Toronto, Mereh, /21900,

Hon. Navid Hills, .
Minister of Justice,

Ottawa.
Sir:-
I have the honor 1, trensmit the evidence token uwdar
Royal Coamnission besaring dete the 17th day of Novemnner,

1899, to inquire into ths conditions affecting the

Mining Industry in Rritigh Columbia, together with my

report thereon,

As a largs port of the ovidence is made up He

roper-to emvody in the
. \
first part of the Raport porticns of the ovidanes, and
Auouuents relat ing to the

docunents, I have thowsnt it p

matter s0 that o ful) undey-

staniing of the qwstion mey be hug without continual

reference to the exhibits, Vhers reference ig heeassary

hosaver you wil) fing ¢ full indes therate in the nick of

the volwne centaining the ovidenco.

Part IT of the Roport contuing anstrscis frem the

R R

avidonce of loading ming manegers and othors, fully

oxprassing their views upon tho situ,

IR e ety

tion, and which for

convenience of reference I thousht it-al'so proper to

Include in the report,

Part III relates to the Coal ?{ines.

Part IV containg o sumary of all t

he facts, with

& full statemoot of the labor troubles, and the endeavor

£ nade to procurs an wiieable settlement.

PART ¥, contains appendicen which will be convenient
E  for reference. :




-

Since writing the Repart I have buen advised that
the trouble in the Slocan Distriot has peen settlad,
the miners havdng gone to work at the scale of wages
contained in tho last offer of the Silver-Lead Mines
Association, but without formal recoﬁ%&tion of the Unlon.
I have no authontic information as to what hag taken
place since I retumed, tut em advised that a large
number of miners have come in from the United Stutes,
whether under contragh end in bresch of the Alien Laebor
Law, I am unable to state.

I have plaasure in stating that Mr. Horris dis-
charged the duties of Seeratary to the Cannisgion with
entire satisfaction,

I ewait your further instrustions with referencs to
the new conditions which have erisen since ny aguiry,

and nog to ve wivised 1f yen dean further iuvestigat lon

fn that resand, or a furthor of fork to endesvor to pranote
a bettor undorstinding botweon wiployors cnd cuployess
desirablo;~

I havo the heior to be,

Your edebiont servant,

o
7 Ué/{él%
.%—\
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PART T -- prull Report with quotations froem evidence
s other data relating to metallifericus
Mines and Kiniug, Pages 1l ~ 154

PARY Il -- Aostrauis fram the Bvidence of Mine
Managers, Miners and others having an
irportant nbearing on the situaticn,

Pages 158 -~ 302
PART XII » Coal Mines Foges 303 - 300

PART IV Sussayy. ~Pager 309 -

PART V.o Appendix
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Roger Conger Clute, Rsquire, Q.C.
a Comnissioner under Chap. 114 (R.S.C.) re Miners
end Mine Owners in the Provinee of British Celumeia.
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Recorded 21lst November, 1899,

Lib. 120 ¥ol. 550.

(mv ) JQ‘Gph PO}M.
Dep.Registrar General of Canada.

Ref. No. 48037,




(3a1.) Minte.
C A X &k D A,

VICYORIA by the Grace of mod of the United Kingdom of
Oreat Eritain and Irelend, QUERN, Defender of the
Paith, stc., oic., ote. |

TO ALL TO WM THFSR PRESENTS SHALL COMRE, OR WHQM

THE SAYT HAY IN OTHERWISR CORURRN,........GREETING,

WEERE'S it appears from a Report from Our
Minister of Justice that it has been presented to
hiin that there is a good 4-al of umrest and dis-
content amnng the miners in the Provincs of British }
Colwmbla, end a good deal of tension in the
selations petween theam and those from whom thay
receive employment, in regard, mmengst other
things, to the hours of lanor and the rate of
wiges, and t1e relations betwsen Miners and Mine-
Owners, and the Importation vy the Mino Owners
of Maorican Lavor under contrast, and that he
deems it importsnt and in the punlic interest that
all available infomation should e had upen the
following and cognate matters, that is to sayt......

(1) The presont number of miners empléysd,
whether they are British subjecis or aliens, and
the netienslity of those who are aliens, rvd whether
the number em;}loyad is incmning or diminishing,

" what number may fird wplwmmt erd how far the

ok mmmry spply of mining leborers em ve had ot
o the preseat time in the esutry,
. (2) T™he mmber of campanies thet huve bewn.

. %




I1I
¥stablished in Southern British Celwmbia, that
are actuslly engsged in mining, the character of
the mining that is peing carried en, the amount ef
capital invested, the number of wen required to
eff iciently work each, and the influemce of the
 present rate of wages; the present regulation of
_ tino, ond how far the sstual demand of the lasorers
will affest mining operations, critb.er in fho dir- o
ection of preventing an adequate supply of workmen,
cr in stimulating mining industry, or whether,
}f at all, the effect of any demand made would be
to materially interefere with mining development
in the Province of British Colmbla, tie mumser of
laborers imported from the. United 3tates under
contract by the Mine Owners, the effest won the
working of the minéi sinze the impoitatim of
miners, and all circumstances connocted with the _
ivportation of foraign lanor.

A WHERRAS ve deen it expedient that inquiry
under oath should be made with respact to th§ -
matters and things afors mentioned and set cut md
cosnate thereto; , .

| NOW KOV YE that We, by and vith the sdvize
- of vur Privy Comncil fer Canada, do, by these
* presents, neminate, constitute, and sppeiut,
Roger Consor Clute, of the City of Toronte, fn the
Previnco of Ontarie, ene of cur Comsel Lewrned
in the Lw, to ve Our Sosaissimer te fnquire -




v,

into, investigate and report upon the sald mattars
and thinges hersinvefore mentioned and set out,

and cognate thereto.

And we do herety, under the authority of the

Revised Statutes of Canada, Chapter 114, intituled

*in Aot Respecting In-rguiriesm concerning Puolic
' Matters , confer wpon you Our said Comissioner, - .-
the power of gummoning vefore you any witnesses,
and of requiring them Lo give evidence on oath,
oralis, or in writing, or on solem aff imation,
if they aro persons entitled to affim in civil— -
and to produce such documents and things,

Our said messimer ghall deem requisite

matters,

to the full investigation of the matters into

“yhich you are herevy appointed to examine, inquire

into, and investigate.
To have, hold, exercise and enjoy the said

office, plage and trust wnto you the said Roger

' Conger Clute, together with the rights, powers,

- privileges and asoluments unto the said office, plase

and trust of rxg\t and by law &ppartainins daring

plouum
snd We do herevy require and direst you %o
report to Our Minister of Justice the result
of your investigution, together with thg evidenos
taken befors you, md sty epinion you mey see .
te express thareen, ~
I¥ TESTIMONY mm, ‘Q, have eaused these |




4“"

v.

®ur Letters to ve made Patent, mnd the Great Seal

of Canada to be hereunto zffixed, - Witness:
Our Right Trust and Right Well-veloved Cousin, the
Right Honocurable Sir Giinert John Elliot, Rarl of

Minto and Viscount of Melgund of Melgund,Cownty

of Porfar in the Paocreye of the United Kingdom;

Baren Mimto of Minio, County of Roaburgh, in the

Peoroge of Great Britain, Raronet of Nova Scotia,
Knisht Grand Gross of Our Most Distinguished Order
of 3t. Micheel and St. Georme,cte.,etc., Governor
General of Camda‘.

At OQur Government House in Gur f}’ityhotr Ottora,
this Seventeenth day of Wovember, in the year of Our
Lord, ona thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine,
and in ths Sixty-third year ¢f Our Reian‘.

BY CO24AD,
(3ad.) Joseph Pope,
Urnder Secretary S State.




REPORT OP THE COMMISSIONER IN RFLATION 10 MINES AND
MINING IN BRITISH COLUMBIA,

To the Honourable Duvid Mille,0.C.,
Hinister of Justice,
Ottava,

The undersigned Rogor Couger Clute have

ing been duly apppinted oy His Xagellensy the Oc¢ver- -~

nor General in Council by a Camnission dated tie
sevanteenth day of Novembar in the yeur of cur Lord

One thousand eight hundred snd ninety-nine, issued
under tha Great Seul of Canada and under the
.provisions ol the Revised Statutes of Cunada

(abpter 114, a Commissione.s to make enquiry imto
gortain metters meationed in 2aid Comission, shich
Sets forth that there is a good deal of wmrest |
and diseontent ameng the miners in the Provines of
British Coluseia and o good deal of tension sstween |
them and those from whem they receive exployment

in regard umongst other things %0 the hours of
lavour and the rate of wges md the relstiend
totueen miawrs arl Rine demere ank the lspertatioe
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vy the mine owners of American lanour under con-
tragt, ond that it is fmportant in the punlis inter-
est that all available information should ve had
upon the following and cogate matters, that is to

suyt-

(1) The presont number of miners auployed,
vhether they ure British subjects or aliens, end the
national ity of those who are aliens, and whether
tho nuiber employed is increasing or diminiehing,
vhat numbor éxay find amployﬁsant, tnd how far the
necessary supply of mining labourers con be had at
ths present time in the gountry.

(2) fTho number of Coaspsniss that hava been
established in Southern British Colusbia that are
sctually engeged in mining, the charaster of the
mining that is neing carried on, the ancunt of cap-
itsl investad, the mmbder of men required to offiee
iently work each und the influencs of the presest
rate of wages} the presont mgulatién of time, snd
how fai the astual demand of the lancures will
affeot mining operations, eithur in tho direstim 41
—— - —— —preventing-en sdequate sipply of workmen, o In
stimul ot ing mining industry, or vhether if et all,
the effect of any demand made would be to materially
interfere with mining developmant iu the Frovines
of British Coluadia the mumber ¢f loperers im-

. ported from the United Statos wnder eontract by
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the mine owners, the effeet upon the working of
the mines, since the importation of miners, and all
circumstances connected with the importation of
foreign lavour;~

and your Comissioner having veen instructed to re-.
port to the Honourable the Minister of Justice the
result of such investigation, together with the
evidence taken before him and any opinisy whié.h he
might see fit to express theroon, has the honour

to report as followst-

That in the diacharge of the dutles im-
posed by eaid Caaizsion I loft Toronio on Tucsday
the 26th day of lovauber,l899, aceaupenied by Mr,
R.P.Harris appointed to act as Seeretary and Stenc-
graphor to the Cmission, snd arrived &t Fernie on
Saturday the 24 of Decemvor. There I visited the
eoal mines and emsuined nine witnesses in regard to
the rela:ibm axisting vetwoen the owners and the
nen, and left Percie the following moming arriv-
ing at Nelson the same eveninz at 9.30, On the
following day I had interviews with varicus persons
in Nelgon in regard to the situation, and having
learned thet a mosting of the Silver-lead Mines
hesocistion was to be held the next day(Tuesday,
Sth Devember) at Sandon, I procesded there. That
svoning I mot, by inﬂt-atioﬁ, at Szndon many repres-
entatives of the Silver-Losd Mines Assosistion,
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and later tn the avening attended a large wmeeting
of miners assexwled in the Hall of the Miners'’
Union, and thars resd the Comission and exbiahm‘.
{ts purport enil object. I received from the
Miners md Mine Owners assursnces that they would
in every way ossis® me in optaining t.he‘ information
devired. FRvidenco was tuken and twenty-one
witmaées oaunincd st Swundon. PEridence was algo
taken at the following plasesi~

At Silverton 6 Witnesses(Reprosent ing

that section ond also New Nenver)

At Blogan City 4 Witneoses
At Weluon 1
At Kaslo | 6 *
At a furthor sitt-
ing at Nelson 4
At Rosslaend 26 .
At Nenaimo 1\
At Viatorix 5 *
At Vﬁcomr 6 .

and at each place and on every occasian I had the
ready assistance both frum mine managers and
miners to enadle me to ovtain the information
required.

In order to got the fullest intornation
I allowsd any questions that wvere relevant 40 be
thhoﬂmﬁtwﬁwmonmmor 7
montagers with the result that differwnses were thus.
diseusesd in presemes of voth parties in a friemdly




o B
vay--, end meny points clesred up, and a batter
feol ing erented betwsen them,

Before deunling with the Labor troubies howsver,
it will be couveniant first to refer to othsr

matters covered oy the Ceomission,

MFPALLIFRROUS MINES Li SOUMMTRY TRITIS COLWBIA,

tho principsl metullifercus mines in Southern
Rritish Coluabia sre sithetod in tho Rust and West
Keotenay, the Boundery Creek, Ketile River and Yale
Districts. The divisions of the West Kuotenuy
distrizt are Slocen Mining NDivision, Slocan City
Uining Division, Alnsworth Mining Divisien, Neleon
Mining Divieion and Trail Crook Kining Division.
{See plans ApM&h A)

In these divisions ara situatod the prineipel
motull ifercus quarts mines, of which forty-four
have shipped more or less ore, Yale ineludes four
mines that have shipped ore} Past Kootensy one, and
Nlecillownst ene. Thers are many other locaticns
and prospects, more ox? iesa devaloped. fTo
indicate how numbercus are the lesatiions it may be
montiened that from Octover fith,l89l to Decawder
18¢h, 1699, there were 5,55 loeshions entersd with
. the Mining Resorder at New Dewver, wyon 4,57 of
which eertificates of work were duly recorded.

(See EXNIBIT *W*)
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At Nelgon there were eatered 9,640 sinca 1l3%th
March 1897,
(Ses page 416 of Rvidence)

The total mamber of locations in the Trail
Crozk District is 6,664, of which 1,045 were onter-
od during 1896 snd 637 during 1699 and for which
500 cartiticates of lmprovemsnts were granted,

(See PXHIBIT “A3<)

PRONDUCTION 0F WEST KOULERAY MINWS.

The total production for Keutaruy West for
the year 186% amounted o $5,042,975 of which the
Slecan division cantributed $2,619,6562; Trail
Creek, (including Roseland) $2,470,811; Nelsen
£594,650; Alnsworth $159,601; Yulo $432,512; ond
other parts $97,63l. The principal producing mines
in West Kootenuy as appesrs in the returns to the
Bureau of Mines,B.C., for the year 1898 are the

followingt =
Slocan Division 1896.
Nane of Nine No. of Men No. of Tens
The Payne 130 14,000
Slocsn Star 110 2,862
Ruth | 45 3,250
;. Last Chhnce 45 1,700
b sovereim 10 160

The Reco 2 80




‘Nemo_of Mine _ No. of Nepn No. of Toms
The Blueoird 8 : 65
Quesn Bess Campany 65 1,600
Isho Minas 45 400
Rembl ew 2% 80
Antoine 30 - . 380
Vancouver 35 300
Bosun 21 420
Cel ifornia 15 40
Troasure Vault, 25 20
The Millsr Craek Sampany 3 400
The Dardenclles 14 75

and o large numbder of vihor mines upun which d@wiop-»

asnt work was veing done and a considerable numbar

of men amployed, among which may te specislly ment icned
\\ti.he *Noblo Five® group.

Anavorth Divisien, 169

- Nemo of Mine -  Ho._of Hen,
Charleston 10
P imasak 8
Tureka 7
Pourth of July 5
Mollie Givson 4

~ Jaskeon 30
Sunchine No. 1 20
Trus Blue | I %)
Taritf M
Thitowster 9

33
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Trail Croek Division 1698,

Neimo_of Mino No. of Men.
Var Ragle — 169
Le Roi growp 230
Iren Mask v
Sunset HNo. 72 20
CLiif 15

Nelson hivdsion,lo%.

Athabasca 50
The Rall Mines 160
Poor Man 14

It must ve bome in mind that o largo nuanber of
vory veluuble mining "propositions® i.e. prospecte
in course of develoyment are not included in the
Returne for 1896, for instance, the *Centre Star®
at Rousland, one of the most veluzhle mines in the
country, upon which has teon spent a very large
moumt of money in devel opment work, tut which
had not cammenced to ship} and the "Yulr Mine® in
the Nelson District, the "Welelield” and “Mumily
Faith® near Silverton, and a mmver of cthers same
of which will be referred Lo hereafter.

At Camp McKimney there are sbout 150 men
enplored st the following mines, the®Caribeo® -
the *Fontanoy® - "Wuterloe® - “Minve-haha® -
*Orenite” - “Benner® - Kamloops® - *Sailor® -
“Nettie L '%mnm:;‘;- *Delopin® - Ypmsoth® ané
“Pendera”.
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- In the Bomdezy Countyy there sre the Winnipeg-
Golden Crewn - Snowshoe - (3old Drop - Know Hill «

and Ironsides. Oranby Smelter Company - Clty of

Paris and Liucoln - Majestic - War Fagle (Rewndary

Country) Monarsh - Last Chanee {Roundary Country)-

Crescant - Skylark - King Solamon - ‘lig Copper -

~ Morrison - Mother Loda ~ Buck Horn - (allcondas
Republ ig- King Mining Co.- Ruth Mullen - The Jewel-
Enterprise und Anchor, and muny other prospects and

mining propesitions, representing en invesiaent of

batwrecn two snd three millions of dollars, snd empley-
ing vetweon five and six hundred mon.
The following {s ~ list of the prinsipal mines

giving un estinuie ¢f the smount invested and the

numner of men employed, covaring the prineipul
mining districts in Southorn British Columnia.

Name of Mine Amount, invested No, of Ma

Te Roi (Aritish
Mesrisa Corporation
Limited, including
the Le Roi, the Rust
Le Roi, ths Weut le
Roi and the Colwmbia
Kooteney Nining Con-

an les Linit ‘ :
fmm 5 W2 8,1% ,75) a23
War Bagle and '
Contre Star - 3,500,000 0
The Hall Mines 1.td. 1,541,5% «50
The Payne iining Co. 3,000,000 150

London and British




Duncan Mings Co.

Thae St. Pugens Consol -
idat ed

tThe Idsho Mines
the Athatasca

The Methor Lode ami
Smelter No. 7

Cansdian Pacifiec Ru-
ploration Campany

Boily Rdith

Hestings Vwploration
Syndicate

Nelson Copperfieldu Titd.
Wekefiold

the J.1.Willisns
Syndicute

Witica growp
The Jokor Mine
The Mollis Civson

Witewctor

Jaekson
Aatoine
R.S.Lee

Last Change

452,102

600,900
400,000
109,000

300, 000

250,000
125,000

100,000
100,000
160,000

170,500

650,000

60,000
200,000

600,000

600,000
200,000
150,000

150,000

500,000

shut dowm
would regui-e
5

41

140

368
shut down

will require
60

45




The Noble Pive
The Sloemn Star

Minnasota Silver Co.
snd Sunshine Mine

Sloean Kilo Co.
(incluling Skylark,
Reindesr, Smuggler
group,eta,)

Brandon

Winnipeg Mine

Arlington Mines

Dundse Mining Co.

Snowshoe

Gold DMrop

Knob Hill

Granby Smelter Co.
ineluding Smelter

Majestic

War Bagle(Boundary)
Morarch

Deminion Copper Co.

250,000
175,000

450,000

190,000

199,000
120,000
700,000
96,000
50,000
50,070
500,000

400,000
100,000
100,000
75,000
60,000

Shut dowm
32
87 when
ghut down

shmt down
will {?’ uire

&l

150

8 888

will employ
300

and many other mining "propositions® employing
fram 5 to 20 men, |
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DIVINEND PAYING MINES,

On the 12th June lant when the b=hour law
cams inton foree there were in British Columvia
2% dividund paying mines, of which 15 zre in the
Slocen. The following is a listte

In the following list “S.L." mesns "Silver
Lead®; “G" "Gold® *G. & C." *Gold und Copper® snd

List of Dividends paid by the Mines of
SOUTHYRN BRITISH COLWBINIA,
Bompiled to June l5th, LG99.
MINE DIVIDEKDS PADD DISTRICT

Antoine,S.T.,
Caribeo,f.

e, G,
Goodenough 3.1,
Hall Mines,5.04.C,

1d 10,3,
Jagkson Mines,5.%.
--Le Roi, G.C.

Last Chance,S.L.
Monitor,S.L.
Notle Pive,S.).
Payne, 3. L.
Poorman, .

Reco, 3.L.
Ruth,S,L.

$25,000,00
248,000, 00
10,000,00
35,000, 00
160,000,099
292,000,00
20,0009
825,000,00
128,000,00
55,000, 00
50, 000,00

1,075,000.00

75,000, 00
250, 000, 00
120,000,060

Sluecan

Camp McK inney

Nelscn
3locan
Helson .
Slocan
Slocan.
Rosslend
Slogan

s oen

Sloa&n

Siocun
Hel son
S1o0un

Slocan




MIN® ' DIVIDMDS PAID  DISTREGS

Remol er-Carineo,S.L. £50,000.00 8lovan
Slogsn Star,S.L. 400, 000. 00 Sloeen
Surprine,S.TL. 20,000.00 Slocan
Two Friéldl,s.b. 20,000, 00 Slocen
War Fagle,®.C. 300, 000.00 Rossland
Wosh ington,S. L. 20,000,00 Slocan
Yhitewater,S.L. 194,000,00 Sioeun.

It will e noticed that the Contre Star is
not included in the above list, not huving «t that
time cawnenced to ship. It may be convenient here
to refer a;lso, for the sake of camparizon, to the
dividend paying mines in Washington and Idsho. They
are as {ollowst-
WASHINGCON,

MIN® DIVIDEINDS PAID  DISTRICT
Peer Trail No.2 $32,500,00 Cedar Canyon
Republ ic Cons. . 94,500.00 Repunl is

IDAHO.

Bunker Hill,ste.S.L. 705,000,00 Coeurd’Alens
“Cosur d'Alene 340,000.00 . .
Tiger Poorman,S.L. 20,0&0;60 . °
~ De Luuar,G.5. 2,846,000.00  3,ldsho
" Mapire State, S.L. 146,233.00 Comur d'Alene
" Granite,S.L. C¢3,40,00 ¢ °
Helens,®ricee,S.%. 475,000.00 * .

