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CHAPTER XV.—THE CANNING INDUSTRY.

The salmon canning industry of the world is practically confined to the North
" Pacific Coast of America.

. The number of Japanese and Chinese engaged in it greatly exceeds the number of
them employed in any other industry. ¥For some years past the total pack of the
Pacific Coast has been in the neighbourhood of three million cases, but for the season of
1901 the enormous pack of over five million cases of 48 one-pound tins is reported. Of
this number over 1,200,000 were produced in British Columbia ; 950,000 of which were
packed on the Fiaser River, and 1,400,000 cases or over, were packed on Puget Sound,
chiefly of Fraser River salmon.

This industry in British Columbia ranks in importance with that of the mines and
lumbering industry.  The following tables will indicate its growth.
Total number of licenres in British Colunibia :—

Year, Total J &pn'ft? ose Cannets. Others.
3,553 2 1,003 2,018
4,500 787 1,203 2.510
4,435 768 1,204 2,463
4,197 030 175 3,092
4,802 1,802 542 2,458
4,722 1,938 548 2,216

Year.,

No. of Employees.

8
R0, . it it aiierabe et et ear e eeaaae 14,227 2,197,248
R 2 19,850 2,350,260
IBOB.. .iiiis ciiiiiiiie e eieneeeaaan 20,695 2,480,245
B C. 3 Y 20,037 2,145,178
1000, ..o 20,262 2,839,904
Value of Salmon Pack by District.
Distrigt. 1896, 1897, 1898, 1899, 1900,
$ ] 8 $ ]
Fraser River .... 1,801,654 4,219,751 1,268,278 531,500 1,590,532
Rivers Inlet...... . "529, 211,644 Brop | dorals 130,617
Skeena River. ...... 553,631 330,747 505,737 589,934 702,144
Nass River......... ... 70,315 96,000 96,000 93,321 , 960
Vancouver Ieland........ 24,216 66,276 60,187 . 58,320 82,089
2,985,305 4,927,418 2,864,246 8,674,491 | 2,911,344

This is based upon a uniforin price of 10 cents per pound.
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The exports of dry salted dog salmon b Japan are -—

JBOE - oo $ 160,000
TRag e 120,000
1000 e 228,000

The total output for British Columbia —

T PO PP 194,371 caxes
I S 566,395 ¢
R S 601,670 ¢
Y B A 1,015,477 ¢
T 484,161
T T A 732,437 ¢
1900, . v e AR 585,413 ¢
T Tt D 1,205,037  ©

Of the twenty thonsand employes engaged in the Fisheries it is estimated that ten
thousand are emp! oyed in and about the canneries, and of these about six theousand are
Chinese. Of the 74 canneries in British Columbia, 49 are on the Fraser. The process
of canning {(making cans, filling, cooking, soldering, and boxing) is almost exclusively
done by contract. The contracts are wuads with boss Chinamen who hire their own
help in their own way.

This method of deing business adoptel Ly the canners has its special advantages
‘and probably acconnts for the fact that Chinese are preferred for this department of
the buginess. Certain Chinamen have become experts and are sought after, both by
the employer and the Chinese contractor. ‘They command from 335 to 845 per month.
The contractor makes an advance of from 230 to $40 to each Chinaman at the opening
of the season to induce him to come. The contractor furnishes tha provisions, where
chiefly his profits are made. At the end of each month what he has supplied is made
up and charged pro rata to the men in his employ. At the end of the season, if the
run is short, the contractor may lose money on his contract which, however, is partly
covered by his profits on the provisions. If the provisions furnished to the Chinamen
and the advances made to them exceed the amount of their wages at the end of the
season the loss falls on the contractor and not on his employer.

The advantages to the canners are : First, the contractor takes the responsibility of
employing sufficient hands to do the work, thereby saving all the inconvenience and
tronble which would otherwise fall upon the employer ; second, the work is done by
experts who have been trained to the business; third, the canner knows exactly what
¢ the processin * will cost per case ; fourth, any loss falls upon the contractor ¢ fifth, he
avoids the trouble of furnishing supplies, and the expenscs of providing accommodation
suitable for white men ; gixth, the Chinese boss is able to get more work out of the men
and to have it done more satisfactorily than when they work by the day for the cannery
employer.

P Ii is manifest that thid method of conducting the business, places it practically in
the hands of the Chinese, prevents white workmen from being trained to this part of
the business, and partly accounts for the fact why cannerymen agree that Chinese are
required for this industry. :

Alexander Ewen, of New Westminster, said : T have resided in British Columbia
thirty-six or thirty-seven year. There were a good many Chinese here then. There
were not many people in the country at that time. The canning industry started about
1870. I did not employ them the first two or three years. 1 was among the first to
develop this business. I employ from 150 to 9200 men now in the cauneries. Of these
the average would be about twenty whites. 1 employ Chinese and Japanese, but pry
‘wages individually and not by contract. The Chinese come from all over the
Province. There has been difficulty in getting Chinese for the last four years at teast.
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Last year it was difticult to get them, and after we got them it was unfortunate that we
had little or nothing for them to do. Latterly I have had to employ Chinese through a
boss, hecause labour is getting so scarce that skilled Chinese are hard to get. The
Chirese we get do various kinds of work, such as farming and clearing of land.
—----I-make-the-cans at-my own-cannery._I_have a certain_amount of machinery to

Jessen the cost. 1 do not get them at the Automatic Cannery. When I started in
business the ting werc boiled in kettles over a large fire ; afterwards we used steam to
heat the water. Retorts were introduced in 1881, also soldering machines which save
considerable labour. The soldering machine did not work well for four or five years
after it was introduccd.  Soldering machines and retorts were first developed in this
country. The cans are wiped and capped by machinery. One washing or wiping
machine, with three people at the outside, will ‘do up to two thousand cases every day.
Before that we had to have twenty or thirty hand washers. Two hands with a capping
machine will do 1,600 to 2,000 cases a day. By hand there would be twenty putting
covers on. The fish cutting machine saves the labour of five men on 1,500 cases a day.
We have an automatic conking process and tester as well, and an automatic washing
machine, which saves the labour of from fifteen to twenty men, or more. There has not
been much improvement in washing and cleaning fish. Canneries make cans as cheap
as they can buy them, probably cheuper.

Most of the machinery has been invented and manufactured in British Columbia.
I do not know of any improvements in the process for catching the fish. The nets are,
of course, heavier and better, and the Loats are larger and more sea-worthy. These are
more expensive now. It costs more now to catch fish than it did ten or twelve yearn
ago. We are fishing with drift nets, as we have always done. The improvement has
been in taking care of the fish after they are caught.

I can make as cheap cans as the Automatic Cannery. Machinery has reduced
labour in the cannery one half or a little more, exclusive of the question as to whether
or not the factory ean produce cans any cheaper than I can. Where I used to have to
employ three or four hundred men nine years ago, now I can do the same work with the
sam” class of labour with a hundred and twenty men. The fishing is overdone. The
river in my opinion is over-crowded. There is just a certain amount of work to do, and
they cannot get the same quantity. It is dividing up the catch on the river among too
many. If there were a fewer number of fishermen they would get more fish no doubt,
but that is like everything clse. The business will level itself ; I do not sce how that
can be legislated down. The business is overdone. The ranneries were built on a
large scale when there were fewer of them ; now there are a great many of them, and it
is almost impossible to get a full day’s work. Three or four days in the season you will
have all you can do, get more than you can handle, but immediately after it drops down
to only half a day’s work.

The cauneries are not all alike. The plant alone will run ten to fifteen thousand
dollars, for from 1,600 to 2,000 cases a day, and some will be a good deal higher. The
trouble is to get the fish, and the people to do the work ; that is the great difficalty. It
is only work for a short season. You have to invest that large ~mouit, and make all
preparations for a large run, for you can never tell what is before you. The bulk of the -
work has to be done in eight or nine days; the principal portion of your catch has to be
taken care of in that time. )

If we had as many fish as in 1897, or we had any guarantee of what it would be,
it would be easier to do the fishing with a thousand-boats or less, than with 3,C00 boats.

If the Japanese had not come in the industry would have been out of existence. With
the number of canneries in existence now you could not get along unless there were
wmore boats.  The numbér of canneries has doubled within twelve years.

A great many white men within the last three years have become not so anxious to
fish as S)ey were.  They will not leave work at which they are earning 25 a day to go
fishing, and a gret many of them have dropped out. It was not from the number of
boats but fvom: the number of fish in the river. I say judging from the capital invested
and the preparations made to take care of the fish, there are not enough boats :to keep
vhe canneries going. They have got to go away into the ocean to get the quantity
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has been proposed about limiting the number of traps on the other side. If something
is not done soon they will catch at least three fourths of the salmon that ought to come
to the Fraser River; that is my opinion upon it, unless there is some restriction put
upon the number of traps there will be depletion of the salmon. I do not think there
ave so many here just now trying to build new canneries, although there are some of
them at it yet. Machinery for canning purposes is in use for an average of two months
I expect. The earning power of the machinery in any branch of the business must be
taken out of it in two months, ;

Japauese are about the same as whites in the way of catching fish.

I expect the cost of production now compared with ten yeurs ago is about double
what it was then. The cost of catching fish is more expensive, because the fishermen
have to have more expensive boats to go to sea after the fish. In the river they use
cheaper nets. . .

I do not say there are not enough Chinese here, but I do not say there are enough.
There was a time a few years ago when I was not able to take care of the fish for five
or six days, when I expected to put up nearly one-half of the pack.

Four years ago salmon fishing on' the Sound was only new. The Americans have
more effective appliances and fish all the time. The fish are afforded some protection
here. We can only touch the fish in the river within the tidal waters.

The demand for fishermen has been unlimited for the last four years, but the
question is the putting up of the price of fish. This last fail, the warket in Great Britain
came down, showing that the fish are not going so rapidly inte consumption. The price
went up in a panic and then it came down all at once. It is impossible for me to say
whether there are too many fishermen on the river or ot. I donot know whether
there should be &ny restriction on Chinese end Japanese comirg here. 1 do not think
they are pouring in in increased numbers. Last year a great many came in, but that
stopped. They found that it was not so pleasant as they thought.

Over-crowding will cure itself. It is a case of the survival of the fittest. It is so
in all other industries. But, for cheap labour I do not think there would be so mnn{'
canneries in existence. Unless you had a population of five or six millions in Rritish
Columbia it would be impossible at that particular season of the year t6 draw the men
from the ordinary labour of the country to supply the canneries. You cannot get white
men to come here and run chances of getting work after the fishing season is over, when
there are abundant opportunities for them getting steady work elsewhere all the year
round. Take-the 150 men iu the cannery and increase ﬂ)lveir wages by one-half, and you
would stop the industry altogether. More than threequarters of the inside work isdone
by Chinese. The cost of their labour is less than the other quarter of whites. If can-
neries cease operations the country will feel it. Japanese take the place of Norwegians
and Swedes, who now fish on the Sound. Canneries have made no money since 1897,
The cost of production increases every year. The Sound fishing increases all the time.
The canneries here made more money before the Japanese came than they have done
since.

In a big run th-ve 1s a limit put to each boat. 'When a thing is looked upor as
prosperous, people rush into it, and it is overdone ; then with cheap labour it is over-
done. The continuance of ch ip labour cannot make it worse. They have stopped
- coming now, and they are yetting out of here as fast as the{')e(ian, a great many of them

going where they can do better. If the cost of production becomes greater, then a great
many cannaries must go out of existence. It does not matter whether it is from the
searcity, or the cost of labour, or anything else.

Han filled cans sell higher than those filled by machinery. I think there are two
many canueries, and 1 consider there are too many fishermen. = The number of canneries
necessitates a large number of fishermen, and if there were any serious reduction of
fishermen, those canneries would have a greater shortage of fish than they have now.
The question really is one of competition. The price of fish has steadily increased each.
yeer. You require to have enough salmon go to the spawning grounds in order to keep
up your supply of fish. The fish that have their home on the Fraser river are just as
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plentiful as heretofore, and the fish caught on the Puget Sound are undoubtedly salmon -

making for the Fraser River. Fishing is more or less of a gambling transaction.

Q. Do you think there is any method to be sccured by legisletion limiting the num- ‘

ber of fishermen on one side and of canners on the other I—A. It would be very unsatis-
factory. It is business and business should not be controlled by legislation, but by the
profit that may be in it. I do not agree with limitation of the number of fishermen or
the limitation of the number of canneries,

A great many of the fishermen are dead broke all the time. Some of them have
saved a good deal of money on the Fraser river. There was never a time in this Pro-
vince when white people were available for doing the labcur inside the canneries.
By the introduction of machinery we have had to employ moro high class labour. It
turns out the low class of oriental labour and brings in a high class of white labour to
Jook after the machines. Supposing the cannerics went out of existence for some reason
or other, the country in general would suffer, and the canneries would have a lot of
plant and machinery that would be useless, hut the whole country would suffer in con-
sequence of arresting tho flow of money. Under existing circumstances the canneries
could not be carried on without oriental labour. Within the last threc or four years
they could not exist without Japanese fishermen. Most of the Norwegian and Swede
fishermen on the other side have their homes there. _

Every one does not_get the same price. The run was so short last year that the
price of fish rose in the English market about &2 a case. Last year wos not a rcinunera-
tive one. The year before in a majority of cases it simply held its own. For some
years past some have held their own, others have gone behind, very few have made one
per cent. Even 1897 was not a profitable year. The sprice fell considerably. There
was an immense catch in 1897. There was a large waste of fish then.

The ultimate result in my private opinion will be to deplete the fish coming to the
river if the fishing continues the same way on the Sound. Four years ago the fishing
there was very limited, but now with increased facilities there, the tendency is towards
depleting the river of fish.

Before the Japanese came here we had a yreat number of fishermen from the tate
of Washington. I said the industry was overdone. I cannot have said there were too
many fishermen. While there.are so many canneries they want more fishermen. The
fishermen do not come from the Sound now as they did before, but they would come I
have no doubt if thay could get work. If the number of canneries were reduced there
would not be so many fishermen wanted unless the canneries were to double their capa-
city. If the number of fishermen were reduced by one half, leaving the canneries as
they are, the effect would be that the canneries to run properly and get a reasonable
interest on the money invested would have to reduce the price of fish.

~ The canneries would pay as much for fish if the markets would allow them. T was
pretty successful for many years. We had no Japanese then. 1 would like to see that
return. I was then putting up fish that cost me $12 a case to put them up, and I was
perfectly satisfied if I gut $16 or $20 for them. The price of tish then was about one-
half a cent a fish. The merket price for our product was much higher then.
ful 1f restriction were enforced I would have to stand it. I would submit to it grace-
ully.

.
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Exhibit 52.

Mryonraspuy re Wages paid by Ewen & Co., New Westminster, to Empiuvees,
1897 to 1900, ‘nelusive :— : . .

CHINFSE.
] 1 =
No. Average Average Total wa,
. . ges !
Month. m%fn i tlpll;: lm)e‘:-n;?l?n in-?;:‘pemry r:l:l;lt.\- poid for month. Average for Season.
1897. 8 otaf 8 cts
JApril.... ... 4516 days........ 23 1,062 10
L(Iy ......... 45 {13 "o, 18 851 85
June.........| 45 122 W .. 3171 1,426 75 | | Per day of 10 hours, 31.48,
iuly. G }gg g} w o 24 ?; g,gg_} %g Per month of 26 days, $38.64.
ugust....... h " 1
September....] 5320 . 30 12 1,59 36
14,376 54
1898,
R ARRRLEERE " ’ Per day of 10 hours, $1. 44.
Ju. ] e 57| LG o3 | er month of 28 days, §57.08
August....... 116 113 « 19 70 2,285 %
5,868 61
1899.
ghy ......... 32 g w g 1153 3?’ gg
une ...... .. W
e 4 Per day of 10 hours, 81.51.
‘L‘:}g““' ifg Li :" ;g 88 :1;"3?2 12 Per month of 26 days, $39.39,
September. ... 44 (16 25 40 L117 60
6,027 78
1900, e e e e
;\ril... :1}(2)21& Wi 3333 ﬁa&}
May..... " 011 Per day of 10 hours, 81 51.
g"‘l{'ye‘ RN gg g* " lg gg (4.)872 80 "Per mgnth of 26 days, $40.1b.
August 85 116 o 22 69 1,928 65
4,051 39
WHITE MEN.
No. Average Total Average per man
Year. of time per man rotal wages for month
men. for geeason. paid for season. of 26 days.
8 cts 8  cts.
1897 o0 ol e 19 15y months ... . 8,316 23 79 58
BB, ooil i s e i s 21 5 [N 7,930 51 W
899....0 el e e e e 20 6 TR 7,720 95 T2
1000, o il e e, 1 20 16 e 8,091 71 80 01

Note.—White men are paid from 840 to $100 per month and board—above figurea include boaud at
$12 per month.  Chinese sre paid for act 1al time worked only, and in all cases board themselves. Their
wages vary from 833 to ¥R per month.

" %
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MEMO. RE COST UF PACKING.

Chinese labour, White labour | Steamers
per case. per case, onat per case,

Cases. 8 cts.

