano, if that
+could be done, 8o I procured samples of the different kinds of fsh.  One was dog.fish,
and I put it into a can or vessel ; T also got part of a cod-fish, such as would remain
after cleaning cod.fish for market ; I put that inte another can marked ; I also got some
salmon, and put heads and tails and entrails in the parcel ; T alzo got some herring, and
four samples, and brought them to Ottawa to ave them analyzed, to see if we
could work them to advantage.  The dog-fish, of course, we knew about here, When I
brought them to Ottawa I found, rather to my disappointment, the great Experimental
Farm there would not look at them ; they didn’t think they had tine to look at them,
and they asked me to take them away, - Well, as I did not want to lose my time

seems to be very fully gone into, and giveseverything very fully. (Hands in document,
" Q. Is this the same as appeared in the Colonist the other day! (See pp. 112 an
‘113.)—A. Yes; the same thing, only it is more fully shown in that paper. I thought
it a very good report, but have 10i been able to do anything further since, Still, it is
very evident from that report that, Protessor James is a very able man, and gave it a
good deal of attention, and I have no doubt his views are pretty nearly correct ; at the
same time, I do not think we have the machinery to separate the solid matter from the

used. At present we float the oil out by the introduction of- water, but there may be -
‘some other way that will be better and more easily worked, but it is found at present
that the oil from dog-fish, when cool, gets into a kind of jelly, and so far, it has not been

worked profitably, and I have no doubt those who work it on the Fraser River have -

found it to be correct. i : ) . .
Q. Have you ever made estimates of what would be required to put up an estab-
lishment for this purpose $—A. No; I have not got an estimate, but I think it would

could get from them some information as to how it is managed. o

-~ Q. Do you know if it has been sufficiently eatisfactory to be remunerativel—A,

* Oh, yes; they have been carrying it on for years, ad unless remunerative, they would
not go it.” It was'also tried at Aberdeen, and they made all sorts of essences, eto., ebe,,
but they had to give it up, because they could not get the supplies. Now, the same -
thing would apply to the Fraser River, because, except during the fishing time, there

. would be no supply to carry on the work—the fishing only commences in J une and
July, and as soon as the fishing is over, of course, the offal is done. - Now, it is diﬁem?t
on the west coast, where we have dog-fish_and other fish, etc., and we would expect in
this scheme of colonization that the fishing would be going on all the year, and it would
be quite different to the Fraser River, - , con g ]

- Q. What about the fishing that is carried on affer the sockeye runt? Could not
these fish be utilized 1A Oh, yes; that was my intention in connection with this
colonizatioli schewne-—all kinds would be utilized.. If oil fish, they would be used for
oil ; and if food fishes, they would be used for that purpose. ‘There would be no waste,
whereas in salinon fishing, it is only the choicest parts that are put up in cans, and, of

' coprae,thstmukesit.n_norediﬂicnlt. . 341 o . , Lo
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Q. Have you ever seen reports as to the Aberdeen establishment 1—A. I have seen

ment was'that they could ot get supplied to keep goini: then the machinery was
expensive, etc., Lut it is not.so up nost'., Up in Queen Charlotte Islands oil factories
are still going on there, and they use all kinds of fish to make fertilizer, that they cannot
use for anything else. I think it can be carried on, and in connection with this coloni-
zation scheme, with which I am connected, we have a separate company which will look
after the fish alcogether-—take them off the fishermen’s hands, and see to the marketing
of them, and they will most likely after that part of it, see about the oil, eto.

Q. What inducements are you holding out to immigrants coming herei—A. The
will have plenty of fishing and Work to do, and will be paid for their work, and that is
all a good industrious man_ requires. .We also have made arrangements for advancing
money to bring them out and establish themselves. l . .

Q. Have you spoke of the salmon fisheries I—A. N 0, we have been careful to avoid
any interference with existing interests—the object of this scheme is to establish new
industries and we do not wish to interfere at all with the salmon industry. T

Q. What special manufactures do you anticipate I—A. Well, one of the special ones

was this oil refining, and then anything that comes in the way will be used, if not for
food for something else. . Then another point will be to preserve table fish by cold
storage. . ,
' (82 Then you did hold out inducements that this was a lavge fishing country 1—A.
I told them there was plenty of fish and that they would have work in catching them—
and then the markets would have to be found, and that is the object of this company
that has been formed--to find these markets, : :

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q. Do you know with expensive machinery you speak of that it can be carried on
successfully—that is the oil business +—A. T think so—the oil—that pays.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Do you say the oil pays?-—A. Certainly it does—it pays the man at Serrat )]
and it pays at Clough on Alberni Canal, only that they cannot get supplies—the trouble
is the Indians will not work steady—they go picking ?) and other things, where as cur
fishermen could stay at the business and have work all the year round.

By Mr. Armstrong :

- Q. Do you think the oil made from offal from canneries would pay 1—A. T do not
know if oil from salmon would pay alone, but I have no doubt that with proper
- machinery it would pay from salmon offal, but on account of the short season it would
not pay on account of not being able to get supplies. = .- ~ <
- . Q. Well, from what they speak of humpback fish—1I think you should get plenty
of oil from themt—A. Well, I don’t know is they are fat enough or if there is any oil
in them. ) S : : :
" By Mr. Higgins :

Q. Well, while you were away getting this analysis made, did you enquire where

you were likely to have a market for this manure 1A, Yes, I did—and ¥ believe thero

* are parties who would be willing to take large quantities if they could get it at prices
paid for ordinary manure. S . o .

Q. Was that in England 1—A. In the United States tno, and even in Canada we

find the lands are running out a good deal and require manure, I think that was the
object Professor James had, because he, thought it would be useful for the Dominion.
Tt is a manure of very fine texture and would be easily absorbed by the plant.
Q. With a view to encourage Crofter immigration and provide for ‘people coming
- here as a result of that scheme you would naturally look into the cost of delivery, etc.
of this oil and manure and could you figure out a profit after deducting cost of transport,
ete. 1——A. Tt is'said the value in Ontario is $34 a ton, and that is a price on the basis of
what it will bring. R el LT e T

reports, but I cannot say as to them. The great difficulty of that Aberdeen establish.
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_ Q. Buv what would it vos._t.tagenLLhem!.._‘\_WeH,—dmt—h thie price after all Lhat

- did so0 once.

T-fancy: »

Q. Ts not $30 a ton the most paid for manure-like that 1—A. Yes, about that.

Q.  And would you have to send it across on the Canadian Pacifie Railway 1. A,
Yes, I suppose so. : -

Q. And the freight would be about 15 a ton—more than it would sell for 1A,
Well, T don’t know—T think if the canneries thought of going into it, the canneries

would no doubt be willing to assist in getting the offal and delivering it in scows at — - -

place of manufacture. :
Q. What did you find the freight-would be ony the”Canadian Pacific Railway 1A,

~ Oh, well; T did not go that far—I made a certain allowance for freight, and so much

for labour, ete. .

Q. But I think it would be necessary hefore counting in these things to find out
what it would cost to produce and what it would cost to get to market ! A. Well, that
would have to be added to the cost of production. :

Mr. Hicarss.-—But you would only get about 230 a ton in Ontario for it.

Mr. WiLsor.—But is it a fact that it costs $45 4 ton to take freight down ?

- By Mr. Higgins :

Q. Not Every thing ; steel rails are the lowest ; 218 a ton, and then you would have
to run a secord train of eau-de-cologne to take the smell out of the country. (Laughter)——
A. Ob, it would be deodorized before it was shipped. - I have been at three factories—
at Skiddegate, at Clough and Burrard Inlet, and there is not so much stench from themn,
I don’t know what the one is like on the Fraser River. A

Q. Do you know there were such factories in California, but they never paid, and
that every fertilizer establishment on the Fraser River has always failed 1—A. Well, T
don’t know. I know these establishments at Skiddegate and other places I have men-
tioned have made money. ' .

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q. How many Crofters do you expect to bring out 1—A. Well, we at first thought
1,500 families, but that would not do on account of the cost to bring thiém here, and we
have got the sanction of the Government to reduce the number to 1,000 and that would
give £150 to each family. We do not intend to interfere with any residents, Chinamen
or others. , o

By' Mr. Higgins :

Q. Have you ever sent communications to the Department of Fisheries at Ottawa
in regard to the manufacture of this offal I—A. Yes; I believe I did so.

Q. Did they do eny thing!—A. No; they were very careful not to go into it them-
selves. T think as far as the residue is concerned, when the oil is taken out and properly
steamed, it does not seem to be so very offensive; the great trouble about the odour is
that fish are allowed to stay too long before being steamed. I think after the steaming
process commences it takes away the offensiveness, .

- Q. The offensiveness is then created in the caunery 1—A. I don't know, but if fish
are allowed to stay even a short time, it soon commences to foment and putrify ; that is

_ the reason I want to get them taken away in the same day.

Q. Do you know of any market for this oil in British Columbia?—A. Well, they
sell the dog-fish oil very freely here for many purposes. The salmon oil, I should think,
would be a very digestible oil ; the Indians eat the salmon oil ; the other from dog-fish

of it, and after it is clarified and refined, you could not tell it from olive oil, and I think
the salihon oil would be very fine, - ; :
" ... Q Did you ever offer to pat any capital into the business, Mr. Be{;g A Yes; I ‘
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Q. Did you ever apply for a bonus from the Dominion Government —A. Well, T .
thought it was necessary for us to have a bonus; it was also proposed that cannerymen
~———should-help-in-working it: T ~ -
Q. What did the Dominion Government reply to your request 1—A. Oh, they did'nt
do anything. Thoy are not likely to do much on anything of that kind. .
"~ Q. And you never enquired what freight would be on the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way?—A. No, I did not. I do think there would be a fair fiald in the soutk: for
the manure for tobacco raising, ete. I think $10 a ton was the price to be given and
with my figures, I think there would be no reason for it not succeeding if the cannery-
men would help in the matter. . :
| Q. Have you ever eaten Limburgher or blown butter—A. I do not know, perhaps
I have. ‘ ,
Q. Do you think this fish oil could be used for other purcposes —A. Well, I do
not know, perhaps it could ; it could be rectified ;-1 remember in that place where the
oil from bones of horses was made that it came out as clear as oniid he. '
Q. Did you taste it7—A. No; I did not.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. You know coal oil is vely offensive in its crude state 1---A. Yes.

Q. Do you know that by deodorizing and cleansing it can be made into the finest -
articles on the market —A. 1 do, sir.

Q. And you think, if properly treated, a good article could be made from those
fisht—A"Yes, 1°d677 T think the oil can beo clarified; and especially the oulachon
weuld make an excellent oil, ' :

By Mr. Higgins :

Q. I do not suppose, Mr. Begg, if you were in the cannery business you would feel
that you were treated rightly if the Governnient or any other power compelled you to
convert that offal into oil or something clse, at a loss I—A. Well, I don’t know ; Idont
suppose the Government will insist upon them producing oil and guano from them, I
understand all they insist upon is that it shall not be thrown into the rivers; I am not
aware that they insist upon it being converted into il or gusino, :

"By My, Wilmot: )

Q. As you have been asked if you were a canner, now, if you were a farmer, what
would you do ?—A. T would certainly complain about them,
Mr. WiLsor.—That will offset the other.

By Mr. Higgins ;

Q. Well, I wili give you another ; if, as is supposed, Mr. Begg, you lived along a
slough which was almost stagnant and wheve all the refuse from kitchens and closets
were thrown in, would you drink that water and expect to enjoy good health, even with
the addition of a little whiskey 1-—A. No, I would not, even with a little whiskey in it,
but I understand the Fraser River is a large stream and has a rapid current and all — ——
stuff like that would be carried off, v
Q. No, sir; I am talking of a sluggish slough almost stagnant, and I am asking
you a 311esbion, if, after drinking that water, would you wonder at people getting
typhoid fever I—A. No, T would not. '

- By Mr, Witmot :

_ Q. But if befors the canmeries were put there and no offal was thrown ini—A. I
should think th offal would help it. : -

Mr. HicziNs.—But suppose before these canneries were there, there were no
inhabitants to suffer from it and even then the water was stagnant and undrinkable,

Mr. WiLyor.—Oh, well, never mind ; with the offal it has got worse; .before it
was not 80 bad I suppose ; let us get on with business. )

Mr. BeGe.—I have nothing further to submit to the Commission,
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Mr. HiGo1x8.—T wish Mr. Ladner to be ca
= = M. WiLsor. —] would draw the attention

gentlemen ?

Mr. AR¥sTRONG.— Wel]
évery one to come agein, and we are not going
same story repeated over and over,

would be willing to get all information of valye,
of matters sincs giving my evidence the other d
Commissioners, bt if You don’t want to hear it,

they want to, and go over the same story.
all matters, .. . _

" Mr, Anusrnoxo.ft\\’ell:‘j-ou were here on
——matters in thén 1 ~ We allowa

evidence occurs to him, and it may be very impo
Now what are we 6 infer? We come here day

-thought on certain points, etc.
Mr. Ladner has already been up two or three tiy
here, Mr. Ward will come again, :

Mr. Warp.—I don't, want to, sir. I would
Chairman would not want to hear me again,

broken this afternoon. . I think I should have

this afternoon. I offer Mr. Ladner as an important wit;
Important evidence can he obtained from a witness vhat does it matter if he is called
f a dozen times. | certainly say that we should hear Mr. Ladner

Mr. ABMSTROXG.—\VeH, but Mr. Higyins, you know we cannot %0 on hearing
everybody that éomes along.  The fishermen in Westminster

- Mr. WiLsor.—I think we should keep to the rule.. Mr. Ladner has already been

* heard two or three times, and if we hear him again we will ¢
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led,
of the Commission

Ladner has heen up two or three times, (To the Commisqioners)u—“"lmt do you say,

Mr. Wagrp (from audience).—T vould say, Mr. Chairman, that you stated last
night that if any gentleman had anything further to say
thought of matters ufter giving mine that T would like to give ‘at fu
, if we hear you, Mr. Wand, why we
to stay here day after day t0 hear the

Mr. Warp.——It is very apparent then, Mr. Chairman, that it is not intended to
make this enquiry exhaustive, We certainly expected that t}

ay which I would

why all right ; but— T think
Mr. ARMSTRONG.-—MT, Chairman, I am opposed to this. My, Ladner has been
heard before, and I ihink we should not go on allowing every one to

Mr. Warb.—You don’t want a full enquiry, it is obvious 5 you don't want to hear -

the st:;il(l. Why

you to put in papers and anything you like,
< Mr. WaRD.—Yet I do think after a witness has heen ‘ex

Mr. WiLsor.—Well, there is 1o use making a speech about it,
sir, to order. The rule was established that we would not hear witnesses repeatedly.
If Mr. Ladner is allowed to come _

nes.

not come. I can well understand the

Mr, WiLsvor.— Well, perhaps T would not be in the mind to let
Mr, Hicains.—Pardon me, Mr. Chairman, I have

a word to say, M

you would hear him, I

e Commis'sion, when here,
Now, I know myself I have thought

amined, I think if more
rtant, I think it should be taken again.

: after day, and we hear other men giving
their evidence, and questions which may not have heen Put to us lead us to a e of

a word to say.  That rule was

138 on important matter. If

didn’t ask for this.

nly have to go over the

to the fact that Mr.

rther length,
will have to allow

like to state to the

come up as often as

could you not put

I must call you,

you do so,

r. Green was called

_ whole 1 thing with most of the-other witnesses here,

heard ¢
Mr. ArsstroNG.—I say no,
Mr. WiLsor.—I say no,
Mr. Hio1¥8.—I say yes.

your actions in conducting this inquiry are shame
Mr. -Wu.xor.——Order, sir; I call you to orde

Mr. Warp (excitedly).—No ; Idon't want t
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ublicly, you are acting disgracefully. -However, we are done with
now, I for one, shall not attend your meetings again.

Well, T put it to the Board ; what do you say, gentlemen, shall

Mr. Hicerns.—~That will do, Mr. Ladner, the Loiission refuses to hear you. .
Mr. WABD.——Gentlemen, let me ray that you r-cailed Mr. Ewen half a dozen times
and Mr. Port two or three times in New Westminster, and I consider Lps js i

oful,
r.

Mr. Warp (oontemptuously).w()h, yes; I will keep order.
Mr. ArustroNG.—Let me tel) You, Mr. Warg

» YOu are not runnin,

0. I shall not both,

you for good ; for I

Mr. Ladner be re.

g this Commission. .
er you. I tell you. ..
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(Mr. Ward, accompanied, by soine others, here loft the room. Remarks were inau-
dible, owing to more or less noise, ant: several persons speaking at the same time.)
Mr. ArustroNa.—I move that this Commission adjourn altogether. ,

Mr. Witsor.  Shall we adjourn--meeting again on Monday morning—if theso
gentlemen have any new evidence to give? '

Mr. ArustroNG.—No witnesses over again. - If you have any new witnesses, we
will hear them, but not the same persons over again.

Mr. J. H. Toop.-—But, gentlemen, is is rea ly your intention to forbid any person
supplementing his evidence in any way, if this Commission continues sitting 1 :

Mr. ArMSTRONG.—Well, but Mr. Todd, how long will this goon? You never saw
such a thing allowed in any comt in the country. ~

Mr. Topp.—Well, T have been present in a good many courts where counsel has
re-called the same witness to give fresh evidence on the same case.

Mr. ArwstroNG.—Well, just give me an instance.

Mr, Topp.—I cannot cite an instance off-hand, but I will bet you $100 that it is
often done. . ‘ . ‘

Mr. WiLnor.—This is not a betting community, sir. Well, gentlemen, shall we
adjourn until Mondny morning or not! What do you say 1 .

Mr. HicaiNs.--Yes ; till Monday morning. .

Mr. ArusTrRONG.—Well, but are there any new witnesses? I was prepared to
finish up here to-day, and adjourn from here to Nanaimo, or elsewhere. ’

Mr. WiLnor.—Then T suggest that we adjourn till Monday morning, if we have
new evidence. i : &

Mr. Hicaixs.—Well, Mr. Chairman, I have new evidence from Mr. Ladner, but if
he cannot come, I will call another witness. I will telegraph for him, if necessary, and
have himn down.

Mr. WiLvor.—Well, that is all right. )

Mr. Higains.—I¢ is not all right. It is all wrong. You are both acting ina
barsh, arbitrary manner, and I am very sorry that I accepted a seat at this board, after
the way I have seen matters conducted here. You are both acting altogether wrong.

The Chairman declared the Commission adjourned at 3.43 -p.m., until 10 am,,
on Monday, 7th March, 1893, at the same place. . ]

Buarp oF TrADE Roosis, .
Vicrorua, B.C,, Tth March, 1892,

o .‘[oming Session. ‘
The Commission was convened and called to order at 10.15 a.m.

. Present: Mr. 8. Wilmot, in the Chair ; Commissioners Higgins and Armstrong,
and Mr. Secretary Winter. )

Mr. WiLuor.——Before any business is transacted, I wish, gentlemen, to read to you
the following statement.:— ‘ :
——— — ———“Mr. Wilmot-begs-to submit-for the consideration of - his - associate Cominissioners
- of this Royal Fiskery Commission, appointed to investigate matters in relation to the
salon and other fisheries of British Columbia, the following, viz.: ‘

“ That this Commission having been formed by the Dominion Government for the
purpases above mentioned, but more particularly as regards the salmon fisheries on the
Fraser River, where alnost the whole of the «complaints have originated which brought
about the appointment of the Commission, and as the sittings of the Commission have

~ been openly held there in the court house and town hall during ten days, in whic(llt some
fifty or sixty witnesses, comprising canners, fishermen, and others, were heard in relation to
the above mentioned complaints ; and as the Commission adjourned to the city of Vic-
toria to obtain further in?on'na.tion, and has had four days sittings in the room occupied
by the Board of Trade, and has taken evidence from canners, their agents and brokers,
fishermen and others, and as tio’furt.her‘nev:;videnoe is* forthcoming, it is expedient in
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the interests of the British Columbia Fishing .
journ to mwet at Nanajnio on Wednesday next, unjess fuand

understood that whichever place of
made upon the days mentioned as mast convenient 1o Mr. Higgins, and thar telegraphic
despatches be sent at once giving notice of the meetings "

’ Mr. Wixor {continnin

g).—1 put that forth as explanatory of our prograsive of
buriness. I submit this for your consideration.
Mr. H

1561x8.-—Let it lie over Mr. Wilmt for a few minvtes I would ask that
the Secretary read over his notes of Saturday’s evidence in regard to the discussion upan
the question of re-hearing Mr. Ladner. '

SecrETARY. 1 would say, k

/e more or Jess confusion
, a5 well as the fact that wuch was not evi

0t evidence direct ; sage perscn’s
remarks may be found wanting in my report. . :
Mr. Hiceixs—1 wish it read »s you have it in Four notes; that part referring 1o
Mr. Ladner.

The Secretary thereupon read over the portion of Saturday’s evidence referring 1, .
the question of hearing Mr. Ladger.

Mr. WiLnor.— Are the Minutes correct !

Mr. HiG1xs.—1 have no fault to find

with them. (Continving). - 1 labour under
disadvantage, as YOu ace aware, to hear this evidence of this Commission. T wrote the
de_pn_rtment to say that I could 3 i

0ot leave Victoria unti) 15th April, w0 sit on this Can-
3 sittings go by default i of conrse, it will be
oonsidered that the majority of the Commissign were present, but I was obliged 1o let
ma.nyoilbmhqwg.lmqysaylhammﬂﬁud Mr. Ladner's evi .
is here under his own expense i ity evidence to give. Now, Iput -
it to you, gentlemen, that T want to brar this evidence. iy i

¥
- Ladoer. I have thought over it and I think
tbe('ommimionsbouldyieldthis;minttome,andsoluufmman ing

‘ —=Well, I may state for your information that I have jnstrocted the
Stenograhper to get u

P 85 many pages at can begirenymwda_vxndlthink)lr.
Ladner's and others will be included in them,
Mr. Hicoixs Yes, but I want tohear Mr. Ladner's new evidenoe, and I know in
courts of law it is often the case.
Mr. Azwsreoxc. _But Mr. Ladner has bezn called three times. :
My Hmclxs.—“'eﬁ, but still even if called three or four times what matier—he
'luisneteridwcea.ndlﬁsbtphegrit = ~

Mr. WiLaor. —Naq, of course We cannot arrive at a conclusion withoat it

Mr. Hicerss ell, bmt here is Mr. Ladner’s eviden
I will pledge my word to Mr. Wilinot and you {to Mr.
M. Laduer any but new questions.

Mr. Ax
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Mr. Hicoive.—But this is a public enquiry—there is no third party. But I will
say, call Mr, Ladner, and no other man will be called.

Mr. ArMsTRoNG,—Well, T object to it. These people knew perfectly well this
Commission was going to be held—they have known it in Victoria for two weeks, and
they have not attended to their business if they don’t know.

Mr. Hiecins.—But, Mr. Ladner is a river man,

Mr. ArustroNg.—Well, he has been here three or four times.

Mr. Wiwor.—I find, Mr. Higgins, your statement is perfectly correct and that
you wrote the department on the 21st January that you could not leave Victoria to sit -
on the Commission until 15th April, owing to your duties in the Legislative Assembly.
The Minister was away from home at the tiwe and I telegraphed him, and I want to
show that there is no attempt to do anything out of reason in connection with the
fisheries of this province—I state this ro the province will not take a wrong view of
the actual case.” Now, I find from this file of papers, containing the whole record of the
case, that on 26th January, this message was sent to Lt.-Col. Prior and T. Earle, M.P.’s.

*“ Would be greatly obliged if you would let me know if new Commissioners are
ready to act at once, if they are, Mr. Wilmot will go to British Columbia without delay
~—if not, it will be necessary to cancel commission as far as this season is concerned.

(8igned) CHARLES H. TUPPER.

And in reply to this, the following answer was received :—

“Victoria, 27th January--New Commissioners ready to act—cannot you send one
_ from departinent who is unbiassed—Wilmot’s opinion already formed.

(84.) THOS. EARLE E. G. PRIOR,

To this the Minister replied from Halifax, 29th January :—

“ Answer Earle and Prior in my name, and say Mr. Wilmot is in my opinion the
most competent officer in the department, and on no condition would I name another
for the purpose. . v . o
(8d.) CHARLES H.YUPPER. -

Mr. WiLnor (continuing).—I wish fo be particular and precise, because there seems
to be very strong feelings here, and I wish if there is ariy doubt in the matter, it should
rest in the right place and not in the wrong one.  Then, after receipt of Mr. Higgin's
letter, stating he could not sit until after the 15th April, unless the meetings were held -
in Victoria, I telegraphed the Minister as follows :— .

“2nd February.—Higgins writes required as Speaker in Victoria till 15th April,
If Commissioners sit there can attend meetings. Information sent you to avoid possible
complications.” Shall I proceed at once1” Oh, previous to this, I find on the 30th
January, messages were sant to both Mr. Armstrong at New Westminster and Mr.
Higgins at Victoria :— ' . :

“ Will leave here to meet the Commission early next week. i

R .(8d.)  «8. WILMOT.”
Then on the 2nd February, in reply to my message of the same day, the Minister wired
me as follows :-— ) .
“ Proceed British Columbia and hasten proceedings of Commission.

- “CHARLES H. TUPPER.”

On the journey over from Ottawa, of course, I telegraphed to Mr. Armstrong, at West-
minster, being the first place at which the cars would stop :—
" “ Have you made any arrangements for meeting at Westminster or Victoria?’
And the answer was : *“ Call at Westminater,” and I did so. I then tried to make
arrangements where we could organize, and I ran back and forward two or three times
between Westminster and Victoria to get the Commissioners together, and at last suc-
ceeded, and Mr. Higgins came to Westminster on Thursday morning, 19th February,
and we proceeded to work Friday and Seturday, from 10 a.m, to 10 pm: Mr. Higgins
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~ Was anxious to get along as much as possible and s were we, Mr. Higgius had then. ...
to come to Victoria to attend to Pnrliamenmry business ; there was no objection to pro- .
ceeding with the business, . »
Mr. Hiceins.—None whatever. .
Mr. WiLsor.—We then proceeded with the business all the followingy week and
*hen came over here. We have been here four days, and at times it has been ditticult

ested in putting questions to witnesses—

Mr. Ritner.—No, sir; no, no. . ' ;

Mr. WiLnoT.——Pardon me, sir; [ am mldressing the Board. .

Mr. RITHET.—Yes; but we are going to deny anything not correct that we hear.,

Mr. WiLxor.—Well, I submit this paper embodying my views as to the further
carrying on of the husiness (referring to statement handed in"and read at opening of
day’s proceedings).  Now, in this case of Mr, Ladner’s, unless exceptionally new matter

Mr. Hicains.—Well, weareo very much obliged to you, Mr. Chairman, for your very
true history of the carrying on of the business ; but yon have avoided the real matter at
izsue. Mvr. Ladner's evidence is very important, and I do not think you are treating me
right in not hearing this evidence, ‘Why should I be deprived of hearing this witness !

T cantot make up my wind as quick as you gentlemen,

Mr. ArwstroNg.—Thank you, sir, thank you.

Mr. Hicains.—Well, really cannot see why you cannot allaw me to hear him,

Mr. Arustroxa.—Well, T have no doubt that if this evidence is heard in West-
minster, there would be a_ great many people there, too, who would wish to come
forward, and then I do not think it would throw any particular light upon this matter.

_ Mr. Hicoins.—Well, I must say, if I had sufBcient spirit, which every one knows
I have not, I would retire from this Board at once. You will not hear my witness,
Then the Commission is sitting at the wrong tine of the year altogethier. I have been
unable to hear much of the evidence, being obliged by my other duties to be absent.

Mr. ArNsTRONG.—Well, excuse me, We cannot go” on hearing the same persoms
over and over again, and if we allow one, we will have to allow many. Besides, Mr.
Ladner has been heard several times already. o

Mr. WiLsor.—One matter I biust correct, and that is this: on hehalf of the
Government who were instrumental in forming this Comnmission, at the request of all
the members of Parliament of British Columbia, you should not make remarks that it
is the wrong time for the Commission to sit.  This thing has been urged for some three
or four years, and I think this is the third set of Commissioners who have been appointed
but who would not act, and then after appointment, the Minister wired Messrs, Earle
and Prior, M.P.’s for Victoria : Would be greatly obliged if you would let me know'if
new Commissioners ready to act.” Now, what was the reply to that! Messrs. Earlo

* and Prior stated: © Fishery Commissioners ready to act.” Thereupon, the Minister
telegraphed Mr. Wilmot to proceed at once. Now, if they were not ready, or anything
wasin the way of the Commission going on to business, why could they not teleyraph
and tell us.  And I think that everything has been done that could have been done in the
matter, / ’ -

_ Mr. Hice1xs.—1 have no complaint to make, and although I think the Government

* has done everything they could, but here T am not allowed to hear my witness:

Mr. WiLsor.—Well, we are here as public persons, Mr. Higgins, and not as private

rsons. ) ,
P Mr. ArusTRONG.—Well, I think if Mr. Ladner wanted to give evidence, he could
have given it in New Westminster. ‘ \
Mr. Hiceins.—Well, will you hear him in’ New Westminster H
Mr. AruerroNc.—We will consider it if he comes up there.
Mr. WiLnor.—If Mr. Ladner asks to be heard at Westminster, and if a majority
oftheBourduyshewﬂlbebeard, hewil‘u);received. ,
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- Mr. HigaiNs.—Oh, fie, Mr. Wilmot, I enter my protest against these proceedings.
T will have it out at Ottawa, if I have ta go there and pay my own expenses. An
unjust proceeding, that I am not to be on the same footing as you other gentlemen, -

Mr. ArmsrroNG,—It was your own fault, sir; why could you not have attended
the sessions? B Co ‘

Mr. Hi6o1Ns.—Well, you know very well my other duties have prevented me.

Mr. WinMor.—1I think none of you gentlemen have any complaint to make of me.
I have alwiys been on hand. .

Mr. AwmsTrona.—Well, have you any witnesses 1

Mr. Hiaeins,—Wel), I call Mr. Ladner, - If you object to it, I want it to go on the
Minutes. Is Mr. Ladner’s evidence objected to ? _

Mr. ArusTroxg.—Objected to.

Mr. WiLnor.—Objected to. .

Mr, Hicains.—Very well, Mr. Laduer, it.is declined to hear you.

. M Wu.uor.——Welyl', now about this matter which I have laid before you, I
thought it should be before all the Board. Now, in regard to our adjournment to
Nanaimo or Vancouver, as far as I am concerned, it will be made to suit the conveni-
ence of Mr. Higgins, either on Friday or Saturday. We have heard that evidence will
be forthcoming at those places. . . ]

Mer. ArmstroNe.—I am willing to leave it to Mr. Higgins's convenience.

- Mr. Hieoxs—Well, T think I can be at Nanaimo on Saturday. -

Mr. WiLyor.—But my proposition was that we adjourn to-day to commence at
Nanaimo on Wednesday ; therefore, if we adjourn to-day to meet either at Nanaimo or
Vancouver at your convenience, we will send telegraphic despatches to these places
that the Commission will commence at a certain time at these points. ‘

Mr. HigeiNs.—Well, but I cannot be there, - :

Mr. WiLMor.—Well, but cannot you say if you will be at Nanaimo or Vancouver
on Friday or Saturday : ; '

Mr. Arusrroxa.—But if Mr, Wilmot is to have sittings at both places this week,
I think Nanaimo is the most important place and I would prefer we all met there.

Mr. Hiaaixs.—On Saturday 1 < c

Mr. ArMsTHONG.-—Yes, on Saturday. I think there is more fishing round Nanaimo
than Vancouver. o "

Mr. Wipsor,—Well, gentlemen, T am at your diaposal. If you think it is neces-
sary to wait until Friday or Saturday, all right. I would also like to suggest to my
brother Commissioners that it will be important for the Commission to get down the
Fraser River and see these localities we have heard of ; T think we should do so.

. Mr. ArM8TRONG.— Yes, I think we should go there, : -

Mr. HiGeixNs (jocularly).—Well, in consideration of Mr. Armstrong’s toe, I think

we should go where he says. T o ' N
- Mr. ArMsTRONG.—But is it not possible, Mr. Higgins, you could make it conveniént
to come and go down the river with us.

Mr. Hicains.—1I could go on Sunday. .

Mr. ArusTroNG.—I object to that decidedly ; we cannot go oit public business on
Sunday. . : R ' '

Mr. Hige1ns.—Oh, then we will take a chaplain. (Laughter.)

Mr. WiLmor.—Well, gentlemen, now where will we say. Which will you prefer,
Nanaimo or Vancouver -0 . ) B

Mr. Higains.—I cannot be there on Wednesday ; well, T raise no question ; set
your own time and place ; I can be at one place on either Friday or Saturday, _ :

Mr. WiLmor.—I think it will be most important for the Commission to sit at
Nanaimo or Vancouver. - There are important sea fisheries there, but if you do not -
think it advisable to go there, why say so. I am perfectly well aware that cannerymen

~ and others are looking forward anxiously to the report from the Commission, and I
think we should expedite business. S

Mr. Hicorns.-—Well, I think I will go to Vancouver. . - L e

. Mr. WiLxor.—Well, then we shall record that the Commission will adjourn to-day

to meet st Nanaimo on Wednesday and th;go adjourn te Vancouver at 1-p.m., on Friday.
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Mr. ArMsTRONG. —I think Mr. Higgins should come to Nanaimo,

Mr. Hicoiys.—I prefer to go to Vancouve:, :

Mr. WiLxoT, —And that telegraphic despatches be sent to the papers at Nanaimo
and Varconver giving notice to that effect. : :

Mr. ArMsTRONG.—It would be important 1 insers jn the notice where we should
Ineet at those places, i S

Mr. WiLuoT.—Can any gentleman give us any information about these places
where we could meet ! i

Mr. Hiao1xs.—Could you not say Saturday at Vancouver}

Mr, WiLnor.—Well, T make this proposition—that we meet at Vancouver at 1
P-m. on Friday and take such evidence ns will offer, but that the evidence will be read
over to Mr. Higgins the following day, * >

Mr. RiTaET. I wish to be called to give evidence on a point on which I did not
give evidence the other day.

Mr. ArwsTRONG.—We have not settled this point yet.

Mr. Ritaer.—Oh, 1 thought you had. . , ’ :

Mr. ArwstroNG. I think we should meet Saturday at 10 a.m., at Vancouver, and
Nanaimo at 10 a.m., Wednesday.

Mr. Rrrager. -1 repeat my question to be heard upon a point upon which I was not
questioned when I gave evidence.

Mr. ArMsTrONG.—It is the same question.

Mr. Ritaer.—Oh, no; it is quite a different matter—I would not ask the Com.
mission to be put on the stand on tl  same question, but it is upon a matter which was
1ot put to me which was put to others—it is but one point,

Mr. ARNSTRONG.—-Oh, no; if we hear you we will have to hear others.

. Mr. WiLsor.—Yes, if the rule is once broken there can be no deviations from it
and as Mr. Armstrong has stated the other day, if any one has anything to say let him

)

Mr. Rivner.—Bat I want to give this under cath as other evidence has been given,

Mr. HiGaixs.—Oh, well ; you can put it in writing and then make an aflidavit
under cath before a magistrate. (Continuing-perusing evidence given at Westminster).

~ Now here it has been stated that no one waa called the second time, and here is the
evidence that at Westminster, Mr. Port wase called a second time and heard.

-Mr. WiLwor.~=Exactly; but the majority of the Board consented to it—in the pre-
sent case the majority of the Boand do not-consent to it s
- Mr. Rituer.—Well, but if you are not going to hear me, can you be surprised that
we. have such opinions of this Commission ? ' C
. Mr. Wluor,~Well, Mr. Rithet, when any man comes forward to give evidence
we ask him his name, etc., and then he is asked if he hss any matters to state to us
Mr. RitHET.—Yes, I remember that, but this point has arisen to me subsequent to
my giving my evidence—I was not cross-questioned on this point, and I heard it given
by other parties, and it was not given as intended to be given. )
Mr. WiLsor.—Well, but how can you give a statement under ocath to contradict
another man’s evidence 1 ) -
Mr. Hicoins..-What ? Why Port has done this in Westminster,
Mr. Rrraer.—1 am going to give my statement from figures. My application is
noted both by the press and the stenographer for the commission—I have done my
~duty—I will have further to say about it later, B
"~ Mr. WiLnor.—We regret very much sir, to say that we must adhiere to the majo-
 rity wishes of the Commission. . o ’
Mr. Rrrugr.—My application is declined —am I to understand it to that offect 1
Mr. WiLnor.—Your application is declined. -
~ Mr. Riraer.—(sarcastically). Thank you, sir. ,
’ Mr. Hicorva—Well, T wish it inserted in the minutes that I vote for everybody
being heard. » 351 . ’ RN :
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Mr. ArusTroNG.—I fear if we allowed these persons to be heard they would ineri-
minate each other. ' R : _

Mr. WiLsor.-—1If the question arose ampng some ignorant fishermen or persons not
conversant with the rules of public order, but heré are gentlemen versed in matters .con-
nected with the conduct of public business, and if we heard all persons repeatédly, why
it would take all summer. -

Mr. Riruer.—But I am in order, sir. T come to speak on facts.

) Mr. WiLyor.—And it is equally advisable for the authority to say they shall not
be heard. : :

Mr. HicGixs.——How would it do for us to adjourn and take legal advice upon the
matter ‘
7" Mr. ArustroNG.—Well, but we could call in all the legal men in the city, and
would you have them discussing these matters 1 ~

Mr. HicaiNs.—Yes ; have everybody who could give us information. :

Mr. ArustroNe, Well, that perhaps would be all right. I know they would not
agree. - (Laughter.) ‘

Mr. WiLsor.—Well, is there any further evidence 1

Mr. J. H. Topp.—1I wish to be permitted to put in this paper as evidence, the 5th
annual report of the State Board of Fish Comumissioners to the Governor of Oregon,
published by authority, 1891, (See pp. 10 and 11.)

MATTHEW JOHNSTON, a native of Scotland, 28 years in British Columbia,
a resident of Victoria, and manager of the British Columbia Canning Company, was
duly sworn.

