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MR. SAMUEL WILMOT AND MR. EDWARD HARRIS ,

Siti,-Your Conitnissionei-a, duly appointed to examine into the pat-ticulnrs con-

. . . . ._ .------ . .
Tô tTïc ~Iniïbïirnlil© CïA'sï 'H:''l'ÜPl'ïit ;

11liuister of Mar ine and r,i slior i cy,
Ottawa .

Fishery Commissioners

Appointed by the Dominion Government to inquire into and ,report upon the description
of nets used, the spaw n ing periods of fish, and other matters connected with the
.Fïsheries in the various lakes and other waters in the province of Ontario .

neetod with the wo eking of the fisheries of the province of Ontario, beg to submit
their first report, which will cover the more important fishories in Lnkes rrio,
Huron, Simcoe and the Georginn Bay.

The work - of the Coinfnisaion,# nftb r'-- tnliing a largo amount of evidence froui- -
fish©imoti ; fiRli=dôiil© i-s and otliers; a ll ongaged-nioroor less in the fishing i ndustrie s
of the country-,-necessnrily closed thoir wo ►-lr tetnporarily, in Doeotnbot- last, with the .
view, howovor, of entering into tho invostigations again during the sorwon of 1893 in
order to-obtain information ,in relation to tli© ffsh©r.ics eoiïnocted with tliô othe r

presant-condition -of-th e-fish4rios-iirsoveral-of the great-lnkos-in-Ont .ai~io .-

With two or three exeoptions all th e ovid©nce submi.tted was tuken undot"onth .
Factcj in sufficient nurobor woi-e obtnine tco-onâbio-an opiiion tô-liô -fqfmëd-df Alio--

gret►t lakes and wators of OntnHô.

Dxp©riencéd Mormon and others hitving a special knowlodgo .of the subjects
»pon whinh they gave evidencc► , were called as witnesses. They proved to be itz-
telligont and well adquainted with thoir calling . A full report of the ev i`a.enee as__ . . . ..-- - -, ---- --- --
taken by the enographe=i~a ~8 a~~naxod , and it synopsis of that onldéhëë ~aé bsen
prep arod for convenient referonce:

1.-INTER-STATE I+'1 SHERY CONVENTION .

-By per.mission . Your Commissioners ; attended the International - Fisheries Con-
ference held at Detroit in the- latter purt of December, 1892 . . The opinion of repre-
sentative Americans, practical and experionced 'in the flsheries, are submitted, con .
donsed from 06 report of the proceeditiga of the conference, comprieing . six states
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of the Union ~vhiell front upon our great l~tkes, etlali claiming water frontage and

fisheries.
The resolution approving-a close season cluring the month of November fo r

whitefish, sainion•trouCztnd horring was adoptod, unanimously by the various .state
. . . . . . . . . .

comn~issionc+rH at this conforenôe.

A strong opinion was, expressed that the licensing systom ot'Cnnttda'should be

iiclcip~dit~hn variuK ~tTt~ tiRlc6rïo~: --- -

Othei• roècilùtions of an iniportant character, tond}ng to preserve the f3ehorie6 ;

woru agreed to, all of whieh will be found in the condonevd raport of the proceedings .

action at the presont tiine, "

1 onforonco nppeared to meot wtth a rnoro unani•---- No sontimont . ox irOtiyC(1 11t t110 C.~ - -

111nus approva) than, "`l'hnt the fisherios were hold by the States and Canada in trust

for the people to see that they and thoirdoseonclante had for all time to come a supply

rf fish ; that the country is not to be deprived of this fish food, from improviden t

These states will ask for legislation to confirm the recommendations of the con-
fe.ronee, In Canada an order in council is efi'eetivo . The adoption of the " rocom-
mendations" in Canada would be the best evidoneo of approval of' the work of th e
tcinféreiice ,

It was recognized that Canada, had been in the advance in ondenvouring to
presorvo the tisheri©s-of tltegrent lnl.es.

In diflieult cases, no argument is more effective than examples, the impression
is more quick and penetrating than that of- words ; the possibility and advantages
of porforni~~nco are made clear . The oxamplo of Canada in the past, in adopting
close seasons and wiso regulations, has not been without good effect in the United
Stateta : - The future of the fisheries of the gt•oat lnkes --will always be ?  largely
influoncecl by the adoption of any well considered regulations by the Canadian

' -Government .

- 2ï_--t,1 S1I IN UN1VERSAli --DP MAND,----

l3eforo commenting upon the evidence the importance to the people of mtin-
tiininf tl4Gshot ios cannot be* botter oxp ressoil than in !tia wordgof "tho omin©nt

For a large and increasing class of the community who are emphatically

the dztily table of it few, ought, I think to be more generally recognized a s

------ - ------- _-__---
phyr+fcian, Sir Henry- Thompson, His lootur o , given ciuring the 41 International
Fisheries Exhibition,- London, 1$$3," will ib4 found "in thô fieherioiè-exlübitiôii
literature "Conforoneo, "

brain workers fish furnishes an iipproptiate . food . When we rofloot that th e
-tondôtwy: of âivilizatiôn linro :ttïd-6180whôrô -1- 1e aloWlÿ but èïiroy tô dôvôlopménta l
netivity unc! to di_eponso__with_Inborious_hat,dioi-nft-.requiring-a-strong: mo:it-diet,=

. this fish food whieli has hithorto for the most pnrt boon an agreonblo npp©ndag© to

poculinrly adttipted to the wnnts of it very largo, inftuontial . and increasing part of ,
our population ,

"For tho :;edontnry man, whntevor his calling may be in life, whose engagementh .
permit him only to tnke just whht moderato amount of musaular exercise which is

An all eircumetnnoes eesential to honlth ; for a great proportion of wometi whose
habits mostly are not and often cannot be activo, tho nutritive elements afforded by
fish admirably supply nn important part of the wants of the body, The moderate. ,

vi
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Ontario Fishery Crommission .
:

amountof flesh-for>.+iing material presentin flph and in a form whioh entails little
laboür~ôn the di~},stive organs-for most persons cor'taïnly lois than mot---ancl,the
façsility, witli whlah fish may be associated with othei~ elements, place it in the front

rank of f~ood~ in,';tlïttti=mixéd diétâry-~vhiâij-is-suttabie--tt~ thosrswho-leticl-more or_lése---
the kind' of life, referred to, "

. _ . . . ,. _
That the, danger line of destruction of the flsherios of the &eat lak©sAs being

approached with léseer aroas is not generally known to the public. Lake

--nftôr-lako-becomés dopleted-oE-its-beet-8sbi-=bnt-àailway-k;xt©iasion-opens-tho-otheL-.__

inland-wators,"limited in number and easily exhausted . The supply of flsh ie for

the prusent Only bavoly maintained, but at inoreased cost to the consumer. Whether-

the_lakos nnsl avat<~ .s~aLxea~ ._da lefiA oan ev3r be i ô plôiy`iahed romaing to be pro vod_
the progoss of destruction and the methods to accomplish it are olear . Shoiild the
present very exhaustive motboda not be prohibited in all ' matters, all the better .

qualities of fi sh must soon beeomo only a present luxury for the rich, and -are long .

be exterminated .
Hateheri©s car nseist naturo" in replenishing depleted waters, but all avti6eiitl

efforts will be futiiu tivhoro waste, excessive fishing, and a deflanao of all ntltw-0'8 laws

have a foothold .

--- --------- -
-3,---THP DEPLETION OF THE LAKE AND OTHER FISHERIES .

_ _ -__
.- ~

In ul eaiu tho following synopsis of the evidence given it ~ ilY be obso .rvod .,
:~ g . _ . ._ . . ._. . . . . . . .

that the whitofish boing the favourite _ fish with tlïe-'jiüblie ; nnih thô -fiëh irioât-àiislly`

cztught by the flshormen, woro the fïrPt-to be- .oxhnustod. Mr. McDonald, who re-

presented the Buffàlo wholosalô ,fish dealers at the Tletroit eonferenue, said :'` I

think the wliitofish are all out of Lake Eric, it is the hori-ing we are all after now .' '

Tlïô"ovidonce given in relation to-Lnko Hui-on and -thô . Georgian Bay . .-shows-a

rapid advnnc^ to a similar condition in those waters. In Lake Huron the whitoQsh

are admitted to- be "protty well oaùght out," and at the lower end of the lako both

whitoûsh and_trout are at the point of extinction . Whoro an inereaee in the catch

of salmon-trout is shown it is oxplained by the mesh bôing reduaed from 6~ir ,-ebo~

to dj, ana in many cases muoh lesq .to catch the bmall©r and immature fish, as well

as by improved fishing gear, more capital and * greater efforts put forth by inuroased
~niimbora ôf~l~l~ormôn,--Twontflfeara ng"it-i"aidin-ovidvncv-thata-emall-aohooner--

--would-havb-been-required-,-rathor,than a small fishing boati, to,anrryoff afir+4©rman'e

catch-from Squaw Island at the head of the Georgian Bay .

The large salmon-trout (largo blaaktrout so•oallcd), which como " from the deep

watol~ of the Georg inn Bay to the shores about the 15th to 20th Ootobbr to spawn,

two followwecÿ tiehormon-hândling ovol ;ûD miteé in lon-gtih of g111=7wta : itiapos-

sible,-undex-tho-prosont-plan of-fishing--tho-Georgian-Ba-y_anrLcontiguo .us-W&tet-o,-t° -._ .- .-

oxtorminate those fish in a senson . 'l'he slmwning grounds are in aircumsaribed

spaco on bars, rc-.fé and shallows, and there the flshermen oongregaw in the autumn

monthe : This itnn►onso-longth of twine can be laid, maklug a wa11 of nets, so as not
only to catch, but to prev©nt the fish which esôapfrom renching their spawning .

.e
grounds to r©p The fieh being thug driven from one part of theruce their spooiee ,

lake .and :baY to another, a correct conclusion as to the condition of thè ;fisheriee in

Lake Huron and the Georgian Bay can only be arrived at by 'taking those waters as a
rli_
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whole and not by tho'roturns of a ëensôn's tisl>iitilg from any particulat . locality.
Thc pill-net fi ormon of the Goorginn Bay and Lrlke , Huro» will in u few years be
forced into otho coupations. This has nlready : hapl>'o~led__to th~_~ame :iïlduetry in_ _
Lake Ontririo, Lake Brie, Lake Sinncoe, and the Detroit River a nd other waters .
The . process of exhaustion is entirely einlilar . It can only bé aheokéd by prevent-
ing the destruction of the young and immature fish, by having larger moshes in the
nets and thô strict enforcement of propor close seasons .

I~ish are described by nnturnlists as being of two classés, local and migratory .
Both 'mrry be quickly exhausted by improper fishing and overfishing ;,cvith regard to
the species which l©ad a more or loss migratory existence, there cannot be the least _

pritrciplo of more f3sh boinM cnuglit than roproducod would load to oxhaustion like,
wise, it has been denlonst,.-nted that some of the Atlantic fish cotning into the
11fod iterl'nneiln to spawn, ar d caught before and after spnwning, h' ive become oxtihot,
atlthou ;;h at one tirno so I ,1 umerouK as to interfere with navigation at the spawning
soaN011 .

doubt, and whero man has complote control over the nreuocëupied liy éit~h, thë~i~rrië

tnntl. ~. . _

zlbnornlltl nleuna, tholr natural enomies and parasites are usually suflieient to I eonl-_i

11'hon any species of fish get milch below nature's balance in the waters by such

in 400, ïi00 rln(i G00 feet of water With as great snfoty and less loss of nots than
when used naaror the shores and shallows . It is in the deep water in the Hummor
nlonths that the immature tish or . Rumnler trout nie now largely destroyed by the
use of Kluztilo :' nlesli nets) which have been reduced frcm the fornlor 15-inch extension
size to -1N and 4 inches, and less ,

Thele „fis h c an 1)e fOIlowCd to AllllOst every point in the lrtkeK and with this lrre-
ûlilr ti8 l~iil r and

:~ ~
g ~ 1 overfi,4hing their extermination is only .1 111tttter of tinle .

In the great lakes fishing ly carried on with gill=nets in almost any dopth, ovon

Ir.'-'i: ~uvir ut:ar 1 w L lVtt N Y1[AOU6 1,11 0 .t11Q 01 111i111 ,

The doubtful expressions of seve ► 'Rl witnesses relating to whitot3sh :'.'All loft at
0 1 11 eC, " tt T lley jusl tlisilLl)eal'e(i, '~ (iolle s011101Vil0iCe_OlH(', " tc ►

r11Qy -haK4 alnlgl'itt(1d,"
may also be made to apply to snlnlon•trout . .

108e 1F `1 CI't3 `

flsllertca_of_Laka_Ontaï, lo_cicat-ro3 ed=-and--tllon-nloved--to tlle-C~eorgirln Bay to-fislltl • t

The diminution of' any sllecies of fsh clin usua11 y bo traced to the action of

____ -_ ----- --- . -__ - ---- --_- . . _ .------ ---- --- --___ ~_- --
~S' 11, Chur ch lt _ fishormnn . for 40. - , ,ye ;u s, 28 yoara on Lake Ontario, and 1 2

yelir, in Georgian Bay, sflys " more salmon-trout are caught as the whito fieb dropo ff --th:it is the fish they go for now, " i8 - pn•ognrtnt with wrtrning---ho hnd see•1 tho

t 1-sa mon-tlout-fishorles-tn Lake-Ontario; Lnko Rrio; Lnk6`-Simeoo, ünd
whitefish in the Detroit River, and the causes for it are too apparont .in the ovid©nce
published, to require comment her©, :.

g g v c onco,
that fish are not at all as numerous as they were, but there are more nets andmorc~ fi_eltQi'tnon~,.u-_wake-theln ilppoar-so .'-'--'.Pho--nlmost-compl©te destruâtion-of-the -wllitofieh r t l 1° ,

_licasrs . C~>nl~ingbnm and orimpbcll_ are to the point in ivin hoir © i t
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BT.UE PIdKEREL AND yUBA0I4U$ V I8H Is.

water in that shallow lake, and tlae weody nature ot' many of the bays and shores ,
ict-Lake Erie, -may---be-attributed-to -exception al oausos, by .tho

The phenomenal iuâreaee, as' shown by: the aRtah,-ôf voraaious and conrao fish

Department of Fishories i n 1892, show that not one saliYt,on-t rout was caught, while
during the last ton years, th e piokerel catâli , mainly blue pickerel, in o reased,477_p©r
cent, pik©,413 per oont, andôtlsér coarae -fl4Iï; 223 per cent:- T"woive . fôï~s~ôf iSlûc~
piokorel havô been lifted in one (lay in four pouua•n©ts . (See Emery's, Port I3u rwoll ;

This lake at one time abounded in whitefish n nd. ealmon-trout,-- -Tho returns of th e

evidence .)
.~ . . . ._.