39,131 <21} cents. . e 633
10,005 By o . 19w . 2w 162}
18,789 32 .. 41 o .. 13 .. . 86
6,105 66 o .1 8132 « .. ') TR 2 303

Nore.—~Salmon packs for 1897, 1898 and 1899 were all cases of 48 one-pound cans,

Pack for 1900 consisted of 3,210 cases, containing 48 one-pound cans and 2,895 cases containing 94 one-
half %ound cans, the latter of whicl: entail nearly double the amount of labour necessary to pack ore-
pound cans,

ExpenpITuRe for boxes, lamber and Machinery from 1897 to 1900 by Ewen & Co.,
New Westminster, B.C. :—

1897—Sawmills . ... £6,295 53
Machine shops 940 56
——8 7,236 09
1898 —Sawmills 2,639, 38
Machine shops 1,274 68
——— 3,814 06
1899-—Sawmills 2,767 29
Machine shops 799 27
e 3,666 56
1900—Sawmills 1,949 04
Machine shops 2,442 b1
—_— 4,391 85

$19,008 24

Two steamers, employing seven to eight men, arv run in connection with our
cannery at a cost of $2,500 each season, wages of whom are not] included in amount
paid to white men. )

Mar Chan, Chinese contractor, of Victoria, says: I am a cannery contractor,—
contrast by the case. I employ my men by the month and pay from $50 to 360 a month
for can-makers. In one cannery probably thirty are employed making cans. I contract
with three canneries on the Fraser and three on the Skeena River. Last year I em-
ployed 180 men in the three canneries on the Fraser. I also employ Indians to help as
well. I employed eighty men for can-making. The cans are made at the cannery before
the season opens. The tin is owned by the canneryman and brought there. Everything
in the way of machinery and material is owned by the canneryman. When the fish
commence to run we try to employ all the Indians we can get for cleaning the fish and
for miscellaneous work around there, such as carrying the cans from the can loft to the
fish fillers. The lowest wage paid is 837.60. 1lost money last year. It was a bad
year. I smploy no whites. Out of a total of 180 Chinese employed I cannot remember
now how many are married. There may be a few.

Q. Would you venture to swear there are five out of the lot 1—A. Yes.

Q. How do ycu know : who are they?—A. Mar Sue is one—1I cannot remember
the others.
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The contract price per case has decreased. The price now—is—cheaper than
formerly. They have more machinery now used in the canneries than formerly.
In the ordinary work the machine has taken the place of the ordinary work and the
men employed in these places are experts in their lines. These is a competition among
the cannery contractors to get the experts, which has a tendency to raise the wages. 1
furnish the men with provisions. The workmen in the canneries of course get their pro-
visions from my firm. The wages paid to Chinese ten years ago in the cannery business
was much less than now. Wages have been getting higher every year. A great many
have gone away from here, going to other places. A great many have gone to the
American side.  There is more work and better pay over there. There they have a
longer period of work than they have here. The wages are probably about the same,
but the length of labour would be longi there than here,  Over there they put up every
kind of fish that comes along and they have no close season.

The men get an advance before they go to the canneries. In the first lot of them
—that is the men who go to inake the cans—they get from 840 to £50 advanced before
they go to the cannery. The second lot of men that go got an advance of from $30 to
840 last year. If they do not get it they wor’t go. That is the custom of the men
going. Tf the fish do not come they cannot make any money unless I pay that money.
I do not get it back. It is not marked a debt; it only holds for that season. I get
men to work in the canneries from the labouring class—men who work in the gardens
——anybody T can get. ‘ .

Q. Is it because these men refuse to leave their places of employment and take the
chances of the canning business, you have to make this advancet—A. Yes, they have to
be paid in advance before they quit their employment to go to the cannery.

‘The contract price for canning calinon is about five cents cheaper per case on the
American side than on this side. They fill fish hy machinery.

Q. How much do the Chinese get on the American side where they huve filling
machines i—A. Those who have ril¥:ng machines are one cent or two cents cheaper per
case,

Q. Outside of the filling machines wh~* ould be the difference I—A. They have
got machines for cutting the fish and choppiag the fish different from what they have
here.

Q. Haven't they a machine for that purpose on the Fraser river +—A. The machire
over there is quite different from that they have here.

Q. How much is the difference in labour‘on the case —A. Itis a difference of two
cents on the case. ’

Nore.—-It was explained by the canners, that filling machines were not generally
used on the Fraser because it could not be done by machinery us nicely and well as by
hand, and the hand-filled cans commanded a higher price in the market.

Q. Have you to guaranteea certain amount of money?—A. The first lot of them
some have to be guaranteed four months’ work and some in the second lot had to he
guaranteed two months’ work.

Q. Does the cannery proprietor advance you™ this méney to pay the advance to the
men —A. Vs, Uy pav part of the advance ; they pay certain sums for that purpose,
but it is aot a sum that w:ll cover the total advance.

Q 1If you should advarre more than the men can pay hack who is the loser, you or
the canuery proprietor I—A. T would lose the money, )

Q. If there were not man; fish would you lose the money or the cannery proprietor ?
—/.. The canners would lose an1i the contractor would lose. The canners would come
ba :k on me for the advance they i'ad made me. ~

Q. Do you mean to say you guwrantee s6 much work for tho men and have all the
margin of money between what you pay the men and the money you get from the

_canner I—A. We generally figure to make a margin of profit out of the provisions we
sell to them. ’

Q. I suppose then the chance of losing on the advance is made up by the price on
the provisions $—A. And also the prospect of a good run of fish, and making a big pack.
‘iLint gives me some profit. ’
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The way it is done is this: all the provisions sent to the cannery are ordered by the ;
foreman nnd’ then at the end of the month it is averaged and all pay pro rata. It is the - !
same in the canneries where they employ their own help directly. At Bell-Irving's
cannery they pay their men in the same way. They work it on the same principle in
other canneries like Bell-Irving’s, where they get paid directly. It is all thrown
in together and at the end of each week they average to each man.

Q. Do they deduct that amount from the men’s wages?—A. When the pay roll is
made out the boarding house bill is deducted from the wages. The wages are then paid
to each individual. .

Henry O. Bell-Irving, of Vaicouver, said: I represent the Anglo-British Columbia ;
Packing Company. We have six canneries on the Fraser River, one on the Rivers N 5
Inlet, two on the Skeena River, and then we have two in Alaska and one on Puget
Sound. -

On the Fraser River last year wuv employed from seven to eight hundred men inside
the canneries, and up to a thousand, puesibly twelve hundred. That would be a fair
average during the busiest season. The number varies with the season.

Of the twelve hundred, about one Jiundred and . eighty are whites, probably threo
hundred are Indian women, and the rest are Chinese. The capacity of our canneries is
from 140,000 to 150,000 cases per seaso1. 1897 was probably the nearest approach to
our full capacity, when I think our pack was 120,000 cases.

At two of the canneries on the Fraser River inside work is done by dey labour.
It is done by contract in the others. The Chinese contractors hire their f\elp in their
own way; we do not generally inquire how. Apgroximm‘ely their wages vary from
235 to 840 & month, They board theumselves. Indian women ‘are peid by piece work,
as a rule, for filling cans.” They earn from a dollar to & dollar and a quarter a day,
sometimes more. ‘They are hired by the Chinese contractor. Scarcely any Japanese
and Indians are employed inside the canneries. The proportion of whites to Japanese :
and Indians employed in and about the canneries is about the same. We employ fewer ;
Chinese on the Skeena, and there is a larger number of Indians and Indian women ;
inside the canneries. We employ there about seventy-five Chinamen in each cannery,
about fifteen white men and seventy-five Indians, male and female.

At Rivers Inlet we employ ninety Chinamen and about the same number of
Indians, male and female, inside the cannery.

The wages at these places for inside work iy about the same as_at Fraser River,
only we have.to pay their fares up there. o

In Alaska last year we employed one hundred and twenty Chinese, one hundred
and sixty Indians and about twenty whites, inside the factory proper. In our Puget
Sound cannery we have from one hundred and eighty to two hundred Chinese inside the
cannery, and in the busy season we have probably fifty whites and say one hundred
Indians additional. The work is done by contract, about twenty per cent lower than
in British Columbiz. This is accounted for by the fall pack being so large and the
season longer. Wages to whites there is about the same as in British Columbia, but
the season being longer, and the pack larger, the cost per case is very much less. We
hire white men there by the season.

Everything here is done with a rush, and costs mare than in he United States.
Frequently the cost over there is a little more than one-half what it is in British
Columbia. Materials are cheaper also.

We had not enough labour to take care of' all the fish in 1897. We had all the
plant and appliances on hand that was necessary, everything excepting labour. The
demand for it that year was abnormal owing to the heavy run.  Inordinary years labour
is getting more dificult to obtain. It has necessitated more machinery. being employed,” —
though we pay about practically the same for labour per case and, we make advances in
eash before any work is done. The advances practically fall upon us because none of
the men are very responsible. We have one contractor for each cannery. The princi-
pals reside in Victoria. Ths eontracts are usually drawn up in the names of a working
partner and a sleeping partner. The first has no means as a rule, and the other is
supposed ~to have, although it is often found that he has not got any. It occurs
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frequently that they do not get the labour we require. Our season is so short that if
we miss a day or two out of the run it is a great loss to us, and we have to keep a large
number of men on hand so as to cope with an emergency. The sharp demand for men
does not begin until tie beginning of July. We employ fewer Chinese now than seven
years ago, but we have been compelled to employ-more-machinery and pay the Chinese
the same per case for doing the work.

The ease with which labour would be obtained may have had to do with the rapid
increase in the number of canneries. Labour was certainly more easily obtained in
former years than now. There were larger profits made a few years ago than now or
cver likely to be made again. If there aro too many canneries it will mean the survival
of the fittest. A considerable portion of the pack is represented by cértain fixed -
charges which go on whether the run is good or bad, managers’ salaries, steamboat
services, insurance and other charges that amount up in an alarming way,

Our white labour bill in 1900, independent of managers’ salaries, amounted to 92 vents
& case ; added to this is 16 cents per case for the messhouse bill, whereas the Chinese
labour bill was $1.01 a case. "In other words, out of the 87.16 a case at that cannery,
the Chinese labour bill was §1.01 or one-seventh of the whole, and probably 25 per cent
of the amount was paid by the Chinese contractor to the labour he employed, such as
Indians, both men and women. At another cannery the white labour bill was $1.20
per case as against 884 cents for Chinese labour. Of course last year's figures were
quite exceptional. In 1897 the white labour bill was 338 cents as against Chinese
labour 83 cents. These figures cover an exceptionally good run and a poor one. The
percentage of the cost of labour paid to the Chinese varies a little to the total cost of
the pack. It varics from 13} in 1900, 16} in 1899 and 17} in 1896. A great deal
depends on the run of fish, but the fixed charges go on.

Take the pack for the big year, that is for 1897, 1,015,477 cases, the approximate
cost of which is 23,572,800. Out of that I figure that 8964,656 represents material
manufactured elsewhere than in British Columbia. Seventeen per cent represents the
the amount paid to the Chinese labour contractor, and I think & per cent of the 17 per
cent represents the payment by the Chinese to their Indian employees, leaving 12 per
cent actually earned by the Chinese themselves. That regresents earnings by the Chinese
of 8428,736, and the earnings of the employees of the Chinese $178,640. The balance,
50 per cent, of the total cost of production was 22,000,768, That represents the sum
of money practically distributed in British Columbia for all sorts of material, }abour,
machinery, steamboat service, insurance, lumber and everything in fact produced in
British Columbia.

Other things being equal, we would: prefer to employ whites. I do not think it is
a good thing to increase the restriction tax on Chinese from 850 to 8100, or to have any
restriction put upon the labour of the country. We must have cheap labour for produc-
tion, where we have to compete in foreign markets, or to be forced out pr the markets
entirely.  Being in a position to employ cheap labour enables us to give good pay to a
large number of good men, high class men. If there were no Chinese to be had the
industry would lie idle to a large extent. They receive a very small portion of the cost.
of production, and yet they are an important factor in the industry. The cost of produc-
tion fluctuates more than his wages amount to. I think the industry has reached very
uearly its maximum in British Columbia. We are suffering from competition among the
canners, and we are suffering from a scarcity of Chinese labour.

“The pack would be restricted enormously if we were to employ all white labour, or
we would have to close up entirely. Supposing further restrictions were introduced, as
long as we had the present supply of cheap labour we could get along. I believe white
labour in British Columbia would be greatly benefitted by a large number of Chinese in
the country. The conditions of life would be very mucg easier in the development of
our resources if white men and their families had servants like the Chinese to do the
dirty werk for them, I think it is the destiny of the white men to be worked for by
the inferior races. :

The canneries do not supply a place for a labourer with a family to start in this
province, but there is other work in the country. My view is that for the time being it
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would be better to have the places requiring unskilled labour filled with Chinese, than to
have them filled with white people, and resorve the higher placesfor the whites. I think
it better that they should bo employed vather than that we should not have the indvs-
tries established. A great many of the white men go to the mines, and then cheap
1abour comes in in the form of the Chinaman. The white labour does not come in, o0 .
the difficulty goes on increasing. The presence of the Chinese cheap labour here enables.
industries to go on that would otherwise be impossibie, and the country is benefitting in
consequence. ) :

No canuery on the coast has ever successfully employed exclusively white labour.
The Chinese are steady in their habits, reliable in their work and reliable to make con-
tracts with. They won't strike while you have a big pile of fish on your dock. They
are less trouble and less expense than whites. They are content with rough accom-
modation at the canneries. If yon employ white people you have to put up substantial
buildings with every modern appliance, only to be occupied six weeks in the year. The
canneries draw upon all other industries for their Chinese labour. Quite a few domestics
come to work.

Exclusion would make the conditions very acute within the next few years. The
Chinamen would go home and die off. I do not think there is any reason for exclusion
just now. I know there is no reason for any extension of the canneries, and if the present
number of Chinese would be preserved, I believe the industry could be maintained. 1
believe that if traps were employed fewer men would be necessary, and the white men
would receive much better pay. We will employ Chinamen just the same inside the
canneries. -

I believe free trade in labour for some time to come would be the best policy. I
would like to see all restrictions taken off the Chinese. I have resided in Canada since
1882. T wonld like to see thu country settled by white people, but I do not think it
possible just now. The Chinese will remain a race apart. They will nover assimilate,
and it is not desirable that they should. T look upon them as steam engines or any
other machine, the introduction of which deprives men of some particular employment,
but in the long run, it enormously increases the employment. The Chinese standard of
living is not comparable at all with that of the white man. I know white men would
not care to live as they do.

At Astoria, Oregon, where they have a population of eight or ten thousand white
people, they employ almost entirely (“hinese for the same work as we do. There are prob-
ably about six thousand Chinese in the canneries in British Columbia. The fow
weeks a white man would be employed in the cannery would not make it possible for a
white man to start a family upon.

" Prior to 1895 the salmon industry on Puget Sound was very limited indeed, but it
grew very 1apidly afterwards. 'The packs for three years were as follow :— B

1898, - 1899. 1000,
Puget Sound..........ooooonnn 355,000 871,600 432,000
Fraser River........ ... ... 956,000 510,000  316,00C

The pack on Puget Sound was divided amongst seventeen cannerics as against
forty-eight on Fraser River.

Filling machines work more satisfactorily if the fish are fresh, as from trap fishing.
No filling machines are used in this vicinity. Fraser River packers huve found it to
their advantage to keep up the quality of the pack by carefully handilling the cans.
Machines are nsed in Alaska and some on Puget Sound, but if we used them we would
have to take so mach less for our fish, though by using them we could dispense with a

great deal of labour.
The Automatic Can Company saves Chinese labour, but canners, to make sure of

the advance to the Chinese and to keep them through the season, prefer to pay a
premium to them in order to have them on hand dwing packing operations. 12} cents
are allowed to Chinese when the cans aro made at the cannery. I think the cost for
Jabour at the Automatic Can Company is about hive cents a case. The capacity of our
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cannerics in British Columbia is about 13,600 cases a day. The cost of our plant to in-
sure that production would not be less than 360,000, -

We find that day labour costs more than contracting inside the cannery. The .
Chinese boss can obtain better results than we can with the same men. Undoubtedly
if there wis an abundance of labour for the inside work of the canneries we could handie
a great many more fish and pay better prices for them. In July and August I would
place the number of people engaged directly in the business in British Columbia at from
20,000 to 25,000 full grown men and women. Harvesting happens about the same
time. The summer months are the best in almost every line of business, A small pro-
portion of the fishermen bring their families with tkem, excepting the Indians. White
women would not care to camp out under the conditions that exisv during the fishing
season.  Almost everybody in the province is either directly or indirectly interested in
the cannerics. . i

I think the Chinese arc particularly adapted to the canning industry. T cannot
well conceive conditions, that the canneries can bring about at the present time more
favourable te the white men of the country without stiling the husiness itself. We are
able to carry on the industry with the aid of the Chinese, which would not exist other-
wise, '

If it were nut for the competition of the Alaska canneries with their cheaper fish,
the canueries in British Columbia would be pretty well off. The canneries of British
Columbia could easily put up two million cases if the fish were there.

I do not think the whites are being replaced by the Chinese. As a practical fact
the canners have not found it possible to employ whites for that class of work. The
Chinese make very good wages. 1 do not know what the views of other canners are in
respect to iramigration. : _

We put up an especially high grade of goods on the Fraser and spend a great deal
of extra labour in doing so, to fill a special market in England.

The average numnber of fishermen connected with our canneries would be from nine
hundred to a thousand men. About half of the fishermen are white men ; the balance
are Japarese and Indians ; probably a little more of the balance are Japanese.