Mr. WiLsor.—~Well, sic1—A. I would like to say something on the question of
the impression as to profits made by canners. I have seen it told that the profits are
something enormous ; but having been connected with canneries since 1878, am in a
position to say that is a wrong impression. Itisa very fluctuating business ; some years
fair profits are made, and other years no profits are made, and in the years 1884 and
1885, the losses were 50 heavy, and the business in such & bad state thap mauy cannéries
suspended—some went to the wall altogether, and never resumed operdtions. We have
now to compete with Alaska, where fish is packed cheaper than we can pack, and it is
only by keeping up our reputation that we can make any profits at all.  Last year, I
venture to say, the canners will not make any profit, or if any, extremely small, and
this year the prospects are not much better. - I saw it stated that $5,000 would equip a
cannery or build & cannery. That is utterly wrong. I think if it was stated §25,000,
as about an average, it would be nearer the mark. Then, besides the actual _capital
invested in the canneries, the plant and buildings, etc., one must be provided
with working capital, which is a very large sum, and I think that statement about
25,000 altogether wrong. . That is all T have to say on the subject of the impression
which I see abroad. ; o

Mr. ArvusTrONG.—Well, you see the statement in that. case was & mistake ; you see
another man was altogether wrong.—A. Well, it was not a mistake ; that is another
way of putting it. - . )

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Anything further, sirf—A. Not on that subject. I have something further to
say on the subject of licenses. Last year, as I understand, the regulations that the de-
partment intended to enforce was fair enough : that is, that each cannery should have a

~

- certain number of boats. That in principle seems right enough, but a number of build-

ings, not canneries, obtained licenses also, and those licenses were really used for other
canneries altogether. I thought that was an injustice to us at the time, and protested
to the department, o :
Q. You protested at the time 1—A. I protested to the Fisheries Inspector at New
Westminster, and I helieve the department did not intend that those licenses should be
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‘ Q. You say you think the department did not intend these licenses to be issued for
" these nego(u:ln(llmeries A No; Ido not think it djd, .
Q. 'ou give your reasons, Mr. Johnston1—_ 5 Well, T had a telegram frogn
Mr. Earle on subject, which I can get if necessary, . S
Q Ok, no; your word is sufficient,_ 4 _ Itisa telegras in which he stated that
only those canneries in operation should have licenses, but they were not observed |
ink if the rinciple was observed of giving each ¢, RETY in actual operation a certain
number of licenses——lwenty.ﬁm we hope to get—and only give thuse lioenses 0 canners
actually engaged in business, I think the canners would be satisfied, 3 t fishermen, I
think that it suggestions already made that those licenses should be given only to actual
ishermnen, and one for each boat, made not transferable, but the license fee 1 be equal,

for the purpose of getting licenses 1— 7. | 4o a0t say for mere purfxse of ge:tiu;g
licenses, but they were not Tunning. At the time | wade this complaing, they were not

Q. The'object was then to get the double number L—A. They were Put up anyway.

Q. T remember, Mr. Johnston, hearing that licenses had lxen griven to persous whe
had simply put Up a cannery for the view of getting a double set of licenses—that wag
one of the views ip Ottawa, but I don't know.— AT way £oitg 1o say that another vear
they adopted the principle of issuing licenses acconding to the capacity of canneries, bt
I think we were able to convince the department that was Wrong principle, and, as far
as we were concerned, they gave way and increased our licenses, Of course, if cajacity

was to be taken, we were ready to increase qur CAPACILY to any on the niver, and we

the Fruser River and northern rivers,  Of course, I aw not ay €xpert, and 1 'do poy
- think I need submit Iy views on the offa] question, except that 1 kpge our canneries
do not hurt any one by depositing it in the river,

Q. The reason T asked the names—— A Oh, the names. On the Fraser River,
 Deeside ;7 on Rivers Inlet, one is known ag « Rivers Injet (‘annery " and * Vietori
CQannery,” and we have a fishery there as well known, as the “ Standand ” () or * Wind.
sor” (1) fishery ; on the Skeena, we have the « Aberdeen,” and on the Naas River, va
have a @nnery known as the  Naag River.” - ‘

Q. What is the name on the Skeena ) A. The Windsor Cannery.

Q. The new cannery A, No; it has been in “peration ; it is situated farthes up.

Q. How many licenses do You get for that cannery I A Twenty-two, I think.
We had an equal number wit}; others. ;

© QI 'think other Farties stated about forty 1

. By Mr. Armatrong :
. Q Is Mr. Dempster manager up there ! I'think we have hic frures g Yoo
be is manager of that cannery.
By Mr. Wiliaot - ,
Q. Are seines used in any of these rivers 1 4 Xo; only gillnets,
Q.Seiningisnotcan-iedoni—-.\'o. . o
Q. Your statement is that yon bope to get twenty-five lioenses Do ypn oonsider
that is sufficient to run your establishment 1 — 4 Xo; we would require to get vatside
boats bevond that. T R -
Q- Do I understand you that you would throw open to the river the building of 25
Inany canneries as people might desire, or do you wish to exclude others from bailding
" there Leyond what is now built 1 A: Well, if it lay with me, I would exclude more
canueries, : N . '
- Q. Woll, sir, that is an important matter which MWW&WA
andthuctosg’mm Ithubeeu‘wmd that if new ones were built it wogld -
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effect trade generally and commerce.  Well, now, if twenty-five would be all you ask
for, and there were forty canneries built instead of twenty-two, how would that
.affect you I-—A. I imagine it would be a case of the “survival of the fittest.”

Q. Well, you can readily understand it has been a difficult matter for the authorities
to decide. Persons contend that they should be nllowed to build as many as they like.

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q. Do you think all canneries on the Fraser River should lmve the same numl)er of
licenses 3—A. I think so; that is, we should not hme less than any other canner)

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. And how about the others#—A. Well, we want to be on the same footing as
others.

- Q. You want twenty-five boats, and licenses should be given to fishermen who are
British subjects 1—A. Yes.

Q. And if all these licenses were issued, it would make a great number, and if fish-
ermen got all, would it not affect the river 1—A. I think there should be a certain number. -

Q What number would you gay #—A. T think if the regulation was maintained as
to distance where nets are put in the river, you could limit the boats tlmt could fish on
the rivern

Q. Could you limit the boa *~ certain distances when fish are coming in1—A.
Well, there are regulations to*’ . . “«ct.

Q Yes; but whena la. ;s ¢y . fish is coming in, you could understand it would
be very hard to keep the boate - apart, and thus it is necessary to make a certain
nuimber—3500 or 600, WouldT..drbE’Fuﬁiclmt to protect the river?—A. Well, as I
have stated before, I think the licenses—s0 many given to each cannery, and fees made
equal, and other restrictions, will prevent there being too many boats, and woyld he
suflicient to protect the fiching mterests of the river. |

Q. You are not desirous of going into the offal question 1—A. No.

Q. But I might ask what are your views on the effect of throwmg in this offal on
fish or the human family 1—A. Wel), as regards the human family, I think if I was a
resident at certain parts, I'should not care to be a resident, but in other part.s, 1 thmk
it should not effect. .

Q. How does it affect the town of Delta1—A. Well, our offal does not reach there.

Q. But we are spenking of offal genemlly 1—A. Well I am not prepared to give an
answer as regards the Delta.

Q. Well; if your cannery was situated there 1—A 1 would like to have an oppor-

_tunity of observmg first, before I answer that question.

Q. Have yot formed any views as regards the correctness ‘of the close season I—A.
I have not formed any views, Our managers have expressed themselves satisfied with
the present regulations as it seems to work very well.

Q. It has been represented that it is unfair that part of the Sunday shoul(l be -
allowed for carrying on fishing. Many fishermen have respect for Sunday as a day of
rest, ete., while there is fishing on that day ; many *“.nk it should terminate at 12

‘oelock I—-A. Well, I can only express the general »icw of our ﬁshermen, namely, that

the present regulauon is found to work well.

Q. You think the licenses should be nnn-transferahle 1—A. I think not,

Q. And the fees also should be aliket—A. Yes; for the Fraser Rwer, fisherinen
and canners alike.

Q. Well, as regards the Skeena and Naas Rlver 1—A. I think the present rule
should govern, but if hatcheries are put up, I would be different. Now, at Rivers Inlet
one might be put up,

Q. Oh I forgot toask you that questxon ‘What do you think of the effect of
hatcheriea!—A. I am not able to give an opinion on that subject.

Q. But what do the most of the fishermen and others think. You, as an experienced
man, and having a good deal todo with the fisheries, could you not.tell ust—A. Well, ‘the
general opinion is that it cannot do any harm and may do a good deal of good, but I do

g{ve nny declded opnnon upon xt '




Q. Can you tell us the average catch of your canneries What was the number of
fish taken in ‘the caunery to make vour output - A, 1 ayp HHTY to say my knowledge
is not sutBicient to enable me to give ANY correct answer. ‘ .
- 8y from infonaation You have frun Your workwen A
Well, I have heand, I think, i

) s it takes about lOnrl?ﬁshmaeue;mewuldgﬂ this
information, as we record in our baoks the catch of

each boat, and thay book is at the
disposal of the Commission if they require it ) .
Q. It would be well if you could transeribe

-

from that ok the average number
for the last few years; the object of the Commission is o get all infirmation peesible
upon this question ; T have noticed that many think the object of the department is to
curtail as much as pussible the working of this great industey, bat it js quite incorrect ;
the ~artment does not desire to curtail at al) this great indastry, Have yog unythi
more o say, Mr. Johnston, on any of the

leading questions 1-_ A No; I have mothing
further to say. - v

By Mr. Higgine:

Q. Have you had ANy experience in establiching ar vilery or establishiment for
taking care of ‘this offal?_. A We contributed offa] fram cur canuery for two years, bt
we had no interest in the factory beyond Iutting 250 in it for the privilege of being
allowed 10 give them our offal, - *

- Q Do you kuow the result of ithat vilery 1~ A T have 1o persoual knowledge, Lat
1 have heard it was not a SUCCeRs, . :
Q. How long ago was that !~ A T beard it Jact Year, but I did net think they in-
. tended doing it again. We paid them £30 for reciving it and delivered jt.
Q. Did they ake fish manure out of it - A No; T think they ouly made sape (41,
’ You give amiunt of capital invested ip canneries «i the Praser River
"particulady 14 Well, it is infornation I should not like ¢, give an answer offhand, -
" Q. When could you give it —later on in the day %A I think g,
Q. Would that ie admissible, Mr. Chairinan 1 :

Mr. WiLnor. —Well if he wishes to give this in writing,

Mr. Hisersg - would prefer it being given in evidence, | “think it would be
inconsistent with our practice to have it swory g, We can sdjourn now, and My,
Johnston can come back again

By Mr. Wil - '

Q Wil it answer NOUr purpose, sir, to come againt..g Any time, «ir, it Bnswers
Your purpose, I shall be glad to come in,
-~ Mr Hiceixa —Only that I cannot be here o bear you. .

Mr, Witsor.— Weil, but if he Bave it in writing, would it g dot . o

Mr. Hicoixs — Yes : T presume it would, What I require alery, Mr, Jihnston. I

ould require the amount given for rolling eq;iml-&q keep matiers going. :

: Mr. Witnor.— Well. if he Kives other canneries, it will require ross - exanination,

It might uire investigat 301 0n acornt of other 7
Mr. ;iqmcxxa~“'ell, but uever mind the expenses of other

EX]e canneries— we wagt the
amount of capital inv Iukhunhuqﬁn&mdtbevdmdup&tdimﬁedm
the Fraser River, . T

Mr. Wior. —Well, then, if he culy Eives an opinion, it will cume in a6 informa.
. )lr:Vme;b—,Wdl, but that is what we want io pet at
By Mr. Wilsiot - :

Q. queymanythingfurtberwuy—-“'onldm prefer to put i in witing or

awe-rbeﬁmetbebou-dLA, Just whatever suits yom, sir,
' Byﬂr.iradwny: S : )
‘Q.'Vayieﬂ;pntit-ini‘riﬁng.-A_as\;«ywtﬂ; it will be put in .
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£l
merchant, and resident of Victoria, was duly sworn,

By Mr. Wilmot :

" Q. Have you anything to submit to this Commission 1—A. Well, I wish to submit
the annual inventory of one of the canneries «n. the Fraser River, in which I am
interested, with amount of stock we carry over, amount of plant, ete. o

Q. What cannery is that, sir?—A. The “ Wellington” is one and the * Delta”

FRANCIS PAGE, a native of Scot'and, in British Columbia since 1862, a

also. :

Q. Both on the Fraser River —Yes ; one at the mouth of Canoe Pass, and the
ather at Colithuan Soygh. , -

Q. You are intevested as proprietor, are you1—A. Yes. ’

Q. Well, if you have any suggestion to make—A. I would merely wish to show
the amount of money invested in a cannery, buildings and plant, and stock carried over
and steam-boat, . .

Q. Would you call a steam-boat as part of the plant -—A. Well, no ; but it is pars
of the whole. I would give buildings and machinery and material carried over.

Q. What do you mean by material carried over?-—A. Well, the material we could
not use during the season. '

Q. Not the actual goods carried over t—A, Oh, no. ,

Q. Well, now, value of buildings and machinery 1A, Buildings, 214,965 ;
machinery, 9,530 ; waterial for making cans, etc., 814,098 ; office furniture, 8232,
mess house, $67; steamer, $3,000; total, 341,892. The land we valued at 8150 an -
acre, but to<lay it is worth 3500 for the purposes we use it. .

By Mr. Armstrony :

Q. How much land have you got .—A. Fifteen acres, , v

Q. Oh, but you do not require that much land for a cannery I—A. Well, most of
it is required ; the land is needed for Indians’ houses, ete. -

Q. How muci for the * Delta” caunery -—A. Five ncres.

» By Mr. Higyins: .
© Q. What is t!.e total of that?—A. 341,892, and that is all capital lying idle.
: Phaiel
By Mr. Wilmot : .

Q. How do you mean lyi;lg idle 1--A. Well, we have to carry it over for next
season. .

.+ Q. Can you tell us how many cans of fish you sold last yeari—A. I cannot tell you,
sir, but I could find it out from our agent. : o

~_ Q. If I tell you, sir, cannot I come pretty nearly correct i—A. I don’t know. .

Q. You say the “Wellington” is one?—A. Yes, and the * Delta.” .

Q. Now, cannot you give us an idea ; there were 12,870 cases recorded as coming
out of the ““ Delta” the year before last ; has value of property increased since 1890 to
1801 1—A, I think it has increased.” i -

Q. Well, what was value in* 1890%—.A. Well, this money is what the cannery
cost us. ’ ‘ | ) - . '

Q. Do you say this is invested here or invested last yeari—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you say land is increasing 7—A. This is an inventory of the property.

Q. Precisely, and you say it was worth so much in 1891 ; now, what was it worth
in 18901- -A. 'We have nct valued it at any more than we did a year ago.

Q. Well, what was ycur invoice a year ago1—A. I have not got it “here; the land |

Q. Well, we will let that drop; can you tell us the value of the stock, the canned
salmon, as made 26 ¢ Wellington” cannery 1—A. Well, that is a very hard thing to say;
it depends how much youn pay for your fish, v , ‘

Q. Yes; but if persons keep such an- accurate account they would surely give
figures of pack? 56 ' ‘ =
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Mr. Rovier (from andience)—Now, this just shows the folly of the working of the
mission.  These WAtters are matters which I wiskind 15 ling 10 the nutice of the

as you bave ! |
Mr. Hiseiss.— [ think Mr. Page has snswered these qoestione very satiefactonizy.
By Nr. 4 mstrong :

Q. Do you include the laod in the forty ot thovsand id 1A Cartaicy, the
iand ir valoed at CEL; it is what we paid for it Lot years ago; I have (he inventry
alwo of the “Delta™ CALDETY. ‘ .

Mr. Hic61xs —Then §t is capital invested, '

Mr. Witnor.—Well, as | stated, Mr. Pace, wisy TR IWY 3n pagers with foures
¥ou are hable to crossexamination, otherwise it woukj wa sthow.

Mr. Hico1xs.—f think it is very pood evidenos,

By Mr. Wilir :

Q Have you aaything elee o A [ hase arn invertory of the « iMdta” ae well

Q. And are you Prepared to answer questions ca gt °. A ITharesun bl verr wudd
time to become fainiliar with the vtatement, but I desesay 1his it ag wrentiry of e
cannery and plant of the * Delta ™ ’

Q What does " cannery and plant " wean. ety First «f ol thre do 1he can-

Q And land alen? g, Yes : the hnd_gg»e& in with it :

Buxldmgcandlmd DO T = 1 0]
em bidler. T | e XS

Q. Thbe “ canuery ™ means then Smpdy the bmildirg, (e shedt 4 Y

2 Vers well; goont 3 3« Hagar ™ jaups, 2515 : 1 injee sud G1adng, &O0
Steam-Gitlings, pipes, ete., 8500 14 Eettdes and odle four tudling bl in, 2490 fojcug
for steam PR 3400 145 oonders a1 $5 apiecs, F270: ) m-z-lwq 8t #4850 agione (for
Bat cans) 900, : :

- How larpe are they in sire o A T ol poa CEMEly wll vy s ey e guite
three feer

Q. Hoar deepr oA Pros cxo 1o fome ik, ‘

Q And how wide Aartt— &, Quite throw fimq, foetinuing reading
e £40
aze Sving whew you padl deed

with a rel T suw one ouce fail o & Chinaanas’s bew] yod be thonght it v giive. v 115 3

~

Q. Living or dead traveilers ¢ {(Lacghter) - 3. Ty

Goderoovees... . el &0

" Q. Is that for keeyd g thesn froan peating “ svedbod Lowds TA Okua (L o7,
Q Well, if yom will J0t in the whde gagoor we 90 whe thanf--8 Wiy, % dr
Mr. Riverr.— But these FOpuTe are curs: vediwt vt o kavs them witd; Yo
Mr. Wiiwny.— B i Fou pat in these watzers we aupet Eoeg e eidenve, T waag

Mr. H3oixe — Bt bes i 3 reagdiclstion, world e thar go AR thew Titde

Nr. Wowor. — Well, that B just it 1 dunt thisk u) hieme 1hinem Une BbpERELYY
f&tr\izmingaumm}: Nlu&ﬁmlﬂﬁagﬁﬁsmzﬂniammé:3m.ﬂmmﬂﬁxgw1m
thisin,ifnm,te‘i!]mnﬁderm:mtdmw;m these firmres 3y

Nr. Hricixs — o ¥ put that pager in a6 evidoupe?

(W;tnm demunrs azd Janses ) ) .

' By Nr. Wilsyy : :

@ Give us the pross amozot ; T aa aatiled with tha b ESL340.46 Sur s
“Mh"m‘; . . .
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Mr. Rarngr. — Less the—-—(reninder of sentence inaudible.)
Mr. Anustioxo.--Mr. Rithet, this is'our business, not yours.
Mr. Pace.—The total amount is 237,969.76.

By Mr. Wilmot : .

Q. Do you give us that paper as evidence or not!—A. I cannot part with this
paper, sir. \

By My Higgins :

Q. Now, what is the working capital required to carry on this cannery ; have you
any idea of that I—A. Well, I don’t know exactly how much it costs to put up a case
of salmon ; sume years it costs more than others; last year I guess it cost nearly $4.

Q. Do you remember how many you put up last year--A. About 12,000.

Q. In 1y891 you put up 12,000 i—A. Well, figures cannot lie if put in in evidence.

Mr. ArysTRONG.-—Well, T insist in this, these papers being put in in evidence. In
n court you imust put in any papers you offer,

Mr. RITHET.--A court is a permanent institution, but this is different. o

Mr. Anvstiosa.—I tel you Mr. Rithet we have ull the powers and authority of a
Supreme Court.

Mr. WiLsor.—More tha that we are & Royal Contnissicn.

Mr. Rirngr.——Oh, T know—I have been on a Royal Commission before now.

Mr. WitMor.—Matters given here and submitted to the Government are supposed
0 assist the Governmnent in regulating these important matters and any papers put in
should be left with us.

By Mr. Higgins:
Q. Well now, you say working capacity for 12,000 casesi—A. Yes, about that.

By Mr. Wibnot :

Q. Have you taken that statement from the paper in your hands or not1 A. I
have taken them from this myself. '

Q. Do you put that paper in as evidence t—A. No, I do not.

Q. If you are asked to put that in as evidence you sy nol—A I say no—it does
not belong to me. ‘

Q. Then,you are giving your evidence upon another persons statement ——A. Yes.

Q. Very well, that is all I want to know. T now put it to the Board whether this
evidence given by Mr. Page shall be taken as evidence, unless the paper is given !

Mr. Arverroxe.—1I say it is not evidence at all.

Mr. Hicoins.—1T say it is most important evidence.

Mr, WiLsor.—I say it is not evidence at all for this Commission unless the paper
is given to us.

Mr. ArusrroNa.-—~Well now, gentlemen, you refuse to put in this paper—we will
give you a copy of it—how do we know it is genuine? ¢

Mr. RitHET (indignantly).—I¢t is genuine, sir.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Then you refuse to put in the paper 1—A. Yes; I have said so before.

Q. Have you anything further to say, Mr. Page?—A. No. .

Mr. J. H. Toon.—I wish'to ask a question -of privilege— it is in regird to the
question put to Mr, Ashdowne Green, the other day, when asked if he had Lven sworn.
I sée his following report in the Colonist of yesterday :—
' “Mr Todd,” said Mr. Wilmot, “represented to me that not only had you not heen
sworn, but furthermore that the omission on my part was intentional.”

Mr. WiLnor.— I made that statement. ,

Mr. Toop.-—-Well, now I"beg to differ from you entirely, and I think if you will
re-call the circumstances of the case you will see tgat my contention is correct. Now,

if you will recollect that when Mr. Lomas came to give his evidence, I whispered to you
358 :
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that Mr. Lowmns was being heard without being sworn—My,
and said “you don't believe mo unless I am sworn1” | then
accept his word with or without his oath, but others might
words to that effect, . :

Mr. Witxor.—But it is the same thing, Mr. Tood—wha
thing—now, if Mr. Todd wishes to make an apology—

Mr. Tovn.—Yoy are entirely and totally wrong in making such a statement,

Mr. WiLyor. —As far as I am personally concern-d, it does nat matter,

Mr. Tobp.—But it matters to me, and I say that the statement you made was a
deliberate untruth—it wag an untruth. )

Mr. Hicains.—O) yes: take it back Mr. Chairman,

Mr. WiLsor.—No, siv 3 T won't take back what iy untrue,

Mr, Tovn (emphatically and striking the table with his fist).—Tt is an untruth,
—1I deny it emphatically, ‘ :

Mr, erm.—-}lear, hear. .

Mr. Wiwor,—Mp. Secretary, you will take down the fact of this applause,

Mr, Ritngr.—Yes, you can take my name too, : .

Mr. WiLsor. —(to M. Todd). " And do you still mean to say, sir, that what is
attributed to you in that paper is not true?

Mr, ’l‘onu.-—~Cerminly I do—1 appeal to
will ask them who is right in thie matter.

Mr. WiLyor.---Oh, well never mind--we will adjourn NOW-—t0 meet again here at
2.30 P.M. ‘ o

Lomas then turned to me
said, T was quite ready to
construe it differently, or

t you said was the same

sir

anybody who was present yesterday and

The Commission adjourned at 1 p-m., to meet again at the snine place at 2.30 p.m.

—— e s

Boarp oF Tripg Roouws,
Vicronyy, B.C, 7th March, 1892,
Aflernoon Session.
The Commission met a5 2,40 p.m,

Present : Commissioners Wilimot, in the Chair, and Armstrong, Mr, Secretary
Winter, ' ’
On question by the Chair if any witnesses, and there being no response, the Com. .
mission was declared adjourned until 3 p.m.
At 3 p.m., the Comniission was again called to order. ’
After an informal discussion by the Commissioners it was decided to permit ‘Mr,
M. Johnston to submit his statement by mail as he was not quite prepaved to submit
it at this sitting, »
Mr. D. J, Musy.—May T ask, Mr. Commissioners, if you intend taking evidence
again at Westininster o .
Mr. WiLsor,—I cannot say—if the matter is brought before ns we may consider it,
but T am not prepared to sy we will or will not.
Mr. Musx.-—T would like to know, because I know of an impo-tant witness, and if
he had a fow days to look up matters, he would give very important evidence,
Mr. ARMSTRONG.—Where does he reside 1 .
Mr. Muny.—At Westminster. . )
Mr, ArvstroNG.-~Well, we will bo taking evidence at Vancouver on Saturday—
we cannot say until we get huck to Vvestminster. o .
-Mr. MusN.—Well, T was just thinking ashe wasa Westwinster n.an, it would take
off time in taking evidence at Vancouver, .
Mr. ArMsTRONG, —Well, we don’t know if there are any at all, or how many,
Mr. WiLMoT.—Yes, and if Mr. Higgins can come with us and go dov'n the viver and
see the location of these places of which we have heard. o S
Mr, Mus~.—T should like very much to get this man’s evidencé in—he is a new -
man, and it would be most important. - 150 : .
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Mr. Winsot..—Well, if there is nothing else before the Board we will adjoutn till
1'p.m., on Wednesday, at Nanaimo, and so that it could be made known, T would suggest
we wire the papers at Nanaimo and Vancouver to put in advertisements, notifying the
public of the meetings in those places. From Nanaimo the Commission will adjourn
until 1.10 a.m., on Saturday, at Vancouver. : :

The Commission thereupon adjourned at 3.10 p.an,; to meet in Nanaimo at 10
am., on 9th March, 1892,

The following written statements were received from Mr. M. J. Johnston, whogave
the main portion of his evidence at Victoria, on 7th March—and were received as a
portion or addition to such evidence.

% VicroRriA, B.C., 11th March, 1892,

“The Secretary,
«The Fisheries Commmission,
Vancouver, B.C.

« Sk, —For the information of the Commissioners, I beg to state in reply to the

question which was addiessed to me, viz.;—
. “ How many salmon were used for canning purposes and how many cases were
packed with same at tho Fraser River cannery-—Deas’ Island, last season »  That
80,745 salmon (sockeyes) were supplied to the cannery, and were used in packing 7,137
-cases of 48 one pound tirs each—-being an average of 113 fish per case. A tin, nomin-
ally one pound, contains more than a pound of fish—-about 174 ounces as an average v

1 am, sir,
“ Your obedient Servant,
“(Signed), MATTHEW J. JOHNSTON.”

- Vicroris, B.C,, lllt‘h Mareh, 1893,

“ The Secretary,
The Fisheries Commission,
YVancouver, B.C.

“8in,—I was requested to give an approximate estimate of the amount of capital
invested in the canneries in operation on the Fraser River, and in reply to which, I beg
to submit the following figures as my estimate :— -

Average cost of land, buildings, machinery and plant & 25,000
40 hoats, complete with sails, ete., at 240, 2,000
60 nets complete, at $150.." . ; 9,000
Steam-hoat and scows.............. e . 4,000
L o %40,000
Capital required for a pack of 12,000 cases :— ) .
Material, labour, freights, insurance, ete., t83.75 per case. 8 45,000
An average of each cdnnery of
Or for 22 canneries, 31,870,_0(20
(Signed), MATTHEW J.J QHNSTON.

s s it

S Naxamo, B.C, Qtf; Blufcrlx;VIS;Q‘.’..
2.7 The Commiission was convened in the- City Hall at 3 ¢'clock p;-aceording to
previous arrangement. , ‘ : R
Present :—Mr;- 8. Wilmot in the Chair, Mr. Sheriff Armstrong, Mr. Secretar)
Winter. Several persons being present, . L S
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Mr. Wityor.—In calling this meetiny to order, I may aey, gentlemen, that the
Dominion Government has upon the reprereatations of the Iiitish Columbia members
of Parliament appointed a - commission, consisting of myself, - Chairman, the
Honourable Speaker Higgins and Mr. Sheriff Armstrong, of New Westminster, The --
more special object of the Commission was to obtain voluntary information on the whole "~
question of the fisheries of, the proviuce either by statement offered or by questioning B
by the Commissioners—the sen fisheries as well as the river fisheries will come under -
the scope of the Commission-“and we will bhe glul to hear about any fisheries in your
neighbourhood. 1may further state thrt this Commission heing duly organized, etc., nsa
Royal Commission, we follow out the usual course followed in court—all evidence will
be taken under oath, and questions put and answered under oath. 1 cannot help but
draw attention to the fact that we have heen rather forestalled in coming here. ~ I see
by your-Free Press that some young men here have I»een%-c}ujsingin A mock parlinment

the niiter of seines, ete., nlso the matter of slubs and saWgdust being put in the viver
and which is claimed to kill young fish. That is & most imMortant matter and one we
will tnke up. I also see it stated that this Commission is now sitting in Victoria,
and will inake a report at an early day.  We will now proceed to business.

WALTER ROOS, a native of Russia, a British sulqic:ct«, resident in Nanaimo for
seven years, and describing himself as a deop-sea fisher, was duly sworn,

By Mr. Witmot ;

Q. Well, sir, if you have any vemarks or suggestion, we will be ;,vlud to hear them,
—A. Well, first, I will answer to your allusion to_our mock parlinment. T am the
person that originated it here, and it is rather incorrectly rveported. Tt is not the sein-
ing across the river, but a tug that is the troukle in the Gulf. I have had bosts fishing
these last three months, During that time, the principal fish that I have received—
‘has been ling cod. A limited number of the northern cod, or some k nd of cod that is
caught on the ‘Atlantic const, or or the buanks, are caught, but they are limited here,
One day the man hrought in twenty. . ‘ Lo

Q.. Do you contlict them with black cod?—A. That is real g nuine black cod.
These fish are very small in <iz>-—not averaging over from four to seven pounds—none
that T have caught any way. T have also caught some turbot. Now, I am not aware
I have ever eaten nor seen urhot on the Pacitic coast before. We have i, perhaps; a
couple of dozen. They ave very scarce, but the practical man I employ tells me the
turbot goes in very deep water, and the deepest water we have so far tried is 150
fathoms. T may nlso say that halibut is t » be caught in this district—not that T would
warrant any outside fisherinen, say from the east or anywhere else, to come here under
“the belief that there was a great halibut industry here, but there is halibut, and they
are now and then Frought in, and I know thero is a 1 alibut fishery within ten or fifteen
miles. . So far, the t awl hasbeen a failure—1oth halibut and other fisheries. .-The great
drawback is in regard to the disposal of the fish, o L

;- Q. Not for want of fish, but a market 7—A. Oh, there is nn abundant supply of
ling cod, Lut not sufficient of halibut and turbot, not even to supply the local market ;
but ling, caught for sale, conld have been caught every day, and could hava been sold
in very large quantities. - Now, theve is another point upon which I would like to turn
upon, and which I would strongly recommend the Commission to ndvise the Government
to prohibit, this herring fishing for oil. There has been such a thing as oil factories
which have started -up in various parts of Puget Ssund, and other parts of British
Columbia, and wherever these oil factories have run for ¢ny time, they have invariably
destroycd the herring industry. They haul in herring in large seines by hwundreds of
tons, and the herrings are simply boiled or crushed —wbhich ever process they undergo—

~and then the oil i+ taken out, and it has a gr-at tendenc; to dest:oy thnt kind of fish. It
is well known after seining, where herrings were very plentiiul some years ago ; they are
..-.Yery searce now. - It is the xame.over in Vancouver.now, I believe, where an.oil factory e
. has been running for some time. I do not know as I hiave any further remarks to
make-—perhaps th: Commission might like to ask me a few questions? .o L
" Q. We might ask you a few. - You say you are experimenting as to whether it
would be profitable to go into the (Ieep-sen3léslheries, - At present you have got the ling
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codl, the black ¢, the halibut and the turbot. Now, how is ling distinguished from
black ead? Do {ou know cod on the Atlantic7—A. No; they differ in some particu-
jars. T have had Newfoundlanders fishing for me, and they tell meit cannot he dried—

the flesh is too fat. In exposing it to the air, the fat works out to the feshy side of the
fish, aud it turns yell yw. ) ‘ :

Q. And makes it rancid 1-—A. 1 suppose it doos—the flesh turns yellow.

Q. Then ling cod here is the same as in Newfoundland 1—A. No, they differ—
the Atlantic cod has a sound, but these have not, their fins differ in some respects too.
—they have sounds,

Q. You say ling runs from 4 to 7 pounds? We noticed some cod in Victoria and

‘ e New-Westminster markets==theywould--range-larger-than that.——A. It would be the

ling or black cod—the ling cod is a large tish—a very large fich.

Q. How lig?—A. From 16 to 40 pounds. o

Q. Then the black cod is » good eating fish 1-~A. Yes, it is & good saleable fishand .
wheve the local narket cannot consume it, it can be cured and dried.

Q. How is your climate adapted for drying cod 1—A. Oh, I think it is splendid.

Q. Then you think if a market was opened up the black cod, or your real cod as you
term it, would hecome quite an article of commerce and would induce fishernen to come
here 7—A. Undoubtedly, but as I said before, there are but limited numbers of them.

Q. Would that be because few people were fishing for them or because they were
few in numbers1—J. I think they are scarce in numbers. . :

* Q. How far out have you tished for them 1—A.—About 10 miles up. ‘
Q. Are there any other persons who practice this mode of fishing 1—A. I am not
_aware of them—Indians spear many of the ling cod, but I do not know if they get many
of the right cod.
Q. Then you think a profitable industry for the province might be got up if there
_ was an outlet for sale7—A. Yes, well right in Nanaimo it might be a ditticult thing—
for my experience would not warrant mie to say it would be a success. = . S
. Do yoi know if tish extend any length along the coast 7—A. Oh yes, we have
" caught them 20 miles along the const. o

Q. Is the turbot like the turbot of the Atlantic coast 1—A. Yes. : -

Q.- And they would average?—A. About 5 pounds. co

Q. A good well.meated fish1-—A. Yes, splendid. )

Q. What has been done with those caught I—A. They have heen sold in the local
market,

Q. Do you think them sufticiently numervus to nake a commercial transaction if
entered into fully 1—A. Well, I have tried it for 3 months—it is a fish that swims in
very doep water and the deepest that the men have fished is 150 fathoms. ©

" Q. How do you catch them?—A. In trawls. : -

Q. And halibut you think not numerous--A. Well, they ma_ be according to the ~
season of the year, because in Victora I find in summer many haliv.:, while in winter
they are very scarce. It may be but some years—of course, 1 have only tried this winter.

_*. Q. Haveyou noticed in the Victoria papers and papers south, that vast quantities
" have been brought down 1-"A Yes, steam-boats bring theni from up north. -~
- Q. But your experience is ggu have caught them, but you have not gone into the
business sufficiently to say you have caught them numerously —A. No, I have not.
Q. But you think from experience up north they would be herel—A. Well, I
think thar would be in the summer months. ' - Tl .
Q. What s the average size of halibat here1—A. Forty-five pounds.” T R
Q. Y - have caught larger -—A. Yes, some about eighty and ninety. -

we have caught. ' may also mention, as far 18 my experience goes, I would say the
most important here is the oil fishery ; in the industry alone, there must be from 100 to
130 men employed in that industry now, taking the fish for their oil.
Q. Would that include the small shark1—A. Yes. S LT B

- 862 ST T

-~ . Q. And what market have you for them1-—A. Only the -Jocal market for the fow

R ——— Q- How: about hlack-cod—are - they—identical 2-—A. _They are in many_particulars -

[
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Q. And is it wholly converted into oil I—A. No ;_only- the liver, and the body is
thrown away as offal ; undoubtedly the small audience hero ‘to-day is due to the fact
- that these dog-fish men are now away from the’ city engaged in theii work, about 14
T niiles north of here. - S HER

Q. Is any attempt made to make fertilizer out of the refuse 1—A. No. -~ -

Q. Does it answer farmers’ purposes to use it1—A. Oh, yes, itisa good fertilizer, ",
but my experience of fertilizer is that it does not answer for root crops. & SRR

Q. For cereals would it answer!—A. For-ha , oats and wheat I/ have seen it
answer very well, : : - N sy :

. Q. Then at present the dog-fish oil industry employs some 100 to 150 hands, and
“the liver only is used, and the rest thrown away 7—A, Yes,

Q. Have you any knowledge of the eflects of that offal thrown away, or is the
businoss sutficiently large to form any opinion 1—A. Fishermen are of opinivn that it
injures the fisheries by throwing it away ; they think it should be saved from going
in the water, but it is not done. S .

Q. What do they do with it thcn 2—A. They generally leave it on the heach and
dogs, bears, etc., eat it. . :

Q. But their-general impression is that it is injurious and they don’t throw it in,
but leave it on shore 7—A. Yes.

Q. You spoke of herrings caught for oil being detrimental.” Do you mean that
catching large quantities of herring and using them reduces their numbers1—A. It is
reducing their nunbers, for you see a large fuctory cah use from 100 to 150 tons a day ;
there is very little oil in herring, and there must be tremendous quantities used to make
it a paying business. ~ o

. Do they make anything else out of it, fertilizer or anything 1. —~A. I don’t. know.
. Is it for oil only1—A. T have no experience in the business,
. Will the profit be from il or fertilizer, or hoth 1=A."Bothi; T'sliculd think.
- Is the oil sold in considerable quantities 7—A. I don’t know.
. Where does it go?—A. Id .n’t know. - : )
- You only know thei'e are factories and they consume large quantities of herring,
but you do not know anything of the profits?—A. No; there was a factory here started
but it is closed down. i

LLOODLL

~ Q- "Then you think the herrings are reduced by such large quantities being caught
.and the refuse thrown in1—A. Oh, I think the refuse is taken away.
* Q. What was the result in Vancouver —A. The herring has become very scarce ;
I have hea-d from fishermen that they cannot get even any bait.
Q. And are there herrings there 1—A. They are very scarce; it has killed out the
herring industry to a very large extent. ‘ ’
. Q. You spoke of large seines—the manner in which they catch them—you know
what a purse seine is - Yes. -
Q. Do they use purse seines I—A. Yes.
Q. How far do they go out to catch them 1A, Oh, sometiues the school is out a
piece-—wherever they see a school, they jzo out and put their seines around them, The
quantity of herring they catch can be got from. the fact, that a smal! steamer from
Victoria, in one haul, got twenty-five tons of hervings. i .. L
~- QD) yowknow what wasdone withthem <A They - were taken on the steamn-
boat and taken to Victona. o
* Q. What did they with twenty-five tons of herring there?—A. I think they sold
it to fishermen, who sold it for bait. , :
-Q. What fish do they catch with that bait 1—A. Halibut, dpg‘ﬁsh., ete. .
Q. Are any salmon caught along this coast -—A. Some, in the spring of the year.
AQ. Are they caught entering the rivers or out off on the cvasts 1A, No; I think
. the principal part are taken off the lighthouse. : -
Q. Does the Nanaimg River runin her 2—A. Yes, sir. ) .
Q. Do salmon come up the river at all?—A. Well, some may.  The only ones I
have known t6 come up are hooked-nosed salmon. : e e
. Q. _Are they spring salmon or sockeye ?—A. No. The hook-nozed salinn
saleable'at all. =

e ilOb .
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) Q. What season when they come in 1—A. In the fall.
T7TQ. And you never see them this time of the year I—A. No. - T -
- Q. Not between this and the fall1—A.- No.
-~ Q. What do you mean by hook-nosed salmon 1—A. Well, there is a hook on the
upper jaw. . ‘ v )

Q. Wholly on the upper jaw or on th« lower also 1—A. Wholly on the upper jaw,
I think. T have never seen any on the lower jaw. : -

Q. "Du you know sockeye salmon 1—=A. Yes. :

Q. Any in this river I--A. Wel, there were some caught out in the harbour, but
I do not think in the river. :

Q. Can salmen go up the tiver—are there any obstructions #-—A. T don't think so.
There may be. o : o
wmm-e— (). There are no canneries about here 1—A. No.

Q. Do you know anything of trout coming up the streams 1—A. Yes; there are
cunsiderable quantities of large trout in the lake. _

Q. What do you call large trout I—A. About twenty or twenty-five pounds.

Q. Would they be sea trout 1—A. Well, the only two kinds I have ever heard of
are salion trout and mountain trout. Co.

Q. The salmon trout would run what size 7 —A. Three and a half to four pounds.

Q. Might they not be the same fish1—A. No; 1 think the flesh differs. The
mountiin trout is nicer eating. - . .

;
By Mr. drmetrong @ - .. e , - : .