_ The brook piokerels~('Lsnx An~ôi~icânüs~üiïd 'I~aox ïtnïl)*rosit-q)--ar6, well known .

dle ttnd itt tl ►e eaat oncl of` the-1nke . .-lt ïe-there-the-l~iue_I ;ielcerol_ut~e--_to_be_found ._-
They go i n shoals and feed upon the fry of the more m:► rketnble fish . Fifty a nd.
©ven sixty small fish have been taken froiii the Htoinach ôf' one' blue 'pioker0 l . This
fish is little known,wst Of Point Polco, is not known in Lake-Ontario, nor ia this
spocioe as .-clôvoloped in Lake E rie known in any of the western lake :j. At the
Detroit International Fisheries Conforc+i c;o an opinion was expressed that the picli-
erel was a fish which should be 11 clenncd out -of Lake I;rio," The pike . and. the
coarser fish which have also so largely increased in Lake Erie are vpracious and

-east of the Alleghttnies--the latter in the Mississippi basin . Neither reaches the
length of' much over a foot, and from their voracïty they are unde`Kiraule inmates of
streums and lakes; The average weight .of the blue pickorel of L ake -Erie is one
pound, and it may be a development of' one or other of the abovo•nnmod pickerels .
The fry ot' the young whitefish from the spawning groundsat the wost end of Lake
Erie an4 Detroit River are carried by the currents to the deeper waters in the mid-

Th©se two small piekorel are' very abundant-the foi-uiër in the coastwiso streams ,

_
othot~_fis11_wh9n, .~snugl~t, This cet_ inhaoitsLstke Ontario in vast numbers . At l{otnp-- -
eitfeldt Bay on Lake Simcoo,--tho dog-fish have so increased in nunibere that a Barrie
fisherman has applied for a dog-figh lieonae--the flèh is almost worthless, yet they
are saleable in some American cities ~vhere penury com polb thoir use as food . In
Lake Simcoo whitefish and ealmôn-ti_oût aro ~ô ~ié~rty oxtiiic~th~tcompiô~e suAp©ii-

lamproy ©ol, from their marks Ijbing found upon the bodies of the whitefish an d
In Lake Huron and - tlie - GGoorginn Bay there N évidence of the ravages of tho

--destructivo to-all other-kinde of littlo'iisb,-- :

-- sion-of--net-fishing-is-advocated-in-that- locality: -----------

Tiie dog-fish is citieeod as one of the most voraeiouK and worthless fieh in our :
. wators-fishermen call them lawyers .

---Nnturo'e -batanco--h avi ng-been-d istu i-bed-by_the_grofld_of_Inan_in_the -variosLs_
lakes will account in a gi'eat measure for tlt©so unpleaeant nhenomena .

October "if all did it," The few that_wero~ adverse to the November close seiuson ,

owing -to tho l4as of nets during November it would be better in the end, and
more profitable to the fishermen to take ttp their nets and stop fishing at the end of

- :, . :Almost-.without exception, the .Rahernien : exami.neci expreseed ,th© opinion that

, - ~ - -=--- ix ~
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for all the au.tuntn" spawning fishes, based- th©ir_•untenable objeâtions upon the
freodorn in fishing pot1mitted on the American side of the lakeg and in their rivers.

~-Th©-_curls~~ottlttr~ ttnon t he shorés_of otu• i nland waters had Ùelther the bouta
nor the fishing, gear suitable for fishing in deeper tivaters :---hiany fish were -then
caught in the rivers, crooks, nnd ._bays prfri(;ipnllyduring thoir spRwn{ng peasonsx
in the ahring montlts ; -and in the autumn, whitefish and trout were taken orYlthe
bm and reefs, bays, their~-regitlar-spawning pinces in the lakes . Salmon were
.iiï~~iiriïiblÿklllé~l-ii~ -tliô :rnzl~reekg--wnich-tkey-entered-ouly-for--bi'eeding--
purposes ,

Freezing estztbli5hments were not known then, Ice, was not stored to, a,nablë
fi~l, to Le handled in the summer months ; salting, brtriêlling and

,
8shing in the

sp;i%rning 6e: ►son became the custoiü of the _coitntry, Fish*-were--thcn--ta .ken-in-the--------- .
-moro cireltmcribecl , places where they were more easily caught . In the spring
months, the spativning rivers were fished from end to end with s4inee; dip•n©ts,
rod anti line and spears ; the destruction was carried on constantly by day.aitd night .

The rive r,3 and streams served as breeding places. The pareiit fish that escaped
dtvstruetion, having performed the office of spawning there, réturned largely to.the
lakes-the young remained i n the ytreztins until sufficiently grown, when they were

- cat•rierd-do«•n-by-tl ie-fr" hote-to-the-lfikes where;in-their-turn; - theÿ-beoame-mature-- .
and their instinct directed them to return again to the same waters to reproduc e
their Fpécies .

. These grorlt natural sources for keeping up the supply of fish in our inland
waters have been largely deatroyed . The fouling of rivers and ereeks by drainage,
sawdust and other refuse of mills and manufnctories, obstructions in the shape of
dam s, the 'shnllowing of waters consequent upon the removal of forests and cultiva-
tion of the soil, has unfitted many rivers and streams; for the propagation of fiah.

At the present tiine the great lakes must be depended upon almost wholly to
keep tlp it supply of fish food for the people, The ,spawning groùndq in the lakes
must now be amply protectod, as well as all other waters found suitàble for th e
propal;atiom-of--fish ;--- . Gommercial-or--net-fishing-of-any-kind--should---nover--have------
been permitted in such waters as the Detrôit' and other like rivors and ptreame
which were resorted to by fish solely to perform the 'Office of spawning.

-5. _---I1LS2`ItUCTIU;LOF_-i'QUNG-_ANU_.I,MMATURE-FISH- -AND WASTiJI~`_UL- ------__

nets duriüg storms, or decny in the wuter by fiishing , a greater length of net--than

FISHI,NG:
1`'here the destruction of the fishory is so tiearly complete as in Lake Ontari o

thcre is no_ difl3oulty i n_obtaining cie ttlils of waeteful fishin g__pnd .the destruction -of -
ÿotûib gnd immature fish

. In th© Georgian Baÿntd Lake Iiurou the deetruction of salmon-trout and .white-
fish is now full on, the end is rapidly approRehing,', Small and immature fish aresh-ip-
ped paeked in iee to the city dealers and tothe United Stateu ; those not fre8h enough
are flnlted Or convoi te~ into otl, 1'hofish that are earried away ~nd ~p~ileci in gi11. . . ,, .- ._-. .v . . . . : . . .. . . . . ., . . . .. : . . ..- . . . . . . . . . . . _ .

can be properly handled,'is described'by witnesses as covering "tone weigàt" and
"sufficiont to foitl the waters,"



A

0

-4~n~i~Fishe~Ty ~ornr~~ssion:-
11

Conaui~rent with the depletion of the tiéheries the struggle . of the fiebermen to :
live begins, greatei~ length of nets are used than allowed by law, and the nets are
not lifted sofrequsntly, When lifted, some of thé,fleh will be fresh, otherls unfit for

--use=as-freehfieh oye-salted,, otbere-sttll-worse-are-ueed-for_oil .-__The-lesa ekperienced .___ : -"_
fishermen become ombarrassed, and merchants, eupply houeee, and eapitalistu fro

m "time to time- by•giving-aredit and-sidvances-4--money- bec;om, intorested ..in--thie .con= . ._ . .
tinuance of waste and destruction, as well as illegitimate fiehing . There ie evidence
th at there aremerchants who Will 't efar,t any nnan fishing." -Aix experienced Huron
fisherman :says he nover heard of a gill•net being re iise to auy7 lipliea-nt; -At 1t lië-
present-time-there-nr4-about_1 ;345_tniles_of_gill-netg_licens4d_for ~i~e :_Huron,_ Getrig-
inn Bay arid :MRnito,ulin waters, five times the combined issue for the, whole of the
rest of Ontario=but e ;~en this estimate ii±far below; the real length of nets' proved
in ë~ ïdënc© to be in use in theKe . waters, for it is known that, where a liconso is
iesued for 6,000 yards of gill•net, 16,000- and upwards all actually used ; and with a

°-liconHe for 24,000 yards, for a tug ; it is run up th 40,000 yards and OV'011 ,

Any restrictive eyetem and one which would out at the root of inveterat4 abuses,
sanationcd by constant practice and of old date ; however- well. coneidered, will invari-
ably mc3t, with an opposition difficult if not impossible to ëontrol .

ofMr. Davis of Hamilton, Messre . Port,_.Uoyle and Bray of
Toronto, large fish-dealers of high peisonal character as well as the best reputation
as merchants, is not only the best evidence, from the nature of tiïeit- busineae, but ic
ie clear and conclusive of the present waste and destruction of young' and immature
fieh in Lake Huron ahd the Geort ;ian Bay and other-wnters .

8,-AMh;RICdNS F.[SHING IN CANADIAN WATERS.

That the .AmericHn fiehermon trespa ss in out, waters is clear from the evidence.
This irregular and illegal fishing is chiefly carried on in Lake Brie, and the lower

_end_of_ Lake_Iiuron . It iethe cause of much discontent and irritation among Cana-_ --- - , ----- - ---- _ - --- -- ---_ . _ _-- --- __-------- - -------- - ---
dian fishermen .

Fish in coneiderable quantities are also purchased direct from Canadian pound
--and-giIl-nete-fighermen;and-taken-in-tus-ciiiéct_to-American_pQite-Rith_oltt _lKn_ding__

or report' 'in Chnkdn .

Thwduty of I of a cent per lb .: intended-to be levted on Canadian fish entering
the United States is eadily and generall .y r avoided the fieh being invoiced by the
consignors as fish caught with American nots, and a large percentage of- the f<<8sh-
~- v~~fi~h càûgG~in Canndi~ô watet~aro-thns-invoieed : -Should-any-cotisie' ~E~âble--- -

-' poi~tian-ba-r>luesit3nci_aa American~eh,~th~mexi~n ~_t :ttistica publïshed as to- the
returns of thuir fisheries are quite mielcading ; quantities of Canadian caught fish
are actually included in these returns .

xi
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7.-SYNOPSIS O F THE PROCEEDINGS 010 THE INTEIZNATrdNA L
1+'1SIIEItTES HELD AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN,

DECF;JiBEIt 20TTr AND 21 8T, 1892 .

Hershell 10iittakèr, Detroit I+'ish Conlnli69ioti , and 'chilit•runn of the conferenoe,
said :

" I n0surQ you, bentlonlen, that if we go on for just about fivo or tell years Ziloro
in this way ytou can (ieonso your grounds for growing colery or fresh water oystot~A,
but you cnnnot license t h om foi• whitefiE,h . The fioh-will be gone . * Th©re will be

all . The destruction of the snlitll fish is the thing, if it is possible we should ov©r-

nothing to lense, The stnte will have no fishing grounds that there will be any
lnonet' in. Thero will li© no temptation for a man to rent fishing ground R. hero at

como that, . . .Our._leSislati vo .-_ 4odies, ought not to be apart from each other in the
mritter of regulntions, we ought to bo united . "

L. W. Gould, Commissioner Sen and Shore, I+'isheries of M ine_:-
1Vhen nntul'e CstllblisltCB it EcaKan during-wllich-one- 'speciea_ought-to be . full

y pwoteoted (while apa wnint;), another of somewhat diff©rent haluitS IS in its prime
condition, thus wisely ordaining such a condition of :tfihirs its will keop up throtioh-
out the ontiro year the fiHlt fiïod suppiy of the people, and_itow th©-¢thtnking portion
of tho people are slowly itwakening to the fact that the danger lino of extinction has °
bcen paHsed itl sotne iitstilnces and boing rapidly approached in neai•ly all `otliors,
'ro_tiloso who have made it ~stud ~ of fish 1i tio. a nd its unde~ -lying çonditiattR theilnswer in l y sslleandc\ ëoûiiï~;i~ p li► in oltï~ iïi ©xjiliiit~i,~b til~~groatdopletian
of oui dsborie~--simply exhaustive tiKhing and at improper sonsons, bion fi piloar incon~unetion «~:th the logihllitures and sending their most sunaivQ mémberK, giving a
giowing account of the immense industry they rQllresent, the large number of men
they emplo3• and the large amount of genorail good that is thb result of their opera-
iinns, and while arranging thenlsolves to all appearance an the side of intelligent
restriction, oppose Strenuousl y ► any restrictive mQasu M that would be eftective .

''he more intellif ;Qnt fsilormon promptly range themselves on the side of I~ro-
tection and preàervittion, foi•eseeing that wit,hout some means being omJlloyed to
prevent this wanton destruction the business will not survivo itsôlf ,"a.'he Commission of Sen and Shore Pisheries of' Maine emphutienlly advocates
protection For all eclible fish during their sensons for shttw ;ling. '

Dr. Robert Ormsby Sweeny, hen,, Duluth, President Minnesota Game and Fish
Comnii :?sion :---

"I know from the experienco of the protection given by the Cnnndian sauthori-ties to whitefish on Lake Superior, that it - is rno :4t bonoficent. The difference__botzvQen_.our_tiehin -o ii tho-nortlLBhor4_Qf_Lalte Superior in opr waters and tli©irsis most marked . N When you L;ot within 115 or 30 miles of the Crinadian lino tli© f#sli-

they go on as tho hitivo been the Sshinb will be oxtormiti :lted . In regard to our

-- in ;; is tïlirly-good; nnc#-«=lietl-you-crose-it-itria-Qxeellent- com pared towhrttitie olrotirsido ''ho {;rentQx bulk of the white6Hh are obtained from Port Arthur now on th eCanmlii Siiit', , and the tishermon of Lake quperior on the American side are .-so wellsnti•fied that it is the right thing to do that they h~lvo expt eHsed to mthair willing-nesv, without any $olicitution on ou"~iirt, that we should join with the Canadians -in-iivifi-g-thQ:silmo closo sanon: It tt3 thôir ôp i►ioû tliiit it close season for white -11
Nil from November 1A to Decembor 1et_ .will_bfl__thQ_-~alvation- . .of--the-_.fisliiiig .__ .~f

fisherios in Lake Lpolior I think our legislature will,pass such a law ."
.Koyt Post, Detroit Mic,Vigan, ~ish Ctntnisei ai~ :--, ~

00._ . , ~ .! , .' _ •
~ Z}1BlQ 1H no (lptllit°in iny ntlnd itol)1 `the-Qxpf~t iencQ I ha~~o bud %v t

,
th~ o 6ëftér--class of flshertnotY and those whose t3upport would be more valuabl© that they- are

going to*eeQ this matter somewhat in the lightwe look at it and they apprecin é the
llecessity for something being done in the way of preventiôn of destructive Sshing .". .xi i

3



Untar_io~FisheLy: . .Corsmisi3iôn.-

__. Win. .U'. Bowman, New York, E'ithnmiseionor :-

"It seems to me, after disçuesing this mf,ttor'properl,y, we cati reâch a comp~~c~-
mige that would be satiefactory and juet to nii concArned,-and we could pass lawg in
these different states that would be unifâhn,anc! that thèreafier you will certainly
have a much better Rupply of fish than hev etofore, "

A. Booth,-Preeidontof the A,-Booth-'t?acking=-Co, ,~-_ .-

" I ehoula very much like to sec a more cordial feeli ng existing between our
countr y and Canada in referencoto a uniformity of fieh _ laws, and trust that from
your deliberations much good many r, ;,sult ."

John H. Bissell, fôrmei~ly Michigan Fi~lï CômnïisKiôn©r .---

« I should like to go over the subject of the i -egulations of the ' fiaheriee by way
of liceneing, I became sa tiefied-from .my-.oxamination of the subject that that is
o»e of the things that ought to be kept in view all the time. The timo has got to
,corne when the industry of fiëhing will be lieenaed ."