On the Skeena we employ about 150 fishermen ; that is, net men and boat pullers,
chiefly Indians.  Of the.n, there are perhaps thirty white men at each place, and twenty-
five Jnpanese all told. Indian labour is becoming scarce,

At Rivers Inlet we have about 220 net men and boat pullers.  Of these, about 40
are white men, about 40 Japanese, and the rest are Indians. Last year was the first
year we employed Japanese tb any extent. R

The fishing in Alaska is all done by seining, at which we eraploy about sixty or
seventy men. We supply the gear, and the men are paid so much a fish. There is a
larger quantity of fall fish packed there than altogether in British Columbia. Respon-
sible men are paid high wages there, probably 890 a month. -

Fishing on Puget Sovnd is done principally by traps by all white labour, which is
very well paid. We cannot really call them fishermen, They are cutting piles and

driving them with steam pile drivers, running steamers, &e. . Gill nets .are used very _

little there.  We employ no gill nets, whatever, although we buy. a few fish from the
gill net men.  Trap fishinyg is licensed by the Fish Commissioner, for which we pay 250
a trap. The traps are placed in navigable water. Any American individual or corpor-
ation, formed or established under the laws of the State of Washington is enttled to use
three traps. Their size varies very much ; some are 2,000 feet in length ; 1,200 would
be a fair average. There is no exact width. S

It is a system of continuous fishing, and at the same time a sort of warehousing them,
keeping them alive. I hardly think the work could be done by the Japanese. The
piles are taken out every year. Some traps are very costly. The average first cost
would be about 3,000, and including the cost of operating it, and wear and tear, about
$1,000 for one season. The difference in cost is in getting a good or bad location. Much
experimenting has to be done to get a place where traps lay down properly, and where
the piles may be driven to advantage, and to provide against them being washed away
by a heevy tide.  Our total expenditure on seventeen traps last year, inciuding the
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labour in conmnection with them was-$97,000;_that included three traps on the British
side at Boundary Bay, which we have operated for some time under a licensé. ~ This will-
be our sixth year on Puget Sound.

Fishermen in Northern Alaska can catch 1,600 fish a day with one-third the nett-
ing we use on the Fraser River. v .

In 1896 the average cost of fish at four canneries was 32.07 a case. The average
¢ st on Puget Sound the same yeer way 81,05 a case, In 1897 fish were tho lowest I
have ever known. On the Foaser River fish cost on an average at four canneries about
95 conts a vase.  On Puget Sound the cost was 84 cents, but owing to the very large
number of fish wo caught and could not u-e there, we had to liberate them. Labour
was not obtainable.  On the Fraser the price started at ten cents per fish, eight cents
after o while, and I davesay some off lots at odd times for five or six cents. 'We calou-
Jate about twelve and o half fish to the case. The fish are smaller in big runs. In 1898
the difference in cost pei case in favour of Puget Sound was 80 cents ; in 1899 abeut 44
cents ; in 1900 it was in favour of Fraser River by about 81.13.

Alnska is a great factor. There must have Leen twelve or fifteen new canne-
ries put up there this year in addition to additions put to others. In 1897, if thero had
heen more Chinese we should have given employment to more white men outside in
fishing. There were very few Japanese then. In a big year the cost of fish is a great
factor. T

The parties who interested themselves in Puget Sound in the first instance were
British Columbia packers. The industry has been driven very largely across to Puget
Sound because they ave not hampered with so many restrictions there as to fishery regu-
lations, &e. They saw a chance of getting more fish there and getting them cheaper by
the use of traps. They have no close scason there.

The crew for a trap consists of five or six men, who get §50 or $60 a month each
and board. Two extensive traps might keep a cannery going, or it might take ten.  In
early days on the Fraser River forty boats would eatch enough fish to supply a cannery.
1t has become necessary to employ-one hundred boats now. Traps would alter the
situation very much, Fewer men would be employed, and they would become more
mechanics than fishermen. You can do better with traps. 'The fish can be kept alive |
for a few days before they are required. If, as has happened on several occasions, an
enormous run of fish hascome, and we cannot use them all, it is possible to open the
trap and let the fish go. These are not destroyed ; whereas catching fish with gill nets

-ou eantot keep them long, and great care has to bé exercised in the selection of fish

rought in by gill net boats. If traps were used I think entirely white labour would be
employed, as ut present on Puget Sound. By them we could dispense with a great many
fishermeii, but to adopt them immediately would constitute a hardship and an injury to
the fishermen. I look upon trap fishing as being the scientific method of catching
salmon for the market. .

I should think §65 would be a fair figure to allow for the depreciation of the velue
of a boat and net for a season. We pay now about 877 for a round bottom boat,
whereas we used to buy flat-hottemed skiils for from $25 to 8£35. Canners frequently
~ommence the season by paying a figure for fish which they know will result in a loss to
them just to get the work started.

"the average fisherman on the Skeena catches more fish than on the Fraser. The
average number of fishermen on the Skeena is a little smaller per cannery, and the
canners there do not prepare such-large packs. We pay 20 cents a fish on the Fraser,
10 cents a fish un the Skeena, and in Alasks from 1 cent to 8 cents & fish. We catch
them in our own traps on. Puget Sound. :

Fish kept in traps begin to suffer after threo days. Regulations for close time
could be easier enforced with traps, and they would be better for the spawning grounds.
That.is clearly proved, I think, by the number of fish that go up the river on Monday -
morning. During a heavy run you are able to liberate the supertluous fish from the
traps. Personally I believe it would be in the interests of both canrers and fishermen
if an arrangement could be made to reduce the number of boats on the Fraser River. I
have seen 15,000 fish taken out of a trap in forty minutes. The trap has as great an
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advantage over net fishing as an express train over a wheel-barrow, I have known of
one boat earning $200 a day on the Fraser River.

We made heavy losses on Puget Sound last year. We lost money on the Fraser
for the last three years. In the world’s market we have to compete with a cheaper
production in Alaska. There the fish cost very little. They can produce at $2.25 to
#$2.50 per case delivered in San Francisco. It is practically the same fish, but not as
good as the Fraser River or Skeena fish. The Alaska fish finds a market in the United
States chiefly. From 450,000 to 500,000 cases of Alaska fish go to the United King-
dom. They do not command as good a price as the Fraser River fish, because of our
pack being of such & good class. The average difference in the market price would, I
think, be from 1=, 6d. to 2s. 6d. & case in the English market. Alaska is our chief com-
petitor, although Puget Sound is running it pretty close. Puget Sound can take a good
place with Fraser River. The difference in cost on the Fraser River on an average over
Puget Sound per case was, in 1896, 89 cents ; in 1897, (that was a big run) the differ-
ence was 13 cents; in 1898, sbout 31.26; in 1899, about 81.90; in 1900, about 68
cents.  The average market value of sock-eyes is a very difficult question to answer.
Aftor the shortage was known last year the price went away up, to 27s. 6d. from 22s.

Most people sold in advance last year and lost severely in consequence. As a rule
they sell partly in advance and hold partly for the future. I do not think pecple can
sell at all just now ; there is no business offering. We sell British Columbia salmon in
Canads, Australia and the United Kingdom. Our Alaska and Puget Sound output we
sell in the United States and the United Kingdom. The cost of fish was less prior to
1897.

As an inducement for white labour to come here we cannot pay a trifle more, as we
depend upon conditions we cannot control.  The market does not depend on whether
you employ Chinese or not.

British Columbia, under favourable circumstances, may furnish 1,000,000 cases out
of a total pack for the coast of 3,500,000, The Canadian market takes from 80,000 to
100,000 cases.

Frank Burnett, of Vancouver, President of the United Canners’ Coinpany, Limited,
said: I have been connected with the cannery business for four years. Production by
our company last year about 50,000 cases. 'We employ from 200 to 600 Chinese. We
de not employ any Chinese, except the cook, except by contract. We contract with one
man to make the cans and fill them and prepare them for shipment. The contractor is
~ a Chinaman. He employs Indian women by the month. 1 do not know what the
Chinamen under him carn per day. We let the contract by bargain,

. We contract that women altogether shall be employed for the cleaning of the fish.
As a matter of fact we supply thern and charge them to the contiuictor.  We can get the
women better than he can.  They do the work of cleaning the fish better than Chinese.
We have been able to get enough Indian women to do that work. We have three can-
neries, two two years old and one three years old. The Chinese make the cans, fill them,
solder them, cook them, lacquer them and fill them into the cases. 'We have five white
men in each cannery, perhaps eight or twelve in each. All canneries do not pay alike to
the boss Chinaman. The work is done a little cheaper since we have used machinery.
White mer. could do the work of the Chinese in the canneries. With a little experience
I think he could do the work as well as the Chinaman. T do not think he could do it as
cheaply. Chinese aie very clever at it. If & Chinaman takes the contract he gets
Chinese to do the work. The boss Chinaman has not had any difficulty that I know of
s0 fur in getting sufticiant Chinamen.

The Chinese have nothing to do with catching the fish. We have never tried to
get white men to do the work of Chinese. I do not think the white men are here.in
sufticient numbers to do the work, and be out of employment the rest of the time. I do
not know where you could get employment for the immense number of men employed
for the fishing season in the forty -canneries on the Fraser River.

If no more Chinese came in we would have no difficulty in getting all we want.
The Chinese who are here are the ones we want. If there was exclusion there wonid be
no difficulty at the present time, but there would be in the future ; that would depend
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upon the mortality of the Chinese here. Sentimentaily I am in favour of restriction,
but from a business point of view I would favour it to a certain extent. The increase
of a tax from 850 to $100 I do not think amounts to anything. I think & higher poll
tax would be advisable. T would not absolutely exclude the Chinese, but it would pre-
vent such a large number coming in. 1 am inclined to think too meny have come in.
What to suggest is hard to say; 8300 I think would certainly teud to keep a large
number from coming in, tend to decrease the number. I do not think it would keep
.nem from coining in altogether. Eclusion would affect us very soon ; some die, and
some go back to China. Our contractor tells us he had difficult in getting all the

Chinese he wanted. It was not to his interest to say so. It might be his interest to

say so while the Commission is sitting. My idea is that the equilibrium obtains now,—

that there is enough here now, but I would restrict increase to a certain number coming

in, so as to supply the demand. Sentimentally 1 prefer exclusion. I would certainly
rathcr see the country developed by white labour. I think that would be desirable,
because the Chinaman does not assimilate. He is a forcigner all tho time. It is not
desirable that they should assimilate. Those who pretend to assimilate and pretend to
belong to churches are far worse than those who do not profess to b converted. Their
profession - of conversion in nearly every case is hypoerisy. They become tremendous
rascal:, when they pretend to become Christians. An unconverted Chinaman is gener-
ally honest, and can always be relicd on to keep a contract. The more converted a
Chinaman beeomes the worse he becomes. As to the character of Chinese for honesty,
with the exception of those who pretend to be converted, I have found no bettr people
as regards honesty, for keeping their contracts. ! T think thoy are far ahead of the Japa-
nese as regards the keeping their contracts. 'The Chinamau will keep 8 contract whether
he wins or loses by it as far ay possible.

The English market is our privcipal market. Wae do not control the trade by any
means ; our great competitor is ‘Alaska in the Fnglish and Australian markets. I know
that they can sell fish cheaper than wo can. 'The price of fish in the English market
varies very much. [ think there are not enough white men and Indians to do the fish-
ing on the river. 1 do not think there are tco many nets on the river. In the heavy
runs there were more fish caught than could be saved.

The position taken that it there were ¢ fewer number of boats the fishermen would
catch more to the boat, is theory. There has been no opportunity to prove that yet.
The boss never complained of any searcity of Chinese labour. On account of the strike
last year the Chinese were idle half the time.

We cannot pay the same price for fish one year as another. If there is a pack of
600,000 cases on the Fraser river we are not going to get the same price in England as
if there were only 200,000 cases put up. Tt is & case of supply and demand. The price
went away up when it was found that the pack was a failure Jast year, and it would
have gone down if the pack lhad been a great success. The price has gone down from 38s.
to 28s. 6d. for half pound flats. During the strike it went up 8 shillings in a week or two
weeks ; that would mean an advance of 20 cents a fish ; of course that was phenomenal.
The extent of the run and the Huctuation of the market is one of the difficulties in respect
of the trouble in fixing the price. You can no more make the price more continuous or
more steady, than you can arrange for the price of wheat or any other commodity to be

- more steady. I have sold out aimost compietely. 1 have made no money init. To<ay
1 have practically no canuery stock at all, and U am glad, too. I think a great many I
have niet have been no more fortunate than 1 have been. There have been no failures,
but many are in the hands of the banks and the banks have to carry them. There must

certainly be a certain number of people to take care of the fish of the canneries, but not -

necessarily Chinese. The Chinese are necessary at the present time, because 1 do not
think there is white laboar -enough available. There is a parallel case in Manitoba.
When the wheat crop comes on they have to provide for the harvesting by bringing
white labourers in from the east, and taking them back again when the harvest is over.
The same conditions exist theve. 1 was fifteen years in Manitoba and know how it was.
- It is a question whether the Canadian Pacific Railway could bring so many here, and

take them back again to do the same here. The Chinese get well paid for the time they
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are working ; it is not cheap labour by any means. Some of them would probably
be employed for four months, aud others for six or seven weeks ; about two-thirds for
only six or seven wecks.

1 do not think there arc too many canneries ; I do not think there are too many

fishermen. Every four years we have a good run. I believe in free trade. It is a case

of the survival of the fittest.

If white fishermen were there we would rather deal with them. We pay fishermen
the same price all round. .

If you iucrease the cannery for a big year you lose so much more in other years, so
it becomes purely a matter of dollars and cents. T think they have reached the limit
now ; that is the way I have got out of the business. : )

I think mostly from domestic service the Chinese are drawn, that work inside the
cannervies. I know of two canneries that have practically failed. The traps on the other
side is one thing that has decreased the price of their fish.

James Anderson, whose cannery is in the city of New Westminster, said: T cor-
roborate the evidence of Mr. Fwen as to the labour question, what it cost in mechinery,
and the like. I might differ with him & little about the number of cannevies. We
could do with fewer canneries, but the people who put their money into thein, that is
their concern.

We cannot carry on the industry without the Chinese under present conditions. T
eraploy about 125 men all told. T start my white men on April 1, and last year T
had them until November 1. T am not in favour of Chinamen coming in as
freely as they please. My opinion is to get rid of Chinese and Japanese if the
conditions will allow it. T think youn can do better without the Japanese than without
the Chinese. The Chinese do not fish, but if we got whito men and their families we
might get the Chinese out.  That would take a nunuber of years. That is, it would teke
some time. As conditions are, you cannot get white girls or boys togo to the cannerics,
because the Chinese are there, and they do not want to associate with them. They do
not care to work alongside the Chinese.  If no more Chinese came in, having regaud to
the numbers that are here, the change to white labov would come about gradually. Tt
would cost. white people a good deal to come to the .oast. There would be work for
them if there were no Chinese or Japanese.

T would like to sco nothing but white labour in the country. I am speaking
personally, not from a business standpoint. If there was further restriction on further
immigration, there would be the difficulty of replacing the labour, that is our difliculty.
The presencs of Chinese and Japanese here may have a tendeney to keep out white im-
migration, but personally I cannot, say. It is a serious matter to have all the avenues
of-Inbour filled with Japanese and Chinese. We would build up the countr much
quicker with white labour. The Chinese supply a certain class of cheap labour that you
cannot now fill with white men, but that would soon remedy itself. For removing that
difficulty I say there is no time like the present. The remedy will have to come some
time, and I suppose you may as well begin now. Of course, speaking for the canning
industry, we are a little handicapped here now by the competition on the other side.
1f no more Chinese were allowed to come in, the change would be gradual. T think it
would be a mistake to make any radical change. Many of the Chinese go to the United
States, I believe, and I believe some of them are going to Toronto how as domestic
servants. I would prefer to sce the oriental going out, rather than ovr people.

Thomas R. Smith, of Robert Ward & Co., general agents, Victoria, raid: Have
been in the canning business as an employer three or four years. The industry was
largely developed before T went into it. The industry is not dependent altogether on
Japaneso labour. The length of the fishing season is about two and a half months. 1t
is not always the same. It depends on the run of fish, ‘The supply of fish is inter-
mittent. There may bo a good supply one day and no supply the next day. Thesemen
have to wait there. Fishermen rell tﬁeir fish by contract at a certain price, Ol course
labour is required inside tho cauneries to take care of the fish thetare brought in by the
fishermen. Fishermen are a class entirely distinet from the labourers inside the can-
neries. I do not think the labourers catching the fish and the labourers taking care of
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Q. Having rozard to the number that ave in the country at present, do you think
that industry is dependent upon any further admission of labour of that kind for its
continuance I—--A. No, I do.not think so. Of course labour will have to be obtained.
If it has to be obtained at a higher price so much the worse for the industry. I should
say the Chinese are the least undesirable. I think they are preferable as a matter of
eomparison,

The Chinese will never assimilate. They are & distinct and alien race—alien in )
speech, habits and civilization—in every way.

Q. Do you think it in the interests of this country to further increase a race of that
kind1—A. ¥ do not think so. In the general interests of the country, I should say not.

It would be unwise for a white man ~ith a family to come into the province,
unless he has something in view before he comes, hecause he would have to enter into
competition with the iabour that is in the market here. It is just such a man as that
who would go away greatly disgusted with British Columbia, and injure the province,
because he could not live here and compete.