- Q. You don't know what was done with offal from the factory that was established
here —A. It only mn a few days, and was stopped for some reasons which I don't
kuow. There were plenty of herring, but still the factory was stopped.

By Mr. Wilnot : 3 ‘

"~ Q. Do you know if stopped by onder «f the town here as a nuitance, or anything of

that kind 1—A. No; I don’t know.

Q. Thank you, Mr. Roos. Unless you have something else to suggest yuulseif,
that will do 2——A. No; I have nothing further. - e e -

FRAK VOZZAN, a native of Italy—10 years in British Columbia, formerly a
fisherman on the Fraser River, but now a dog-fish fisherinan,= resident of Nanaimo,
was duly sworn. ) :

By Mr. Wilmot : »

Q. Well, what have you to say, sir -A. Well, I was on the Fraser River before I

_ came here —and then by that license business—when we could not get any more licenses
I came here and tished for dog-fish.
.Q. You are desirous of getting licenses to fish in the Fraser Riveri—A. And here

.to0. - el e o Lo -
Q. Licenses in the Fraser River would be for salmon fishing and here for every kind
of tish you could catch #—A. Yes, for dog-fish principally. S
Q. You had license on the Fraser River I—A. Yes, I had licenses right along for
six years. v , : T
Q. And did you make application for licenses lately I—A. Yes, but they would not
give it to me—they gave to other people—new hands that came in, but not to all hands.
Q. Have you become a British subject by taking out the necessary papers 1—
A. Yes, sir, ’ : :
Q. Then you are actually a British subject, as far as naturalization is concerned 1
—A. Yes, sir. - : o
Q. How long sinev you took out papers 1—A. About three years ago.
- Q. And you got licenses on the Fraser River before you took out papers —A.
es, sir. . ‘ :
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Q. And when you applied lately you were refused—why 1—A. Well, they said they
were 5o many licenses given out and they could not give any more.’

Q. How many years did you fish on the Fraser!—A. Well, since 1882 I have
fished in the Fraser River. S .

" Q. What portion did you fish int—A. Well, from Mr. Ewen’s and all along the

river—all about the sand heads and upwards.

Q. Did you ever keep count of the fish you caught I-—Yes, sometimes I did.

Q. What average would you take in a season| when you fished for sockeye 1—A.

Q. Well, in a goud season—how many would you cateh 1—A. Ina big season we

Q. What did you get for your fish—how much 1.— A. Well, generally 10 cents.

Q. Did you ever get more fish than you could dispose of I~ A. No, I caught only
those they would take from me. .
- - Q. Did you evercatch more than they would take from youl— A, Well, sometimes
I did, but T had to give them away for nothing, sometimes I salted them.

Q. Were you in the kabit of throwing them away in the water 1—A\. No, I never
did that. )

Q. Were you aware others did thatl—A. No, I never saw anybody throw them
away-—we gave them T the Indians to dry-—the Indians will take them any time.-

Q. Where did you live when there1—A. Ia a small slwp— eight or ten tons.

Q. Was offal thrown into the river thenl—A. Yes, well they threw it under the
canneries. - ———

Q. Do you think the offal gave any injurious effects to the water, or fish, or health !
—A. Well, T don't think so, because the heavy freshets of the river would carry it all

Q. You don’t think it any harm to the river, fish, or health —A. No, I don't
think it does any harm. * .

" Q. Have you been fishing here —A. Yes, sir. ) .
Q. Have you had any license l—A. Well, no one asked me for license.
Q. What kind of fish do you catch here 2— A. Rock cod, ling, halibut, ete.

Q. The same as this gentleman stated before vou !— Yes :_sir v

as we can,

. ._.. Q..Can you sell ;dl you caich here I—A. Yes; in the winter." There is a great - - -

_A. Well, T don’t know, _I don’t think they send them away. ...

_ Nanaimo River, but I don’t know.

" months,

Q. ‘Do you find a market for all you catch1—A. Well, we get them away as well

Q. Do you catch any sockeye l—A. No; I hear some Indians got them out by the
lighthouse, but I never got any. ) . )

Q. Any spring salmon?—A. Yes; in the winter. o

Q. Where do you catch those spring salmon 1—A. Well, in Departure Bay and
other places. Whenever there is any herring around, they follow the herring.

Q. What average size would you catch here I—A. About 25 lbs.

Q. Do you find any spring salmon - red and white meated or all one colour }—A.
Yes; both red and white. i ) ]
Q. Which is best 1—A. Well, lots of people think the red; but T think the—whits

is richest.

market here in the winter. » ] S
Q—Butjust to-use themselves; or does-anybody —send-themaway anywhere elsel="""""~ R

Q. Have you seen any spring salmon up the rivers?—A. Sometimes they go up a .
little piece, bat in shallow water they cannot go far up. -
Q. When'do you see this!—A. In December. . : '
- Q. Do you know when they spawn ; when they lay their eggs1—A. No; I don’t
know. ; ‘ . : .
"~ Q. Do you know where they go to spawn 1—A. No; I don't know. - Some say

Q. Do they go up in December I—A. Yes; in December, qugry,'@ thoee
365 ' | '
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.~ Q. And you catch them vut ca these ct-n'!s in those moaths :—A. Yes, l;l March,
April and May. -

Q. What do you eatch in May £~ A, Well, when the herring leaves the coast the
fishing is played out, exvept what you catch along the shore ; ling od, ete. .

Q. How many fishermen are engaged here l—A. About 30 more or less.

Q. Aml they all pursce fishing the same.as you do; the same kind of fish ! —A.
Yes : sir. L A
: _ Q. What net do you ase -\, What fur! '
g . Q. For salwon L—A. Well, we catch salmon in the same sized mesh as we catch

the doz-fish

Q. What size would that be £—A. 6} inches. ‘ '

Q. Is it a fuating net or what 1A No; we sink it to the bottom. There is no -
tide there and it rests on the baiom:

Q. Yoa don't fasten it with stakes or anythiog!—A. Na

Q. What is the height of tide hereI—A." About 14 feet.

Q. A pretey gund tide, i it not L—A. Yes #ir.

2. And you fish with a net with lead lines taking the bottom and the work lines on
topb—A. Na sir; the lead lives are not always on the tottom.

Q. But the vork lines are on the surface 1 —A. Oh, yes; sir.

Q. o yoa fish with seipes 1AL Yes ; sometimes.

Q. And what is the seine like L—A. A bag seine.

Q. And what length > —A. Abxat 150 fathoms, B

Q. And what size of mesh in-that net 21— A. In the bag it will te small mesh, 1}
inch, and as yoa get ot to the edges it will be larger.

Q. What size in the bag }—A. Aleoat an inch mesh.

C._Exteusimn measare or sjuare —A. Extension.

- S Q. Then inch mesh would make § inch square 1A Yes aboat ¥ inch sjaare it T

akes over an inch when stretched oat. ;
Q. What do vou catch in this met -\ Scme rck cod doanders—sometimes ling

4] ol

=N

- -

_Any calachoos t—A. Nosir.

3. What small ish do yon getin it}—A Litcle tommy evels.

Any smail troat {— A Sometimes —very sildoa.
Ard yoany salmon t—A Very seldom.
Bat v J5 catch some now azd them 1AL Very seldone '
. And the yoang salmon—what size would it be !—A. Only aboat vwo pounds.
Q. Do you ever catch 2ny littde salmon—-6 or § inches loag 1A Oh nao, they go
throsgh 1he mesh ’
Q. How can they go throazh balf inch mesht—A. Well, sometimes they may get
them, bat it i very sebdom we et w0 small as that.
Q. And when you take in the seine yoa take them all, rock cud, little salmoo and
all Xineks | What do you do with litide fish that are <0 small you cannd sell thewm |—

CLLRk

A Wel, we always Jet thess 2o, they are po wee {0 us. , P
: : Q. How do yuur et them omt 21— A Well, we just ket down the net and they walk
-8 ~away thegmehes : i .
N :" :;;:':"" :‘ B ‘_;;.;:“:::_.Q__;l';s.m gu‘“y ?im. ' t_;.\. Oh .I'& Pﬂd M ITITIIL T

~ 1he <mall ones there I—A." Well, there are some itile cnsr that ‘Bave no” chanse to'get
R .“A‘T‘iﬁ (h«eymtin thoere, — - L L . e
. c Qm&nymhdthe&m&thhxbmhﬂti—&mm
And sometimes in the hartsar. Generally between bere and Departure Bay. .
Q. D these other bruther fishermen fish that way with seines}-A No, I bave
ot Seen o6, o R TN - - )
Q. Oxly yoarself fshing with a sine}— A Well, there may be some from Cowichan

. Bay and if they weat for buit they will fsh with a seine. - We doa't fish all the time
with a seime e T L

Q. Bat Bshermen from Cowichaa do the sume as yourself 1 —A. Cowichan Gap, yes

there are siave do the ssone. : N V! » ‘
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Q- And then your principal object in coming bere is that Yo want hirense to fisdy
here and in the Fraser River as well 1 A. Yex sjr. -
’ Q. Yoa sant drift net license as well as seive —A Yes '
 Q _Bat if restricted to only one which woald Sawatl-A T wéudd rather bave
oue to ith in Fracer Ri- er. !
Q. That is salmon license with § inch mwsh—5} ratber - A, Yes. P
Q. Do you ever ish down at Cowichan!— . Novsir, I have Sded down there six
¥ears aga bat oot lately. "

Q. Have you anything el you wish to brinz lefure the Commisim ! A N sis
T M ARSTeN G = Thank yoa,

.. BARTHOLEMEW LACOSTE, a pative of Ialy, s Beitish ssbjeet, 12 years
living in British Columbsa, a resident «f Nanaime, a fiksrman, was duly swean

By Mr. Wiloact

Q. Well sir, what do you want 1 A I wani 3 liwme, .
Q- Have yu ever applied for them b A, Yes, I fudaed in 1352 in the Framr Rives,
-axxd then came vp here. -
. Q- Have you ever had licenses o the Fracer Bivert— A [ fisded =itk the previoms
witzess, Fraok Vozzan, .
Q. The sume license did yon bith 1A Yeu, we fickoesd topeaher.
Q. D 5ua endorse what be says as o Gehing on Fraser River, the quantity of fisks
canght, ete. 1— A Yesx - ‘
Q. I yrm use x wine bere 1ol A Yer, ioomm s,
Q. And do yuu cateh fish of the same kind Y. Yex, the same kizd . »
oo Qe With soene weshes, bagast 1A Yes, 1 Exdrvd-arith the bt winmERcs weEe
Jartoers. ,
Q. Ard you cemidorate what be savs A Yes ' '
Q Andy-mwm:alimnse!:—-.&, Yes, I want a Boemoe, that is all; T wasd 4o ficdy ,
fctsﬂnmin?msuﬂirﬂ,mdgﬂthenintbfmmgmxmﬂ&h.‘ .
Mr. Witxor. —Well, sir. we have your stateanent down, nales P bave soanetbing R
e Turtber 1o say, that willda : ’

-
—

D. 8. McDONALD, & eative of Sconland. 14 yeary in Britisk Cobumbia, o suer-
chant, and reddent of Nanadmey, vas defy swoen ‘

By Mr. Wil :

¢ Now, sir, what do yom desire 1o @7 A Wil there & s tiéng I «duerved
last sumumey, the stream that pes oct frien oF s3de of s faricar: \bare are three

lakes connected with it ; Fishbawk Lake, Thaunder Lake and Trdey Lake ; the stream
Jpasies thiroagh froe the u hake right sacaight down through, and there is a Eade
I emathet pocs into the ﬁlvm{ﬁ;é, and there &1 2 duss whiedy Wge @ 7 3
i Q. Which is farthest sp2— A Fullawk Like, the wext it Yhaunder Lake, sad -

“thee Jast i Troboy Lake. T bave a hitthe disgraas beve froms whick ¥ will nsnderstand
o Qo And bow far i the dam from the 13de wateri— 3 Wed, the tide tacks op w
o Abedmm . C T - —

TTTTTTTT QU WAL what do'yom want to say bt thas b A Ny cbipet T will exzpbuim 1o

you 1 am vers fond of the fishing rod : 10 or 12 years agw, | vosd 4 o 1 either of
thev lakes ard catch tromt, htmmrdmhhummmtmbmd .

Q What is the beight of kit dum!—4 Well, | coasen say: t stoge the iide

 from going wp; thire it a Bud-rate om it, azd the water oty sad st the gate. ‘
Q_And any fsh going up woald be siiggud or b cnsing drwn 14 1 think the

water it 50 Jow when the tide goes oxt thar Gk commdt cume out o thei particeler




Q. But any fish coming down and the fiood gate open ; fish could come down could
they not 1 —A. Yes . i .
Q. What size is the stream from Troboy Lake!—A. Well, in summer time aboat
15 or 20 fet scross. ' : :
Q. And of what depth! What kind of bottom ' —A. Gravelly bottom. r
Q. Is it pare clear water s a rule, except in freshets 1A Well, from Troboy Lake
it has muddy streams fowing into it, etc., bat from the dam up it is clear water for say
two miles r
). What fish do you catch there - A, Tromt.

.- What do you wean by trout 2o=A—The salmon- troat:- F-don't -think -there is ————-
any mountain tovut bere. ) :
Q. Youa have been in the eastern country I—A. Yes; T bave been all through
Nora Scutis, and the trout we eatch there has a small red spot and we never catch
thein here. o B ‘
Q. Then the speckled troat are not here 1—A. N, I think they are young salmon
teout.  There are large salwon trout canght. six or seven pounds, up at the falls, and
they resemble these very much . B
Q. The only thing i, I find there is a considerable difference of opinion here on
this matter ; pow, what is your description f salmon trout 1—A. Well, the scales of
Farr is larger, T : :
. What do you then call “parr!"—A. A young salmon about six inches long.
Q. With a band along the sides and spots A, No; those I call the troat.

4 Bat they are young salmon in a different stage. Well, these ones you get in
the Takes 1—\. T call them salton trout.  They are marked across the body and have
1o specs on them. . :

Q. Are you preparel to say they were nit young salmon L-A. To the best of my

belief they are young

salion.
Q. And woald be producei by salmon yoing up to those lakes and geing into
smaller streams to breed 1A, Yes. ' o

Q. And the killing of thess--do you eonsider it objectionable as against allowing
them to come down aml bevome fullgrown 1 —A. Well, that size—you never tike them
out with hook apd line. - ) .
Q. Bat as they gzet langer you would 1—A. Yes; in a different stage. :
Q. Bat doa't yua think it injurious to kill those salmon I —A. Yes; but it is more
’ injnri-m\tos'ﬁ;ﬂthe stream and nag let them go up at all ‘
]

Q. Yes, if you kill them off, you will have none av all 1A Well, bat thas is
boking very far abead. Probably the plovers would get them, anyway.

Q. Then yom say the dam sbould be removed to les salmon pass up and breed 1
A Yes : .
" Q. And should T say to let you catch them with a fiy 1A Well, they bhave gos
scarve since the dam bas been there. o ' A

'Q. But I think it a bad argument for you to say that the dam should be removed
to stve the fich, 5o voa could kill them with a fy }—A. Perbaps it it a selfish motive.

Q. What is tl e dam up bere for!  Any motive power or manufactory I-A. No—
to prevent the land being Sooded above. S

Q. Is she land occupied by farmers above this gate 1 —A. I cannot tell you. _

Q. Are there any residents there 1 —A. Oh, yes ; on the high lacd thereis. . I can-

" px say how many acres would be gooded

. Then the stoppage of the water benefits how maay H—A. Only one farmer, and
it prevents fish from guing wp to breed. .

. Q. Is this dam on his own land1—A T canuot tell you To the best of my
knowlalge it is, bat I dea’t know. ‘ c
- Q.- Well; iv does not mmatter.—No man bas the right 1 stop the pasage of fish up

"By Mr. Arvmeirong : , R - -

Q Hee‘eﬁ-ﬂylwhthn!——;‘_si'e%
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P. 8. CURRY, a native of England, ﬁyuninBritis&CdI-bhg«amd

Nansimo, and describing himdfa an Indian trader, was dely seom. =
By Mr. Wilmot : 1 : ‘ .

Q. Have you anything to say relative to this stoppage at the dam?_A Well, I

hte-otk'ugnwhtosay,hntereryoneisofmyopinim,&httbuhnm iny the

(g up ’nmeuedtobcgoodﬁahimgmymmhtm&aunu'

hmthmyunagothwev;aapeﬁﬁmptupmt&lﬁ_ﬂush

did the petition go tol—38. T don't know—or whether it was ever

-

officer here | A VWe'hmem-—utheé-'ethp}itﬁ-

ere A Yes - ' ‘ . ‘ .
s kww'haberthepeti&nmwmi’ukwml—& Idom'e
know every one is of the same opinion thttheda-_isiljuiusﬁoﬁm

es, sir. R
raade of —arth or wood LA Boﬂ:,ltkiqk;—-lhwmit

' nthuxthmmuponxt‘l-—;\_ Yes, S
avingpﬂeiatbcm’xiﬂeL—A.Yes,hbmlyﬁrm&;
Space the gate leave I —A. About three feet—enmewhere near -
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Marine and Fisheries.

will catch them different to the gravelly bottom. Have you anything to say as to the
big salinon #—A. No, I don’t know anything about them, except I have seen them going
up streams. ; -

Q. Oh, you have in these streams spoken of 1--A. Yes. , .

3. What like—about what sizal—A. Oh, weighing about twenty or twenty-five
unds. : ‘ . -

pe Q. Yes, the spring salmon-—when do you see themn going up?—A. In the fall—
after the rains have made the streams bigger.

Q. Well, that is tho strongest evidence you could give that these little fish were
salmon, because the big fish go up in the fall to deposit their eggs and then these are
the little fish that crme afterwards. (Laughter.) - . .

Mr. CurRy.—1s there not a proper™close season for trout fishing here t

Mr. WiLmor.—Yes ; sir. .

WirxEss.—Would you tell me when it closes? Some say one thing is the law and
some another 1 - I

Mr. WiLsor.—Well, the law is at present that no ons shall kill trout from 15th
October to 15th March. - : ' .

My, Cunriy.—Is that for the angler?

Mr. WirMoT.—Oh, well it does not matter.

WiTNEss.-—Well, many have different opinions. They think if fishing with a fly,
they can fish any time. - v -

Mr. WiLsct.—Oh, no ; you see there is a certain time when the trout breed, too;
and the angler would destroy them, too; it does not matter, angler, spearsman, net
fisherman, or Indian, all are equally prohibited during the close time. :

Mr. ArusTRONG (to Witness).—Thank you, sir.

EDWARD QUESNELLE, a nub{ve of England, 26 years in British Columbia, a resi-
dent of Nanaimo, and by occupation a butcher, was duly sworn.

By Mr. Wilmot: ’

Q.. What have you to say +—A. It was just in regard to the evidence about fish in
Fish-Hawk Lake. I used to log near there a few years ugo. Before the dam was put
across we used to get salinon in plenty ; even in the.ditches, we got two kinds,

By Mr. Armstrong : c,

Q. What is the name of this stream1—A. It has no name; it is a small outlet
frowmn these two lakes. :

By Mr. Wilmot : - i

Q. How far from here I—A. Oh, about two or three miles. :-

Q. And Fish.-Hawk Lake 1—A. About eight miles. '

- Q. And the whole extent of stream from Fish-Hawk Lake 1—A. From Fish-Hawk
Lake down to salt water at the dam, b miles. U ‘
i Q. And how long is Fish-Hawk Lake }—A. The longest part, 3 miles and average
width # of a mile, . .

Q). Are there any small streams running into Fish-Hawk Lake —A. Yes; several
of them. What I wanted to state was, that %)efore the dam was placed there the salmon
went up regulatly every year about the month of September. It varied sometimes, but
after the dam was put across, the salmon stopped coming up. . )

Q. You have seep them caught up there in years gons by 1—A._Oh, yes.

Q. And at any time i—A. Yes. . ) A .

- Q. And the size of the larger salmoni—A. 15, 20 and 25 lbs. ; and the smaller
ones 6 to 8 or 10 Ibs. " Lo ) E

Q. Were smaller ones numerous—A. No; the larger ones were the most.

. Q. What comparative difference ; would the larger ones be double the smaller
ones +—A. Oh, yes; there were only a few small ones, and after they went up the ditches

would be covered with spawn. -
‘ : 870
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Q. Did the smaller ohes spawn —A. Well, I don’t know. I don’t think so.

Q. Were the smaller ones same as the big ones, only smallert—A. No; they did
not look the same. : o .

Q. Do you think they are the young of the large? Did you ever hear them called
grilse1—A. No; they seemed to be somewhat red. .

Q. Yes; that would be the sockeye salmon, and would the spawning places be
gravelly bottom 1A, Yes. -

Q. How do you know they were spawning there7--A. Well, we knew because wo
used to see the eggs there in the ditches. ‘

Q. Would you see places where the gravel would be removed by the fish?-—A. I
never took that much notice. We used to see eggs sometimes in piles and sometimes -
scattered out. . o, :

Q. And they used to be caught pretty numerously t—A. Yes ; you could catch as
many as you had & mind to-—you could take them out with a pitchfork.

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q. But how did ’you catch them as a rule 1l—A. Well, we used to get in the ditch
and take them out. ; ‘

Q. How many would you catchi-—A. Oh, we only caught a few for our own use.
o lQ. But you could have caught many of them 1—A> Ob, yes; ns many as we had a

mind to. ‘

Q. And you think this dam has prevented fish from going up 1—A. Yes.

Q. And the fish have become exterminated 1——A. Yes.

Q. Have you any other rivers here similarly situated except the dami—A. Oh
yes; the Nanaimo River, and the Chase River. ) ‘

Q. Do they still go up these rivers?—A. Yes; the Nanaimo River especially,

Q. Would they appear in about the same proportions as between the two kinds 1—
A. Yes, I think so. - . )

- Q. And many salmon go up the Nanaimo now +—A. Yes, at the same time of year
as they used to in the other. - N

Q. And they kill young, in numbers while going up?—A. Principally by the
Indians. :
Q. Aud are many ught in the estuaries at the seal—A, They don’t catch them

like they do on the Fraser River, but they could catch them if they wanted to.
Q. Are there any lakes on the Nanaimo River?—A. Yes; small ones.
Q. And anything to prevent fish going up there 1—A. No.
Q. Do you see many dead fish any time in the Nanaimo River?—Yes ; a great
many. ]
‘ yQ. Do you think any return to the sea after going up to spawn?—A. Yes; a great
many get killed and die but many return.

Q. Do you know this to be the case in this other stream$—A. Yes; before the
dam was put in, but we found few dead ones there—it was a short stream and: easier to
ge 5 How long is the Nanaimo River up to the lakes?—A. About 20 miles t¢ the
first lakes, and 20 beyond that to the other lakes. :

Q. Do you know some of them return from the upper lakes 7—A, T don’t know.

Q. Have you any oyster beds around here 1—A. None nearer than Oyster Bay—
there is one up north at Nanoose Bay. , '

Q. Are they fished very much!—A. I don’t think any one fishes there except
Indians—in Oyster Bay two or three whitemen fish there. _

rvByM'r. Wilmot : cee : : o el
. Q. Have youany oxperience'in fishing for hialibut 1—A. Not for halibut—-I havefor -
" ocod and salmon. i

" Q. What is the value of the big salmon in the market here1—-A. 81 a-piece.
Q. And the small salmon —A. Down to ten cents or a “bit” . -

* 7" Q. Then you conclude in your mind that this dam "as a tendency to destroy that
- patticular family of fish that belonged to Lish-Hawk Laket—A. Yes. .

10c—24}
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Q. And that Nanaimo River is still frequented by considerable numbers of spring
salmon and the smaller fish1—A. Yes, sir.

- By Mr. Arnmrony :

Q. Do you know anything about the sea fishing here1—A. No.

Q. It has been stated you know, that they use these small mesh nets and haul up
large quantities of these sinall fish on the beach after taking out those for market, and
leave the smaller ones to rot on the beach A, Yes.

By Mr. Wilmot :

- Q. The object of my colleague and myself in asking these questions about the
seines is, that it is feared that many young salmon are caught and thus ruthlessly
destroyed.—A. Oh, they don't catch many young salmon outside.

Q. Do you deal in fish at all Z— A Only for what I require for my own use.

Q. Is there a-fish market here 1—A. Yes.

Q. What fish are generally brought in 1-—A. Codfish, salmon, and all kinds.

Q. Do you know anything about the oyster fishery at all 1—No, sir.

Mr. William Roos, who had previously given evidence, here stated :—

«“It is absolutely necessary to use small meshed seines to catch the fish they require.
" They would catch none unless allowed to use the small mesh, as herring ofter were very
small and go through very fine wesh. In a whole season I have caught only three or
four young salmon, and it is really necessary to have half-mch mesh in the bunt of the -
seine.”

The Commission adjourned at 5.20 p.m., to meet ugnm in the same placeat 10a.m.,
on 10th March.

Naxarxo, 10th March, 1892,

Morning Szesion.

The Commission was convened at 10 a.m.
Present: Mr. 8. Wilmot, in the Chair: Mr. Sheriff Armstrong, and Mr. Sectetary
Winter.

Mr. WILLIAM GREEN, a native of England, five years in British Colnmbm
. resident of Nanaimo, descnbmg hlmself as a trader, was dul) sworn.
By Mr. Wilmot : ‘

Q. Well, what would you like to put before the Commxssnon —A. “'ell about five
vears azq I was residing on Naas River,

Q. Oh, yes ; the Naas River-—very well, sir}.—A. Well, up where the Indians are

T —some distance up river from where tl.e fishermen are allowed to throw out their nets,

there is any quantity of fish, both spring salmon, silver salmen, and cohoes. The
eohwoes only run late in the fall—the Indians put out seines in the river and in the
small rivers that flow into it. ~ .

Q. It is Naas River you are speaking of more particularly I-A. Yes; there are
three canneries there nw. Fish is very searce, and fifty or elggtv miles up the Indians
put seines across the streaws and catch any quantity of fish and destroy large numbers
of lhem

Q. Then this seine fishing by Indians is l‘cyond where the ordinary dnft nets are
used I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have Leen on the river I-—A. Oh, \es.

Q. You know where the boundary for fishing there is -—A. Yes.

Q- About sixteen or twenty miles beyond the British Columbia cannery L—A. Yes.

Q. And this fishing is beyond that 1-A. Yes; the Indisns cokch them to extremes
—more than they do for food. e ) . :
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Q. How far up from the British Columbia cannery ;
lakes on Naas River 1--A. Oh, yes: the lakes are up §0
spring salmon run from the lakes into the river.,

have you ever been on the
or 30 miles from the river, and

Q. Yes; and small tributaries as well running intc the lake l—A. Yes.

Q. And is fishing carried on
mouths of rivers running in.

at the lake!—A. No; right in the rivery and at

Q. And is it late : do the fish c-ane up to spawnl— A Yes,

Q. And they are fished by the Indians ; drift nete

Ly

thein acroes the streams and hagl them

that I resided at the Forks of the Bkeena.

Q. Well, before we Jeave the Naas
* ing their seines across the stream i A.

or seines!-—A. They just pat '
in in hundreds at a time : | would say that ufter

Rivei—x0o the Indians catch these fish by haul-
Yes

Q. Aud do they catch more than they want for individual use?-—A. Yes. .

Q. What do they do with them!—A. W

ard dry them for their own use.

Q. Do they take any down to the cannerjes
They catch perhaps 1,000 in a day ; they clean as

_ course they Iay there acd rot.

Yell, when they catch them they clean them

I—A. No: only for their own 1se.
many as they can and the rest of

Q. And would they be mstly silver salmon or sxckeve I—A. Both the alver

and the sockeye.

Q. And which do the Indians prefer ! —A. The sockeye.
Q- And do they take the spring salmon | A. Yes; they take them down to the

canneries.

Q. And not srx'ke}s to the canneries 1.

A. No; not t my knowleldge.

Q. They send spring salmos. Jown to the canneries, but sockeye they keep for their

own use l— A. Yes.

Q. What number of streams you think run into Nazs River abne the limit for
tishing and the lake | —A. There are numercus streams,

Q. ‘And Indians are engaged fis' 3 in thet 1A, Well, there are three streams

about 50 miles above the cannery, and .

t is there the Indians catch the fish

Q. Can you form an estimate of the average weight and size of these spring salwon

they catch 1—A. About 35 pounds.

Q. How large have you seen them; the largest for. instance -~ A. The largest I

have seen I think weighed 75 poands,

Q. Indeed ! An enormous fish. Would these fish be white-meated or red—A. Red,
Q. Have you known of any being white-meated 1—A. Yes.

Q. What pmportion I—A. Abmt eq

val.

Q. Which is considered the best 1~ A" Well, the cannerymen say ther can hoth
kinds and they say they find a better mark for » hite than red,

Q. Have you ever travelled up any
from the main river 1— A Well, I have

of these small strvams yourself ! Any distance
not followed them any distance from the main

river right along, but T have gone up Naas Rivér and then gone over the mxntains for

about 130 miles

Q- Would thess streams be large 1 A. Yes: a tty good size.
Q. And all frequented by salmwon—A. Yes: salmon all up the streams.

Q- May 1 ask your calling up there
trading at the Skeena. )

1—A. Well, at the time I walked over T was

Q. Do these last remarks you made apply to Naas or Skeenal A Well, these
* streams from the lakes flow into Naas River. '
Q. And now you are referring to the Skeenal—A. Yes. L

Q. Well, what about the Skeena f—

A. Well, I was residing oo the Forks of the

Skeena trading among the Indians and some distance from the Focks there isa river

called Kisshbiash,

Q. Is thit nisr Babine Lake!—A. No, I think &&uhh is about 50 miles

Q_And you rre now speaking of the limit between Babine Lake and tids] water 1
—A. Yes. Well, you see the Babine Lake is between the S8keena River and A

River,and I am spukmg of below this.

hlogate
At Riashbiash River there ic a large Indian
313 - :
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village there, and all the Tndians put out traps—I have seen fifty or sixty trape there.
They have piles acruss the river and they just let a basket down and they catch any
quantity of fish. - .

Q. Would these be spring salmon1—A. No, the silver salmon or sockeye.

Q. Not the cohoes—A. No. h -

Q. Well?—A. Weli, you see having all these traps across the river and catching
any quantity of fish there, it- makes more limited fish down on the river and where the
cannerymen are complaining of scarcity of fish. : ST

Q. Do Indians catch fish in these traps for the canneries 1—A. No, just for their
own use. o
Q. What number of Indians are there!—A. There is & tribe of between 300 and
400 and about forty or fifty are left to catch fish during the summer and the rest go
down to fish for the canneries. , .

+ Q. Can you form any estimate of what these forty or fifty Indians would catch
during the season 1—A. No, T could not say, but of course it is a great many.

Q. And all are dried!—A. Ves. :

Q. And those are principally silver salmon or sockeye 1—A. Yes. -

Q. Then there ate lots caught with seine below the town of Hazelton! Are these
traps above or below Hazelton I-—A. About seven miles above —on the Kiashbiash River.

Q). The Indians would want to catch them for their own food 1 —A. Yes,

Q. Are salm'n less plenty in the Skeena than formerly 1—A. Well, I could not say

. —only what cannerywmen say-—-and fish do not seem to Fe rur.ning as plentifully as they

used to do. .

Q. Would you say that was because canneries catch so many or because of the
great catch by the Indians!—A. Well, 1 think if there was sume one there to see these
Indian let many of them go it would be better. '

Q. And do they ca'ch more than they really want—they seldom do so?—A. Oh,
ves ; they catch more tlan they want —last summer on the Kiashbiash River I saw any
quantity of fish Iying dead—the Indians get them and take the roe out of them and
leave the hodies lying there. ‘ » = :

Q. And that would be well on in the spawning season I—A. Yes. -

Q. And they dry the ne for their own use L—A. Yes, they dry the roe.

Q. Do you know anything about the young salmon—their natural history, etc.1—
A. No, hut T might say there are quite a number of lakes around Hazeltun and they
are full of fish. : - : :

Q. Do you know if these Indians catch the young fish by traps or otherwiset—A.
No, but they go ocut in winter and cut holes through the ice and bring them into
Hazelton. ‘ .

Q. What size would they bel—A. T have seen baskets weighing two and three
pounds—the average w uld be ubout two and half.

Q. And could you say they were salmon!—A. No, 1 could not say so. .

_ Q. Tt is not likely thiey woull b+ salmon, tecause they would be either very little
or would be bigger I-—A. I may say last summer I was on the river and found an Indian
village and traps across and great quantities of them lying around. -

. Q. And that was the system, you think, of the Indians fiom time immem :rial
before the canneries could be estaliished 1—A. Yex: oL

Q. And now do you think the habit of Indians catching fish from time immemorial
would effect the run of fish in the river ! They always get plenty of food t-~A. Oh, yes.

Q. And then this reduction must be put to the canners, would it pot1—A. Well,
of course, there have Leen more canneries gone up lately. ‘

‘ Q. Yes. I thik there are eight canneries on mouth of the Skeena 1--A. Yea.

Q. And these i#i¥¢ canneries would take a large amount of fish, and I should think
it would be that t'icy siould effect the fish more than the quantity caught by the Indians
—don't you think ¥y ~-A. Yes; I would think so. oy :

Q. Because you see the Indians have gone on from time to time, and caught their
fish from the main supply, but now the supply is otherwise reduced 1—A. Yes.

Q. And the Indians do not take the fish caught vp river down to the canneries for
salel—A. No; it is for their own use. . s ST,
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Q. Do Indians, fishing at the canneries, ever take home any salted fish for their
domestic use in winter!—A. Not to my knowledge. , ‘

Q- Because it is stated that the white salmon are given to the Indians for their
" use—now, could they carry these up to their villages1—A. No, sir. I know last
summer, up there, we would go out and the Indians would just put their pole down -
anywhere and get a salmon. :

Q. Taen you doa’t think it probable that the Indians would take them tp for their
own use -—A. No; though they might use them while at the cantery.

Q. Do the Indians prefer the white salinon I—A. T am sure I could not Ay,

Q. I suppose you know the white salion is not quite so marketable as the red !—
A. Yes; but we heard last summer from canneryrmen they were going to can the white
salmon because it is just as good as the red. ) '

Q. You are speaking of spring salmon 1A, Yes.

Q. Aud they catch them up to seventy and eighty poundsL—A. Yes.

Q. An enonwous fish1-=A-Yes. Even in winter I know the Indixns go out and
haul up very hig fish. ‘

Q. They would then be very low —they would not be good, I should think t-—A.
Yes : they are very good. -

" Q. Are there many white people at Hazeltdn!—A. Yes; the Hudson Bay Com-

pany have quite a store and Mr. Cunningham, .
Q. Do the Hudwon Bay Company catch many fish there 1—A. Not to my knowledge.
Q. The Indians are supposed to catch their own fish1—A. Yes.

By Mr. Armitrong : . ) .
Q. You say, Mr. Green, the fish are considerably reduced in Naas River—are they
reduced to the same extent in the Skeena L—-No. Of course, there are three canneries
on Naas River, but the Naas is not so large as the Skeena.

Q- And you think fish are not reduced as much on the Skeena as on the Naas--
A No.

By Mr. Wimot : , ;
Q. Yes.  Yopu see there are three canneries on Naas, and eight on the Skeena, but
the Naas is a much smaller river—would it be half as latge as the Skeenat-—A. No;
not half as large. ’ s
Q. I see fromn a deseription I have of it, a short distauce above the “ Windsor”
cannery it is three<quarters of a mile wide, and the Naas River at the boundary is ouly
about 1,200 feet wide. Does the Indian fish on Sunday for their own use or do they
keep the Sunday 1—A. They do on the Naas, but on the Skeena they do not. i
Q. But in fishing for the canneries do they care about fishing on Sunday 1—-A. No,
they don't.
Q. There are missionaries there 1A, Yes i 5
Q. And they are led pretty much by the missionaries are they 1—A. Yes.
Q. Do cannerymen fish on Sunday at all{—A. No, I don't think so —the Sunday
iskept. = - - , ’ e - T
%. Youare the only person we have found who has actually travelled over the
ground there, and it is very good information which you have given us. Do you know
anything of sea fishing 1A Nosir. . = : ,
Q. The Indians are not engaged in that—they are alwavs waiting for the salmon!
A. Yes; they wait for the salmon ) » .
- Q. Are there missionaries up at the mncuth of the river at Hazleton 1—A. No, not

#t Hazelton, Tt

Q. Do Indians stay at the cannery in winter or go up river I-~A. There is an
Indian village at Mr. Cunningham's cannery, but mast of them go to Fort Simpson.
: Q. Where is Fort Simpson—how far trom the “ Windsor * cannery I—-A. Ahout
fifty miles from Skeens River—they have to go across the gulf to reach it. .
- Q. I don't think we can ask you anything else—we have gut very good information
from you and are much obliged to you. : n .
No further evidence being fa{hooming the Commission adjourned at 11.20 am.
to meet again at 3 o'clock p.m., at the sam;‘lghne‘ o : : :
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Marine and Fisheries.

Nawaiwo, 10th March, 1892,
Afternoon Sresion.

The Commission assembled at the City Hzll, at 3.45 p.m. -

Present :—Mr. 8. Wilmot in thé Chair: Mr. Sheriff Armstrong, and Mr. Secretary
Winter. : ' .

_ No evidence being forthcoming, the Chairman, at 4.25 pmn., declared the Commis-
sion adjournel, to meet again at Vancouver. ‘at 10 a.n., on Saturday, 19th March, 1892,

Vascouver, B.C,, March 12th, 1892,
Morning Sesrion.

The Commission was convened in the Court House st 10 a.m.

Present :--Mr. 8. Wilmot, in the Chair; Hon. D. W. Higgins, Mr. Sheriff Arm-
strong and Mr. Secrctary Winter. ‘ o

The Chairman (after calling the ineeting to order, the room being well filled by the
public) in declaring this Commission open, said to his brother colleagues and others, I
may mention in a hurried manner the object o the Commission so »o misurderstanding

" way arise about it.  The object of the Commission is to get all the information possible

about the fish and fisheries of British Columbia.' Disputes for a long time have existed
with canners and others with regard to the Fraser River fisheries particularly, and this
has culminated in having a Commission appointed. Mr. Higgins and Mr. Armstrong
were appointed on behalf of the province, abd I was appointed to sit with them. We

--have proceeded with business so far with some 8 or 10 days at New Westminster where

sope 70 witnesses were exawined, both canners and fishermen. We then proceeded to
Yictoria ard got information from canners and others on northern rivers, ete., we then
adjourned to Nanaimo. Before leaving Victoria, we passed a resolution that we would
come to Vancouver—our object in coming here was more particularly with the view of
obtaining information about the deep-sea fisheries, which I understand are here entered
into largely. So far, our meetings have been harmonious, particularly at New West-
minster and Nanaimo—a little jarring took place at-Victoria, and I hope we will get
along here hanmoniously. We expect to get through here this afternoon or evening,

.and it is important we get through as soon as possible, as many important questions are

pending our decision.  We will proceed to take evidence from any one here who chooses
to give it.  We will particularly like tohear about the halibut and deep sea fisheries
and 1 will now declare this Commission open. (To the Commissioners. ) Would it
not be better to arrange about our adjournment from here so the public can know of
our movements ! ‘ .