Standurd,S.L. 1,745,000,00 * ¢
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FUXURE OUTPUL. ‘

The followiag is a list of mines with the
tonnoge which it it estimated they will yddid
in ony year vwhen iha labor troubles have heen
settled and shixmatu nave boen resumed if no
unexpocted diffieulty a;lm to agein mﬁ: the
work. This estimate iz based in some cesen Om
ihe statement of mansgers, usually reduced in
order 1o be on a gonsorvitive basis snd wpon
various information considered to be relianle, and
18 ol leved to be within the marki- — -

Payno = - 12,000

Sloean Star - 4,200

Ruth « - - 2,400

Rogo =~ = 480

Sovereimm 360

Ajoa~ ~ = - - 240

Medisen - - - - 240

Last Chance © - 3,000

Nosle Pire -

Witewator 2,400

Jumksony - - : 6%

Matoine - - .- 240

Rempler = - }

Dardanelles - - - - 180

Uinneseta _ 300

Meniter - - 600

Quaen Dess




~1 60~
IMO---H-‘-*- 3°motm'
Yakima Sunshine 330

BIBU = = = wm === o 1,200 °

3
L]
3
¥
t
(1]

Vangouvey = =« » = = = = = 600 *
Wekotleld = = = = = = = = 1,200 °

]

“Gmawﬁ"0-"‘-n—-. 900U

3&1 ifomiﬂ’ @ » o % W o = wo »
Marlog o= =« =wo === 120 °
GN@‘?I& ?m @ o e s e o 1 ’600 [ ]

Lexdy Dist. (Arcow Taka) 40 °
Aaoworth Distriet - - « 1,800 °

Luvdt-Duncen District ~ - 600 *
Hollio BiLgon = = = = ~ = 3,000 *©
Horth Stor o = » = = = » 14,400 °
qt. Rugane o - == = = = L0800 °
Toks Shoxg =~ = = @ » = 1,800 ©

Micaollancgoug  » » = » o 420 *

t

dexing 8 total of 79,200 ttma;
The esperditure in connection with the miaing
of this oyo would I am inforusd pe ovur $1,000,000,
and if it were to be all emelted in Cuwnda the
vapmditure, most of which would be for labor,
either direst or indirest in the fors of fusls mnd
flux weuld be in the nzighverhood of #700,000, The
above 1ist refers to Silver-lesd Mines only, snd
"anes not include the Silver King wer of course sy

of the 4 nines ‘
sot " (Ses Dabinit"07")




For further purticulars of the vutput of the

Sloecun Mining Division for ths year 199 seo

Enhibit XY,

CAPITAL  XNVESTED,

- The wnount, of eupitud setuedly invested in

» mines in 3cuther British Colunvia exceods

Sl $50,970,000, This 1 think & conscrvitive estimato,
end does not include the ewpanditure for Reilways,
Stewnbouts, Bweltors, Ao, ALl Intimetely roloto

to the mining intorost.

HIEABIR OF MINFRS MPLOYYD,

The prosont number of mincers auployed in
Britich Colwabia gould not bs zscortained with
absolube egewrasy without visitivg ovory individe
uad mine end prospoct in the Provinee, tut from
o}l tho duta vefore me I wn of cpinion that the
number auployed on the let Jenuery,1900 in the
mining district (coal nines excepted) ineluding
carren, muckers end labourers in Southorn British
Columbis anamied to .oout 4,500 men (7) of whom
two~thirds work underground.

In endsavoring to assertain the proportion of
British subjests to aliens, the camparison of deta ™
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obtaincd from different sources becimes nsceseary in-
astuch as it was lmpossiole to cscertuin from esch
inGividusl miner his metionslity. In the Rossland
Mines tho mon epeted thelr nationality to the
foramon, wxd the result is given wwlow.  Informe
ation way reseived from tho Miners' Union, whers a
rocord 1s kept of each individual memver. I also
ageortained tho numbor of miners upen the VYotera
Liste wnd mede inquiry of the virious mine managors
and other witnesses who cumo veforo me. The result
of u campurigon of the varlous stotancnts and data
obtoined leads to the conclusion thit st the prasent
time in Slocun District wout 60 por cent, end

in the Trail Croex District obout 45 per gont exe
Rritish subjoets. The Presidont of tho Rosslend
Union suys ‘het of the 1300 menners 70 per count axe
Aritich subjocty, but upon sn actunl cowt of the
men working in the Te Roil group end in the Yar
Fogle and Centra Star 1 em satisfied this is on
ovor-cstineto.  In the Le Roi grovp (Rritishe
Ancé#icuan Corporation) of the totel number of men
agployed, when the cGimt was mude, 250 vere Britisa
subjects; 248 Auericsn citisens, 1 Dane,

Ital ians 10, Pins 10, Norwegiens 2, Gewmans 1,
Augtrisns 1, end Swedes

In the War llaglo an actuel cownt resulted in

the followingt~ British sunjeets 285, United
States citisens dorm or naturalised i,
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Italians 7, Germans 3, Swedes 2, French 2, Pins 2,
Laps 2, Austrians L, Swiss 1, totul O%.

In the Kettle River country from &) to A0 per
cont are said to be British subjects. Mr.Prencis
Colwell Robbins, ikanugor of tho Daainion Depper
Campany thought tho greater proportion of winers
in the Boundary Country were foruignors, He putp
the number of Rritish suojests &s low as 10 por
eont.

According to thae ovidence of Mr. Crosgonla,
Genoral Menogor of the Hull Mines Canpany, of the
126 won et the minea, 92 are Writish subjects wnd
38 ore ol iens.. The result is thet of tho totol
menoor ciployed In minea loas thun oneshulf sre
British subjects, and this proportion must be very
congidoranly reduced beforae it would ipply to ths
skilled minovas Of cliens ¥ should say that ninoe
tenths ave Avoricsn eltisons; e considerabke numer
of vhan ore not native porns 0f sliens other thun
Amoricans, the largsr number aro Swodes,?ins and
Ital {zns. The numober of aliens working in minos &t
present in Britizh Columoin ie ruch lass than if the
mines wers worki.y the full camplement of men. /s
soon as the labour trouvles coumenced meny of the
mon retwmed to the United States.



NUMBYR 0F MFN RRQUIRED IN THE WITURE,

Thars i3 no doubt thst a very mush 1:.ger

nusver of men will be raquired %o work the mincs

¢t their full capasity in the near future. As W0
the exact numper g0 reguired only an wpproxinate
estimate esn vo obtained. In the Rl¢gem the var-
ious witnesses differsd as to the particulay number
of meﬁ required, some witnessges stating the muber
as high as 3,000, of whom 1500 at least woukd ho
underground; other witnessos put ths number at
from 1200 to 2000, with an Increasing dewund.  One

witnoss statod that in the Boundary Country four

timss the numver of men now aaployed would be

vequired within o yeer. Mr. Poraard Hashonnld, Kone

agar of the Lo Rod &roup seyw te

*1 would say that the Jonle und No.d are now
instelling noahinory cod vorking a very gnel)l foree

m that aceouniy sftor tho Instellsation of the

meghinery they will eploy five or six times the

forge now on the py roll.

0., What 10 you say ag 10 vhather or not there

are sufficient British suwjects vithin the Province
to supply the coming demand for campetent miners ?
A, I sm quite powitive there are not «mo\uh men
in the Previnc§, campetent miners to supply the
demand; there are 2,000 nesded at the Sandon mglcn
and I think next sy this caip can employ
one-third more them at pm. | It takes & £003 RAY
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yeurs practicel ewperience to make a miner. ,

Q'. Frem where tnen would the supply come if the
demand is to bo met 7

A. Fram very neny mining centres, from outside
the Province.

Q. And could you say where particularly ?

A, Vell the United Statos first, and a fow might
cane fraa Nova Scotia and other anell mining
contres in the Lake of the Woods District,Onturie,
and fran Rurope, end sonie fram the Austral ian
golonlos.

0. Yhat offcet, if eny, would the westriction
of trained miners veing brought into the country
heve uptn the devolopasnt of the country ?

A, It would restrict the devolgpmant of the
gomtyy.

0. To eny gront ostent 9

A, Yes, I think it weuld soriously restrict the
ﬁwesleﬁmnt.“

In the Var Regle and Centre Stev, whore, intil
ﬁha rocent shut down, 490 men were wrployed, the
Monszger stated thut “in the futwre wo hope to have
work for from 750 to 1,000 men.” Having regard to
the large mmoer of mining "propositions” under

development, the preparstions slready made in meny
of the mines for sn ineressed output, the rwpid
development of the Boundary Coumtry and Kettle
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Districts, and aesuming thit the set bask cecusimed

by the lanour troubles may be overcome within a
short tire, 1 think it muy de safely stated shat
at loast from 3,000 to 3,000 moro men will e
roquired within the neat two years in the mines in
Southern Aritish Columbin than were employed on
the lst Januvary 1900. This inereass in the nuwter

of men who moy find eupldyment will, howsver,

undoubtedly depend in no &mll dsgres upon the

early settlament of the lavour trounles,

PRUBWAT SUPPLY OF MINING 1, ABOURFRS,

I @ of opinion thet hatl ¢l tho mines veen

working tholr full capacity there would not heve

been & sufficient supply of minors nd labcwsys

to maet the demsnd on the lst of Junvary,1900,

Meny men hed loft the Sloecan o% the cuwmonsouent of

the lubour troubles and had not roturnad.

Neny

of the mines had mods provision for o largely ine

orsused output, end for that purpose would require

more men.  Thers would not huve bewn a sufficient

number of men for all the mines to huve resumed
operat ims at the sume time within the Slosan
District. Doubtless many of the miners would hawe
returnad, and many nev miners would have eame inte
the distrist m the settiensnt of the lmdeur
difticulty; so that it sgrement had been otap
9 netwem the miners cod the mem fn the Slesm
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District within u camparatively short time o
~sufficient numver of men would probunly have come
into thut section of the country to meet the demand,
It tust be borme in wind, howsver, thet thers {3

a great expansicn in mining development in the
Yestern Jtatos. In reforence to this point Mr.
J.B, Hastings, until recontly Genorel Mensger of
the War Bagle end Centre Ster and still cunsulting
Fnginger of tho two Campanies, and wlse of tha

St.Ruzane Consol idated save:-

*Q. Are there enouwgh in Rritish Coluvoin t0 med
the demand of all the mines, including yours ?

A. I ¢o a0t think so.

Q. Vhat {g the remedy 7

A. They must cemo frem ssmoshere, oither the
Unitod Jtates or Bastorn Canada.

N. ALl tho miners that are so culled, ocr
they gnod miners or ame thay boginmers ?

A. Meny of them are bsginnors. The demund for
miném in the Western United States, vhich iz a
source of supply, has been very briok, 80 much
80 that in respense to mvitéf;iens that I sent to
mining men in California end Michigan wuggesiing
thet @ocd men could find steady emplzyment at from
$3.00 to 24.00 per day, met wi%a no respones for
the stated reascn that they found stealy employmnt,
thoush of course at lower wages than they would
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have hers.

Q. %hat weru the wegos thoy were receiving ?

A, The average, I think, was $2.50 per day.

N, Wes that in Califomia ¢

Ay I think $2.75 in Califernia anl 82,50 in
Michigun,

0. That 1s for hommersnen 7

A. That is for mochine mon. In order to mect
the growing denund we mwdo a practice of toking
the most sctive of the lmomrﬁ or muckers and
putting them on machines.

N, To what extent hus this cusian peen adopted
or followed ? |

A, In the ¥War Rugle and Centre Star judging
from reports of ry foreuan I think 200 huve boen the

advenced.”

Mr.iroy, the present Mansges of the War

Ragle and Contre Stear swyat-

*Fhers has always boen a surplus of unakilled
labor and & shortago of skilled machine drill miners
These are greatly nocded and tor want of them it
has hitherto baen necessary to suploy a number of
men who sre not competent for this perticular work.
This is becsuse sach smelter mut have a gortain
minisun tonnage in order to operate at a MMO
cist, The mine's production swst reash thie
minimm tonnage and, failing to do s, the melter
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*and therefore the mine supplying it must shut dom.
The mines have continved to operate in this

uneconamical way in the endesvor to build wp &

camplete force of skilled muchine mon. They cen-

not continus to do so und still less cun thoy en-
iarge their operations without a supply of such men.

,, It tukos years of exporienca Lo make a skilled

R miner, @d his work is worth good puy.

: The mining canpanies here are annious to
secure such men and t0 make it worth thoir while
to rsmaln, Yt is well understocd thet tho only
sourco of supply is the United Stutes. FEastern
Ceneda eanmot furnish them bscuuse of the distance,

the limited nuwibor of mining districis wnd the

fuet that a withdrewal of moen would injure these
districts.

The slicn lasor laws muke it impossible to

oring in nen, snd yot &8 & matter of fuct most

of those gscured have drifted in fraa the United
States. Tho effect of this restriction therefpre
ie %0 make a slow process out of whut night ve done
quickly and the industry sﬁﬂam frees the dslay.
The mineral souress of “ritish Columbis are the
basis for a grest Commonwesith which in the future
will ve el f-sufficiert end equipped with mining
skill of every grade. At present, howsver , with
a mmlil popuistion end a new mmu-y, 1£ is
inpossicle to develep repidly witheuy the eid of
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minery from the United States., Hatursl location
hay created a mutual industrial deprndence which
cainot e severed by & political line.”

Mr.Wood, General Manager of the last Chance
eayss -

Q. Wy reegun of tho mines vsing clossd, eould
you say how iy men wers out of employient ?

A, In tho Lest Chunce mine do you wean, or in
all the mines ¢

0. We will first teke up the Lust Chsnse.

Ae Woll, I showld suy at loast eishty msn. I
havo scconedation for eighty men und intended to
work that numper when the mine sturtad,

O« And how meny men all torcther in the Sloow
District, 7

A. Well, of courso, that would bo estimate on my
~part, 1 should suy twelve 0 fiftuen hundred.
© fls Would thuat me.-n miners amnd ull men 7

Ay Yesu,

. That would teke in what District ?

A. Woll, whon you cm» o ¢igure out ths men
mines would employ you would hava 40 go dom as far
a8 Whitewater and over as far as 3locen City, romd
apout Sandon, Three Forks, New Denver, Silverton,
snd I valiove there are some properties dows the
C.P.R. rollroad nesr Nskugp., I @ not '
asquainted over thers and uswaslly do net know hew
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many men the mines would esploy, but I should say at
least, if tho mines were all rmning, that at |
least fifteen hundred men could find employment,
probabhly raore.

Q. Since tho mines were shut down, how meny,
if any aliens were brovght in wnder contruct ?

A. MNons vhatever. Lo ot ey

Q. Of the men formerly in your omyloy you would /(/
say wero Reitich subjests 7

A. 1 could not say 10 thet, I rever ask o man
his naticnality nor his religion.

Q. Da you have ahy objactions to alions coming
in of their ow aseord ?

A. T do not. I wmight suy the Superintoandsut or
‘Poraven of the Last Chanco mine wu. sn slien
pril game mon that worked thers but I ¢wuld not say
a8 to the emact number.

Q. Do you know if sny 8l lens were browghit into
the sountry st all sincs the mines were closed dom ?

Ac I do not. '

Q; Would it te possinle for encugh allens t0 have
vesk brgught in to have observedly ef focted the
situation without you knowing it ?

A. I 4o not think it possible. I saw two men
of my own knowledge on the train when I was leaving
here to ge %0 Seuttle who had & oopy of that
resamendation fram the employment sgency e
Seattle, W0 cane herw md wore not enzuged Wy
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Mr. Tolmle und who were on their way to Resslend
from here. 1 could mot say whather they were
aliens or not,

Q; What offect upon the mining interests in
this section has the change a8 to the hours of
lebor had 7

A. Do I wderatand you to mean by that, the
cost of production and the cost of mining ?

Q. I wean its cffect in overy way as for as
you have onaerved ?

A, Well, by reducing the hours of labor it has
inereased the priee of production and devel ojment
by at least twenty-five per cent, providing the
pano wogos wore pald for eight howrs as was
formerly paid for ten. It hes hud the effcet of
keoping cupital ocut of the somntry. fThat Y know
pereonally.

0. To what amount within your personsl knevledss.
I dontt mean personal or private interssts,

A.  Avout $100,000,

0. And in the meantime whst effect upon the cut-
put of the mjne ?

A. ¥ell, the ocutput has besn greatly dev:;mm;

N, Have the shipping mines been produsing any ?

A. All T can say is that onr or two mines aave
toen shipping & little on; You can get the momt
by referring to the custon office at Kaslo, Mr.
MeIntosh- I know 80 {ar as the Last Chance

LI Trwe
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Hine is smeemned thut we have not shipped a pamd
of ore since the first day of .Tmo,lsw;

Q; Vaat were your shipments prior to that ?

A, Vell, they aversged or they ranged n@ther
traq 100 tons up to I think about 600 tonw, the
moet we evor shippad in sny one month,

Qs High grode ore ?

A.  TPalrly high grade oro.

s Hah you at ony iix’r\a eny difticdlty in odbtain~
ing the aftequute nmumber of men 7

Ao At tiwes, And ot tines agein men seeved o be
vory plentiful and at othor times geemad to be
8GLYCO,

Os  ¥hoto 18 your opinion 4f you ean form ons 88 to
whothar or not if the mines were running full
capusity there would be o sufficient supply of
gkilled uiners of British sunjecis or Cenadians
to meot, the desand ?

A. Well, T don't think there would pe of Writish
aubjemw; A great many of the méners have bhecowe
patural {zed the paet few months syt if they were
the semo as thoy used to be there would not ne
snough 40 work the mines. T don't think there

would bo ever engugh.®

dr.J M Bonedum, President of ihe Silverten
Union sayws-

*0s  Are you sufficicntly eemversant with the



ozvo

numpsr of miners in southerm Tritich Colwsole, the
Slocun District, to say whother or not, if the
mines were all started up now, thore would be
sufficimt supply of lubor to meet the dewan.i ?

A--If thay were started up to their full capoeity,
I do not think there would be enoush len.

Q0. How meny miners do you &stimate would bo
required in the vhole of this district, thut is the
Slocrn District, including this district ?

A-=Someshiore botwecn LOC0 and 2000. I think if
minas were fully worked, if thoy were ail working
their full eapusity thay would uiploy thet nuuber,
pronebly as thoy ordiarily worked thaa thoy would
not, voquire roxe thun one-huli that nuavoer.

0. Aud how meny ninors do you suppose there
aro now In thot sens district ?

A.  You moan teking in Sindon end Slocen City ?

0¢ Yous

A. I do not think thore ore uny loss thun 1,000
propunly enout 1,000,

Qs If waore were mqu}red where vould thoy
provebly eoma froam ?

A--¥all there is a surpins of miners in Rossland
and the Boundary Comty. I think & large supply
would come fram these camps. [ think thst in
order that it would s necessary for men to
coma in from outsaide that they would have to
work more fully then they have. If they did that
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there might not ho enoush men in Aritish Columb ia
to supply the duwand bt ag all tha minss have
nover been worked wp to their ful} capagity at eny
one time I do not think that any specisl effort
would heve o bo mody upon tho yart of the mine
owmers to got men. If the men inew ths trouble
was ovor hore thoy would soma in of thoive owmn

accord, ¥

COUMTLINIS AT NFLSOY.

The principsl produeing mina j.n this sect ion
i3 the *Silvor Xing® of tha Hall Minas Caupuny.
Tho output fron lat Octonar 1097 to Soptewvor 30th
169 wos 53,470 tong; from Octobor lat 15386 to
Joptemor 30th 1659, 50,757 tons.  Tho pay roll
for the yorr ending 30th 4 Jtcabar 16% wag
FEL2,405 fran 1ot Ostonor 169 0 Lot March
1691, 8102,143; wnd froa the Lst 2041 1699 Lo the
J0th Septemvor 1899, $66,220, & falling off of
814,000 in six monvhs. Mr. Uroasdelo, the Quneral
Monugor, when cskod to recount for this fulling off,

saytile

*Q. How 40 you sssowmt for ti.e fulling off 7

A: Partly by the shortoning of the hours of
ledor.,

Qs What proportion do you attribute to the
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shortening of tho hours of labor, tike firet the
output ?

A, W wore not ableto get a vufficient number
of msn to work; good ien wers veiy scarco;

Q; Although you wero puying the ssme for 6 hours
as for 10 ?

A. Although we were puying the sune as we
aid pofore. Tho value f the output fram the
Smeltor for the yesr wmdlng 30th Septawer 109
was 87035,347; from lst Jetovor 169 to $kst March
1699, 1t was §%00,924; from Lot April 1699 to
Septanvor B0th,1699, 1t w. 4 only $379,%086, ¥
That fulling off 18 vory nearly 20 per cent Logs
for tha last half yeur. That is vory largely

attriouteolo to Slocon Vining tvounles.®

The wegon peld at this mine wore tho suw

wdor the U<hour low as formoerly, that is $3.00

for minors, wnd 82,50 for garizen snd othor
lahourers. The troublo in the Slosen, shut out

from the Smelter the custaas ore want fron there.

‘the Athaoasce, situated u short distance

Srom Nelson, 13 a gold quartz mine, and has a
stawp mill with a capacity of 400 tont a month.
Under the 10-hour dey, miners wore paid $3.30 and
other men at the mines 33.00;‘ The chenge at the
time the B-hour law cmae intc force is Qeserived
by Mr. Foll,General Monsger, at pese 390,
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°Q. At the time of the change of hours would
you give me en outline of what took placs st your
mill} how was the matter adjusted 7

As On April lst. I received a notige frum the
Mines Inspector at Rosslend, to adopt the € hours

system, end wa Qid eo, and medo no chunze of \mge;
I hed not really 24 hours notics avout the change of
hours, und wo confomied o tho law without eny
chango in wiges, Soon ofter that wo wore informsd
that, the law wag Lmiporary ond we returned to tle
10 howr bavia o *hen we roturned to the 10 hour
brsis wbout 25 wen left but we fond nar to toke
Uwisr pleces without vory much trouble. No amounuee-
m2nt wes made i *he & hour low would come into
foran an June lst. On Moy ~Uth I told the mon
that we vars edopting tha 6 hour sysica on June
lakj thot the wosos would va $3.00 for minore,
R2.80 Ler lovosors, tnd that we xodused tho rate
of bosy” trea $7059 to 85,50 per wook; The
matior way dicsusasd at a wooting hetwoon nysolf
and all of the man in & conference and Jt was about
June 13th that the wouncement was made that
several men would leave. Thay vsked for a
$5.50 rate for woord, and I told them that I
thought $7.50 wae endugh, and that ot or within
24 hows practlcally the whole of the force;;;
down hill, Pour miners wora left and some
sarpeters and other men. In sbout 10 days' time
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epplicaticns for work ocren to come inl. ¥ kept
the mill going vith what men we had, and en let
July we had avout 25 men working in and anout the
mine. On the lat August woe hod about 50 and {rom
that time on wo have had all the men '.-.'c.hz,hve

“”&ntﬂd . *

Under tho olJ law thiis mine worked two shifts
of 9 hours each. The Manager is not aole t0 state
whaothor more or loss work is dona undor the & or
9 hour shift. As w the supply of miners »t hig

particular mine he sayst-

"A.  Our exporicnce at present is thetl thors 1s
i Jorge surplus of men, vut of course conditicns
now are souswhet unusuals  We have refused work
o about, 20 men in less  then 3 doys. Thers vlwwye
hes neen In the suaicr fine s scorcity of lenor
heros My onperience 1s confined to tho lust two
yours and lust yeur thers ws ¢ ccuralty of miners
during the swwuor tino.

Do you think thare sre cnough British suo-

jects in Britigh Columbia to mect the dewand ?

Ao Well we nover enquire w8 to whether a men is

& British sunjact or nots I should suppose thers

were not enough British subjscts.”

It will be seen that by the reduction of board
gt this mine the sdjustment made would be about
$3.25 per day for miners.

E)
0
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CONNITIONS AT mnmaram,

The "rock ﬂxrou@xdut. this district differa
from that in the Slucen, in veing harder and the
ore speaking gonorally of u lowor grade. The
rasult ia, that not only in develcment work but
ulso in minine; cachine drills are genorally
used, whoceus in the Slocan, for %woping, hand-
aArilling is wmoet exalusively uged, as the ore
thera is of hish grade and requires to oo pickod
Avor aud gepavated {ran tho rock, end wless thig
14 done with groat coare o vory sorious logs
rosults; so that while in the Slosun, except in
devolopuent werk, hand-drilling is necessury, in
the Rossland district, at Yedr and in tha Ramdary
covntry contrast work iu quite practicuvlo.