Q. Would you advise white men, white labouring men, to come to Victoria, under
existing conditions 1—A. No, T do not think 80. Whether they would not be a far more
desireble class of citizens is a different question.

Q. From your knowledge of the canning industry, do you believe the profits of the
canuerymen are as good xs the profits of the manufacturers throughout the country 1—
A. Yes, it is a very progressive-industry of course,

Q. You think they would muke fully &s much profit us other industries1—A. Yes,
Last year was a poor year, and it was not very good the year before that.

Q. Do you think it is wise that the Government should encourage the immigration
of Chinese into the country I—A. No, I think the general policy should be to keep the
Cirinese out, and gradually to get white men in.

G. A. Kirk, of Victoria, said : We have three canneries and cmploy seventy Chinese
in each cannery. We might have ten white men. We pay the Chinese contractors so
much ver cas>. We have introduced labour-saving machines in the canneries and
where the work is done by them we chaige the Chinamen for that. White men have
never done the whole work. The white men cannot give us suflicient men to do the
fishing. We employ all the white men that offer. We are only too glad to get hold of
them. I know that but for the Japanese several canneries would have to shut dowr,
nexy year. I do not think there are too many Japanese fishermen. I think we pay
better wages than on the other side of the line.

Charles F. Todd, wholesale grocer and salmon canner, said: J have resided in
Victoria 37 or 38 years. There is no competition between Chinese and whites in the
lines of lahour I employ, that is canning, because they are not doing the same thing.
The condition does not arise. We employ white men as superintendents.  We confract
at so much per case with the Chinese firm. It is one of the conditions that they shall
not sublet their. contracr. The business could not be. carried on withont the Chinese,
The labour could not ve found. We have been in business since 1882, If ihey were
not here the business would not have been developed. The Chinese are employed at
the same work on the other side of the line at a cheaper rate, except in some places in
Aluska where they may be able to get enough native workers. The fisheries on the
coast depend on Chinese labour. I think there are between sixty and seventy canneries
in the Province employing on an average I should think about 75 men each, probably
from three to five thousard Chinese altogether.  Up north they have some Indian help,
but the work is not 5o much manual labour as it is expert labour, such as soldering.
The packing season on the Fraser River is from four to eight weeks. A man would not
get probably more than four weeks’ work the season.

There may be enough Chinamen now to fill up all the requirements. I think so at
the present time unless the labour were diverted so that it would not bhe available.
Chinese are not as desirable as whites, but there are lots of whites no more to be desired
than Chinese. .

Q. If no further immigration of Chinese were allowed, do you think that trade
would gradually adapt itself to the changed conditione, not to put out the Chinese that

-
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are here 1—A. 1 do not knaw. It would depend on_conditions not alone in British
Columbia. The canving business is not confined to British Columbia, but is governed
largely by outeide conditions, so unless the conditions should change in Alaska and
Puget Sound and elsewhere, white labour could not be availsbiv at & low enough wage ;
unless the wages were low enough there is only one thing would happen, it is simply a
question of a fisherman taking less for the fish, or the white people to bo paid more for
puiting them up, and if we had to pay more for putting the fish up the fishermen would
have less for the fish they caught. ~

The price varies very much. In the United States the methods of eatching salmon
are different from ours, They get them cheaper. They have a large home market and
they go to the English market as well.  Generally they export more than we do.

I would not recommend the Chinese should be allowed to come in witheat restric-
tion. It would be overdone. There ave enough here. 1 should think, unless the flow
becomes greater than at the present time $190 is sutficient. There are a very few
coming into the country now, that is as far as I know.

We have from 175 to 200 fishermen, all full grown men.  All the Indian
women who come to the cannery are employed. There is a great scavcity and competi-
tion for them. I have known them to be paid as high as 23 a day. Indian boys ave
largely employed. Wages for women are 15 or 20 cents an hour. Boys, 10 to 15 years

old, 10 to 15 cents an our. They wash the fish apart from the Chiuese. We some-

times emplo; them subject to the Chinese and deduct,what we pay them from the

Chinese contract. They board themselves ; have cabins, tents” and~ houses--at—the
canneries for their accommodation. Have never employed white men and boys for the
same purpose. You would have to have better accommodation for whito people. The
season is so short., For instance, over on Puget Sound the canneries arc sometimes
located in cities where they may employ & cortoin amount of white help ~vho live at
home, but in British Columbia the conditions are entirely different. 1 donot:e how it
is possible to employ white help at all. T would certainly not like to see it done. Jiis
very degrading.  White fishermen very seldom bring their families tc the cauneries.
'he fishermen are not inclined to work {nside the cauneries and do not bricy Inbour with
them to take care of the fish they catch. Of the 350 fishermen I think about 1€ were
Japanese. In the past a good many of them expected to get their living out of fi.hing
only, but are wakening up to the necessity of finding some other employment as well.
They find they cannot get & year's living out of one or two months’ vork now.

We have been engaged in the canning business in Puget Sound ; employed Chinese
and white people in the same capacity as here. Wages are less there than here; for
the Chinese about 20 per cent less; whites about the same wages. Cost of living
chieaper there; cost of machinery we found was 50 per cent cheaper than here. The
necessities of life are cheaper too, cheaper over there ; meat and farm produce are very
much cheaper over there; 75 per cent of the fish over there are caught by traps,
probably ten men for one trap; with many traps together they probably woukl not
average more than six men toa trap. The men were largely Swedes, N orweginns,
Russians and Finns, Take an ordinary snceessful trap and the ordinary resalts on the
Fraser River, I should think a liberal estimate would be four traps would give you the
same results as 150 or 200 fishermen on the Fraser River. It would depend largely in
the way traps were situated and worked. T have known one instance where one trap
caught more fich than 175 fishermen did on the Fraser River, where there would not be
ovar eight or ten men employed.

We paid on the average on the Fraser River the year before last 29 cents a fish,
and on Puget Sound we estimated on a fair average the fish cost us about five cents, if
the traps were favourably jocated ; 17 cents a fish difference, or equal to 82 a case is a
fair average for the year 1899 Their season is longer over there; the foreign market
takes only the best of fish, whereas their local market takes any kind of fish ; therefore
canneries can start on May 1 over on the other side and run until the end of November
- as they do in many cases. Over there men are employed much longer and make much
more time than men do over here,
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Oune of the advantages of the trap method of fishing is, that they are able to catch
fish allve, thervefore they can keep their fish on hand between the runs of the schools by
using double pots holding the fish and keeping them alive until such {ime as they are
able to use them. Whereas on the Fraser River the fish have to be used as soon after
they arc caught us possible. 1 believe the fish in traps have been held alive as long as
two wecks on some occasions,  {t works to the advantage of the labourer in giving them
& longer scason to work end more constant work, In the canning industry, where there
is great competition, it i necessary to have the same conditions as elwwhore in order to
compete,

Q. Could you dispense with « large amount of that labour in our
teaps £ AL 1 should say so.  You may make it up to a man in some
longer employment, and in one year employing 35 men for seven or
year, whereas you now employ 175 men for only six weeks. They work by the wmonth,
With the use of teaps Japanese could be dispensed with very largely. A man cannot
1t to cateh fish at the same price as they can be caught in the traps,

All their sockeye salmon like ours emanate from the Fraser River, They depend
almst altogether on salmon from the Fraser River. We employ tén white men in each
canvery.  The price of fish ran from 15 cents down to 6 cents four years ngo. Of
covtse at that time the Awmerican traps were catching fish at ons cent a fish, )

Two men will do us much work with a soldering “machins today as 75 men work-
ing by hand would have done gome years ago.  We pay more for the fish now and the
price in the market has not gone up.  The contract price, even with the -machinery
being added every year, has not gone down. There are enough canneries here for the
fish ranning.  Traps could have restrictions puton them the same as any other methods
of fishing. { look at it simply as & commereial man, .

W. A, Munroe, of Steveston, said: I am manager of the Phenix and Britannic

canneries, which belong to the Anglo-Brjtish Columbia Packing Company, In 1897 we
had more white labour than usual. It *ns a large run and the Chinese were not obtain-
able.  Onr peoplo in Vancouver set to work and sent as many white people over as they
could gather up, I think 15 or 20,and about the same number came from the West-
minster Automatic Can Factory.  Most of thoes from the can factory were boys. Part
of the cans were made in that factory I mysel stood outside the dyke and tried to get
Indian men and women to do the work ; labour was very scarce that year. We had
quite a number of cans from the Automatic Can Factory in 1897. The Chinamen did
not object to these cans that I am aware of, [ never knew that any of our cans were
punctured by euyone. They did not ohject to the capping machine that T am aware of.
As far as puncturing cans or damaging the machine goes [ do not know anything about
that.  We had a number of strangers who were sent from Vancouver, men not ac-
customed to work on machines, and beeause the machines would not work easily they
might have thought that the Chinese had been monkeying with them. Wo had » little
dithiculty with “l1e Chinese that year. I think it was because a number of them were
opium-smokers, and we wanted fo get all the work out of them we could. The whole
trouble did not amount to much. The contract system did not prevent me from engag-
ing all the white labour available for the cannery. Igot all the labonr I could get
hold of ; the contract provides for that. It is immaterial to us what lihour the China-
man brings.  When fish are plentiful we are always willing to pay good pric.a for
labour.  The canning industry has rot been profitabie for some time. Some men went
into the business and came out all right. The average man who goes into the business
is very soon tied up; that is the snan who goes in with a little capital,

Will'am Campbheli, manager of the Automatic Canning Company, New Westminster,
said : The factory running to its full capacity wiil turn out about 200,000 cans a day.
We employ from thirty to eighty, all whites, men, boys and girls. We make cans for
some of the canneries.” We do not make all the cans for the company of which Bell-
Iiving is manager. We are usually employed on cans for about four months in the year
in the summer time. I believe we can make them more cheaply than the canneries can
make by hand. T believe that the lnbour is about one-half between the factory and hand
labour.” We have been in existence four years. The labour custs about $1 per thousand
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cans. The canners say they have to have Chinese help, and they employ them in making
cans for some time before the fishing season so that they will have the men on hand
when the fishing season comes on. We have an advantage over individual canuers in
buying our material in large blocks. If the canning_industry depended absolutely on
our product, there would be no trouble in having enough on hand for the whole of them.
Theroe has only been a stringency on one or two occasions oy reason of tin not arriving
in the country in time. 1 never heard of any of our cans having been punctured or made
defective by the Chinese in order to have the cans made by themselves,  We have had
no trouble in getting white labour, and I would rather hate it.  Our trade growsin .
miscellaneous cans. 1 do not suppase we supply more than one-renth of the cans used
on the Fraser River, We manufacture cans of all sizes and descriptions.

T.ee Soon, of New Westminster, said :- [have been in this country sixteen years, 1
have been in the canning business five years. I have got about 230,000 of capital
invested. I have ten partners, some are heve and some of them are in China.” 1 employ
eighty to one hundred hands ; 20 per cent of them are white men. I have an engincer,.
net boss, watchman, fish collector, ani some young boys who carry fish to the cans.
We have also steamboat men.  Our steamer would be worth 32,750.  We have from
fifty to sixty Chinese in the cannery, no Japanese, Last year I had five boats of Japanese.
The rest of the fishermen were white men and Indians.

I would like to see our peaple come in very well. I would like to see the head tax
remain as it is now, 2100, and not be increased any further. With a head tax like that
the population would not increase any further. 1 am alwo in the merchandising business.
Men in the cannery business lost a great deal last year. At first the fishermen were not
setisfied, but after the strike they were satisfied, they told me so.

I own considerable land in tnis country. Itis under cultivation. We employ
fifteen to eighteen Indians inside the cannery beside the fishermen. I brought all the
capital I'invested “here from China. I paid 31,565 to white labour in the cannery last
year, and $600 for wages on the steamboat. I am called on for public subscriptions,
and T always subseribe.  We hind about twenty boats of white fisherman iast year and
from twelse to eighteen boats with Indians. The fishermen say there are too many
boats. I think not too many boats, but too many cannerics. I pay the sune for fish to
all. White men and Indians work our cannery boats.  White fishermen struck first
last year. It was not casy to get fisherme. 0 work for mie last year.  There was a lot
of lish last year, but there was a strike on, and they did not go out and get them. T do
not think there are enough Chinamen for all the canneries this yerr.  We cannot take so
much fish from the fishermen if we have not enough men to tale care of them.

We hire the men at the first of July. There are just about as many men available
now as last year.

Thomas Robinson, of New Westminster, assistant to the Inmspector of fisheries,
said: We have no means of ascertaining the value of a plant of the individual fisher-
man as distinct from the whole. The statement gives the value of plant. In 1896 there
were 14,227 employees. The value of the plant then was 29,197,248, In 1897 the
number of employees was 19,850, the value of the plant $2,350,260. In 1898 em-
ployees 20,695, plant $2,480,245. In 1899 employecs 20,037, plant 22,145,173, In
1600 employees 20,262, plant $2,839,904. These figures are from the Government
return as far as published by the department, and beyond that from our own office
records. The information is from the various canneries in answer to a form of questions
that is submitted to them.

The price is based on ten cents & pound, so the figures will show the difference in
bulk more than the market price. It will show the value of the production, rather
than the market price. With regard to the plant, we have no meens of ascertaining it
apart from the plant which belongs to the individual fisherman. The statement includes
everything in the industry. Itis made up partly from the cannery returns, and partly
based on the number of licenses issued. .

As to the employment of Chinese in canneries, in my opinion the present conditions
are unnatural. The Chinese were here, were brought here from the east and the can-
ners have made use of them, but I think that with white help they could have done the
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same work.  We have depended on the Chinese till we think we need them, until we
seemingly need them. Some people have worked themselves into the belief that they
are necessary. We have created the necessity by our action in using them. I was at
‘one time interosted in the Fraser River Industrial Cannery. There were eighty or
ninety interested in it as a co-operative association, nearly one-half wece fishermen,
The inside work was done by Chinamen. They had not very much to say about em-
ploying Chinese.  They accepted the directions of their financial agent.

The Cooperative Cannery was sold by bankrupt sale. The itficulty I should say
was in the first place lack of capital, and lack of harmony amongst the membership. It
ran three or four seasons. I think we had one or two successful seasons, It had profit
in 1896, but I think it went behind in 1897.

1 have no knowledge personally to draw comparisons with labour conditions in
lobster and vegetable canneries elsewhere, with salmon canning on the Fraser. I
believe it was ditticult to get some expert Chinamen one year. I think there were fish
refused last year by the canners. The capacity of a caunery depends upon the labour
and the plant within it. The canneries are very rarely worked to their full capacity, on
account of the run of fish. It always seemed to me that when there were plenty of fish
they were choked. 1 think there was a shortage of Chinamen in 1896. There was a
scarcity of Chinese labour in 1897 when the run was on, . .

It would take some time for the white men to become expert in the canneries under
present conditions, because the work is in the hands of the Chinese.

G. H. West, fisherman, of New Westmiister, said : T think restriction of Chinese
and Japancse is absolutely necessary, for the raason tha we have been crowded out by
them. ~The Chinese do not interfere with us in gill netting. The Chinese should be
vestricted.  'White men and Indians should have the opportunity of making the money
and spending it in the country. I should like to see the tax made so high that no more
Chinese could come in,  In Australia they have a tax for fishing licenses, and they have
to pay & poll tax as well.  Chinamen and. white fishermen are taxed the same here.
Chinese fill so many places in lumber mills during the rest of the year that white men
cannot get work and cannot make a living. We only require to encourage our own
people to come, but if you wish European immigration it can easily be got if the Chinese
were not here.  If they were sure of work they would come. I wonld be in favour of
the Government bringing them in.

The Chinese: are increasing in the industry on the other side, but they have got a
whole lot of white people working with them in the canneries there. A white man can
earn more over there.

Hezekiah Stead, fisherman, of New Westminister, said: I have scen factories and
canneries run in the east suceessfully without either Chinese or Japanese. The presence
of Chinese tends to keep white settlers from coming in, and discourages those who are
in. A white working man who may have saved a little before he came here is scared to
invest anything in the country, and they go to a country where they have not competi-
tion such as the Chinese or Jipanese.

I think the canners have nothing to do with the help. The contractor is supposed
to supply all the help that is required. I think they hire one or two white persons, but
i7 they hired more they would lose the contract I suppose: They—would have to pay
lurger wages and would lose. I was inside the canneries in 1897. T think everyhody
could get work then inside the canneries that wanted to work. Not many fishermen
worked inside. T think they would get work then there. T know there is a clause in
the contract between Chinese contractor and the canner that the canner may put on
anybody he likes to work in the cannery at certain wages, if there is not sufficient labour
otherwise. I do not know of anyone doing it.