Mr. Hig6ixs :—Oh, we can tit today. and this afternoon, if necessary, can state our
further movements. . . ,

- Mr. Wiixor :—Well, then, will it be understood that we will sit here to-day and
adjourn, and when we adjourn from here we 'will adjourn to New Westmiuster, with the
view of going down the niver to inspect it as well as’ we can at_this season of the year.
The Commission will endeavour to get some sort of craft and go down and inzpect the
river on Monday. ' :

Mr. Higoixs :—Yes, Monday will be the last day T can be here.
Mr. ApNsTRONG :—Yes, that will do. .

Mr. R. V. WiINCH, a native of Canada, 6 years in British Columbia, a fish
merchant, and resident in Vancoover, was duly sworn. o :
By Mr. Wilmot : . .

-Q. Well, now sir, have you anything to represent to this Commission with regard to
the salmon fisheries or uther fisheries of British Colnmbiat—A. Well, with regard to
the salmon fishery J only wish to state, with regard to licenses we are not ‘properly
supplied with licenses in this city for the fresh fish market—there isa kind of monapoly

DOY as matters etand.
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Mr. WiLsor :—Perhaps it would he just as well if Mr. Jospector McNall would

state the directions he has just received from (Mtawa, on the subject of licenses.
" Mr. McNaprp band 1in a letter, dated 3nd March, 1892, which he bLad recently

received from the depariment at Ontawa, authorizing him 1o
and which was read by the Chairman, '

Mr. Wiaor :— A« yon were speaking sbout licenses 10 supply the jocal wade for
the time being, 1 may state for the information of yourself and uthers preseut that dur-
ing the sittings of the lard in New Westwinster many enquiries were made in re-
gard 10 interim licenses and a Suggestion was sent o the winister that interim lcenses -
might be issued in the meantime to those who were fishing for Joca) trade unti) some-
thing definite was decided in regard 10 standing recalstions or suy altered oues, and
that a feeof 210 should be paid for these licenses and

that this fee would go 10 aooount
for any further License iscned afterwards, This is sinply 1 permit the Jocal traders and
fishermeti 15755 6h With their work now, This doss un, 1 understand, apply to cauners
who do not fish until lster in June or J aly—T werely state this so all muy understand it.
. Mr. Wixen:—With regard W the puwmben, «ir,

By Mr, Wl :

Q. The inference s be drawn is that each bund Ad: British subject aud fisber.
mar should be entitled 1o one license, ‘and 1 presue from the wording of the oor-
respndence on the subjoct, that freezers and expurters would be entitled w0 two licenses,
50 if they waut more fish than those two would supply them with, they can buy from
regular fichermen—it is put forth, us explained, in order to allow fisherroen o goun with
their work for local trade and export trade in spring salmon t— A Well. T <hink that
would cover 'y ground—vyou see we have 1o depend upon the fish dealers in New
Westminster t5 supply the whole trade of the eity an well as fur east as Winnjpeg,

we were entirely in their hands  You see the fire of the fish that are caught will °
certainly -be shipped oot of the coustry, aud that Jeave: us with vers bigh prices, and
then to take such fish as will not be required for shipwent-—that i you may say the
culled fish, and we can take it or leave it :

Q. Aud then the best fish are shipped vut of the countiy, and the worst loft for
local market 1— A, Yes, always. '

issue 100 interin livenses,

By Mr. Higgine :

Q- Were there no liceuses here ot a1t 4. None: there has never boen any.

Q. What was the reasunt— A - Well the ressul was, at far ax 1 oould find out
from Mr. Mowat, if one loense was ssued be would have w issue livonses 1o every {rech
fish 1man in the city and that would use up adl the heenses.

By Mr, Wilmet ; .

Q And do 1 cnderstand you never had one license ' A Not vue— we vever had
one licenwe :

Mr. Wiwor :—Did vou uuderstand how they sto0d in Victoris t

Mr. Higorss - Well, 1 thovght there war one.

Mr. Wiewor:—Mr. Luspwctor MeNabl, s you give ue information—har auy
licenses boen isued in Victoris and Vausouver * ’

. Mr. McNapk —There weee several individual fisberanes frum Vaucouver who had
licenses 10 fisk on the Fraser River, but ther wild their fish 10 canvers ou the Frager
River—1her fished on the Fraser River, aud | jresume had Loenses, e

Mr Wince. - Angus Melunes woved over here—I know one bud & saoon bere-—
Imaelﬁngnb:mtfwm'tffmshﬁshavuekundl;mnldnmgmm,r. -

By Mr. Wilspest = - o .
Q. Tt soems very +trange thet in a lurge citv Lke thie thee shuuld b+ no Licenses 1
~—A. Itis very serious infkgfl.“h Com . cach s nd

J of the objects « £ missiom it W0 inve tigate marers, Fou

ueeﬂ?ew(,;;xmd;nmhubm made that iviarim licenses be issnod 1. A Well Thad
the contrect for sapplying the Csusdica Pacific Bai way xud the sieamers, aud they

i ’ : difbculty in getting fish
Mmalfrgem;qdyl&atthqd,lm*};;lmd fheulty ju getting
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By Mr. Higgins : : .

Q. I think there is no difference of opinion among the Commissione. s about the
senseless way in which taese licenses have been mam.%ed, when I see good British sub-
jects coming up in Westminster and stating they could not gei u license and yet others
got them and sold them?—A. Well, I have three boats tied up, and I can tell you I
intended to work themn whethr I was fined or not. -

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Well, but Mr. Wiuch let me tell you that these interim licenses will not make
any difference with any licensesthat may comeout afterwards, but to inake provisic» for this
fish trade, etc., these licenses are is-ued, and it will not result that if a man has one now
he will not neceszarily be entitled to another1—A. Will freezers be allowed to increase
tieir number?! .

Q. Well, that is 1 matter to be considered agaln 1A, You sev—here I deal in fish
and soll it out in pounds. I handle more fresh fish than any man in British Columbia—-
that is actually in connection with the retail trade in the cities of Victoria, Vancouver
and Westminster, 1 will handle more fish than any other man, I employ reven men

_here, and they are all married men, and from what I read in the papers, I think I employ

as many as tI'2 cinneries in that regard—then I employ men in the deep-sea fisheries too.

Q. What markets do you sell your decepsea fish in1—- Well, I have not sold
much fresh salmon except in the immediate city—then we have shipped as far east as
Winnipeg and to small towns ulong the line, but it has been so difficolt to get fish that
we could not send much to thos: plac-s. ‘

Q. But you never had any license before 1—-A. I never had any.

Q. Well, without putting it too low or correspondingly too high, how many licenses
would suit your trade?—A. Five would suit for the city trade to give me sufficient

. quantity of fish for our own use in the city.

. Q."Would your own men fish those five licenses t—A. Yes, sir. . . N

Q. Because a system has preiailed that persons getting licenses would farm them
out, and I think my brother Commissior.ers are dead against that altogether?

Mr. Higeixs.-—Oh, yes.

Mr. Wincu.—Well."any time I have not my beats at Westminster and the fish do
not come in to supply the wants of the people of British Columbia, those licenses can be
taken away from me. ' , '

Mr. Hiogins.—That is fuir—that is right.

~ By Mr. Wilnot : : -

Q. Yes, that is fair, but the system has prevailed and licenses given to parties have
got into the canneries’ hands and have been farmed out 1—A. I don’t know anything
about the canners, but I wish to get enough licenses to supply my trade,

Q. The whole object of the Commission is to investigate these matters 1—A. ‘Well,
1 started in with the city—I came in just after the fire, and it has been s very difficult
thing to get fish to supply the city—you see in the season every boat is turned into the
canneries and we cannot get fish for our trade. ) _ ’

Q. Ts it spring ealmon or rockeye 1—A. Spring salmon, people want fresh fish here -
in season, and as regards iLe hacchery, why should you hatch only sockeye fish 1

Q. Well, when the batchery was first started it was intended to only hatch the
spring salon or * quiniat,” but it would appear that the “ quinnat” was not the com-

“mercial fish of the Fraser River and the department took the information given them
by the canners and others, that the only commercial fish here was the sockeye, and so the

department took the sockeye for breeding purposes 1—A. Well, T don’t use it in my o

fresh fish trade here,

By Mr. Higgins: )

- Q. What do you think of the “quinnat” $—A. Well, we would want the spring
salmon for our trade, and you ses that is why we come in contact with the others.
© Q. Isit a fine fisht—A. Oh yes, it is a’., fine rish, ‘ Lo
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By Mr, Wilmot :

Q. Are you from the eastern provinces?—A. I am from Ontario—Cobourg.

Q. Then you have no experience of the salmon in the eastern provinces}—A. No,
sir, you say licenses should go to only British subjects?

] Well, ‘y’;ou see there aro men working here—seining for black cod-fish—and T take
all their fish—and then two other men-—1 take all their fish, besides other men I have
constant in my employ, and then I will have to have other men in Westminster, and
you see the cuantity of men I will have to have to handle these fish. Now there is
another man here who fishes for smelt and herring in winter time, but not in summer
time—he is barred from fishing in the river and it comes hard upon them if only British
subjects are allowed, but it would be better than to let in the Americans, :

Q. But if they have been here long they thould be British subjects-you see one
greatlcompluint has been made that many outsiders come in and fish I—A. Oh yes, that
18 right. v o

Mr, WiLmor.—I may say it is the unanimous opinion of the Commission that none
but British subjects should get licenses. ' : - : '

By Mr. Arinstrong :

Q. You catch any othoe fishes but smelt 1—A. Flounders, halibut.

Q. Do you catch any flounders here 1 A. Yes, we catch them in boats with =eines.

Q. Any halibui ?—A. Yes, some in the bay, the large quantities though are caught
farther north, ’ ; S

a

- By Mvr. Wilmot :

Q. Are you identified with the company that are catching halibut and shipping
them cast 1—A. In a certain way, I bought their fish and shipped them east.

Q. Has it been profitable so far1—A. Well it is this way, we have no markets, we
have the fish and means of catching them, but we have no markets—they don't use
much halibut in the east. . i o

Q. What do you mean by *“east ”1—A. Well, in Montreal for instance, a ton of
halibut would glut the market, then in Boston and castern American cities we have the
Atlantic halibut there before vs. Then,again, we have many disadvantages in the ways
of shipping—if we want to send halibut to Chicago it has actually to go round by way
of Boston. .

- Q. And do you have to send halibut to Boston to sell in Chicagol—A. Yes, 1
believe there is a large company in Boston that control the whole trade, ’

- Q. The British Columbia fishermen are virtually controlled by Boston dealers 1—A.
Yes, but I think they will make room for us in time, I think we will manage to get a
foot-hold soon. :

Q. Then the evidence so far is that a fair and large trade can be cultivated with
regard to halibut fishing here 1-—A.-Oh, yes; it is sure to come ; we need a little pro-
tection and sympathy to help us along. ‘ 4

Q. What duty do you pay on halibut going to Boston1-—A. One cent a pound.

Q. Has the representation been made that if fish was coming in as American fish
they will go in duty free 1—-A. I have not heard of that. R o -

Q. It is practised in Ontario; fish sent in as American fish go in duty free; a
Canadian fisherman will sell his nets nominally to the Americans and then the fish goes
in a8 American fish I-——A. Yes; well, I think before the next November or ].'?ecember AL

- comes along we will find a great many of the fishermen (romn the eastzrn provinces out
" here catching the fish and sending them to the States, and it will need a good deal of
protection ; this halibut fishery is just beginning, and it will not do to let it run like
. . the sahnon fishery, -~ . :
Q. Now, you have told us about, the halibut ; have you shipped. any black cod 1—
. A. Well, there are some in the market; we catch the skil ; we catch black cod here;
" it is different to Atlantic cod ; it is a different fish from the skil that comes in.. .
. Q. Are they smaller .—A. Oh, the cod-fish we catch up here by hand lines, and it
will weigh from 50 to 70 pounds. "379 _
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Q. And the skil !—A. Frow four to nine pounds ; it is a smaller fish ; it has a flat
bead, very round, and the meat is pure white, very white ; I will get some and show you.

By Mr. Higgine :

Q. Where are they caught 1A, Not kere ; I cannot give you the prﬁper location, -
but T believe it is 300 or 400 miles this side of the boundary. ‘
Q. Queen Charlotte Islands1—A. Yes, about there.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Are fish sent over the American boundary 1—A. T don'tknow; I have shipped
it to Toronto and Quebec : but they have no skil thére; now the fish is well thraght
of ; many of my customers here think a great deal of the fish.

Q. It was represented to us at Nanaimo that cod or skil would not dry as well as
the Atlantic fish: they cannot dry them for the foreign market.—A. No; they cannot
be dried, but they can be pickled in salt very well. N :

Q. Then black cod or skil is a much more edible fish than the Atlantic fish 1—A.
Well, I don’t know anything about the Atlantic fisheries ; only I know they are selling
just as well as Georgia-boned cod-fish. .

- Q. Then the ling : the ling is what vou call your cod here 1—A. Yes, sir.
Q. You see these local names confuse them as to market values, ete.; you have
. gkil, black cod and ling: are they distinct kinds of fish §— A. Well, 1 think ling and
black cad fish rre same kinds of fish. Mr. Ladner, do you know anything about it !

Mr. WiLsor.—Mr. Inspector McNabb might know something about it.

_ Mr. McNass.—The true cod does not exist in British Columbia waters, but the
ling are very much like the Atlantic ling. -

Mr. WiLwor. —But the Atlantic ling are quite distinct from the Atlantic cod.

Mr. McNapB.—Ob, yes; quite distinct and the cod are quite different t the ling.

Mr. WiLwor.—Well, the object of asking these questions is to get information
about these fish.—A. Well, the ling and the cod-fish are one and the same fish v far as
I ¢34 find out from all fishermen. ' S

Mr. McNaB.—Obi no; if you see a ling and a cod fish alongside of each other you
would see tiie difference—the fins, etc., are quite different.

- By Mr. Winmot ;

Q. The ling with us are more of the style of an eel—they have a continuous row
of fios right to the tail 1—A. Well, that is the kind we catch here.
: Q. And the codfish—has not that continuous kind of fin 3~ A. T havé not handled
any of them like that. ‘ . ;
A Q. And you think it is not advisable that licenses should be made transferable at
alil—=A. Nosir; I would not think so. .
Q. You asked the reason some hittle time ago why sockeye was bred at the hatchery -
 instead of “ quinnat "—can you give us any information from your own knowledge as
to the benefit derived from the hatchery —A. No; none at all.” - e
Q. You say men who fish with you fish with seines?—A. Yes; right out in the
harbour—there are some of the fishermen here who will give evidence that they. fish
with the seine. o : :

By Mr. Armatrong :

Q. We arenuch obliged to you for the information you have given us. —A. With
reggard to the quantities of licenses—two licenses will be of very little benefit.
. Q. Bat, they will be better than none—will they not!1—A. Yes sir; but if any
conlsidemble time between now and when the licenses would be issued it will be of very
little benefit.

By Mr. Wiltot :

Q. You can pufchue from otkers who have them?!—A. No, that wdnld not do’
eitbgr-oh, you mean to buy fish from them? - ‘ o L
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M. WiLwor.—Yes ; it js just for the present—it n‘nv be a fex days or a month
bedore (b;‘ others are issoed. ) ’ ’ st ™
- Mre. Hiscrxe,—1 wih o sabperna issued for Mr. Allan, a betel-keeper bere—T wish
to find out abuun the licenses he had. .

Mr. WiLnor.— 0}, ves ’

The secretary was then directed wo wake out a subyurna alling upon Mr. Al'an to
be present before the Commission at 2 pm.

——s

JOHN KELLY, a rative of N ewfoundland,— for 1wo vears in British Clumisa,
describing himself as of no particular occupation, though bred a fisherman, a resident of
Vancouver, was duly sworn. ,

+

By Mr. Wilme :

Q. Well sir, what have tou ot W0 say —what da you omne before this Cowmission
fori—A. Well sir, T will tell you the truth—] an on mwy oath. | have loxn handled

woney we had and are now hearly done up, )

Q. How are you done upt-A. Well, I hai 1¢ pet 8 bouse and the wind Blows
1pto it in the fall and the buys are working st it there— I bave three sous of Wy osn

Q- But why csuld you not use this twise ... A T oumld uot get a license.

Q- Why!—A. The cauneryinen had them al)._. they had all the Licenses.

Q- Then do I undrrstand vou there was go licenses becavse al] were takes apt—
A. There were no lictnses for ne—1 oould Dot get employed at all

Q. Thea you could not get a hoense and you foed aggrieved at that!—A. Yes: |
could not get me vor wy boys either.

Q Anything else - A Well, there was & ovusin of mine ctmehereudbehongm
his twine with him and he left 00 ; he could uoet use them ; be could ot get License. It
ruined him anyway.

Q. Do you know of ther persons getting licenses since you spplied - AL T dopy
know of anything except mywelf. :

Q- Do you tender moner, tool—A Yes; one vear it was 85, and last year it wag
£20. - : o

Q. Were you willing to fay £201— 1. Yex i T know nothing elee to da, exoept work
on the water. :

Q. Have you anyihing else 10 gay!—A Nojmr. -

Q. And in Nova Scotia, did you fish there §— 4. No:nout Nova Sootia. T don't
belaug to Yora Bontia. I come from a better oountry thay Nova Seotia (Lavghter.)
1 come from Nerfoundlund. i
. Q. And don’t you think this a better oomntry 1A No; I don't. My friends have
gune back, ‘ ’

Q. Well, you might fish for soles here Y—A. Well, prrbiagis oo,
Q Ymvmldmmuﬁoumemﬁshfwscdabere;vhxsmbendidytmga!-—
A Oh, capelin ood and ali kinds. Sw,lmtblcwtdlywjmﬂ;atmnskbd

E
]
¢
:
]

You think the ood the same }’wcswhinh'erimndlmdiu.&.l’es;jmtbo

niomeweuﬁbhckmd,mhm\embeoﬂisintheliver.
Q,Yuhresaentheoodtbﬂisaﬁgbthuﬁ!—-‘&. I have sven almost all of them. -

'Ihwa.ghta;ﬁin,thﬂishitﬁwtbe}ﬁdn. ‘ L

QW thm,ymthinktbeooditﬁremben?nnqﬁmbswmxuhdy,

has oil in its liver?— A Yes, sir; that is etraight

Awd what do you think of ling! A, Well, T have st cunght many of them.

1 will eatch all of them
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. would be of very little use to us. g

Marine and Fisherics.

Q. Have you caught halibut I—A. No, sir. I have caught them on the banks.

Q. Then you think the main grievance is that you have come here and you cannot
fish1—A. Yes, sir ; and would you not think it a grievance after coming here and buy-
ing a house and fetching twine here, ete. } X

Q. Well, sir, I hope you can do betterI—A. And all my Loys tod, sir. I tell you
gentlemen it is a shame : here are Italians and Chinese and all sorts at work fishing, and .
good Euglishmen and Britsh subjects on their own soil cannot get a license; that is
what England does everywhere ; she gets new countries for people to go to after hard
fighting and work, and then very fine Englishmen and Irishmen go around and cannot
get anything to do. Is that right, sir; is that the proper thing in our own country !
(Applause.) : . ' . ] ‘

The CHAlRMAN.—Order, order, please. ‘ oo

Q. Then you think Italians and others are not as good as Englishmenl--A.
(emphatically) No, sir; 1 know they are not. T have been in their countries ; I know
them ; many a blow have I pu: over their heads. (Laughter.) Ob, I have been among
them ; why in Sicily once two of us licked about a dozen of them ; pshaw, a good sturdy
Englishman or Irishman is worth a half a dozen of them any day. (Laughter.)

Q. Who did you apply to for license l—A. Mr. Oppenheiner was one ; theu the
inspector. . Hue told me there was no licenses—the cannerymen had them all,

By Mr. Higgins : V

Q. What did he tell soul—A. Oh, one thing and ‘another; b1t he didn't ask me .
questions like this gentleman has been doing, like a gentleman sh Ud. I undevstood
the cauneries had them all. : : e

Q. But you would be interested to know that the records don’t show that cannery-
men got all =—A. Well, I don’t know. We wan. to get licenses, if possible, and if we
get them the money won't go home to Italy, or it won't go to China either, as such a lot
of it does now to the shame and disgrace of the country, while our own people can do
nothing. "T'd6 Kope You gentlemen will remedy tho matter. 1 have three boys,and we
are all ishermen and have our twine, etc., and we are not fitted for much of any other
calling. Tt is really very hard that we cannot get licenses.

Mr. WiLsot.—Well, sir, your complaint is recorded. That will do.

A. W. WRIGHT, a native of Canada, six years in British Columbia, a fish-dealer,
and resident of Vancouver, was duly sworn. . .
By Mr. Wilmot : '

Q." Now, Mr. Wright, will you submit your views or complaints to the Commission
—whatever you may have to say 1—A. Well, the first subject I would like to mention
is that I represent the British Columbia Fishing and Trading Company, of Vaacouver,

. as secretary-treasainr.

Q. Well, sir1—A. The first thing I would like to mention are licenses. Last year

- we applied for licenses, but we were not furnished. This year weapplie | for ten licenses.

We have large orders for salmon from eastern Canada and the United States, and we
are not able to fill them.

Q. For what reason 1--A. Well, no licenses are issued yet.

Q. And you cannot supply your customers for want of licenses, is that it, sirl-—A.

Q. Have you been engaged in work before last year 1—A. This company has been
organized about six months, and Fader Brothers carried on the business before that. I

Yes

" am only speaking of my bus ness for this vear—practically the same company applied

for licenses last year. If any provision can be made in the meantime, the same as for
Mr. Winch, I would very mrch like to bave it done. - :
Q. Well, I simply read the letter from the department .o the inspector authoriging

. . .

him to issue in erim licenses.—A. Of course, shipping in car-loads as we do, to ﬁpens&s_
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Q. Tt is & question if you want licenses at all for Lakiout1--A. Yes; but I am
speaking of salwon.. These men won't catry up two or three salmon, and it would be
very difticult to gather fish.up. , .

By Mr. Armstrong : e

v

Q. But if fishermen got licenses, could you not get fish from tiuem 1;-:\. Well, but

then we are at a disadvantige when Mr. Winch and Mr. Port get licenses.
Q. Oh, but you are not—they have o licenses now, .-
Mr. WiLnor.—No.  You are all on the same footing for this year.

| By Mr. Higging: -
~ Q. Did Fader Brothers have licenses last Year I--A. They never had licenses.
Q- Weie there ever any licenses issued for Vancouver 1A, No; notatall. There
has never been any that [ know of,
By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Have you any knowledga of this balibut trade— A, Yes, I have.

Q. Is this company identified with catching the fish lately and shipping them 1—
A. Yes, sir. : '

Q. Has your success in citching them heen very satisfactory 1—Yes, the halibut is
very plenty. ~ ' .

Q- And do they take in eastern markets as well as the castern halibut — A,

Yes, our representative, Mr. Grant, who has just returned, tells us they take better in
some places than eastern halibut —the trsuble is chiefly that we cannot get express
service. - )
Q. Have the profits been remunerative —A. Oh. ves.

Q. And :hen it looks to become a very profitable businesst—\. Yes.

Q. And if ¥ou can do business with Chicago and other western cities it will be still
* more remunerative l—A. Yes, we propose establishing an ageucy at Winnipeg,

By Mr. Higgins:

Q. If you cannot get a license wou'd it be remunerative I-— . Well, if there were
no licenses given there would be no salion caught I suppose. '

Q. You speak of salmon?—A. Yes.

Q. And you would have 1o buy from otherst—A. Yes, some one would have to
bave licenses. - 4 :

Q. And if you had to buy them it would rlaze you at a serious disadvantage would

“it Dot —A. - Yes, sir. ’

Q. Are these halibat caught out far from the ccast? Thrse supplies that you have
obrained were they out any distance on banks 1 —A. No, sir; I have Le:n up several times
to the fishing grounds—we find during the summer s2ason halibat come down very closc,
and as 500m as the cold season comes they go up north almast s the Alaskan Boundary
—you will find them there very plentiful. - o

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. You have our Canadian fish at the Boundary then 1A, Well, they are certainly
very loyal—they wait for- us to catch themn. (Laughter.) o
- Q. And would the fishing be outside—off sme distance from the coast L— 4 Well,
Do ; our fishing s mostly within the three mile limit.

Q. My vject in asking you this is to find out where ﬁabing'il‘dvm, because I do

not think it is necessary for you to get a license for deep-sea fishing, though I azm riot
quite preparai to say exsctly—1I think in the inlets and ba#'s licenses are necessary. but
not in outside waters!—A. There i one matter I would like to say. We user] a beam
teawl like what jw used off the English coast ‘snd in trawlirg off the coast here for bali-
bat or any fish we may take in, we may take young salmon.  Well, how woald that
effect ns—we don't need a license fur it but if we take salmon ! : :
Q. Do you use a long beam trawll—A. Yes, about 40 feet. '
Q. It sweeps along the bottom and *Akzg in everything I—A. Yey, sir.

-

i - ¥




- The trouble is to fix it so the river will not be over-fished, ~

~ Marine and Fisheries.

Q. The opinion is in England and other countries that this trawl is very destruc-
tive hecause it takes in everything along the bottom, and destroys vast quantities of
young and immature fish1—A. Well, it is not necessary to kill the amall tish—the fish
all come up alive that I have noticed in the net, and the small ones not used for com.
mercial purposes ave thrown overboard.’ :

Q. Well, thatis at present, no doubt, because the commercial needs for fish are

_ somewhat limited —A. Well, perhap.—we use the saae trawl.

Q. What sire of meshes in the bag #—A. The meshes decrease towards the bag. 1
think they would be 2} inches extension. 1} inch square,

Q. Well, now, what sort of fish do you catch in this trawl 1—A. Well, soles, and
flounders, and halibut. '

Q. Have you soles here, the true sole 1—A. Yes, sir; we have got brill, too.

Q. Do you catch soles with the others?—A. Yes; brill is caught occasionally with
halibut und tlounders, dog-fish, etc. C

- Q. What is the average size of soles you catch1—A. Well, from 4 inches long to

about 8 inches. . : :

-+ Q.- They -are pretty -broad, nre they not1—A. Yes, sir; they are rather Lroader . ...

than long. .

Q. And brill1—A. They ave larger again; 14 to 16 inches long.

Q. And cod are larger yet 1A, Yes. .

Q. And salmov, what size would yo catch 3—A. Oh, any salmon that might be in
the water. - -

Q. Adult fish or would they be young t—A. Oh, no; adult fish.

Q. Any herring?—A. No.
-~~~ Q. Flounders?—A. About 12 to 14 inches long, -~ -~

Q. My desive in asking you-is that there is a desire on the part of the Government
to protect the young fish so they may grow ‘o marketable sizz and be useful.. And
where are these shipped to —A. To the North-west and other places. '

Q. Then you are one who does not think Canada is a foreign country 1-~A. Oh, no;
we have shipped considerable to the United Stutes, Boston and New York. About
taking the small fish; I have never seen the small fish; I do not think the breeding

" grounds are in shore ; we have done our fishing in deep waters and I haviy never seen

the young fish in those waters.—A. No; the breeding grounds are in rive s and appar-
ently they do not stgy in those waters. *

Q. No; but you see there would be small brill and soles and flounders, eté., in the

.neighbourhood of where you catch the big ones1-—A. No; not necessarily. - Now we

never see small halibut. 'We catch all sizes of big ones, but the breeding grounds seem
to be outside. = o : B '
- Q. But would not the little ones be on rough bottom 1-—A. No; we cannot get fish
on rough bottom. . . i
Q. But on a gravelly bottom with stones like this (ink-bottle), the young of
flounders will run right into the gravel and soon be out of the way 1—A. \Vel?, a trawl

would take a stone like that in. We fish on sandy bottom and have never seen small

ones. . .
- Q. Then you think the halibut fishery will become very important to British Col-
umbia1—A. Yes, sir. - s
Q. What size of sole did you say you take!—A. Well, about-10 inches. We
hardly think it right that we should not have any licenses in Vancouver, New West-
minster seems to°get the whole of theni. . ; ,
Q. The trouble lies here, with a large nutaber of canning establishments and then
parties like yourself all getting licenses, query : would it not be too many for the river?
" Mr. Hico1¥s.—Do you not think that would arrange itself
Mr. WiLdor.—Well, yes; it might be a “survival of the fittest.”
Mr. Weient.—Well, we think we should be encouraged ; we have invested a large
amount of money in the business. ‘ 98¢ ,
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M. Wluxf)’r.-«-Oh, yes; I merely throw this out tc ses if you think it can be over--
«done ; you see if there are so many getting licenses hers and so many in Westmirister,
and 80 many canning establishments all getting licenses, it might over.fish the river ;
the obiect, is not to do this if ible. : 2

- Mr. Higo1xs.——But woulg people catch fish if they could not sell them ?

Mr. WiLwor.—Well, we have found that great quantities were ciught and then
thrown away. . ‘ '

. Mr. HiGo1Ns.—Yes; but I think it would fix itself ; it is debarring people from
getting licenses that gives all the trouble, : :
By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Have you anything else, sir,‘ you wish to say 1—A. No, sir,

Mr. AkustrONG.——Wo are much obliged to you, sir, for your information ; it has
- been very interesting. .

JOHN INGLEHART, a native of

‘Quebee, four years in British Columbia, a -~

By My. Wilmot :

- 'Q. Wel), sir, what have you to iepresent} 1—A. Well, T heard that last man s:.sy
they were not able to buy fish from the fishermen ; I fished last fall ; T got a license
w.ad T came last fall to sell my fish, but they would not bu(i' my fish; I saw lots of

- Indians thero selling fish and T could not sell my fish, but had to go around town and
sell them as best I could. ‘

Q. Well, where were the supply of fish these people sbtained ; where did they get
them?-—A. Well, I think they got them from Indians; I see lots of Indians come
here and they have no licenses and they sell their fish, : .

Q..And you thihk if Indians sold fish without licenses you labour under dis-
advantages!—A. Yes. ‘

Q. What net do you fish with —A. I fish with sockeye net, a drift net,

Q. Where do you fish1—A., Rifht, around here in the harbour. :

Q. What do you catch principa ly 1—A. Sockeye and dog-fish sometimes. .

Q. And cod-fish 1—A. I only caught two cod-fish in my net.

Q. And spring salmon 1—A." No ; not here,

Q. Where do you catch those1—A. T catch some spring salmon in the K
River; I had a license for there, too. |

Q. Are sockeye numerous here; do you catch them in any numbers here 1—A,

Well, T was not fishing much here ; I fishied in the Fraser River and afterwards came
here '

raser

.Q. And you complain that other persons who did not take licenses had the
advantage of you inselling fish to this market, or to the persons here 1I—A. Yes; I wrote
myself to Mr. Mowat to come and stop that, as we were not allowed to sell our fish; it

Y. .
Q. You wrote to have people stopped who were fishing with-out a license 1—-A., Yes.
Q. Did you have license last year 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have had licenses since you were in this countryf—A. The first year I
fished for Mr, Munn ; he was in Westminster ; T went to Mr. Mowat, but he says, “all
the licenses are given away.”  “Well,” I says, “I must have one, I am still a fisher.
man; I commenced to fish when ten years old” I wrote to Ottawa about it, but it
was t0o late, and he told me to go to Mr. Mowat, and next year I had a license.
© " Q. What year was that -—A. The year before last ; I fished for Mr. Ewen.

Q. What was the quantity of sockeye you caught last year and the year before 1—;7
A Last year T caught about 4,000. ' : .

Q. And what did you get for them?—A. Ten cents a piece. MY
Q. And what was the usual weight —A. The sockeye about 4, 5 and 6 pounds,

Q. Did you ever catch any as high as 8 or 9 pounds 1—A. Well, I never remomber

I never weigf;ed them either. - . : :
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Q. Do they make any difference in the weight of fish in buying them!—A. No,

suppose it is 20 pounds, you would get just the same. ’ h

Q. What part of the river did you fish'in1—A. Oh, all along the river, in spri
4 miles below {{"estminstcr, and when sockeye came in, T went to fish at the mouthlg
tl. river. ’ .

Q. On the sand banks —A. Yes sir. . : - ‘

Q. And are the baats very numerous1—A. Yes, and I will tell you something, I
swore to tell the truth, I was here 3 yearsago, and 1 fished for Mr. Muun, and every one
had a license, and they set their nets right on tap of us, there was 200 and 300 fathoms
of net. a e

Q. And then the 150 fathoms was not stuck to1—A. Well, I don’t know, the law
was not in force for that then. N

Q. Do you think it injurivus to have a continuous string of nets running down
there 1—A. Well, T don’t know. : .

Q. Have you'any nets there with wings 1-—A. Well, T think 150 fathoms net is

long enovugh. A ,

Q. What mezrhes deep are they 1—A. 45 at the mouth of the river and 35 and 3C.
Q.- Have they- ever-beon-tronbled -with offal in the river much f-~A. Well, yes, last
year I went down front Mr. Ewen's cannery, and the first time there was an Italian. he
put his net about 20 yards from me, I saw nothing at all that time, then when I went
down to lower end of my drift T hauled up my net and he came belind me and I set
my net acruss and he came ngain and he put his net about 40 yards from me, and I said
that is not the way to fish, you break the Government's law. i

Q. Oh yes, you mean to say the nets are too close together, but do you ever get
offul in your net 1—A. Yes, I got 5 or § last year, only 6 or 6 heads.

Q. What effect on the river has the offal —A. Oh, I don't think it hurts it much.

Q. What effect in creating sickness on the river1—A. Oh, I was there for years
and T drank the water. ,

Q. And did it affect you at all 1—A. No, sir. Coe

Q. What about the close season on that river, I mean from G o'clock Saturday
night to 6 o'clock Sunday evening, do yoa think the wholo of Sund«y should be kept as
against fishing or not1---A. Well, I don't know. ¢ : .

Q. Do you tish on Sunday yourself {-—A. No, I never do that, even when I might
fish, I never worked on Sunday since I cornmenced. ) .

Q. And a man who fishes on Sunday and you don't, has he any advantage over
youl—A. Well, I uever see any fishing unti] 6 o'clock Sunday-evening. ____ ..o =

Mr. WiLyor.—-Very well, thank you sir; that will'de.” :

- '
Dr. Duncan Bell-Irving, M., a native of Seotlaud, n resident and practising
_ physiclan in Vencouver since 1883, was duly sworn.
By Mr. Wilmot )

: Q. Now, sir, have you anything to present to this Commission 1—A7 "Waell, I was™ ~

asked to state what I knew about the typhoid Tever on Lulu Tsland and Sea Tsland. I
have treated a large number of cnses since my arrival here, especially in the last year,
but there have been always cases there. I have roticed that out-breaks ou the 'Delta
land are‘the same as we 'have here in Vancouver, the same causes that produce it here
protiuce 1t Bown there, and from observations T have made I have come to ‘the conclu-
gion thdt ¢he water of the Fraser River has.not 80 much to do with it as the surface
water they use andl the general stéte df 'farm Luildings, eto. T have Trequently noticed
the well will'be in the'front yard and ‘the privy and oess:pool not 20 or 80 yards away
antl a8 the water ¥ises with the rise and fuﬁ'of the tid, 1t really don’t make much differ-
ence whether they take the water out of the well or Trom the cess;pocl. -~
. Q. Then they are not persons df taste? (Laughter,)—A. ng:)‘l would ndt say
the water would not taste better, 'but it requires snch a small.quantity of the Jpoison to
cause (he fever that it would not make muacél6 difference. T have noticed ulso that the

Y
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outbreaks of fover seldom correspond with the salmon fishing time ; there has really
been more sickness there after the fishing is done in Octoher and Decewber, and the last
ctse I treated there was just before Christmas time, and 1 cannot ronceive that the
offal has had any effect in brin%i_ng about this late case. We had precisely the same ex-
perience in Vancouver here, before the water works started it was all over the eity, but
since then it is confined to the outskirts of the city where the water is confined to wells
and cess-pools, and I thiuk it would bo better to drink watar from the river than from
the surface cess.pools and weils, I have frequently told the farmers down there that
they should not drink .the suiface water and they should have tanks. It is the sanie
way in all flat lands —if you cannot get wells be{ow the surface it would be better to use
‘the rain water kept in tanks. Then the humerous numbers of dead salmou I have seen
. on the banks up the river will do much more harm than the offal that is dumped into
“the fresh water, because the sun and heat has undoubtedly something ¢ do with the
formation of this poison. . ,
Q. Have you anything further to submit 1—A. I think that is all.
Q. Then your general impression is to say the offal is not injurious 1—A. I would
not say it improves the water, but I don’t think it causes sickness,
7 Q. You have heen treating patients in Lulu Island and Bea Island, whon was the
principal time—A. I would think in November aitd December, but there are cases ail
the year round. .
Q. Would decompasing vegetable matter be as iajurious as animal matter 1A, Ob,
yes; but it takes a long time. :
Q. The fishing goes on in July, does it not 1—A. Yes. N
Q. And the offal is thrown in ; how long wauld it take to decompose1—A. O,
but a fow days. o ‘ ’ '
Q. And fishing ends about the end of August 7—A. T don't know about that.
Q. If this offal ledges in bays .and sloughs would it .net decompose there I—A.
Undoubtedly it would. i
- Q. Would it not throw off deleterious matter 1—A. ‘Ob, yes it would. :
Q. And you think that has no. effect upon health?—A. T'am not prepared tosayit - - - -
has, but I think if not a bit of salmon were thrown into the Fraser River—I think the S
people would be just as had becauss it is almoat impossible to get yood water-thore——
Q. How long have you been practising there 1-=A - T"came to the country in 1883,
and have been practising onafid off’ since then. . o
--—==""Q."And you have had many cases of typhoid fever!—A. Yes; many of them;
more last year; in fact some of them are not over yet.
Q. And you think driaking water from the river woold be better?—A. Yes; I
think it would be much better. I.think the sewage and master from these cess-pools is
really the cause of the typhoid fever.
Q. And it is not added to by the offal that is thrown in I—A. I think it would be
just as bad if no salmon were thrown in at all. :
Q. 1 suppose you know the old adage, “that doctors differ and patients die}”-—\,
Yes, I know. T S
T Q0 And suppose other doctors gave a different opinion?—A. Well, it would not
alter my opinion. ‘ L
. '‘Q. And you think taking water from the deeper portion of the river would be
better than from shallow waters!—A. Yes.
Q. And if this deep water is impregnated with poisons, would it not'be'badl—A.,
Yes ; T would not care to drink it myself ; I tol shese pegple time and time.again that
‘they will have to make tanks and collect rain water from their sheds. : _
Q. Some df the doctors say put a little whiskey in it; do you think the same 1
A. Well, it would take a great deal of whiskey to put in it.” There is uothing peculiar
about this ; T'have segqn the same thing in many flat countries ; T have been in Demararg—————
~ and Holland, and it is all the ssme, and there are no salmon there. Ca

2 By Mr. Higgins : [
Q. You say you would think the water would be better to drink than the surface ~ .
water 1—A. Yes; I would rather drink it ;;7& not from sloughs, . .
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¥ By Mr. Wilniot ;

! Q. 'l‘henmnthmkoﬁ'alhasane&dontbenteroftbenver!—-! Well, I con-
sider the dead fish much worse.