At the Liw of my vigit to Rossluind in
Deccishor all the principal mines wosro worked. ‘ine
riate of weges woy o8 follov.gt—

Machine mon-evcew cwmenenBB, )

In shafts #4 v %490

Shovellers and caxmen~ 22,5

Timvermen,$3,$3.50 & 84,50

Mechuriss  $3.50 to 2§.00

Rngineers, 33,50 and $3.00
ard $3 for wnderground & hour work,

The present ahift is 8 hours for «ll undergrownd

worK,
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Surfoce work is LG hours, including time for
lunch,

JONTRACR  WORK,

Nuring ay Investization at Rossland I was
surprived t0 find that the Miners' Union was opposed
to contract work, The majority ¢i the memvers of
the Union held the view, as I gathered from the
ovidence before me, thuat the effect of contract
work wag stecdily and continually to roduce tho
wagos and creato in foect e ewarting systeu, fhis
view howaver was not wnsniimcas, many of the mon
holding o diftoront view. I found no enjaction
to contraots for davelopmont work at Soendon.

T4 appsoved ©o mo Gdiot the qizction of coatrast
work viag one -of vitel importsacet- firet, vecsuuwn
it is a alvil right, newt in dupurtauss povhups e
the pootection of parsen wad preporiyy and gwnd

wtlhiowl yecd Avod i,

“not £o ba inlorfered with, Sacoud, ansuting that
it could be . iopked without wmfalinneg to the men,
it wouwld of/. rd & means of greatly lesseininy the
friction arising from tho dispute occasioned uy
the introduction of the &-hour luw, I, therofone,
took special peins to nscertaln what had taken
placo in regard to this question, and deem it of
sufficient Gmportance to quote the ovidence at

gonsideranle length,
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The Conatituticn of the Miners’ Union of
Swdm formerly contuined this <liuso reluting w0
sontraciy: -

"Ritiele IV, section 2."  "No member of
this Union shall contract to work upon any shuit,
tunnel, drift or atope, or contruct to do eny
work whatever under ground without receiving an
eswurance irun tho company, corporation or individ-
val granting such contract that in case the party
or parties teking such contract do not make three
doliars and & hal€ ($3.%) por day the company,
corporation or individusl lottimg such contruet
will pay thea d&&'a pay, ot the rate of tiren
dollurs and a half ($3.50) por dny.*

This clause was ropealed, and no objection
wus made by the Sendon Union to contruct work.

Rut while cartain davelaument work moy be done bty
sontraot, yot owing to the natwre of the rock ami
the high grado of ore atoping sannot he econdmically
done by contract.

In Rosslénd and other local ities, contract
work could ve W/\:Litm advantoge.

Alvert L. Houston, Presidont of the Rossland
Hiners' Union speaks &s to contract work as f{ullowslk

*Q, Hxrys you worked on contract ?

A. I have not in this country.
Q. I was told in the Sloean District that the
nathre cf the aines, the quulity of the ore,ete.,
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*rendered it Aifficult if at «ll possible to Go
the stoping by comtrast ; that is the Silver Lead
Hines; eome of high grade require to ve piekad out
in ordor te preserve the oruw, what I want to know
i&'wlwthur that would upply here or whether the
nature of the ore end the width of the vein here
would ne such as that contract labor would be or
misht oe used ?

A--I hardly think 80 in tho stopes.

Q. Wall for driving drifts, tunnels how ahout

thasa } could contract labor bo used in thom ?

As Yes it could no used.

Q'. I want to know whothor ths nuture of the
rock is such that contract lebor micht be used ?

A.  Contruct laoor might ve used in drifts,
gshafts, and raises.

Q. In your own eaperisnce in contract work huve
you over found that to be to your advantags ; 1
mean would you make wore ?

A. Oscasionally would, and quite often less,

Q. Occasionzlly would mske more and quite
ofton lesg ? |

A Yeos sir,

Q. I was told in the Slogen that & systen was
adopted thero by the men; {nutead of » man taking
a certain pleco of work for so much, a certain
mmber of men would take it, say two or four, or
such musber as would work to advantage snd instesd
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of she ¢untraston: peying the men so much the men
would divide up the proceeds themscives.

A. Thsrel has been work of that nature done
right here in the mines.

Q. That !¢ whers the proceods of the woik weru
divided equally ?

A. Yes sir,

Q0 « Does roek vary much here 7

A. It varies considoravly.

Q; ~As to qual ity of hardnoss and softness ¢

A« Quality ot hardnoes ond softness}..

0. Supposing, you say, two or thrce skilled
miners looking at a wall having some knowladge of
tho mine from working in it, could thoy not tell

protty woll what they could mako ?

A+ Rock chunges s0 much thoy could nots

Q; Supposing you figured on herd rock ?

A. If you figured on hard rock prices you would
oe ufe‘.

Q. Miat strikes me as sirmage is that one side
should be hard and the other not.

A, If they teke a contruct and only do & portion
of the work, the menager or omer cuts down all the
work already done. ‘

Q; But they could not do that if you carried out
your contract ?

A: They could not withhold any part of the price
if the contract was carried out.
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*Q. - Ought notwthorcon'tizrant» t0 be ewrried out -

vetween the owner and miner as voteen anyone
else 7

Ao TVell perhaps the miner would not huve money
enough 1o board himself,

Q. But is it not oo that in such & case you
find the omers willing to mest you: suppose you
make & miscaloulstion, you ¢o to the owmer wnd
apv 1t 1s impossible for ws to earry oo the contract,
excopt at a loss, ars they willing tc moet you or
have you known esses of that kind 7 |

A. I have known cases in this country vhere tho
condractors could not make day's pay and they
have put them on day's pay.

Q. That would ‘ahow rother o disposition not
to hold you down if you made a mistake ?

A. Yes sir.

- Q. Here arn vurious instances in which there
are two perties necessary to make a successful
bargain, the one is the owner the cther is the
skilled miner, you noth have vour importance. Now
I think thers ought to be & way to meotl wny
possivle difficulty that might arise «n u business
pasis, you ses what I mean 7

A- Yos sir,

Ny Do you oee any difficulty why that might
not be dme 7

A, Rveryvody has the privilege to do as they
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“please in this matter and very often pscple who
are wiskilled are the ones to teke advantege o
this,

Q. Well would they not get loft ?
A. Thsy woulc.

Well would that not cure them ?
A. It might,

Q. Por instonce you ore working in & mino at so

nuch per day} you say a contract is lot and
fellows come in sho sre not skillnd workmen end they
will tonder low, thoy teke the contrast below ond-
Inary wegen, the result is thot that hug a tendenoy
to shut out skillod workssn. ig that not your
iden ¥

A+ That is tho gonoral view of the Union.

0 Supposing you teke your incanpetent men,
they muke a tmder, thoy got loft, surely that
would work & cure on \‘hun;

Ay It might, vut then there would ve others.

Q. Do you think Q_m_t. these tmunpgnmt Ren
would oe el iminated snd it would leave competent
men like yourself able to teke adventage of eny
oanefit that was to be derived from thelr omn
skill 7 £ |

A, It might be beneficial.

Q. Weuld that not be a good thing ?

A It might if you Live lons enoush for the
. unskilled mem to Lhave had a trial ot “'.
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*Q. Well from \nat I hear most of ths men here
are compotent.

A. Yes, most of them m..

Q. Wall do men who balong to your Union here
ta¥e contracts that would not pay ?

e I db not think thoy do, wa have not had
euparience enough in this matter here Lo speak
fully on that point'.

Q« They stuted in the Slocan that that country
was not suitable for ceatract work, in tho tunnels,
etae. becauss the dyiits shich contain the vein (
were vary smoll and the gruce was high, thut it
you put in a blegt you would blow ths valuuole
part all ovor; In fact they toke it out as I
gaw myself in the Payne Mine, ny hends  What I
want to get {8 your opinion as to what conditiouns
ware here .

A; Ws have had no contracting hore for a eouple
of ym;

Q;, Do you see anything fmproper in working by
controct 12 thousht desirenic ? Supposing I put
it to you, suppesing you say I wnt a contract, is
there any reason way you should not get that

contmt L 4

A. No reasn that I c¢an 3ee,

Q-=¥ouid not skilled workmen be able %0 make
m only ordinary wage vut & msln wona that 7

A. They m'‘sht, if the men were mod.
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'Q; Swppose you say with two or four men whom you
knew could you not do it ?

A; § hariiy know,

QQ Spuﬂns generally 40 men favor contract
or day's Jabor ¢

A; I could not suy, tut I rather think the
majority oppose i,

Q; Then the majority weuld not be inelined
to tske gontragt ?

A. No. Well thore ig & principle I have slwsys
fuund ia Mentana and Utah, the yrinciple wmong
ninerc iy usually to condemn a cumpaetitive sywutun
of that kind becauss it hus a tendunecy to pw' 1wn
in conmpetition with their fellow workmer,

Q. that would not tuke swey tho rigt, if yeu |
wentod to {7y your hand et that sort of thing emi
you would not say the Union had any right o stop
that, would you ?

A. Ws never have.

Q”. Som the Slogcan or here y(u would consider

that you have a right to 40 as rou liked ?

A Yes sir. '

Q. I mesn as to whether you wurk by day's labor
or ty controet ¢

Ac Yos sir. |

Q. Hova you evor had any difficulty with the
renl question arising vetween the men and the
nanagement, and have you ever tried to gt an




~ 4] -

*oprvrtuity of meeting the rwnulement ?

A'. We have nover hed eny difficulty here so for
in any :mttor;

Q. The reason I agked that is that I seem to

" tind a hesitation in regurd to the mensgement and

t.hé men coming togather, which I do not wnderstand.
I do not know my peastn why you as a,tkilled -
miner and the mine owners, why you should not
spproach him in & business utt.or‘. Reve vou ever
had eny difficulty in thet way ?

A'. Ne sir, vut I should ve in faver of settling
it on those lines if pazsinlo'.’

Yot there wes difficulty in letting contracts

at ths Le Roi as will appear frau the following t-

*T. M, Long sworn.®

*)., et {s your full nme ?

A. Jehn M.Long.

Q.. Yhat is your businoss ?

A Swperiniendent of the Josie & Yo. 1 Mines

‘and the Le Rei Mine.

Q. How long have you filled that posiiion ?

3. Betweon thror and four yoars} that is
foreman of the Josis, the cthers hava bédm
added sincs.

Q; M. 10 you occup$ that position now ?

Ao I do.
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‘ *Q.  You have written out & statemsnt which you
wish 0 summit as part of vour evidence 9

A. Yes sir,

0. You state as follows:d

*IN THE MAYTRR OF THR STATEMENT OF JOHN H.LONG,

Supsrintendent of the "JOSIR® and “NUMRRER ONR®
Mines regsmiing interference by the Miners® Uniom
w/th certain of his anployees,

3, John M. Tong, of tho City of Ressland, in
the Province of British Columbia, Mine Superintend-
ent do solemnly snd sincersly deelure as followst

1. That I am the Swperintendent of the

.\

*Josie® wnd "Numper One® Mines at Rossland, and as

‘) such I did let a contract to drive an wpraise in
- the *Nusvsr One® Mine in the latter part of July
lost, to Thomas H.Hughes and others at $22.50 per
foot, end guaranteed that they should receive out
of thoir contract not less than Four Nollars
($4.00) per duy as wa{gos', They worked ond duy in
August last on this contrast and Hughes told me
that he had seen Davins, the Secretury of the
Miners®' Union in Rosslond, who huad told him that
the Unicn had voted on ths watter with the result
of 280 in favour of and about 60 against a resolution
forvidding them wvorking wy contrast, and that he

would have to stop the cantract in consequence
of the sald Secretary telling im the Miners’
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Union hed forvidden working by cmtmot.. However,
he asked me to walt a few doys and he would see if
he sould get othermen. I waited a few days and
Hughes said he could not get other men to work by
contract, and I put Hughes and others to work

afterwards on duy's wages to finish the worke

2. Ths wages paid for this sort of work, if
" done by the day, is Three Nollars and Pifty cents

(%3,90) per day, miners puying their own bourd. My

guarantee of Four dollare por day was made as an
inducement %0 ontain specdy work as it wus necess-
ary for ourn own objects thut the upraise should
be completed with as little delay as possialo; The
work was not in the wet mor such as required any
wiusual other than ordinary mining skill.

AN I make thic selem declaration congoient-
iously believing the swmme 10 bo tive wd knowing it
is of the sawe force and effsct es 1f made under
oath md by virtue of the Uanadn Rridence Aet,l8693.
Deciared pefore mo st the
City of Rossland,Province
- of British Columbia, this Jno. M.Long.
;%g.dq of Decemver,A.D.

C.R.l’!&mutm, !
Nﬂtm Puol e,
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*0. You have made this in a fonual decleration end yoa oleciac

to put it in as your evidence, and I will mark it
a8 EXHIBRIT *"U2°. Have you endeavored to let any
other contracts ?

Ac Yes sir“.

0. Was Mr. Huches a compatent miner ¢

A. Yas sir, he worked for me neforo;

O‘. Do you know the rest #ho were enguged in the
work with him 7 |

A; I xnow, but they are not in the roum; Hughes
is hem; -

COMISSIONFR ¢ Mr. Hughes will you kindly
walt until after this witness is examined, I wish
to ask vou etme questions.

Q'. In letting contracts, how do you let contingis
do you offer tha work at such priee or do you offer
16 o', 90 much ?

At In this case we egreod upon a prige; there
was; no bidding on it or any tenders let‘.

Qs Was the prige such as in your judguent they
c(-*uld»ma\fa $4.00 par day ?

T 8'. "1 sm satisfied that they could make more, and
I s satisfied since the work has veen done that
thoy could have mads more than $3.50; I think mors.
then $4.00.

Q. !mdldmtguammo”;m?

A 14id guarantes $4.00.




*% You say you required the work dono speedily ?
A, T dia.

K
-
Lon
i

Q. What further instinces arc there of endeavor-
ing to let contracts ?
A'. I have been trying to let a shalft ve contmtA
for the last ten days.
Q; In what way did you tiy ¢
A~. Sutmitted the mattar to scuwe of the men now
working in the ninos.
Q. Mt took place ? |
A+ They stated that they would think the mutter
over and told the foreman thoy would let him know,
That was the information I got'. It wag through the

ks

foramun tho natter was suuuitted'.
a8 0. Yes, what then ? |
w A; ‘They discussed the matter, samo three or four
of them; at least they ¢aid so, and one approached
the walking delsgate of the Miners' Uniomn.

Q.. Was that Mr. doell ?

A'. I do not know his nume; i asked if the
Univo allowed edntracting.

0. Now who is that man ?
A John Keefe, be i also in tho roau.
v @ Yes ?
A nd the valking delegats told him that
emtrasts were not allowed in this cuxp that was
Keafa's statement to n'. Thoss are the only
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*instances I can mcoolloot'.
Q¢ Are you a prustical miner yourgelf; hove
you ever prusticed mining ?

1 vegan minlng in "74-7 in Homk md havo

followed it, aince.

Q. 1Is the nature of the country here suitanle
for-eontruct work 7 - -

A; I think so. I think it is more suitable
hers than in sny place elss. The grownd is harder
end requires more care.

Q'. Here it is low grado ore ?

As 1 congider it low grade but in this mine
it is all 'prou'peci,ing and devolOpin@;; We have not
shipped any during my tixne;

Q. Wowld yow tell me how you Let contrasts;
that is where contracts ore lot, how is it done ?

A, Vell I usually suomit it to the men that
ars in the mine; I would rather do that tham to
strangers. I would sslect the best men in the
mine, besause in letting contracts it is my ides
to hurrg as much as pc::iplo;

0; ‘When you sutmit it do you make WP n
estimate of what it oucht to cost, and then submit
that, er do you say, how much will you do it
for? |

Ae I say, how much will you do it for ? In
this case they ware well acquainted with the

_work; thsy were suployed in that part wrkin&
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*Q. Do yeu think that sontract work presents an

sdventage or ROt to the men and to the Company S

¥ ?Mnk 11'. presents & decided adwantoge 1o
good wen, wut poor men, I myppese, sould Ao better
on dv's W“

Q'. ‘Have you seem wuch contract work ?

A, 1 have never been in a place where it was
not allowed bafove.

Y. Has it a tendency to reduce weges ?

A, I de not think so; I think it has a tendency

10 inerease wagen to good men.*

'!;n.n\m, sworn.

Q. What i3 your full name ?

A Thoses H.HKushes.

Q.‘ What is your tusiness ?

A'. Hhm".

_V;Q'g_,APMM,,mner ?

A Yos sir.

Q.. Did you take a contract to drive sn upraise
in ¥umdber One Mine of the Josie in the iatter part
of July last ¥

A; Yos sir.

Q. At $22 per foct ?

A. Yoo -u-;

0. Vers ywu guarmatesd that you should reseiv
 that contraet not less than $4.00 per day ?

A Yo sir.
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'Q; How long 4ld you work at it ¢
, A‘. For one day.
f Q‘L Wiy 4id you stop T
' A« T underatood the Niners' Union pussed &
resolution to the effeet that contmt;s_nhwm 0o
astoppoed ..

Q; Prem whon did you get this information ?

A; Prom Mr. Devine.

G. Yhat aid ho tell you ?

A, Me soid the Union hofl passed that resolution,
and he thought that it hed done right.

0. What resolution ?

A/ ‘The resolution was thut all contructs should

be stcpped.
Q'. That is he told you the resoluticn was that

all contrasts should ba stopped ¥

A, Yeos sir..

Q. Where did he teil you that ?

A‘. On the street hare'..

0.. Whersabouty ? -

A, tver thers on the corusr,

= Q; Hew did you happen to meat him ¢

/ A, I went down to ses him soout it .

0. Wy did ysu g0 to s hin avous it ?

A Twemt to aek hin shoat 1t and trisd o tind

i -

out tor sure how the thing m.
Q. Then you went o him, and net hia te you ?
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‘He was in a darher shop end you walted until hs
cune out ?

A. Yes sir.

Q.. Are you a memoer of the Union ?

A'. In the Qoeur de Alenes.

Q; That 4s you are a nwinber of thutﬁnicnv now ?

A, Yos sir.

Q., How long hed you worked at the Josie mine 7

A. Sinee July l4th.

Q. Of whot year ¢

A, 0f this year.

Q; Ara you a British subjogy 7

A, Yo lir;

Q‘. American gitisen ?

A, Yes sir.

Q.. Phy did you @0 to seo him ¥

A; I wented to see whether the contruot wouid e
aalowd o?-%m@r I shouid go on with it

Qa Well you did not have to do that ?

A, No, thare is no compulsicn about 1t.

Q. ¥ast put it in your head to ao 1

A. 1 do not knov, samedody spoke to me about
it, 1 think,

Q; M was it that sugsnsted to you to g0, wes
it what mMV said or did after you had taken the
comtrast l

A. I went of my own accord more than anything
olse. | | |
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’Q‘. It was entirely on your own pert that you
thought you would go and see whether this was
opposed to the views of the Union ?

Al. Yes sir.

Q. Then you were really not stopped in thet

eontrect 7 | | |
A. You are stopped 1f you csnnot get men to
work‘.

0. There was no cne went up thore and told

o l&
you s not, work ?

__5,_ No uir.

Q.. ind no one aaic‘t cmyuxing um.n you asked ?

A; No. I hud two portness in the conbtiast and
they voth quit veforo I coms (‘iom;

Q'. Yhen did thay quit ?

A'. 2nd Augusti the day after they passed the
Nsolutten;

Q. Yere they membars of the Unica ?

A. 1 could not say that'.

Q'- then it was on sceount of their guitting
that you ¢ame aown ?

A, That may have had something to do with it}

it may have been pﬂl‘tlyui “that escowmts -

Q. But was it on aceount of that that you came

~ down and sav the Secretsry ? _this is a very

Womm matter Mr. Hughas, more importsnt than
you think. I wvent you to put yowr mind bask to
that oscasion and tell me vartally what took
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*plece 58 UPOR your outh you are adls to dcs

A'. I asked him if the Union had sioppad contrads
He said it had, and I told hiw I Gid not think it
was quite right, as I hedl & chancs 1.0 meke five or
gix dollers & day'. He said the mujority of the
boys votud that way, end he thought t;hay diad ri@xt‘.
He said fit might venofit two or three for tho
time bsing but he thought it would hurt us in the
long run} that {e ebout all T cen mmemtzerﬁ.

Q‘. Now thig is what took plece as near os you
csn remexpor P

A, Yes sir.

0. Do you know what vots he roferred to, was it
a publle vote or private vots T

A 1 do not knew,

Q; Do you knaw of & vote neing teken hera
~ asking th;s miners what they thought about cdn-
tracting ?

A, T heard there was a voto,

0. Do you know whether it was punlic or private ?

R, I do net kneow,
0. I will read for you vhat you have stated and
son if I have it right 7 (Dersmissioner resds)

A That is risht.
0. Did he say how many voted in fevor of it, and
how meny againet it ?

A, I»Ao not mm:.
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The result was 250 in favor cnd 60 against ?
I do not ramembver.

Q. Did you say that you would heve to stop the
coentract in consaguence of what the Secretary told
you ?

A, Yes sir.

0. DNid you ask the forawan %o wait a few days to

gee if you could got more men ¢
A, Yeos, I asked him to wait,

Did you wait a feow days ?
Yes sir‘.
Could you got other men 7 A=--Ho siﬂl.
AMftervards you went to work vy the day ?
Yes sir. ‘
Hew much do you think you would have mede
i2 you had hsen anle to take the contrect ?
A. Well I could not say.
By Mr. Houitcmz
Q. Do you think that you have & better ¢hunce
to make hetter wames on a contract than if you
were worxing f<r the Company ?
Ae I think I would.
0, Would you idle on the Compary's time,
oy how de you explain that ¢
A. 1do not think that I would idle on it, but a
pervon working for himsslf would naturally work
hnnl»r'.
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*By the Cammissioner:
!.}'. That 18 the ord‘inary run of men 7
A, Yes sir.
By Mr. long ¢
(e Did al)l of yvour men quit vefors you cumae down
to see Devine, and was work stoppad ?
A. Yes sir,
By Mr. Houstont
9. If you worked us hard as you huve mentionad,
would that not be as hard as a 10 hour shift ?
A; Woll I ghould think 30} a peraon ean work
harder for 8 than he can for 10,
Rv Mr. Davines
Q; Did you tuke him by the ¢ollar and pull him to
one side whon ho cama out of the burber vshoy ?
A; Neo, I did not tuke him vy the ¢ cote
% Did yoeu touch him ?

As T do not rememoer,

%, Was it a friendly intersourse ?

A'. I guoss we mot pretty wm'.

By the Caamissioner:

Q. And when youpspeek of hot words, have I got
tham here ?

A. Yes you have them; they mizht have besa sald
in s little higher tone.

S Q; pid he tell you that it wai poor business

en the part of the Compary to pay 85 or $6 when
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"there were others who would work for $3.50 ¥

A; Do not remsmoor him saying anything like
that,

Q‘. Did Mrs Davine tell vou that he understood the
the boys hod voted sgainst the contrast nystem ?