Speaking of canneries in the cast, 1 refer to lobster, salmon fishing and other
industries in Newfoundland. My sisters wor'ed ii: an oil fastory and a lobster factory
at 40 centsa day: -The white boys and girls did the work there much more satisfactorily
than the Chinese dohere. Justa few white people are employed around the cannerieshere
when they could not get Chinese to take the places. The capacity of a lobster cannery
in the east is from 500 to 3,000 cases in a season. I think the season is two months




<

ON CHINESE AND JAPANESE IMMIGRATION 167
SESSIONAL PAPER No. 64

for the lobster fishing. We have machinery in some factories, some are on a small scale.
They got white people there from the fishing villages and from the fishermen’s families.
There have been quito a nuwber of people come here from Newfoundland, and they ars
moving home again because of the Chinese and Japanese. They do not come to stay here
and compete. They think it is likely to be better there in the future, and they would
not build houses here and settle. :

I do not think the traps are going to hurt fishing at all on the river; the traps on
the American side, ] mean. It is my opinion that the fish will follow their own course
up the river, ard they will shun the traps; they will learn to shun the traps. It did
not take long for the fish in Newfoundland to keep clear of the traps near shore,

John C. Kendall, fisherman, of New Westminster, said: If the Chinese and”Jap-
anese continue to come in here I will either have toleave or to starve, The Mongolians
heve cut me out of everything as well as they have done in the fishing. During the
three years 1 have been here, I have only been able to secure work for four months
outside of the fishing. I cannot get work vutside ué the city.

I do not believe that canners cannot get white labour here. T have met white men
with tears in their eyes starving, and could not get work because of the Chinese and
Japanese here.

George Mackie, fisherman, of New Westminster, said : No more Chinese or Jap-
anese should be allowed here, because white immigration is more desirable.  Enough
white people have left here since I came to supply all the demands for labour, if the
Chiuete and Japanese had not been here. I knowa great many people in the cities who
would be glad to get employment that the Chinese and Japanese have to-day, more par-
ticularly the Chinese. There are enough white men and Indians in the province to do
all the fishing. In the old country at the herring curing establishments they do the
same work as the canneries here all with white labour. If no more Chinamen came in
the canners would turn round and employ white boys and girls, and in one season would
become as expert as any Chinaman. The Chinese only employ white boys and girlsat the
time of a big rush. The presence of the Mongolians not only prevents immigration of
white people, but it drives many people who are here ont of the country. Meu who
came from Scotland and Canada are returning to where they came from. A floating
population that used to come here only come now in small numbers. _

They employ Chinese in the canreries bocause it saves the management a great deal
of bother. There would not be much trouble to get white labour.

Rev. John Perry Bowell, clergyman of the Methodist Church, New Westminster,
said: T am personally acquainted with a large number of fishermen, who came to the
provinee with the expectation of finding profitable employment in the fisheries on the
Fraser, and the deep sca fisheries as well.  Those who came several years ago succeeded
to their own satisfaction. Several of them secured little blocks of land and built for
themselves homes ; but the greater portion of them “were not only fichermen, but were
skilled mechanics—carpenters and shipbuilders—and specially fitted to go into ship-
building. Since the influx of Chinese these same people are pretty severely tested.

Many of them had to go all over the province seeking employment, and a large number

had to leave the country. Nearly all of these were men with families. Were the
Chinese and Japanese not here, I am persuaded we would get a large number of people
from Newfoundland. I have a great many letters from there inquiring as to the con-
ditions here, but T would consider it a great crime on my part to advise any of these
people to come here. Were the conditions such as they ought to be in & British province,
large numbers of men from eastern points would easily be induced to take up little
holdings and settle here. Owing to the increased cost of ving of this coast the con-
dition of the labourer here is no better than the condition of the unskilled labourer in
the east, and the man out of employment in the east has not the great irritetion of
seeing the labour he could perform in the hands of foreigners. Tt has the effecv of prac-
tically stopping white people from coming here. T'he Chinamen who are here would be
sufficient for some time to come. On Vancouver Island especially I have observed that
the Chinese are inclined to do work that white men in this country at any rate do rnt
care to do. If our boys had work in the canneries during the fishing season they would

. YA, : ', Dustu e
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be x great help to their family. The canners only employ white people when there is a
rush.  The Chinese are employed every day, while the white people are employed some-
times for a few hours in a week. There would be no inconvenience to the cenneries if
no more Chinese came in.  In many places near settlements, the school vacations could
bo made to fit in with the cannery seasons. If fishermen had their families living in
the neighbourhood of the canneries, it would encourage settlement, and in the fishing
scason they would be readily available. Newfoundlanders have large families.

1 would not like to see hoys and girls under twelve years working in the canneries,
but I have known boys and girls to work until two o'clock in the morning for a week at
a stretch.  If there were no Japanese on the river 1 say there would be sufficient white
people to he got to work the canneries to their reasonable capacity—men, women and
girls.  There is destitution among the fishermen in Newfoundland, amongst, the fisher-
men when there is a short run ; there is not likely to be so much destitution here.
Expensive management has a good deal to do with the trouble. Labour does not get
its share. 1 would consider 10 per cent fair interest on money invested. In the case
of the canning industry a little more interest might be allowed ; { should say 25 per
cent.  Canners have to pay a larger price for fish now than they did before the invasion
of the orientals. - With fewer fishermen they would pay less, and yet the fishervien
would make money. The increase in the price of fish due to orientals was not a good
thing for the white people. Before the orientals came the fishermen made good wages.
L have scen no evidence of the industry here being crippled by traps on the American
side.  In Newfoundland about two-thirds of the populuiion, 295,000, T would say about
two-thirds would be depending on the fishing industry. T should say 100,000 were
actually engaged. Those people 1 spoke of from Newfuundland came here from ten to
twelve years ago.  Since I came here very little has been done in regard to deep sea
fishing. 1 believe the codfish here would give employment to a large number of people,
but men who understand vessels and deep sea fishing would have to engage in it.

I would call a fair remunecration in this country not less than 81.50 a day.
Encourngement should be given every way for men to marry, and *heir families growing
up in the country. 1 do not think the American methods of fishing are prudent, but
they are not so undesirable as the presence of Chinese and Japanese here. The use of
traps may he a factor, but not a very large one. The question to be considered is, will
cheap Chinese benefit the employer and injure the labourer? Being one-sided some
remedy should be employed. T think the fact that the Japanese is better qualified
to adapt himself to the conditions prevailing here makes him a greater menace than the
Chinamen, who are common to our own labouring people. I do not think there is
enough white labour at present to replace the Chinese in the inside work in the
canneries. A good deal of the distress which occurred in Newfoundiand was attributable
to the fishing having heen depleted. If not attended to very socn here the result may
be the same,  The vast majority of the fishermen here hav2 been wnmarried men and
that is not a very desirable condition of things in a new country. Fishermen who come
to this country usually have been seafaring men, or fishermen elsewhere. Their first
thought of course when here wae fishing, A great many have come and gone away, A
iarge proportion of the fishermen on the river are bona fide fishermen, but they cannot
under present circumstances rely on fishing for a living. .

M. J. Coulter, of New Westminster, said: 1 am vice-president of the Grand Lodge
of Fishermen’s Union of British Columbia. I am a fisherman, have heen four years on
the Fraser river. I also fished for eleven years on the Columbia river before coming
here. I am a British subject.

T'am opposed to the further immigration of Chinese and Japanese. They hurt the
interests of white labour. In the fishing industry they are nob individual bu’ contract
labour. The canneryman engages white men in ividually, but when he wants Chinese
or Japanese he goes to a Chinese or Japanese boss and says: how many men can you
supply me with, and he gets them at so much a head. . i

Patrick Cain, of New Westminster, fisherman, said: The Chinese ought to be
excluded as well as the Japanese. The Chinese do not fish ; they take care of the fish
after they are caught. White people could easily bs got to work in the canneries if
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there were no Chinese here.  If they could not get them in this country, they could get
them in some other country. The cannery people will take as many fish this year 1
suppose as the Chinese can take care of. I do not think it would harm the country if
every fisherman were required to provide labour to take care of the fish he caught him-
self.” Tt would be better if it were done in that way. I think they should be able to
compete with the Americans in the English markets. ’

Thomas Sheaves, fisherman, of New Westminister, said : The Chinese do notinter-
fere with my business of fishing, but if they were not here T could get the cutting of
cord wood out in winter and lots of other jobs. White people can do the Chinese work

in the canneries just as well. Tt would not do for white people to depend altogetheron -

the work that they would get inside the canneries, but there would be a great many
good white settlers if there were not Chinese or Japanese in the province. 1 want to
make a living in my own country and I want to have justice.

Alfred Totterman, fisherman, of Steveston, gaid : If the canneries would only
employ white labour and nothing else, they could get plenty of it. The Chinese labour
can be replaced by Indians and white women. I mysclf can supply three women to the
canneries. Canners seem to prefer Chinese. T have seen lots of Indians and white
women turned away right in Steveston over here. 1 know of many families who have
got three or four children that are able to work, and two-thirds of them are married and
have families.

The Chinese contracter contracts to put up all the fish for the season. Only the -

surplus labour is given to white people. I consider that women and boys are better
than Chinamen in the canneries. If there is any inducement for white people to come
here, there will be enough of them for all the work that is required in the canuneries. If
there were no Chinese or Japanese here there would be no difticulty in getting o sufficient
number of white and Indian fishermen, citizens of the country to do all the fishing, and
to secure all the canneries require. ‘That is my opinion founded on many years’ obser-
vation.

Capt. J. L. Anderson, of Vancouver, formerly a fisherman, said : Chinese take the
place of cheap white labour that might be employed in the canneries. All the labour
in the cannerics could be easily supplied by white labour from the east, say from
Montret1 and Quebee, and even from Newfoundland. The canneries secn to prefer the
Chinese and Japanese.

John Stewart Fraser, of New Westminster, said: The conditions existing now are
alarming. They alarm me, because T have still in this province three sons, and T am
very anxious for their future. When I see the central school up here dismissed at noon,
and see the large number of boys coming out there I stand and pause, and think what
they are going to do. Where are they going to get work? These are questions that
frighten me.  They cannot compete with Chinese and live respectably. Some provision
muet be mada for them, and if the Chinese and Japanese are allowed in this country,
these boys will be driven out of their own country and have to scek a living on the
other si(?

Automatic Can Fagctory T believe it was found that cans had been punctured, or at least

.one of the lacgest canneries where the Chinese and Japanese had been dismissed, and

they sent a steamer to Vancouver, and in a very short time they found boys and girls
enough to operate the Automatic Canning Company. Well, now, I cannot answer;
if it was the Automatic Canning Factory, they preferred to have white boys and giris.
You will understand the company manufactures all kinds of improved cans, and they
found their cans were being tampered with. T was in Steveston at the time and saw
the steamer there landing the boys and girls, o fine looking lot of younyg people, all
willing to work. I think that disposes of the argument that boys are not willing to
work. If you go down street in the morning you will find boys going to the different
factories and asking for employment. No, sir, they are not all able to find employment
because of the presence of the Chinese and Japanese.

That is true that nearly all the industries are requiring men in summer and there
is not so much work in the winter, Men are employed in th canneries for a short
time in the summer, and are out of employment there in the winter.

e, Itis not so that those boys do not wish- to get employment. At the ~ =
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Alexander Cumyou, a Chinamen born in Canada, residing in Vancouver, said :
The wages for Chinese and Japanese are higher on the American side than here, from 25
to 50 per cent. I do not know about the Japanese, but about the Chinese I do.

I visit the lower parts of the lower mainland in the capacity of an interpreter in
connection with the provincial revenue tex. '

John Ibhottson, fisherman, of Vancouver, said: My family wish to go to work in
the canneries. They were told they could make from $1 to 81.60 a day. My wife and
three children were there for 96 days. They earned for 96 days 74 for the four of
them. One was thirteen years old, another seventeen, another twenty-two. My wife is
about sixty-three. The youngest was a boy, the other two were girls. They were
working by the day or by the hour. They were to get from ten to twelve and a-half
cents an hour, and what I am trying to tell the Commissioners is that they gave them so
little work that in 96 days they only earned 874, They were just held as a reserve,
When I was complaining they said there would be more fish by and by, but when the
fish did commence to run more Chinese were sent for to town ~The white people only
got work when there was more than the Chinese could do. They had not been out
working in the canneries before.

My notion is that to limit the licenses and give them only to people who are real
settlers. I would give the license to the heads of familics in preference, and that would
to a great extent keep the Japanese out. T was employed at a cannery last year as
assistant net man.  All 1 got was 340 a month. A first-class net man is worth, I think,
about 8100 a month.

Robert T. Burtwell, Dominion Fishery Guardian, Yancouver, was asked :

Q. Do you know of any cases where Chinese were forced to go hack when they
had left 1—-A. Yes. T was working at the English Ray Cannery three seasons ago.
Ning Soong and King Foong were the contractors for putting up the salmon. The
season was u very poor one. The men employed by the coniractors were indebted to
the contractors.  Some of them had left the employ of the cannery, aud had started o
little place or camp adjoining the cannery, to do something for thenwelves. The
manager of the canuery came to me and said: ¢ Mr. Burtwell, I do not know what we
will do with these Chinese ; they want to sneak away to town ; they are indebted to
Sing Soong and King Fooug ; T want to stop them from going ; can you hit on some
scheme to stop them and get us out of the hole?”  After a little while he said: ¢« You
can go as if you are a policeman and get them to return.’ T said: *T am not a constable
and have no authority to act as an officer of the law ; 1 do not wish to get myself in
troubly, bue I wiil try to run a bluff on them.” I went to a trunk of my own, found a
docunent with seals on it ; I put that in my pocket ; T went to the cannery and saw
Sing voong and King Foong and Mr, Crane; they told me the Chinese wanted to go to
town ; they were indebted to the contractor. 1 said: ‘ You fellows want to breal: your
contract.” They said: ‘No, but the Chinamen that left want to” I went to the
contractor that left and asked them why they wanted to break their contract ; they -
said they did not want to break their contract, Sing Scong says we owe him money,
but we do not ; he treated us very mean because we were not catching much fish ; he
gives us only one meal a day and a little rice ; we want to go to Vancouver and get
work there.  They told me they were hungry. I told them they had better stay on the
contract.” I succeeded in getting the Chinamen back and kept them there until they
finished up the contract. I was paid for my services. The Chinese explained to mo
that Sing Soong made certain advances to them, and as the season was bad he was losing
money, and he charged them too much for their food. So they should not iucur any
more indebetedness, he limited the amount of food they should get to one meal a day. If
he had furnished them with three meals a day, as he had contracted to do, it would have
increased the indebtedness. T know the practicel part of it myself ; I knew for a fact
they had only one meal a day. I went to Sing Soong and insisted on him giving them
more food. It was practically nothing more or less than a system of slavery. Brudy e

I was not a British subject nor fishery guardian at this time. . In n sense I was »
British subject ; 1 was born in the United States, taken as a baby to the old country ;
resiced there till T was fourteen yeers of age, and then came to Canada; but as I was
born in the States that made me an American citizen,
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Q. 1 suppose your suggestion is, the Chincse employed there  re not freet—A.
They thought they were, but the boss put up & job on them, comp: . them to remain
there to du their work.

Q. You helped that-—A. Yes.

Q. You say they. had only one meal a day ; how long did that continuel—A.—For
two weeks prior to my leaving the cannery.

Q. And you helped to keep them at the cannery i—A. Yes;and they used to get
the tail pieces of the fish from the cannery.

Q. They were living on one meal a day and you helped to keep them theret—A.
Yes.

Q. What did you do with the parchment paper or deed 1—A. 1 pretended it wasan
official paper.

Q. And you terrorized these Chinese and kept them there I—A 1 did not terrorize
them, out when they saw a paper with me with a seal on it they thought they had tore-
turn to work. ‘

AMERICAN EVIDENCE.

Everell B. Deming, manager Pacific American Fishing Co., Fairhaven, Wash,,
stated : This cannery was established in 1899, We employ Chinese. Inthe working
season we employ 2,600 hands, (inside the canneries 1,000) and of these about 300 are
Chinese, and a few Japanese. 'The Chinese do all tlie canning except the filling under
contract through boss Chinese. The filling is done by whites entirely, boys, girls and
women. The proportion * Chinese labour employed by us is about one-fifth.  This com.
pany has always employed them. They come tvom Portland and return at close of
season. Chinese average about 845 a month and board for a season of six months.
All the canneries on the Sound employ Chinese for the same purposed and limited to the
work mentioned.  We catch our fish in traps, and work is dons by whites. In a rush
season we emnploy Japanese.  Japanese are unsatisfactory. We would not think of em-!
ploying them as Chinese are. I prefer white labour at higher price to Japanese. Can
get about as much work out, of Japancse: as out of whites. White labour is paid from
20 to 25 cents per hour. It is all hurry up work, no regular hours, Chinese are em-
ployed because they are skilled, and will do work white men won't do; for instance,
soldering cans, a very tedious job. Chinese don't strike ; you can always count on them.
I would pay them more than white men for same work. Chinese are not cheap labour-
ers. 1 like Chinese because they stay right with their work and do it right. We get
a great many of the same Chinese every year. A good contractor keeps the same gang
right along.~ We have this year all the Dest Chinese we had last year. Japanese are
veryquarrelsome.  They get diunk. They don't mix with the Chinese or whites. Won't
be in the same house with Chinese. 'Would not care to run a cannery without Chinese.

Our output last year was 150,000 cases ; total capacity from 300 to 400,000 cases.
The regular day’s work lasts twelve hours, but for short periods, men work as long wa
fourteen hours. . We did not make our own cans this year; bought them from can
factorics. When a cannery is running full capacity would have from 1,000 to 1,200
hands inside during the run of fish.

We are putting in two filling machines this year. Never packed with fillers before.
Our market is in the United States. Have not shipped to England. ‘ .