Q. But you say iresh offal thrown in wouldde«mp(»emndavorhol——‘& Yes ;
but the bud\- of water is so great.

Q. But these dead fish up river would not effect it by floating up there and not
down below +—A. Well, perhaps: what 1 sid was that offal dumped in the water
would not be as bad as dead fis decaying and floating down in such great numbers.

Q. But if offal is added to thaw dead fish, would it not make it worse l—-A.
Well,

Q. Dues the ase of foul waters produce dysentery —A Oh, there is no doubt of
that. '

Q. Then if peesons lnne dysentery in that neaghbourbood wouli Yyou say it was
brought aboat by foul water t—A. Well, I would say it was one of the commonest
caunses for dysentery ; but T have examined the water from many of the wellson the
island and “impare” is no word for it. :

Q. And are we to infer that they prefer drmh that water therv, whereas the
water along the shore of the niver is Detter —A. W ell, they cannot get any other kind :
they live some little way from the shores, but it is not peculiar to Lulu fsland; it is
the same up here.

Q. ‘But would this impore water permeate thmugh the soils?—A. Yes; I Thaveno
doubt it would. e L

). Then the wells would be impregnated from-thesé impurities —J. Yes; there
is no doubt it would ; these impurities from om the sub-soils filter through.

_Q Yenseg Dr. r. Bell-Irving, that when residents of a community petition against

————"this matter it is the duty of the Gorernment to find out all about the causesof these
sicknesses. —A. Yes: bat I do not think it is the offal ; if 3 net wis stretched across
the Fraser River and all the fish caught in it dumped there, I do not think it would be

- any worse. This is no opinion got up for the occasion ; I bave held these views for a
long time. I believe typhoid fever there is produced from the same causes asin Van-

~ couver and all other partz of the world, vir : sewage and cess-pools ; they are responsible
for nine-tenths of all the typhoid fever the "Ot“d over.

Mr. WiLwor.—Thank you, sir.

i
1
i
5
§ 
y
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WILLIAM CAMPBELL, a native of Scot}and, three vears in British Colnmbi&
a ficherman, and resident of Vanovuver, was daly swormn.

Wirsess —Well, I bave applied three years now for a license and could not get

one. .
e By M. Welench :

Q. Licenses to fish where!——-&. On the Fraser River. :
Q. Was any particular cause given why 1—A. Well, they say ewry\udy that went
_ themmdpmmmqubatmcaned themselves a fisherman and the licenses were all
given out and there was none left for me. - ,
Q. Wmvmaﬁsbemmmwdmd!——;l_ Yes, sir. -
Q. What inducement brought you to this country A Well, I came to thic

conntr\' with the intention of m
Q. Did you come to this te neighbourbocd for Mpnxpase)——.&. Yes sir.
Q. And you found yona)uldnolﬁshntbmknhcmsel—.&. Nosir. .

Q Andd;dymﬁshformherpeopkntbontnhmolvourovnt—‘&. Yes,su,
I was for Mr. Munn.

Q. And you think it a hardship as a Bntmdxmb)edthuyonmnnotgetboexmb
Mkﬁmm of otbe licenses after you applied 14
Q you know r persons getiing you —A I om

notmw—--lapﬁnedmepongh. 288
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Ly Nr. Arvietromg : .
v Q- On what terme did oy bt T wge lired 1 the pioce—xix mod » baY
ocents a fish ‘ ’ ’
Q. With anoaber wan with Ful-A Yeo sir

Q Ivd he pe1 iix and & bal emts 1A N it vE six aud a lu}fl;aé.uu fur 1wo
s » ‘

By Me, Wilyaed :

Q Which indugded ol and net oA The bt vae our own bt na the per

Q- Sajor the v of 1he st you two wer, ot s anud & hnlf cemte for the fish 4
A Yes, wr, T ) .

Q@ Was that the current price fr fiod cn the river -~ & think sowe gt eiphit
oents, ' R

. Q Did any pet twenty oenuteA As fur w I eay endentand, some who bad

Lcenes of their cwn ma tverty cente ’

Q And yon would expect 10 get ware I yow had Hrenws of your owe A, T wogdd
€XpPat 10 et t enty cemts i

Q. Have you made any cadonlation of the G- o1 aTrn — Yo ; lwst vemr var a
suall year and we cinght over f66#F thousand fisk.

PG know of e fish britg exugdt than couwld b vell ma rid of st the

anveries A Well, we <kip one or twp days when we dent fad st Wl
Q What is 1he veuad cize of salnem you catel '— & Frum sis 10 eight prunds
Q. Are rus aware <f any quantitice of fish teing thrown sway borauss tier cannm
be used 31— A Nea last vear. - i}
- Q. Anyxear—A Yer: I think they wore the vexs mfure

' Ey Mr. Avawerong :
Q But do you see suy one turow them svaY frow of whinres o from e M e

A Well T dunt see that
Q. Then you dou’t kuow A, Wi qur, oulsteke What Yot set voursed.

Ky Nr. Higgiva . .
Q I xyot own your et you fish witk A Nosh: 1w it fran tle caneries

Qe I R OB U Yoy bt o AL Y el st
Q What was the boat word A k48
Q Did you build it yoursdf 1— A, Xy, sir.

Q ¥ .\ the cannery ciarge Jou mayhing for kading you the net -4 Well that

was acorimng w0 the prive 1 o for the fish
By Mr. Wilwa# :
Q- Theo if you swned the pet Fom worié ma morefor yonr fisk L — A Yes - - - -
Q Whet is the price of & ner A Well T thunk we conld =t one like we fished
with for BI(KL :
Q. Where did yorfisht— A A1 Ses lsiand. ’ oo
Q Avd were the boste wide spart?—A. Wil T shink there vere envuph buate
fishing therr las vear. { _
Q@ Was xuyv restrivtitn: made 30 jeavs & ceai. portion of thr river opem ur was it
fished £ll over 1A It won fished b ovar as fur o 1 couid see.
Q Wit 3 vour idea of the effers of ofial throws in e miver -4, Well, T dins
know that it mde uny difference 1o the fish .
Q- Axy 1o your vetet—4. 13 dowe. T tulisne—3he off gets on and rone them.
Q What effoct Lus it ou the buman fawily iv drivking water “— A Well I think
I is oot very good and T bear everybody compinin. : .
Q. Db you drink it yoursalf 1—A. Ve, but uit £ 1 cun e wuxthing el

By Mr Hipgina :

Q. Do you feeld suy effects from iti— A Xe
e v 11
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By Mr. Wilsnt :
Q. Did you filter the vater or take it fram the river L—A We driak it from the
nre!

Q. Do you get from above the' cannery or below 1 —A. From above.
Q Why !~ A Because it is better water.

- By Mr. Higgine :
Q. Do you think decayed fish is worse than offal !—.—\ Well, 1 lhmk fish thrown
in would rot about the sae.
Q. 1 mean the dead fish that foat dewn §-—As Ob, I think they would be about
the same.
By Nr. B “Wwiot :

Q- The dead fish that you see—do you thmk !bev were thrown in from the canneries
or came dotn from the upper waters+—A. 1 lbongbt they were fish that fell out of the
U nete

By .Vr Iltgqnu . :
Q. Don't you think that the dead fish would ngt bold togelher to come down the

river! We have evidence that live fish hardly hold together togo up!—A. No, I think
they would hardly hedd tapether to come down. R

What do vou 1nean by a “few "1 A. Fouror five in an hour.
What do you do with them I— A, Ok, we take them out. . -
. And the only effect it has is to rot the rets}—A. Yes

By Mr. Wilmol :

Have yoa seen am offal al(-ng the skughs and banks ! —A. Nq I (hmk every-

thmgtht woes in is taken nght out.
’ Ay in the sloaghs or bays I—A. \ql have never seen any.

oo

By Mr. Higgine =
. Have you seen the Sand Heads bare!— 8. \'
. Any offal there 1—A. 1 bave never seen any. ‘
. Have yoa been out in Oulachan run!—.5. Y ’
. Have you seen them in any luge qnntmeu under the c-menes 1-A. No, I
cannot say I have seen them.
g Q_ Do you know of auy cowing to this coentry hke{wndfmh intentions to 6sh !
\mlkm-rdfourotber\bnttbethnregmeh( home. )
Q Because they omld not get licenses to fish 1— A, Yes :
Q. If they had got licenses ‘rould they remain do you think —A. Yes, I think
they woukl
Q-—Then-nca getting licenses lns pnwntod settlers from coming heret—A. Yes, I
thick it has for fishermen.
Q. What is the occopation of pevsoms wiso have licenses in the other part of the
year}—A He osuld pursuhsﬁshmgm some other way-—he could golnhbnﬁshmg
or seining, or sume other way. .
< Mr. WiLnor. - Thenk you, sir.

The Cormission ndymmtdatl"&)?! tomeetagunat’PM at tbesameph(e

RLLLOC

] \’.ssoom E%, March 12th, 1892,
Aﬁﬂm Seapéon. N

The Commission was convened at 2 pro.,in the Court Houre.
Present :—Mr. 8. W hyot in the Chair ; \lr. Sbenﬂ“\rmstmgmd Hoo. D. W.
nggms, with Mr. Secre: uy Wiater.

(]

- Have you ever got any offal in your nets 1—A." Yea, quite a few. T
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Mr. NICHUL ALLEN. » native of Soothad, vine voars in British Crdumbin s
resident, and bl keegwe in Vancaver, wae daly sweene : dumnlin

Mr. Witwor, —What have ¥ v Iy tefure the Cranmissiog ¥
Ly Mr. Heopging - . ‘
Q Are yon enpagsd in fishing 1— A 1 bave & Hoense fur fisdiing, 1 have had it for
.0 Tears, ’
Q Tofish whereto. A O the Frawr River.
Q. Did yon ever tive o the Fraser River 1— 4. N0
. Q. D v every fulhow fising for s hvelib o3 to 8 Ney my vantve was w
fedlow A at the ful) and 1 wanid 10 et twe Boenses, aut fr ¥ o aud one for i,
I wanted 1< o inw the crring wrade ’ .
Q. Did yer som fish S~ A Ny be did o fieds )
Q Who sugpliod yor with Boeuse 1—A. 1 had 2t irne Mr. Movstl -
Q. What did yuu 1ell Mr. Movat whey O weLl Lo b lioenwe LA Ok 1 did g
vell him avything. T wrote the Minister «f Fisbarios at uwe
Q. I vou pet & regilv A Ther 10}d me ther bad ndorred 3t 1 Wi apeus ot
New Wetnauster, ’ )
Q: Afterwards ou pod 8 Hotmee I— & Yes
Q. What did yoo pay for it - & &5,
@ What did vem do with 11— A podd 16 ¢ et 14 Inh xud wrrarged with My
Todd 1o 2adie the fish 1 voule Five him. wud Whosr be would wot tuke 1 earvod thuan inte
‘"“*‘w«\,mgpamd sold b : ‘
" Yo dieed oo et o fish for yow A Yes 1 Lave themn u porovutage, § guve
them m&hirm"*ﬁmihd 3 borve aud ot mnd caomed e mz}«.« wen &

Q Bt that wid 1wo rean ago LA Yeo o

Q. And vor paid thear wethind twd 1o uunge meiibre what gunld thet e b
A Alut 1350 cach, 1 oot bt exnctdy 1] that vt fwo yeurs agn, e

Q HEow did yow g1 s boeuwe for the sooimd Yeur — A J wpqidind for it 1 eun wy T—
syplication 1o Mr. Mowat and augdures two wen or the Ferr spt ther woude sbunt we
SR, Wbt CALIETITDES T Uaean, Luat it out-thied of the S8k eush od | ke the belunce
for my et wud Loeuse. .

Q And thut save you bow mock euch ¥ $—-A Ok T hud vin wach lest yeard
]’mnde a intde before Just year. : ‘
i Q Did yon wake £307 e vear S- A O 1o min vesr that
C Q After ol exprnser wore pauid

Mr. Aneereore.—You comst your bt xud weq w eFpuuws A O ves, euch
¥ear that cawe ovt of the hind, (e wpethird |

Ly Mr. Hopgina : . R
Q. You hud 1o supply everitbing b A Eversthiug but the Wbour. : -

Q. Yuu went (mm wlzh;::f wuetuird ' A Yes, 1 lwd 10 oy up the plam :
in foll and paid for the Lrense . :

- Q Have yoa spplied fov whir year — A T bave ma yet b 1 exgennt 10 wyly aud
Tintend so spgdy for 1wo Hoaneen a1 wisk 10 oo e Lie tende wore fullr.
. Q You we very modesy, 1 dovt whink vor shuuid e wuy—A T think we should
£ a renewal .

i B;i Mr. Wilndt ; ‘ : .
@ Hare vou sy ides of the probubie youder of sl you diided the yosr before

st b A Aless %00 ; .
Q Axnd laas yewr —A T shink they would sverng: bt 40000 wus & susk
By Mr. Hwyoowe : : o
Q. Yet vou &id betaer than the year Wedore 1— A I vus on bevyer prove i
Q. Yom pan 15 s 1ast vewr A No: iast Jewr § didut g o andh. 1-du’s
seavenber exactdy. 1 gt 4,300 fud WJUH‘;:.;!}D{_: itee sl i
N 3
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Q. The ﬁrstr vear you got 15 cents1—--A. I ’ only averaged abou® 9 cents the first
year. , .
Q. A pretty good investment, don’t you think, to put in &5 and take out what you
did I—~A. Oh, well, I put in more than that—320 last year. T don’t think the invest.
ment is so very great. -You want a new net every year, and really there is not a great

Q. But there is so much in it you are going to apply for two?1—A. But if I had
two, I could give it more attentiofi than if I had one. k

Q. Did you sell the year before on the maiket or sell to the cannery I—A. T sold
to a cannery—the Lulu Island Canning Company. Of course, it w: ‘he first year the
started, and they wanted to get all the fish they could. Last vear, Mr. Todd took all,

By Mr. Wilmot ;

Q. You are not a practical fisherman yourself —A. No; I am not a practical .
fisherman or dealer in fish. ’
Q. Very well, sir; that is all.

i

~ Captain GEORGE, a native chinook Indian, of Harrison River, was duly sworn,
Being unable to speak much English, the questions put to him and his answers were
interpreted by Mv. P. Tiernan, Indian agent.

Mr. Tieryax.-~I may say, before he commences, that fifty Indians came to me and
wanted to come here before you, but I thought vre would be enough to tell you all—he
is a fisherman and farmer. ‘ .

Tuk ISTERPRETER. —He says that himself and others are not pleased at all.

‘By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. What'at 1--A. He says that the whole of the Indians only get forty licenses,
and that they are very much displeased at the number they get. .

Q. What is the number of their tribe 7—A. His tribe is about 120 all told, hut
that does not cover all—the forty licenses cover all the tribes.

Q. Then their complaint is because they only get forty licenses f-—A. He says the

- white men come here and get licenses and his people were here first. It is the same
old story.  The white men ccme and get licenses first in preference to them, and he says
they should not.  Many tell him the Indians come to help the fishermen. He thinksif
the Indians would not i\e]p the fishermen, there would be no fishery at all.

Q. What does he mean by fishermen 1--A. The canners.

Q. That if not for the Indians the cannerymen would not get on with their work?
—A. Yes; that is what he means.  He says God gave them these waters and the fish
and the land, and now it is taken away from them by new comers. .

Q. You tell him that the law gives preference to them—that they can fish without
licenses for their own use, but not. for barter or sale, and that when they come in com-
petition with white men, they must stand in the same position as white men, but when
fishing for their own use, they can fish without licenses.—A. But I may tell you, Mr.
Wilmot, that they are not allowed to fish. I know an instance where their nets were
taken and cut to pieces up at Yale-—a poor cripple of a inan—and they have not the
privileges vou speak of. : - ' )

By Mr. Arinstrong ' . '

Q. Well, who did that 1—A. Well, T won't tell you who did it—1I know who did it,
and I had to pay 23 out of my own pocket to get twine for that_poor old man.

Q. Do Indian~ use any other way than by drifting and spearing 1—A! They don't
spear at _all—they only put up a few barrels for their o.:n use. ’

Q. When did this occur, Mr. Tiernan, if you will not tell us the nane }-—A. Three

years ago—it-was an officer of the fisheries department. . .
Q. Then an otficer of the Inw+—A. Yes. !

392 |
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Q. Well, T think the same law prevails here and it is intended at least that the
same shall be thrughout the whole Dominion, that Indisns on their reserves shall fish
atany time and in any manner, Lut they must not fish for sale or barter?—A. Well,
thatis just what I want to know —I wanted to kaow if they are allo ‘ed in any manner
to catch fish for their own use; 1 want your opinion on that point t

Q. But if allowed to catch them for their o%n use they must be allowed a.pplixmotts

—they cannot catch them with their hands alone —A. With nets.
Q. Wel), if with nets they must be for their own use—but if they catch them and

put then in the warket they are the same as whitemen and must come under the same:

rules.—A. But they want to know if they can cateh these fish and pnt up & few Yarrels

- of fish for their own use}

i

Mr. WiLxor.—Certainly they are allowed to do that - that is the intention.
Mr. Tiervax-—~Well, I'know an officer was sent up last yeir and they touk away
an old man’s net—an old man 79 years of age, and he has never got it back vet,
By Mr. drinstrong

Q. Well, I think vou are bound to answer the question as to who this was—if you
know it'—A. Well, I'would not like to tell it.

Q. Well, there are lut of thing: people do not like to tell. but when on the £iand
they have got to tell it. :

By Mr. Wilnot :

Q. Wasit Mr. Green!—A, No.

Q. Was it Mr. Mcldonald 1—A. No.

Q. It wasnot Mr. Grant or McNeish *— A, Oh, uo.

Q- Then these are all the fishery otticers -~ you know Mr McNabbi—A. Yex
" Mr. MeNasr—-No: T believe it was before my time, :

Mr. WiLnor (1o Mr. MeXabb).—These are all the oficen 1 have read over?

Mr. MoNanb-—Yes, at present.

By Mr. Higgine :
Q. It happened at Yalet—A. Yeu
Q. Then you have to give the name, Mr." Tiernan.
By Mr. Wil ; ‘
Q. And if this wan did this it is most unjust’—A. Well, it is tin late now—be is

in New Westminsler,
Mr. McNaps.—May I be allowed to say 4 word !

Mr. WiLnot.—Yes.

Mr. McNabn—Under the preseut act none of the oficers under 1me was guilty of

this crime our friend attributes ty me, but had that occured last vear his net would
have been taken away because the law demands it, because Indians are allowed 10 cateh
fish in any other way except by drifting or spearing and these are -disallowed —an
officer todo his duty would be obliged t do this. ‘

A. Well, if I am compelled to say it—1 am on my oath—his name was John Bule. -

Mr. WiLnotr.—Well, under the circumstances that Mr. M >Nabb states, John Fuln
would be perfectly justifies in doing this.  Mr. McNabb ie it Your duty to instract officers
under you to seize nets that may b= used by Indians in the river! ) -

Mr. McNaBr ' Just to illustrate this, T may say last year I went out myvelf and
the ¢ld man, the Chief, had a long net and be tock it in and promised not 1o use it
again. - There was a good deal of correspondence with the Indian departwent. xnd after
a guod deal of ml;ondenee, 1 received & Jetter which the :\Ilmstﬂ rent to the Indian
department that an officer was obliged to take thess pets, ue it was against the law.

' A. Butin any case it exceeded the law to take it and cut it. t

By Mr. Wil : N

- Q. Well, T don't know—if a net ic ilk-gally used and you simply take it away, it
\\’Onlc? be n-sei(’i again—the practice it to eut or bum them all over the Dawinion —they
393
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are generally sold at auction and bought in by friends—the best way is by destroying
them—1T merely speak of the general rule 1—A. Well, but the general rule sheuld not be-
in force against the Indians. ‘ .

Q. Yes, but the “ntenticu is to give the Indians a privilege the whitemen have not
—he can fish at any time on his reserves, but if he goes in to sell or barter, why he must
be on the same footing as whitemen 1~ A. Oh, we know that—hut, Mr. McNabb what
does a whiteman pay for his privilege of fishing for his own use. )

k By Mr. McNah:

. TQ. #21-A. Well, now sif;_what great privilege is that—the whiteman fishes for

By Mr. Higgins :

Q. But Indians fish for nothing---now what does this man (Capt. George) want 1—
_A. He wants unlimited licenses for Indians—every Indian to get a license.
Q. Would they pay $201—A. Oh, I don't know.
Q. Do they work for canneries 1A " Yes, they do mostly—may I ask if 20 will
bo the license fee this year! o
Mr. Anustrong.——Well, that is not settled yet.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Oh, yes: it is the Jaw now-—nu Indian tishes for his own use now for nothing,
except they use spears or drift-netst-—A. But under that law they cannot fish unless
they go in and catch fish with their hands.

.

By Mr. Armstrony ;

Q. The law intends they' shall have the same facilities they had befure whitemen
came here}—A. Well, T will tell you—before the whitemen came they had nets and
now they cannot have these —why should they not be allowed to fish !

¢
By Mr. Wilmat :

Q. 1 must adnat theieis an error in some way in the regulations—the law at present
says they cannot fish with drift-nets or spears, but cannot they fish with nishagans or
negogs, or whatever they arv ealled !—A. Oh, no; they do not use them hero—that is
for eastern Indians. -

By Mr. Amwlroﬂg:‘ » R : !

Q. Butdon't the canneries pay them well for their work 1—A. Oh, well ; the cannerj-
men always pay them whatever they promise—they treat them well.

By Mr. Wilmot : .

Q. Weil, you ask the Indian whether it is not a fact that their names are put down
for a license and the canmers pay for the license and use it—ask him that —A. He
says that sowe Indians have bosts and nets of their own but nos all of them and when
they have not boats and mets the cannerymen—Mr. Munn and Mr. Ewen—and Mr.
Laidlaw —gives them £20 and supplics them with bont and net and when they get their
moneéy they pay thewa back. - '

- Q. Theu they virtually zet the same privilege as whitemen and cannerymen get
the advant.ge of hoat and net!—A. Well, really I think the cannerymen do it
charity. ) . ‘ -

Q- Oh, no; for busimess '—- A Well, they would not give it to whitemen the same.

Q. Probably that is what he means by not doing without thé Indians. The can-

perymen put down the Indians’ nans for licenses and they get the licemses all the
_while '—A. But I know to my knowledge the cannerymen never put down their names

withont them going and working for it. C . :

i
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By Ne. Hipging : ‘ ' .

Q. Just ask him again abomt the bt and neg 1A No; be save if they had mo
Ixmt and net of tbeirovn.themnnmsay ouoe aod we will give ymabx?unim

for balf the profit oat of the akeve; when be has no dollars be buriws the maney
from the canners. ' ‘

By Me. Wiyt :

Q- Then the licenoe i taken out . in e Indiars name, but the canuer 1a '+ the*
ey and derives ail the benefit from the boewwn 1. A, Ny, v b
Q. Ask hin whyt he rets for his fish under thir hoenwe I— A Well, he savs if they
ges 40 saskeve ther give haldf w the canrery and the viber half is vheir pugy .
Q Aod if 3 hundrad b A, The Sae way ; we give the cannery onebalf snd sedl
the other fish at nsaal prices. : ) o

.B_v Nr. dretromg :

Q. Well, ask him if ke thinks the ot and set and liovns voaki be any uee if it
waz o for the canneries o bus his fish ?

Mr. ApMstEoSG {who  understoad Chinosk )— But you swnid ma snggest the
answer to hiso ; let him put the answer hituedf : what dous be my A He says be
mu¢.mMngﬁmmLquumeMzum. .

By Mr. Witaof :

Q. Just ask him bow many fish be caarki in Lis bt the vear befire Jast or jast
year!—A. He didot eatch ans; 1 csn amswer o kit ; be was pet fisking : be ir a
kind of comstable and gos abumt ketping the ryviacons between the differvat tribos «f
Indians and be did oot fich i all: that | koow ¢ wFown kuowhdge

Q. Where dces be reside 1—-A. At Hagrisia River.

By Nr. Hipzing ;

Q- Irbe s representative of alf 1be Indines 4. Yes: be s o Chied. There wore
90 winted to come, Lot be came S adl - be come o their bebadt

’ By Mr. Arvwireng - ' . '

Q. Fs thire anyiking dve - 3. He 583t that wnoe pervar %dd bin iu New Wort
minster that vou (to Chairman) said the Indians were ai! tary, weed thay ther would fuh
for & few weeks by, god be sare that it nta orerest and be 3 dingdensend.

’1’ Mr. Wilsut » e T L

Q Well, just tell the Indiss thut 1he 1usn whe 10d ki 1wt alwe wdd & fulvebiaed ;
tell him Ms. Wilmot bae alwsye bise, s afvicate «f the Ludian — & Yeu o be saye be
does non Yo Mr. Wikt 1 go baek 26 Cuxinde witd 1t Idem

- Q Tes: aed you can rendily tydersiand thid juarcoes Tiking Mr. Wibwe would
tell him that w prejadios him aud the Indinus rgedust e — A& Tee ) he saye when the
Princess Lowise came bere she 13rde 10 Lian aud sbe wid hiw if woddoy did ne go -
right to gk 10 bee about it avd s wonld rpressss 1t w e Qusern. ‘

By \fr. Hipgine : . . -

) QG Wel, vt what is it be downs 3het-A Wl 1t is this: st Isulisne und

Greeks amd oubier whitemen oot bere sud pes all the Tiovwes v thy Goer. v

- Q W&yﬁwm’:‘w%mm'smﬁdm;&qu'&'Mtﬁ
the fish #f the viitames were 1t bere ' A Yo T vhey ol work :

Q Well, o3 o we sll wiek. Tew s i evew the Indosms catxds Jess finld thon uhe
averape whiteway e pets sme £ ¢t Jeast o tinan, and I 1t wes pint fur e caa-
penses they would pet wahing st adi - A Anitber pricvauoe is e eutirdr moung the
Indians thramseives,  You se they iy gt 40 Nosumer and the ane Indiaus g them
all chie timne and 4 awmmitmwhda;;;wm ey the tobey Indims.

st
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Mr. HicGins.—Yes ; but that is for Mr. Wilmet to look into; but you should dis-
abuse the Indians’ minds that they should have all the land’and all the fish, ete.

Mr. WiLwor.—I think it is thé rule all over the Dominiou that all Indians on
their reserves have the right to fish and get all they want, but as soon as they begin to
; compete with white men, they must cofve under the same conditions. =~ 7~~~ 77
B Mr. ArxstrONG.—Well, we have allowed this to go on, Mr. Tiernan, because it is
S an Indian matter, but I think it has gone on long enocugh. We should not let you
' speak at all. Mr. Tiernan.

K ’ Mr. TiErRNAN. —Oh, well, it has, perhaps, gone long enough. I am much obligecj.

2 L. H. BAIN, a native of New Brunswick, in British Columbia since 1879, book- .
- keeper for the ** Delta” cannery at Ladner's Landing, where he is a resid:nt, was duly
sworn. - : -

By Mr. Higgins :

Q. How long have you lived at Ladner's Landing 1—A. Seven years.
Q. Do you know a slough called Cohiluthan Slough t—A. Yes .
e ——- Q- Can - you- give the Commission some idea of the condition of that .slough A . .
Well, I have made a rough sketch of the slough and vicinity. If you will allow me to
put it in, I will explain it. '

By Mr. Wilwot :

: Q. Does it ditfer waterially from this fvrinted map —A. .\\'ell, it shows the resi-
» S dences aiong the river and slough, and will explain it in more detail.

By Mr. Higgine: ' .

Q. What is the length of that slough!—A. Wel, from the head down, about two
miles.: : ’

Q. {Scanning diagram handed in.) What are these iarks dotted along here 1—A.
Thase squares are dwelling houses.  Thase red crusses are stables.  These red lines show
open ditches running into the slough.  This here is a dam abuut half-way up the slough
—this dam has been there for last two years. There is a gate in it, but any offal coming
up the slough-—very little could go by there, it would lodge. Very little would go to
the head of the slough. This is the locality where there were several cases of typhoid
fever, and this is the residence of Mr. Arthur, who gave evidence before the Cemmission
at New Westininster. ' ) .

- Q. What is the distance between the  Delta” cannery and Mr. Arthur's residence?
—A. About two miles or two and a half. : .

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Going up the slough, is it longer ——A." No; it is two and + .. miles by the
slough. I may say in regard to offal of lasi year—previous to last yr* all offal was
thrown in the river—before last year, I never heard of any.complaints ..om offal being
thrown into the river, and the fish from the ¢ Delta” cannery—it has been running an -
oilery, and all the offal from the cannery bas been going ins oilery. '

By Mr. drinstrong : - \ ) o .

- -Q. Do you put that (the diagram of the slough)in as-evidence, Mr. Bain!—A.

Well, I merely made it to explain my statements. I would think that any offal that

went up last year was the result of an accident. - The place where we put the offal into

the scow broke down, and the offal, for one day’s work, went -into the slough, anda
portion of that way have goue up the slough, but none went in this year except that.

By Mr. Wilinot : .. . . <

~-——-~Q~Where are their canneries from here (showing plan)!—A. Mr. Wadham's can-
nery is about half a mile from there. T was saying that what offal did go up the slough

B g e e B R
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T last year wad the ool of an accident on account ,o{._h_:%..w_; -'breahm.w"n. g;!om ‘f
" would also sy that where there were several cases of fever, tbg people den’t driuk

slough water—they drink water from tanks and reservoirs,
Q- And there they had fever!—A. Yes: here at the dam where any offal omning

up the slough would be certain to lodge, there were 1o cases of fever at all - and if the "

water in the slough is contaminated it is from the drainage from the houses and stabdes,
- Q. (Scanning diagram)—What does crosses here designate 1—A. Stables
Q. Is this plan drawn to a scale at all!—A. 'No: it is simply drawa from .
. Do you know whose house that is (pointing to plan) 1— A. It i« Herbert Kir{-
land's, about 50 or 60 yards from the edge of the slough. : '
" Q. And who lives here!—A. Mr. Theanas Ladner's farmhouse.

Q. Where is Mr. William Ladner's, how far from the dough ' A. About s quarter

- of & mile, more or less; well, yes, abvut a quarter of a mile.
Q. Then what you contend is this: that by an accident the Delta cannery allowed

3 portion of its offal 10 get into the water and it was carried up into the shoughl—A. .

Yas:no-tbﬂewasaceﬂain[mofitwemnptbeslouh,notdlofit. . :

Q. What other canneries are there between the slmxgz and Canu Pass $— A, Wad
haw’s, the Harlock, a cannery near Canoe Pass; all these were turnithing the cilery with .
their offal.

rmeeeome - Qo Does the tide rin very strong theret—A. There is a rapid current ‘all d5e5——

there. .

By Mr. fliggina :

Q. Is the water in the shongh fast 1—4. Ok, abot two miles an hoor.
Q. What do you think the current «f the Fraser jst- {_ About «ix miles an bour,

By Mr. Wilso :

Q. And does offal kdge anywhere elee along the shore of the river, from Canoe .. .

Pass up to Ladner’s Landing and Cresoent Slough : have vou ever sen any offal lodgi
along there 1A, 1 bave never scen any offal along there and with the exception «f
Wadham's, all the offal went to this oilery. -

Q. All got thetel—A. Well, I cannot veuch for all offal from others, bot as far as
the “ Delta™ cannery is concerned, it all went except that day I 10l you of

Q. How does it ome down from the cannery 1A It coees down in 3 shoot into
the souw. ' .

Q. And you think it all went to the oilersy, except this case yon wention 1—A_ Yes

Q. Where are these housgs drained into t—A. ot the slough. :

* Q. Do ycu live near the slough 1— A. Oh, yes. . :

Q. Did you ever drink any water frean the tlough!—A. Yes; I have drunk it last

season and every season. . ‘

By Mr. Hipyina :
Q. Any consequences 1—A. Ne. :

e Q0 Have-yo heard of-any one else st trpbord fever =2 - One-cans 5t Yiits el
. Q Died1-—-A. No; Idont think sq.
" © Q When did that oocar, last yeart—A Yes. .
Q. The only year you didn't throw «fal inw the river, bow do Fou explain it} A,
" 'Well, it must bave been throogh other causis.
en’Qf Do voa think the dnng:ge ints the siough ic bad for the public health - A
Yes ; I should think it is. o v N
Q. Did you ever see 1he though bare 1— A, Yes _ (
. Q. What colour was it I— A Black and muddy. . , o
- Q. Did you ever see persons mixing lime juioe with that wager A No; T dem’s
know.
Q

\How many bouses do you think drain into the slough I—A. Wdl, I amnct
prepared to say exactly, about 50 or 60. i ) ] ‘ .
Q Are you a resident of Delta L-A.;g?.

- -
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" Q. The town is composed of how man{ inhabitants - A. The village of Ladner's

Landing? Oh, about two or three hundre(
Q. They have a council {-—A. Wes.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Are these respectable men that compose this'Counoil 1—A. Yes, sir.

" Q. Quite respectable and representative of ‘the people too 3—A. Yaes, I suppose so,

Q. And if these people said that offal caused this typhoid fever would they be in-
correct1—A. They would be simply under a misapprehension, what I wanted to say
was that very little offal went up last year into this slough.

Q. But you are putting your opinion against the municipal authorities on this
matter?—A. Oh, I would not say that. " - : :

~ Mr. HigeiNs.—I think you are rather too sweeping, Mr. Chairman, we have had
medieal authorities here, s
o M Winmor.=But - to refer to- the “munioipal “auttiorities, I “orily siean "as to =
whether this man’s opinion should over-turn the whole of ‘the opinions of the municipal
authorities ? : : . : '

Mr. Hiaeins.—I think we must take a point, Mr. Chairman, when we go down
there to stop off and see this slough. .

Mr. Wirmor.—But they are not catching fish there now.

Mr. Hiaoins.—No, they are catching sewage now, an eminent medical man has
been before us and he says the microbes were in this water and he left the place because
he could not get water to drink. ' ) .

Mr. Hiaains.—It has been sworn ‘before this Commission that large numbers of
sockeys, lots of salmon have been thrown intothe river, how long have you been at the
Delta Cannery t—A. Seven years. . . : -

Q. Have you seen any thrown away 1—A. No, not in large quantities, T have seen
some. ~ ; -

Q. Have you seen any 1—A. Yes, T have seen a few thrown off the wharf.

Ry My, Wilmot.:

Q. Do you keep count of the fish that come into the Delta cannery —A. “Yes, sir,
Q. How many last year 1—A. About 150,000.. .
Q. That was a short year{—A. Yes, sir. : ) . .
Q. As many again came in the year béforet—A. In 18901 No, I think not, not
twice as many, To find out how many salmon are caught we simply take elaven times
) the number of cases packed. o : o
k- Q. Well, how many cases were packed'in 17907.—2. Between 15,000 and 16,000
. ) I think, I am speaking entirely from memory and T may be a little of. . .
v Q. 'What is the usual size of those fishi—A. In the good years they run smaller
. than in “off” years. In a good year, say 7 pounds, and in an “off” year probably a
little more, T3 to 8 pounds.
‘ . How many cans are made from a fish as a rule 7—A. Between 4 and b.
. And ‘'what is done with the balance I —A. It was used ‘for 'making oil 'last_year.
Q. Ts it not thrown away as offal i—A. Tt is thrown.away-as offal. . : .
Q. How much do these cans hold 7—A. Generally a pound. . ~
Q. Is it possible to put 22 or 24 ounces ina can-—A. No, that'is impossible.

QoL

By Mr. Higgins : . _ T
. "Can you put 20 ounces in I—A. ‘No, '18-may ‘be put'in.
By Mr. Wilmot : : _ . _
Q. 1Is it usual to put 18 ini—A. No, they calculate to give good weéight, in having

o

B INOTS 5 B B gnt.. T
Q.. Have you seen the boats fishing I-—A. Yes.

Q. Do'they keep one:third of the river clear when fishing1—A. 'Wo, T would not
say they do. <o : 508 ‘ 0 ‘




Yes: I suppose it will,

| b6 Vietoria.
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~ Q. You have been a close observer in uther matters, I thought you would take
observation of that too?—A. I don’t koo

they fi

w s they left any

; 7 part of the river vacant,
sh all over; immediately iin ffront of Laduor's Landi 4

ng they don't fish, because
there is & bar there, and they don’t fish on it. '

By Mr. Higying : . : B

Q. How many members does the municipai council of Delta consist of 1-=A. Five —— b
and a Reeve, v
Q. Six then-—are there any leg

Q. Now if six or sixty nons
sub‘i'eot, of which they know not

stu

y this question upon whioh they
would you be likely to accept 1—A,

al men frihat body 1A, No, I don't know of any,

professional men expressed an opinion upon a:scientific

hing, and two wer: whose life-long business has been to
speak, expressed a contrary opinion, whose opinion

I would be *kely

l\If._ﬂul_{___xag'lquz_—tSc) would I.

to aceept the opinion of the two, .

T By My Witmot

Q. Have you never heard that professional men often give direct evidence opposite
to what others give .— A. Professional men?  Ob, yes,
Myr. Hicgixs,.—The question is whether non-s
scientific svidence, it'is not to be thought likely th
should take'evidence from persons who know
men who have made a study of causes of discases.
Mr. WiLyor (emphatically). I state equally that everyscientific man who has been
brought here states that the water gets contaminated by the offal going into it.
Mr. ArvstroNe.—Onder, gentlenien,
Mr. HigoiNs.—Never mind

cientific evidenco is to he taken or
at any member of this ‘Commission

» Mr. Armstrong, you have had a week of it, T havo not
been here.

By Mr. It gyins ;

Q. Well, about the sockeye and lots of fish thrown awn.y,Vdid_yomeveszee-vmny
“quinnat ™ thrown away 1-=A." No. ' .

Ly Mr. Wilmot :

Q. And you are bookkeeper st the Delta eanne
Mr. WiLsor.—That isall, sir ; that is

tyt—A. Yes, sir,
Al T wanted to ask.

—

—B_TT SHORT, a native of New Brunswick, four years in British Colurabia,
manager of the Lulu Island Canning Company, was duly sworn, o
By Mr. Wilnot : ’

Q. Well sir, what have you got to say t—A. In regard to thisfish offal, we had a
case of typhoid fever at Steveston, and we used to see all cases of .’feyor ‘before the
cannery started in the spring—the offal did not appear to have mgy injurious effect.

Q Anything else, sir 1—A. I never sce any offal arcund the shores df ‘the river iy
our part. i .

PS. Is it a fact that it is all shoved out of the canneries into the watert—A. Yes ;
I think s, certain]y the offal goesinto the water.

Q. Is it correct that fish will run from six to eight poundsi—A. Yes.
Q. Is it also correct you get about four and a half cans from it1—A. Yes; about

-twelve fish to the case, the case weigh about twenby-two or twenty-one ounces, can and
all, .