0. -V. Osborn, Dayton, Oh.io, Fish Commieeioner :-

"We will have tocome to this upon our lak©e, tho,loAging of the behingt;rounds,
for only upon leased grounds do we reuCh that enforcem©nt of observance of law-
which will make the Se.hinl; perpetual . We have the decision in Ohio of some of
oui• bcst lritvyere, showing that This is constitutional and that it is in the power of----- __ ----------
the state to lo~iec the fiphing groû ( g.'~_

._ ._ . . .___________ ._ .__---___

-----__ _____ -----_ _ _
nneapo l

_---- .--W. F. Anclretvs, 1liire, Minii;;.`

" It has been the idea of the Minnesota Commission that the time is not far
distant whon we will have to do as our Canadian friendy do and lease the grounds."

A. G .1KcDonald, Dotroit, manager of the Buffalo riph Co . :--- '

" We have made v,p our m inds that there ehouid be a cloëe Aeueon for horringe ."
- , .

C. M. ;feys, ropt - oeenting the Sandusky wholesale and retail deh-deitlers :-

!' I am fiv mly of the opinion ' tha t gill•net fishing as practised now onall the
laketï is it g =:ent destructive f6 rco i n fiehing. In the Georgian Bay, whot ) they take
u p t'noAe note the fieh are absolutely putrid, dropping from the nets almost as they
lift thom up. But a small portion of the fish taken are fit for the market, and
consumed . The 1Si11-nete are usually out three or four nights ; and the fish that run
in first tire moecly deanyed ._ :__` _

My opinioi.~ is that gill-nets are the greatest engine of destruction thât w6_hav©
on the groat atrain or lnkes . The 8eb-uro-pi,aôticnlly given-no-roat-from--the--begin-_
ning of the'Renrson to the end . . They do not claim • that the tieh are fit for . the
market, but theydo go to the market . The Boards of Health of the various states

. have investignted the; matter, and with one accord thoy` have said that fleb thug ~
taken are nbr3olutel~ unwholesome as food. 'rtiere is not a man who is practically
engaged in t,he_UuérnesK ut __fiat wiIi sa hero ién'tT~ns~ah~u, t-of-terr taken-in-- ---
.gilnete-thathe-would-©at,-oepeciall~-in_:fflim~QrL_ I do not ox peat it.will ev©r. be
possible 'to got? laws passed which will prevent gill-netting, but if you cou-- Icl gdt ~--
lawe pK'st limiting that, it would go a long ways . towards the protection of fieh ,

--'~ I-will make this proposition now : That with- all-the protection the Canadian
lawa affud; ff,llnettin-g-ie-permittcd in-G©orgian--Ba3~; in-!essthan-tivo-ycare-flgh-----
will be eearcei~ there th-ati-they-aro in Lake FiriA ."

. aüf
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8,--10',SUI,'t' OF I)r.LCBMRATIUNS AT T HEA DETROIT CO SLPHRHNCIP' . .

Your committoo to whom was reforrod the quostion"%Yttothor or not ther e

_ _The-spoeial eununittee-stt bill itted- .t-he .following.to-the-Fishuri4s_Goafo rett.ou ._ . .-

D>•;TtzotT, December 21yt, 1892 ,

shoul~l-l►e u close soaeo ►i for whitefish, lako or ealmon-troat, and l~orring,'" also wha t
i ueanK Khould be taken for their protoctiott, woulil ro nort :

1st, All small fish and those unHt for food of all kinds when taken in nets

should be replaced in the water when'taken alive, and that fishermen should not be
allowed to take such tilt on shore, nor expose theni for sale ,

2nd, That no string of pound-nots used in the lakes tsltall extend more than
four mileK front the. dhore .

3rd, That one-half of all channels between islands or © lsewhere where fish
mi~;rato to spawn, shall be kept free from nets of all kinds at all seasons,

4th, That all whitefish taken of losR than sixteen inotres In lenath and all salmott •
trout leA,4 than two, pounds in-woight, shall be immediately returned to the waters ,
where taken, and shall not be exposed for silo, That ttll horring losp than eight
inches in longrth; and all wall-eyod pike, l)iokorel .or dortS le-;s than twolvo inches i n
length, shall be returned to the w:iterH whoro tnken, and shall not be exposed fo r
sttle .

6th . That the month of Novembor in each year be made a close. - season in al l
the ~reat lakes for wliit©fi6li ; hôrriiï~;,-iind ënin>tôti or tnké tcûut .-- -- -- .

~'our committee would furth er recommend that till penalties fixed for violation s
of any laws that shall-be-unacted-shall be-mado-to npply-not ot~ly to thoye-who-take----
fish, but also to all porson§ who bu3 ► , soll, transport, or have tho sumo in possession ,

9.--SPECILLFD TItUUT, -

Speolded trout, brood in Canada, its a rule, in September and October, A clos e
season from 15th September until lst Apt-il is proper for Canada . In the older
sottloutonts of the province of Ontario this fish is pracctically oxtinet, except wltore
artifically ropwoduced, and its reproduction lins now becon)o a niattor of' private e-an d
commercial enterprise ,

`lô b-csuntversaliÿ~i iuhTT, fid ~~ t~lid~f3dli 1Tô"rv~t wu sh~u ~i-t~ë baHOd ôn
food cotlsidorations, and not on those of sport .

In some of the provinces zind etates legislation has been influenced to preeerv e
gatno for sportsmen and their friends, and not for that numerous class who desire to
purahasô it for food, _

Speckled troiit (and in this conneôtion black bass may be included), are olitimn d
as-a luxury fôr the sportsmen the eatno as game, but they, like all edible fish, are i n
univorsal-démtind, and among all classes .

All ilsli< should be . pi-eservud and regultitions mado with a view to bring thetn .
within roaoh of every consumer ,

Speckled trout bhould only be..caught by angling with rod and lite .

10 .-BLACK BASS

Spawn in May and June,
fTL_ , , :• ,
, .uu uva i, ►ur, uuu t i,a miu manner in w[lton -tneso'tlsh proteot the l

well known. -
X1 v



Ontario Fkli©ry Conuii i&4 ion .

I+'rom the end of AulruHt ut ► til April black base are in gooil condition fidr food,
and are in demand, being a fiivourito table fish with oottsumerd . They bring ut the
prohex soaaon- this.hig1fo8t hïiëë of üiiÿ 14kQ ïïr riroi- tiHlï 11, file market .

,A close season during Mtty and June shoul d be established to protect this flsh .

11,--STURG EON

Spawn in June and July .

It if; reaoniuiended that all sturgeon âaught threo feet six inohei In length And
undot, be returned uninjured to the water, and that it close seaeon for, sturgeon be
fixed to include the months of June and July.

12.SALISZON-TROU'l', WHITEFISI-I AND HERItING, .'rlil~'.IR SPAWNING
TIi<I E .

The evidence olottrly indicates that salm0ri-fi-out, whitefiah and heirring aom •
bined spawn_from_10th_Ootoberto-the-end-of-lleeember;-Tt-rnay-bo-therefore-said--
that the month of Novumber now established as a close season for these flsh, souno-_ _
whatreasonably-proteota-thetn ;-- better protoation--would- bo-felt with 11-oloso seaëoïi -
from 16th or 20th Ootouer to id December, thus covering the spawning sonson of
the trout more fully, as shown in the evidence .

13 .-POUND-NETS, -GILT,-N +`TS, it?SEINES -AN -OPINION AS TO THE
DESTRUCTIVE QUALITIES OF '.l'HE VARIOUS NETS USED IN'FlSIT-
ING CAN BE FOItMED BY A CAREFUL PI41USAL OF .THI, EVID ENC E,

The restorrttion of the fisho vies dependg upon the enforcemont of proper close
-seaeons-and-4egulations-prevoiiting-overfishing-a-tfd-thw-tttid suid rni~ :-!se ing o
young and immature fish . The use of certain kinds of nets iu eertain waters, with it
proper rogulation as to sizo of niesh, ; i s an important fattor, foi' upholding the
fishories.

The fi~heries of Lake Ontario were largely destroyed by seines ; féw, if any,
gill-nots were used il l, lake until about 1853, 11011 until seine fishing begitn to b e
unprofitablo along the-shores ,

It was the samo in Lake Erie, Lake St . Clair and the DetroitandSt, Clair Riverri ,
and nt points on Lake Huron ,

Gill•nets are now and have Well the most destructive engines- in use in Lak e
Huron and the Geôrgian Bay and other waters .

Doop water l,ound-not fishing began about 1865 in Lake Erie, and not until al l
other plane for commercial fishing had began to fail . The chief objections to pound •
n©ts can be retnedied by certain limitations, and by compelling the use in the pot s
of a larger s ized mesh in waters frequented by whitafish and salmon-trout, '_.The loss
of fiah in pound-nets and seines can always be estimated ; the wasto in gill-nets can
never be known,
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mission, in \~c~rcrnGoi_ :ind_Daootnl~or, _I_t3l12 ,
The following is a synopsis (,f` the oviclor,co, as taken before the Fishery Com-

- 14-LAItEj BRIE' .

Fran l, Jackson, Port Dover, tishorrnnn rincl foremratl, page G, says :--
lven twont;y- yez rd ago this Ittke by had ~virttefieh ifi ~lnty , caught with,..~;ill•nc~ts and : Hoines, ~ :Che~~ were snltecl and woro a fooc[ su ïp! y iïl winter oii ti©

t+rrrm and in cities, . townt3 and villages, Ilorrings were valuolos 13 thon, whitofishwere so numorout;• It is now ifl it,yecl out, çausocl by ovorfishinq in ' tito spawningc+enxoil and ~nn s tanl; and catc~hing sri~ull fish, 11 Yos, sir, whitof3E3h have berome
ex tinct in thes e waters ; whnt wris once it whitefish and salmon-trout fishery, is now a

hïthorto been ~•er r io l~s}~ destructive to stniill, immature fish, A 3-inoh extension nlosh i s
the tjropor mesh tor Lake I~)rio, Bine pick©rol are niostdoHtrttetivo to the fry of alltiel,,',ind tliu~• now overrun Litko l~',i io, The nvornl ;o woit;ht of tho bitio pickerol i,4about 11 lc~lunds, and eitnnot be cnuf;ht in anything larger than a 3•inoh extension
mesh, Il,ls soon tons weight of stnnil immature whttofiell caught ; the majority were
triecl, This wris common in 18.)U and 18 9 1, but in former yertrs the destruction offin mature fish was far greator•, lIcrs known ~two or three tons of those small fish
tnlcen out of six or seven nets in May and Juno ,

Jcimes Lou.,, 1~`iyhormcitil, Port Dovor, page 1G ;--Ar~ottnci Long Point and Port
Po~•er is a horrin~; fiHhory ; ~vithout the horr•ings it vould not pay to fish it ,

The 2-inch extension mosh used in the pote of pouncl-nots In T,,,,,,, ma 1 .
horring it Khot•,}• ".

(reo, F. Allen, F ic+hermnn, Port Dover, pngo 9 ;--Got now and thon a white-hNh ttborrt- the siio of it big herring, Nover r3rtiw it anlmorl .trout eaught in thosewcr tc~ rH .

t,upt, J. S. Allen, Port Dover and £Nnnticoko, page 11 :-Vory eeldom oritohôs aNnlmun-trottt ,

the
Crosby ~ITorqan, Port .Uover, page 1`L ;-Fishocl formerl3~ ; now in business. ',Pakethc. hor .t•inga,oiit of the eust ond of Lake Brio and you mtgtit as Nvoll-stop fiehing ,
lt', h; fiibbetts,l,r - . - -

rtro t rc~ prtnetp,i tdli,

il'fllfarn 13ackhouse, iiehormnn, Drtyhcim, pngo 26 ;--Cc~toh two or throe aalmon-
.trout in It SPI18011F tht~y are about nlone in this l :iko ; it is no w" it herring and blue:1>>c c~r~~l l ;tl :o,

---- -------- --- - ---- : __
.H. B. Arrsle►t, Port I)over, wnrclon of oounty, page 3 ; .._. + nfor~oomont of judi-elous re6ulntion; as to mesh and close seagons might reduce the catch in the metiq--__tt Ille, bilt-t4•ould--ba-t ►ott.or--for-.tho-tisher ►non--in--the- end,-----_- .. __. ____._ . _

IV, Etirery,' mo Vchant rtnci titalternltiti, Port Burwoll, page 28 :-Four or fiveor~r:i ugo litt.ecl consiclornbio numboi+s of smtdl, immature fieh ; gavo som~e awtty anditrieci sonn e ; 1101(l bome nt reciuced ~~rrco ; the bille pioknrel ~re ~_u~ion small flIrcis liftecl t«~elve tons of bluo pickerel in oneday in four°n©ts3 th©y would pasothroul;h u 3~-inoh meah ,

C, O. Bates fiehorman ) Cletlr Crook, e 17 s---T,,
'have

I3ttivo c :lughE ~vhitefish 5 iaohoein lenbth ~ iri m3 ~•incsh extunsion 1>otR ; have nover thrown away immature iieh fromhis note ; people buy them at ;}o . per : po411(1 to smoke ; bluo piokerol are verynumorous, but not many yellow ; blue pic~kerel and herrin~ average the- same size ;sturgeon under 3•fôet ehould he tbt own b :ick ,
xwt
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Ontario Fishery Commission,

(C7 .)
A, G! Brown,-flehorman,-Port Stanley,- .pago-21- :--Catoh of--blue piokerel-large,but not so largo as at Port Burwc+ll ; occasionally catches immature fleh, from 100to 600 pourids ; mostly sold for home consumption ; bury perhaps half a ton in aseason .

(%a t. John Ellison, t3eherman, Port Stanley, page 2~J t--.''wo-inoh extensioncatchespI•pôund fleh ; four years ago we caught a number of small fish, few since ;those small fiHh` ran I to j pound ; threw them baak ; small fish in net are ~nuisance ; of Inte yeare i n Lake Erie the flshing business has been assuming it morebuein©es-liko aspect ,

Daniel .Lang , fiehorman, A146rough, page 25 :-Caught ~lonty of i mmaturefish, principally herrings, and about four yeare ago gront num~ern of young :wite-fieh ; never buried any. I

W. H. J3iabk, Kingovillo, fieherman, page 82 :--Catohoe a ealmon•tro iit once init while .

` 1V, D . Bates, fiehorinAn, IZôndonu, page 34 :-I.levon salmon-trout caught inthis fishery .

William Grubb, light-houeo koopor, Point Pol6o, page . 40 :-A groat many ;moroblue pickerel caught here than whitofieh,

CD•)
Gilbert de Laurier, Sehormnn and fieh-doalor) Lenmin ton page 3$ :--Sturgaonunder 8 foot G inchos ohould be roturnod to the water ; Igin9 heard it roponted thatgreat quantities of small flsh are wnetod .

CE,}

At the international htishorios Cont'oronoo hnld it hutroit, 20th and 21et Dooom-
bor, 1893 .