We had & fairly good run in 1899 ; put up 219,000 cases, -f which 130,000 cases
wero sockeyes,

Capacity of our traps about 6,300 fish per diem. We make a contract with a
Chinese boss for so much per case. Under that contract he furnishes us so many
okilled Chinese; we furnish the rest and charge their wages up against the
boss Chinaman's contract. We get some fish from gill nets and seines. Wo could not
depend upon that source. Average price for gill net and seine fish, sockeyes 20 cents;
year before last was 17 cents, and probably the fisherman got the worst of it. Trap
fish brought 17 to 17} cents. There was no contract last year between canners and
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fishermen. 'We paid market price from day to day. Canners here to some oxtent supply
fishermen with gear, probably half and half. _

This year a big ruh is expected and the contract price for fish is 15 cents. If we
had to depend upon gill nets the plant would be closed up. Large number of men are
employed in conneetion with traps, getting out piles and steamboating. We have twelve
steamers and we use 12,000 piles each year. We pay trap fishermen by the month. Net
men work on shares. Trap fish are as a rule cheaper than net fish. Last year the trap
fish were higher. Couldn’t get enough fish on Puget Sound with nets and “seincs only.
Conditions are different to the Fraser River. With traps we can store fish for two or
three days and this helps to give cannery hands steady work. With gill men only we
have to have five times as many steamers for towing around, &c. Under the trap system
less fish are destroyed than by gills and seines. We don’t dump any fish from the traps

“~if choked up, but let themgo. There are sixteen canneries on the Puget Sound. Total
capacity in 1899 was 885,000 cases.  Just as many canneries then as new. Capacities
have been increased and with a good ran 1,000,000 could be put vp. The number of
Chinamen employed by us is about the average in proportion to capacity. The Alaska
Co. have a smaller proportion because they fill entircly with machines. Chinamen's
earnings represent one-fifth of the cost of the pack. Our fishermien we employ in the
net field.  Work commenced February 1, so they got steady work until st of
following January, for they have to bring in and repair nets after close of season. They
average 350 per month. The Report of the United States Fishery Commissioner, Mr.
Wilcox, has very complete statistics, and covers Alaska ns well as Puget Sound. The
State Commissioner’s report is not so full. There is great antipathy to Japanese here.
Until this plant was put in the anti-Chinese feeling was very strong. As this plant
could not be operated without Chinese the feeling is not now ro strong. The feeling
remains very strong against the Japanese. It is realized now that Chinese are not cheap
labour ; they are skilled and don’t have to work for little money.

Last year we imported 300 tons of coal from British Columbia, and had hard work
to get anyone to unload it, though we offered 50 cents an Lour. One or two white men
came down but refused on the ground that the work was too dirty. Finally we secured
Chinese at 40 cents an hour. - When they learned that 50 cents had been offered for the
Job, they struck for a higher rate. I don’t know if many Chinese came in from British
Columbia ; suppose some do. OQur men are nearly all old men ; don’t see any young men
now ; youngesi between 35 and 40 years old. We find a difficulty in getting white boys
and girls. We have had trouble to get white men, but not this year. Thero are plenty
of men now, but they are of a class that will not work steadily. ~ Tt is almost impossible
to get a girl servant either in Fairhaven or Whatcom. 1f whices had been trained, could
have done ns good work in the canneries as the Chinese. The whites employed around
canneries are not steady and cannot be relied on. Will strike when they have you .
where the hair is short. They would take us at a disadvantage when the fish were
running fast. We could not deal with mechanies through their organizations. You
can make a contract, but they wont live up to it. Can’t make contracts with them as
an organization, hecause you can’t make them binding.

The cannery business, as far as this country is concerned, has been a money maker,
on paper, but it has all gone into betterment. The same thing applies to nearly every
other industry on the Sound. Business has been profitable, but all the money made
has gone back into plant. The cost of fish in traps depends entirely upon the run.
Last year trap fish averaged 75 cents a piece. Asa rule the traps belong to the cannery
companies ; that is, they are controlled by the companies. The laws of the state permit
a man to own three traps.

The main difticulty of having to depend on whites entirely is the fear of their de-
manding exorbitant wages just when the run is on. There is no question of being able
to get just as skilled whites as Chinese, if the whites would take up the work. Thereis
no difference in having work done here and in Chicago. I have been handling canned
goods for twenty years. I have concerns in the east. What is saving them there will
ultimately save us here—machinery. For instance, in canning corn, boys and girls do
all the labour necessary. 'We are getting some machines here which will make us inde-
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pendent of any particular class of labour. None of the eastern canning industries
fluctuate ns the salmon fishing industry does. If there had been no Chinvse the salmon
“canning business would not have been conducted on 8o big a scale. With big plants
like this we must run to fullest capacity to earn interest. Our pay-roll to-lay averages
about $15,000 per month, and we are not earning anything, just getting veady, and the
_game thing after the season of about sixty days. We don’t give a rap for the fall
salmon. We must nake our money out of the sockeyes.. The average cost of putting
in a trap is $5,000. T

Mr. Deming su\meﬂl:nﬂy stated to the Commissioners, whilst showing them over
the cannery, that the la lling wachine would save the labour of twenty men ; the box-
nailing machine saved 81,000 on 200,000 boxes, and that the boxes werc now mude up
at n cost of ten cents apiece.

L. F. Fortman, president of the Alaska Packers’ Association, San Francisco, gaid ¢
The total output of Alaska last year was 1,534,745 cases, of which between 750,000 and
800,000 were exported. Great Britain took about 600,000 of them.

It would be impossible to run the Alaska fisheries without Mongolian labour.
About 5,000 Asiatics are engaged in the fisheries of Alaska, 500 of whom are Japanese.
We get them from San Francisco and Seattle. Ten to fiftcen per cent of labour inside
the canneries is white. We employed 1,581 white men fishing last year for Alaska can-
neries. \We had 1,086 Indians and 2,162 Chinese. Traps, gill-nets and seines do most
of the fishing. Japancse are not employed as fishermen. Fishermen are hired for the
seasen.  We pay them so much per fish. They work at loading and discharging vessels
as well, and in six or seven months they often make 2400. Transportation and board
up and down are free. We catch about 85 per cent of our fish by gill nets and seines
in Alaska. We use all the canning machinery we can get, and control some patents
that other canners cannot use. We could not run our canneries at present without
Chinese, although we use every labour-saving device at our work. British Columbia is
our chief competitor. They have a fine class of goods and are well established in the
trade. Chinese are the ckilled labourers of the cauneries. They understand it, and lay
out to do their work well. We have no trouble with Chinese contractors. If a China-
man gets sick there is another to take his place. 1t is not the same with white wen.
The gang is only as strong A% the weakest link. With whites, if one man quits, the
whole cannery is at & standstill.

We send to England and the British Colonies about 75 per cent of cur Puget
Sound pack. We always did so. .

The first cannery opecated on the Sound was in 1891. In 1893 a sccond cannery
was built by another Fraset River canner. In 1894 another cannery was bult. Nonc
were erected in 1895, Fouiteen were built in 1896 and 1297, and tvo since then. The

. capacity of the Sound cantiries is about 40,000 cases per day, and they could put up
50,000, For sockeyes salmon traps are used nearly altogether. There are a fow gill
nets and seines used. I never saw Japanese fish on Puget Sound. A man must be an
American citizen, and a continuous resident of the States for one year before he can get
a fishing license. Wo have now a reasonable supply, but not an over-supply, of Chinese.
Japanese would not be employed if we had sufficient Chinese. So far they are engazed
by the Chinese. We pay Chinese as much for labour now as wé did before we instailed
labour-saving machinery, s0 that the profits on machinery aro distributed o .-ngat the
Chinese. We guarantee the Chinese contractor so many cases for the season. We
guarantee him about 8160 per man for the season. They get ~hat amount absolutely.
We furnish them with transportation, They board themseives. Wages on Fraser
River and Puget Sound are practically thesame. Tt is a longer season on the Sound.

Profits on fish sold in England are about the same as in the home marke!. The
marke is not unlimited, it is fixed. We have a better market than British Columbia.
We have the whole United States. After shipping to England we have the home mar-
ket to fall back on. The English market for us is the more important of the two end
more profitable, principally on account of the large quantities purchased at once.

Chiness do not tend to keep wages of white men down. They obtain all they can
get. I would gavour restriction of Chinese ; I would not have unlimited immigration.
Your present law is all right, that is a tax of $100 on each Chinaman.

Fe—114 - SR




164 REPORT 0p n0YAl CoONNISSION

, and the balance, 2,500 or 3,000,
ave increased since the Exclusion Act, T is hard to get 20 men now where I used to
get 400, though I pay balf more now. T many Chiness here now
as ten years ago. Some 80 to China, some ;. old men, some die, &c. There *used to
be thirty eanneries on the Columbin River, now there are only five orsix, -
- Cold storage has done away witha great dealof canning " therefore not go many
Chinese are wanted on the know of any Chinese who have
come over here from Canada. fmploy a)l who come and
are willing to wirk,  The men who solder get 8300 for the season, ihe butchers about
2320, and otlier labour is about 2280 and board for the season ; for mending cang the
Pay is less. nhout 8950 for the season, J paid $25,000 advances last year, which
cannery owners guarantoed, The Alaska packers advance 45,000 for so many men,
I take the contract to supply the men, T pay Japanese 2] g day in the cannery. There
are a good many Japanese in Seattls, They can be got cheap ; I have got 120 going
into the cannery this year at hajf price.  I'figure that 75 men are required for 1,020
cases per day. In the season I employ all the white men 1 can get at 15 cents per hou ;
boys and girls get 10 cents an hour, Stout men get 20 ¢ The Chinese
never strike, We supply the company with 400 men t The filling
machines save five men per thousand cases. . Men will be scarce in Alaska. T wanted

Wages .

100 and only got, 30.
Walter Honeyman, of Portland

S§ 18 mainly in fishery
supplies. The nvmber of Chinese are iessening on the Columbia River oS, owing to
the number of canneries being lessened. There i3 not ong half the number of Chinese
employed that there were five or ten years ago. ‘the output hag been reduced ; the
cause, want of protection to the fish. 1 do not think there are over 500 or 600 of them
engaged on the Columbig, We have no Chinese left in town here now, and they g
s¥arming in town in the winter,

1ave seen only once or twice jn twe
in the canneries to handle the bluebacks,
ears ago.  Now a great many
They do not ship bluebacks o

nty years that there was not sufficient loboyr

There were thirty canneries here twenty
of the large salmon are ehipped by the cold storage men,
anything less than 25 pounds.” We can jind & good
market at our own doors for all the salmoy we can catch,

We have tc refuse o great many orders for nets when it comes to this time of the
year.  We cannot got Chinese now.  Hand-made nets are made. here, The muchines
for making nets scen; to be controlled by the manufacturers, o machine-made ety
are made here. The hylk of them, I should say three-fourthy used outside of the
Columbia River, are 1

nachine-made noty, They fish here with seines, traps and wheels,
not many gill nets. N weekly close season,

SUMMARY.

The canning precess js Iy in the hands of “he Chi
contract for the ‘work with g Chi i

5 4 Who s usually Lacked by a firm of Chiy
merchants, The eontractor j i

necessary to operte th..
cannery to its full capacity at the height, of the season.  Failing to do this the co..tract
» ually provides that the ¥ ners may emvloy whom they plesss to perform the work,
and charge this labour to the account of the contractor, ~ With the ~xception of white
foremen, engineevs, and a few skilled mén oceupyi i positions, the contract
covers ail the work of the CARNCLY i preparing the fish as they

boat to the finished case of labelled tipg ready for the market. The contr.
heavy run engages all the Tndian wop

available.
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that 56 per cent represented the amount left for distribution in the province, exclusive
of imported materials and Chincse labour.

Without an exceptio.1 the, canners stated that the industry at the present time and
under existing conditions could not ba carricd on successfully without the aid of
Chinese ; that the Chinese are experts and are fully adapted for this work. All the
available laboursaving machinery known to the trade is in general use by the canners.
and has reduced the Chinese lubour by more than one half, but they state that its intro-
duction ha.s not lessencd the cost per case for Chinese labour.  The Chinese are reliable
and industrious, and are willing to work long hours when the fish are in supply. They
live in houses in connection with the canneries, unsuitable for whites, aud live cheaply.

By reference to Exhibit 52 ante, it will be scen that although a large number of
Chinamen may be engaged in the cannery during the busy season,—that is July and
August, and less than one-third that number for April, May, June and September, and
although their wages are comparatively high, for the time they do work, yet they do not
work more than half the time ; and measuring their employment in years, their total
number would be represented by comparatively fow. For instance at one cannery in
1897 wheve from 45 to 159 Chinese were employed from April to September, their total
time only equals the employment of 32 men for one year, and their earnings per day of
ten hours is #1.48, or equal to 838.54 per month of 26 days. In 1898 where from g to
116 men were emploped, it only equalled 14 men for o year, at #1.44 per day or 837.58
per wonth. In 1899 where from 4 to 146 men were emploped, their time equalied 14
men for n vear at $1.51 per day or 239.39 per month. In 1900 where from 12 men to
85 were cmployed, it equalled about 9 men for a year, at 21.54 por day or $40.15 per
month.

In the same cannery during those four years from 19 to 21 white men were em-
ployed at an average of #78.35 a month, and at an average of over five months each
year. Board herein is included at $12 per month. Their wages run from £40 to $100
per month.  For these years the Chinese labour varied from 32 to 66 cents, average 48
cents per case.  White men’s labour varied from 21} to £1.32}, averaging 68 cents per
case, exclusive of wages on steamers, which varies from 6} to 41 cents and averaged 214
cents a case.

The contract price with contractors is practically the same in the different districts
of British Columbia, and in American territory, excepting in Puget iSound, where. it is
stated by one Canadian canner, that owing to the length of the scason the cost is about
90 per cent less. A Chinese contractor at Victoria puts it at b cents a case less on the
American side. A contractor at Portland stated that since the Exclusion Act wages of
Chinese have increa~ed.

The Alaska cannerics are supplied partly with native and white labour, and with
Chinese sent there from San Francisco and Portland.  On Puget Sound the Chinese are
obtained chiefly from Portland. They have also American Indians, and a large number
of whites are employed there in filling cans. Two-thirds of the Puget Saund canneries
ave located in or near by towns or villages, from which they can draw a good supply of
white labour. . :

The norther. canneries of British Columbia obtain a larger amount of Indian
Jahonr. Their supply of Chinese is principally. from Victoria. There is said to be very
Jitt)- Jand fit for agricultural development along the streams where the canneries there
are wocated. )

it is evident, therefore, that the supply of labour must continue for &ome time to
migrata therce. ’ )

In the Fraser River district one cannery is situated about two miles frcm Vancouver
city, six are within the city of Now Westminster, three are situated within two and &
haif or three miles below and across the river from New Westminstet. The remaining
thirly-eight canneries are scattered along the river banks at a distance of from seven to
twelve miles from these cities. Steveston is a village almost wholly made up of ;‘»eopI.e
directly engaged in fiching and canning, and is.practically deserted when the fishing is-
over. A large number of canneries aro there, and it is vegarded as a fishing centre. A
fizs agricultural country is in the neighbourhood of many of those thirty-eight canneries,
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but it is generally held in large holdings. The hervesting season is on invariably at the
time when the rush of salmou is expected, and. this makes a demand for labour that
might otherwise be available for the canneries. N '

1t is evident, therefore, that with the exeeption of those canneries located near or
within the towns, the labour required must migrate to them, and if white people were
cmployed instead of the Chinese this would necessitate the provision of suitable accom-
modation atcon ,iderable expense on the part of canneries.

It was alco represented that the premises wouid be only occupied for a short time,
and not fully, except in heavy runs,

On the one hand it was suggested that the gradual displacement of Chinese labour
by white labour might increase the cost of production.  On the other hand, this contep-
tion was met by the proposal that the number of fishing licenses be reduced, so that
those engaged in fishing, by reason of larger individual catrhes, might be able té sell
their fish for less, and thus relieve the canner of the possible increased cost entailed by
the employment of white labour in the cannery,

The numbx  of hands required in the canneries,—-at least five thousand—the loca-
tion of the canneries, the uncertainty of the rua and therefore of the length of time
employment can be given, and the fact tha: the Chinese alone are trained in the canning
process, present conditions which prechude any sudden change from Chinese to exelu-
sively white labour.

From the foregoing it will be seen that :—

I. The Chinese by reason of their presence have been utilized and become experts
in the cannery business. Their employment simplifies and to a certain extent makes
casy the work of the employer so far as the employment of labour is concerned. The
work is done by contract through a boss Chinaman at so much a case. The responsi-
bility for labour then rests with him. Tle exnploys Chinese chiefly. TIndian women are
largely employed for cleaning the fishy, and white men and boys are emplayed when the
work ecannot be overtaken by the regular gang.

Japanese also of late are employed in the canneries to some extent.

I1. Until recently cans wer: made almost exclusively by Chinese labour, nnﬁ,
although an automatic can factory run exclusively by white labour has been established
at New Westminster with a capasity to meet the requirements of the entire trade on
the Fraser River, and at a price as cheap if not cheaper than those made by the Chinese,
vet the Chinese are still employed to a considerable extent in making cans, for the
reason that this gives them a longer employment, and the employer is then assured of
having them ready when the fishing season opens. ) :

1II. The introduction of machinery and its improvement from time to time has
greatly lessened the number of Chinese required.

IV. There is a sufficient number of Chinese in the Province now to meet present
requirements and supply the demand for years to come, although ip an emergency ocea-
sioned by an unusually heavy run difficulty is sometimes found in getting an immediate
supply.