~ By e Iigging T

nothing about the matter jn preference to

Q. What would be ‘the weight of the cans alone "Thres or four ouqcss"L-A,

Q. Do they put more ‘than a-pound ix‘hggcan 1-—A. Not much more.
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By Ay, Wilmot : : ‘ :

Q. And the Lulu canuery is how far away from Ladner's Lanling .—A. I think
it is about six or eight miles, on the opposite side down the river—I think they call it
six miles, - : . '

Q. You are a paid officer—manager +—A. No, 8 member of the firm.

. Do you receive any emolument for being manager {—A. No.

. All the emolument you get is a share of the profitst-—~A. Yes. -
. Are you in and about the cannery during the season?—A. Yes.
. And you never saw any offal on the edges of the river t—A. No.

Q. Did you look speciaily forit!—A. No, I never look specially for it—oh, of course
there may be some offal lying about, but I never noticed it.

By Mr. Higgins : . o
- Q_Arc there many_ scavenger_ fich around your cannery 1—A. Yes, they arevery
| e e it S > PR I LB RSV AN
‘ Q. And when you throw it over—they go at it at once #—A. Yes,

By Mr. Ar.-mslrong :

Q. How deep is the water where offal is cast in —A. We have a shoot and it goes
in at about six or eight fathoms. ) :

By Mr. Wilmot : ..

Q. Is your building built on piles +---A. Yes,
Q. And about 40 to 50 feet deep are they 1-—A\. Yes, our piles are 50 10 60 feet.

By Mr. Armatrong :

" Q. Wasthere any sickness there before your cannery came!—A. 1 don’t know—
it is possible. .
By }[\r Wilmot : )

Q. How many boats had you ' —A. We had twenty licenses.

Q. How many others did you employ besides the twenty 1—A. Six or seven.

Q. And how many cases did you put up in '90t—A. We were a new cannery—
about 10,000. C .

Q. And were those fish caught down on the sand heads?—A. Yes, down in the
channel. . :
" Q Was fishing }.omiscuously done or was one-third of the channel kept open 1-—
" A/ Oh, T think they fished promiscuously, but I"suppose they do keep the channel open.

I don't pay particular attention to that. ) . ,

By Mr. Higgins: v
Q. Is the health of your vicinity good t—A. Yes, during the summer I do not live
there—I live in Vancouver. ) .

By Mr. Wiluwf :

Q. When is it not healthy!—A. Well, in the spring—that was when the cases of
sickness were there, . ‘
Q. Any sickness in the fall}—A. T don’t know whether there was or not—the
7 "cases I speak of were in the spring before we can at all—they were turning up the soil
in laying out the town site. . ) :
Q. The fever was ploughed out from the ground!—A. Well, I suppose so.

) By Mr. lliggins:
" Q. What is your favourite beverage down at the cannery, Mr. Short 1-—A. Tea or
water. ' - : o
Q. Do your hands drink the water there!.—A. Yes, they have nothing else.
Q. Do they dilute it 1—A. Well, I don’t know—I suppose some do.
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Q. Do they boil it 1A, Well, not there—they do in some places,

Mr. Emicivs.—8 ge water is not good at all unless boiled,
Mr. WiLwor. V', ry good ; that wil] do,

————

ROBERT .\IITCHELL, 3 native of Soytland, three vears in Bnitish Columbia, a
fisherman, and resident of Vancouver, was duly sworn.  °

By Mr. Wilme - )
Q. Now what do Youwant to say '~ A. Well, I would like to get a licence granted.

I fiched for Mr. Munn'the vear before last at 8:a Islands Cannery--1 was only- paid 6}

cent., and I understand that some of those who had licenses was paid 20 cents, - -
—— === Did-youapply fur licen-ee YA Yey e
Q. And why were You not viven a lieense 1 A | don’t know—T did not #0 to see,

but some of the boys in the same house went. I went out to the sealing that vear.
Mr. Munn furnished me with 5 baat and net, )

Q. Did auy of your neighbuours fish for Mr, Muynn that had licenses of their own | S
A. No, sir; not that 1 know of. . ‘

Q. Did you get same Irice as the rest 1—A. O, yes: I understand I got the same
price as the others whe had not Yicenses, . i .

Q. Then what would You gain if vou had alicense 1y Well, I would get 20 cents
if I had a license of my own ;I think I would ; 15 or 20, )

Q. Not having a license You got but 611 6l :

Q. Then your neighbour in the lvag w6l { No: we only got half of that,

3} cents each.
Q And others got 20— A Yes; M. Munn furnished the boat and net and gave
us 63 cents between the two of us, -

By Mr. Higgine :

Q- And if you had furniched baat und net, what would You have got 1§ 1 think

I would have got 20 vents if T hag a livenze,

Q- Well, Mr. Munn furnished You with plaut and gave you 6} cents -~ A, Yes.

Q- When did you fish for Mr. Mun F— A, The year before lavt,

Q. How many 1ish did you catch 1~ A, Near 6 000, 1 think. i

Q. Would that b« the averave of boats!—A. Yes: for Mr. Munn's caunery, 1
think, . :

Q. Can you give an opinion as to efferts of offal in the water — A, Well, I don't
enjoy the water very gud, but it don't do my hLeaith any harm, Of coursé I would
prefer the water on 'the ap side of the canters to that fru the lower side.~

Q. Why one side wore than the cther!—A. Bucause the offal from the cannery
was effecting the water a little on the down side. ) » .
Q- Then your princijal complaint is you would like a loenset— g, Yes: and I
think the Sunday should teclsed " N
: . Q. Oh, you think all Yunday should be kept as boliday ¢

By Mr. Higgine : o

Q. Could you not keep it yoursell and let the canneries break the Sabhnh'l—i..‘\_
Well, T dor’t kKnow as T could : being hired by the cautiery and the cannery furnisking
we with boat and nets.  Of course I never did stay ashore. 1 alwaye went oat, but 1
did not like it 1 don't know if Mr. Muun would care about it. 1 T Lad a license of

iy own I would not go out. I think the cannery would take the fish from ween

Monday, S
By Mr. Wilnot - . )
Q. Are there others like yo1 who object 1 fish on Runday 1— A, Well, there are
four that I know ; ther don't want 1o fish on Sunday. ) -
Q. Then you say canneryme ratber hold out as a neoessity thag paccpk. they hire
shall ccmmence working at 6 o'clock!—A. No; I don't say that I @on't sy the
' ' T
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cannerymen compel men to go to work on Sunday at 6 o'clock. I never staid ashore,
but suppose I-told them I would not go, they would probably tell me to go. I think if
I staid ashore on Sunday night and the cannerymen asked me to go, 1 dare say they
would tell me to go, I never asked Mr. Munn. ' ‘

Q. And you think the law allowing fishing on Sunday corrupts the morals of some
wen l—A. Yes: I think so. I never like to go out myself. T think the close season -
might be made from 6 o'clock Saturday night to 12 o'clock Sunday. :

A0, A A S i F 31 - A

By Mr. Armstrong : . »
Q. But what would cannerymen do with fish caught on Saturday —A. Well, T
don’t know. ' :

SN | (N L

" Q. It ‘was changed to suit them, you know.==A: Well, T don’t think it is changed =7
right. . . :
- 77Q. Do you think.overy.Britich subject should have a license 1-—A. T think every
one who wants a license should get a license, - - .

Q. Do you think it correct to sell licenses, so one man gets a license and sells it to
you for a certain price, is that right 1—A. No, sir; I do not think any man should get
2 license and sell it to another man ; I don’t think it is right.

Q. Did you ever fish in Scetland in the rivers therel+A. No, sir; I fished in
Scotland in the deep-sea fishing.

Q. Were any inducements held out to ou to come here to fish—A. Yes; my
brother was here, and he said it was u good place for fishing, and T came here.

Does your brother get a license I-—A. No, sir. -

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q. Is e a tisherman1—A. Yes, sir. .

Q. You think that has atendency to prevent people from coming heret—A. I do,
because summer time is the proper time for fishing;aud if you cannot get- a-license then;-
1 don’t see how you are going to do it. - .

Q. Then you think you should get a license, and that the close season should be
extended to the whole Sunday 1-—A. Yes, sir. . -

Mr. Winor.—Very well ; that will do.

THOMAS CAMPBELL, a native of Smtlnnd, threc years in British Columbia, a

fisherman, and resident of Vancouver, was duly sworn. . . -

By Mr. Wilnot ;

(). What have you got-to state I—A. -T have got -to. statg-that I put in the last____
two years for licenses and I could not get one. .

Q. Was any cause assigned for this -—A. Well, I asked last year if any more were
to be given out and he said there were five or six, but some others applied for them,
and T asked him if they were tishermen and he said yes; they went to people calling
themselves fishermen. : .

' Q. Did you fish last year I—A. I fished on Sea Island cannery for Mr. Munn,

Q. How did you fish ; on what terms3—A. Well, he gave me a boat and net and
so much per fish. h

Q. How much—A. Six and a half cents.

Q. That is between you and your man l—A. Yes. : .

Q. What was current price to people fishing with licenses 1—A. Of their own1

Mr. Wicsor.==Yes==A. Twenty cents. S Lo

Q. Would you have got 20 cents if you had licenses of your own A, Yes; I

- think I would, - ‘ : . : )
- Q. How many boats fished for that cannery 1—A. I cannot say.
Q. How many fish did you catch in your boat last yeari-—A. About 4,000.

- 402
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Q. Was it a short year 7—A. They called it a poor year. |
Q. And yet you got 4,000 salraon1—A. Yes, T

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q. Have you anything more 1—A. No. .
Mr. ArRMSTRONG.—Thank you ; that will do.

JOHN BRO_\\'.\'. a native of Portugal, in British Columbia since 1858, a ..sident
of Va.mcouver, a fisheruan and lmtmaker.,describing himself as a. British rubje. 4 since
the time of the first elections being held in British Columbia, was then duly sworr,

By Mr. Wilmot ;

Q. Have you ever had one !—A. T had ohe four years ago and have made applicg-
tion every vear since but got no answer. . '
"~ Q Then your complaint wholly now is that you want a license 1 —A. Yes.

- Q. Where do you want to fish *—A. On the Fraser River. :

- Q. Have ather persons got licenses since you applied, any of your neighbours 1—A.
No, not my neighbours, but many applied 4 years ago and bave got licenses, but I have
not.

Q. Have you tished for canneries since!—A. No, T am getting too old w fish
myself, but the canners get licenses and they don't tish them either.

Q. And you want a license as well as them ! —A. Well, I could pull a hoat any-.
way. N

Q. Then your principal objeet is to get a license if you can!—A. Yes sir, that is
what I want.

Mr. ArusTRONG.—That will do; thank you,

LA oS de k2 ek

JOSEPH GOUSTAF, a native of Portuga), in British Columbia, since 1874 and a
British subject by naturalization since 1392, a resident of Vancouver, and a fisherman,
was duly sworn. '

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q.- What do you want I—A. Well, I have beer: fishing since I came in the country

the biggest part of the time and I have made application for licenses for the last four
yeans but could not get cne.

Q. And is that the principal matter yoa wish to bring before this Commission 1—

A. Yes sir. . .
Q. Well sir, I don't know as we can do anything more for you than to record your

~ 7 name and” that you want a license; would one be enough7—A. Yes, one will do very

well. .
Q. And you have been tishing on the river I—A. Yes, I have been fiching for Mr.

&

Ewen and for Mr. Munn.

By Mr. Armstrong : e . o
Q. Where do you fish in winter1-—A. Well one winter I was sick, last winter 1
fished right here in Vancouver.

By Mr. Wimot ;

] Q. What kind of fish do you eatch !—A. Small fish of all kinds, smelts, herrings,
ete. - ‘ o -
7 . Q. You fish with a seine 1—A. Yes o
-Q. What length of seinel-——A. About 50 fathoms, something like that. .
. What meshes in the bag 1—A. An inch extension and 2§ in the * wings.”
What length of bag I—A. 3} fath:g::. !
10c—26§
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Q. "And you catch a great number of small fish, don't youl-—A_ There used to be
a great many, hut now there are not so many, all we catch is small enough for the market.

Q. Do you ever get smaller than small encugh for the iparket I—-A. A fow, Lut
very few,

" By Mr. Arnwtrong :

Q. Ard when you catch those very small fish you pull your seine ashore and pull
all those small fish in den't youl—A. Well, sometimes the smaller ones go threugh, we
-cannot get them. ) ~ .

Q. Do they go through Lalf inch mesh!—A. Oh yes, smelt will go through some-

- tines, smelt are very small fish... . e : )

Q. All along this coast is the same, you people, Portuguese, Italians, ete., fish.ang

-

here all use the same small net you had in vour own country, and you catch the sawe
smwall fish of all kinds, voung salmon and all kinds. A, Oh, some salinen eoine ) ere bat
they never breed here, we never get ypung salmon. s -

Q. Well. but the point is that rou catch a great many small fish which if } !
would become in & yenr or two fit for the market4—A. Well, we never car

swall ones anyway. they go through, we have 1o use this small nexh to e ™ - o
we cannot catch then any other way. ‘
Q. You drag the net ashore with all the fish in it—do you pick . s for:

market I— A, Yes _
Q. What do you do with the small ones t—A. Well, the little unes - ot 203 they
are no use—sometines we just throw the fish out and let them g
- Q. Do you think many live to get out 1—A. Oh, yes; many of then. ’
Q- Well, the puint is that these voung fish are thrown on shore when vou draw the
seine and then they are lefi there to otl—A. Well, let them prove it—but it was the
oil factory ruined the fishery—not us.
Q. How did they do it1—A. Well, they threw in lots of refuse from the factory
. and it drove the fish away. : '
Q. What effert has it to throw refuse like thisin!—A. Well. it spoils the fishing =
grounds and drives the sk away-—he has quit that business now.
Mr. His6ins.—He is dead.

By Mr. Wil :

- Q- And you think throwing in this offal destrovs the fish L—A. Yes

Mr. AnnstroxG.—Very well, that will do. _ After an interval of a few minutes and
no witnesses coming forward : : e . .

Mr. WiLsor.—T judge the publicity of this meeting has been very general, because
there has been a large audience all day and it appears there are none others to come
forward.

Mr. ArnsTRONG.—I move we adjourn to New Westminster, to Monday, at & a.m..
or such time as the steamer will be ready to go down the river, so we may inspect the
location of the canneries, ete. [

Mr. Hiooixs.—-Yes, all right. ' SO :

- Mr. WiLnoer.—Very well—Monday_morning at & a.m, but before adjourning, 1-
wish to present a communication to the Board, which I have received from the Varn-
couver Board of Trade, which I will read,and then hand to our Secretary for incorpors-
tion in the Minutes of Proceedings.
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VANCOUVER BOARD OF TRADE. ’

_ Ge%r(‘ge E Berteaux, President; W, F. Salsbury, Vioe-President; A. H. B, Mac.
guwan, Secretary, . ' .

7 Vaxcorver, B.C., March T1th, 1892,
To the Membere of the Rayal Fisheries Conun werion, Vanoouver, B.C:

“GENTLEMEN, — At & weeting of the council of this Bsard beld Jact evening, the
following resolution was unanimously adopted. viz -

“ Whereas the salmon fisheries wre of great imprtan. to the city and to the. -
province in general, and e

* Whereas in the markets of the world there is very keen competition, with the
Alaska and Columbia River fisheries in this business ;and =
o Fhrreas thie cohsiquenss of ‘any bindrance 1o
fisheries would result disastrously 1o the country. .

“We, the council of the Vancouver Brand of Trade, beg respectfully to submit to

- the members of the Royval Fisherjes Counnission, the following recommendations, viz. i

the successfal prosecution of “hese

v Licenss,

* 1. That in view of the large amount of capital invested in the canning business
and of the extensive preparations that hLave to b undertaken for the fishing season so
Jong in advance of the actoal commencement of operations. it ic essential for the canners
1o be able to rely on baving a certain tixed nowber of bats with which to prosecute -
their industry, and that this number should not be jes than =5, which nuwber should
not be subject 1o change from year to vear: alsy that for the northern canneries the
number of licenses held by thase canneries last year be not subject 1o reduction.

“ Qfial

“2, That, whereas, we believe the dispresal of the salinon offal in the Freser River in

deep water, is neither injunuus w the health of the poojde nor o fish life, the canners

- be not required 1o do more thap deposit it in deep water, as hawpering regolations in
* this respect might act most prejudicially 1o the industry.

*Close s,

3. That in view of tle extremely short fishing season, the regolations as o weekly
close time on Fraser River, remain as before, viz, from 6 a.tm., on Saturday. 0 6 pm., on .
Sunday, by which arrangement practically no work i« done on the Sabbath,

< Heetelery.

*4. That the hatchery is worthy of evers support, snd that it is desirable that”
inspettors be apiinted to further investipate and repent un llfr(j’l‘xgbi_ti_gf; salmop,
- especially in-up country waters; and by warkiny fisk "o SWain ot nformation a6 to -
their movements, . )
o i Comipending these observatious respectiully for voar consideration,
*1 hawvs the honour to remain, gentlemen, your obedient servant,

iSgd)  “A H B MACGOWAN,
{Senl} ‘ Secretary.”

Mr. PORT, of New Westminst.r, who lad previously given evidence upon two
vocasions, then entered into an informe} conversation with the Commissioners, the sub- -
stanoe of his remarke and complaints fxing s follows:— .

That the difficulty in counectivn witd the iuterim licenses was “‘\hat the number to

was 100 small , \
be gr;nr(.eg!c}a_s A;!B.-—-] have instructions that the grauted number of Lvenses wers noi (o -
wo~heexceeded. . s C s
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. Marine and Fisheries
By My Vilmot : |

Q. How loug is it since that order came 1—A. About a fortnight ago.

Q. Oh, yes ; that is, the old order will stand good untit the new decision is reached
Only for the present the interim licenses will go on.

Mr. Port.— But the final recommendation of the Commlssxon should not interfere
with work that is going on now.

Mr. McNapn.«--Mr. Port is interested in getting licenses for catching fish that are }

running now—these are the fish he wants. He wants to get ten licenses, and I
" told him I could not see my way to recommend that he should get ten, because I
received word that they were all to be placed on a similar footing.
Mr. Porr.—Well, I may say I do not think the interim licenses should effect the
number afterwards giv: ‘en—I have prepared ice and other things.

By Mr. Higgins :

cemero- Q. You were on the stand at New.Westninster, Mr. Port 1—A. ‘Les, sir
Q. And it was stated that you sold fish to tiie canners -—A. That is not Lorrectl)

stated, sir. R
Mr. WiLMoT.—The witness must have forgotten that he was on oath.

By Myr. Higgins:
Q. Well, I think we had it from others than fishermen I—A. Well, I have frequently
sold surplus fish to the canneries.
Q. Did you freeze any fish last year 1—A. Well, we don’t mten(l to freeze any this
_ year.

" Q. What do you do-with your licenses 1—A. \Vell we ship away to other places.
You must remember we are handling large quantities of tish. I would like to see every
deserving man get a license.

Q. Well, the opinion of the Commission was, I think, that you were at an adran-
tage over other partiest—A. Now, on the basis of 1888, 1 can use the catch of 30 boats.
Q. I think the aim of the Commission should be that although you should not be
at the mercy of individual fishermen, they should’ be placed so they are not at your
mercy. I must say the way the license system has been conducted is simply scandalous.—
A. Well, I had to have 10 licenses, a.n(iv during the other part of the season I had to

take sahnon wherever I could get it. 'We export our fish nine-tenths of the time, but

when we have & surplus of fish we sell them to the canneries.

Mr. WiLsor explained that the complaint made against Mr. Port was that dunng
the sockeye run he sold his fish to the canneries whilst obtaining licenses as a fresier;
also that {\e thought persons going into the freezing business should have a certai num-
ber of licenses and that his belief was, that in time the freezers “ould take the place of
the canneries.

Mr. Porr.—I admit the situation as regards the hcenses, and selling fish looks un-

favourable for the freezers.
A party in the audience here stated that the fresh fish dealers in Vancouver had

--= been-looking to -Mr—Port and-Mr. Vienna for-their supplies of fish, and if licenses were -

denied them (Port and Vienna) they would have to be given in some other way.

The Cuatrxax declared the Commission adjourned at 4.35 p.m., to meet againin

- New Westminster at 8a.m.,'on Monday, 14th March, for the purpose of proceeding down
the Fraser River, by steamer, to mspect the location of the canneries, Cohiluthan .Slough,
ete.

New Wesrminster, B.C.,, 14th March, 1892,
The Commission met on board the steamer * Robert Dunsmuir "’ at 8 a.m.
Present : 8. Wilnot, Esq., Chairman ; Hon. D. W. nggms, Mr. Sheriff Armstrong.
Mr. Charles F. Winter, Secretary.
At 9.10 a.m., the steamer got under weigh and proceeded down river by the south
or main channel, the mor ning was bright and sunshiny, but the air was extremely cold

_and penetratmg wnh a slight breeze from the sea.

v
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Passing the various canneries the downward portion of the trip extended to the
lighthouse out in the mouth of the river, where a turn was made and“the home trip
commenced. At Tadner's Landing a stop was made for dinner and for the purpose of
the Commissioners inspecting Cohiluthan Slough. The Comimissioners inspected the
Slough at its mouth at the “ Delta” cannery about 1.30 p-m. Slough here about 20
yards wide at high water and but a mere streak when tide is out. Water at time of
visit was of the colour of porter, and when dipped up in o glass tuinbler looked like cold
tea. The Slough looks like a big ditch with high, soft, muddy banks, nnd the water
appeared stationary, it being near flood tide. To the taste the water did not appear to
be g0 very disagreeable, though the eye was repelled by its appearance and the place
from which it came ; a flavour of decaying wood and vegetable matter was perceptible.
The soil about the banks had a peaty appearance and wateftrickling into the slough was
discoloured. The Commissioners took vehicles at Ladner's Landing and proceeded along
the slough to the top dam about 2 miles_from the * Delta” cannery—about { of -a mile
up the main dam was passed, and where much complaint had been made of oftal lodging,

~ete,; and of jt being backed up by the tide to this point.~ The banks heré were alsosoft = =

mud, surmounted by a fringe of small brush and wild grass.  The Conumissioners ‘were
accompanitd by Messrs. Thomas and W. H. Ladner, and Mr. D.°J. Munn, who kindly
pointed out the various points of interest and explained the question of offal in the

slough from their different points of view. At the head of the slough the party met ™

Mr. Arthar and Mr. E. S. Brown, farmers of the neighbourhood, and .the former of
whom hai appeared before the Commission and giving evidence at Westininster, Theso
gentlemen explained the deposit of offal at the head of the slough and the pernicious
effects such had upon the surroundings and with much warmth reiterated their asser-
tions that it was raost injurious to the bealth of the community and particularly harm.
ful to cattle in that the slough was the only place from which they could obtain water
for the stock. Both Messrs. Arthur and Brown stated that in suminer the stench of
decaying offal flvated up by the tide to the head of the slough and then left on the
grass and bushes as the water retired, was something awful and that fish heads, guts,
tails, etc., could be taken out in barrow loads quite plentifully. On return from inspect-
ing the slough, Mr. Higgins left for Victoria by steawmer “ Princess Lonise ” at 3 p.n,
The * Dunsmuir ” with Commissioners Wilmot and Arnustrong, sccompanied by the
Secretary, left Ladner's Landing for Westminster at 415 p.m. Before leaving, the
Commissioners visited the * Delta " cannery, this is one of the old canneries and of
course not being in the season, everything was in a condition of winter quarters; the
huilding is partly construeted upon piles overhanging the water, with a swift current
and some twelve feet of water at the outside. . :
The next cannery visited was the * Standand,” Laidlaw & Co., but as it was closed
up, the party did not land but viewed the smroundings from the steamer. This cannery
is a large new building, said to have been erected hy the owners at a cost of about
39,000 for the purpose of obtaining twenty additional licenses. It has a frontage of
about 200 feet, and is built entirely upon piles with the water all the way under. Water
at the edge of pier said to be about fifteen feet and the current strong. :

-eme The Commissioners next disembarked at Mr. Ewen's cannery or rather canneries, for - .

there are two Jarge ones alengside each other. Mr. Ewen has the largest and finest
equipped establisment on the Fruser River, and is capable of putting up 2,000 cases of
salmon a day. The canneries are built partly on a sinall island near the west bank
of the channel and partly on piles overhanging the water—a current of about six
miles an hour runs here, and the water at the dock is about fourteen feet deep. The
new building which was put up to ¢btain the twenty additional licenses when all
canneries were limited to twenty each, is 160 by 80 feet and cost 816,000. The party
were shown throughout the buildings and all details explained by the caretaker and
Mr. Munn, to the latter of whom the party were indebted for much valuable inform-
mation on technical matters aml $mall details. )

Empty cases (wooden) cost 16 cents each, tins cost 21.00 a case of 48 cans, and the
buildiugs anc waterial are insured for 2 per cent. In the new building, 8,000 cases of
new empty tins presented quite a formidalle arra{. L - i
" The Commissioners and party reached New Westminster, at 6.10 p.m.
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The following information re catches by boats was tecdered by the book-keeper of
the “ Delta™ cannery at Ladner's Landing :—(extracted from the books of the establish-
ment in the presence of -the Secretary of the Commission). - . »

1891.—From 1st July to 20th July, boats took less thau 20 a day ; on 2nd July
boats begin to take over 100 fish a day; on 24th’JTuly; 192 is highest : at the end
of July, average about 90 to the boat, but in the beginning of August the takes are
larger, thus :—QOn August Ist, one boat takes 274 salmon; on August 2nd one boat
takes 300 and 368 salmon ; on August 3rd one boat takes 413 and 438 salmon ; on the

Gth August one boat gets 605 fish. . i
Then by the end of August they average 200 and 30). And the total fish for the
season wus in 1891, with thirty-five boats, {40,030 fish, and in 1889, with thirty-two
boats, 331,676 fish. s . .
The following written statement was submitted to Mr. Wilmot by Mr. C. Stanley,
of Guichon’s Landing, and was ordered to ba incorporated in the minutes of the Com.

missiong ;—

“GuicaoN's Laxping, March ith, 1892,
“To Mr Wit -

* 1R, — Tn giving evidence at the Cowmission, T did not know the cannerymen
were wanting more licenses, as I had just come up from Guichon’s Landing at the time,
last Saturday, 27th February, and did not know anything about it, and could hardly
believe it when I was told some wanted 23, others more, and not being a good speaker,
I forgot lots I would like to say on account of forgetfulness on my part. I therefore
writd you a little of my experience on this river, and could say much more about can.
ueries, but I think this is sufficient. I will take cath any time to any part of it, or all,

.-

if there is any doubt about it. I have no malice against cannerymen; I only write

what is true and strictly true as that.
' : “(Signed), CHARLES STANLEY.”

The following enclusures accompanied the above communication :—

“In regard to licenses on the Fraser River at the present time, and in previous

© ¥ears, they have been issued unfairly aud in an indifferent manner, especially towards

the fishermen, who are granted 150 licenses ; because the Indians and fish markets tako
licenses out of that number, also the Port Haney fishery, with seven licenses, that a
canneryman bought up last year ; also Mr. Port’s and Dutch Bill’s licenses were turned
over o cannerymen in the sockeye run, and I am told Mr. Max Mowat had 10 licenses
to himself last year. If there is to be a limit to licenses, T think 600 is enough and no
more—give 300 to cannerymen and 300 to fishermen, instead of 500 for the Fraser
River—any more than that number is not required. They could be divided in different
ways, say J0O to canneries, 250 to fishermen, 50 to Indians. At present the canneries
have 20 licenses apiece, that is too many, and more $o in the large runs of fish, from six
to eight boats will cateh all the fish wanted ; the others lying idle in a big run. * I my-
self ran a camp of Indians for a canneryman in 1889 ; big run; and only eight or ten
boats” fish were wanted to supply the cannery. The Indians were taken and put to
work in the cannery when they were stopped fishing ; in fact the cannery then had tgo
much fish and threw them away into the river, I myself throwing over two scow loads
at the camp, all rotten fish. In 1890, I ran a camp of Indians for Ben Young, Cance

" Pass, in sockeye run, and there saw fish destroyed by wholesale, also a large ship load
from the American side (Point Roberts) thrown overboard. He could not can -them,
_although they were all paid-for: in fact he‘knew, like all the others, that he ™~

could not can them, for Lis cannery was overloaded at the time they were
caught and before. The excessive wasto and indifference in previous years has
been as great, in fact more so, for they have douec as they pleased, and as I
bave had eighteen years _experience at salmon tishing for myself and running
of Indians and whitemen, I can justly say twenty licenses are too many for any cannery
on the Fraser River, no matter whether the ‘runs are large or small, and theﬁx
markets being granted ten licenses is a sba}n; and a wrong to the fishermen —they can-
. 0 e v i




Plenty for any warket, and thev should be made not transferable,
and all fishermen one license apiece, to be made not transferable, tu prevent selling of
licenses to other men, and by thote means men who are not fisharmen will not apply for
them —the Inspector to have Power in case of sickness to allow men to fish, proviling
the fishermen cannot fish it himself Fishermen whoa are not British subjects to have
no license. . In reganl to some men who'have licenu~ 1 think therv can do well without
them—I mean men who have fine farms—from 160 to 500 acres of land —and others
who are emploved at the canneries at all around yearly wages, and who don't fish in any
run of fish except the sickeye run for tie cannery they work for.  The canneries coull -
" get along well —taking one year with another, big run and small run—with from ten to
fifteen licenses. In Lig runs that is tao many--any more than that number would hurt
the free fishermea. T hear the Indian Agent wants 100 leenses - T consider fifty
licenses is enough —in fact none at all i« more like it. for they are wands of the Govern.
ment which gives them farminz implements of all kind-—they have fine farms, and sre
helped by the Government—they ecan fish all the. year rund for themselves, and also
Pay no taxes, they were he-e before we cawme but lot thens use their ways of fishing and
not the whiteman's invention, thereby under<lline the whitemen. If allowed that
privilege the same a< whitemen, let them PAy taxes have votes, ete. We sre taxed 2
raad tax and §3 provineial tax, and 320 for a lovne - faney 223 10 po to work - just
for the privilege of work’ny one vear. A larze majority of Indians @il not work eon.
tract, but demand days” wages, altliough the carnerymen would like to se the Inlians
get licenses. for as they say “we can oontrol the Indian but not the whiteren' The
Indians don’t know enouh. but the whiteman knows t o much--no wonder they want
twenty five licenzes, they could do withaut us ail. and in bizy-aes not half those licenses
would they want. They told the Government in 15e7 and 1835, by unlimited fishing
the result on the Fraser would b- <imilar to the Columbis, and now they say 1,009
licenses would not hurt the river. but give them tweuty-tive licenses and the fisherinen

all they want—what slfishuess— what arv the fishermen gning to do with all the licenses -

they waut! Why they could not sell their fish, becase Mr. cannervman bas twenty-

five and too well the cannersman knowsit.  Last year a cannery fished for spring salmon

and sold them to the fish market thinking he would vet the fish market licenses, but got

left. These capitalists should be brought to time, for as long as sutficient <almon and

good retumne, never mind the excessive waste —'let us have theee licenses” they cry—
Don't interfere with us.” *don’t force us to reownize anvthing,’ and then we private ™
monopolies ¢an laugh, yrow rich and Yok on ‘evervthing with enwmity and contempt—by
wealth and cunning we can win the means of luxury.—never mind the fishermen, they
are weak and ignorant—such ix the difference, they would bave pecple think. The
inequality in the possessions of individuals means crime and all sorts of mixlemeanours
the world over—want tempts the poor, and o prescree former gains tempts the rich—-
reduce these licenses and sive fishermen a s<how on all rivers in British Columbia —it
will prove successful, cause a larver distribution of woney. and it will b circulating
among the many instead of these few capitali-ts and azents who want it all, in fact,
would take the world, if they coul ! z-t it--that stops them. N

Odal. . : .

* “In regand to offal thrown into the river it is mest injurious and causes sickness—

I myself have been sick drinking river water. I know p2ople on the Deltd flats say
“they had been sick throosh offal thrown into the river, nst only offal but rotten fish,
and those swell-heads the canneries throw into the river at night. A swell-head is a
rotten can of salmon unfit for market, pecfectiy mtten. The Cainaman takes a solder-
ing iron knocks a hole in the can < that it will be sare to sink. the stench would knock
a nigger backwards let alone a white man-—thrown overb and at nizht as well as other
garbage, all offal flcats more or less, except the suellheads, in eddies and creeks, doughs,
dyke ditches, etc., and cause a most obnoxisus smell and sickness. -It fhoats vp and
down with the tides, sowe gets on the land,og_)me hangs around the slonghs, etc., a pes-

’ T 40d ’ -
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tilent mass of roftenness—the water unft 10 drimk—oa wun go & good divance in
tawt frvan the tazks 10 pet 2 bodket of water. A law shoudd be gwassd making the
CRUDETTIDED (oW evervidang in whe shape <f offad owtsdde 10 the Gl of Gaorgia and
thore dump it ivte Seep sadt warer amd oot be allowed W0 domp it in fresh warer at ali.
It geas suto omr peds wnd mmakes them slimey and is very nasty to ped ouy, and I bave
no domla the sahmon dow't Yike 11, for i 1 makes man ek suredy it wakes solmon sek”

© Ol Soamms.

*Excegs thet 1he Boemoes are ma dssped " earlr emongh in the speing. suy br the
linh of March and o luer, for sackere snlmom, one week kaper would do 2o harm,
the close sonswom the carners dunt trable sleat as Jomg xs ther pe1 enoagh sockewe,
ven them i thex do fish f.a them, 1hey sux ther are no moed—there shonld be bo cdose
pean on them ™ ;

Xax

* Tor fishormen use & 71 and & inch mwesh ke sgeing salmon during March and April,
B0 meshes dJoeq. When the river mises atout Mar, ther ont these peas down 10 30, R,
and 40 meshies 16 fish Wlong e bare wud tuebe <6 the Bver. A B0 mesh et can <aly
I ueed oxrly in the mwing and them i Seep vater and cudr o slack water, Ligh avd
Yoo dacks For sockeye 1 und € ind wesde the mnjits «f neas 20 weshes deep,
some 80 and 8% very few DO mest the mnyarity f note psed st the wionith <8 the river’
sre 3% and 3 weshies daep. and 1 3o ot whick thet nets o1 1he month snd as far ot
s the sand Yankt do noy wem there beiag Jote of o for the fish 10 escape, mom all
bt fishing there i doaw @ wdes Lick wpd dow duck. whereas vp river ther fsd day
snd zight pever giving be fish u shov 1o escape. There is 8 good 32 10 14 miles of
fehing grovnd on hich slweds i Jenpib and sbon B omddes wide, s fish get awore show
1o esoape Whn soywhere an the rives”
Batciery. )
+ The by 38 dedng pood wnd sore hntebaries shonld 1e pot wpe and 1 wonld
bike 1o hear of them latdbimg < awore red suhoen. T bave tken sockeves that hud
tbur tadls olign in ovud shape: they were fine Jurpe fish 1 ome weichod 12 pounds: 1
sel 7is 3adl 1o the duspocior v Xew Westminster. 1 alwars believe salwom returs
SgaaL 30 their ¢wn miers Trowt an Huwdsn Rive sand lake destror lous o sadmia
© v and ewt vouog salmon The sodkeve thamselves are 8 vorv tomdious fish Whes
Bebuing they desroy spawn, ot Go oo eat 315 they distord 11, avd it Bouts to 1he ug
of the water and Boste sway. -1 dmve fihod o Hurrison River and lake and watdhod
thew doing . Suw-dus ¥ very bud for sahnon 3 more 16 voung Gl
Od Factory. -
“1 helieve d mome ome with expurience, be oould ke 3t pay. The of faters on
the river &1 presaut i s snud ooweers, und in & big Ferr <me or 1wo cauperies ool
SUppeT it Wb drews and retorie Sor retorting whe ofl 1ther oonld pre svay with wodk
wore kn8 after rerting 31 wod refiing it ther eould find « ket 1 bave worksd
uround borring fntaries where ther resarted the ofl, then refived it, sud the poes thas
wat Joft wir used us s Sorcibiser iy 3t went wlcongh s drring proces, sud # was &
sucoess. 1 huwve keined b good desd $or hurring in the wiuter time ; als for the famcry
thet was noar Yauoevver, bt sbe herming faded sud camwe Jess every vesr: the sy
prontd camse war thirowing the offad into the irded in presious vears, before Mr, Syran
buaht his Bsbere” ‘

. Seinimg Jier Salien
“ Srining Jor sahno shonld be sugpoed eveywhore, du river, hn'lczmr.hy, oreek,

< kxwlire o seine cuu be wsed: 71 ix & mom destrovave ven ; 5t takes evervthing it

ootts peross, lenh livule wed log, deswovivg Jots of roung aud sueld fisbi T b

weined Tuoh fur sdmom and harmgwnd S -thist for sadmon- 1t iv s detraotive—— K
119 :
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“ v momy westion «f the ewalibeads 1irown S ownneries, T thivk st 209
omes 40 & oxrners world e vt mumt thrown swry; of pouree swoe o, wome Jane: Bt
it rovven fish ¢ snd du 38580 the Huriork Puckine Ga. was the vompury 1 ren » caap
For am the sockere run. sud 7 will ke woth sy Sme tha tem Bonpees will sun & ceo-
wers an full blust 1o e two hip Tours. even lum vour, bt caameries wt the muwth of
the river oomld ouly jumt srugele through, in fma refused fis snd would by nune - v .
furei Thare wre some cunvories whe conld nw wie wvsy w vighn Yowté fid und benp :
wheir whurves dlenr. :

" = Foreigurs, such ne A ustrisns, Tudisue Grewks, ot shorld be made 2w yrove
by have resided In the oounter the reguired thue edon FGting GILIshUE’ pupers, o B
vumber o from the Puge Sonud ports 1o st here 3u the spring wud swkeve runs,
und L;mu gobuee wud Yonume Tnined Stuter citiwons, 80 vuat ohes can Sk on Pugen,
, Sound. ’ ’ )

. 3 sm. s, vowr ohedinnt servaan,
“isiwnedi. CHARIEDS STAXNLEY.
“Guivhon 'y Lauding, Frusar Kreer”

; Tue jolloving menwranbmy was suimisted e Mi Jobn BcXub, Juspmsssar of
V0 Fashanes for tte proviuet of Bk Coduning ’

\ Mo, Jor onsideration f tie vl Co'vaivia Salwon Tighery Covuissim.. S
The fulivwing sugpemtions ure respaottulis subimitied —

“1. Tia e weebls cioss me ou sl rives i Briish Golumbis wish the exonp .

wor o 1oe Frume, e drow § fom. on Sesurduy 1o 8 xan. ow vhe Sollowing Mondax. ’

Beawny - —A vary Jusge mupneiny of wee fisiorno: ore Intioe vie ohiset. aud i faot
refust W dubont op Sundey. und ws 0 wonid nn prove deriemnad 1 the inerest of the
LERUNTTIDED 07 GUT ot el (e meke the chunee the refigiow couvistions of the Indise
stould e respranied ™

20 The civse v Jor tromt s peasent i Sroe e 150h o Oosober vo the ik of

Murot. 3 bup 1o sugpea thiss it v chiunged o ue o resd Irow she I desoof Goileer

10 e 3Tl duy of Februura. Bosson — Tidore the Jinbof Gl the wom an syge :
mud in muuy foreuns huve dopoRiveG Suer spawn. wheress io Februsey they arc infuigi

. good gondition s uvean Gemuud Sor deend consumgion. wber Bindeof finh then Asiug
seurse.’ '

8, Tout from the 1m 30 the Eink devoof sSepuemien, sl deve indlugive, ol et
fishing i disuliowsd on e Fruser Jover. ewson —Afun 1t Int Sapiemibar, suskeve
suhmm ave widit for fo.d. wud should heve w: unobstracied o swaaher nesaing plaves, =
ufven ciw DIl Sepreniber, the colers, v silvey subwon, une g i nundsey: sud we »
iv demaud Fo saiting ent vmrkes purhoses. o

“4. Thut the wanuducture of oL we or ordicie of commeree, Irom herring e dis-
uliowed Jrv diriowh Columbis.  Hewsons-. -Berriug are vuluubie o feod fish, they are
soid v Juvge guoitities 1 the matkets 8 Vimorm, Xanaime, Vaveovver, aud Foew
Weatmingwn. and are gy privet w Jood by sectiore an the couste sul Jalands of the
provinee, Lud nise by e Iudiny populution. They sve ulan i principal lan fish of ,
oy wavars,  dleetroving then dnolonmenss guaaates Toroil e uscles wuste, s de S
duptish on The vosat wlneh sre very dessruesive 20 ull ather kinde of fish, uresuflicenthe '
numsrows 16 supp'y ull the oil for winel & mavket oo in- found m dreeean. :

yEgmed,y . Joas McKam

Hem. dor Injfornastion: g Comniniissiinears. o . E
Litet 1f salmon: conueries ovreetl sud operwed ou the Fraser River -during ﬁnin_- ’
sonof IHRL i the Angho-Briush Guivadis Ganning Gompany. of Tamdon, Fagtland.
Helldrving und Putwersun. Sgeme, Vineorver und W estminner 4 L
+ Bricish Golunibia.”  Wadtams, ¢ Driush American.” “Oanve Pass.”  Phemix,” . .
. “ Hroteunia,” “aurry Poigt "+ Aununduie” und © Thnfrms” Livenees awnetl or sewm ‘
b —uf 3800 Dot unell ill-nete vash : '
’ Schedule of Freal Bulmon Delen: who hav apyptied din Ticenves Tin womam of JHE2,
. C 13 |
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“ E. W. Port & Co., Wi Vianan, James Wise, J. E. Lord, Boutilier & Co., Neil-’
son Bros., Port Haney Freezing Co., C. F. Petty & Co.,, Wright Brs. (9.) . 24 canneries
have also applied.” -

This closes the proceedings of the Commission so far as the public were concerned.
But on the 19th March the Commissioners met in New Westminster to draw up a
report. . The minutes of which meeting and the conclusions arrived at are as follows :—

‘ New Westuinster, B.C., 19th March, 1592,
The Commission assembled at 1 P, in the parlour of the Colonial Hotel, .
Present : Mr. 8. Wilmot, in the Chair; Hou. D. W, Higgins, Sheriff W. J.' Arm-
strong. and Secretary C. F. Winter. . .
Mr. Wilmot read the following communication, which was transferred to the -
Necretary for recond :—— . .