Air, C. M. Ifeys, of Sundughy, Ohio, e l~ooihlly invitod to attend the cônforo ilco-t~o~eproeor,t--thII-fieh-tloalinb-intflresta-of' sur,du iikSTe itii (i-;--'rho-hoad-or-woKt-end-ufLa ke Eric is the natural a )awning ground for, tho whitefi sh, From Poloo Islan d andthe Duuuny Light to ormillion Is one continual spawning ground . Tho onl ywhitefish taken to eponk of are those taken on thoeo spawnin~ grounde, The bulkof-1116-whitofieh : aro oaugltt. witli, ~i1l-nots ; set upon what is on led the It reef," Thewhitofish are not only caught, but are turned iZÛÔ1r aud prev~onted from reaohing
their spawning grounds above, Nature directs thom to a certain place, and thisthey cannot reach o '. The flsh whiah escape the nots thus iiiil to roproduao . Thereis ii wâll of"ne:fWëfrétohin~;-- MiôwLnko-Erfe; Thie-tfehing is ourriod on in Novom-ber while the fieliâre ripe fc~i - epacvning. The heaviesthe ►~ring fishing is carried onüti the same time, The whitefish and herring spawn at the same time, ,

Mr. A, G. MoDonald, Detroit, manager of the Buffalo Fish Company, Hxid ;..:..xthink the whitefish are all out of Lake Brie, and- it ia the herrings we are after now,
,

Hvery not of ©very description ehould be out-of-Lake Brie by the-15th November; .I ani in fRVour of it close aeaeon, The Canttdiau oloso seaeon begins flret November . . .
Mr.Serschel Whittaker, of Detroit, Michigan, T ish Comïmissioaner and ohai r-man of the International Confer9noe, said ;-Twetity years ago I lived in the Stateof New York, and* whatefleh; trout and oieaoee Were in plenty . Five or ten yearsafterwards the commercial fishing of Lake Ontario be0ame extinct praôtioally ItN~~, as not pursued for profit any longer by fiaherinen. This illustrates what flshingwithout restraint will do . The same thing , is occurring in Lake Erie to-d uy, and
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the Nnme thiitg is truo of the .fishing in tho lower end of Lake Huron, Lut me eay
one thing mith refürence to .a . .oloso . :sensou . . Itt ._ Cai~adn :. .they have the rhonth of
November closed. There is no complaint thore from the Canndian fislioi'iiton liüt -
one, that, thoir noighliours tire fiKhing without restriotion acrob9 the border, Fo why,
should they not do it, 1 am thankfut tosoo that there is one place on God's foot-
stool where they do enforce it law which eeoms to be a ronbonnblo and a just law . I
tiviHh we might (io it hore .

(F.) SANDWICH, DETRdIT TttVER .

.Noah Jolie, Sandwich Wost, Detroit ltïvor, a fishortuan :40 yôare, says ;--All the
fish in the Detroit Rivor woro enught during the, spiiwniit g run, Eighteon year s
ago the whitotish oziu lit woro put in pons ; a pou eoverod }lnlf an acre, and ~0,000
.tivhitotlah, in it pon, ~ontotituoK the ► lost 2,000 fish out of a pon, one your lost one-
hnlf, warmor water and sickness ki~led thont, fitngoid growth showod-on them, the y
would oonto to the top, we wotll(I , "ell . thoiri along with the othora, the very bn d
oües wero Uii"riod ; ënirin wôrü lï©nltüy ; somo svoro siol~, ~lbout tho anmo hnpltonot i
in other tishornton's pons, but the stnnllor the pon the more the nicknoHS ; . all these
fiiih eamo up the river to sltnwii . Fish bocnme so source I gnvo up 13 or 14 ycars
ngo, ln thoHO days the Atnorialns caught about a8 many as we did, Noventbor i s
the only month that will pay to fish for whitefish in Dcitroit Ilivor, All the fishin g
on both sRlos was dono with seines. , -

IZémi Lafra m boise, Sandwich West, :Detroit River, soitto fiahorntun, page 6 4 ,
ènye-:- 1Yhito~sli~a~o_uh th© iLv_o~~ to .epitini_ïn_Novurnbo i~,that ie__:tho,lt.i~ü.t-_ ..
oijtnl month for cntching thom, IIorrings spuwn ' ôi~i of' Novemlîor, Largo num-
borH of whitefish woro' e aught and put in ponA about 100 foot square ; .11, gooci miiny
died and woro thrown out III the river ; some were buriccl, and so mo converted into
oil, 1 have known 16 000 to 20,600 put in those pons ; 2,000 and upwards would
dio and be converted I nto oil, some years niore ; they ctied from disease ; got mos sy
and (lied ; some would look bright, but largo nUmbere would be nttôotod ; Wrz•itige
woro put in nlong with thom ; one year 300,000 or 400,000 were cnu rht, and ôue
yoar tho pens woro so flill of hori'in ~rs that the fiilh were crow~lod so close togethor

River (page 67) says :- In 15 7 0 we caught most whitofioh ; they have bon doaretts-

that thoydiod in f;rosit nttntl~ors ; cinys woio occupiod in scooping tlond ones out
and tht'owin{; thotn into the rivor, The river was made foul with the qurtntitios o f
rotten ftsh ; thinke the tishory would ne v httvo been dostroyod had the fish been

ooun r_f3el~-mvotl .1d lttti_v.e_b9a1a carriod by :tho .ourre ►it into
Lalto Hrio through the olu~nnos on our eido of the ri v~or, All the whitefish that
came from Lake +~rio to ëpawn were destroyed in Detroit. .ltivor, and there was
nothing to go back, and thnt nceottnts for the destruction of the whitefish f3Kheries ,

Dan iel hfaloahe, Sandwich W ost, fnrnior üt-prôsont, fiHhed 60:years on
.
Detroit

_ing evor sinae; n~y itiverct go catch was about 30,000 ; 21 pnuutds each, I ut tho~e.fisli
III a pon i~bo usu :tl ai Ze to lcoop thont foi -the Now York market lutor on,' 2'liese fish
citmo up thé ri vor- to spawn and woro caught in Novembor, Thoy would juntp out
of the t~ivor, and we could see tltôni apawning, They are rï iioat for spawiting from
12th to 20th November--thon the eggs flow most froely, We would have a few her-
rings in the pens at - the sumo tinte, . We used to lose fish soniotitnes . by, keeping
thetn over ; when they died they floated on the out-faco ; sotno had rod spots ; eon~o
tnoe 8 ;, some were buriod, eomo, convert bd into oil, some were taken and sold in
Detroit for consumption . l constdor the f3uherios in 'the .t?ot roit Ti,iver worthlosb now ;I~vould not fleh the best ground . It is n gront calamity, $60,O00 a year to the Canii~dian .aido- Clodo soasons were ne"vet, obeyed hero and we fished the whole month o;
Novomb©r .. _ The fidhing began to fail 16 yeare :tgo and f3 ve ycitrs - n ro Nh beoam
Ho soarco tieheitnon could not live, All the river fiohing wns don e with seines ,

Joseph Maloohe, Sandwich West, carpenter, had been fishing Detroit River 2 6,yoars (page 69), says :,--IIo fished in DetroitKiver like Daniel Maloohe, That the
xviii
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pone in whloh the white8eh and herrings w©re put wot -e tnftde of plank and wero

cent died In the pons ,

made -handy so peoplo could- wnik aroun& them ; ---The whiteflsh - oamo - 11"- ttio *rivér~ -to spawn and were principally caught in October and-November ; we had 80,000 and~J0,000 whitefleh in , it eit~g~o pen at one time . There were i n other~eusab the sam et.ione 30 000 and ~0,00 0 , This wae in November, which was their spawning tïtne,
Some of those flsh were kept until 14Larah for tho .New York market, About 10 per

---_:_ .

Joseph Allen, Sandwich, ~Hhermttin 20 years, still fishing (tiage 71), éaye ;--The
fnost horring are caught i n Detroit River In Novombor, their spawnin g senAon,They wore caught in groat numbors seven years ago, AS many as 600,000 wore
oicught on wost side of Lighting Island on flve atatione ; they wero,flll0d with spawn .I n 1888 and 1889 we did not catch much more than onough to p itiy expenses. TheDetroit: River fidhorios began to give out about 13 years ago. Seines were prettyalud© together then, i n some places not room for iuoro . In some places there wore
s©von seines In a mile, that was the thickest, On the American Aide they were no t

. quite_so :thiok. The seines were the eame . .build .on bothsidos,_ . .Thinks-f1$h- food ing- .
on each other doea not roduoo their numbers muâh--that man makes more ditfer .
-once than flsh .

Charles Gatcthier flsherrnan, Windsor ())ugo 74) says t-Tho spawning time for
whitefleh in Lake DrÎercommeuoos about the 13th or 20th Novetnbor i n Detroit
River, Thoy begin a little earlier, but the month of Novonibor is the only time
th a t whitefish can be onught I n Dotroit-R ixor iü sufl3oient quantities to ptiy'for fish-
ing and has boon so for a nu ►,bor of years, For 18 years, from the year 1816 to
1880;-the-csloso aonson for flRh in Detroit River vas susp ondod and several Ministers
~vould not enforce it, because it was unronsonable, Nhitefiah In the Detroit ltiver
have deoronsod so that the largost catch out of two or th ree eoina3 would be 400 or

.60 f3eh, The whitofish came up the Detroit River to " a j) awn, They were not taken at
,tiny other ' timo. Very few were caught beforo 1et ovemlior . The bulk of the
fisl~ing was in the middle of Novoni~or, in the height of tho-spawninl; time, I
)i ave known the Lake St . Cllair,fisherioa ; in 10 or 10 yoitirs they have dooreasod,

(G.)-ST. CLAIR RIV +R ,

Marquis A. Hitchcoek, Sarnia, who t3shes n seine at head of River St, C11arr Lake
Huron (page 80), OR s--In the old days- thoro wore threo whitefish soinos at
his point, eoining i n 0otobor and Novemberf and now fi,ehing for whitefish is per-
footl~y cione, The flshermen consicler there are none to be caught .

There are vory few herring cauglit now at all ; some years ago there was a voj-y
~;~ood - ôatoli, Tlïoÿ spawn - in NoVemliet~ ; ' .i~rnvious - -to 1892, wo üehed until th--
winter set in, No close season was obsorvod by anybody above or below nie, When
we catch the flret piokor©l whioh aome In they are full of spawn, They come hore
to spawn. They are all yellow piokerol (dot~é), po blue piokerel. Ten~ -or̀ two ive
years ago we httid three time the catch and paid $000 a year for the lioense--not '
worth a cent now, The bottom of the fldhery has fallen out, We catch them as
low as 1 pound, for sale ; un.der that they are not saleable . The sturgeon were
ril,est in spawning ln~J~.uly . We fished fc~om the middle of Mây until the middle
July, , The sturgeon have almogt l 6ft tie ,

. ~
John .LOny, of Lake Huron . z(puge 85) ;-`~hiteSsh wora very , plentiful In

foi~mer yearc~, as many_ as 40 or gÔ ba prele in a haul--S,OOÙ tieh was an ordinary'
-catch, These fieh have fallen ofi :very reatly, . Sturgeon have fallen o ff, deetroyed
by overfishing; Yellow pickerel have ~allen off woz~derfully during the paat four
yoars, dcjstrôyed by improper fishing and overfishing, The river or lurgè_herrin ge
hzcve thllen off entirely, A smaller kind are now taken, Four years ago, I paid $1b0
per day' for the catch of one seine during September . T would not pay them anything
now, the 8ehery has so greatly fallen nft:

xix
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. (H ) .---G01MRIÇIli, _ ..- . . . .__ . ._ . .__ .-_ . ,

Capt. John Clrtii jie, flâtieriiynn, Godorich (page 8J} :-Tho ~vhitafish n~ ~ deelinw
ing . in Lake Ilnron-the heri~inge are so. uttdot~siied -that--tt-is-utïprbf3ttirbto-to ftl{h
for thotn ; the whitefish are the boet tish ;' the public prefer, thofn--nnd_the fiehor-
men caught thom with lees trouble than other fish. A Lake Huron gill•not license
holdor goes whorovoe he likotl i'u the lake or CYoorgian Bay, The 8 of, 10 boflts hero,
are all liconeod to fish in the saine wrltorK--fishoe halt`way across the lnko in tiOQ
foot, of Nvator ; and at certain settsons of the year we fish along the shore ,

James Clark, MfiHll ilo:ll©r, (,odericlï, (png© 97) s---In the intorosts of the fisheries
and the iiohing inciustr'y the oloso seasons should be suetnined-tho close eoason should
begin 1st Novetnbor and kopt stricstly . Does not beliovo fish movo around much,
but keep in fïttnilioe in the saine loculity ,

Malcolm 1iicDotialcl, flshormnn, (todoricil (page 118) r--lYhitofieh tire c3nught
i►i the CYeotf;ian-I3ay ?loiV; --'l'hoy woro once plentiful in LnkoIluron . To )».•eserve
the tisheries for the future we should have oloso soasone ; but it, is very diKOotu•âging
for its to be keeping it and the 11.mericnns not7and they fisiling hi out, waters during
that time .

James Clark, fiah dealer and fishormnn, Godorioh (page 12,3) enys .--În following
the fi'oh in their gill-tot fishing in Lake Huron and Oroorgiltn Bay they ue© 4j moHh,
also 6-inch and GJ•inch and Homotimos 6 .1 ; wo' use gj in tho fall, following the lnrgor,
flsh to the shores those are largo clnt-k trout from 3i to 10 lbs . The cioop water trout
are Ktnnll and lif ;ilt in colour, average 2j lbs, ; novot, saw e rgs in thom wliioh were,
mature, 'l'he diu-k largo trout show their ot;gs protty wol~ ndvnncod, when aaught,
'l'hov spawn In November, some onrlior, bomo Izttor, We catch those big trout in Oct.
tobùr and Novombor. I think they come to i+pnwn, The qmnli trout averaging 2j
Ibs, are not caught at that (lino, they do tint-como inshoro, We catch dalmon-trout
Ill Lake Huron and whitoflah in CYoolç ;istn Bay, IIorring fishin~ is of no account in
Lake Huron, Novor,heard of any one applying to tish with gill-nets who hns ovor
been rofit ►io~i . In the tntorosts of No fisheries nnd fishIng tndu8try the close seasons
should be sustninoci, l)oes not boliovo it ntlttri ►l for 13611 to niove around'niuolabut
kool) in fi ►miliot; in the 8nmo locality. '

Capt. Antes Ltkster, Godorich, fishormon (puge lOG) onyH ;--'Phoro are it gront
ninny fiehermvn who dopend ul~on tho Novombor hot-ring fisltin thoy scrape along

loft we don't wunt to bothor with horring. Did not oittch enollgh whiteflsh lnst

most wnatofltl method of flahIf it ni~ound•not breaks sr~~~tiy all the fleh got freo,

and more smnll fish boing .onught and-by the use of nnprovod-TfiNiïinggQar tugs, and

omble diecontont among the fiahormen the business being now outdone--that is tho';

all sununor and wttint to catch herring i n the close s.enson ; omur fishurrnon work hard
all sumtiyer and don'tfool like çontinuing on . It is no lyardship buta bonofit .to:_ .tho_flsh- :
ormon to have a close »oneon and stop flohing in November, ; I doubt the migration
of fish from sido to taido in the Ittkep. ~ So long as there is n whitoflsh or snlmon-trout

senson to pay mon 'e wngea, '
IT. W. 13ct,ll, fishery ovot ,soor, Godut,ioli- :--Ho ooneitlora g iI1•net fishing the .