P V. Opinion is divided among the cannerymen as to the expediency of prohibiting
further immigration. Two were in favour of no restriction whatever and thought that
something in the nature of coolie labour, or at all events cheap labour, necessary. One
declined to express an opinion, and one thought the present restriction sufficient. Two
favaured further restriction and one exclusion, and all agreed that the Chinese labourer
1 not make a desirable citizen and ought not to have the franchise,

V1. Chinese labour being always available, easily handled and eflicient and cheap,
is perferred to other which is less expert from want of practice, and not so cheap.

VII. Cheap labour and the large profits formerly made, induced so many to en-
gage in the business that it is now as all admit crowded if not overdone, which, together
with competition from tne Sound, but principally from Alaska, has cut down the price
and reduced. the profits. ‘

VIII Owing to the number of Japanese engaged in fishing there has been over
crowding on the Fraser, with the result that both the canneries and fishermen have suf-
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fered, the individual catch being less and the price per fish to the canners increased, and
their profits thereby diminished.

IX. Had thero been no Chinese in the country it is probable that the whites and
Irdians would have been trained to the business, and would have furnished a sufficient
supply, but the alrost exclusive employment of Chinese through their boss contractor,
who naturally employs his own countrymen wher available, has practizally shut the
door against whites and Indians and preveuted them from learning the bysiness.

The exclusion of further Chinese is not likely to s 'riously affect, thie industry, for:

(a.) There are sufficient Chinese already in the province to meet the demand for

years to come, having regard to che views generally expressed by witnesses as toa

maximum development having been reached, an’ the possible depletior. of supply and
the number of Chinese now in the province.

(b.) The change will be so gradual as to b all but imperceptible, ard may be met
by the employment of whites and Tndians.

(c.) On the Sound where the Exclusion Act has been in force for many years and
the number of Chinese has decreased in the last decad, st has not retarded the develop-
ment of this industry, but on the contzary iv has received its chief expansios during
this period, many millions have been invested therein within the last three or four years,
and this although Chinese arc employed both on the Scand and i Aluska, as they are
in British Columbia.

There is nothing disclosed in the evidence as it pffects this intustry which renders
it inexpedient, if otherwise desirable, to exclude the further immigration of Chinese into
the Dominion.

CHAPTER XVIL—DOMESTIC SERVANTS.-

White domestic servants are very hard to obtain in British Columbia, and the
Chinese largely fill these positions. In Victoria there are employed ag cooks and do-
mestic servants, B30 ; in Vancouver, 262 in New Westminster, 65, and in Nanaimo,
42. They are also employed almost exclusively in the lumber camps, on steamboats,
and in the various towns and viilages, and to a cectain extent on the farm as couks.
For instance, in Kamloops there are 30 employed and in Rossland 120. In short, they
ate employed to & greater or lesser extent as cooks and domestics throughout the
province, except in the towns of Phanix and Sandon, wheve they are not employed and
not, permitted to come.

The wages range from 310 to 330 per month in private families, and from 226 to
345, and in some cases even higher, in hotels. ’

Their efficiency it is said largely depends upon their instruction when first engaged.
Tt is difficult to get them to change or adopt new ways. Their service differs from chav of
the ordinery white servant girl in this: that in addition to doing all kinds of houscwork

_ they frequently cut the wood, look after the garden, and do general choring -abeat the -

place, such as is generclly done by a man servant, and this feature of their cxrvice
accounts for the fact of their employment in many cases. :

The wages given above have application where they have received a cerlam mnnuat
of instruction. On their first arrival many work for even less,

While, as aiong whites, there are good, bad and indifferent, yet the weight of evi-
denco indicates that they give geneial satisfaction, and many of them are exceptionally
good servants. We think . may be said that the larger number are found to I honest,
obadient, diligent and sober. The care of children, however, is seldom entrusted to them.

Probably the strongest certificate of character they received was from Major Dupont,
«f Victoria, who said : I find them most faithful and most obedient. They are just as
zealous to serve us and make us comfortable as on the first day I employed them. It
is most unwarrantable to say they are not considerate and respectful to white women.
I find them quite cleanly. There is lots to be said about his unsanitary condition in
his own quarters. Chinese quarters with me ave as tidy as bachelors’. "I don't think
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they crowd out white girls. Any white girl can get a situation at from 815 to 820 a
month. I never lock a door in my house. I never knew a Chinaman who took m
wines or liquours. T have been gone eighteen months at a time, and I would be most
ungrateful if I did not bear testimony to their honesty, real and capacity as servants.
I have had one for 24 years and one for ten years.

Samuel M. Robins, general manager of the New Vancouver Coal Company,
Nanaimo, said : I never employ Chinese as domestic servants. I have heard thero is &
difficulty to get white girls, but I have not experienced any. There is difficulty
by certain persons and no ditliculty whatever by others. It is a diticulty " with the’
mistresses. I think the employment of Chinese as domestics more injurious than their
employment. in any other calling.

Clive Phillipps-Wolley, of Victoria, who lived in China for many years, says: Yoy
annot get the same deference from a Chinese servant to a white woman that a white
servant will give, but a Chinese is alwayx deferential to smen.

Q. You know from observation of cases where the ladies of the house would not
part with a Chinese on any account 1—A. I believe there are coses of the kind.

Q. They bear a character for honesty 1--A. T do not know of them bearing that
character. 1 know of a Chinese servant who was in one employment for many years,
and was trusted by his emplovers, and was found to have been a persistent thief during
all the years he was in the <eevice.  He was so clever a thief it was hard to discover.
He could cover up his tracks better by far than any white man I ever heard of, or read
of.  You want me to say whether Chinese rema 1t a long time in one employment ; the
Chinese I know of the longest in one employment was one of tie biggest thieves 1
have ever known or heard of in my life. ’

George Allen Kirk, Manufacturer, of Victoria, who came to the Province in 1885,
said :

Q. Would it be possible if there were no Chinese cooks here to get cooking ‘one in
the private houses of the city I—A. Certainly not at present. .

Q. Is the Chinese a good or bad servant I—A. I think he is a good servant. 1
have found if you give them decent rooms to sleep in they are cleanly. If I could get
white people as god T would take them.

Daniel McFadyen, of Vancouver, contractor and carpenter, said :  In connection
with househol | help, we kept a lodging house in this town and we kept Chinese help
from time to time.  In regard to their being a desirable help, they are not. They must
be taught first, and then they get so independent they will not do the work. I found them
unsatisfactory. We gave from 25 to $10 a month. Then they want more and try to
run things. I have seen some good servants.  Servant girls are rather scarce, but I think
more could be employed than at present. I say if servant girls had been encouraged to
come to the country thefe would i+ n great many more of them than there are. A $10
Chinaman is not equal to a white girl. There are girls who would come from Nova
Scotia. I am from there. :

Tim Kee, Chinese Tailor and employment agent, of Victoria, said :

Q. Do you think white people could get along here in business without the Chinese ;
how would white men get along without any Chisiese in Victoria 1—A. They vould
get along all right.

Q. How would they cook ?—A. They would get other cooks, white cooks. Suppose
there were no Chinese here, white people would do all the cooking and washing.

Lee Cheeog, “'hinese merchant, president of the Chinese Board of Trade of Victoria,
says :

? Q. Do you think we would have no servants at ati if there were no Chirese immi-
gration I—A. Certainly. If you had no Chinse here you would have white servants.

Q. How do our people in eastern Canada. in Manitoba and other places, get along

~ where there are no Chinese #—A. Your people would have servants to look after the

houses. Some few years ago our people were not here and you had servants then and
you could have the sume now.

John W. Taylor, barrister-at-law, of Victoria, accounts for the difticulty of getting
cooks by the presence of Chinese.

5 e Rtk N A Lot o
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Henry Croft, of Victoris, engaged in the lumber and mining industries, said :
Q. Have you had any experience with Chinese as cooks 1—A. 1 have had them in
the house.

Q. Are they good or poor cooks 1—A. It depends on their training. Some of them
I know are very bad cooks. I have had three Chinese cooks in one day and disdharged
the whole of them.

. Q. Have you had othier Chinese cooks that were more satisfactory 1—A, Yes, some
stayed a little while. I would sooner have a white cook ina house myself because I
have been used to a white cook.

Q. Can you get womenin this country for domestie service 7—A. You can get them
but they are not at all plentiful. ‘ ’ )

Q. Then you have to pay them a very high waget—A. Oh, not at all.  You pey
them & reasonable wageand i white girl wil! stay with you for a long time and give you
110 trouble. It is hard to get a good white servant at certain times.

Edward Musgrave of Cowichan, Vancouver Island, said: ¥ don't see where the
supply of domestic servants is to come from except the Chinese. T have never found a
servant equal to the Chinese. They will do as much as three English serants.

Dr. O. Meredith Jones, of Victoria, says: 1 have heard it said peuple could not get
on without Chinese domesties. I suppose people would he put to « little inconvenience
at fint.  In the course of time you could get the same comfort from white servants as
Chinese give. It would be dithcult at first.  There has heen no organized effort of get-
ting white giels. [ think if there was an organized effort to bring girls out there would
be very little difliculty, for they could be got from castern Canada. T should say
England would be the best place. There are lots of women willing to go into domestic
service. 'The girls here ave not inclined to go into service. ‘They prefer other positions
for half the wages. They could get employment if they wished.

The majority of white girls nere are employed as nurse maids, and people have
ditliculty in getting girls as nurse maids.  People won't have Chinese attend to children.
Where they have no nuvse maids the Chinamen docs the housework and tie lady of the
house looks after the children.

Q. Is that conducive at all to home life I—A. No, I think not, but the fault in
many cases lies with the employers.  If they were to take the same interest in white
girls as they do in the Chinese, and put the givls through a course of training in cook-
ing, matters would be improved greatly, or girls could go to some cooking school, and it
would be a very good thing for them if they did know how to cook. If they were good
cooks it would tend to make a good many homes happier. '

A good cook is very much sought after. They don't like to go into any kind of
work the Chinese do. They think it degrading.

The Rev. Elliot 8. Rowe, Methodist Minister of Victoria, said: The problem of
domestic service is not confined to this province, but the presence of the Chinese may
aggravate the conditions here; I think better wages arc paid here for domestic service
than in places with which I am familiar; but those people who have Chinocse servants
have various opinions as to their work and desirability.. 1 cannot say whether the
majority of opinion is that they are very Jesirable as domestic servants. T have had no
experience in that line here ; but the domestic servant problem will exist as long as
the conditions affecting domestic labour are retained. I heard two medical gentleraen
discussing the question this afternoon, and the views they expressed wero entirely in
accord with my own views. There was a time when medical nursing was looked upon as
menial ; but schools were established in connection with our various hospitals for the
training of nurses, aud now the ranksof the medical nursing are filled with the finest of
our young women. The question of work done in the kitchen and of work done in a
hospital has a more intimate connection than many would suppose ; it is just as honour-
able to keep a man out of the doctor’s hands by cooking food properly, 8¢ it is to care
for him after he has got sick. Probably there would be less trouble in domestic service
if such methods were adopted in domestic economy as have been adopted in the study of
medical nursing. It would be well if there iwere established some institutions, as I
believe have been established in some parts of the United States, where degrees or
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certificates of efficiency would be granted to students, when the degrees of mistress of
domestic science will be looked upon with as much pride as a degree from our schools
where sick nurses are trained. Then girls will readily enter into domestic servico in
place of looking after situations jn shops and offices ; there will be institutions established
for imstruction in cookery and other domestic work, and the degree of mistress of
domestic science will be as much prized as that certifving to efliciency in sick nursing.
To my view that will Le the solution of the domestie” cervice question ; then the rush
for pusitions in shops and oftices will b less than it is now, and the¢ home and home life
will be vastly improved. The presence of the Chinese domestic creates dificulty. M
experience in reference to getting employment here for people anxious and willing to
work is very different from other places I have Leen in. 1 have not been called upon to
seck employment for a girl here. " T used to conduct a small employment bureau in some
of the places I wasin.  Under the Utopian conditions 1 have suggested I think work
could be obtained in the near future, but I think it might be difficult to obtain employ-
ment now,

Alexander G. McCandless, of Victoria, elothier, said : In regard to domestic ser-
vants, 1 think we can get along first rate even if there wasn't a single Chinaman in the
country. It is a mere fact of the Chinese being here that prevents white girls wanting
to occupy those positions. 1 believe | could go east and could get good white gitls to
come here and “sork for 215 and 220 & month in doiestic service were there no Chinese
here ; and with no Chinese here, were white girls offered the same wages as they now
pay to Chinamen, there would not be the least ditticulty in getting all the dowmestic
servants we may require, :

I hold strong views on this question, a< I have had reason to consider it, but'I do
not wish to weary the Commission by presenting them at length.

A. R. Milne, C.B,, Collector of Customs at Victoris, said: I think the supply of
Chinese domestics is cqual to the demand.  Domestic servayts are always certain of
employment.  Good mistresses are always able to get good domestic servants, white girls
I mean. With a little thoughtfulness on the part of employers there would be enough
of white domestic servants to fill all the demands. I think some ladies prefer to have
Chinese as domesti- servants, 1 suppose because they have gt into their ways and have
learned to do the work. They all come from the coolic class, Many of them I find are
fairly intelligent, and they adhere strictly to their contracts. Mistresses are not at all
considerate of the feelings, either physically or otherwise, of girls who go into domestic
service. The girls are driver. to take other work because of the long hours and incon-
siderations on the part o thour employ=rs.

Dr. Robert E, McKechnie, of Nanaimo, said ; I have two Chinemen in the house.
One is moderately good and the other is poor. They demand fuirly high wages. I
employ them because of the impossibility of getting suitable white help. I think it is
more difficult in Nanaimo than in Victoria, because You may say we are quite a distance
from the centre.  We have to obtain white domestics from Victoria, Vanecouver and
New Westminster, and some efforts have been made to obtain that help as far
east as Montreal. Servants did not like to leave large cities to come to a conl mining
town. 'The men of this town earn fairly good wages, and as soon as they ure able to
give their. children a good education they do not care for the'r girls going out to
domestic service. A large proportion of the girls under eighteen and nineteen are fitting -
themselves for hetter positions than domestic service, because of the Chinese being
employed in that service, Very few girls are available from the white population here.
It is very diflicult to get white girls as domestic servants, 1 think there is a reasen for
it ; very few white families come to the country, and girls do not care to go far from
home or from the centres in the cities, and between the two we fall. There is a diffi-
culty. The Chinese fill the £ap to a certain extent, but we would be better with white
people, and have the Chinese out of service altogether. g )

* John Mathews, mine manager, Cumberland, said : We have Chinese as domestic
servants here.  There are no girls to get a supply from. There are fow, if any, girls in
domestic service here. The miners are quite able to keep their daughters without going
out to domestic service. Hotels have Chinese and Japanese, principally Chinese.- I
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know of only one girl employed here. Wages for a girl from fourteen to sixteen years
of age is $12 to 815 a month usually.

Benjamin T. Rogers, manager of the Sugar Refinery, Vancouver, says: 1 think
Chinese domestic servants are r perfect godsend to the country. 1 have had women
cooke, much to my sorrow. I have two Chinese servants, and two white servants. 1
would not have white girls to take the place of Chinese, if they worked for nothing, if
they wanted to work. The Chinese does not waste anything and the white ccon will
waste more than his salary is worth in o month. I would not favour erclusion because
we need them as cooks. 1 pay one Chinese cook €37 amenth. T think thereare enough
Chinese in the province to-ay for domestic purposes. ~ ’

Richard Marpole, superintendent of the Western Division of the Canadian Pacific
Railway, Vancouver, says: I find Chinese far ahead of any servants Thave had. I pay
220 a month for girlsas cooks. I am trying to get them now at that rate. T am satistied
with what Thave. Naturally you would prefer to have a white girl cook when you have to
pay & Chinaman fran 225 to 835 a month; but you cannot get white girls who will stay long
with you. I tried to get girls from the cast, but they turned out to be very mucz\ like
some of the white labourers coming out here ; they took advantage of us. We employ
Chinese cooks on the Kootenay boats, for a good reason, we cannot get white cooks.
These are the only places where we employ them. 1 failed to get servants from the
cast, and there are others who have failed in the same way. T will never close the door
against getting good servants here. If they are scarce in “Toronto how can we get them
herel 1 think probably the distance they have to come and the cost of coming here,
throo thousand miles, has something to do with the diffienlty of getting white girls for
domestic service.

Johannus Buntzen, manager of the British Columbia Electric Railway Co., Van-
couver, says : As to Chinese domestic servants I found ene or two very good.