”

. ) “New Wesryixster, B.C., 13th March, '92,
“Samver WiLvor, Esq., ‘ o
. Chairman, Fisheries Commission. ", ‘ .
* DEAR SIR,-~We beg to direct Your attention to the fact that the dam in connec-
“tion with' the Dominion hatchery is located upon Seqtion 7, B, 3, N.R. 1 W. Mr.
Alex. Miller, the present owner of the property wishes us to notify you that unless the
Government is prepared to purchase the property the dam must be removed forthwith,
Kindly advize us of your intentions in the matter, and oblige.
* Yours respectfully, o
“(3d.) RAND & MILLER,
“ Real Extute Agents,” =

Mr. WiLsor.— Well, gentlemen ; I suppose we are ready for business. It js scarcely
necessary for me to say, gentlemen, that what we do here to-day will be perfectly private
and whatever conclusions we come to will be subwitted to the Minister at Ottawa, and
it will be for him to say whether they shall be made public or not.

Mr. Hicgins.—Oh, yes ; keep it perfectly private—give nothing to the press at all.
Now I think we might take up first the points on which we can agree at once. ,

Mr. WiLsor.—Well, T may say gentlemen, that yesterday I drew up a memorandum
of matters here. '

Mr. HicGins.—Oh, by . the way, may I ask if you will teceive an affidavit as evi-
dence! A man named Cassidy came to me and asked to put in an atlidavit as evidence.

Mr. WiLwor.—Oh, ¥es ; we have his evidence—it was handed in the other day and
I gave it to the Secretary to insert upon the Minutes. There have been one or two -
others also, and we have placed them upon record.  Well, first of all gentlemen, if you
will permit me, I will just read over the vonclusions I have come to.

(Mr. Wilmot here read over his recommendations which are detailed further or;;}

Mr. ArusThONG.—Well, put in another paragraph that they shall not be a' lowed to
destroy the dog-fish for the liver only. If they want to make oil from the fish, let them
use the whole fish. You see, they kill the dog-fish just for the liver and throw the rest
on the bank and let it lay there. ~ There is just as much oil in the body and it does not
require machinery to take it out. . ' .

Mr. WiLwor.—Very well, we will put that down. Now, are there any other ques-
tions that you gentlemen would like to Place upon the list, and we can discuss them
specially afterwards’, . -

Mr. Hi6615% —Perhaps you make a paragraph of that (handing in letter) in regard

_to that train of guano and vau-de-cologne !
Uxiox Crug, Vicroria, B.C, 31d March, 1892,

*“ My pEAR Mr. HiGG1xs,—Being much interested in the proceediogs of the Fishery ——
Commission now going on, and hearing from friend Rithet that you control the runni
of the car-load of eau do cologne necessary for the peaceable transportation of the Fraser
River offal from the salmon canned, I hope you wili not overlook an old friend anxious .
to carry that car-load of eav-de cologne, wlen shipped. -

.o Yours very truly,

(8) D.J. BROWN.
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Mr. Hi:6185.—Then here is an analysis of that water at Cohiluthan Sk;u‘gl; tE;‘I‘ R

-~ tool: down the other dav. I had it analyzed in Vietoria by the Government Analyst,
* avery clever fellow :—— :

dnalyeis of Water,

7 Had & brown colour and unpleasant smell, re-action neutral,

Total solid residue........ ... ... . 143 grains per gal.
Solid inoryanic matter. . ... .. ] ceen 19 "
Solid organic matter.. .. ... T v “
London Thames Companies.. ... ... . 183 total solids per gal. 2
Manchester water supply.. ... ..., T 47 “
Glasgow, Loch Katrine™ ... . ... el 23 " ‘
Sample of sewage.......... ... . . " 3549 v :
Chlorine existing as sodium chloride. . ... .. 31 grains per gal. i
London Thames Companies... ... ... .. .. 12 -
Tunbridge Well<.... 0000000 0000 37 «
Sample of sewage. ... .. Ceeen i 99 “
e e 115 i
Free Ammonia representing principally vegetable
organic matter.......... . ... " . 10 parts permil. ‘
Albuminoid Ammonia (animal mattery. .. ..., W *
‘ Free Ammonia.  Alb. Ammonia, ‘
© West Middlesex WaterCo.. ..., .. 0l 07
Grand JunctionCo_ ... ... ... ., . .. 01 08
East London Co....... . ... .. . .. 03 9
Sample of sewage.. ... ... .. .. .. 16:20 40
Harrowgate sewage.. . ..... .. ... . ... 535300 300

A Llight examination under the microscope did ot show any living erganisms only :
occasional jelly like inasses. As shown by the analysis the water is very bad, but |
whether iv would Le the cause of disease or not could be better shown by a careful
microscopic examinatiom-— —

(Signed,)  H. CarMicnage,
. Analy«t jor B. C.

Mr. WiLwor.—~Well. gentlemen. that goes theugh all eorrespondence 1 have
received on the fisheries question during the last few days.  Now, whatever matter you
wish to take up first ! :

Mr. AR¥usTR0NG. —Oh. take up the first item. . o B

Mr. Hicoixs.—Yes, take them seriatim. S ST

Mr. WiLnor.—Then you think these clauses cover the ground generally |}

S Mr. ArusTRONG.—Yes, oh ves, if there are others we can add them,

Mr. WiLwoer.—Well, then, the fint clause js :— -

1. That each canning establishment actually carrying on the canning industry
shall be entitled to receive eighteen {15 beat licenses to fish as its maximum number,
and that the fee pavable for each such license shall b_e $20, )

(Continuing,) Now, I think a cannery getting licenses should be in actual opera-
tion. Suppose a man puts up a shell and does not work it but simply pats it upin
ordér to get a certain number of licenses, he has an advantage over other parties,
don’t you think? It strikes me from the evidence and from what we hear from many

- canners that it was very unfair.. The only man it would effect I fancy would be Mr.

Ewen. .
Mr. Hisgins.—Did he not work the new one ¢ o . .
- - Mr. WiLxor.--Oh no, not at all. It is a fine building and with all convenierices

bat he has not set it going. Now, if we say that he, or any person situatd like him

shall get a0 many liceﬁgesgfnr a pon-working establishment, it gives him a certain advan-
. 1"talge over others, therefore I put in the clause “canneries. in actual operition ” Mr.
gt \ a3
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Mr. Hiceres - Yes R
T M WiLkoY. " Do ¥ou think it i correct in the main ‘ ‘

Mr. Hio61xs —Well, I think it is if we don't cut the licenses down t0o short so &8
o put the canners at the mercy of the fishermen. \ :

Mr. Wiwor.—Then there is anotber point to take into consideration this y-ar—
with the larger number of licenses given 1o the fishormen, the canners wili be supplied
with more fish than they ever had before. There will be four or five times the number
of fichermen working than ever before, you know. -

for the fish. -
Mr. WiLwor.—Oh, ves; but as Joug as the canners get a certain number they can-
not be combinad against .

Mr. . ArvsTgONG.—And don't you think if canpers could get licenses for a non-
working canvery, a masn could put vp wany such and have an eatire monopuly.  Then
you remember Mr. Johnston was very much oppased to it—I think they shoud be in
acinal operation. ; .

Mr. WiLMor.-—Yes, in actoal aperation—it is a matter between the canners solely.
If thexr want 1 run the swoond establishment why they must just get their fish trom the
contractars. but Jam satuden! this year they will have all the fish they want to werk with,
And also I think the fish will be reduccd in value too.

Mr. Higorvs,—Yes, and afterwards it will regulste iteelf—1I think after this ¥ear
fish will be very cheap. But how many licenses are you going to give!

Mr. Witwor— Ah, that is the question.” Now, Mr. Jolnston's evidence is very
important on that point—his evidenve was put’ in writing after giving his evidene: in
Victoria—1 will just read from it :—

“ For the information of the Commissioners, T beg to state in reply to the quéstion
which was addressed to we, vir :—* How mauy salmon were used for canning purpases
and huw wany cases were jacked with same at the Fraser River Cannery, Deas’ Island,
last seasont that 20,745 salmon {sotkeve) were supplied to the cannery and were used
in packing 7,137 cases of 4510 tins each, being an sverage of 1124 fish per case. A tin
neninally 1 1b. ecotaing more than s poand of Gsh —aboat 17} oz as an average.”

Well, now, taking that as data geatlemen, I find that fifteen boate wiii produce
the ancant rejresentad. at a catch of 5,000 fish 10 a boat, which I think is rbout a fair
average. The canners ask for twenty five licenses, and bere a wman in his own calcula-
ton makes fifteen boats do it.  Some say sem bmt T think thad shhogether out of the
guest on.  Now, taking evervthing into accound, with the incremsgd #smber of bosts to
be fished, I think twenty-five oot of the question —ten 1 think too kew—they should get
* a sufhicient number to allow of them being fairly well supplied. :

Mr. Hicaixs -~ Well, - perbaps sotoe of these canneries oy ght pot use them—they
might keep themn as & reserve che.k--now, you shoubd place enongh licenses in their
kands to be protected—I think they shocld get twenty five—1 want 16 sce them
pruvtected and also the fishermen .

- Mr. Witwor —Well, what is your opinion, Mr. Apmpirong! T could bardly agree
- with you, Mr. Higgins. §EES

Nr. Apmerecxe.—Well, I have been thisking this matter over a good deal and have
boen talking with many people aboat it.  Sazoe say sogne years ten boats will cubeh all
they can handle —then in & poor vear fifteen will get nough ani twenty will Joave the .
caaneries entirely independent of fishermen altogether. < 1 don't want to see the fiaher-
men entirely deprived of the means of selling their fish and o 1 think the figure sheuid
be placed scane sbere between fifteen and twenty. e
, Mr. Hicares —Well, bat in a byd vear they want more than their own hosts—
- they often wse mare than their own boats—they should get a Dumber 50 2z to keep the
1ot at the merey of the fishermen. -

Mr. Hio61xs —Yes, but as Jong as they don't be able to say you must Py somuch

Mr. ArusTRoNG.—Well, if yor give thean ten they would nt be at the mercy of
the fishermen. - & tbey o T .

Mr. Hyogrxs—Oh, well, bun that would met do in a bad yoar ; they would be 2
- : T 414 ’
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Mr. Wn.(;m —m. but what mekes me thick =5 v many i+ that when the can-
ners were in Oiawa asked fou 20, 0w thev ask noore T
T et e A fx perbape mext veour 5
Mr. AnwsTeosc.—Well we shonid book st it fomn m sides and | oertmiudr think
we should protect the fishermen ; o we rive the canners all the lioeses ther wuit they
bave po use at all inr the b:&xﬂ'men
Mr. Haocres WL, 1 155§ 5 tievmws & fnir norobwe. . e

Mr. WrLwor. — Aud vou sx, Mr. Armstromg rwrﬁm 15 and 20t
Mr. Ax¥sTiova —Yes,

Mr. Wrtwer. — Well there is quite a differvace butwoen Foa

Mr. Hiocaxs —Well, what do ¥ REY yomrwel Y

Mr Winepr. —Well 1 will R&F RN T T ope— 1% Dirensas $o be ziven -

to the canmers.  In this vay ve are wnls redusrs ther 1ve fromn whst they bnd bedore,
and thes the grester pember of fishermen wii cusbie theur W pet wB the fiski I:»her
. want. Tt does Dol matier 1o me persoualiy whetber thes r.wr 15 1w 39, bt dadking wt 3t
from a prbdic stand-punt | thick the fisheravs gonid e the ekt of 17 vmﬁd i

Eke 1o say the caruers shondd get many dess thr ther have had tedore, Pt these

Bsherroen are xl payine their 270 and they shonid have & fair HgREtTLITY.

Mr. Hiacrsa — Well el it 2% bopnses gnd § ¥ili el B vuanimoss ; J dwut want

%0 see thit important indostry pot down. .

Mr. AvesTiime.—We dox i want 1o effet 1 &t el :

Mr. Hiocrvs — Wha dﬁemﬁv Mr. Winrnt e

Mr. Wipwsr —Well T eouid not oo bevond I

Mr. Hiosrvs —Well we mdxm& ou the guestim T ocanmt agoree w0 ouriail
ome of the most impatast industriee se have bere ; { sav 25,

T Mr. Axwsreora—1 sax 1%

Mr. Wnwor.—] sy 1¥

Mr. Arucenss - \m! thet nomier it woere ther sy fshermur gese ie s
evidunor as fair foo thean

Mr. Hoonrxs -1 Gun't see whiet the fidwrmer bave to 80 with o Thev ure Bke
trude aasocistioms ett-‘vwh‘«r? ﬂsﬂ }mrf- o n'm}m.l.r vitk capital at «il while rapital

feeds them I
Mr. Wreor —Very well thon v, For the sxmon with 1€ tute— Mesrs, Arme

strong and Wﬂmm. Nay—Mr. Hincles, who ~guites 25 lioases. Now. foe the soovad
‘SBCTIOD.

Mr. Wnwor —2 That o-wb £'wza, eqa}.ﬁﬁhm actusliv  engaged = vhe
freezing snd u:;nmm: of fsh shall e evtiued o oltadn it exoeefing seven (7}
Bicenses, and thet the foe for each Younss shall e £20, gComm:m. y Xow, I under-
stand that Port sod others calling themnssives Srevgem oot 37 Soenses o were working

30 boats Now. 1 dont thitk be b s frozer a1 i bt s sectim bas to do with men

putting vp larpe ectallishmerte foe freizing fist aud shipping then eamt . and 1 think
© the busivess should be enovnruged. Thert bs 'y e person, bere en:n,."ad it the imasi-

zess that 1 know £ ar jechaps tva

Mr. Armeruosi— Well: the ssme thi m spgies 1ot a5 v canvers, for F yom
grve them all the boate they want they wili ot tmy auy fsb from the Hsberawr

Mr. Wrwor.—Well # I rememier richtis. ¥r. Armstroug. when we were a1 the
esalfidment the vzher dey that may szid be did min cure moch atemn the liovnses. wa
hmﬂm il the fisk he wantel Kot 1 think as they were pane 1o ewabdisk
similar exta’ Hishauents o the Shevna ter should oot & certuit number of Yioenses.

Mr. Avweygowa —Well your michs pot it m this way. fur earh thorvnghly equipped
froezing establishment with & cagmity o vo mock «r somenhing +f that kind, fur de

might sx be was poiur 1 budd et Sresna. Foint Huwr, and icher jiaces t-n& he

mught ped o0 muny bornwes, aud ther wa pr the “ecaliishmese Gp &t Wil
Mr. Hicarse —How masy would yeu give eanck freexer)
Mr. Wxsor.—Soppose v pave e eirkt Hoses )
Mr. Amereosc—That & v woch 36 Jeupetion 10 what yow have given the

eanmers Twrwy!mimd as wuck mum mﬁ 1 shank 3f Foe give

hma.' seven it woxld bﬁdlthefsu“ﬁ
4
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E - Mr. WiLsotr. —Yes; but you must not confound the man who gets his fish and

oo o simply shiips them in’ ice with the real freézer. Onc has simply to have hut a mere
shell of a building, if he so likes, while the other has to have air-lined walls, manu.
facture his ice, etc.; it is a very diflerent matter,

Mr. HicGins.—Well, but we are talking now of the man who builds & proper
freezer? : : )
Mr. WiLvor.—Yes; persons actually engaged in freezing and exporting fish ;
what number would you say, Mr. Higgins 7 N D R SR
UUNRE—— | Y Hieains.=Say soven, but do not let them sell their fish to the canners,

Mr. ArMsTRONG.-—Yes ; say seven licenses. . :
Mr, WiLsor.—Very well ; we will insert seven in the section and call it unanimous,

—

Mr., WiLnor.—Now, Section 3. - ; )
3. That each establishment engaged in the actual business of shipping or exporting
fish in ice, or otherwise, but not in the manner of freezing or canning, shall be entitled
to obtain no* exceeding three (3) licenses, at a fee of 20 each license, . :
(Continuing). These are persons shipping fish in loose ico. The expense of putting
up a pluce for carrying on this business is very suidll compared with the other. Now
what do you gentlemen suggest { ‘ )
- Mr. Anvstroxa.-—Well, you suggested the other, what do you say !
Mr. WiLvor. —1I would say 4. ’ .
Mr, Hicarss.—1 say 3. - ‘ .
- Me. Anvstiong, — say 3, T want to encourage our fishermen,
Mr. WiLvor.—Very well, we will make jt unanimous, 3 licenses, -~
... 4. _That each and. every local  trader or dealer in fish for Jiome consumption, in
o " cities, towns, or country, actually engaged in such traffio, shall be entitled to obtain not
exceeding two (2) licenses at a fee of 820, each license, _

Mr. WiLnmor.—Now this is for persans who have a shop or market, they do not
export or freeze fish nor do they fish themselves, but they may have boats.

" Mr. ARMSTRONG.—2 boats are enough to supply a market.
.~ Mr, WiLMoT.-- 1o you-all say-2-4
" Mr. Hiccixs.—These are traders in cities, towns, or country {

Mr. WiLmor.—Yes,

Mr. Hiceins.—Very well, 2 licenses,

M. WiLvor.—Well, unanimously 2 licenses, .

5. That all bona fide fishermen being British subjects and actual residents of the
province shall be entitled to obtain one (1) license to fish, upon payment of the sum of
$20 for such license. .. )

Mr. Winor.—I think that is unanimous, one license to all, ,

Mr. Hico1xs.—T would make the fee less, say 815, - ‘ ’

e Mr. WiLsor.-—0h well, it has been 220, T do not think it would do to lessen it.
T T Mr. Hl(:mxs.—-\"er_v well, leave it at $20, but those poor fishermen of whom you
are so considerate, is it not, a.high figure for them: - . i
Mr. ARMSTRONG.—Oh, yes, but it has been 820, leaveitat 820.
- Mr. WiLyor. ~-Yery well, that is unanimous then, $20. .
6. That every actual resident settler (with his family residing with him), shall be
entitled to obtain one (1) license to fish, upon payment of'v $2 for the same, and shall be
* peruitted to fish in any of the waters of British Columbia, except in any prescribed
- limits at the mouths of rivers or streams, or during the close times, every such settler
shall be a British subject and such license will only permit of fishing for family use, but
not for sale or barter. - . : ’
Mr. Hicains.—-Well, T think, although the fee is only &2 you might maku it less,
I think a man should be able to fish in front of his own land. T
« Mr. WiLsor.—Oh well, it is simply a regulation, the fee is made small and is
simply to control them, in fact they ask for it themselves. T e S e
Mr. Higaixs.—Well, I would strike out, the part about the family.
: 416 T
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Mr. ARMITRONG. —Well, T want to prevent half-breeds and others going up river
and squatting anywhere and calling themselves sottlers when they really are not, they
have no families nor do they own land, .
My, WiLmor.—Then you ree Mr. Higgins, this applies to up the river, beyond .
where the ordinary commercial fishermen cannot fish ; whereas the sottler can ﬁsh'nny- i
where. ' Then this regulation gives a sort of control over them, . 1
Mr. ArystrRoNG.—1T think you had better let that go Mr. Higgins, it would not f
. do to let everybody fish for their own use. - They could not all get a net and buat, and Coe .‘
they cost'money,” and if a man has a family he will be more careful not’ to run the Co
chances of being fined, etc. -
Mr. WiLsor.—Yey, T think, Mr. Higgins, that you had better let that go.
Mr. Higaixs.—Very well, T will take your experience for it. :
Mr. WiLmor.—That is agreed then, Sec. 6 unanimous, Lo
7. That the regular annual close time for salmon fishing in any of the rivers, or K
streams of British Culumbia, shall be from the 1st of Qctober to the 1st March following :
in every year. 7 o :
That the weekly close time for fishing for salmon or other fish in the waters of
British Columbia shall be from 6 o'clock on every Saturday till 12 o'elock niidnight on
the following Sunday. ' :
Mr. WiLMor.—Now, in the recommendations of persons giving evidence in this
watter they say the use of 5} inch mesh shall -prevail from 1st March to 25t August,
But at the present time they do not use 5§ but 7§, Now they say a close season from
Ist November to 1st Marech, but the spawning is not over by Ist November. I think
you can all see the propriety of having an annual cloge season, because after the operations
of the canneries are over, when these fish are caught with spawn rvunning out of their
bodies, a disgusting fish is being put upon the market.. Then as regards the Sunday
close time; now, I believe it should be up to 12 o'clock Sunday—T think the whole
Sunday should be kept. ‘ o -
Mr. Hicorxs.—Well, in that case you see the canneries would have no work on
Monday morning. : ) : :
- Mr. ArusThONG.—Yes, but T think there is another point we should look at, The s
canneries have been used to hiring Indians, and while that is,all,very,well.~-y0u-lnustr*w**w T
———remember they take the place of whitemen, and although they ure got cheaper, still it js ‘
a fact that the whitemen are in the long run cheaper, because the whitemen will go out
at any time whereas the Indians will not.  Now if the Ind‘ans ave paid by the picce—
as a rule they will bring in a good many salmon, but if they are paid by the day they
know just how m my fish it will take to pay their wages, and so you will not get many
fish. ~Now, I would put it either that thers should be noSunday work at all, or I would
leave it as it is now—if there is a full run of fish on Monday they will have thein in by
noon and there is plenty of time to put them up.
Mr, WiLMor.—Then the Indians have religious scruples they tell me—by the way
what time do you have daylight here? ;
© Mr. HicGixs.—Oh, it is nearly daylight all night. I think T would not advocate
any change in the Sunday close time. ) ' -
R, ¥ WiLnor.=Well;~F-go strongly” on lm\'mg.nll _dny'Sun(_ia.y as a day -of rest—T
may say, Mr. Higgins, that I have noticed more inclination in British Columbm. to break
" Sunday than in any other province in the Dominion, m:nd no.w I see that ‘Pm:hgment is
going to be asked to pass an Act that at the Canadian Government Exhibit at the
World’s Fair all shall be closed on Sunday.
Mr. ARMsTRONG.—Well, but I think if we put it at 3 or 4 o'clock on Monday -
ing—how would that do? .
monglllr{,. thzmxs.-—Pshaw—.‘S or 4 o'clock Monday morning? why you don’t want them
to catch fish at all. i
Mr. Arsstroxc.—Oh, well ; it is no use trying to persuade me that they cannof, __
put up fish on Saturda)-‘:ﬁ" k‘nolw “they -could do it if they liked but they want all day
day to themselves.
Sa,_tfl rl(}?\‘;?linsol;".‘.—-{\'cll, but the canners asked themselyes' to have the close time
Saturday and Sunday down to Monday, at 6 a. w. Then it was reduced to 6 p.m.,
Sunday. : A7
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Mr. Hiserxe.—Well, probably it did not work well that way and so0 was changed.
Mr. WiLnoer.——Well. for three or four vears they asked to bave it made at six
eclock Monday morning: then they asked that it be changed back to Sunday e, aing.
Now, if they were satisfied with 6 a. m., Monday, for several years. 12 midnight Sugn-
day would be no hardship. - ) ' :
» Mr. ArmsTRONG. — Well. if they didn't know what thev wantad. T think we should

establish a rule for them ; I say make it Mondsy morning. .
Mr. WiLwor.--1 certainiy think all the Sunday should be kept, especially as yon

are trying here to christisnize the Indians, and 1 do not think as s people we should .

alluw this bad example to remain, ;

Mr. Hicerss. — It will be hard work christianizing them, T fear. (Laught'er.)‘_

Well. what de you say. Mr. Wilmot ! From when till when ! . N
© o Mr Wiwor.—From 12, o'clock fatunday, if you choose, 10 €, o'clock Mouday
' wmorning. ) ’

== Mr. Arwerrova.~I would say from 6 o'clock Saturday morning until 3 o'clock
Monday worning. . o ’

Mr. Hiceixs.—Well, but T don't think ver will stop (wnday werk arcund the
canneries, no matter what you do: you might as well trv ro stop work on sailing
vessels ut sea, makinug sail, reeting. ete. e N

Mr. WiLwer.—Well, here is another view of the matier : there js going to be such
an increase of fishing that the fish should, T think, gret the advantage of it.  Now there
is going to be. I'fancy. vearly a thousand licenses issued this vear, and these will cer-
tainly sweep off the greater number of fish that cowe in : so ¥ou see they might fairly
be given the advantage of an extended weekly close time. . Well, what.do you sa¥: Mr. ——om e
Armstrong 7 - ‘ :

Mr. Arustrone.—-1 sax 6 o'clock Saturday morning to 3 o'cock Monday worning.

Mr. Hicoixs.—Well, 1 will go with you, Mr. Chairnan,_and call it 12 oclock

i - Bundayv-richts -

Mr. Witnor.—Now, cannot we make it unanimous, Mr. Arwstrong !

Mr. ArwnsThONG.—Very well : 1do not want to be too obstinate ; say 12 o'clock
Sundaxy.

Mr. Hieaixs.—Now, on the first paragraph of that section 7. I would prefer being
placed on record as wishing t defer my opivion until X_have read-the evidenee-—You ———
se¢ I have not had the sdvantages of you gentlemen in being present at all the sessions,
s8¢ I would like to give my views on that part of the section later on.

Mr. WiLyor.—Very well : what do you say. Mr. Armstrong? Do vou agree with
the leading paragraph?

Mr. fi»:‘.u.&'rl:(-.\'i.-—('h, yes: T think that is all right .

Mr. Winsor.— Very well : we will say : Ayes—Massrs. Armstrong and Wilmot,
aud that Mr. Higgins defers hit opinion until he has had an opportunity to read the

evidence. A
5. That the limitation for tie sjo w0 by of salinun nets and the period in which
such sized nets shall be v.od. shall .« .. 5. ge-

A net with a T§-inch wesh for - - -z spring salmon to be used from March 1st
to August 15th. A net with » mesi. 1 less tuan &f-inch mesh for sockeve, cohoe, or
other salmon, may be used only betwern st J vly aud Ist October. The abuve meshes
are extension measure,
Mr. WiLvor. —This is for catching spring salwon only - —— ——
Mr. Hioeixs.—Is that all right t
Mr. WiLuor.—Oh, yes; I think so. -
Mr. Axxsrroxe.—But would not 15th July be sefficient
Mr. WiLner.—Well, it would only effect “the freezers : you kuow they cannot
cateh sockeve with the big pet. :
Mr. ArdsTRONG.—No0; they cannot catch sockeye with the big nei.
MrHistixs—But-suppose s run of sockeye came ir 1
SN, | § X .“'u.so’r.——l)h,»weﬂrﬂreyfmohﬁsh—fm'mckeye very well; you see the net
is different and they do not begin to fish for sockeyes until July, the. latter end of J oly.
Mr. Higerve —Rut if they do come they can use them. - Is not T
o 418 -
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Mr. ArusTiove. —Well, but 1 don’t think
caught Jater every yvear; they are not caught for
of July. :

Mr. Hicains —Sll, is it intended to prohilat the use of smaller mesh 1 1 faney 1
have heard of the cohoe being caught for cunning ju September or October, ’

. Mr. ArwsTRONG.—Ob, 10 DOt to any extent. ’

Mr. HicGivs.— Mr. Winte
Please let me sec it

The Secretary handed the memorial 10 My, Higgins.

Mr. WiLwor.— Well, nt any rate, gentlemen, you see during these Spawuing times.. =

fishing should he prohilsced. because, of fish ane then caucht, foul tish are being put

upon the market. R e
Mr. AnMsTRONG.—Oh, well. they den't do

sockeve will not suit the market,

Mr. Witwor.~No: but if they are caught and fr,

thev come in so early; they have been
canning until about the 15th or 20th

r, have You that canners’ estimonial }  If You have,

that ; ‘after the st of September the

225 and sent on in that vay, oo

T T Mr ARMSTRONG. —Yes: wher, they are thawed out ther are 8 poor fish,

Mr. WiLwor —Well, from the weight of evidence presented. all salmon spawy
sbout the same time. ‘and auy salmon eaught in rivers after Beptember is not it for
food.  Of course, if caught iy the s, s different 0 but in the rivers they arv a soft
flabby body, and_of no use far fuod, . Now. the 7 #inch mesh it for spring salmon, and

“they shuuld be caurlt berweer, 1st March aud 15tk Avgust: after that they are nu
caught.  Then with 53-inch for sckeves and cohuss, aud all other salmon, from 1st
Juls 10 Ist Ociober.

-~ Mr. WiLsor.—You.see. Mr. Higeiny, the limit has boen, as per this map in the

. these upper watens for the benefit of the fish. There iz no fishing beyond Mission now,

Mr Hicains —Well, waould ¥ou mind laviug over that matter until T lonk pver
the evidence ; 1 would prefer that. . :

Mr. WiLuor. — Very well, but You see frum the Order in Council the 53-iuch mesh
is established for sockeve anud the canners themselves asked that 7§ should be eswlbs
lisl"ed for the spring salmor. o : e
Mr_HicGrvs — Verv wall ;- wewill tav-thatnver— - - T

- 9. That all licenses so obiained shall not he tratsfernbie -under any conditions
whatever, withuut the econsent in writiug from the Irepartient of Fisheries.

Mr. WiLwer.—J think that is unanimous ; it i foir all rousd.

Mr. ArwsTRONG.— Uk, ver, .

Mr. Higaixs.—Is it understood that no uvne but genuine fishermen shall get a
license? Xo watchmakers, saluon-keepers, or others ?

Mr. WiLwor.—Well it is the intention that none but fisherwen shall et fister .
men's licenses.  In section & we say all “bong ride fishermen, British subjects —

Mr. Hicoixs. —Verv well, 1 think section & ir all right. : ;

" 10. That the tidal boundaries for all, or any fishing for commercial purposes con-
nected with canning, freezing or exporting of salwoi. shall be at Pitt River and at a
line across the Fruser River at Whonnack Creck. above thest 1wo points on the Pin
and Fraser Rivers. netting or tishing for commercia! purposes. “as ahove described, is
forbidden. :

departmental report for 1540, up to Hammond and Pitt Tiver Bridge.”
‘Mr. Hicorxs.— Well. was this ever enforved ! . .
Mr. WiLmor.—No, but it has been substantially admitted by all. Now what we
desire is to have all the bady of the river and upper waters for spawning purposes, and
to place the limit ou the maiy river at Whonuack Creek, there is ne comuwercial fishing ©.
bevond theve, i« there Mr. Armstrong ? )
© Mr. ARMFTRONG.—Yes, up to the Mission. . ; ) .
Mr. WiLaot.—Oh yes, 1 recoliect. we bad a letter about that, 30We Gue was catch-
ing fish and supplying the C.P.R. Now I think it would be mest desirable t0 have all

and you will see the propriety of establishing & fair boundary,

214
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Well, what shall we call it

Mr. Hiceixs.—There is no fishing in Pitt River at all now is there?
T Mr. Winsor.—-No ; none at all, this has béen ke
young fish there all the time.
defining the limit at Pitt Bridge and Whonnack’s Creek is un

Mr. ArwstrONG.—Oh yes.

Mr. Higeins.—Very well,

11. The use of seines for capturing fish of any description is wholly forbidden at
the mouths of all rivers or streams within certain limits
the Department of Fisheries. :

» do not use seines down here do they

Mr. HicGins.—The!
Mr. ArusTRONG.—No. :
{r. HicGins,—Well, they say they cannot catch any fish_up in the northern rivers

. Mr. ArustroNG.—They fished out the Vi
*Mr. Hiceixs.—Well, yes, but as a matter of fact the packers should 1
been permitted to go up to these northern rivers and
are to be deprived-of the only w

had in the use of seines in the east you would

ctoria Harbour for you.

Mr. Hicoins.—Well, I would not agree with that section, for I am satisfied if the

men up there could catch fish without a seine they would not use it

Mr. ArvusTRoNG.—What does the statute say o1

Mr. WiLsor.—Well, the British Columbia ‘Reg
forbidden within the wateis of British Columbia,
like the Fraser and Skeena the principal fishing is now
estuary with drift nets—now to interfere with drift nets at the mouths of rivers would
be very injudicious, but when you come to these small rive
as well be nuscd, the regulations say these seines shall not be used
Mr. Hicoixs.—Well, T thought Mr. Spencer’s evidence was very clear on that-

- point, where he stated \hat they could not catch fish at all unless they used these seincs.
Mr. WiLmor.—Well you see these seines are
destructive appliances, even driftinyg
not permitted elsewhere. i
Mr. Hicuins.—Now, about the one-third of the channel—Subsection 8 of section

8 of the Fisheries Act reads “so as to obstruct more thun one-third of the wid
Now, that must be tamewhat mixed, because I hav
was the one-third that was to be left open. Now

" (O.C. Tth N

. how iz this

e Wirvor.-Well, but_inwthat very river you'mean.the great decreasc.in the - ..
h there is the most cogent reason for preventing seining
“Mr. Hirins.=—Well, but théy cannot catch the

pt entire and we kééﬂ“i)‘la'r\tflxrg_'
Shall we say that section
animous !

thereof as may be laid down by

start establishments if now they
ay in which they can catch fish for their factories,

Mr. Witvor.—Well, I am sure, Mr. Higgins, if you had had the experience I have
feel very decided about their pernicious

in my opinion.

m at all with anything else.

1 that point ?

ulations say “the use of seines is
o0v., 1890.) Inlarge rivers
carried on right out in the

rs where drift nets might just

not used elsewhere they are most

for salmon is allowed only in your province, it is

two-thirds was to be left open—I never understood it that way.

Mr. WiLsor.—Well, Mr. Secretary,

just take a note of that, and we will have it
I do not understand the watter—I always understood that it was the
third that was to be kept open—we will have it looked into Mr. Higgins,

Mr. Hiceins.—Well, about the seines, I would like to make a reservation in favour
of the Nimkish River—I know Mr. Spencer has told me of

any fish @t all with the gill nets and ke had tried if often.

Mr. WiLnor.—Well, but look at the decrease in their ca

years. Then, Mr. Mowat was instructed to take e

and what has become of them!

the river having become depleted.