A'. Tthe way I understood him, he said thay had
stopped it,

By Mr. Davines

Q; Did he tell you he hud rothing to do with
it as an Individual ?

A; I could not soy thet, but ho seid the modore

ity ~ "he boys went that wayv.®

Mr. DRVINE, recalisd.

0. You are still wnider oath, ¥r.Devine; tell me

vhat your resollection is of what took plece when
~ the last witnass, T.H.Hu@ea, spoke to you as you
cm cut of the darter shop. ‘

A. I aid not know this gemlmn, had never
met hih boforw. Yhen I cane out of the darder
shop he toek hold of me by the coilar of the coat,

,A something like tﬁia; he says, you have stopped me

& tmukias“ort?perw; I told him 1 had

| aothing whatever w do with it; I teld him it was
poor business mansgement for a Company to pay $8

" 0r $7 per day when there were othars willing tio
work for half that sum. He ssiced me it the
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*Union hud voted én the contiest system, I told
him T understood that it had, out I had nothing to
do with 1t eny more thun sny other individual, I
velieve thet erded the dincussitﬁ;
- Q. dae the .mxnbar of the voics mentioned ?

A, Yo sir.

Q. VWus that voting puolic or private ?

A; It was » private vote’.

Q: Was 1t muds yuolic ab the time 7

A Ho sir, not to my knowicdge.

Q.. Aything turther ?

A. No air;

MR, MOUSTON ¢ How cculd you aapect the con-
traoctor to maks more wdcr contract with a
machino than when working o maching by the day ?

MR, TONG

A. There ere lots of things to ba done in con-
tracting othor than runing & machincu; A man in
contracting will take advantage of his work and do
lots of things when the machinae is idle. In this
partieular place there was two maghinas which
have an equal number 9f holes teo drill in the ramd,
it is very s"cldaaﬂ thay they pget done at the samwe
tims, or that they drill equal mmoer of feet and
uwiless & boss is with him, working day's wames
thay would not do snything until the other faum
are dons, that is the rule generully; *&en oy
gontragt they get timver, rm their dirt. or a

" ./" »
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“number of other things,

Q‘. Do you mean %0 say that they muy do more
work by teking advantage of time than they micht
oth.rwiu 3 with the machine in & hours ?

A. Oh yu. A wan working for himself will
toke advantoge of numerous things which they
would not when working for the Cowpany, I
will say thet the reason for giving cuitracts is
t0 got the very Lest men we can.,

By tho Coamiseionar:
0. He says that a man working oy contract with

a machine would do more with the same machine fke -«

. working vy day, and therefure he suys that
1 do you not aduit that a greater wuount of work gy
bs done then ny day's work, °

B e i
-

"JOHN L. KEEFE,swom,
Q'. What 18 your full nume ?
. A’. Join L.Keefe.
K Q; Vas the matter of sutmitting to you a

ALK uftt,ov

gontract in the Josie Mine m in the last 10

doys ?
"A, Yes sir, by the foremsn of the Josie No. 1 Mine,

He ask-d me would I take a contract in the Ne. 1
thaft. I told him I would let him know after I
had seen the Union.
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”Q; Did he mention the price to vou ?

A Mo sir.

Q. He just asked you that ?

A; Yeos sir.

Q. Yes ?

A Me and a friend of uine o day or two sfter
coma downi 42 the Union; we met tho walking delesmte
outside the "mion Hall.

Q; ¥hat i3 his nane ?

A'. I do not know, sir, ‘ .

0. Is MR. Awell here ¥ He is the walking dele=
gate. V. Aballl I want you to hear what the
witness sayn;

A. Ve asked him whether the Union allowed
contract; he said *no®.

] ’3. Yhat Curther ?

A, As mo and uy friend was menbers of this Union
here we went back and tolG our foreman, we would
not teke any coritraat'.

0. Yes.

A, Thuet is all. ]

COMMISSIONTR : Now Mr. Tong id there snything
further fran this witness ?
MR, LONG ¢ Xo, nothing turthex?..
Q'. You have told me snactly what wes said and

esxastly what took place ?
As Yas sir,
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* MR, ABELL, recalled .

Q. Are you the walking boss of the Union ¢

.A..' I an,
Q. DO yeu ramaudber a person speaking to you on
the 2nd of August ?

A, Yes sir, slthowh I could not say that he
was the person.

0'. Now what did he say, juat give the conver-
sation. |

A, He asked if the Union éxiﬂlorwed Vi%a mmbérs rto'
toke contracts, I informed him that not that I
knew of; a vote had ueen teken laet suaner and
then it wos duclded that no memovers of the Unien
would take contract, vy an overvheluing ma;}ority'.

0, Yes ?

A; ehet is all,

(3; I# your conatitution the sane as the Sandon
constitution ?

A. T could not say.

Q‘. Have you a printed c@.?.. B ‘ ]
A‘. I think there iz, put I havs not got one.
MR, HOUSTON : I gan let ycu have a copy in
& mament,Mr. Camuissioner,
COS{ISSIONER ¢ Thank you, just give me a acpy;
You produse a eopy of the Canstitution and By-laws

of the Rossland Miners' Union No. 3. Kahinit
" 2", '
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*Q. Now is there snything in this constitution
deuling with the question of contrast ?

A. Thore is nat'.

Q . That is, it i3 not roferred to one way or
 the other ?

A. The only plage shere it is referrod to is in
the preaable; I am not sure that it is referred
to there'.

Q. Was there anyw.ing in tho Constitution
vhich preventad a miner frem teking a contract ?

A, No sir, it is simply en unwritten la.\v'.

Q. Supposing a person took the contract, an
apparen{iy Vﬂi(l coniract in tho eye of the law,
you do not asmme to the Union the puwer to foree
him to bresk thut contract ? |

A. You cowid not do it unde:* the law 1

Q. Well you é¢ not sssume i, do you ?
A, Yo, 4t is left to the men himself; we do not
interfors with him,

Qv Would you like to vay anr'hinp turther with
mgard to what ux'. Feefe atoted ?
A, Yo sir, I do not think 80.*

Bumlﬂ.} {acdonal it -

*Q. Y ore Ganeral Manager of tho Hritish Amtu
Corporation, Limited, the Le Rl Mining mmmy,
Lieited, the Xast La Roi Mining Compuny,Limited |
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"the West Lo Roi Mining Company,llumited, and the
Colunmbia~-Kootenay Mining Campany,Limitied ?
A, Yas sir,
B MACDON'TD pecallsd.

*Qs  Give me your views as to the cotract system,

{t you have had any experismce in that regard, Mr,
Maghoenuld 7
A‘. As u working winer I have worked myself and

done rnonsideranle contract work, end eince I have
hud charge of wining properties 1 have provably
lot hundreds of contracts for nemrly oll kinds of
minlng works I would say that this present year,
and sincs the 6 hour lew cumo into force, I bave
Let provenly 2500 to 3000 feat of contract work in
the Slocen country to miners there, in the Sandon
cuanp, Y¥orking on contract as a working miner, I
think it was olwayz the cass that I made more than
tho ordinary wages, and letting sontracts t0 men

in the mine oxta;dias over the last 18 years, I have

no recollection of one instange in which a com-
tructor made less than the scule of wages at that
emp,“md referring to the cm:tracmk let in thse
Sandon canp this yeer the contrastor slways gade
fraa 85.00 a day wp and no amemﬁlw vy Bim
mads less than $3.50 per day. In letting controcts
1 would genorally figure with the most skilful miners
and it was never umy policy nor that of any oemmp I
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*worked for as Superintendent or Mensger ¢ be 40
hard or exasting in letting the contrzeis as 0
irvolve the pr‘oba;;il ity of | tho men texing them
making Lews than the usual secale of mes'. ‘the
principal reason for mining Compenies letting con-
tracts ls 0 attract the wmost skilful labor to
the work contracted on account of the econmmis
advantages t¢ the rost of the mind and Lo the
mining cperations in general of huving that work
pertorned in a short tie, To eaplaln this I will
say that it cometimes becmuss nacessary to ventil-
ate tho mine workings oy rmiming a vaise; after
that raise connocts two workings of different
dopths & circulatior of sir tekes plase in tho

mine and all the ermnected mine workings huve
thorowiy ventna,.’cim.. The wminors employed in these
| workings by reunon of this ventiletion are enabled
to do mors werk, the mine is xore heal thy arki
the smoke ¢.3ars away repidly {roa their hlasts.
For this renson evory day that sush vantilotion is
svcured is & vory oouuidnjw,‘h econcmie advintege
to the Cw; 1.00k ing at'cmtract work fron the

; Minirg Cogony's standpoint it has the seme
. adviateas of attracting wkilied laver fram other
f:_; oraps as high wages hmf. Miners that ars thorough
| 47 ccupotent and skilful end hav spent years i
mining vork g% to that eamp for the purpose ¢ '
setting tho enafis the?, is ue to their exill,
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“knowledgs end practicul experience. Reforring to
the mothod of haviny a wniforn form o! contrest iy
the mine, 1 world think, fram sy oxperience, that
that would be lupracticable, that the cmditicm
existing at each mine would demsnd speciol gpecif-
leutions pluinly reciting those conditions and
plainly satting out what Lhe miznr was cupectsd te
do and tho supply the Company was expscted to
fumish him in dojug this work. Some Cm&pm}}u
have thoir air cowressor and drill mashi:‘aé;f;r,
they then wnt the work dono oy conpresred ale
machinery} otherd vot heving such wechinary
would want tholr work done by hend labor. In the
cago 0of change of woek In a cérﬁ.m«st feén hord to
#oft, end vico versa the spoeifications of the
contract woukd provide for this clisrge as “nr aa
possivle. I would suvy if the ground i soft the
minor would make more wupid prpgress, that is
generally considered suffic.ent coupensation for
the time you would Lose in timvering when
ground required tinmermg! the Ccmpeny nearly ale
woys fumishas the : iaber necessary for timnsring;

Is there anything alse ?

Q,; I think that covers the gromd;

| By Mr. Houston:-

Q. Would you, Mro MaeDoneld, in the event of
your employees not dunim;‘ 1t to their advantage or
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*woudd you have thom digcharpged ?

Av. I would not do such a thing at all, if thay
do not, wantv 1the guntroct they neod not take it. I
would not d¢ such a thing.

By Mr, Davinae:

0. If tho contract systen nesulne universal would
net the Cawpuny be in a position to regulate tho
price of lobor; would noi the affact of ths intro-
duction of contracting Rave a tendency to redues
lahor to tho price of the lowest ?

A‘. I would think it would have o tendensy o
hoighten it,

By ths Cosnissionert

N. Do you think, Mr. Hacllonoeld, thel thoe genorad
tendency of contructang woukd bo to lover tho prige
of lubor down to the lovst officlent ¥

A. Yo, T think 1t would te the contrary.”®

¥dward B.Kirpy, Monuger of the War ¥sgle end

Centre Stur Mineste
'Q; I wunted 10 ssk you for Information upon

this po:’nt,; 1% has been suggesicd t0 me on rore
than one occasicn in different purts of the
Province since I huve cowuenced tuking the
evidence, that the tundoncy of contruct lavor is
to eut down pri«a‘. In this way, I mem, a |
eertain piece o7 sork is put wp for yender, und if
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"thore is a swplus of men tendering micht ve low,
even lower thom tho roguler rate of weges and that
coes on fram tino to time the effsct is to steadily
and groptly press down the prico of lunor, Give me
your views upon thot polnt, plca.sa'.

A, I polieve thet is an error in logie and in
fact, Tho whole essunce of tho contract system by
witich o man 18 paid according to the work ho
porforms, 1g that thore must be ebsolute freedom,
both the mun «né the orployor mast be ahgolutaly
free 1o sottle wsa their price, If the aversge
pay recelved for this contract vork doss not greatly
ercand o gonorsl wego lovol nen will refuse 4o
toke contrects, ond thet sinply cuds the systen,
The only nduscisnd, 1o a men L0 fuke a contract in
vrofercnes 1o vgon i3 in ocdor to maoke more by
wvorkinz harder, 1f py this ghewdy work ho con
only muko ordinoyy wiages he would vather €6 on
the puy roll Ast sonewhere vhiere ho et rest {req-
uantly ond t:a.ku‘it eagy when the shif{t boss is out o
ai{ytt; I know 1t to bo true froam ny ovn obser-
vation and éxmrience that pay under the centract
syetem always averages &bove the eversge weee
levy). of that locelity., I think the resson shy
meny pecple ere led into thst ~ror 1is because
thax'emm parte of the country, expecially in the
Tast, or the older settled cowmmity, where
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*gontrast mining does not pay as ruch as our
Westorn scale of vwst.. If the contract system
goes into offest here and the men do not average
more the 83'.50 per day under it we will {ind our-
selves unadle t¢ let any contract. Thore must be
froedom howsver, it is utterly impoasivle to carry
out the sontrzet system if any orgenisation attaupte
to interfers or influenee bids in sny way.

Q. Rssuming that the controct eystem was that
dosived in any cump, could the menagmment hope 10
continue 1t 1€ thoy edopted a mothod by which the
cornings would pe radusod Lo or lowor then the
rmmm rate of wiages ?

A‘ It wovld bo Jdm w,weswlm

O‘. 16 tharo eny dnger of it foreing down the
wags Leved 7

ft:& Hot in tho ltm.e;a‘%:e‘g

Q’., ¥hat ece the sevnuale adventoges then in tho
contrect svatean 1f the weges are not in £2qb
reducad ¥

A. DBecause you get «& honest day's work for
the . |

0, 1 suppose tho meaning of that is that while
mining men, perhaps the most, are willing to give
an honest day's work for an honsot wage it is
{mpossitle to eliminate entirely those sho are
not, snd is there a timdency that the aversge work
decconds to thit of the lsast competent ?
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’A; Thet is always tho ww;

Q. §hen the sdvantage of the centrast system is
to el iminate that system ?

A, Yes, because cach man worke for himsolf amd
it he is especinlly skilled or industricus he
knows he will get higher pay for it‘.

0. There was tne other point that was drought to

my notiece, end that wis it was said that the rock
varied, that a men msy strike a soft spot and
senin st ko a hoxd place wiere the weges linied~
lafoly droppad, wiet thon ?

A., Undor the cuntract systes he tokes chences
of one in a while boing too low but he has the
eeme chuise of sbriking rogk thot is goft end
pugy and of gavting high wegng,

0. PFrom your egerionge do you resomnend for
centresh o wall sottled vecoznissd fonn of writian
contract ?

Ao That dopuends essewhat upen the wey In whidh

the aontrast system is opersted, In same mires a
form is uzod, snd in others wheve the contrect is

ghorier there is no writisn sgreement but siuply a
vorval ag sement,

Q; %hat would you say as ¢ mméx' BRY YR
fom of contrast ¢ould be waed by & nwmber of mines
 opersting over a mumber of dintricts ¢
A, I do met think it could.

Q; Suppese you take this distriet ¥

aid

5
h_‘ .
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*A. Thet is sassthing that I wouldnot ve atle to
enswer, because it is ono of the detalls that only
experience with the system ean decide; it is im-
pessinle to plan that betore}mnd;

Q; In taking a contract would there not be meny
things that the mensgement would requirs to furnieh,
tools, light, ate.?

A, Yoa; Would it enswer your question to say
that I have seen very few cuses in wnderground

. eontrast work where thers was any misunderstsnd-
Ing or difference as to tewms; if such things

aid ocour very often a mine would heve to got vt a

printed form, In many mines this occurs seldom;

vhory you have good suporintendents these misundor-

gtandings soldaa ccour,®

I foxusd the opinion while st Rossland that the
Union helg made o vory soricus misteke, and one
that ought to ne rectified by o free recomnition
of the undounted right of the men to take contructs;
and I clearly oxpresssd this view, both publiecly and
privately to the meubers of the Union. I pelieve iz
contract system would be found advantageous to the
mon as well as to the compw;

In this view I was confimed ty the evidence

of Xr., Rovdins the genersl Menoger of the soal
mines at Mamaimo, and Mr. Raiph Smith, the
Secretary of the kiners’ Unitn there, and the N
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President of the Trades enc Lanor Coumcil of

Mr. Rooboins sayes-

*0. What 13 your full neme ?

A3umuel Hutthews Robins,

Q.¥hat is the naue of your Company ?

A, Mow Vensouver Coal Mining arsi Tand Canpany.

0. You are the general mansgor ?

A. 1 e swerintendont; equivalent to genoral
MENBEOT,

Q. How long has your ecumpany bam in esigionce ?

A.  ¥e have veen In ewintonce since 1862; It
was then celled the Vancouver Coal Cunpany, but
a8 wo changed cur ¢apitel we hed to aid tho work
“Hew® to it;

O+ Vhat le the wmownt now investsd,?in rowd
HICEE TR

A 235,000 pousds etord ing In stock end dobens

turgs,
Q. How many men do you (mploy now 7
As  Aoout LZ00,°

*Q. Hew long have you been superintendent ?
As 16 youars,.*

"O; In ninfag cmps where wnions eaist md are
veotgnised, what is your opinion as to whether or
A8t soutrests arv wen the whole faveuranle te the




*men ?

A. I think the orjectionable features of contraect
work are lesc pronounsed in a wmion mine than ia
a non-union mine, In a nen-union mine thers would
ve no safoguard to work being done aﬁ starvation
voeges., In & union mine thero is always sufficlent
union punlic feoling to prevent any rockless under=
tendering,

Q. Do you think that the exiastence of a vuion in
connaction with any wmining eaxp hes o Lendency |
to improve the aversge standard of miners or other-
wige 7

A, In a woll eondusiced wnion the tendency is to
bring in & superior _closs of niners; it also hus
an wmaoatad beheficlal effest won the individuel

minsg,®

Mr. Ralph Smikh M.P.P. sayst-
"0, What 1s youwr nume 7

A, Ralph Smith,

G, Wnat i your business ?

A. I sm tho general Secretary of ths Miners'
Unfon of Nansimo, and the President of the Tradm
and Lador Congrass of Canade.

Q. How lang have you “ﬁ“ that position ¢

Ay Poar and a half years,
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'Q; What knowledre have you of minlng ¢
A. I huve been a miner sinen 1 was eleven years
of age; coal minm".
Q. Where ?
k. HNorth of ®ngland,
O Por how long thors ?
A. T wan thoro wtil I was 35 years of 880
0. Then you etme to thig country 9
A.  Came w Vuncouver felund,
Q; What yoar ¢
A 1692,
Ko M that time the Union was alrssdy ostobl ighed
/Ao It wus organized.®

*Q. What is your view with regard to shat ney be
cslled the contract syrten in mines, are you in
fovor of it or otherwize 7

A. I favor the cuntrast system whare the worknen }

f

are well orgunized,

0. Do yov know wheos views the men of your Union
toke ?

A; Tiey take the same viaws; As a nmatter of
faot thoy practice that every day.

Qe That spplies to tenneling ?

A. Yes sir, the tunnal ing, prospesting for
em; or sinking shafts, and in getting coal,

0. In the ene enso it is dens by the yard ?

A Yes uir, and with coul it is done by the ton.

0 You say the man jmtor that methed to day's

e
S



*work ?

A. Yes sir, *

"0, Ara you soewhat fandilar with the diftieul.
ties that ewist in the Sloean V

As Yos eir, I have besn through that district.

Q. VWith a view of acquainting yourself with the
focts 7

A With a view ¢’ agpuainting myself with the

fmts;

Q. It has been reprasented to me that the
ditficulty now enisting in the Slocsn district is
owing le-gely to ths introduction of the & hour
law, whut 40 you osy as to that ?

li; Well I supposs that ig t.mra‘. Without in @y
dogree advocoting o reduction in wege, which as a
Union lesdor T would very nuch wish myself to
rotain, I think that two things would ne better than
kneping the inines closed, flrst, to wlopt the
principle 'ef sontrest batween Uniens and the
nacgat a5 for as that vere poss ible. I om
spesking now of my personal views, and just shat
I said whan I wos vp in the zcmtry,'mﬁ rather

than wring disaster to the mining infustry of that
section of the Provines moke & sl isht reduction in
the woges gmid'. the Government in grantivg en 8
hour day fnitisted en hfpertmt principle, the




‘wige quastion not veing eny part of the agitation
for a principle st the time, If it were necessary

~_dn order to sustain the principle that a redwtion

of wage would tike plice or it ¢hould e ade
Justed vy contract betweon tho parties, I would
rathar recamnend that tiun that the privciple ghould
he impx.gmc& If I was on sctive miner in that
contry I would be willing to ne reduced 25 cents

a deg rather than bring disester to the mining
industrios of the district which & yrolonged

gtrike will wndoustedly bring zabatxt;'

MINERS® UNIONS,

Tho Mirors have orgznized Unions throushous
Southarn Rritish Colmb:‘.a:. The Sandon Unlon fs
Incorpornted vader the laws of British Columbia
and containg a present membership of 530, of
#hon 3% ware et work in December lsst. fThey
sweport a hospital, which hus accomodation for 7
rals patisnts and a ward was baing prepared for
fomale patients} the hosyital his beon in enistence
one year, and is supllied with s trained nurse
and doctor, and each meunver iz charged $l per month
which entitdes hin to its benefits,
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The list of Unions with membership is us
follows:

Sandon

¥hitewator

Nelson

Yew Nenver

Slecun Clty

Rosaland }

Silvorton 130

Phoenix 160

“reoenwoocd 70
and other Unlong were bolng formed the particulacs
of vhich 1 did nut obtuin, Probebly tho memvardiip
at prosent would wgeregnts 3,000 meiahers in all.
At Rosslond tho Unior has wuilt a Holl s a qust
of $7,000 wnl hash e provision vy way of slsk pencfit
of 810 pur week, out of which the manper would have

. {7 °
to provide for hogpital cxccmoﬂuﬂ@n;,\“fﬂ funeral

ponefit of 890, The sick tonefits and funeral
onpenses for the last twelve months wmount to
$3&F:§*‘3; This duss not nchude voluntewy
contributions where men hove beon dadly injured or
ariprled, which, acceording to the Secvetary of
ths Union *smounite tv thousands of dollurs®.

The Minery Unleas of British Colimbia are
aftiliated with the Yestem Fsderation of Miners,
with 1ts Hesd Gffige at Butte CityMomtean.
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Bahibit °C* gcontains the Constitution and By-laws
of the Sandon Miners' Union. Those of the other

Unions are, I velieve, substantially the same.
*Article 1, Sec. 3. The odbject of this Unien

shall ne the practice of thoss virtues that elevate
and adorn socioty, and remind men of his daty to
his fellow men, the elovation of his position and
waintenance of the rights of the miner.*®

Bxhioit “D® ccntains the Constitution und
By-laws of the Yestern Pederstion of Minersiits
ovject is defined in Article 1, Sec. 2=

“The objects of the vody shall be 'o unite
the various persons working in wnd around the
mines, mills and snelters into cna central obody,
10 practics thage virtues that edorn soclety,
and (mminﬁ wan of his duty to his fel low-man,
the elevetion of his position end the maintenance
of the rishts of the worker.,”

The territory coversd oy the Westorn Peder-
ation of Miners is divided intc the following
districtst- | '

1. California, Nevaia end Arizona..

2. VWashington, Oregon and Xdaho;

3. Nmt.miu;

4. Colorade.

5. South Dakota.

6. Territory north of the United States




- 75 -
Roundm-y.