if u gill•not Is ~vaehod away thoro nltly to 1 0 tons of dond - 11811 in it and they are
blown all over the lake, the fish arc loat ,nnd the lake full of doca~~ed fish , equtZlly
destructive to the fisheries as cleaning the fish and thi ,owing the ofliil into the lake. '
It Is well known that many fialioriie have been doHtroyed by. . thiowuing flah ofïal into ~
the wator; Whitefish have nlmostdirnppozztod on this coast--tho ap tiront .inorenso
in t3nimon-trout is oxplt~itted by- time tnesh : ~oing t~oduood from~~~ inohee to 4j

flexibility and mnke of the twine, Think the do~~ttrtmont ghould not diseourage pound-
not fiehing, Has kn .own the proceeds of ri g ll-not brou ht to shore und not one •
half of it marketable, --Tho yellow otbnd - flAh are ert1

g
it is not good for the ro-

puttition of Canada that we should salt such unwholesomo food, . 'i'hore Is çônsid-, .

principal cause, There are too many In the business, '1'her'e are men with ettipittd
xx
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interested in the_fishitg business and they will start anybody to go flshing . A close

e

o
y

0

sOilQO!? fotrl~erringe in i~ovember is absolut~l3 ► nocessnry, and also to pr
nnd trou,

(L)-SOUTHAMPTON

. otoot whitefish

Donald McCauley , - Southampton, iiahorm iln (page 128) ;-7'horo Is too tnuoh
flshing, too many men tryi ng to make a living at it ; too' tnany g ill=nnts ,drivo the
iish away and prevent thom roaohin g thoir spawning graunds: foulin the water
with offttl and dead fieh`'r~s the same olI'eot, When fft ►~ st started llero, 186 6 , ~anada took,
all our fish, : Now tho te are so many at itthnt wq must send them to the StateH .
Thoro are more flsli caught now than this eountty wnnte, In etorrny wo uthor we
flud :i good many dead fish in out i-gill=nots thoy ut~e not mttrkatablo as frosh tish'
but thore~ are many that will do for salt ing titit~ ~von't do to use frosh, This year
bein,t, stormy we lost areat nlany,-too for gone for anything, and oil was made of
thom, Thoro at -o nion 411 ovor the lnko making it living by mnicitl r oil from rottvn
lish,_~rhore is it good ili~il of it mndo, ' it bï~iiigs ~~304, ppt~ gall . . an T sont to the
tiin iio r ios ,

used liorring soinos(inah bar), We used to catch our whitoti sh off that shore but

close soitson whilo the flRll are spawning ; the Amoricans should do It also, T

Finlay 1iioLennnn, flsherman, Southampton (page 141) : ITo usos it Aoino for

came from - bolôw. - Bnyflold, ._ . .ll'Lost afour .üehormon havo gone to the . .C'Teorgian

_. ._ .__ ..~ . . .u . _ . . .__ . . .~ _ __ . _ _
Malcolm XoKenzie, Southfkm pton, flshotmnn, (pago 13 5) ,---Poopl© anmo tth

from Port Frank at fâw yoars ago, 187 6, and commenced drawing seines on Snublo
13uaoh, 8 miles north of Southampton, The doolino of whttofish iiorenbouts thon bo-
gan, The whitefiAh aaiilo on the soining grounds thiok . It was September, an d
they. were young whiteflsh ; lote of thonl were loft (lead in the wat~r and on the
bonoh, not being marketable nor flt for salting, not being over 4 inches long . . They

did not got thotn aftorwnrda, th') fi8h workod up north, It is advisnblo to have i t

Daniel McCauley, Southampton', f3shcrmnn (page 143) : Ovorflshiilg is , the cause
of the (10011 110 of the üshorios .

1 ►o rrin . s,lf .bar nlosh ; and his ' 9roat ontoh is in November, in_.tho_ .spn~~.nin aoa-
son, 1Io hoard that young i tlunntttr wrllitofish were caught at Saublo Bôno h and
wi~lkod down j ust to soe, oro oro plenty of thom ; some 2 inahos long, some
four , i nahos and over, There wo nbout 12 seines on the boaah, theso from one
o nd to the other, It in about ô milos lo r~g , The Indians had two soinoa, the
wllito s ton sotnos,_ The white people who clustro,y©d Snublo I3ortoh with seines

Bay, Fish have b©ootue sottroer horo, ` We do iïôt oïttôli whitoflalt no w,

Dottgal McC'auley, fishornlan, Southampton (page 162) ;-It is .seldaat : .we. _oan . .
catch whitofisll, 'l'lloq do not catch herrings or ,anythtn~ olso on the Saublo Beach
now,--_-Twa•thirds .of . tl~o . .fit;I~tlt~t nr©-,aAUght : hero i n the nll of the year are oau rht_ ._____ _
by boats that do not take out a lioon so, boatg thï~t~ do nbt follow H~hinb- stôad ly,
SYo paid $50 fo r two tugs and did not catch one-quarter of the flsh that the - other- .
Uoats did that did not pay for lioenso, 'rha liaense system is good if every body
pays it alike,

(J',)--•GEO.[IGIAN BAY .

. OOLLI(VQw00D ,.,,

Georqe Knight, flsherman, Collingwobd (page 195) ;---Whitofish are now
Aoarce all over the Georgian Bay ; wo rot vory few Indeed. Fifteen or sixteen
years ago they were very plentifui. T~ier© are fou'r times as many notsi in the
Georgian Bay as there were 1 5 or 20 years ago whenthè whitef3eh were in plenty .
Those fish It have now taken some àther oourae, Their spawning ground was

xxi
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3 once on this side of the ba •, but they
(10

not corn~+ any more . The trout come
hereto e~~awn in tho . eiisi of a.tohor and in vovombor,

It is a .hnrd matter to nittko a living hôw tlie fiëh are ~ottin eïïsotircé; . Thittka- ._
it would be bettor for the fishertnôn if âll tôo~C out their not~ nnc~stopped fishing by
Ist NOvember ,

.~l'orman Sanders, Colling~vood, fishormun (page 202) snye ; .--.Loft C}illusos Island
on thô Amorionn side of Luke Ontario tnaiti3►►ottrs ago, beoauso the fishing was
pluyed out. Now t3shes from Squaw Island, ~abbuge I-Innd, to 0hrit3tiun J .;lands,
down to Collingwood . This is it whitofirh bay nnturally, but thé whitof3sh have
bocïn gotting scarcor for about oight yenrs, caused by double the amount of fishing '
boing don©;-Novomber ueecl-to bo=tho-bet3t_month-fot~ whitofieh, ._ Lnw-.-brealte~'s-j--- -
môn who do not observe the law-usod a_5j=inch mosh for shore fiéhing on the ehoule
in tho fttli,of tho yuar whon spnwnin{;. The rogulRv`fisltornion aleo -use this large
mesh, Do not think any seine should be uspd to catch whitefiRh or sulmon-trout
unleas mosh ono•tourth 3argor than tho gill-not •mnHh, except in Lake Brio ,

lyilliam A: C'larke, -fi8hortn :t n , G'olliné+~wooci- (page 207 ) saYs-:l considor the -t~a- .--, `-• .
- duotton of the gill-not mosh from ti inoho s to 4j it mistalco on t il o part of thô T+'ishery'

I)epzirtinent, boanuso it takes the fish bofoi , o the), tire matured, Cart loadoof youit gtnitnuturo tish are now ta lcon at Thossalon Point and Dollar I3ay, There is a enr-
ront there which thoy frequent for food and it - is protected, ~Irts notiaed thi s for
two

icuiat s
.
~ioIn

.a ~~~hole curt load you would iiot bot oate over j to 11 pounds . Took
Pat t ~ tico of them i)ns$i, .b in 6-111184, Th,eso itntnnttire whitefish as a rttle,
pass on to the .Amoriciin innrkots, 'l'his ' irr©f;itlar fishing goes on outsido the -1111actaross from Spnniéh River, eopar.tting Lake Huron from Georgian Bay, , These fish
come Irom the pounct•nots around Duolc Island and the North httnnol, The meshos
are so smnll that they catch a small her r ing, The 1-inolt bill, used in'tho pot of thepound-nots is the cause of the troublo . Those pôund-nets rofe erorl to Are p ut whorcr
the young whitofiHh frequont, Was fôr two yeare at Iÿi i itoflsh 'Point on LukoSuporio v , on e of the lrurgost and boHt fishorrios on the chuiii of lakos • it is 40 miles
al~ovo-tho-Sttuit, i tr the utnto of -aNiialtif;nn; ---Ilas _scon _ 100,000 whitc~fish--dodtro3•ed -
tho ro it, a seitsnn . They are caurricd to a dump and thrown rtwrty , You can forn~

sa nn~al
l idou «-fi 'oni

,hitofiè
hthcl immature fish shipped of the .wholo_witeta .nncl_dostruetion_of__thos_o,

, The pound-not fishing wotilci lïn %,e boon all right if the mosh in the pot hadboon right, the tnesh should be 4 ,~ inch©s for oatohing whitefi s h 21-- pounds ~to 3poancla, ►inci trout about the stuno . Yellow pike or piokorol are not caught in gill-nOts,' but are taketl in I)ound-nots oneily ; they are a voritciotts fiKh . Thore,rtre large
' K. ~

,quantities euugh t, and there is n oocl domancl, 7 horo ts no such fish its a biuo pickerelknow n i n those wators, The great quantities of iminaturo whitefish waetod would in,a Couple Of 3,041's have becocllo good fish .
- Whitofïsh huvo - fallon ' off 30 - poroontunywhere--on-tite --Goat~gin tf-Bn _U -to--lst--_Jttno ►ou wo li`t gut 'atty white fish, 9,- p
Z~rvonty years ago if n man had talion it gang ot' nota to Squaw Island the samo,

ûmtn©i e now it
would have taken it smtill schooner to otcrty the fi~h nway, either~ or fall, but It was in Novombor the whitefish were most abundant, '' Thsreain't any more whitet lsh on these grounds." The dor,ro itao has been caused by ovor-fiAhing and fishing in i the r~ptiwning titno, The whitotish are now pi- inoipallycaughtfrom tho «~estern telarnls. on tue GQorginn Bay,'along the north shore And . up Wenorth passage to Theësalon Point. '1.`1 1 ero n . o none ou the south shore, - In the fallthey tisoçl to be vory plontifltl ;, Large quantitïe s of small immature fi Rh are nowshipped, prinoipally caught in the N1orth Channel above Little Curis ent, Thora werenover as many enu rht as the past. season, marketed or shipped at ~Vittrton and Col-lingwooçi, l'lta Doittr Bay and Theeàôlon fish have - ta go througli tho Americant'hnnïiol toDettôit, Thinks thore should be no difàloulty in maktïng a r©guiationwhich would p vov©nt the markotin g and destruction of amall tmmzture fish . Allthis improp©r fishing was done oPonly . ' and the eh-p1110114 toolf Place in the usua lway. A proper sizeci mesh is the true remedy to prevent this Aostruction of imina- _-,
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ture fi4h . The average weightof whitefish now iè pretty scaall . They will average
3 poun.de, formerly they were 21 . Some obey the law and some do not, it is a bue.
eid~ëd" aftr'1,i i ; , . _ _ , . . _- . . _ . .- . .

(K.)---MEAFORD ,

John h?'aCJrae, Menfora, fisherman , page ' 186) ;,--A 2 pou nd -whitéfish ' iH-not a

mor trout have fallen - off one-half in 20 years, and the size of the fish re ueod by
i tsinf; too small i t mosh ;

James Fdlgrim, fi4herman, Meaford (page 167) :--~Ÿli itofi~h have loft hero ; they
don't come hero ; they have just disa,ppeare ; formerly one gang of nota would t :~ko
500, 1,000 to 1,500 at once with one gang of nots, usually from 20th November to
10th .Uocomber .

.` Adam `H.-_,5't 6phe2z, druggist, hteaford ~ e 116)-,. -~Ve used to catch great
numbers of whitefiAh off . the shore bore whétt~ was ehin in what is calle tho_
lsudhôle, about eight miles off Meaford-about the endof ovember--it was either
a epatvnlng or a feeding ground--tK was eight .yea ►-e . ago. Has taken 1,500 ou t
of one gill~not ; , other fishermen did -the same. . They were full of spawn ; they all r`f r
loft at once, and for à number ' of years have not Rshed it . The uniform inesh
Fhould : now be 5 inohes ,

John, .lV~elson, fish©rman, Moaford .(pago 178) says :-~-1'ho fiaherinen follôw . .tlie
whitefish to the north shoré i~i~--- Oot bar :---The--flnest-ahd--largea t__whit~el~eh aud_-___
salmon-trout go there to 9pawn~ and t ey are not (laUgllt at any ' oth0r time there,

They are.right on shore on their spawning `gcoùnda,~ lot of Novembor. . «x have;
seen

have;
boats of us .within three miles ." This- is general with other fishormn.';

It is the only time you can catch theae large gpawn ing `flsh . The boats come ,from' ,
; all parts of the country there, from Manitoulin Island, and all partx,qf the (leorg ian
'Bay. ' Hal#-bi~eeds and Indians all congregate

,
there to catch theee spawning fish .

The fishermen follow the fisli down from the north'; shore of the Manitoulin, and at
this time the spawn is running freely from the fish.

xxii i

tire but few lëff; If tili©réié i61596éëason; it-shc,uld--bo
People along the shore break the law and fish in the close season, The black trout

~ll-trout-tho-sI~ocies--that-como-in t o-spawn,_aro as-p.lQntifiil~ag eVOr but the sum--

snlmon-trout Is immature, and should not be oau ght, and a flsh at Q pounds io a
retty small flsh . The whitefish are the mo t valuable of, the two, Has seen on e

I,ont take 2,000 whitofish .in one lift ; that wa~uld be an ordinary catch right in front
_of,llieaford ; In the last eight years the whitofish seem to have d ieappeared ; there

6J. inches, Is pasitivo that nothin~ lôss than . 6-Inch mes h is propor for whitoflsh
and ealmon•trout; rish now caught are immature and unable to breed . As adoal-
or, has soon small immature white fish and trout on the market ; has handled ttiem ;
Lhey - corne from different localities ; small trout are more nuinorous on the south
shore than on, tho north ; some ehi pmonts average from l pounds to 1i pounds ; quite
small tish, , Formorly we could not dispose of such iisli, but wo oan doso tio~v.- Uon •
Kidôrs it i njurious to the fiehorios to catch thoee small fish. The inosh in .the pots of
the pound-néts is too small, and ehould be regulated 11ke the gill•note, A 2j-pound

reduced their size.

ing, There are too many smal iMmaturo fish aau ht ; the autumn raoah should bd

-Gcorgian Bay, 1ye got whitefish thick up to 2,200 fish with one gan of n©ts and

Gilbert Peter McIntosh, fleh-dealer, Monford, late prasidont of the Fleherroens
Association (page 172) -says :---IIo has carried on a whitofish-nud trout flshery ;
says a 4J-inoh mesh is tûo emall. for gill-nets in theso waters ; that a .54nt,h meeh
shoülci ho -thë minlmum ; - the 4-in oh' mesh-has been the-means of roduoing :-the .fieh•

iti single boat, - Whitefish are now nthing of the past on this shore, ~YhiteBsh are
the most profitable fish if they could be caught ; they are gone on the south shore ,

--t~nd-groat y-re<luced in the Georgian -Bay -by--ovorfishing ;, small_- mo~ltos have also

mature fish, Overfishing lifts destroyq the fieherieg on tho eouth . sboro of the
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Jam es Stewart, fisherman, Aieaford (page ,,192) says ;--Trout are full of spawn
in October and November, and then o to the north shore to upawn, We used t o

Ch`arles -Little, Dienford (page 194) :-11 The fishing has groatlydeoreased ."