_and fallen_off very much, and then_since_that acconlin

_catch it has much further fallen off, and if Mr. Ear

the real reason, they will see that this seining is th

- down_last year was very anxious about it, and the Minister went

~ thoroughly and said the thing was so clear that they were destroying their own river.
. 4 ‘

e always understood that it
1 that would mean that

ten that they could not cateh

teh there for the past six

ggs up there and they were taken up

I don’t know, but they were asked for on account of
The representations were that the river had declined
g-to the published returns of-the-—
le or any one else will only look at
" Mr. Earle when
-into_the matter

e real cause of it.
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Mr. HigGiNs.—-Oh, well ; but the decrease h
don’t know as that has been the cause. I would
. ----.vation in favour of the Nimkish, un

- ~blind-until T get full inforniation. .
Mr. Wisor.—Well, what do you say, Mr. Armstrong !

hgr. A.n.\xsmo.\’u.-—This is of ,course ‘& recommendation to the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries to change the Inw, '

Mr. WiLnor.—Well, T don't know as it is exactly. -
Mr. ArysTeoNG.—Well, T don't know as 1 car, consistently ask the Minister to
exempt one river—I am satisfied that seines are

> I \ Ainjurious and should be not allowed.
- Mr. WiLsor.—Well, as far as I am concerned, T am quite satisfied with the section
—no rivers should be exempted. o

“Mr. HiGe1xs.—Well, you might let that section lay over—I caanot agree to it at
any rate until I get further information, . :

Mr. ArusTrRONG.—Well, leave it until later. )

- 12, ‘That there shall be no discrimination with regard to the numbers of licenses,
nor the fees payable for the same, for canners or nthers throughout the waters of British
Columbia, ) :

Mr. Hic61x8.—Yes, no diserimination. Oh, but what about the Skeena River?
What are the reasons they give for a continuation of the present diserimination in fees
—there they pay but £5 now I believe, while here the rate is 220. )

Mr. WiLsor.—Well, on the Skeena they say there is no hatchery while there is one

here—while here they complain there is more competition than up north and the license
here should be as low, or the same figure as theirs. '

as only been for a year or two, and I
vote for the resolution making a reser-

—can you tell, Mr. Chairman !
Mr. W.mor.—There were 300 licenses on the Skeena—200 to canners and 100 to
outsiders.
Mr. HicaiNs.—How many canneries were there !
Mr. WiLsor.—Eight or nine. L
Mr. Hico1xs.—And what do they pay for their licenses? ‘
; Mr, WiLnor.-—Five dollars.  And these people down here all unanimously declare
that the fees should be made the same.
T Mo Hisorss=Well; but” thieté is the hatchery here —that is quite an item.
" Mr. WiLMor.—Well, but they have a corresponding advantage up there--they do
not have the same competition. -
Mr. ArMSTRONG.— And then fish run much more rezularly on the Skeena than here.
Mr. Hiceins.—What do the fshermen pay here 1 N )
Mr. WiLnor.—Ob, they all pay £20 for the past three years. T have no doubt that
the northern men will make a fuss about it, but you can bring up the evidence from
canners themselves. : : o
Mr. HioiNs.—Well, put me down that there should be no discrimination in the
licenses nor fees, except in the case of northern canneries, where the fee should remain
as heretofore. . . L
Mr. ArustroNG.—I agree with the resolution that there should be no discrimina-
tion in the license fees. . . L
13. That the throwing of fish offal or dead fish, saw-dust, mil! rubbish, or any dele-

these watérs, and 'to the inhabitants residing along the same, and therefore,. the laws
relating to the prevention of offal und deleterious substances being thrown into such
waterg, should be enforced in the intervats of the comimnunity at large. L
Mr. WiLMor.—Now, I go in for that, because I go upon the principle of it being
correct and being enforced anywhere else. What do you say, Mr. Higgins $
Mr. Higoins.—Well, I am under the impression that if the offal was towed out to
deep wvater—out to the deep channel of the river, it would pass out to sea and dc no

s M- Higa1xe:22What number of licenses were held by canneriés up north last year T

terious substance into the rivers, or other waters frequented by fish, is alike injurious to-

til 1 get further evidence, —I-de-not-want to-goit "

damage at all ; but, if left near the canneries, I wquld ot all(.nv it at all.
-~ Mr. WiLmor.—Well, T have been much surprised in getting evidence from fishery

421" :

officers—for we liave had another Commission, or investigation, since last with yqn-«in .




Marine and Fisheries,

regand to the old way of cribbing the offal. That was a fearful practice, they say, much
worse even than letting it go as now. . .

- Mr. Hicaixs —Well, T think if it was towed out into the stream, it would do no -

damage, but this thing of duinping it down near the canneries, I would not allow.

Mr. ArNsTRONG.—Well, now, is it not a question whether we are doing justice to
all parties in allowing this offal to be thrown away ! Now, you know the dog-fish are
plentiful, and they catch them just for the livers. Now, if they would put up oils,
fertilizers, etc., out of this offal, could not a most merchantable article be made ?

Mr. Hiceins.—Well, but they say who have tried it, that it does not pay.  Mr.
Ladner says that he cannot’ get rid of the article. ) i

Mr. ArusTrONG.—Well, here is Tom Cunningham, in giving his evidence states he
could take twenty tons of it. Now, why don't Ladner say I will give it to you for 810

,—why could they not sell it cheaper to introduce it t Certainly, the oil is very profit-
able at 35 cents a. gallon, for that is all dog-fish oil is worth, and even supposing they do
lose 200 or 2300 for a year or two until this business is put on a good footing, T don't
think we would be doing right to let all this matter and good material be thros:n away.
Then, if put in near the canneries, how can you expect it to float away !

Mr. Hiceivs.—Oh, ves, it floats away, and then. a great deal of it is eaten up.
Then, yoa know, two flood tides £o out each day.

 Mr. ArwstroxG.—But another tide comes in and it all comes

I think if you don't let them throw it away they will find some means of
it.

back again.
getting rid of

Mr. Hiceixs.—Well, T cannot sce any use in piling olligations upon these people,
they have tried the oil factory but it has not been successful. .

Mr. Anxsrnoxc.-——\?’e]), but here, take the two canneries up here, are you goingto - -

" inake them go (o the expense of getting scows and taking it out to the deep water when

they might be making good use of it? Now, that Frenchman down there who has been
running the oil factory, he says it pays.

Mr. Hiceixs.—But how does he know Tom Ladner says it does not pay, he is
very positive about it and he ought to know if any one does, for he advanced the money,
I understand. How would the Frenchmwan know anything about the financial part of
the scheme ! )

Mr. ArMsTRONG.—Well, of course, the prohibition of putting in offal is a thing that

.is law now anyway, so whatever we do it will simiply be a recommendation “to the

Minister.
Mr. WiLsor.—TI am sorrv our Secretary has not had time to get the evidence of

Mr. Arthur written up, his statement and the evidence given by that delegation that.
came up.from Ladner’s was to my mind very conclusive. .

Mr. Hic1xs.—Well, I don't think so at all, it is a very dirty hole down there any-
way. =

T M. WiLnor.—Then we hed a very sensible man in Victoria who in giving his

evidence stated that he had left the place (the Delta) on account of the injury from this
offal. ) ‘

Mr. Hicgixs. —Well, he left his boys there anyway.

Mr. WiLyor.—Well, gentlemen, let us get down to the point, of course you krow
my opinions pretty well, I think this should not be allowed to be thrown into the water
at all. I would be very SOrTY to give any opinion that would militate against the can-

) g. Then our cod fishermen say the offal and
entrails of fish put in the water spoilt their fishing grounds and so they bring them
ashore now and bury them. Then again we have the evidence right here in Vancouver
Harbour, that the offal thrown in from an oil factory, offal of herring, etc., bas driven the

be thought over.

. herring away from the harbour altogether. Now these are glaring examples and should
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Mr. ArustroNG.—And if you take this offal a
. - you will 500n have no salmon at all coming in here.

o Mr chm.\’&hll_ow about the quantities of dead salmon up the river, is not that
Just as bad, or rather infinitely worse ! :

Mr, WiLxor.—~Wel), gentlemen, I think there is no use discussing the matter
further. I think, M. Higging, you will have to bw jn a minority in this.
- Mr. Hiaeins —Well, what is it You propose | )
- Mr. WiLnor. T will re-read the section, (Read over section 13,

Al ;\]r. Hi6618:.—What is the penalty now under the Statute for putting in this
{14, :

Mr. WiLvor.— Nt exceeding 2100 for each and
the close of this section would mean only the ordinary penalty coming under the general
penalties of the Aet—not exceeding €20 for each offence, but you see it '
offence—it can be doubled as often ‘as you like, \
which penalty would apply —perhaps the 220,
the offal was thrown in.

Mr. Hicoixs.—You adusit there is no pessibility of burving the offal, T suppaose.

Mr. WiLnor.—Oh, yes it could not be buried—the only other way, I think, would
be to cremate it. But the way 1look atit, I think a siall sutn from each cauner, sy
€25 would erect an establishuent for providing ’

Mr. Hiccixs—Well, but You see here
—it can be buried ashore or put in perfo
simply carrying out the law.
o M Winwor. —Well, 1 must sav 1 am not i
subject. '
Mr. Hiseixs.—And the Act 80€S on o say, *the Minister of Marine and Fisherjes
may exempt from the operation of this subsection, wholly or partially, any stream or
streams in respect to which he considers that its enforcement is not requisite in the
public intervst.”  (Rec. 15, ss. 2.) ‘ . )
Mr. WiLsor.—Ob, ves: he can do that, and if your political representatives can
bring suflicient influence to Lear upon him, why we cannot do anything, but as far as we
are concerned, we must give our opinion irrespective of that. Now, what do You say,
gentlemen, is this clause of our report carried !
Mr. Ar¥sTRONG.—Wait a meanent,

A. 1893

I out inte deep water after atime T T

every offence. 1 think, however,

means every
It is really a question in my mind
because it could be renewed every time

for this matter.
is the law (showing Fisheries Act. Sec., 15)
rated boxes—now these people have been

epared W give an opinion on that

don’t be in a hurry—let us sce what the law
saYE. -
I don’t think this perforated box applies to the fisheries of the Fraser River—.1
think it applies to the deep-sea fisheries —of course, you must understand that this is
simply a recoinmendation to the Minister, and T would not recommend auything that I

did not think could be carried out. .

Mr. WiLnor.—Then the resolution stands Yea

Mr. ArMsTRONG.— Yes, ‘

Mr. HieoiNa.—No. I do not agree to it—I say that the offal should he theows into

. the swift water of the river 5o as to float vut to sea. ) o .

144 That it would be expedient for the improvement of the fisheries in Britich 4
Columbia that additional fish hatcheries to tie one now in existence should be built in .
well selected localities on the upper branches of the Fraser River—the evidence before
this Commission being largely given in this line.

Mr. Hieoixs.—Unanimous—I  was simply delighted with the hatchery when I
went up to see it and I have never ceased to tell people what a splendid thing it is. I
tell you it opened my eves. .

Mr. ARrMsTRONG.— Yes, unanimous—we want more of them.

15. That the great destruction of herring now practissd to supply a few crude
oileries on the coast and elsewhere should be prevented by departmental euactments and
thus avoid the too great and rapid depletion of an important factor as bait for carrying
on deep-sea fisheries of the British Columbia coast in the future. :

Mr. Hicorss.—Well, you will bave to count me out of that, because I have not seen
any evidence on that point, and cannot give any opinion. .

Mr. WiLwor.—Well, what do you say‘.zgir. Arustrong !




"demand the husbanding care of the Government for

Marine and Fisheries.

Mr. ArusTRONG.—Well, T think that is’ quite right—-I don’t think the herring
should be destroyed for the oil alone." ) '

 Mr. WiLsor.—And you, Mr. Higgins, defer your opinion not having read the evi-

dence.
Mr. Hiceins,  Yes, sir; I do.

-~~~ 16. That the halibut fisheries on the coasi of Diitish Columbia, - now assumisig -
great importance from the successes which have attended the catches lately made and

their introduction into the markets of Boston and clsewhere on the Atlantic coast,
“the advancement of this new in-
dustry, which bids fair to give additional wealth to the inhabitants of British Columbia,
" Mr. HiaGins.— All right—yes, T agree to that. ’
Mr. WiLsor.—And you, Mr. Armstrong?
- Mr. ArwstRONG.—Yes, that is.quite all right. Lot

" Mr. WiLyMor.—There is no‘doubt your halibut fishery is destined to be of great -

_value here ; your fish are so sweet and luscious. }

17. That the inclination on the part of the fishermen is to increase the killing .
capacity of the drift net by giving it greater depth than appears necessary for fairly
legitimate fishing, and as the depth as shown now varies from 30 to 60 meshes ; and in
order to place all fishermen upon the same footing in their fishing operations, and to
guard against the too excessive destruction of the salmon, the drift-net for sockeyes
should be limited to a depth not exceeding 50 meshes, .

Mr. HiaaiNs.—What is the depth now ?

" Mr, WiLyor.-—They run from 30 to 50 meshes, practically making them a seine
for all intents and purposes. _ )

Mr. ARMSTRONG.—Are not most of them 40 nftshes deep now? .

Mr. WiLsor.—Well, no, T think not. I may mention the reason I put this clause
in is because I got a letter from nur inspector of fisheries this morning, and it seems the
fishermen feel very much on this point. You see, a fisherman starts down with a 60-
mesh uet, and he floats down to where.others have only 35 or 40 meshes, and so one
will have 20 feet of net in depth .nd the other only 10, so0 you see the advantage of the
one is obvious. Now, with a limit of 50 meshes they will be fishing with an equality of
16 feet of net and will all be on the same footing. =~ :

Mr. HigGiNs.—Yes ; but I have heard no evidence on that—would it not be better
to say the limit shall not exceed 50 meshes ¢ ) : '

Mr. WiLsmor.—Wel), T have that in now. -

Mr. Higoins.—Still, that is another point upon which I cannot give an opinion
without further information. When do you leave, Mr. Wilmot 1
Me. WiLsor.—Well, just as soon as I can get away, v
Mr. Higoixs.—Oh, well, there will be two or three points upon which I can write

Mr. ArusTRONG.—What is the length of the net now ¢

Mr. WiLsior.—150 fathoms.

Mr. HiGoINs.—What are the nets in the east :

Mr. WiLnor.—Oh, well, they fish with nets 6 feet deep generally,

‘ Mr. Higeixs.—Well, T will be able to write you on this, after I have looked over
the evidence, ' :
Mr. WiLnor.—Well, what do you say, Mr. Armstrong §

Mr. ArustrRONG.—Well, I have no objection to it, as I think the majority of nets
are 40 meshes now. ’

Mr. Higoixs.—I defer my judgment—well, call it 60 meshes and T will vote for it
now off hand. -

Mr. ArustroNe.—I don’t think the canners will use those long nets, only the

. greedy fellows that want to fish for the spring fish. I will go in for 50 meshes.

Mr. Higoixs.—Well, I will defer my opinion until I have looked over the evidence
on the matter. Of course, you will understand I have not had the same opportunity of
hearing all the evidence as you two gen'lemen have, and am, therefore, on many little
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18. That doubts having arisen with regand to the actual meaning of subsection 8

. of section 8, chapter 95, of the Revised Statutes of Canada, it isdesirable, in theinterests ... -,«-;i;,-.:

of river fishing in British Columbia, with reference to leaving portions of the river free
from fishing, that not more thau one-third of the viver should be left open.
Mr. Wiryor.—Now, we have laid over syne matters

T M Hiceins.—Well, the first part of section 7 I will have to look over before 1 can

- business of it he should get two licenses anyway. .

give an opinion, also section 8 and sections 11, 15 and 17.
Mr. WiLsor.—Now, what other matters have you to bring up1
Mr. ARMSTRONG.—About the dog-fish. .
Mr. Hicains.—Well, while we are on the salmon fishery, let us understand, if pos-
sible about the channel of the river. )
Mr. WiLsor.—Ob, yes; yoa say that doubts having arisen as to the meaning of
the Statute as to keeping open one-third of the channel I Subsection 8 of section 8 of .
the Fisheries Act—now it is desirable, in the interests of river fishing in British Colum-
bia, with reference to leaving portions of the river free from fishing, that not more
than one-third of the river should be left open !
Mr. Hicains.—~Yes ; that will fetch it.
Mr. ArustiONG.—Yes ; not more than one-thivd.
Mr. HigGins.—Now, Mr. Armstrong, the dog-tish.
Mr.  ArMsTRONG.—Yes; I want to prevent the killing of dog-fish for the livers

only,

Mr. Hicgiss.-—Do they kill many 1 .

Mr. Arwstroxa.—Oh, yes; they get thousands of gallons of oil every year, and L
they just take the livers out of the fish and throw the body of the fish on the bank. :

Mr. Hica1xs.—What do they use it for--that is the oil 1 :

Mr.  ArMsTRONG.—For lubricating purposes; it is used very much in the saw-mills,
ete. It is very much like the salmon oil, but if they want to use the fish for oil they
should use all the fish. )

Mr. Higains.— But could they not make manure of the rest ui it 1

Mr. ArMsTrRONG.—Yes. S

Mr. Hicains..—But it has never paid 1 aep

Mr. ArMSTRONG.—Oh, but they should throw that offal in the deep water.

Mr. Hige1xs.-—-What do they do with it? , ‘

. Mr. ArxsTrRoNG.—They throw it on the bank and leave it there.

Mr. WiLMor.—Well, now, see if this will suit your idea :

1. That the system now prevailing along the coast of killing vast quantities of dog-
fish expressly for the use of the livers of said fish for oil purposes only should be discon-
tinued, unless the bodies of these fish are utilized in the same manner,

Mr. Higeins.—Yes ; that is all right.

Mr. ArMsTRONG.—Yes ; that will cover it first rate.

Mr. WiLnoT.—\Well, sirs, what next! .

Mr. ArustrRoNG.—Well, we have provided for the canners, the freezers, the ex-
porters of fresh fish in ice and the fishermen, but have we provided for the salters of
salmon } :

Mr. WiLsor.—Yes; I was thinking of them—they ought to come in the list too, I
think. . . ‘

Mr. Hicgins.—Yes, ' .

Mr. ArustronG.—The thing is now whether we should encourage the salting of fish
when there is such a demand for the fresh fish. .

Mr. WiLsor.—Well, there are persons engaged in thet line, are there not 1 : _

"Mr. ArmeTroNa.—I don't think there is any one engaged in it here unless when
there is a surplus of fish. : - .

Mr. WiLxor.—Well, say we give them one license—my own impression is po one
will go into the buss .ss of salting fish unless they cannot do anything else with them—
it is generally an inierior article, salt fish of any kind. o

Mr. ArustroNG.—Well, rather than have any trouble, if a man is going to make a -

[3
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ell, but the parties who will :pply for them then will be the

. Hiacixs.—But do not some of t!

1ese canneries salt sometimes

. ARMSTRONG. —They do when they have an over-plus of fish.

. Hicains. —Wel)
or smokers, should have
& man because he

e s e

s I think any one' making a special business of it, either salters
a couple of licenses, but not to smokers or salters——not two to

is a salter and two more because he i3 a smoker, say salter and smoker

Mr. WiLvor.—V,

ery well, we will say two each to salters and smokers—now, how

does this read?
20. That salters
domestic or foreign m

and smokers of fish who carry on this specialty in curin%l fish for

may be entitled to obtain
Mr. Higarxs.—Yes ;
Mr. ARMSTRONG.— Yes,

ts, and not engaged in the fishing business in any other way,

two licenses upon the payment of a fee for each license of £20.
that suits it all right.

- WiLyMor.—Now, none can complain that they did not all have a chance,

Now, there is anotner point which I suppose comes within our
t, viz. : the number of guardians on the river, I think there
1 lnunch and that there should be suficient additional guardians

Mr. ArvstroN:.—
province to speak abou
“should be another stean
ta properly enforce the low.
1 o WiLwor.-—Oh

» yes ; that is a point on which we may very well express ourselves

—=a very important on

21. That a suggestion is made to the de
protection of the fisheries, that a sufficient nu
appointed to enforce th

e fishery laws,
Now, is that un

How will this suit —

partment, for the advisability for further
mber of additional guardians should be

animously agreed to ?

Mr. Hicains.—VYes,
Mr.” ARMSTRONG.— Yes,

ILMOT.—Now, gentlemen, what next 1

16GINS. —Well, T wozl‘ld recommend that we suggest to the department, the
propriety of introducing shad E,‘,d lobster to these Pacific waters,

Mr. WiLvor.—-Hear, h ,
Mr, Al{MS’I‘RONG.-—\veH, before we leave the Fraser River, I think we shou
mend that measures be taken to get the spawn for the

of fish. T think taking them from the late fish is the
runs of fish every year.

fish are to be cultivated,
more chance of

ear, - 0
1d recom-
hatcheries out of the early runs

reason why we are getting later
I may, of course, be wrong, it is a theory of mine, :

getting better fish and 2asfier runs,
ILMOT.—Then, will this recominendation cover it 1

22. That it is expedien® in the interests of the Fraser Ri

runs of the. quinnat and sockeye salmon should be captured from which to obtain the
ova for artificial breeding in the hatcheries.

ver fisheries that the carly
ir

Mr. ArRMSTRONG.— Yes ; that covers it.

Mr. Hiceins.—Yes ; but do you consider the spring salinon a desirable fish ?
STRONG.—Oh well, it covers both of them,

Mr. WiLMOT.—~Yes ; 8ol
they want the spring salmon
Mr. Hice1xs—Does
. Mr, WiLsor.—Well,
extensively they will have
very costly matter.
Mr. ARMSTRONG. —W
when I interrupted you.
Mr. Hi661nNs.—Oh yes : about the lobster and shad,
oT.—Yes; yo

think that is a

me people say they want the sockeye and then many say
—the freezers, for instance,

it take moro capital to set up a freezer than a cannery.]
that is a question—you see if they go into this business
to get vessels provided with cold storage, etc., and it will be a

ell, now, Mr. Higgins, you were about suggesting something

u think they should be introduced on this coast!—A. T
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Mr. Hicains. —Well don’t you think it wq
Mr. WiLvor.—O} yes; I think so decidedly.
’ Mr.' SECRETARY.—There js just one matter gentlemen, if I may remind you of it, [
don’t think you have any recommendation about oy

3 'sters yet,
Mr. WiLyor.-~Thal is n good idea, however, I had a note of it.

Mr., Hicoins.—Well, you had better include the veference to oysters in the same
resolution regarding the shad and lobster. :
Me, Winmor.-ZA)) right ; well now, how will this do 1

25. That the introduction of shad, oysters and lobsters into the waters of British
Ct_)lumbin.'f!o'n the Atlantic coast, is most desirable, and that the Departnent of
Fisheries be requested te institute such means as will bring about this most desirable
enterprise, '

suld have some effect 1

Mr, qumxs.~}{ear, hear, that will cover it. -
Mr. ArNsTRONG.—Yes that is all right,
Mr. WiLsor.—But we have not said a w
Mr, HiGains. —Ol; well, I think tha
Tittle points you may add them, :

Mr. Winsor.—Oh well, but it will just take a minute—now how will this read ;—
24. That whereas the native oyster is found in some localities along the British
Columbian coast and as they are becoming rapidly decimated by the action of a few
fishermen and Indians regardless of consequences, it is desirable that the Fisheries
departisent should take speedy action to prevent their extermiration by establishing

proper close seasons and encouraging persons who may be desirous of entering into the
business of oystec culture,

Mr. Hicoins.—Yes ; that willdo first rate, -

Mr. ArsstroNe.—Yes, .

Mr. WiLyor.—Then gentlemen, do you all agree

our report—these recommendations from 1 to 24 inclusive, that we have just gone over}
Mr. HicgIns.—Yes ; except those sections or clauses which T amn to consider and

give my opinion after reading more evidence than I have done as yet, ete.

Mr. Wilmot, Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Higgins then duly signed the report in the
order named. .

The Chairman declared the Commission tinally adjourned at 6 p.m.
CHARLES F. WINTER,
Secretary. -

ord about oyster culture here.
tis pretty well covered —if there are any other

to these as our recommendations and

BRITISH COLUMBIA FISHI:JRIES COMMISSION,
FINAL REPORT.

In the matter of the Royal Fisheries Commission, duly appointed by the Dominion
Government of Canada, for investigating into matters relating to the salmon fisheries of
the Fraser River, and likewise the salnon and other fisheries of the province of British
Columbia, said Commission being composed of the Honourable D). V", Hi-gins, of
Victoria ; Mr. Sherii¥ Armstrong, of New Westminster, and Samuel Wilmot, of Ottawa,

 Evidzitce being tuken under oath from numerous parties in relation to the subject
of the fisheries at the cities of New Westminster, Victoria, Vancouver and Nanaimo,
- the following conclusions have been come to on the subjects contained in the several

paragraphs herein, which are numerically written, ard are recommended for ndoptlon.b

the Fisheries Department of Canada, for the conserv.rtion and maintenance of the fishing

1. That each canning establishment, actually carrying on the canning industry,
shall be entitled to receive eighteen (18? boat licenses to fish as its maximum number,
. and that the fee payable for each such licenss shall be 820. .
Ayes—DMessrs. Armstrong and Wilmot ; Nay—Mr. Higgins (requiring twenty-five
licenses). , bon
Carried—eighteen boats.
Al 8d) 8w,
Chairman,
427 . .
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2. That cach freezing establishment, actually engaged in the freezing and expert-

- ing of fish, shall be entitled to obtain not exceeding seven (7) licenses, and that the fee

for each license shall be 20, :
Unanimously agreed to.

(Sd.) 8. w,
Chairman.

3. That each establishment engaged in the actual business of shipping or exporting
fish in ice, or otherwise, but not in the manner of freezing or canning, shall be entitled
to obtain not excecding three (3) licenses, at a fee of 820 each license.

Unanimously agreed to.

(8d) s w,
Chairman,

4. That each and every local trader or dealer in fish for home consumption, in
cities, towns, or country, actually engaged in such traffic, shall be entitled to obtain not
exceeding two (2) licenses, at a fee of 820 each license.

Unanimously agreed to.

(Sd) 8. w,

_ Chairman,

5. That all bond fide fishermen, being British subjects and actual residents of the
province, shall be entitled to obtain one (1) license to fish, upon payment of the sum of
220 far such license. :

Unanimously agreed to.

(8d) S W,

Chatrman,

6. That every actual resident settler (with his family residing with him), shall be
entitled to obtain one (1) license to fish, upon payment of &2 for the sane, and shall be
permitted to fish in any of the waters of British Columbia, except in any prescribed
limits at the mouths of rivers, or streams, or during the close times—every such settler
shall be a British subject, and .such license will only permit of fishing for family use,
but nut for sale or barter. ‘

Unanimously agreed to.

(Sd) 8. W,

Chatrman.

I3

7. That the regular annual close time for salmon fishing in any of the rivers or
streams of British Columbia, shall be from the Ist October to the 1st March following
in every year.

That the weskly close time for fishing for salmon or other fish in the waters of
British Columbia shall be from 6 o'clock a, m,, on every Saturday till 12 o'clock mid-
night on the following Sunday.

On the 1st paragraph of above section :

Ayes.—Messrs. Armstrong and Wilmot. -

Mr. Higgins not having had an opportunity of going over all the evidence, and
- not being present at many of the sessions of the Commission, deferred: his opinion on
- the paragraph until he had time to consider it,

The 2ud paragraph was agreed to unanimously,

S(8d) 8. W,
Chairman.
8. That the limitation for the size of mesh of salmon néts and the period in which
such sized nets shall be used, shall be as follows :
: 428
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A net with a 7§-inch mesh for capturing spring salmon, to be used from March 1st
to August 15th. A net with a mesh not less than 5{-inch mesh for sockeye, cohoe, or

other salmon, may be used only between the 1st July and the Ist October. The above
meshes are extension measure. :

Yeas.—Messrs. Armstrong and Wilnot,
Mr. Higgins deferred Judgiment until he bad time to read the evidence.

Sd.} SOW,
/ ’
C/mirman.

9. That all licenses so obtained shall not he teansferable under any conditions
whatever, without the consent in writing from the Department of Fisheries,
Unanimously agreed to, :
(3d.) 8w,

- Chairman,

10. That the tidal boundaries for all or any fishing for commercial purposes con-
nected with canning, freezing or exporting of salmon, shall be at Pitt River, and at a
line across the Fraser River at Whonnack Creek.  Above these two points on the Pitt

- and Fraser Rivers, netting or fishing for conmereial purposes, as above ‘described, is

forbidden. .

Unaniwously agreed to. .

(8d.) 8. W,
Chairmean,

11. The use of seines for capturing fish of any description is wholly forbidden at
the mouths of all rivers or streams within certain limits thereof, as may be laid down
by the Department of Fisheries,

Yeas.—Messrs. Armstrong and Wilmot. '

Mr. Higgins reserved his judgment until he had time to obtain further information
on the subject.

12. That there shall be no Jiserimination with regard to the numbers of licenses,
nor the fees payable for the same, for canners, or others, throughout the waters of
British Columbia.

Yeas.—Messrs. Armstrong and Wilmot, -

Mr. Higgins thinks a discrimination in favour of the northern canneries should be
made. )

(Sd) S W,

Clairman.

13. That the throwing of fish oftil or dead fish, saw-dust, mill rubbish, or any
deleterious substance into the rivers, or other waters frequented by fish is alike injurious
to these waters, and to the inhabitants residing along the same ; _a.nd thomfun&f the laws
relating to the prevention of offal and deleterious substances being thrown into such
waters should be enforced in the interests of the coimnmnunity at large.

Yeas.—Messrs. Armstrong and Wilmot. - - )

Nay.—Mr. Higgins, who suggest that offal should be thrown into the swift water
of the river to float out into the sea. . : i

(8d) 8w, e
Chairman.

14, That it would be expedient for the improvement of the fisheries in British
Columbia that additional fish hatcheries to the one now in existence shou!ﬂ be built in
well selected localities un the upper l)mnches' of the Fraser River—the evidence before
this Commnission being ;;nirgely given in this line.

animously agreed to. -
Unnpimotsly o (8d) S w,
Chairman.
429
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Yeas.— Messrs. Armstrong and Wilmot.
Mr. Higgins Jdefers an opinion, not having read the evidence.

(8d) S w,

Chavrinan.

16. That the halibut fisheries on the coast of British Columbin, now assuming great
importance from the successes which have attended the catches lately made and their
introduction into the markets of Boston and elsewhere on the Atlantic coast, demand
the husbanding care of the Government for the advancement of this new industry, which
bids fuir to give additianal wealth to the inhabitants of British Columbia,

Unanimously agreed to. )

- , , (8d) s w,

Chairman,

17. That the inclination on the part of the fishermen is to increase the killing
capacity of the drift net by giving it greater depth than Appears necessary for fairly
legitimate fishing, and as the depth as shown now varjes from 30 to 60 meshes ; and in -
order to place all fishermen upon the same footing in their fishing operations, and to
guard against too excessive destruction of the salmon—the drift net for sockeye should
be limited to a depth not exceeding 50 meshes.

Yeas.—Mogsrs, Armstrong and Wilmot.

My, Higgins defers his judyzment till evidence is read.

(5d.) S.w,
Chasriman,

18 That doubts haviag arisen with regard to the actual meaning of subsection 8,
of section &, chapter 95, of the Revised Statutes of Canada, it is desirable in the interests
of river fishing in British Colurabia, with reference to leaving portions of the river free
from fishing, that not more than one-third of the river shoulfbe left open.

Unanimously agreed to.

(8d) s w,

Chatrinan.

19. That the system now prevailing along the coast of killing vast numbers of dog-
fish expressely for the use of the livers of said fish for oil purposes only, should be djs-
continued, unless the bodies of these fish are utilized in the same manner.

Unanimously agreed to.

(8d.) s W,

Chairman.

(8d) s.w, -

Chairman.

. :
21. That a suggestion is made t6 the Departrgent for the advisability for further
protection of the fisheries, that a sufficient number of additional guardians should be
appointed to enforce the fishery laws. :
Unanimously agreed to. - .

. (8d) 8 w,

Chairman.
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22. That it is expedient in the interests of the Fraser River fisheries that the early
runs of the quinnat ang sockeye salmon shoul( be captured from which to obtain their
ova for artificial breeding in the hatcheries, ’

Unanimously agreedd to.

(8d) s w,
Chairman,

23, That the introduction of shad, oysters and lobsters into the waters of British
Columbia from the Atlantic coast is must desirable, and that the Department of Fish.
eries be requested to institute such means as will bring about this most desirable

Unanimously agreed to,
(8d) s w,
Chairman,

24. That whereas the natjve oysters is found in some localities along the British
Columbian coast, and as they are becoming rapidly decimated by the action of a few
fishermen and Indians regardless of consequences, it is desirable that the Fisheries De.
partment should take speedy action to brevent their extermination by establishing
proper close seasons and encouraging persons who may be desirous of entering into the
business of oyster culture,

Unanimously agreed to,

) (8d.) 8w,

Chairmnan,

The above sections, from 1 to 24, were duly tonsidered by this Commission, and

the records of their unanivious adoption, or otherwise, is agreed to by the Commissioners
by their signatures which are hereto attached, -

Witnessed by (5d.) SAML. WILM IT, Chairman,
(8d.) CHARLES F. WINTER, (8d.) W, J. ARMSTRONG,
' Secretury, (8d.) . W, HIGGINS,

New Westminster, B.C., 19t} March, 1802,
True copy of original document.
- ) CHARLES F, WINTER, )

Seerctary B, C. Fishery Conunisaion,

MINORITY REPORT.

The following minority report was subsequently submitted by Mr. Commissioner
lgglns —
To the Honourable Cianis H. Tuppen,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
Ottawa. ‘
SiR,~As a member of the fishery commission which lately sat and took evidence

‘in this province, I beg most respectfully to call your attention to the fact that on at

least two essential points I am at variance with my brother commissioners, My objec-

tions are noted at the foot of the respective paragraphs in the tinding of the commissjon,

Before proceeding to state these objections, 1 cannot. refrain from expressing regret
that much valuable information bearing on the offal question was shut out by a majority
vote of the commission, and consequently does not appear on the minutes of the pro-
ceedings. T felt the disappointment the more keenly for the reason that owing to official
duties requiring tuy presence in the capital T was unable to be present when some of the
evidence was taken. I have therefore been compelled to rely more partxcu!nrly upon
Iy own experience ind observations and the evidence of medical men which I was
fortunate enough to hear, to assistv‘mg in arriving at a conclu§10n as to the effects on
the public health of the deposit of offal in i{l;f rivers of the province.

. e e
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In my opinion the medical testimony does not support Mr. Wilmot's report of 1390,
nor does jt justify the tinding of a majority of the commission. s you will have an
opportunity of examining that evidence for yourself, I shall not refer to it at greater
length. o e o
¥ So far as my own observation went of the condition of things along the line of the
slough at Landet’s on the Fraser River, I am strongly of opinion that the several cases
of typhoid which occurred there last year are attributable to the drinking of the slough
water by the inhabitants, said water being poisoned by the drainage from closets,
kitchens and stables situated along the hanks. [ had a map prepared of the slough and
its surroundings. This map was laid before the commission at Vancouver, sworn to, and
handed to Mr. Winter for incorporation with the minutes, Upon referring to this map
you will observe that foriy-five establishments, including two hotels, discharge their
sewerage into this slough, It is worthy of rewmark that typhoid was most prevalent in
1891, and that during that season the Delta Company, which has its cannery at the
eouth of the slough, deposited no offal in the river, but sent it away to an oilery to be
converted into oil and manure, Only on one oceasion during the season of 1391 did
any offal reach the slough, and then by the accidental collapse of the cannery floor.
This was yuickly repaired, and no more went into the river from that cannery.

While the commission were at Lander’s, I procured a bottle of water from the slough.
The tide was out, and the specimen was an exceedingly tine one—for the purpose. In
cnlour it resembled strong paragori~.  After being closely corked for three or four days
it emizs a smell that is closely allied to decayed wood.  In fact, the water flows from
the peat marshes of the Fraser, and is rendered more injurious by the addition of sewer-
age from the forty-tive establishments referred to above. As to its taste I can give no
report, as I did not venture to taste it in that way, but Mr. Wilmot, who drank a small
portion. pronounced it excellent. I would not venture to say that Mr. Wilmot’s sub.
sequent sickness could be attributed to that draught of slough water, but is a remarkable
evincidence that, although in an excellent condition of lrealth up to that time, upon my
return to the river a week later I found him scarcely recovererl from a severe attack of
illness. :

I submitted my bottle of slough water for analysis by the Government Analyst at
Victoria, and his report will be found among the minutes in Mr. Winter's possession,

My conclusion is that the water, even in its natural state, is unfit for use, When
invaded by the sewerage mentioned, it becomes positively dangerous to life and should
not be drunk by man or beast.  For the condition of public health along the slough, I
think from the medicul and other testimony and from personal enquiries, that the throw-
ing of offal into the river is not responsuble, at least at Ladners in the year 1891, I
can well understand. however, that the deposit of offal in large quantities along theriver
banks is offensive to sight and smell, and cannot conduce to a good sanitary condition.
But myriads of the fish after spawning in the tributaries of the main river die. Their
bodies lie festering along the banks until they disappear by the gradual process of decay
or are carried along by a sudden rise of the river to find a resting plac: at some other
point.  The [ate Mr. Mowat estimated that only from 5 to 25 per cent of the salmon
that ascend the river to spawn return to the sea. Other authorities say that after a
salmon has spawned it has performed its mission and dies at once, .

T am aware that Mr. Wilinot, basing his opinion on-the characteristics of salmon
in eastern rivers, believes that the salmon here when not caught or destroyed by accident
or exhaustion, return to salt water. My own observatibn extending over a period of
nearly 34 years, leads me to the opinion that the habits of salmon of the Pacific coast
are not identical with those on the Atlantic side, in this respect at least, and that few
if any go hack to the sea. However, it is admitted elx all authorities-that - coumtless—-
numbers die in the upper streams and ‘it is not claim that the presence of so much
decaying matter in the water has an injurious effect on the health of the inhabitants.
Such heing the case amd having in view my experience with Ladners Slcugh water, I
could not arrive at the same conclusion as my brother commissioners as to the evil effects
of the deposit of offal in the river, although as a matter of precaution it should not be
" dumped near the shore but rather towed out in scows and depesited in the swift water

.

of the tiver, the tremendous current of which in the course of a few hours will sweep




The enquiry had not long proceedud before I becare impressed with the belief that
the rumber of licenses issued shoald not be restricted : that all British subjects who
apphgd should be granted licenses, and that no person not actually engaged in fishing,
canning, or freezing should be licensed. This course, if adopted, wiil put an end to the
traffic in licenses which has been carried on, and while the individual fishermen will be
amply protected, the canner will not be at his mercy..

0 not agree with the majority in prohibiting the use of the seings at the mouths
of all rivers, having been convinced by the evidence of experienced fishermen that on
some of the northern streams (notably the Mimpkish River and Low and Rivery’ Inlet)
fish cannot be taken in any otker way in sufficient numbers to make the business pro-

the use of the seine, But how is the catch of 1390 (the largest since fishing began on
that river) accounted for, the reine having been used there for some ten or twelve years.

I am not in accord with ray brother commissioners in their determination to fix all
licenses at an uniform rate of 820, believing that some consideration should be shown to
the northern canneries where no hatcheries have been established and where no expense
has been incurred by the government. On the Fraser River the government have made
8 large expenditure in Propagating salmon and in protecting the fisheries and until

similar stepe have been taken on the northern rivers it seems scarcely fair that the -

license fee should be the same, .
I submit that the present is not the time when vnerous regulations should be placed

pack is so keen that should your department impose regulations that would add to the
burthens of our tishermen, the result would be disastrous, At this moment I hess that
in consequence of the bad state of the salmon market an agreement has been couie to by
the canners to pack only one-half the usual number of cases during the coming season.
As some $2,500,000 are invested in the business on Fraser River alone, I leave ou to
imagine the effect so short a Pack will have on the trade of that part of the iace.
It is to be regretted when we consider the magnitude of the interests involved that
mission did not admit of a more extended and exhaustive investigntion, ' Tt woeld be a
still more regrettable circumstance if, as the outcome of the Ogmmon, regulations
should be imposed that would bamper the canners to an extent that would
drive the product from the English market, b Yo
.. I know that T need not Point vat to you the necessity of fos o this
tant industry, and that you are keenly alive to all that concerns” thé

the scope of the inquiry was so limited, and that the time at the disposal of the Com-

In conclusion, I must place on record my unqualified admiration at the grand resalts

Practically -

‘ that have attended the establishment of salmon hatcheries here, and cannot help expres. - ... -
i that

—of- that important branch will be extended in every
poesible way, o that every stream in the province shall enjoy the benefits that.would
certainly flow from the adoption of this most enlightened policy.
= T have the honour to be, sir, yours obediently,

(Sd) D. W. HIGGINS.

> Victoria, B.C, 29th March, 1892,
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