Sea frticle 3, saction 10, Bahiniy “0°,

District No, 4 contains st present eleven
Unions. _ _

It #ill ne seen from thevahova that the Weste
orn Poderation of Miners entonds its influence
fran Arizena to British Columbin, wid represents
a very Important factor affucting the question of
the supply of lubor for the mines in Brif.iahf
Colunbis and probunly sccounts for the auué\nw
in procuring miners to came into Cenuda whore eny
labour troubles exist, vecouse it affords a reuwdy
commmication with miners throughout the entire
region over which its jurisdiction eatands., sad
from vhich the larger proportion of miners muat
for the prasent at least be dmm'. *

The conl mines af Nannime atfprds s pleasing
instance of a large corporstion, amploying 1200
men, ell of vhon belong to the Union, working in
harmony with the Vnim;

The method riopted which has boen in
enistence since 1691, is given In the evidencs of ts
General Mmmr as follows:-

“Samuel Matthews Rooina in his evidenve axys !
Q. You are the General Mansger ?
A'. 1 an Superintendsnt; eqivalent to Genoral

Henager.
Q. How long has your cOnapaany bem in enistenes ¥




- 76 -

A'. Wo huve toen in existence since 18682, It
wes then @ lled the Vuncouver Coal Cempany, but
28 we changed our cupitel we had to add the word
"New® to it,

0. How many men do you employ now T A=--About
1200,

0. Have you a )inoers' Unim here 7

Ao Yog, we hive allinors' tnion,

0, ¥hat proportion of the wen belong to the
tinion ?

A, Wery cro,  The union is o miners® and mine
Lovorers union, That ifucludes tho punnors. ¥hilst
thore i3 ©lso cn artisin's wnicn inelwling enginoers
poth thove vl below ground, locanotive drivers,
mochoniees, ensr puilders, wiithors, cavpuntors, and
whorf hendg,

vhat, s the senoral wege of blusksuiths ¢
¥ran €4 o 83,75,

Caﬁxrye:mém and timnomen 2

Pran 82,75 to £4.80,

How long hava you heen superintondont ?

18 ysary,

0, And during what proportion of that time

has there been a union 1T
‘A, Our union was started in July 1891.~~
Q. DNoes your campeny recognise the union ?
Av Yes sir,
Q. To what extent, or would you state in your
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“omn way the mcthod vy vhich you ucet the wmiem,
and how meny lifferencas that arise are mensged 7

A. The Canmpany resogniics the union us & body
throwsh vhun any qustions in digpute netween
oparators end the Canpeny are sought to no zAjusted,
It & differonco arises aa to the rate of wages or
digeipling In the mines the motier is first
digscusced notveen the wines wonagor snd the individe
uals concernod,  Tha mines wanigor hes rually the
control of sll the wnderground workings.  (he men
rasponsivia for the gofaty of the mino must va a
corbifiod mine manvsere T wm not ona)s  If no
m'v‘;xn;"»,uns,;m, e he brownt chovt tha pmactor 18
prowht 1o the netice of the union oueeutive
ceweitioo, a1 they feil to wdjust mibias
with Lhe vorks maegor then the businoss fs thevuoht
beforo 1o ny the Camitten,  The Unien Sueraiory,
who i v dmportunt officer in tho wnion, % euch
sterp of the discusalon, s proscot, ond vses his
Intlusnce Lo bring covut w friendly srrengaonts A
greast daul dgpends rpon the juaruen! end guod vense
snd folr mindedness of the union wnmtm‘. T{ he
is a mon of sound judgnent ad good sense, he ean

rancve n inmmense . wount of {riction, The uniom,

.aver since the formation of the ussociutiom, have

in the selection ~¢ their officers exercisad the

#isest Judgment,
Q. Then if the Juestion wers asked you ny a
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"miner, who was not & mewver of the union, whether

he should join or noi, what would pe your advice ?
A; Join vy all weans. '

Qo A5 a matter of choico do you prafar desling

with the officers of the union ratier then with

the uen ?

Ao Vost assuredly,

Q. %hy ¥

Ae  Bessuso matters thet ore nrousht $6 ma through
tho union  bave gono throush o process of sifting
and revision, and all ertiticicl grievances hove
in most inst.nscoes, besn oliminuted huforo coning
Anothor vousun is

(
i} 1o moe  That 18 0o resson,
!

; that m & well orgenized end sosscucbly wall eon-
\idu(ﬁ;(z(‘l vinkon B0 conntensuns chowkd Go Siven 10
fth:’: pirivg of polevned @rasvencos bolawoun the men
wid the &‘!Oﬁma‘;zi;s; I think thoss avo the pringipsl
:,}mmons’.

Qe I suppose tho men would tuke no setion now
withouttdel iveration and you al .sys know vhenee the
astion couws Hma T

Av Y8 sir,

Qs Could you éive me an illustrution of how that
wi.s dono pefore the union sterted ?

Ae Previous to the existence of the union
insteness have ocgurred where meet ings have baen
sumened by unsigned noticas for the purpose ef

W

Gmanding an ineresre of wages, or to diseuas &
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e “modification of ether existing arrangements by
) partios utterly wnknown to thédr associstes md
thersty brought about general dissatisfastics merely
~in revenge for individusl ol ights they imasined
themselves L0 have been mnjected to, vut such a
thing could not occur now.

Q. T suppose you still huve your difficulties
somet imey ?

A Well, yas. But 80 for we have wdjustoed
overy (ns 0f thea without any distv.oobuwnes of the
friendly relotions eaisting tutwse: the ewmers and
the man.

Q; then iL I heve spprchaiided you sright, fur
from dvaading the unieas, when properly off foered,
you yogurd then 08 a nenof it 10 enpitd ¢

Ao Prucisaly w0,

Q. M4 do the men ¢ -

Ao Most ussuredly,

Qs You are good enough 1o leb me have a copy of

the wamorandgm of sgreanent belwssn your eampany
and the mim; It is now produesd and marked
"Bxhinit 0 3.°

A. Yes slr.

MRIGRANDIM 0P AGRRIIENT entered into detween
the New Vnwm:' Gml Minizg snd Lend Caspany,
Linited, and the Miucrl and Mine Laverers'
Proiective Associstion of Vancouver Isl
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*24th day of Juky,189l.

lst. The Campany sgrees to employ miners
and mine laverers only v&m are already mambers of
the Minsrs® ¢d Mine Laborers’ Protective Associa-
tion, or who,vwithin & reasonanle period after wploy-
won', bacume memvers of the Auociati.on;

nd.  The Caupany sgrees %0 dismiss no em-
ployee who is & wombor of the Assocdation withoent
razgonable ¢ "m;

drde The Asposlviion sgrecs thet wider no
consideration will they stop work or strike without
oxhudoting od) other memns of concilistion availe
abla,

4the  %ha Assonichien sgeoe thot thoy will
not intecdoeo with $ho conpery dn aiploying or
ety f o Gyun 2‘.‘%'.

Sthe  The fssvciubden shell cumprise sll won
esployed underground; excopting ofiieiuds and
engine drivers, @i abovs ground wll dsy leborers,
not offigisls, engire drivers or mmmnies;

6th., tThis agresoent cun be teminated by 30
days' | stice on either uwa;
For the New Vencouver Cosl Mining and Land Compeny ,
Linited, |

I A AR R AR R R AR R RE SRR EN AR EENEREANEN

SW” intmdent, o
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*Por the Minsrs and Mine Labcurers' Protestive Assoc-
iation of Vencouwsr Island,

0!!'.'\‘!0.0‘..\.0..'0!.Olliiﬁ‘}.
'.00!!.‘l.!t.o..!tl!l!‘.!l‘.ll.o
OUOOCJQCQQnho.ccoqalcocac't.ntootl

...!0...‘0.‘0'0!.0'l.I".‘\l'..

Cannittes®

“Q; I notice by the first clause thut the Cozpany
sgreas 1o employ miners snd mine laborers enly who
ore & xeady manbers of the Miners and Mine Laboyors*
Protective Ansociation, or, who, within a reagonavle
pyeried aftor csw,}.ctmlmt, heotiue nenbers of the
Asvoclation "? Ta not that rather a stringont

clauge ? Plosse aive mo your opinicn 7

fi; It was obfestieneile b fivst 10 a g?ood waay
of tho ald thuers, I cchd the ; vho hod never -
workes dn aovplen eollisry snd were ine) dned to
kick ot wedorn methods, At tirst many of thego
mem declin:d to joih the union or to contridute to
its funas, but without exseption, aftor being shown
the wifaimess to the large majority who were
working in the genersl in:erest of all, resist-
an¢s quickly disappenred,

Q; Than how did you deal with the clause provid-
ing for the diseentinuing of eny men who werse not
union men ‘within a reasensvle pericd ) 7

A, There weuld erx have seen sane frmtmn

ta mm e Jast part of clme o tate sltost, -
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*had not the mansgsmcnt brought a litue gautle
pressure to vesr in individual interests.

Qs In these cuses you mm that you would
- advise them to join the wion ? -

A Yes, and ir advising then to {9in the miem
they wust see that I had no altormative but to
enforae provisions,

Qs I suppoge thet in the introdueticn of a
cluwise of that kind a recsonuble it of play was
ellovsd on gither gide ¢

A. Yen sir,

0. Then in Clusse 2 the Camprny ¢ xvens o '
dicilse no eaployes who 16 6 weaibor of the regoge
irsien withoat rousonable eanse. I not thut o
caflict with edeuse 4 9

Ao Yous Thas ono Je cgrounviva of the othor,

O Ig thore any @f{ieulty dn raconciling ths @

A. ¥e have never hadl any.

Qv You mdhered strictly o your vishis wasey
Clause 4 7 F

A Yes, with recsonanle jonuse,

Q. Then what is mwmﬁ sause 7

A, To disooey the erders of the sManw sy of
other offivers, or irregularity in their attendenes
at work, or were hqmmt..w'ﬁmm woud ve the
only ¢xunes.




- 83 -

*wnder no consideration vill they etop work by
strike, without exhausting all other moans of
concil {stion aveilanle®, Heve they adhered to
that ?

/ A; I can say that that rule has heen gonerally

adhered to; ir a fev goses tomporarily disregarded,
but rlways acted upon when the Cluuse was brought
to the attention of the men tltemsol.ml; The men
bre very punctilious in carrying out the vgreemont.,

Qu What is the usual day's work; how meny hows ?

A In e mine the miners work 8 hours.

% That {3 not ny law put by custom ?

A, Ry custom,

Q. ‘he 8<hour law hus no epplication 1o gonl
mines 1

A No oir;

Q. An< other workingmen ?

A; M1 workers undersround 8 hourt'.

Q And atove grownd ?

A.  Nine howrs.

0. Hava you persenal knowledge as to tho
usual howrs ¢f work per doy in Bagland ?

A, Yeos sir;

Q¢ What are they ¥

A In minee, 4 hours; not universal, out leranly
80 throughout tie mining Aistricts.
o Por wdergromd wark ¢




*A. PFor wdergrowid work, that is for miners

proper. The helpers in scne Inglish collleries
work longer houru; Ry helpers I mean fillers. In
some »nglish selleries the miner does not fill his
cars

Q. Do you conalder it in the intarests of the
Canpany end of good citisenship that married men
should be employed, and sncouraged 1o get little
homes, ete ?

Ac Yes, I think it is wholly to bs depired that
» married man should have an opportunity of owning
his home. There is anothor side to that, where
tho permangy of the mine is not cortsin.®

( See pages 670, 672 to 67, )
tha shove statement is fully corrovorsted by

Mr. Ralph Smith, Sceretwy of the Union, and
President of the Lavor and Trades Congress of
Canada, who saysi~

*1 have been a minexr since I wus 11 years of
age, coal miner in the north of Fugland. I was
there until I was 35 years of age and came 10
Yanccuver Island in 1892.

0. At that time the wnion was alrendy establish~
od ?

A It was erganizad.

0. M the arrmgmeent bdetwesa the Union and
the Compony was existing ? |

Ao Yos sr.
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'Ql. (Camissioner resis evidence of .(r.Rovins)
You have heard now all the evidence of lr.robins.
So far us the 3me has regurd 10 the relstions
oxnlsting vetween the Union wnd the Camy, ny, what
have you tQ say ? |

2. I chink it is absolutely correet] that Mr.
Robins practices every word that he hes in that
evidence.

Q. You cenfirm what ho says in regard to
the cordial relations enisting between the Union
and the Compeany ?

A Yas sir, [ confirm the whole evidence.

Q. You sro the presait locel muaber for Xanaimo?

, A Yas sir.”

( See pages 095 and 695 of ovidence)

BXISTING A7 THE TIME OF TR COMMISSIONER'S VISIT.

On srriving at Nelson I ascortained tnst all
or nearly all of the shipping minss in the Sloesn
District ware ah‘dt down, A mumber of prospasts
snd partially rdeveloped mines were veing further

daveloped where a condiderasle number of men wers
~ employed, but epesking aemerally very little if any

wor” vuc aing dons in the principal mmm mines
' in the Slesm District.
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BiF_CAUSE OF THE DIFPICW.TY,

Prier to June 1t9 the wagns paid in the Sloean
Diatrict were as follows, Minces 93,50 per day,

Coxmen ond muckers £3,00 por day for » chift of -
20 hours in tho Gay and 9 hours at night, exsept
a short shift on Saturday of 9 in the dny end ©
hours ot night. A further allowsnce was made whore
the minc was unusually wet or the air baj. There
were ol icht variations in the length of the short
shift but sperking menorally this wplied to (hC
3locan Distrist. I could not tind that there was
any serious dissctisfaction efther with the wage or
the length o the werking day +4 it existed prior
to June 1699, |

Board throuwsheut the Sloesn is $1 per day, and
the cost of living is generally hizh. I should
say at least deuble what it is in the 0ld settled
districts of Wmtarto,

LR XIORT-ROUR ).AX.

By an Act to mssnd *Tho Inspoction of Metall
iferous Mines Act® and pswmed on the 27th Pabruary,
1899, 1t is deslarcd that Section 13 of Chapter
134, Rovised Statutes of Aritish Colvmoia s
ropealed, and the following sunstituted tnm:&m

°i3. No persom shall be employed mrym

in my metall ifercw: nines for more tham sight
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heurs in every twenty-four hours®,(Soe XXHISIT
"i2*)

The Dill (No. £0) was introdused and reed &
tiret tide on the L6th Pebruary; it roceived itg
second peading on the 20th Pebrusry., At that
time the amendssnt in question seens 10 have
~ formed no part of the BUL., (Sce EXHIRIT *127),

On the 24th Petruary the Rill was "re;orted complete
with awenduents, report sdopted, third rvading
tomorrow™; and the Bill pussed its thind resding on
the 25th of Yeuruaxry with the asmendinent ne ahove
ment ioned. (Soe RXHIBILS *M2® and“N2*).

At the request of bl wmine owersothe Aet
was nov put. Into gperstian until the 12th Jmo;
Prior to thet date howevur, the Silver-Lead Mines
Assooiation of Britis: Columbia, 2 which tw
yrincipal mining Coupanies in che Siocen District
balong. punlished the following notices-

(See Bxhinit *F1)
NOTICR,

"O¥ING to:the astion of the Aritish Col-
uabia Legislsture in onforeing the eight hour
law in the Sloem, the SUlver-Lead Mine Owners
of the district consider that thay owe it to
their Ruployses, who are affected by the
changs rendered ascsssary bty the spersdim of
the Ast, %0 place their intestions vith #
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IN the first place, the mine owners of
thié dlstrict were not consulted in any way as
to this radical change in the mining law, and @
veing informed of the passage of the Act, made
othry offort in their yover to have the law
held in sbeysnce until it could pe carefully
aonsidared ty those intorasted.

IT was pointed out that the standard
rate of wages for miners, $’S..")0 for & ten-
hour shift, was a8 high wo pald unywhere in
the United States or Canada, sad thut this

rate vas satisfactory 4o poth Mine Ownira
and mmo:maa‘.
IT mas {wriher poiated cut that by red-
ucing the hours of work fraa ten to eight

hours the wage earning capacivy of the miner
would be more than proportionately redused
as far a8 the Mine Owners ers concermed.

To give greater force snd unanimivy “
the exprasced cpinim of the Mine Owers, a
mestirg of the SILVMR LEAD MINE OWNERS'
ASSOCIATION OF B.C. was convened in order 1o
got an cxpression of opinion aout shich there
veuld be ne mduw'.

THE purpose of this Assosistion is to
foster and pretest the mining interests of tiw
Provines, md it is wet fn sy sense & |
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*eambination of Faployacy sgainst Knployees,
a8 the relations betweon the Wuze Ramars
and the B@loyert have slways vae nost
fr”and.ly, and 1t is hoped will go continua,

THR Mine Owiwcs wen. for thédr part
quite wiliizg to continue to pay £3.50 for
ten hours work, but the anforcanent of *he

elght hour la¥ having rendersq this possiole ,
%.hfw ?zm? 6mr io pay Miners at the rate o
$3.00 par aightehour shift, this reto ve Ing
hicher {n preportion to thg hours wor‘\md than
the old rate.

T sive offoct to thig intentlon a rencle
ution wes pagsed at tho mesting of ths $ilver
Lend Nine Ownors® Associetion held in S.',v:/:dc'n

o Hay the Oth, os followss

“That it is the sense of %ho Mine Kopres-

entat ivas of this ‘usosiat on that thy
standord rate of voges pald to Miners
bo in Picure $3.00 pur dey of oight

bBours.*

"THIS resclution was signed by the raproscn-
tutives of tho mines whose numes are herete
sppanded,

THRESE mines wish to state that eg the
elght hour law is to be cuforced not later
Mlmothulzm,twmnw\ohm
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*miners on and aiter Juac the lst at the

above rate, Anc they further wmh i to ne

wnderstood that Lhis chenge in the working
_hours and the cmsequent gentraction of the

wagn-earning capuity of the M iner, was forced

upn them by the Act o¢f tha B C. Legislature and

was entirely unsought for by thea,

Queen Bess Ideho Payne

Noble Pive Antoine Reco

Ajex Ivanhoe Jackson

Emily Rdith  Lucky Jim Goodenough

Wekafiald Yashington T.ast Chaee

Canadian Group Echo Rutk.

Yuir Gold Mines,Ltd. Monitor R E Lee

Sovereign Whitewater Rambler &
. Caritoo

Bogsun Enterprise Smm’line';

The men refused to work &t the reduced
wages sd the producing mines in the Slucen
Distriet shut down. This ccaurred on or ubout the
12 of Jwe 3699, the principsl producing mines in
the vicinity of Sandon that were affected were,

the "Payne®, “Last Chunce®, “Slocan Star®

*Qusca Bass® 2d “ldsho? I
The position taken by the owners was that

lest vork would o performed wider the 8 hour law

than fermerly aat in the Noties vhich they gave they
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*were ofisring a higher vage per hour thaen the men
" had reseived prior to the B-howr luw,"
Thoe view held ty the men was that the 8-

hour law was intendeu for-their verefit, to vetter

their condition; that sn A-hour shift sax a
rsmnunio day's work undergroun:!, md that as
much work could snd would ve done 4y a gooA miner
in & shift of 6 howrs s in one of 10, It will

be gsen that here were ml?&nditime,.th effect
of which was disyuted, and cl»rly a cage for
cmtcrmo with s vigw (o wmxiu. In the

vase 0f the Slocon Star sud: an attempt was ma s,
Wizt tock place with referenve to that mine is given
by the Superintendent, Mr. Osear Wnite, at page LG
of the Bvideucw; ¢ is ag followst-

*Q.  And prior to June were you paying the usual
weget T

Ae Up to June 12th,

Q. Vhwm what took plage ?

A wo c¢losed down,

Q Wy ? _

A, Could not. get men. The Manager, Mr. Nyro ﬂ',
Thite, same fron Spskems md wanted me to arrsnge
with the mon te appoint a Ceanittee and call upmn
the men Lo arrange with them a seale of wagns.

Q. Wall, vhat did yeu do ?

A The mn st the mine mety appointed their
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“Comaittos and the Comnittes ¢alled upon the Maneger,
&nd he made tuem an offer of $3.25 for miners,
$2.75 for muckers for 6 hours m. The Chairmm
of the Goanittee said that they had no power te
act dbut weuld refer the matter to *he meeting of
the Mincre' Union at night, and they did, vesause
the Union cmt the Nanager a letter of thanks,
shanking hin for the interest he had takem,ete.,
but did net ac«ﬁt the c,!!or;
asked 7

A T do not rewencer, but it sesss to mu that
they sald they would not aecept less than $3. 50.
The Manager tpok the lettor with him. He did not
leave it at the office.

Q¢ What was the mest thing that hoppened 1

A He decided we would not afford to pay any
more. The undarstanding wes whon he left that
if the men would not ascept that, we would have to
close dom, I, knowing that they would not ascept
lets then that, on the morning of the 12th of June,
let 27 wen go, that left 62 that went tv work all
wld, Wil and all. At nom that day, o shout 1l
o'elock I think it was, a Camittee {rus the
Miners' (nion went te ths Mine and teld thone men
to qQuit. Or asked them to quit, sd they all
sme dom. Those m that remsined were getting




"the old seals of wages for an & howr's work.

Q. . When did thay begin to work & hours ¢

#. At 12 o'cloek st nlght of the lith.

Q. When you sty they were getting tho old scale
~ of wages, did you invend to continue the old
saales of wages ¢

Ac Mo air; ,

Q. How Long would thet have continued P

A. I & not know hos long that would have
continved; I think it would not have continued
very long.

RX AN XANNAMNANN RARAXAARDR

*0. Have you had tny further conversation with
the men or Union ¢
A. Yo sir, I think it would be proper to

say that I wanted to get some timoering done tmd

after the mine elaml down e intended %0 do mfou
”nu% thomum. 0f course I had them at this
work when thay were called down,

Qs Ymmyay&nshwmeh?

A, The old rate of wages.

Q. Did you gat your timbering done ?

A. 0Of osurse that stopped work for the present
and ene of the men sn old miner that had worked
for us ﬂ*".“ﬂ..m sme to me and wanted me t0
call n the Camittes. He thousht if I yould esll

LT
B
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“on the camittes we could make arrangments to
g0 on and get the timbering dons. I called upa
the c¢ammittee and presented my side of it and
left the proposition with them, mdfi’:_‘ed me to
leave the room for a fow minutes md when they
arrived at & eonelusion they would send for me. In
a half hour or so they sent for me and told me
to go shead with the timpering providing I would
take the same men back. Those, of course, were
the mon I wented, and I took them bdack neat morn-
ing and thoy finished the work.

Q. At what rete of vapes ¥

A. A% the old rate of vagss. $3.50 for 8 hours,

Q. How leng did that take to finish the
vork 1 {

A. 1 think tive éays.

Q‘. ‘What has vesn done since ?