_ - __ ._ _
famillos~of Rr~herm©ü have loft._ Afeaforil who-formerlÿ mailë : thëir living h©i~©, ' .

place of a close season, the supply must godown, The fishing'for-salmon-trout and
whitefish has so fiillon off here that the fishermen have gono to thë north shoro,~~
Tllo whitefish hnvo, fnllon 'ofi most, They -have' aune from this placa, Whol e

. .
-outoh th©m- until , 16th November, ~-- nless hatcheries are- - -established--ao-tuke-the --- -

(L,)=-,k1DLAND ,

Albert Hutchins, ltidlnnd, fisherman (page 227) says ;=-Prof©rs a41 meah-,

thoir spoatos,, .`Ÿhitofish comoin tlto shonl waters vory thiak and close together t o
many small fish beforo thoy are fuli'rnluô " iind bofo i-o they are ablé to reproduce
small moshecl nots ara injurions to fi shormen and fish-doalors . They dostroy to o
Soule fishortnon fiel) with nle8h of ail sizos, as smrill ni) d and 4f inohes, Thoaô. . ,

-------spi~wn; und-ifestugilt `vhor ► sl~a~=.;~tling it is ~=ery iïïjürious to the fishery,- ~ntmatüië,$sh
are caught in pound-nots, s e lcie8, and hoop•nota with small mosh . Such nets would

too bau, -
n gtcilt many are usoiess ; some are salted . Loel ►l mon take tho_doad fish if no t
thom by belnt; outtoo lonb, swornl dnys usually during storms, The fish are spoiled -,
fish and fi n ng in tho spnwning time . A grortt many nets are lost with the fish i n
out Dy oQr iln r, ntu .whiteish-nYo vory M11011 alonned out by cntohing immatur e
not bo morqrin,lurloud thnn jrili-nets if they had it pt•opor mësh, Pickerel are playe d

1lrehibald ,Campbell fishormnn, 111idlnnd (pago 259) snys :-Boliavos in oloso

co rieot, t ti ng i t thoro were no ctose sonsons , wotlld prefor Mi . f,, fi, . -los o
l a.inalntalned rigorously, Tho sotting neido of the spnwnin r grôunds would b o

fishermen, tho public nnd tllo fisherios if the c+loso seasons were maintained an d
sensons, as they are right if proporly selected . It would bo in tho best i nternats of

--__ , o s nsons,
hormoriy►lesc~ note wüii-O tuKéil nnd morô fish énuglit ;---If __

th© fiéhïiïg goôs ôri F. n~ -
prosent it, fishormen cannot livo .

C3 y a o ul o ly s ► ing is
oauaod by ovorfshin r-,too mnny nots-too' `mnn boata Sir f h b '

fie . IV ottuso o tho docitno it, the Goor tnn tin and L k I-I . f t' i n

as lU9
l
U wil U15,

f
1 11 0 other - 11811 1111110 doollned also, with tho excoptionf ofhQrrin ► i 3

Cha~'lps '{jr, Î'hillij~s, 1ÎidÎi~ncl, fiéli©rman (page 229) ;---«hitëfiéh have fiilÏon' offmost ï fl t

} orleno in salmon•tront and ; white A, This is veryapparent .

James 'A . Smith, fisherman and dealer, Midland (page 235), says there were 100
miles of gill-nets used last year fi~omanitoulin to Midland, and- arciund the bay

xtv

taugroatest faling off y--are-T~eeomin f; , pretty-soaroe : scarcis eR t ~8

are thrown away on the ice below ~~aubaûeh'one, an gra'p '
°g irons . Small dsh.

Whit©fie,, salmon-trout, piékerol---an:i-herrirï -ilretlï© môët__valü~iil ..- ti_b -~~

- y . a weo an aomo . longcr, and some of bo nets are nevorfound rit all ; bas seen them out in the bay with fieh rotting in the , 'There is veryoonsiderablo losb - of nets - and` flsh in this way la (é in thé fall when fishermen are-_~ fishin r along the shore iy iâg t1 ►e.sQasott.._Close:seasons aro.sound in_p `rinoiple__ .-büi linvè novor_ :tïo©n onf~rëëd . The note used iu the close season are generally sunk,which inakoe i t difficult to find out withoüt boat- d I t

- S~ am uel .Fraser T., , P. for thirty years, ;iliid land (pngo• 231),says the emall meehin pound•nots is vory destructive to small ~8sh ; tf~at large quantiti©s of troutand ~vhitefish, caught in gill•nets are lost, and by roason of" 3torms mid neglect thonote are not ltft©d, In such ensos the fish aro not fit for r06(1,
nsold in everti~elees they arci a doc©ptivo way -throttghout the count

ehot~o, . .sotne_ilre .seon .tloatin on tho-water• th©sry' ~ somi~
tire thrown away on the

g , -e hn:~©-fallen out f- the-nets, - Some_of the note mit bo out k d -

I dono n good donl to lesson the numboir of fiHh

y . .os o m©s etug LOUsmall, lias also holpo the fnlling Toff,''ho non•obsorvanco of close s lias alsosoason
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north and south shores, and some~1,700 fishing crafts, larp and'emall, - The- fishing

very. muon in recent eare, espeoit~l y. whiteflsh and trout, The small sized mesh
and too many fishing as reducod tho flghdri9s,, If the size of ineéh had been kep t

John -;Yates,-flRberman, . ..Midland .(p:tg© ..241), says all kinds of 8sb h4ve fallon off'

to eep up the eupply-of ftsb food ,

camjot etand all this net in the water. it is vastly too argely 8ehed and must be
redi1aed,-otherwise .,-the. . üshermen ..will . .loso . . . .their__ . .ïnduetryi ,saw last .seaeon three. .
largo lots of emall 9 ' and' 10-inoh ploki rel shippëd, ` Close seai;ans are right in order

k

tip at b i)lohes as formerly, th© dostruotion of fieh would not have bôon so groat .
Pound-not pots should be 4j to 5-inoh mesh . A closo season for bass and all kinds

The destructive wo: k-goes on'in places 3 to 4 miles off shoro on the honeycombed
bottomed rocks, which are the real spawning grounds of the 8sh . This--destruction
aliplies, to botl, salrùon-trout And whitefièh, % , _-. ____ .

Nets remain in the -,water until the fish deeay and have to be thrown away. Last
- fall I lifted. some gill-note and at leaat it ton of rotten fish had to be thrown out of
them . The excessive quantity of nota used had aé muah to do .with this waste as
the stormy weatho Tr ; This will deplete the t3sheries altogothor if allowed to continue ,

-off -offish-to-fiehertnon-using=u-greater--number-of: gill-nets-than-they-oan-attend-to,---

fa l 1 ng off iu. Ssh . A good many fish~ are lost, by drowning in the note by their
being out too long. . Sueli ftsh , aro.galted and thon they go to market, otherwise,they
could not be ùsod . It is desirable to have close so tu;ons'and spawning localities set

-apar-tr-whoro-tho-flsh would- not-be-molostcd ._-

Cnpt . McGregor, master mariner, Georgian Bay ( ag© 2 21 1), attributes the fallin g

in now whorô thoro was only one ton yoare ago, making it appoai, that theee is no' '

Holf ; has known 1,400 rotting fish thrown awny at one time ; approves of close
Konsone ; something must be done to keep up the fisheries ,

W. W. Clhuroh, t3sherman, Midland (page 250), says seines dostroyed the flèher-
men in Lake Ontario. They are a most destructive net. Fish are getting scarc4r
every year in the Georgian Bay. More, salmon-trout are being caùght as the white-
fish drop off.- That is the fish they go for now,

Joseph Cunningham, fighermun, Midland (page 257), says there are ton boats fïsh-

noocl fish are kept û11a=Knltéd
:=m

a sepaxiitofor the American mar'fi et . The culls whiah they canno
t iéll are snltdd, -C;y-bo-fit_to oat_by_some;- but .w_ould_n :o.t_:Qat_tho.rn- him- ._ : _

when he bogan : Overftshir,g and fidhing i n tho spawning time have made a great
difference i n the t3dheries, 'Quan titiAs of' flsh are lost by fishormen having too many
nets out, and loavtng thôm in the cvnt©r too- Ion' ,- The fish drown and aio, ' Th e

TV. J. .Hodgins, 8sherman, lliidlnnd247) ;-Fi~h' are now one-third lose thn n

of Rsh should be thoroughly onforced ,

- ~_caugh~~e~many~-~n_-~,eaasoc~-as-would-allo~-the-ownera of-the-seine-fàr_theiz ehare ,____ __ _________
June and.July, These were ealted and soK. on the ground to dealers ., He has
ùs ,000 to 10,000 at ono haul, dueing thé night . ~hiè wu in the. summer tüne, ~

(420 feet) deep, h . an 20 miles•out 1

majority were whit68gh ; atid were~caught at-Wellinton Beach .with seines, as man

y swept away, frequently. full ..of dead . :fish . . . . . . .Vis.hexmén. now 8sh in water 70 fathom s

- .Albar .'. .fiutohi~ts, Midland, Georgian. Bay ()age 227), sàys ;-~-~Before,coming here
fis~hed in Lake Ontario about 30 yea~rs' for whitefish and salmon-trout, The grea t

1 d . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ._-~-- - . . . . .
and in November flshermen-use their old = netè and -tàke - the . chance of .their-bei.ng . .

mes h should 'be tlie. lowost gize lib4nséd, Pound,•nete in the looality of Cornell and
Thessalon4hrow away and destroy large quantities of small fish, Late in O .atober

Neither .trout, nor whit4Uh undèi - : two pounds should be caught, , A g•inoh

_also . __ .WhiteBeh were thiak eve~-ywhere in Lake Ontario at that time' ; have known
number were oaught eometimes . Fishing was carried on in the -fall of the _yeats-
about $2 ,000 ; The other $4,000 woùld go to the rielaernien, ~v~in -:môre t>jân~ttiis --- -

cou1it6d ; has often knowu from .6,000 to 10,000 being taken, and has talr9n 40,000
as many as 90,000 being taken in one baul in the night ; was present and saw them
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:10,000 were dctlto , }n any wora
was another haul as . l :irgo as th1e~ taken at Westlako Beach ; . the - net w~s a 176•ro4

-it , t" Whon I lofU Lake Oittario . some. .afQtlrteoü years - agô

in a sono several times in July on Wellington Beach ; those that were'eived of the
o~ lost because they could not be taken care U. There

been made ; in faut the whitefish flRhory had . ooase to ox s, J er

it. I loft Lake Ontario to Hgh hore with a ntunbor of other flshormen who left for

the satu%, cause .

r~oino callod tho sou wob or, -
- therewere no wliitofi uh to be had by the fishermen whero those great 'haule hsd

d i+ ttl o wag no more of

- James À . Smith, Midland (page 235), sciyb :r--ïias seon , 20,000 whitefish ou

Consecoit Beach, Lake Ontnrio, be.ing one ovoning s catch, not . one in ti6nty of
1 41 te wne in J uno - soIlle wo re salted ; othora rotted

ru 1 tlorst :►ncl-from~lato ._rc~idonts__t~tnt_tli.o_ fishing in Lake Ontario* is all done
now,

tho rost go . ~Yhen o a ethey wanted of the tish with smu I noty and lof

Ontario some 16 yoars ago whitotish ivo ro almo .3t oxteruiinated ; salmon-trout and
whitotiHh in Lake Ontario were vastly more numerous than they have over been in
Georgian Bay . . . .

Capt . S. ji'hartn tan t Midland (pago 244), snyec--Fiahod in Luke Ontario in
1874 at I?ro sclu'Iele and Brighton, principally for trout of largo Hizo . The fish
were quite plentiful then, Loft there in 1 878 to co ke to Georgian Bay to fish and
better mysolf; he rou gh fish and whitefish in Lake Ontario havô fallen off very

but it ;;rottt tn :tny woro lodt, Ì 111 t0118h oro so nu morous t~a toy wot o~a o
away tbr manure for use upon tho fii rms. The whitofish were so plentittil that in
hauling thô seine they could not pull it on the shore ; they had to dip out what

1 I , 1ftL k

1 t tl I 1 ul c[

bought for 25 cents . ~Vhitofish ~roro so plontiful in Lnke Ontario that w th one

n H(Z, -~ ~ 1 ;_. _

ng-
r ^ -

fish than uHUi ► 1, ~vetghti~~out2 punds ; ~a Innny-Rs-wo-couldbat~rel-wî=éaltécl-~--

seine (I owned half of it), a fi0•i~od 801110 put up i n one month,130 barrels foi~ our
not's ehsu•o ; the othor mon (eight of tt~om) would got tho.. .c~çluivalont to 1 80 ba ►~role

t~mong 6t them ; this was in June,"•18GJ or 1870 ;' thoi~o were ~Ti~ôr eoinae flshi»g
1 ~~h nnio-'oar_ in-Novvmb or .- t.ho .-flsh .avore_vory_numerôus, and all, larger

whtch would woigh t W o P0,111, b, 1
i~~a the shore and were made into manuro . They were so pfentifùl=that 100.aould b~ ~

-- William J, lYodgitts; ~ltidland (pa~o 247), C Osays- .;=1~iéhocl_in_L:iOntari.o from __-
187 0 to 1877, and cnugltt "trout and wl,ttotieh ; loft there whitofi gh had bocnm© so
very scireo. In 1856 and 1857 they wore caught in groat numbore . VV hitoflah

shores of the . lake ; has known evoiy. 40 rods of t}'o : boach in flve miles to

were more plontiful in Liiko Ontario than over in Genrgian Boy . Loft Lake Ontario
to come horo to botter his fishing, and other fishermen ciimo' horo from there with
the samo intontiori .

jl',-jV, Ohurch, I1lidland (page 260), »4ys ;--1n Lake Ontario whitofiak yearg :igo
rvero caught by thv thousands in- seines from, the 10tli October to Iet Novembor
Along the benoh at Weller's Bay and, the . Consecon lia , at Pro 'Isle alnngth e

--huvo--a_soiua;, _ a_ seiue__~s!ott]sL.gQt from 1000 to g ,000 vihitehsh art a haul,

fish would lao sl)oiled, they were taken so numerously, It was about, 30 years ago
times as maüy

-
üe 1G pergône elotining :nndenlting fish and ,

.
sometimes many of the--

Those fieh woro cleaned - and - ealted . i n barrele, Seine ownoi~e wouldhâvë eomé= -- __-

when they be n~i to drop off, thon when I loft it was not Worth, while going out
with n boat, they were so ecarco ;~'has known as wony t ► a 40,000_oaught in one seine
in July, That business is all gone now, not wortl,` oarry ing ' on at. all . As the flsh
gave out in Ontario I came up to the Georgian Bay to fish, ,and quite a few oth©r
tishornion left for there in the same way . I -

JosPp~ Çitnninqh~m; Midlâûd yi~gë 257)~ ënye-s--~I+`ï ahed in Lake;Untario-for
about 10 years but could not get onougli tomake a living out oPit, -and ' then came
up here to carry on -$shing ; caught white8sh in .Lake Ontario off Amherst Island,
something like 1,900 at a haul at drst but got very 1©w later on . Both white8eh and
trout became source from over8shing Lake Ontario . --.-

xavi
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during the close sc;ason . The only whitefish caught now are spearlcl about Big Bay
Point .

low fishing al --1 tho-year rouncÎancrtT~ieir Iirrvest ië~ïiîing~^ flio:.ôloao soi~sôii,-Tliür d
was n ftroat deal of fishing at Midland, Waubuushono and Ponotanguisheno thi e `year

close seaeoti for whito6sh And enlmon•trout should begin lot Ootoor and end 31st
Docember ; Lake Simcoo , ie bo depleted of flNh, from fishing in the spawning eeason
and ovorfishing, that it should bo o losôd against nets entirely, The hcko is too 'do-
plotod for fishing i n it oommorcial sonse.