A. Ve have done nothing exgept devel cpment by
contract work.”
Xllkkll\\\\\\i%%k,\k\\\%\KX,

By Mr. Hogler. _

0. At the time the General Mancger of the
Slocen Star was here was not an offer mode to hi
by the misers verking in the Slocan Star Mine to
give the B-hour law & trisl far one momnth ?

A.  Yes sir, |
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0. And in case it was not a succees or wirk done
83 cheap if mot cheaper than wnder the 10-hour
system, the men would provanly consider the matter
aguin 7

A, Idonotrammumtpm of lt; Rut I
know there was an offer made vut I don't remember
about the econsidering a!torura:;

Q. That was memnt though &t the time ?

Ac It might have veem but I cannot recall it,®
(See pages 166-169,170,11 and 173 of Rvidence. )

Thers was an informal mest ing between Mr.Hagleg
Secretary ot the Union, and Mr. Hand, Mnnager of
Payne Mﬁn As to this, Mr, Hagler says, "we both
apreassd a dosin to one mothur &8 men that we
viould like to soe i !aworably edjusted end settled,
and Nr. Hand asvumed it upon himself as & Indivige
ugl to have a talk with ms, I had imﬂl chatg
will him about the matter mnd it wes wderstood
that Y would lay the matter tefore the Union, and
ke would speak to the Nine %eﬁ and see if ws
could net get &« Camittes t.oquthcr; The Union
sppeinted their Coemittes and we were ready at
sy time to meet,

% Vag that ever cammmicated in writing to the
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Siiver-lead Minng Pssvcintion ¢
A, Yo, 8 aeriand Ut it was wttér for tho
Sacratary 10 g0 direct to en officer of the
 Aesoelation and tals it over varually®.

‘Ko formal astion, v0 far a8 I know, was takes
‘a* this time vy the Mine Owners end nothing cime of
this interview, Nothing further was done towards
an adfustment until the 27¢h Novemver, when a |
deputation frum the Kaslo Board of Trade »es:
appoinm:l tc intervicw the pm ¢s to the labour
. digpute.

Tho report of the deputation i3 as followst-

. | | *Raslo, 2.C.Deg2mber 15th,1899.
THY. KA3L0 BOARD OF TRADF=
Gentlemen~ _

A feow durs since I received a lattor frow

Mr.ﬁ;émieh A mamber in g00d standing of this
Board, witten wy that eonthman &t Sendon vhile on
his way ¢ Vancouver. Mr. Glegerich axpressed his
opinion that ths time had came for tais Board to
tender to the parties to the ushappy lavor dispute
in the Slessn its good offices with o view of -
tringing the disputants tasether md seeuring
& setilaent uy Comprawise &r othervise.

Mr. Giegerich’s lotter I have placed on file
vith the Seeretary. After perscoal eonsultasios
with all the memvers of mmuumm
OlMMMnth hM&. 2
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®docided that we should est upon the spirit of Mr,
Gisgarich's euggest.ién-.

Ascordingly, I salicited the co-operation of
Messrs. 0.T.Stone and John Keen und these gentle-
men very kindly having consented Lo aseimpeny me,
we visited Ssndon on Monday Nov. 27th,

I have the the honouwr to gppend horewith tha
rapert ot the depmt‘.tion;

Your onadient servant,

(Sezdt. )@, 0. Buchanan,

Prasgident.”

“Kaslo,R.C. Necembar 15th, 1899,
THE KASLO BOARD OF TRADR

Gantlaneni-

We your deputation, appointaed to inter-
view the purties to the levor Jispute in the Slocun
Corp, oeg vO report thel we vigited Sandon on
Monday Nov. 2Tth., anG solisited conferences with
the eaecutive of the Miners Union o2 Sandm, and
vith the eascutive of the Siiver-Lead Mine Ownern
Anw'mtim.

Meyor Pitts and Udeman Buskley of Sandon
accamanied vy &n our prel ninary qtu ‘wpon the
Otficers of the Miners Wnien, ¢

Messre. Smith, Husler and Davis, on oshalf of the
— - Union regeived the delegation nd whrile semswhat
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——“unysilding in-their attitude, deciared that they —
wvore ready el any time to meot the Mine Qwnors.
In the evening & mueting of tho following Mine
Owers and Manugers was secursd, vis 'Moasrs.nwxi,
Wood, Hughet and Wright, und at the suggestion

of the vieiting deputation en invitution was sent to

the officers of the Miners Union, who come to

tho rooa ofpthe 3.L.M.0. Assn. Mayor Pétts also,
by specicl invitutlon, vaing preeent.

The case having neen stufted for their res-
pective aides by Mr. Wood and Mr. Hagler a genmoral
discussion followed participatod in by all present.
The scule of wagos was gone over and it was found
that the ‘poim'.s of diiferengs were in regurd
to Hund Drillers, $3.00 offered, $3.50 demsnded -
Cuymen $2.30 to $3.00 offered, $3.00 demanded,
Laborers end Shovellors $2.50 offered, $3.00 dwmand-
ed.

The 0ff{icers of the Miners Unicn stated that
thare was uothing else in dispute . - The third
parties pnsm-t suggented that the parties com-
pracise tysplitiing the differences.

the Mira Owers present seemed disposed to |

- agree, the Union mn to retuse, After mush dis-
cussion two of the Mine Owners present mads the
following offer | - That they would recomend to
the Asssciation st its next meoting that the rate
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*t0 Carmen, Shovellers and laborers he made
23,00 por day and the rate to Hend Nrillers $3.25,
Ttha Ofticers of the Uaion said that they
would reprit this offar to the Uniom tut thut they
| could hold out little hope that it would t‘ss'ma@t-
ed. « It was understocd, that « specisl meeting
of the Union would bo hold av soon o8 possible to
nonsider the matter, and that an intimation would
he given to the represontatives of the S.L.JM.0,
Asnocistion nefors the date of its next meoting,
Dee, Hth, as to whsther or no such & basis of
settlenont would be accoptod by tham.

Mr.Wood and Mr. Hand agrecd that on raceipt
of notice fram the Miners Mion thet the wmon hed
decided to ancept the propos@l sattloment that
they would prepare & recommendation to be put
pefore the S.L.M.N.A, &t its next meeting, in
aceordence with ths torms outlined, ond they
eapressed their sonfidence in their avility to
sagure the acceptonee o{‘the sane, Among the
statements made ware those:-
llt; That ‘the grest difficuity in the way of
acceptance of ths $3,25 rate was the fact that it
would lower th: rate of wages of men who ars now
at work at a Ligher rato;

€. That thers were avout 200 idle men m,m
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*3pd, That Italians, although not nopulzsr with the

Union, were ednitted to memborship.

4th. That the wmen whom the Union would supply would
pe of all nationulities.

sth. Thot the Union in ovent of & gottlement

would not, interfers with the monegement of the mines

6th. That the uniform scule 0f wego could nok ve
depwrted from, Thut Hine Menagerscould end showld

protect thenselves by dischurging inferior men.

7th. That the two alleged Italiuns at the Payne
Mine claimed to os Austrians ny Birth and Katural iz
ed Citizens of ths Unitcd Stutes, snd thst they

hed been sent by sn aployment. agont in Seunttlc,
vhoso only warrant for eonding them was ths adver-

tisement of tho Mine Ownors Association,

Gth. On the othor hand it was wsserted that these
men rould not converse with Austrienn put only
with Italians, and that they hed with thes the
t,ickets of an emplmw;t a(gmcy;

9th. It was also stated by the Mine Owners preset,
that they hed a standing of fer of 2000 miners who
wore British sunjects at the Assoole’ ion rate of

wages -
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“Youwr deputation thurefore report that they rucceedell
1l8t. -~ In interviewing both parties 10 the dispute.
Z2nd. =~ In grtting the disputents together in
friondly conforence on the sunjoct.,

3rd. - In getting a stetoment of thoe actual points

in dispute.

4th. = In getting one of the partics Lo come more
then helf way toward the girround held by the other.
")th. = In leaving the purties in friendly commmie-

atioa, ond we trust mutuslly desirous of terminating

-the partod of idleness and oringing about the

spoady rosumption of work,

We trust that, the public muy soun have tho

gsat isfaction of hearing that thie has been ugsom-

plished.

Ve mﬁentlemen,
" Your obodient servantis,
(Sed.) G.0.Buchsnen,
0.,T.Stone,
John Keea."
(See Mahinit *H2°.)

In the meantine an effort had been umads o
the part oS't.ho Silver Lead Minas Assoeiation to
procure miners at the prices offered, md with
that objaet & notice had been sent 10 various Aebeuwr
oentres, vith o view of inskwiin inducing miners to
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come in? The notice is s followuse

oY SILVERLE D HIUES AS5001 a0 oM
0f British Colaibia,

SMdgn.BoCloo'-Ot.h»a.oo'ooQ-'Q

Vey
\‘.‘.I..ODCO.CCeﬁ"i.'.“l.l

Neur $irs

The mines of the Blogwn ¥ining Division of
Nritish Coluabia having heretefoce operated on a
busis of 83.50 por day of ton hours for minaers,
d the Govermment nf Rpigvie, Colunbie havi:g
reduced e day's lapor {(wderground) to eipht hours,
the following wages por day of eight hours will

hereattor be pald o sarpetent men by tho apove
Assuciationt

Hand Drillers 23.00

Maghine men £3. 50

Miners in shafts 3,50 to #4.u0
Canzen, 2,50 to 3,00
Lanorers, 2,8
Shovaliers 2,50
Blagkamiths 3.5 to 4.00
T1averwen, 3.50 to 4,00

Pron which 81, Mpormth vill ve deducted
for h«pim Gues} $1.00 a day will be charped for
first-class doard. Camfortasle m-hmq arev
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*free, but men furnish thelr own blankete.

MO TRANSPORTATION WILL BE
2SSOCIFTION,

FURMISHED WY THE

Soven duys work in the waek,

Yours t

the Silver-Leed Mines

ruly,

Assoc iatlon of

Reitich Columbia,

RN IR B B

{SFE Fahinit °Rk°

e e 8 '.C.Ilsecretuw"

).

They elso sdvertisd for 2500 miners, as followsgt-

*WANTE
2,500 MINERS

Dt

To work in the Metailiferous Mines of Rritich
Columhia, at the following prices per day of elght

hourst«
Hend Drillers
Machine men
Miners in Shafts
Carmen
Shovel Lord
Lanorers
thkmitim
T imbe rmen

83.00
B350
3.50 to #4.00
2,50 to 3.00
2,50
2,50
3.50 to 4,00
3.50 to 4.00

Sendon , British tolumuia. ¥

(See Rahirit "0%)
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Mr. Prank A.¥ood and Mr X W.Wright, on pehulf
of the Silver-lLeud Mines Association went to
-~ Seattle, znd he desoribes wnat tookx pluce as
follovss~-
*0. Well, wers you in Seattle securing men ?

A, T was in Jeattle. |

0. To segure man ?

A. To sesurs mon to some to Slocan of their owm
ugeord and pay theolr osn fare, T wee there merdy
as an adverticing agoent of The Silvor-leazd Mines
Aszoclaticn, telling the men whan I met the actual
condition of affairs here as near as I could and
the wages that wers bains offored for certain
chasues of work; Told evary men to whom I spoke
that I was not there to contract with them at all.
The S.iver-Lesd Mines Association advertised for
them v~ “er & eertain séhaaule of wogcs., We had
seversl commnications from Seattle from individ-
ualg ond from employment sgencies there, asking
about the condition of affairs hors, It was thought
vest by the Assoclation to send Mr. . W.Wright and
ryasli to the Ceast to explain mattera fully to
all the men we mat. If they suw fit to come here
of their om ecgerd and pay thelir own fare we
‘gdarmteed then that they would not be harmed

which guarantes om our psrt was not neecssary to
b6 made, as there wrse 0 vialence daing used -
hare, but men 1. differsnt towns had formed an
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ides that wherever thore was a strike there was
violence. That is about as plain a statesent, as I
can muke.

0. With rofesence to sy men that you saw at
Sesttle it was said as I 'remembor it that Mr.
Mchonald vas informad that you had seid that ,
&f{ter shayr had crossed the line you would pay their
fere,

Ao No sir, I did not say 80 and hod no insiruc-
ticns fram enyvody to meke that oifer.s I had
several men come to me on the stimet and come
to my hotel, telling me thut they wouid come hom;
That they were out of employment and wered broke.
Thet thay would cems here if I paid their tara; 1
told them all no, that I could not pay their fare
and would not., That thut was net the clags of men
we wanted in that country. Men we had to pay
their fure into the comtry.. ‘

Q. Then you snd Mr. Wright were the two that
wera authorixed by the Association to ast in the
matter 1’

A. Yes sir.

0 Mr AT¥right

A. Yeu sir, Mr.A.W.Wright,

Q. This you may answer if s0 ingl imd'. Did you
enter into any eontract for the importshion of

alien Laber ¢
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“A. I did not.

Q. Was there any contruct mads or entered into
by or with the authbrity of Mr. Wright to yowr
knowledge 7 |

A Not to wy knowledge. Of course while in
Seattle I gained en audicnce with most men I saw
there through the employment agencies. I foumd at
Mr.Monger's employment ogency,st 206 Washington
Jtreet, that he had a schedule of wuges upon
the vourd on the outside. He acquainted the men
that cam into his office, thut I wus there and
if they would talk with me I could tell them fully
about the conditiong that existed in( this country,
and could assure them if necessary thayi those
wages wers really being offered, which I did to the
best of iny apnil it.v‘.

Q. With what rosult ?

A. I have not seen any of the men thut came from
Seattle. I nelieve thers was one mun came to me
as the trein pulled out Sunday moming and told e
he was golng to Sandon. 1 don't know whather he

ever reached here or not.®
, (See Tvidence Pages 123-128

To sountaract this uction on the purt of the
ownars the Sandon Mhion sent Mr. Mngus J.MeDonald
vho arrived at Seattle ¢n the 7th Novemoer last.
He saw the Notice awove ment ioned, posted at
an enploment agancy there, and in erder to



-107~

Al offert of
counteract the smme gaused to be posted up and

distrioutod smong the men the following notice t-

“JLABORING MuN ¢
ATTRHTION

REW/RE of all agents ind advortisamonts for the

cployment of men'in the Slogan Country,British

Columbia.

L T T 2 LT ey

The trounle netween Miners and !Mine MHanegers is

not vd settled and you ure roquented to stay awgy.

.........

You will no notified when matters wre adjusted.
Nev, 6th
1699

Bagcutive Committes, Nov.Gth
Sendon Miners' Union. 1699
(SSdo) JlﬁuJoMGﬂﬂH&ld'

Room 16 Brunswiek Hotel.®
(See Pxhinit "6°)

He slsw eaplained to the wmen tho situstien in

the Slocsn NDiastrict and esdvised Lhom not 10 ecue

in. /\A cartain number of mén did zane in. The
acticn taken by tha Union is cegecrived in the

éwidmee of Mr. Darvidson, us followat~

*Q. I think I wderstand where the whole trousle
' 1!; Then [ a@poujho next ste) was_the owmers
wers Jdesirous of getting in men and the Union
desirsus of parsvading men to stay mnt ¢




L cmum thir oﬂortl ? o

*A. There is no use denying, that is the faot.

© Qe K Davidson, weuld you givo-m a wird

picture of the fisht, of the cmtost'. Mrat

tell me the mothods of tho owiers as you wnderstood
It. We hava had it on their side, then tell

me the methods of the Union fram your uido;

A... You want s to tell the methods of the Union?

Qs Vell, you might tell me fran the other side
28 you understend it,

A. Vell, the Cumpanies certainly tried to get
men to work for their suble of wages that they
oftomd.

Q. I mxppoiu you did not blune them for thaet ?

A. Net at ull,

Qs Wers thair efforts descrived by Mr. Angus
MeDonald before me the other nicht 7

A. Aoout the Alien Laocr, ves.

e Wag ik nm of your auty mdcr the Unicn, to

Av 1% onrtainly Wl ,

Q. Now, let us see how you set avout it ?

As  tThey wkamm for men ard sent sen as w
believe as Agmats, mnd we advsrtised the fast that
there was a dispute hora over wages and alao
eireulated those postars over the goumtry as mueh
as possivle, md slso sent Agante to explain the
situntion fully 0 working sem in ali parts shere
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“the Owners wer: %rying to get them, delieviag it
everything was ra;~esented in its true light that
all intelligent mev; would mpm\iu with us and
stay away,

Q. Where 4id you ss™d your agents ? |

A. Ve have hod Aments in 3eattle, Tagama -
Coast cities, and we also had e ngent in some of
the mindng districts in the Rastern Pruvincn.
the reaten for sending agents to explain this matter
was that several men hed come in from varicus
points, and upon finding out how thinge stood here
in regards to the wage question thay would not go
to work; Sympathised with us end would not g0 to
wprk for less than we would. %o we came t0 the
epinion that the thing should ne oxplained fully
before man left their hase to came here st all,
because it was much better for them to stay ab
hane than to come hare and fina t.hiné as they
wore, not uthfutory.

Q. How isany men do you think you have preventsd
cming in altpgather ¢

A That is a very hard thing to estimate.

0. Just roushiy. Ssy from the States se nany,
fram the Bast so memy and s0 on ¢ _

A« there is no doust that we have prevented
100 ¢eming frun Seatile and no telling how many
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“might have came.

Q. And how many fram the Coast ?

A. You mean from the Coast of British Columbia ?

Q. Yes ?

A. I could net form an estimate,

Q. Or from the Rast ?

A. I don't know, there are plenty of them o
come.

Q. Wuwre di4 you have your agonts in the Zast ?

A. In Sudoury.

Q. Well, how many do you think errived, not per-
heps only in Sandon but Slocen pistrict all told 7

A, Wall, I tal} ym@ I eould probaoly give you
that figure later om. |

Q. Could the Secretury give me that ?
A. I velieve eo. I can tell how nay ceme fram
Scattla; to my certain knowledge.
Q. Mow many ?
A. ten mw csoe fram there all told,
Q. How far Gid they get ?
Ae They eams to Sandon.
.Q. And how leng did they stay ?
A; Yall, the [irst two that cume went to work,
o Yos. | . |
A; And the mest two that csme, shsn they found 0
hew things stovd here they turned round ond went
bask on the train the neat day- |
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*"N. That is four ¢

A, And w0 mare czms on e duy and i del leve there

is wne in town yel and one in Yoadlund.

% And of the rest 7

A. Thore is two more, thay sre working now et
the Sovereign Mine 1 tallvve.

Q. At whet weges 7

Ae  $3.50 por duy,

0. Did the Unien nssisdh ey of theme prople in
cotting sway 7

Ao Yos, we did.

0. To whut eatent ?

Ao we paid thelr fare as for os Rosiland, threo
of them.

Q. Are thoss al)l thot reeched Sandon 80 fer us
you know ?

A That is wo far as U Xiow poveonally, the ten
that 1 roforred to .

QA. Wore any threats or visience used in sny way?

A. Tene oY all; ’

Q. How wers thoy indused to to g0 duck ¥

A; we simply stated the state of affaire here
‘regarding wnges md they teld us thay ,wdul.d not
work for ny less than we wwld.'

( Ses pages 145-146k 147 and 148 of Yvidevee)

On the 1lth Novesder the Sandon Unim sent
‘the following telegram te Sir Wilirid Laswiart~




- 112 -

*5ir Wilfrid Laurier,
Otteve;
1300 Canadiin minerv of the Sloean, with

their wives und fanilles, are voing driven

out of Cenoda oy tha lmportition of lebor from
the United Stutos. Wine ownavs of the Sloean
are lsporting men 1o tuke our plases. Our
wives enfl £omillisg end all othori doponiet

en our labours, 68 woll ag we curzrivesn, ipesd
t2 ymu; Wo ask you to assist us in securing
tho coforganent of the Alien Tauey Lm'\ A8
Brednich subiosis ve nuturelly x*eé'mm tho
eircuastances which aro driving ns from oug
nativo Lm‘zfi'. Wilk you, us Pivat 1! inistor of
tho Crown, sesure for us the protestlon vhizh
ths Alien Lavor Tew provides ¢ Plssse vugiae
us by en lmosdiate yeply ihat we will have
your no»qparaxien;

(Signed) W.L.Hagler,
See, Sendon Miners' Union.®

(See Exhivit "H*)
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My, Smith, the President of the Union, says
as to thigte
*0. Did you 5o thedispstch puol ished in tho
puper sent to Sir Wilfrid Laurier by Mr. Hagler 7

A. Yes.

Q. Do you consider that o foir stotesent ?

ke Yes.

Q; I belicwe it stoted that 1000 miners with
gosnilios woro thrown out of cuployment, Do you
gonsider that o felr statewnnt T

Ao Yes, That 18 not only in this district but
ineludes Wnitowater, Wew Denver, Skocin City,
Silverton and Sondan.®

Seo Ywidines puge 114)

Mr. Davidson, o menver of the 3endun Undon,
fn regard to this spys o9 followat-

*#hat [ wish €0 state is this, that 1t has bam
intimated that every one of those 1000 men ware
merricd mei, ond it is not necessury thab each
one ui those men should be married asceriing te
the way the dispatch vas worded. Thers are & great
meny wen in this cowntry who hava hcen in tiw
havit, to my poeitive knowiedam, of sending monay
t0 ether parts »f Canada t¢ help their purents
and others® Py that iy meant all depundent o
them, 80 i 18 not necesuory thut wil the 1000 mea
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should e murried men, as 1o generally referred te
by the dispateh,

Q. You mean that it is not the idea as commented
uon 7

A. Yes, ond I wish to state it right, and also
"I might state that when these men cume in fram
Seattle, the first two of then reached here, we
wero told they (Association) could get 2000 men
or mora to take our pleses ond upon the arrival
of thoso tvo wa made wp our minds that this was
provably the stacting point for this threat to te
put into exccutien. Threat is provavly not the
right word thore. S0 wa coasldersd, s Cenadicns,
that it wes high tlue to protent against Mlien
laber etalng in to Meitish Colwubia, We b2va no
objoeticns to eny Auoricwn eitizens, who eve goud,
intolligont non, who ney heppen teo euns in en
their own accord end toke equal chinces hare with
ug, but wo do ovject to any inaividual Compuny or
Corporation Brying direstly or indirectly to oring
in foreign 1  ,,,«.“étgto this part of Canada or sny
other part of Canada. I believe that is anout all
I have to say on the mat ter, ®

(See Bvidence psge 151.)
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snd to Mr. Wood he eaid:-

"Ry Mr..mom

I would like to ask you Mr. Davidson, thut if in
your opinien you bolisve thut telegrim to be true;
thap there were 1000 Cunadian miners of the Sleocan
with their wives, children, ste., osines driven
out ?

Ay VWell, I will tall vou I peliove that is tiue
shd will toll you the rewson for so thinking.

e Thuny, I nclicve you just etited in your
ovidango thot there wers woout 000 miners aaplayed
hero whon tha mines closed down, wore thoy in your
opinion obl Cunediens ¢

A, No, not in this buwdiate vicinity, they vmie
not all Cooudiensg.

0. How meny mon in your opinicn wece noin~
awnloyed here uf the time this musboge wes sent 9

e ¥oll, I will give you n Little explenstion
in this motter. The Silver-Leud Mines Anuoniation
covors tho Sleocsn country ond Nolseon., They eatead
that far, don't they ?

0. Yes, Skocan snd Fast Kootenay.

As  And Nelson ?

Q. No, there is a different Association there.

A Now, the ides is sinply this. The Associstion
covers this acopo"é‘)f sowiiry, for Rast Xootenay and
all. Ws are not fi@x't-ius this thing strietly for
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"Sundbn elone. We ulao . a¥e interested in Kast
Kootonay, members of our Union wre in Rest Kootenay
end 90 we ale0 tuke In tho sane scope as The
Silver-leud M i‘“g Aaenz 1ot 1Ga.

Q. T only wanted to dmow if you oael ieve this
massage iy teue ¢

As You.

2 fnd 1 nelieve you suid in your eridenes that
tho main resson that this telogrin wus sent was
thes boecsuge you had vnderstood or the nion hed
undorstood that Tho Silver-Lesd Minove Agsociaticn
ware shout to bring in 2000 men ?

A Ve wora told that by wn Iadividual madoer
of ithe Aegcaiation,®

(Sco ¥vidence puges LH5-156.)

Mr. Haglox, tho Secrotuxy ¢f the Unlen, oleo

gaid in regard t0 this telegrun t-

~ “Thut telegram hes boen critisised a grost
desl snd when T ssnt that telegrun wo had men
eoming in frem Sesttle, al ien luborers, and men
were ccming in here at the rete of two & day and
we wanted t0 uss all legitimate memns 10 stop that
ieportation of aliwn lubor, md it was natural
that we should apply to Sir Wilfrid Laurier to sse
that the lav was anforeed, and as to 1,000 nen
with their fmdkding vives and familics, there is »e




“onssperalion.

Q. Anything further in that regard ¢

A, ¥o I do not think so.

Q; Or any other sunjcet or muttor you would
1ike to pring hefore me 7

A. I wigh to say in connociion with tho exhibite
in the evidenco of A.J.MeNonald and I may otate
thet Mr. Hand also stuted iu the presenco of Mr.
Wood,Mr. Hughes, Mr. Wright, Hr. Dividson ond Mr,
Smith that ho ewid get 2,000 working men fron
Rurgpe oy ueing the ceble 0 cuma to Reitish
(‘!olmhié. I thipk Mr. Kesn was als0 present,
ond algo My, Bucdheren, metoors of the Doaxd of Tride
of Kaglo. Mr. Hend had told ne pefors thet theay
would uvndoubiedly get raen in , thoy hed ngente
in Faglaud o got men in for the mineg, thoy would
fat & class of men in hore frun any sowce. T huwe
lotters in my possgession from men in the United
Suten asking if it was true thut the Silver-Lesd
Mines Associution wwtml' 2,000 men. I wrote wnd
told them that they did not, I did not know vhare
they could put them if they had then.

Q. ¥ suppose the Union dces not dany the right
of the Association t0 advertise ior men ?
A, No sir, out wo loaked upem it as veing hurt-
ful to m;'

(Ses Bvidencs page 224.)




From the foregoing it will me seen that on my
arrival at Sandon on December 5th, the conditions
wore o8 followst~ Owing to the introduction of
the G-=hour law the Silver-Lead ) ines fssociution
had given notice thut thoy would pey 23.00 inctead
of 33;&0 per dsy for minors. The miners refused
t0 accopt this offor, and on the duy the law cum
into force, 19th June, tho men coased to work ém
‘the shipping mines were practically closed'. An
offort wes made on tha part of the Assocfiation to
induce minars to cane in, vut I do not find that
there was any breach of the Alien Lubour Law. Ten
maﬁ did como in, of vhem only two remained in the
mina, wad the attempt up to this time on ths purt
of the omers to ovtain miners in place ¢f timse
who refuscd §0 work at the wego offersd fuilad. The
effort of the deputetion sent oy t:,:.A Joerd of Trele
of Kaslo to promote a sstilemont 4igo .!eziied, and
the rosult wes that production in the Slocen Nistrig

ceasoed,

THR ®PrP0 O THE TROUMLY.

The injury caused to all parties by this condithoy
of thingswas very great. The weges in that distriet
dropped from $50,000 por month to $10,000 per uwth;

The cutput of the mines in the Slocan
Division as recorded et Kaslo for 1899 fell short
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‘ of that for 6% by $772,17; whereas it ought
: - %0 have doubled,
‘ The Kootenay Railway und Navigation Campuny
for Lthe montus fram Jmé Lo Novembor inclusive
showed a decreuse in tonnuge of 0, 3 tons amd o
desreuse in eurnings of $5,126. Mr Revert Irving,
Kanogur, stites thet “had we not ewporiensed
proesont conditicng the year 1699 would have been
the banner yesr 61 the cwaps The repressntatives
of Smelters dnterested in the matter estimated en
outyut In excess of 55,000 tons during this year®.
The falling off in freight «und earnings on that
portion of the Cenudian Pesitic Rellway ruaning
into the Slocun District was oven lore mark-d., Por
& paricd of six months ending Novemoer 16%, and
the swmw perioq for 1b¥9, the inwerd tresffic de-
orevsed for M99 oy 957% tons and £10,052, wnd the
ovtwanrd tonnwge @cm@e(i ir the sane year oy
7,476 tons snd 3110,363, or a total decranse of
6,429 tons and $170,396,

Ve CIPITAL  DECTRRED,
*he labour troubles have wndoudtedly had a

erious elfect in deterring eapital from coming
into British Coluwwia and in delaying develcpment.
aae evidence upen this point Is unanimous and
overvheluing, A few quotstions here te given,

Pt Rt



ulzo-

Gsorese Alexander, who represents the "Ruth®,
“Whitewster®, “Jackson”, “Antoine®, md °R.S.len®
mines eeys on page 5%«

"Q; ¥hat effect in the develguusnt of the gsuntry
would the ehanged concitions have by yesson of

the new law ¢

A, ¢chere i8 no «: ikt that the country has tem
vory much injured uy ‘he stoppegs of work. The
introdustion of cspital has been very seriously
affoctod. That I, know very weil.

¢, Could you be more definite with regerd
to they point ?

A Yes I cans I know of lerge investuents of
capital in Bngland which would hive paen made
within the last six mwmnihs but which have been
entirely put an end to by this trounle., Writish
Colunbia Ahm & vory farourshle position upon the
London market investors were well dispossd towurds
British Colunbia; that is now stopped mtimly.

Q; Can you refer to any instances shich m’m
come to your Rnowledge ?

.A; ¥ know instences, but wou'd rether not
mens ion ﬂm;!"

Q. Whet was the sacwmt of expital that yeu
have knowiedss of ?

k. 21,000,600,
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* 0. What effect hed these changed econditions in
regord to the incrsage of the ordinary output of the
mines that have heen devoloped. I mean wjere

thay in such a hsalthy condition that an incressed
output was expected ?

A‘. “The mines in thia canp have never baen in go
good a position for large output. Any ons who had
means of knowing felt confident that the output of
this year would far excead the output of former
veors. I may give you the following figures ¢

1696 1697 1898

Colunbia metal
sutput $4,816,955 7,567,551 7,322,755

Lede Mines 4,257,179 7,052,431 6,529,420
Weet Kootenay 4,022,785 6,765,763 6,042,975
Slocan District 1,654,011 3,%0,686 2,615,852 °

(Sce Ry dence pures 59-32,)
C.l.Hand, Manager of the Payno Mining Campeny
3ays8 on page 52:- | a

"Q. ‘that knowledge have you of any particular
ingtences whero investments wc:ld have been made had
it not becn for the lavor trounls ¢
A Tamnot pemmitted to speeify. It would mot
be right; But I am permitted to say under oath
that I bel ieve that 1€ the conditions were

restored, if this eight hour law had not been paseed
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“yes I think that, I have veen informed that there
would havo been an introduction of eapital of frem

four to five millions/ defore the present time.
This 1s the only investment within my knowledge.
0. Do you think that investaent would still ne
mude ik the trouble wes settled ?
A+ I think the same Investment would be made
if the troudle was settled netwson the mine owners
Associatign and the Miners' Union; I val ieve
that that investinant would come in inside ot

gix months,*®

H.B.Crossdale, Generul Menager of the Hall
Mines Compuny, Nolson (Silver King) says at pege
68 - '

*Q awxnax What effect upen the investment of
foreign capitel has the strike or shut down had in
your judament T

A« I think 1% stopped capival eoming into the
amt.ry;

s To sny great extent 7

A. 1 smnot in & position te say howmueh } I
have veen tald that it stopped larga wmounts
eoming in; .

Porhaps the moet conclusive proof of the
effect of the labour trounle m the iuyumut of




-l25 -

foreign capital is found in the evidence of T.J.
mﬁcm, Hanagar of *The Nunesn Hings,Ltd,*, and two
subsiduary campanies with o capitul stock of
£150,000 sterl ing, who huve alrewdy spent
2455,4 02 -

*0s At the time this cumpsny was formed and

arrangeiacnts made to bring out this capitel, was
there eny trousle in mining distriets in Rritish
Coluwubia in regard to laber ?

Ar. I 1aft here for London about & year sgo last
Septamber or Octover snd et that time everything
was going on satisfactorily in the mining way., !
huard no ecmplaints fran my of the sen, they gen-
erally worked 10 howrs shift in the day tims and
9 at night, Yhen we wers working i u bud pluce,
such as a wet drift or wiere the air was bad, we
only worked & hours shift and scuet imes less than
thet, tut it wes left altomether 0 the disecretion
of the Mine Mansger or foressn, as the case might
bs. DNuring last winter I c\mk & shaft on the
Granite using o machine with stemm power and paid
the men $3.50 for w & h@u* shift,

O That was before tha & heur lav cams inte
tores 7 |

Ac Yos vefore the & hour ler was heard o4 eod
whon the drifts were working 10 hour shifsa we




- 124 -

“ns.id the same wages, vis: $3.50 for miners, and
£2.%0 for muckers. ¥hen home in Lendon forming
this Company the fact was pointed cut to s by msny
that we were paying a higher rate of wages in |
British Colunbia than in many other psrte of the
workd., Consaquontly operating the mines cost a
geod dasl more, but I znswered this sy sayiog
al though we A0 pay more weges than other parts
hadl to pay, still we had a betier clays of wmen
than t.haj had in the Argentine Repunlic, South
mariea end different places in which this argu-
nnt would be brousht 15 pe in favor of.  A.bstter
class of men, and this was under the British llag,
waa;;&m o country whers the mining laws were good
and life and proparty weore respected and protected,
snd a8 a general thing the men saved their meney,
went py “:‘:pa:;t ..e;, fownd cther clalms partizlly
devel oped iw themsel ves and got them %0 such a stage
28 thay could be offered to capitalista for invest-
ment,, and msny of the vest mines in this cowitry
have teen found and opersted in the Mm way., Anovn
evarything we had no later troubles ss they hed in
other eoumntirios. ,

Q. What eifset di4 that have wpon the espitaliste

A Well it hod great effect pm hin. In fact I
have more to thaak that argavent U seaing sl
{wwmmalmmriaW‘
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“only succeaded in raising money for the floatstion
) of the Granits Gold Mines Timited, but slso gt the
full emomt suoscrived for the Nelson Rlestric Tram-

Q. Hownmmueh § what wae the full emount 7

A, The Pritieh Rlectrie Tractiva Canpuny is the
parent Compsny end £ll that is subscrived at pres-
ont is SR'),H“),G%‘. Yhere 1s no stock gold, everye
thing ie held by tha Rritish Pleotrie Traction
Canpeny, but that was the emcuot set coide for
this pioge of work and thoy esn bo called wupon
for sww 1f ne. uBsexry.

0. Hos that work teon polus on ?

As Yaos nir,

0o Vow wany etaplaiicn 7

ﬁg‘. Well enly for an accidont In the power
housa thoy would hove baen in operation on Mewdays
the rosd is comploted now for this yeur,

0. Thet wes yeur enpsrience in the Engligh
market ? What wes the total smowmt suvucrived
for the Reitisk Rlectrig Traction Compeny ?

Ac T do aot rauanber,

« . 0c—1Is it a Writish Compeny ?
o il A. Yas sir. It is the largest Kleetris Cougeny
= ~ in the world, I balisve they cpepate at some 40

places throughout the me Sir Mln
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"Rivers-Wilsen is the fhairmen of the Board.
0. Well then you retumed {ran Mand?
A. Yos sir, I ran right wp sgainst this Legise

lat.ion which hus erippled us all swwser.

) You mean the & hour dey ?

A; Yot air; It mokes it all tho more sgeravating
ag I had beun trying to explain to them that a
astrike wes one of the things thut could not happen
hera 1n fact it nover hed b@fﬂ!‘ﬁ'g

N, ¥hat effcet do vou think this trounle ln
rezuard L0 wagps belwoun the owners and mon will
hove vpen Inveostment of foreign cupitel 7

A Woll of course they hwd gbligateg thaiselvaes
in e way nofore T lefi, to spond this menay, in
thage dofinite schanes.  Ho had the Grinile ead
Royod Cengdden grouws widor bond wnd el) wat the
lost peymont hud poon mode.  Thersfore wa hed o
€0 on with the work or ébse the money that we hid
slraady spent would have been losti wo they ln-
structed me t0 g0 on with it and do ths nest I
cauld, We hud twe very larger propert les under
consideration; our engineer hudeasstined them and
reporied faveranly to London end I vas advised 4
eur Lendon Rosrd not to toush them until this
“troudle wau settled, m'm as 30 as pessislo
to go down to Californis and recpmm & uine
that we have down there which has been shut down
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“for a m They also told me to do as little
work as possinle on the sewaral proporties we have
ali over the country, fame in Ymir and in othar
parta, end for thet reasen I paid the $100 for
the assesments of a mood reny of tham inte the
feveriment oificé.'r'”

(Sea ovidenco pagns 427-430),

388 w80 the evidenes of J.Rodorick Robartaun,
Goneral Menagor of the Lowmdon nd Britieh Colunnia
Geid Malﬁn,:f:ig?%;ﬁ, London, Pnglond, vhe have
Invanted $750,000 {n eush st Holson, ezxzr):o&%ﬁr
lovge disvurgerents (px'emataly ag much umm), who
are nos ouploying 75 miners, 130 mea in sonpirug-
vion viork sad oould esplvy 200 more ninsrey witheout
ogquieleg sy roreproportles. e say8 ah pegas
169 and 49080

"Monay has to our ensoluts knowledge heen
divarted in other directions, Privite and Company
enterprise has in the past few years oxpendsd large
suns of money in brincing before the investing
publ g in Oreat Britain and slsswhere the prospects
of British Colusbia as o field for invedbent,
and the efforts of these partéiicdrould have sam, ¥
slight, velght in consideration with the legis~
lature and woters when dealing with ining legis-

lation, Our Campan los have assisted in cpen ing
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“wp nev districts, and indiruetly helped and

sided many miners wnd prospectors in this country
by cutting out miles of trail, bullding many miles
of gout waggon road und Xecping sams in repair, not
only in west, out in east end south Kootenai,
proctically st our owm cost., Our Compunios have
not bocn fuvored with nuuercus or lerge sudsidies
from mytually intorested individusls or {rom the
Govormuent. ¥We 4o not regzrel thut our empenditurs
in these directions have largely helped our
friends nd noighbore, the prospectors and owners
of porhsps swaller proporties, oul we do elain that
that the Govermaent and our fellow voters should
toke thoss fuproverento Into consideraticn when
passing mining lews 80 soriousky Jooperdising ow

shoreholdars Interasts.”

Geauel FePouler, Mining Boglneor for the
London end Beftdsh Coluuia Gold Pields Linited,
operat ing the Ymir Mines Timited and the Bntore
prise Mine, Limited, end ahso Fngineer for the
Whitevster Mines Limited, ssys at page 404:-

*Speaking &8 to thu effect of the present
condition of affairs upen the introdustion of Englidk
“eapital, I may say that [ save netige to the head
office of our Londm and Aritish Coluia Cumpeny
that this luw would provutly be put inte eperstisn
ahortly sfter the time that I wrete, and what I

R L .
i
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*thewght the results would de. Their statement
was to the eflect in reply that thsy were very sorry
the negotiations had gone &8 far as they had with
respect to the purchass of the Enterprise Mine,

but that they could net then drew back frem the

conmuemoation of the burgmin.®

.

Mr. Bornurd MacDonald, Genersl Minsger of the
British Mserica Corgoration Limited, the 1u Rol
Mining Company, Limited, the Bust Lo Roi Mining
Caapuny Limited, the West Le Rol Mining Compuny,
Limited, end the Colunvin-Kootenal Mining Canpuny
Limited, representing o copitsl of 26,19 ,7560 end
auploylng petweso five eand six humdred mon, say8
ob pogus G30-G3Ls -

“0. Heve you consldarad the effeet of the & hour
Yaw o the doveld spment of the mindng Industry in Brk -
igh Colunbin 9

A. Yes. I have had cccasion to consider that
singe ity anectment.

Q. And would you atate your views; you have

comnitted your views to writing, would you read them

slowly ? A

A. For awut three years previgus to my present
engaamment I had ‘mn wi‘oyod as the Hining Engines
aﬁd Mansger for Mining Compan ies comjoced of Mon~
treal and Torento eepital ists. During this tim I
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*was camisgionsd to exsmine and investigste the
| mineral resources of ths mining cunp in Reitish
. Columblia, snd I exsmined und reported, wnong others,
on the 1e Rei, Centre $Star and other mines in
tha Rossland Canp, the Payns and other mines in
the 3andon smwp, md the Repudlie and other mines
in the Republ ic ¢emp in the State of Washington.
T~ *he gase of all the minses nuamed ny reports
sithor heve peen the influence or the cemse of
the outright purchese or o ths invostment of
large sums of capital in the mine snd cumps nueds
This business kept me Iy continucus touch with
waalthy gepitulisis of Bustern Cenadu, or tholr
apenis, I know pofore ths pussigs of the U hour
low, these wien ehawod desided proforaiwe for ine
vhomient in pinsg within the territoy of the
Bomindon, end perticulaciy in the Province of
Aritish Colunoia} in fect *they would not listen to
a suggestl i for the exwuinition of a forwien

proparty.  Sinca, however, the enauctitent of the &

hour law, and the lavor troubles incidental thereto,
1 know that Cenadisn capitelists are secking foreign
investminte, in fact showing » dacided prefarence
for m. Quite recently there huve been seversl
hundred tuousands ¢f dollars of Canadisn money
invested in the Republic Camp in the State of A
Vashingven, e I valiove largs wams of nemey w
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"alno veing invested in the mining eumps of Oregon
and Cal itfornia,

% That is all Csnadian monsy ?

Av AL} Canadisn money. And nefors leaving
Montreal 14 enter wpon the xioaition I nrow hold, a
voalthy Montreal syndionte was nogotiating with
no to smeaupeny them to Mewleo to enamine and
report on a mining proposition there, which thoy
wors prepsrod to purshase if my enemination snd
roport would corrovovate the reports on the neme
proporty then in their poseession. I eite these
fow instences which hsd come within my porsenal
knowledgn, «3 showing that Cenadion supital svaile
ande for Invostuent in mining ontorprises ig now
saakiug opportunivies fn feraign cowiiviss, dig-
viguwdlng those of British Colwinie, wnd I kaow thisg
is lewgoly, 12 net entively guu, t0 the cnash.aeni
of tho B hour lew end the fear of further wifavor

anle lagdslation vy the Provinoial Guvormneat.®

Keniy Glegerich, General Merchunt in Seadon
tlace e canp was formud sayele
“0« Nave you any way of informing me of the effest
ef the shvt down ar strike ¢
Ac L have in my own vuniness,
Q; Witheut going lato detall could you informme
whal the effevt hus veen ¥ -
As Yes, I can give youa true Zigurs ind how {8




w 132 »

*hes affected me. We start our year in March
usunlly, Teke inventcry the tirst day of Mareh,
and vegint. Ing on that vueie my wusiness for 1697
for the mouths of Mareh, April snd kay averamd
38 por eent more than for the same months in 16%.
Ror the months o3 Ture, July, August, Septemver,
Ootover end Novamber of 1899, my businevs shows a
 decresse of 42 per cont.
- VQ‘. As qompared with the swmne months of 1698 9
A Yes, LSH, And taking the rotio of tho
in¢rouse of the three menths prior to June firet,
a8 & busls of estimete 1 consider that my bueiness
hus decreased fully 60 per cont of what I oxpacted
to do this year, snd our fhigdd clmrges renained
nearly the sume as under the bncmsed busirms, it

) mum a very heavy locs to me this vesr.

Q.’ Was your business a large business 7
ho Wall, I think wo, anout the lorgost in
Sandon,*
(Sno. Bvidence puans 17{5 nd 179)

300 slso the evidenes of John Degp/ Broker
of Rossland, pams 663, /'?’
30 also ovidenee of C. R.HOpa,Mmr of the

"Roily Baith® mine, paget 703-740,

8. St. Oeorge Hameraley pasze m '
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G.N.Scott page 736,

Mpr.T.B.May, Manager ol the Bunk of British
cghuaa st Sandon sayst- L

'Q. (ould you indicate the effact of the present
shut down on the mining vusiness ?

Ao I know Qefinitely as to tho reduction of the
pay rolls. The pay rolls here I would consider if
things were working setisfactorily would be a sum
of from $35,000 to $80,000 a month. At the present
ting at the mines propar, I do not think thet the
pay rell is more than frun $12,000 to $15,000 a
month.

0. By mines proper you mesn tho produ:iv: mines ?

A, The producing mines.

Q'. I suppose there ure ¢ortein prospasts end
difterent propositions as they eall them upon which
work is being dome ¢

A, Yes of courss. The effect wpon the town it- ~ -

salf hus been very marked, I gather this cf course
from my private cenverdations with my custaners.
There are prretically only two kinds of stores here
thst wre regaired, that is the hardware merchants
snd the groser and dry goods,  As regards deals that
have boen of fected by the present situstion I '
sonsider that that is problemstis. In a mining
treassction you never Xnew that the transastion is
going to be cumpleted until the money is patd. It
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*this aifficulty lasted 12 montha the effost would
be disastrous and several merchants who huve good
backing woul@ have to remove,

Qs If the matter cadd be adjustod now ?

Ao Tf the matter could oo adjusted now I look for

a vottor timo and I lock for e vpatter time than we
have ever had in the pasty and I think o good result
would caxe fram the prosent pricas. I fleated the |
City Deventures this Spring in Montreal, there

ig an indnbtedness upon the \own of $15,010, whigh

I floied in Montreal. If this difficulty was
prolongel thoro night be a dunger arising from
strong party foel ing which would by injuricus to
many trades people, between ownors, miners and
nusinegs poople,® |

- (See Rvidones peges 270 and 270.)