- John .IHittes, Barri© (page 276) eays ;- Fourteon years ago tiehormon cocild
make lots of money catching whit0fieh, trout and maekino hg6 in 'the I.io--tho fish-
ormen- have one- elsewher©,--tho fiHhin i s_done;- - -The=Roine and- Snflk~ -Indians- fbl-

Johrt Stevens photo a.-tist; Barrio, (pago 271) ;-Rogar ;in the fleherioe of Lake
Simeoe as go depioted that angling only should be permitted .

Samuel Wesley, 42 yoars roaident in Barrie, publieher (1)a ►0 274) eay ;--Th o

16 salmon•trout in a morning in this bay ; now ;I might 8eh t~ or G- daya and not
catch one-whitefish and all flsh have déareasod,

~ilaxander B, .Mc1°hee, . ..rg istrar - of .:Barrie page .267. _:_Iu--1$62-I--aould ._catoh

(N .)-LAKE ONTARIO. -

From evidence given at 1Yanniltvn ,

The ealmon•trout and wh itofish were doatroyed on Burlington Bonah, Lake
-Ontario--downtowa rda Grim sby-by--soinosduring_tlio-eummer , .but ._thebiggQst ._ .p:crt_
was «it li gill-nets i n the autumn months whilci spawning. They were cnught out
by ovorfishin~ At all timos, including the spawning time, Ciseooe are not so numer-
ous as form9rly. -

. ~ - .
William Depetv, Burlington Beach, Lake Ontario (page 308) aays ;--In the

destruction of-the snlmon-trout and whitoflsh flshïng, thoso seines with 1-inoh bar
mosh in contre ~vore itFOd ; ---1iYhps e~ojrthousi~ncls of fish piled on the beach and

-.lefctlierô tiqépoil; "7.'h`o-lsislcitm8-down-to--cnt-whnt-+ .hdy-tivantod;'~-- -

destroyed ; the yell,ow pirkerol are gono also,

.Daniel_ 1KcC~tvyn, Burlington Beach, Hamilton (page 303)A :--Ciaooos and hor-
ring are wliï~t we fish for hore, Whito6eh and trout were in plonty in 1860 ; got 680
trout and whitefleh- iii one haut on this beaah - none at `all now ! none to niarket •

tent ; . they - çion'fi .çommancl uwei ht and jrioe as `mature flah• ; Two pounds Is the!
smallest ealmon•trout-t1~~t ehoü be cuug~, Theae iïrimatüi-ë fi-8h çntno froin the
islande in the _Gieôrgian Bay, and from all the - western fisheries in Lakes Huron,
Superior and Georgian Ba~• ; ~;nollingv~oQd and Wiarton are the great . eh~ppin~
pointe ; they are usually sent i n ~ane and July . They oateh a tremendous'lot of smnll

xxvü

==yenrs-ago ;-- .Large-az ►d - snlall-whiteftèh-were-tnkenz---Tha small onee were eo numor -
ous they were thrown Away. i n piles,-'on tho behc+h, The ftshi trg -wag destroyed by
oatchi»g in spawning time, overfi s lüng and-ktlling too many small fish ,

John Davis, Hamilton, fleh-dealer, gets flsh from all the lakes ; says the mesh is
too small .• Even from ' LakeSuperior, whéra the fish are abundant, they send down
bmall fleh . We get nothinj from the east ; all fresh water fish come from the we st.
These immature : fish are chiefly salmon-trout and whiteflsh: Legs than a three-
poundsalmon-trout is not wanted ; Immature flsh - . aLe una818able to . a 4ertairr ex-

,Tonathan Corey, fishorman Burlington Beach (page 311)~, says they 8shod on
Burlington Beach with , eeinea, .[-inch bar mesh-or 2•inoh .axton$ion, ttvovty to thirty .
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fish at Southampton and they ►mist have small nots . There must _ be a larger mesh
ordered for these la~{es, both for gill•nois and pound-nets . If ,this As not done the
fish will pliiy out, and nobody : .will-ue Ablc to- ..liv© 'at it, neither dealers nor fisher-
men . The trout a nd whitefish were vety numdroûs in Lake~Ontario all the way
down to Cobourg . Thirty years ~i;o you corlld not put a net in the wrong plaoe in
Lake Oilturio to catch fhyh ; none now to be caught, ~, The pollnd-net is the best

. Thero are a great mnuy fi sh destroyed in gill-nets . Fish are not fit for food that
have been lÿiüg ;deûd-- ;ïït t lioso n ôtë-~fol'--fourTor-five-days,~- T b cy-aro_ut ifit Tor-food
wlletlier; they are. hot'rin,~;s, whitofish or anything olso; The eiseoos are falling off.
To presorre - the fish closo settsons- are necessary, The fisll are not good then, and
shoul

' d
not be caught . To koop up my l'eputation as it dealer I will not handle such,

fitih . The public should be h rovented from getting such fish, and everybody will be
the bettor fbr it in the long run ,

Frederick Corey, Burlington I3oiich, fiehorni :i n 60 ye:tre (page 320);-éilye ;-There
was no law in 1840 to prevo ► t ôur fisliïii.; our seines with any s ►zed snedh, and wo did-
not know w hat h ►iriu we were doing in catching small fish . We caught many
thousilnds that were never used . They woro ulfit for use and were thrown away ;
We let, thom lio on the boncli . Those-littlo whitefish would not weigh over a quarto),
of' a -pou nd or half a pound. . The size of a mature fish was then four pounds. We
ti5hed all the year round for Palmon-trôut . Tho Ili-fit gill-nets were v ;ed in 1863,
l'ickorel were very plontiful ; we used to catch thousands of them with seines . The
pickerel were destroyed by catehing- in the- sp awning season . They were -~lways
c:utght in that soasou, So far as salmon-trout are concerned they are not in o:c-
istonce now, in the waj• of business . They wore all along the lake 40 years ago .
We fishcd all the j•ettr round .

(O .)-LAItE, ONTARIO .

Front evidence -z'afie►a at Toronto ,

,Vichael Doyle, fislldealer, Toronto (pave 267 ) says i-Ho ~deals in all kinds of
fish, The bi~;gebt part of my Nvliitotish .nnd salmon-t.roui calne lnst summer from
Collingivoocl;`sonle from Southainpton And Goderiolaand in the winter from Mani-
tobii and «'innilleg ; does not know anything about their tiôts, btit'knows they are
catching unln~vful fish And have been for years ; the department has been busy put-; .,
tin r in the spil~vn iutd the fiehorr.ton have been busy taking tlle~m up. They sliould
be prohlbite . from fishing for three years now ; if their nets were lawful the

y«•otild not hold those fish; Southampton is a great place for them, both small trout
and Vhitefish ; they come fiesh and cleaned and packed in ice Along with the big
ones ; there aro-more small ones than big ones ; TherQ is a larger shipping place
for these immature fish, but I forgot the name (Wiarton, I believe) . The salmon-
trout-wciuld- be from one pcund to one and a half ;-, the whitefish not larger than .a
good=sized lïorrülg ; thosô fish aro pot fit to be k"'9d ; they should not li e caught,
All kinds of fish should bô pPosorv©d while spawning ; when fish are spawning they
have noither taste nor flavour ; it is like killing ~, cow in calf ; there is plenty of
law, >_iut it is not onforced ; whitefish and salmon-trout have fallen off most . I
came horo in 1862, and fishornt©n would bring iii : boats loaded -with them down to
th " .gun~•alo ;"'thiswas-at_Toronto Island ; now they are only catohing the small
whitefish you put in from :ihe~lia~ehéri~s ;-they ha'vA falle»,off altogether, Formerly --
they brought so_manywhitefish and ealmon-trout wo could nôtgët`i=ootn•in>the market
for thom ; we used to ~ilo them up outside ; the3• glutted the market ; there wé piles-~--
outdido on the sidewa~k on the street ; 1ve bad so illany to sell here at one t{ me that
wo ilaü liberty to sell till Sunday môrning at 10 o'clook, the fish were that thick here .
The whitefish weighed 4, fi and 6 pounds and sold for half a . dollar a dozen ; th eenlmon-trout weighed 81 10 and 12 poundc, and were so plentiful they sold, for ~i0
cents each, ''here are none of these fish at all to be had now ; they bave emigrated
oi' sonlething has happened to them ; should like to see Lake Ontario get a chance

agviîi .



to see if these fieh would not aotumtlate anain, They catch ~n~all whit eflsh off the
island-the small, immature fish-(Mr, 'Wilmnt's fish), tho,t won 't stand ; are
young,,délicate and stnail ; theywon`t keep. The businesi~of the fishermen and

I

-Dawson W. Port, fiahermen, Toronto (page 202) ea3►K ;Immature white-
fish and salmon-trout Qo>ne to this nio,rket, . They are soft, l~flUhy and eaéily bruiHOd
and are to a certain e .ctentuitmarketnUle . Thay_at~e not , i►y saleable as ftill-grown

fish~eieftler will soon be at an en unlesFs proper regulations are uiadd to preaerve f3sh -
and preventing their destruction at improper times and killing .immature fish ,

fish . They corneprineipally from the Georgian Bay and Lake Erio for:the herring ;
and the head of Lake Superïor for thé''Kalmon-trout, A go,va `many of those small
fish come from Port'Arthur, There they get a lnrge .quiï ►itity of s,mt~ll whitefish,
and being vory soft th ©y of':ën aomo àrl:ished by the weight of ice in the packing.
Sometimes they are not saleable . If they corne flt'to sell, they are Aold from l cen t

- to 2 cents per lb, .less than proper sized fiéh. The emall herring are-not éaleable,
--If' ëola~li; a at greatiredi~eed ~~ail-flel~a~-ir<ïxed=u pi Ith-Y

big
v

fish when sent to market . The fishermon, .the dealers and the public:ut~e all
interested in~_preventing the destruction of those immature fish, This and catohi ►tg
fish at the spawning season are the two g'rent evils .'to be cont©nded with, White-
fish have fa llen off most by all odds, and sal mon-trout are not so pl©ntiful as
formorly, Whitefish should receive special protection. Lake Ontario prinoi pally
supplied the Toronto market in years past-Toi-onto and thd cast with whitefieh and
Nalmon-trout; They were caught in largo quantities, with seines along the shores
or about Willard's boach, or Toronto Ysland, tind at the eastern and western ends of
the lake. Noyv there- are ônly a very few brought to this market from Lake Ontario.
We depend wholly on the western lakes, :The speakled , trout-is gone, - so far as the
public is concerned . There are large quantities of flah destroyed by dying in the
gill-netà when left out for threo nights . This i$ caused by mon trying to handle too
many nets, and by storm7 weathe r. If not altogether spoiled, they are : gonerally
salted: They would be utifit - to sell as fresh fish . Lately the people won't touch
them . They are unsaolable,

Horatio John Bray, fish-deal .et-, Toronto (page 2J7)- : , Pound,-nets in salmou-
trout and whitefish waters should have fi-inoh,mesh in hotâ and the same in gill»
nots, We arenow getting fish too small to be marketahlo . Tho- really marketable
fish now corne from Manitoba.' A barrel of hprringsn su rar ' bnrrol---should con-
tain 350 herrings, 250 lbs . This would be a saleable fish, receive many barrels
more containing 600 and-700 herrings, and they .are not worth the express charges
when they come to the wrtirehouse . They are parfectly unsaleable . You may eell
it few for 60 ccate per hundred and dump the rabt. Large quantities of small her-
rings are used for mtlnure and thrown away. My whitefish supply now comes from
Port - Arthur, Lake Superior mostly, The Lake Ontario whitefish are only halt=
t;rown, The seines destroyed whitotishing in Lake Ontario . That was dône 14 or
16 years ago. Remembers some yeare ago theÿ put in whitefish fry from the
hatcheries over at Niagara . Afterwards the fishermen otiught them in seines,
I-Iandled pretty niuch all of them that wore shipped hero,, - Got $8- per 100 ; but
they shipped so many we had to drop it . They-were f~om to 1 lb. They haven't
had hardly any Hince, The speckled trout as a flsh for the public is about extinct
in Ontario.

.. William Montgomery (pagu .~$ll ) saya :-A gill-not in Lake: Ontario means a
hur'ring net . There are no salmon-trout, No whitefish bave been oaughtin thefall
for some years. Cannot tell when they spawn. ' The summer catch is not much,
'l'heciscoé is our best fishing, and they have gone away for the pre .~ent, Cannot
account for the falling off in the whiteflsh . All lie knoweds~tFi,-ey have disappeared .
Our 2=inch bar mesh is too largo, it will not catch the half•grown whitefish . The
herrings are deoreasing. , The scarcer the fish get the loss often we lift our gill-net s .
They are now left out about four nights and catch 4,000 . Three years ago we loft
them out two-or three -nights and got 6,000 or 7,000. , On account of the way the
fiehing is, has only his brother helping him and a°8-foot boat . Three seines

R%tY
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is the nxtont of the whitefish seine fishing now around .Toronto, The next seine is
at Fronchmiin'H Bay, down 20 miles from Ix+re, Towards Hamilton the Humber is
the firHt ., then I think no. more till you got to Burlington Beach, Hamilton . The
large catches of whitefish board of were quito 18 years ago .

(P .)--A .III•I(.'ANS FISHING IN CANADIAN WATERS .