The ef{.et of the lebour troubles wdvubtedly
“is to parolyss ¢o a vary large eatent pusines: in

- the Sloecan District, except in those cases where

devel opment work had to ve ‘done,

REWEDY,

The remedy to de applied to this state of
things must o« either. (1) #w the craers and map
to endesv.ur to reach and adjustment 6f their
Gifticulties, or (2) for the owners to encasveur
to progurs ether men to vork the mines. 'w Larey




‘The first course was and is, in my julgment,

~ t0 be preferrsd if » compramise ceasonable and fair

to sll parties can e hed, Having fomed this
opinion I took the esrliast opportunity te
impreas it wpon the Mine Mansgers and the men, -
and found that they both agreed with me in this
view. MNr. Hard, the Manuger of the "Payme® saysi-

*Q%Me you hold any office in the As#ochtien ?
" A T s a0 of the Viee-Presidente; Mr.Hi.B.
klexander who is now abaent, is the othor..

Q. Is there any reaeon why a conference should
- not 58 hed vetwsen the Mine Owners Associution and
tho Miners Union ¢

A'. There {8 no omtmlel.

Q. Is the Asscoiation willing ?

A. Well as a business man purse and simple, X
ghould say that there would be no reason why a8

reancnanle men the memders of the Assosiation
should not meet the members of the Miners Union.

o As far as you are ¢oncermed you are ready to
prauote that ?
A. Yes sir.."
(Ses Bvidence pagm 63.)

" The sbovs evidence was given on the morming
of the 6th December and on the resuptin of
the evidence in the afternomn I received a )
both Zrom the Silver-Lesd Mines Asvosiation and

e U
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the Miners' Union to sdjourn the sittings of the
Comuisslon and allow & camittes of three from

each side t¢ moet, with the view of adjusting the
difforencer, and I was requestsd to attend. To this
request I acceded, fThe Comittes met; the inter
view lagted thrae hours} the views on both sides
were fairly enchenged, and while no sgraagent was
roeched, & distinet advange towards a settlement
hed boon made. The mesting was cordial thioughout
and the difficultice arising cut of the G-hour law
ard the interests of either side, as théy wero
uffected, ware very ably prwsanted.. l?hé Snfer«_
Lead Mines Aszosiution at this mosting offered to
pay $5.00 for aurmen and oLhor lanorers and %3.-5
for miners. this X considered un important step
on their part towards e settlement. Yalle I dia
not presune In any wey to force my opinion wen the
niners I urged very strongly at a meeting mslad
to comsider the question that the overtures mado My
the mine managers should be very curefully con-
sidered vefors peing rejocted. I wet msny of the
miners sd officers of the Union froam time to

tims and pramoted, as far us possidle, & settle-
mnt; At & meoting eallad to censider the matter

r. conclusion was reached nv the miners, and fur-
ther time was requested. There were difficulties
- in the way. A large nuuber of miners, pronably
between twe and throe hundred wers onguged on
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different mining propositions at the old wage of
$3.50 per dwy of 8 hours, and these wen were
naturslly reluctiat to sudnit t0 & reduction of
thair wages. Rach cwup hud Lo be visited, the
situstion explained, the necessity for a compranise
laid nefore them and to do this required time and
the expenditure of & considoraole wiount, I e
pleased tu be anle to state that ihe officers of
the Miners' Union exerted themselves to lay the
mattor fully before the men, wnd went Lo a very
consideranle ewpensa in sending sgonts to the diff-
erent czops, There were other Unions also
that hud Lo be consulted, neely those at New
Deuwver, Silverton, Slocan City, and Yhitewater.
The fonsal and final offer made by the Asscc-

fatie is as Jollows:e
'Smdm,BoCo 23'18(,90

Sandon Miners' Union,

' Sandon,B.C.
Gintlemeni-

The sﬂmn‘l,ééd Hines Associution of

Britteh Colwabia veoing desivous to effect a
pemt settlament of the existing wage difference
+¢ with prevail vetween said Associstion and the
Miners® Unions of the Slecan for wn eizht hour
day, is prepared and do now make the cifer of z
sampromise on the following basis for mdomrmﬁ |
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*workt«
Miners in shafts 3.5 to 84,00
Machine Nen, $3.50
Hend Drillers 33. 29
Carmen $3.00
Lavorers T83,00
4. yermen $3.50 to $4.00
Al sokamiths $3.50 to $4.00
Enginoore £3.50 to $4.00

huoorers UOTaS  seo
NeRe - (A fomierly men working in%mally‘mt
placss und in vad wir were caupensuted with shorte
er hours, we now offer wnder siailer conditions
$5.50 por sheft of eight hows.)  In making the
above offer of & cwpromise as to thé wege seale
for an eight hour day, the Association resarves
the privilege of employing or dischurging oll mom,
whether Union or nen-wnion, upon the basis of
capability slone, and wgrees that ne discrimination
shall be made against any man ty resson of his
affiliation with laner erganizations.

The said Assosiation ie prepared to sign an
Sgroament to the ubove effeet for a perind of ome

| yost tm date,

_ M respectfully ask for a definite reply in
writing a8 t6 your final decision in this matter L)
-
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*or bofore December 27th, the date set for the nexat
regular meeting of said Assoc ict don.
(S igned)
C.HHund,

Special
P, A, Wood

Committee.”

A, W.!!'i[ﬁ\t

To this commmication, Mr. Hagler, the Secre-
tory of the Union, replied as follows, enclosing

the scala of wages proposed by thé mens «

*S I NDNON HINRR S UNION HNoudl,
w T of M,

INCORPORAMED UNDRR THE LAWS
0F BRITIS! COLUMBIA,DRC. 5thylbSk.

Smdon,ﬁ.ﬂ. DG‘ozv..“
10 BN SILVFR-LEAD MINES “ASS0C IATION,
Sandon,B.Co

(}mu«mn:.f o T T

Your caaunication of the 23rd inst,
duly received and placed vefore our Union, and
‘at*er giving it due dsl ivarution we bmlmd that
although we favor miny of its peints we cennet
asespt it mtirely, The differensd betves your
" scale asd urs is caly in hwmersmen. Ve sgroefhe
your scale a3 to pmmerrmen in stoped bat we want
$3.50 for men in drifts, ralves and winses, and

by us making this <moessioe #e delieve we huve
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*done as much ag wo can afford fram a wage that
cannot be termed oatremoly high for this seet ion

__ 6f the country and the conditions as thoy prevail

here of which I bolieve you are all uware.

In resprd to & dertain section of your
commun loation reforring to the right of the cmploy-
er to hire or dischurge whom he may please, is
a privilege the employer has slways and it would -
ve foolish for any organismation to interfere
vetween the amployer and employee in regards to the
capanil ities of the latter,

Yo suomit to you our scale of wegnss which is
the hest that we cen do under the ctrcmstances;

(Sed.) W.L.Hegler,
Pin, Ses. Sendon Miners Union,

By order of Union,"®

*"UNION SCALE QFP WAGES,

Shaft Men - $7.50 to $4.00
Machine Men 83,50 '
ot B g
Hemoersmon in Stopes  $3.26

Cormen $3.00
“‘“’“‘m".'za“;“ wd $3.00

T imvernen ' $3.50 to $4.00
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Plagksuiths $3.50 to 84.00
Rnginoers $3.50 to 34,00

Recognition of the Union ny the Mine Ownoergl

No disorimination Lo 06 Lide petween Uniom and
~ nen-wion men.

Delogate fram the Union to have the priviless
of vigiting the vuricus mines once a menth.

The scale ¢ wages not to be chenged by
- olther party without thirty deys’ notice.®

I nelieve that in en earlior cammmication
fran the Union to the Associstlion, the Union hed
requested that ®all non-Unicn men thst are nor
working that are temed “scabs® should ve discherged
and all men should become Union men within thirty
days after starting work®; tut in the last snnle of
wages it will ne seen that this demand was not
insisted wpon,

It will be seen that the offer of the Assog-
istion and the scale of wagas suﬁnm.ed oy-_tha :
Union are identical eacept in the mme item,
namely *hammarsemen in drifte and rauises $3.50*,
That is not mentioned in the offer of the Assoo-
mmﬁ. In other respucts the wages are the
txue, To this last propossl made uy the Union
the Associsticn W,h’t.hoir Conmitton replisd- .
as follovsi~ o | "
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*Jandon,B.C., Dec. 29th,lu99.
Sendon Viners Union,
. Sandon, B.C.

Gentlenent

Our camuunigution of Necamnder 23rd was
made by the Silver<Lead Association for the purpose
of effocting a perminent ssttlement of the diffi-
culties botween us und was final on our part, as
we congider we met you moh thun halt way; In your
counter propesition of the 27th imﬁ. you do not
egree Lo the compronise wage scale presented by
us ond decline to sign even your own scale fer &
longer period then thirty days without notice,
instecd of onc yeur &8s we proposed. A thirty
day scale will not inspire confidence in the per-
maney of the settleuent as we or the punlic desire,
but on the other hand will lesd to the belief that m
mbqwiy recurrence of the suisting
diffarm_cﬁ is cmtcnpﬂ.a&ed'. Yhe mstter thus stsnés
as it did bsfore sny attempt was mude for h GOR-

‘\»promise.

' . O.H.F!nd cwtw .

mummmmammmnmmu
Secod to me that there should oe no insuperadle
¢itficulty in the way of a settimrent. M ing
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this view I was oxceadinzly anxicus vefore leav-
ing Rritish Columbia that ¢ finol effort should
ve mede to sdjust the Aifferences, and with that
view I voquested throush the Secrotary of the
Silver-lead Minas Association snd the Seeretery
of the Sandon Miners' Union that a furthor effort
misht ne mads %o nring the Cammittens agsin to-
gether, wnd I also urged this view upon many
others who were largély interested in the Sloeen
District., To this requast I received a reply
fran the Secretary of the Union to the offect
that, they were ready at all times t0 confer with
the mine owners. I was informed howsver by the
Secretary of the Association that the Camuittee
reprogenting the mine owners could not be convaened
at Sandon owing to the ansonce of the Committse.
T was therefors cmpelled to retum without a
further meeting of thc Cammittees or another
opportunity of endeavoring to pranote a ut.tlemmt;

On my return to Ottawa I reported the situsr
"~ tion to the Homorable the Minister of Justice, ad

¢.i ths same Qey cadsed the following tologram to be
sent to the Camuittee authorized to negotiate, md
also to J. Woderick Rovertscn of Nelson and m%
Snith of Nunaimo,President of the frades and Laber
Congresz of Canads, both ot wham I know to be
desirous vi resching a settlement:- h
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*Ottaws, Jan. 16th,1900.
I huve £ully explainad the position of affairs
to the Minister of Justice, the Premier and other

mempsrs of the Govammment voinz present. All
excondingly enxious for an wmmicable adjustment, Hxo
deputed me to sugirest end requost i meeting of
Comaittes ¢f others reprasanting both sides to
andeavor 10 rezch an emisanle mangwmnt'. I trust
that you will assist in this ondeavor. Pleass
advise me by tolegrem here, if you will endeavor
to get a meoting of voth parties for further
consideration of the points still in diftomnce'. |
Havigg reachod so near a settlenent it ouwght not to
fail now, Th‘e Government have asked me to retum;
Will only do 8o if you think it helpfi L. T remain
here awaiting yow  reply. Pleuse answer as soon
us pominle;
Camisaioner.”
I recaived the following telegrsm in reply
from Ur.V.L.Hagler, the Secretery of the Vaiop :-
*Sandon,B.C., 16-19th Bau,1500
R.C.Clute,
Ottewa,
Will try and arrenge meeting bdotweon doth parties.
Ve are ready at all tives to meet mine cwners and will
so-operate with m. Think your presence at this |
time will do much good, | g
‘ V.L.Hsglor,®
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and the following from the Camittes representing the
Hine ownorst- _
*3andon,R.C. Tan, 19-1900,
R.C.Clutef
" cdmr.
‘Ott:m
In roply to yours of oightoonth will ssy the
Silver-Tead Minae Association offered to sign a
gscole of wages of three dollers und twenty five
cants for hand drillers with the Uniomn for a tem
of.one year thay refused to accept out sumittad
a counter proposition with conditions that meant
the sacrifice of ewry fuithful employse now
working in our mines and mfuged 1o sign t.hoi: own
soulo encept to he torminated upon thirdy days’
not.icn'. Twenty aicht men arriﬁd %mda\v last
to work at Payne Mine at compromise scale of wames
offered the Union three dollars snd tomrty five
cants., These men with the munager udd friends
“ware met at mitnicht uy‘ a mob of anout tsanty nm
headed by Mr. Hagler,Secy. of Sandon Uaien, whe
hasped the vilast abuss upon them, using epithets
too profane and obssene to ba rapeated, | lx';nam
say ing mong other thingst °If you went dirty war-
fare we will give you sll you want®. Yesterday a
&mg of thirty-two Union men went to Payne Mine
seoking to interfers with tha pesestul pursuit of




- 146 =
“labor of mein Jusl arvived as o result of previas
negotiontions and those recont demonstrationg we
hava lest all mood faith in good intentisme of the
wion with us to sffect & parmanont settlement,
"ol Alenender, C.H.Hend,0.Y.ughes,
P A Hood, H.J.Uickay,

Erecutive Comittoa,”

To vhich I replicdi=
“Fobe 5ra,l900.
W.L.Hegher,Vaq.,
| Secret:y Sandon Union,
Suniaon,B.C,
Near Sirt-

I recoived with much satisfaction your
telegram of the iMth olf Janusry lust, advising we
the! you would try and arrange 8 nocting detween
both partles end that the Union vas at sl) tines
ready to meet the mine owiers and would co-qperste
with me, and further that you thought my presence

wuld d¢ much g9¢d. I do not dount vut thet if Wie
Camaittes authorised finally to uet for oeth
parties would meet and exsrcise that mederation snd
£00d feel ing vhich was manifest un doth sides
during my visit to Swm that an a«ﬁunmz of
the diiffcultioc could still oe had. I rely
Stroagly wpem the usﬁmu ax mmd: snd. dthar
mammuum this e




g
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"cauplote confidonce In you that nothiny will o
done on the part of the Unien to rotscd a settle-
wont o much in the interost of oll c;nncemed..
Yours \)eu\\{ truly,
(5ed.) R.C.0Lute,

*Fav.. 3rd,1900,
¢.H.Hend,Req. ,
Payno Minos,

.~ Sanden,B.C.
Dear Siri~

I roceived your telegram of the 19th of
Janvary last in answer %o mine, sugrosting & fur-
ther meeting %0 re-edjust the dif ferences bstween
the owers md the men. I 7m satizfied, after
obtaining the fullest informstion pessiole frum
poth sides, that, having regsrd to the near spproech
. @ settlament and with the intimate knowledge
1 have of the views of poth sides, if & Conmittes
duly clothed with authority were appointed and
vrald post, an ndJth satisfactory on both
siden might yot ve obmimdy. I s aware that yau
will resard this as too eptimistic, tut I venture

" to think that T sm in a vetter pesition to iudge,%

from my intinate knowledge of the views of noth
pmiu. ¥ left ths Province with a deep regret

mtuwthwhcﬂhvomdunmmm




*and sent the telesram in wt.h;éi”hgpc that an effort
would be made on both sidos to fo'llew out thi
suggestion of the chorable the Minmter of -
Justice. T regrot. that anything should have
ocenrred since n\\n}is it, that would have a tendeney
to lessen ycur confidenws in the good intentions of
the men.‘ Nelays in & matter of this kind always
fwiden the hresch, but I still hope that the
augrestion contained in my Jetter may be acted
wpon, T write yon that my views nmay be breught
before the Comnittes and trust to their intl.uﬁnce
to promoke a Sottlement.
Yours very truly,
) (Sed) R.C.Clute.®
There is still ne sufficient reason in my juﬂét;zsz.

why t:n work of the Comittee which so nearly
resulted in a scttiement, should not be femmd,

- with every pwogpact of ultimate success.

: ,,, It is iweusimc to iemro the fact th&t
{ealing of insecwrity undloubtedly exilats to & greater

or less extent in zany, if not all, of the mining
centres of Southern Britisk Colwmbia, This has Ag\ilm
chiefly (1) from the Taver trouvles in the 31«& and
frau what has taksn plase intthmrd'Mu h
Idsho, (an sceount of which will ve fowd in the letter
of Governer Prank Stewvenvers of ldako to the
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Searstary of War for the United States, (Appendites"h*y C

to this report). (2) Prom the fact that the Miners'
“Upions in tnis portion of Rritish Columbia are
affiliated with the Western Pederation of Miners, end
(3) fram the fricticn caused by the { Lour oW,

A considarabld munher of "r,he Coour d'Alenei
miners it is alleged, are now working in the various
mines in British Columbia ; and it is feared that

the lawlessness which is said o have charasterized
the conduct of the miners in the Coeur d'Alcnes
District will be renewed here. Upon careful enquiry
at verious towns in British Columhia of persons
who hwve a widé xnowledae of the present, con-
dlmon of affairs, I found thet this feeling of
maecxlty wos not generslly shared outdlae the
lnenagouent ( T gan the Gunger to life and progorty
as it existed in the Goewr d'Alenes). In order
further t0 acguaint myself with the conditions as
thay existed dwring the trouble in {re Coeur
d'Alenes, I visited Spokane, and although the maip
outline of the trouvle as given in the Governor's
lotter apove referred to, wus confirmed, 1 reashed
the conclusion that while meny were charped with the

outrages comparatively few of the miners were

really responsiole for the deeds of violence
which wers camuitted ; nor Jo I entertain any
fear thit sugh acts of violence will be
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repeated in Cenada, and this for iwo reasonsi-
Tirst, I took cccasion to becomo acquainted with
vary meny of the miners and am satisfied that

if there are any &monz them ¥R who would
entertein the idea of enfore¢ing their rights,

rool or supposed, (I o not say that there aro sush)
ny violence, the nwmer of those who would b6
opposed to sny messure eI thab kind is g0 great as
to make it emceedingly fmprobsble thot a resort

4o véolencs to either persen or property would m
had, Second, tho administraticn of 1}:3@1_@,' in
Caneda, in such ae to introduce < aé!:ﬁt)entimly
winting in the conditicns as they eaisted in ‘e
Cosur D‘Menaa; For these reasens the «lausnt

of Ganger 40 porson and property in case of _ﬁroubla
is I t__1ave La.rga}_yﬂ glimimutoﬁ;

Referring to the Miners of Liie Sendon Unien
mere particularly, as the place where the treubh
eaisted, I fown? them a highly intelligent class,
officered ty men of sbility, nesrly all ef wham sx¢
osnadisn eitisens, who, while tenacious a! what
they claim to be their rights, snowed a strong
dosire to settle all differences amiesbly. In
justice to the men I beg to refer 1o the following
facts which muppert my conclusion, First,
althoush the trousles hawe now existed for over
olght menths the peliee fores, throughout the

/ . m ]
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required to maintain order, is merely naninal.

At Senden, the centre of the trounle, there hed
not up to the time I arrived boen any convictions
arising out of the lanor difficulties.

Second, the number of comricvf.icns ot Sandon
for agsault for ths year 1899 was five, and the
yvolice magistrate certifies that the assuults woredl
due to drunkenness., At Xaslo thore were only two
convictions for assault. In fact, thers were o
gerioug acts of violense arising out of the lubor
trounles, although the man went perhaps to the
axtreme verge of their riphts in "explaining the
gituat ion® t0 new man that were brought in.

At the time of my visit tc Sandon there was only-
ons polics constanle, end he, 1 was assured, had
nothiﬁg to do.

There is undoubtedly danger that vwhore large
nunhars of men are associated recosnizing thelr own
powsr, they may abuse it hy mukring domands wiieh are
impossible to be granted, and by unlawfully gon~
tralling or seeking to control thogse who are not memters
of their organization., Put if this be 5, it must not

be forgotten that capital comtines. I{ it is unlaw-
ful for capitel to combine for mutual honefit and
support it is equally lawful for men to dc the sane,
And T venture to think that vhere great \\%

sntarprises emn be profitebly worked, as
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in the case of mines,, by & lurge ageregation of
capital and a large number of men, it is in the ;

interest of voth employer and employed that there

ve an organisation, throwsh the officers of vhich !
any Aifferencos 1ey bo adjusted. .. |

UNIRORRt  WAYVS,
Muring the negotiations for a settlanent

of the Saidon digficulty it wus sugeosted to me
by gentlemen representing many large intorests
in not only tho Slocen but in the Roundery,
Rossland and Nelson Mining Nistricts and vy
lexding members of the Unions that it was desiradle
if possible to sgree upon & unifom rato of wages
for Rritish Colwibia, on the lines of the settle-
ment which was then thought to vo assuredd in t»ha‘
Slocan. e
| A gonvanticn of dolegates from all the Minars
Unions was to oe held at Rosslund, and I srranged
%o be in Rossland at the samo timo. What took
place is conteined in a memoranduu made at the
t imat - |
*Rosaland, B.C.20th Dec. 1699,
Mandrandum!
On the evening of the 19th I saw Mr.
Davideon and kr. Melonald of Samdon Waiem en the
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"mﬁwum of the ¢mventiom of sll tho Miners'
Unions balonging to the Wastern Pederation of
(snada who were in congress assembled at Rossland
discucsing the question of a wmifom rute of

weges for Southern British Coluania. I suggested
what had Yeen alroady mentioned to me by many
leading miners and vy some mine owners, ¥is; the
advisabil ity of considering the unifomity of
wages and thoy mequiesced in the view that it

wag o guitanle time for the matter to coms up.
fodsy &t 4 p.m. I wae called wpon by the Secretury
and President of the Minare® Union at Rossisnd end
askod to attend a meeting of tho @emvention and
was asked to say a few words to thm. 1 then
browht the mahter before them and retired and

at six o'¢clock was waited upon oy Mp.Kiroy of
Rosgland snd Mr. Douglas of Camp McKimnis and
advised 0! the fact that the Convention had
appointed a Cumritieo of five, sonsisting of

Me. Kirty of Rossland, Me.Douslas of Cemp McKinnie,
Mr. Davidson of Sendoep, Mpr. Tyrea of Silverton

and Mr. Alvert Parr of Ymir to meet any ccmittes
that misht e appointed by the owmers sssoeiation
te confer and discuss the question with & view of
provoting sn wifom rate of wages for Southe:w
British Colusbia on the lines which were sutmitted
at Sandon with & view of moeting the desire of
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*noth purties throuchout the Provines and the
Committes are now ready at any time to meet such
Comnittoe from tho owners association, and I mm
further wuthorized to give this information to
uny mambers of the Miners' Association, or to

the ir Seeretary."

Upon veing advised of the ready scquiedcense
ol the (lonvention, T placed euvpics of the anove
renorantdun in the hands of J. Rodorick Roberteomn,
ox Nelson General Menager ¢f the Tonden end
Rritish Colwmia Gold Fields, with the requast that
the matter would be prowght vefore the owners
asgociation, and early action taken in the matter,

Hr. Robertson sunsequent’; asqured me that
he had devoted ovor two wasks to the work and hed
either personally or ny letter orousht the matter
before nearly every prauninent mine raepresentative
in Southermn British Columbia, snd that while there
were great difficulties in the way, he believed
1 the Slooan Aifficulty could have been settlod on
the busis proposed, a settlemont for the whole of
Southern Rritish Columbia was attainable on the
game lines, rnd I left him with tho ssswranse of his
eamnest co-operation, which I regarded as of
grest value in pramoting so desirable an objest,
one which I ’mm may yot he accampl ishsd,