Mr. Keys, who represented Sandusky fsh-dealers at the Detroit Internationa l
Fishery Conforonco 189 2 , siiid Boyond Sandueky -Bay strrings of gill-n©te reao h
clear over into the Canadiau waters and whether there is a close sensôn in Canada ~
or not, they run their gill-nets clear, across to Peloo Island, and they do not mak o:tny 00110S about It, "

_ .I+ ~ank Jack on, Port -Dovor ~pago 6 sctys :-Amerienn gill-not fishormeti __fi~lj__
within six miles of our C~tn adian s~ore, ot Cltty Point and Long Point ÎQland, Has
seen its many its five or six boats, tugs and g;1•not bontd, each fisli boat would have
a gang of nets 2,000 yards. The tisuiil mo,tAs nro Jund and July following the
whitefish, Thr.so hoatè hiiil from I~rio, Ponn,, on the oppôsite coast . This has been
going on for ton yenra . 1To Cnttitdtttn tvoulci be portnitted to fish in this way on the
Amoriran side of tlie boundnry lino, -

Capt. J. S. Allen, Port Dover (pt ige 11) says :--Amor;~ ;~~ s fish inside the na-
-ticiitnl bonndttry lino within six tnile;; of Gull Island,- and eastward from Clay Point -to Clear Creek ,

Henry Swan, port. 13nrwoll (pugo 28) Fays :-Amoriot;n tug- -bonts lie offClay Point., four or fivu miles out, and fiHh, the ltiko .b©ing flft,y_niiloH wie-tli_et~, that
would be twonty miles 1011 the Canndiztn sid© of the line .

iV, L'mery, Port Burwoll 'Qngo 2,-t) says :---Amet,ioan fishermen boast of fishing
in our wutors, Thitt is chiefly. çlono ab T .out ong Point Island ,

C, O. Bates, Clenr Creok (page 17) say.Q :--Lttst spring there was an American 'fihhint; tug tiahing foi, horring and blue ptolcerel within tt fow miles of our shore11111m An »iil .~u u, ; .l A \ R~1 .,, -!-J . It . ., . .~,• ~•• V~ •. v.v -„ n,b„~ Le~p,ng 'or sevorAt aliys. lian u> along-sicle of ihom and sntd :"1'ou r 30plo iire out of your eletrlent ." They said t~ey juKtc l tmu in to talfu some fieh out, they often etttne over ir l the spring,

waters within 20 miles of Port Stnnley, (lako 60 miles WI(Je) ; has seen thnm fishing

W. D. 13dtes, Rond-- .El ttu (page 34) says :-Wo run our smtill boat alongsid e

Capt.. John Ii;llfson, Poet Stanley (page 29) says :--Amorioans
.
fish in our

with t;ill•nota and tuge ;' lirte rt good ohititoo to see th©se A.moricnti ushing bouts pas-sing ttlong on his stoatnbotit routo - to Cl©velnnd ; it tihould not be allowed ,
Ira Loop, of . Iïingavilio (pngo 36) eays :-Amorioan tugs 4ross from Sandusky

and tuk© fish on board direct from Can :tdian nete, It would be impossiblo for someof the fishermou {o dlspose of thoii ' fish if those tugs did not come and take tlieni ,The tttas got a Iiermit to run one or two weeks and then they clear on certain days,They do not iarriuge uZ~on the lnw ; ic `vould be i "'Poss ible to make entry evot•y dayit is an irregulnrit,y, but tliey are portuitted to do tl,at ,
Tt' B. Black, iïingsvillo (pitgo 32) siLye :--Sotno Amerioaiis at the " OldIlen " tish gill-nets in Canadian waters, Capt . Post takes fiAh from it number ofCztnndinn pound-nets '41i. f. to S;tncitttik3-, .

of the Am©riotit3 tug, and just w©igh and sell to them . SometinYUs the tug oome sinto port---sotnotiynes r3he goes direot to the American port .
Cnpt, J, W. Post, : t~eaniington (page 61), »aye :-.--,Havo aeon American gill-nettuf;K on (

;unaditin sido of boundary line, engaged in lifting gill•neta--about'six miles
east of Pele© Island-•--should think they were herring nets, but a 3-inah mesb will

xzx
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Capt, John t~~raigie, Goderioh (page 89) saye s--Thore is one American tug of 26
c~r 30 tons down here fishing in Canadian ~,ator, '.Ph© int et ~~i p ai~t of thofitll we have
got to stop, and she can fish all she likos . This would be about six or seven miles'
from our shore ; this has also been done at the lake s about llrttmmond Island .

H, TV. Ball, Goderieh (page 113) saye ;--Thoro is great discontent among the
fishermen at the present time by Americans being allowed to fish in out- waterswhen we cannot fish in our own .

xo e _n_ e watoi .__^_

Ontario Fishery Commissioii .
catch ordinary whitefish and ocausionally a eturgeô.ii ~=iiAs seen American tugs takefish from Canadian fishernien- direct from the netq,,and' go direct to the Americanmarketa-~,-Sandueky and Clevel~tnd .

J

ï _ .

ohn• Lang, Port Huron (page 85) says :- Near Kettle Point, Lake Huron,
there is 10 miles squ:ii~o of 'rocky honoycombed spawning round, There is a grofit
r t i q h of flsh to this point. On these spntynin grounds the Amerioani con~e with
.their tugs rind pots and mon and - fish right t~rough our . close eo~tison, whiist theCanadiané .-tire keopin tbe close seaeoii ,_i g This fishing is wholly rn Cann;cllan ~vatera,'.Thie was done thg year by the Port Huron Fish Company . Tl~eee°American fishingcompanies olaim that by inetriintiocie from the United States consul at 8arnia theycould fish apywhere beyond three miles frotn tho 0anadiari'shores, These Amor,ican
fishermen, fished t- ight through the month (if November, They iYi4de a wonderfulcatch of' those pliawning fiah, and on account of the roughness of the season, g reat
quantities of those fish tivere ' thrown away as uni :~orohàntable' and many of thomtt d ' th

Capt . James Inkster, Goderioh (page 106) says :---There is an Ame,riean Ng
this season fishing in Canadian watoro at Kettle Point, Have aeon hor ,

(Q,)----BXT1tA0TS FROM ►,rWORN El VIDEN01: BEF'ORE tlïE FtyHk:Iit' COmSt[85ION ,

THE BLACK BASS .

LAKE EKfE,'E`rq .

William Grubb, lighthouse ke:eper, Leamington (page 40) t-Does not think
__ it right for sporting mon to angle for bass in the . close seaeon . They string th©m
and tow them about all day to see who catches m9t and thon at night throw them
away. Most of them are dead . Thig`tii'ilôiïo by Peleo Island anglers .

Phillip De.L.aTtrier, Point Peloo, fic+herman for 33 years (page 41) aays ;---
Blaok bass spawn from 20th June, through July .

Gilbert De4aurier, fishormitn 26 years, and fish•dealer Eï years, Leamiugton,
( !iage 38) pays :--They catch black Was largely at Pelee Island, They spawn
about Juno,

Ira Loop, Ii`ingsville, fisherman 25 yoars (liage 36) s.ays :-y-Blf:ok blaas, epawn
late in Juno.

W. R. Blàck, fisherman, Kingsville (page 311) says :-Large quantities' of
black bass are caught by American anglem at Peleo Ielaad . They are caught in
June when spawning, It croates discont©nt atnong .Lanadian fisherm©n ,

.Henr~ ,Stnith, Pelee Island, angler (page 45) sfiys c-Anq0'rag is carried on
on from 15th May to let June, and from'niiddle of October to middle of November .
They spawn from let June till July. TGey-catch from 40 to 400 per day. - FiKhing
is bettar.inTune .. If. the y in .June-it is better not to kill them: The quan•
tity ot`-flsh - is small to what it was formorly, They fish with one line and several
baits, They Aômetimee-cateh four at a time, but not often They have two or three
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minnows, a couple of flies, a apeon bait and three to five hooks : Thïnke pound-
nets have helped to destroy bass fishing, but has not seen'one lifted for five years ;
could easily see one lifted . Dooê..not know what they catch .

I,AKE $IJIQOE . '

Alexander B. liSoPhee, I3arrio (page- 267) dnys :-- .t3l ►lck bass should be pro-
tected for tlie benefit of the public generally . Would like to see the close seaso

n extended to the 1et July. Çapght onrlier, they are sluggish and not fit for food .
They are sliiggish even in August . Caught in proper season, prefers black bass to
any other fish .

Samuel Wesley ; Barrie, publisher (~~Agc~ 274) says ,---Blnek bass are good in
__ ,54pt.4nUor,'l'hç~y ilro_eleopy before 1st uly . The, close seus6n should be extended
tilt 1st July..

John Hines, Barrie (page 276) snys :-The 13uckskin- Club `frotn Buffalo colne
to the Severn River in the sulnmor : ► nd catch largo quantitiëB'of basa . The settlers
said they caught them in piles and lot theni lie on the rock, Some places were
stinking with tlsh, They caught them fbr sport.

GEORGIAN BAY.

Samuel Fraser, l.tid lnnd (page 231) :-Itogarding : blaok bass fishing, it is
carried on largely by tourists and r ►nglers who catch them in groat numbers and
throw a great ninny on the rooks to spoil, This -is done by cam ~ers out, prinoi-
pally. 7'hoso fish should have a .close gi►ardianship, They are . ta~en amongst the
isl :► nds tirhuro they ►ire not observed by the officers . These tourists are not of much
servieô to the localities to which they come, They bring their supplies and_
c :unh out ,

=J A . Smith, fisherman, M idland (page 23fi) :- -Bass will spawn in May, not
s~~ 1 ►iuch in ,ruiio, They may wi ►teh their beds and youn g in June and July, and this
would lo,icl to the impression that they were spawning then. Som of the tourists
who comc up here are very inji► rious, They catch more bass than they can eon-
s ►►nie, and fisli are loft upon the rocks to spoil--sheor w nnton waste ,

John Yates, fishermali; Midland (page 241) :-Tliôre has been great waste by
persons leaving black bass on the roolcs to epoil, Bass are a fi'sh that spoil very
quickly unless iced . A close season for bass should be thoroughly enforced .

LAKE oNTARIO,

Daniel .c1feG' :vyta, ,13urlin rton Beach, fis .h6rman (page 303) says :-Blaok Ws
are not nt for food In Jul yan August, they..spawn from May till June . They are
criu ;;ht in the summer when not fit to uso,--In July and August-it is waete to catc h
them in Burlington Bay bef'ore Noveniber . It is not the fishermen who catch them, .
it is tho sports, They are w.nsted, When fit ïor food they bring 10a, and even 12J0.
per poiuid .

William Depew, fishormen, Burlington Beach (page 308) saye :-To catch black
bitss in July and August is simply a waste of the fish . They are not fit to . eat . _
They do}-nflt spawn until June ,

Jonathan Corey,, Burington Beach, fif,iorman (page 3 1 1) eays:--Blaok base
r.re harcily good in Au U81 . A tirst-ratA dsh lit beptember, Oôtober and No~ ►embe ►;
lloes not think they should-be supplica to the public as food before September, .
~rtS people troll in the summer .and throw away the fish,
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Ontario Fishery Commission .

Frederick Corey, fisherman, Burlington Beach (page 320) éaye :---The begt time
to catch black bug is the apawning time. They make their spawning . beds 20th
May, spawn about 1st June, . Thoy,watch their young until they leave the bed.

John Davis, Hamilton, 8dh-dealer (pagé 316) says :-Black bass is a good- fish
and should be preserved .

TORONTO.

I
Michael` .Doyle, fidh-dealer, Toronto (page 287) says :•-Bass in, value côme next

to salmon-trout and whitefish, i f we could get them, they are the deareat,

.Datvson , W. ,Port, fish-dealer, Toronto (page 292) eaystBass are pretty good
-in- Sept4mber-and_-4otébert ibest.after . .thnt ; . .__TFiey_ are itot _ good in ep~ awning time,
No fish are good at spawning t i me. Black bass are good fièh: and Kliould be pro-
-sorved, Our customers will take them when in good aondition ,

.Horâtio John Bray, fish-dealer, 'Toronto (page 297) ;-Black base are in beHt con-
dition just as the ice leaves and they catch them with hook and line. They are more
valuable than whitefish, They are not fit for food in July and Auguct ; they catch
them in Junè: They shonid not be handled then, Could handle half' a ton a day
when they are in good condition, but do not got 25 pounds .

Daniel , McGwyn, &uli jigton Beaph, says :--Cisooes spawn frein 25th December
till the middle of January . Thoy have fallen oft' ;èonsiderably during the past fou r
or five years by being overfishod:too many nets; ~'l'hey are bettoi• atired than hei-
ringe, being a fatter fiah, They are caught from 1st Novembor until let Ma
They spawn in deep water on- weedy bottoms, about eix miles out, and are cRught _ _
in deep water, They do not come near the àhores, Two mon can handle 2,000
yards of ; gill-net ; 21-foot-boat ; that would be too much in it boat ; sonie use a good-
deal more ; sets one ° an of nets.and lifts one ; some keep three gangs, 6,000 yards -
in the water, but 2,000 yards Is enou~h for two mon to handle ; meshès 1j-mah bar ~

net out two or three nights before be ing taken up ; had them out twelve nights, and

the-tisli still good ; they live quite a while if notstrangled ; sômetimes lose neta, fleh
and all, in some yevere sta•nmri ; have had a clean sweep of everything ; do not fish

for ciscoes in May, June, July. and August ; they are too oily, and we would have to- .

go too far out to .oatch thom ; we would have to take ice, and that would not ray ;

December is the best month ; has quit eisaoeing ; they are gôiug the same road as
the -whiteflsh and salmon-trout ; they spawn all the year round, but chiefly in

January. ~ .

Willium Dëpetv, Burlin4 ton Beach (page` 308 :--Uaes a 2~-inoh extension mesh

the cisaqe is b_04 cured •- the oiecoe is a soft fish, and does not eat well ; fresh salting

for ciscoee ; clscoeR are in th© best aonditioan all the winter ; ~ they begin to get soft :
in May ; they are caught in deep water six to fifteen miles from the shore ; one fal l

they came within 200 y:~rds of the ehore ; they keep out beyond the white8ah ;`the

biggest part of the oiscoes spawn in February ; see spawn .in them In Novembor and

December ; the ègge are protty plentiful in the boats the latter part ,of January and

Fobruary ; they are a good deal botter flch than the h©rring, when they are cured ;

and smoking makes thém -harder ; oiscoe and herring are the same size ; both about

the èame value ; herring are more nuuc,erous and.can be sold fi.esh ; ciscoos arc being r

caught out, and are not so numerous as they wore £ormerly ; , they are over$shed ;
the size of the net 2~inah extension, ig alt ri ht ; it is overfishing that does it, they
are caught most numerously in January and February; they begin to spawn in

January, but inostly in Febxuary i thinks flshing in the spawning season has helped

to reduce thenm .
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Jo»athaft Corey, Burlington Beach (pag© 311) :--Fishes for ciscoes with a It to 11
bar meaHure meeh ,

John Davis, fish-doalôr, Iiamilton (page 3t6) s--Ciscoes are good Any time oxcept
when spawning. They are getting play ed out,

Frederick Corey, Burlington Beach (poge 320) .,- -Cliscoes have faileh off very
much of late years by ovorfiehing and catching i n the spawninf; season .

Williatn Montgomery, tishorman, Toronto (page 281) ;---E(r~~ , flow freely from
tho - eiscoo i n Novemboi~ and January ; Ieavo nets out now ovor foi-a- nights and movo
note- and lift about 4,000 ; three enrs ago.lifted some two or three nïgf~ts and caugh t
6,000-or 7,000 ; the searcor thg fish bet the loss often we lift. -

Dawson TV, Port, fish•dottler, Toronto (page 292) :-r-Ciscoos are always good
oxcoüt . .at apawning timo:-_. .___ ._._ . . . . . . . . ._ . . . . . : . . . . .. . . . . . . . . _ . .. . . ._. . ._ . .. . . .: ._ .__. ._. . .__ . . ._ . . . _ ._ . _ .. .. . . . . ._.__ ..~ . . ... .-_.

.Koratio John Ï3rccy, f3e1r-doulor, Toronto t-Si :cteon years agô bogAn to handle
ciecoos smoked ; way the Eiret man to Rmoke thom ~ :~t that time the niesh was 24
extension ; they have got it down to 2# and 21 . Tho fieh caught with the' 2~ meah
wro good ertlonblo fish, The Nil are getting so small it 3 ;> hard work to Kell thom,
If thèy,troro anything else but ciscoes they would not sell at all . The mublt should
be 2 ©actonsion, They are good all the yoor round, The do'Alore- don't want to
hanc le eiscoox frc►ni 1st June to 1yt Octoboi;'i'hey are a dolicat© soft fish and spoil
too quickly to be handled in the hot weather. The viscoe is a valuable marketable
fish and should be preservod. -

The ôvidoueo in dotail is herewith appended .

Respectfully submitted .

SAMUEL WILMOT,
Chàirntan .

R,DWARD IiAPIi,1S,
Commission~r.

OTTAWA, 1st-111nrch; 1893 .
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