Bernard McDonald, manager of the British America Corporation and the LeRoy
group, Rossland, says: We cemploy one Chineso as janitor in Rossland. We have o
boarding house. The cooks employed there are whites, both cooks and waiters. 1 think
Chinese necessary as domestic servants. My own personal experienee is, they are more
reliable as domestics and the consensus of opinion here among my acquaintances is that
they are almost indispensible. It would appear white girls cannot be got. 1 know of
Chinese being sent to Ontario to take domestic service there. In some cases it would
keep families out, and other cases where families would come in, they would do their
own service. There is a sufficient number of Chinese to give all the servants that are
vequired. $20 to #30 a month are paid to Chinese. Very few girls are employed here.
Chinese are more desirable here than Japanese. ’

Fdmund B. Kirby, manager of the War Eagle and Centre Star Mines, Rossland,
says: There are enough Chinamen throughout the west to provide domestic service and
do laundry work, and, in short, work of the class that whito labour is reluctant to
undertake, and up to that point I den’t think they do any harm and are a benefi*, and
1 find in private conversation that is the opinion of men all through the west. The
reuson being that there is a gap there for which there is no supply of white labcur.
The caste prejudice against domestic service is each year becoming stronger, and wkite
girls seem to be more reluctant to undertake that class of work. i

Smith Curtis, M.I.A., Rossland, barrister, for the last two years engaged in min-
ing, says: Take the case of domestic servants. Wera there mo M inese available 7 have
no doubt that there would be o fair supply of white dowestic servants, were thsy paid
the necessary wages. Give servant girls here the same wages given to Chinese and
exclude Chinese from this service altogether, o that it will not be looked upon as a
menial employment, as it is at present, from them being engaged in it, and a fair supply
of girls would T believe come intc the country. I lived fourteen ycars in Manitoba_apd
we had more or less difficulty in getting servants, yet wo pulled through, and British
Columbia cou'd do the same if Chinese were out of it. If I werein the British Colum-
bia government and the Chinese were shut out, I woyld undertake to get servant girls

in the country. Girls don’t look forward to domestic service where orientals do that
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service. They look upon it as a more fuenial work than they otherwise would. If mo'e
servant girls here were married off it would greatly benefit the country,

Henry E. Creasdale, of Nelson, former manager of the Hall I\f‘ines and Smelter,
says: In domestic service the Chinese do not come in conflict in any way with the
labouring classes here. 1 am quite willing to adinit the majority of people hero are
opposed to employing Chinese, but 1 think they are made up of those who never employ
Chinese, and never found any benefit from their service, If you took the employers I
think you woul® find the majority in favour of keeping the restriction as at present.
There 13 no doubt to anyone who knows the country and the scale of wages paid if you
hud to deperd on white women to do the drudgery, they would not do it all, or only for
very high remuneration, and if immigration was completely stopped, it follows that wit}
an increasing pobulation the number of Chinese servants must, become less than the
demand, T S

I'should say their presence has indirectly assisted development in a way : that is
to say, people have come into the country and have become interosted jn it, who would
not come if they had not Chinese servants, and the ordinary domestic comfort, has heen
favoured by the Chinese, They contribute to the comfort of the whites who are here.
It is not because of the Chinese being here that girls cannot get employmert ; girls are
not avilable., .

Fong Wing Chong says : Have resided in Nelson six years; twenty-one vears in
British C Jumbia ;o am merchant, married, wife in China. T went home and married
and left her there seven years ago; one child ; not heen bhack since. There are ahout
325 Chinamen in Nelson,—50 cooks and servants, 20 in laundries, 40 working for white
men, S0 gardencrs,  The rest have nothing todo,—150 ; half T know have nothing to do.

Gustave A. Carlson, Mayor of Kaslo, says: I believe if we did not have the
Chinese here we could have white servant girls, which would be much better.  There js
1o encouragement now for them to come to this seetion.  As it is here are only a few
here and they get lonesome,

. AMERICAN EVIDENCE,

A. H. Grout, Labour commissioner, Seattlé, said : There ave probably fifty Chinese
cooks in Seattle in private families. Japanese have been getting into places as substitutes
for Chinese.  The Japanese help in that line is I think more satisfactory on the whols
than the Chinese, They get in where employers cannot secure white women, Employers
here prefer whits help, but white help has been a little scarce for some time ; $15 to 830
a month for general domestic help ; Chinese and white girls are whout the same.
Occasionally a good Chinaman may get a lictle more, but genenally the white girl gets
as good wages as the Chinaman. You cannot get a good Chinawnan to take a position
ina family for less than 220 or %25 a month. He knows he can get it ; that is an
experienced Chinaman. I advertised in Chicago and New York for white girls for
domestic service. Some girls came here and got good positions, but were very soon picked
up by the young men here,—got married and became good citizer.. Y (hink good white
girls could be easily got for domestic service were they paid the same wages as the
Chinese are paid. ~Most of the domestic service in this eity is performed by white girls,
and the service has been very satisfactory. The demand }s always been in excess of
the supply.  We could fill fifty places if the girls were avuilable today. There has not
been a time within the last few years that we conld not place twenty girls at a time.
The American girls perfer other callings where the work js lighter and perhaps where
the hours are shorter,

Q. Docs that dearth of domestic hely cause many families to go boarding 1—A. It
has quite an efféct in that direction ; T know of several instances where families have
been obliged to do withoutehelp for several weeks, and finally they have had to close up
their homes and go boarding. Several cases I know of,

Q. You furnish white and Chiinese and Japanese, no distinction t—A., In domestic
service the girls are scarce, and so people are glad to get Chinese or Japanese, but that ig
the only department aftected in that way.
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Do you think the presence of large numbers of Chinese and Japanese here would
have a tendency to keep white labour from coming in I—A. Yes, I think so. It would
have a tendency to keep out domestic servanta also. If there were large numbers of
Chinese here the wages would be reduced and that would be an inducement to peoplg
to get that kind of help.

Where the white labourer goes he takes his family with him and fron; that source’

the greater part of our white domestic help is drawn.  If the fomilies were withdrawn
from this market then their places would be filled. with Chinese and Japanese. We
would rather have white men and their families and do without the Chinese and
Japanese altogether.

Miss Nina Kocklowski, assistant to the 15t witness in the labour bureau of Seattle,
said ; All applications for domestic service come before me,  Most all the places are

__ filled by _whites. _ Very fow families have coloured help. A great many families do nut

care to take coloured éﬁﬁ'fﬁ,‘”ﬁmfﬁﬁwrthﬁse‘whmn—tl:ey—)mvu-mkun_intu.doms:itig_sg:_

vice make good house servants. There are some Japanese employed in households in

the city. The Japanese prefer to go to service where they can work part of the day and
gei away to go to wchooi in the afternoon. Most of our people prefer to get white girls
as domestic servants. The Chinese asa rule want too high wages; they want to get
from 230 to £35 a month, whereas & white girl will be paid from £20 to 225 a month.
The Chinese T speak of is a first class cook. Six Chinese have come in since T have been
in the office, that is since November, 1899 ; 534 white girls have applied to me for
domestic service this month ; 534 was just for one month. These are what I sent out.
That was the number of orders for girls. 1 amsure there were 500 places filled anyway.
Sometimes there is a searcity and &t other times the supply is equal to the demand.
Friday aud Saturday 1 find that girls are scarce. T can get whateyver number of girls T
want. I think I could get two hundred girls all right. I have shout fifty orders now.
The proportion of Chinese and Japanese to whites is very small indeed. There are other
employment agencies in thecity. Many families go to the Chinese and Japanese boarding
houses. The figures I have given only apply to our own oftice. Very few families care
to take Japanese help, and as to the Chinese, they want very high wages, and families
do not care about taking them and paying such high wages.

Last month we supplied in the neighbourhood -of four hundred girls -with places.
Quite o number apply for places to do washing, serubbing and the like. The wage
paid is 21.60 a day and the hours of labour are from eight until five o'clock. Quite a
number of girls come from the east, from Minnesota and around there, Quite a number
of girls came from Victoria in January last, but lately not so many. They wanted to
get housework.

Q. We have been told that girls are scarce in Victoria, that they cannot get them
at all 1—A. 1 do not doubt it, because the girls come over here and get better pay.
From what T hear from the girls coming here, they are not well paid in Victoria. Not
long ago a girl came and told me that she wanted to get fomestic service here. I asked
her where she came from, as she appeared to be a very «00d girl ; she told me she cawe
from Victoria, that she had been working there for §8 a month in Victoria, and work-
ing for a family of gix. It is no surprise to me that girls should come here and prefer

to live here working hard for & little pay in Victoria. The girl secured a goud place

here at good wages, and the family are well satisfied with her.

In January there were six girls from Canada applied for work ; they came from
Victoria to Seattle. The wages are from 220 to 825 a month ; the going wages are 220
a month. .

Note.—The city of Seactle established in 1894 a free labour bureau and employ-
ment ofice, and has maintained it ever since. Last year this office found places for
27,605 workmen and from 400 to 500 dome: tic servants per month. (See 7th Annual
Report of the Labour Commissioner of the City of Seattle for the year 1800, at page
999 of American evidence taken under this Commission.)

Jarwes D. Phelan, Mayor of San Francisco, said: The Chinese sre engaged largely

in domestic service. People who cannot get white domestice go down to Chinatown
and get Chinamen. I think this is very undesirable. The Chinaman engages in domes




“they we doing

4 REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION

£ EDWARD VIL, ‘A. 1902

tic service through the day and at night he returns to Chinatown and engages in gam-
bling ‘and opium smoking, and in the morning returns to the domestic circle, and what
the effect of his associating with gamblers and opinin smokers in Chinatown has upon
the domestic circle, T leave it for yourselves to picture. Some people have an aversion
to Chinese in their homes. Those who have them, I must say, consider them very valu-
able as domestic servants. The Chinese have been so long in domestic service that they
have erowded out the white girls. It is one of the problems of the day to find places
for our young women. I have helped myself within the last three mont’);s to establish a
place, from which families could get white women to work. We got a number of sewing
machines and got white girls to make up women's work, but we had to give it up. The
Chinese would bring their wares to the stores and sell them cheaper than we could produce
them. The Chinese have crept into a great many places and people hardly realize what

SUMMARY,

The above fairly indicates the different views expressed on this subject. A number
of witnesses stated that girls refused to take service where Chinese are employed, and
doubtless there is some force in this.

Many complain that after obtaining white servants at great expense and with difhi-
culty, sometimes from the eastern provinees, and sometimes from the Old Country, they
marry within a very short time, and after trying to supply their places with white
servants are co.npelled to engage the Chinamen. The fact that Chinese servants are
a'ways to be had when wanted, and that white servants are difficult to obtain, accounts
partly for the fact that Chinese are chiefly employed, although white servants would be
preferred by many.

While opinions differ, it may at once be conceded that under present conditions it
is exceedingly difticult to obtain white servants, and a large proportion of those who
employ domestic servants are dependent upon the Chinese for a supply.

The cause of this abnormal scarcity of white domestic servants is not far to seek.
The callings requiring unskilled labour are largely filled by Chinese and Japanese, who
have thus taken the places of fathess of families from which, under normal conditions,
domestic servants would be drawn,

In Victoria for instance there are 3,000 Chinese engaged in various callings, or

unemployed : 198 market gardeners, 48 sawmill hands, 386 cannerymen, 197 laundvy-
men, and over 800 labourers employed and unemployed. Can it be doubted that if these
positions were filled with white men, a large proportion of whom might be expected to
have families, the difficulty of obtaining white servants would be greatly minimized ?
If callings usually Slled Ly white men, with families from which domestic servants are
usually supplied, are occupied by Chinese, is it surprising that there is a great scarcity
of domestic servants, and how can it be expected to be otherwise until these ‘conditions
are changed 1 This applies with greater or less force throughout the provinee.
) In Nanaimo for instance, with a Chinese population of over 500, only 42 are
employed as domestic servants and cooks. In New Westminster. with a Chinese DOpu-
lation of over 700, 65 only are cooks and domestic servants ; and in Vancouver, where
the Chinese number over 2,000, only 262 are so employed. Tha Chinese both create
and fill the want.

While on the Canadian side the greater number of the domestic servants and cooks
are either Chinese or Japanese on the American side, in Washington and Oregon,
comparat-ivelﬁ few appear to be so employed. In Seattle i5 was stated that there were
about fifty Chinese cooks, and that only six had been sent out through the City Labour
Buresu since November, 1899, while 534 - /hite domestic servants had been placed within
a month. In Portland there are said to be about 200 Chinese employed as domestic
servants. there is the usual scarcity of domestic servants in Seattle, but at the time we
visited that city the supply was said to equal the demand. Tt is not suggested here that
if there were no Chinese or Japanese in British Colurabia there would be no difficulty in
obtaining domestic servants, but it is believed that if the positions now occupied by

—
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Chinese were filled with white men, the conditions would be much the same as in the
east. At present there seems to be a surplus of both Chinese and Japanese, some of
whom doubtless will take to domestic service, and should no more Chinese come into the

__country, with the present supply already there, this uestion like others will adjust itself
to the new conditions.

CHAPTER XVII.—THE LAUXNDRY BUSINESS,

The laundry business in British Columbia is largx{\ in the hands of the Chinese. ™~

In Victoria there are 40 Chinese wash houses, giving employment to 197 Chinamen, in
Vancouver 35, employing 192 ; in New Westminster 9, cmploying 38; in Rossland 20,
employing 60 Chinamen, and other towns and villages,in proportion.

hese wash houses occupied by Chinese are in different parts of the city, and a
tenement that is not fit for anything else is usually rented for that purpose. They are
regarded as a_nuisance and a menace by those who live in the vicinity, and great
difficulty has been had to enforce sanitary regulations in regard to them by the city
authorifies. The average wages paid are from $8 to $18 per month, and boeard.

Steam laundrics are also used in the principal cities and towns. As to how far
they are able to compete will appear in the evidence quoted ; but it is quite clear that
white labour, having regard to the cost c. living, cannot competo with the Chinese.

A. F. McCrimmon has carried on a steam laundry business in Victoria for eight
years. He employs seven men and twenty-three women and girls. His charges are
higher than the Chinese. He pays his men from $10 to §15u week, and his girls
and women from 24 to 27.30 a week. He has capacity for eight or ten more hands.
There was another steam laundry started ip Victoria, but quit the business as it could
not get work enough. Thore is sufficient work in Victoria to keep four steam laundries
busy if there were no Chinese. It would take three or four times the number of
Chinese to do the work as well without steam. He favoured a tax of 500, or exclusion.

It will be seen from the above that if this business was entirely done by steam
laundries, there would be employed 28 men and 91 women and girls.

Donald M. Stewart has a steam laundry in Vancouver. There are four there,
including the C. P. R, hotel. Ir. Stewart employs from 70 to 75 hands.  He says the

__Chinese do nearly three-fourths of the work. All the steam laundries employ white

le. .
peopAlfred Larcen has a steam laundry in Nelson and employs fourteen hands. He
pays out wages amounting from £240 to 8900 per month. He has no difficulty in
getting help. He pays three hunds 818 a week each, one 815 a week, girls $10 a week,
overtime extra. He has capacity for three times the work he does. He employs white
labour exclusively. He says he cannot do tho laundry work as low as the Chinese. He
has expended in the laundry business $28,000 in two years.

‘At Grand Forks the steam laundry had to close down on account of the Chinese
competit.on.

‘At Greenwood the laundry is still in business. Before it started the Chinese -

charged 75 cents per dozen, afterwards they dropped te 25 cents per dozen.
Mrs. Walsh, a widow, residing at Nelson, complained that she could not compete
with the Chinese and lost her means of livelihood.

" Mrs. Josephine Marshall, the vice-president of the laundry workers’ union of Nel-
son, pointed out that many white women who had to earn their own living, could not
get enough work to do, on account of the competition of tho Chinese. - This wituess
declared that there were plenty of girls that could not get work.
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* RESOLUTION 'TO ROYAL COMMISSION FRoM NELSON LAUNDRY WORKERS' UNION,

Nkwsoxn, B.C,, February 14, 1901,

Confronted by direet Mongolian competition, we the undersigned members on’
behalf of the Nelson Laundry Workers’ Union do condenin and declare the same to be
injurious to our business to the extent that about. seventy-five per cent of the laundr
in this eity, and all in the outlying towns and camps, iy done by Chinamen, thereby
curtailing the pay roll of our countrymen by eighty per cent and the number employed
to a like amount. '

In the laundry work in Nelson alone there are at the lowest estimate two hundred
w--— -+~ Chinamen employed at a wage. ~nrying from. 75_cents to 81.50._per.day, their_hours.of .. .

labour extending ovée the whole twenty-four hours, with barely time to eat and sleep.
In some wash-houses a double gang is worked, the off men sleeping in the same apart-
ment as those working and often sleeping on clothes to be washed ; and their habits are
such that we feel sure that in many cases a health ofticer would condemn the same as
injurious to public health,

Knowing the above to be true, we have no hesitation in saying, were the Mon-
golinns removed from the Kootenays, in addition to the two steam laundries, owned by
the firm for whom we work at Nelson and Greenwood, each costing- well on to 310,000,
there would be at the present, room for five more each employing from fifteen to twenty
hands and paying a fair profit to their owners, which we are sorry to say is not the case
now,

Trusting that the Commission will see the necessity of immediate action, we extend
our most hearty approval and support to any legislation which will effectually remove
this evil of Mongolian labour.

Signed on behalf of the union, ‘

Mns. MARSHALL, Vjce-Presidentv,
JOHN TEMPLETON,

CARL LARSON, Secretary,

1. J. LARSON,

ROBERT NILVLAIDES. -

Ming Lee, lnundryman (farmer in China), says: I have been in business eight
years in Victoria. Pay my men from 217 to $18 a month ; the lowest, 28 a month. [
oard my men. 1 send home between $100 and 8120 a year. I expect to return to
China as soon as I get money. My wife is in China. I had six acres of land in China,
1t cost 380 Chinese money to live there. 1 intend to g0 back to China by and by. If
there were no tax on the wives and children T think Chinamen would bring their wives
and families to this country. 1 would certainly bring my wife. It costs too much
money to keep them here and feed them here.

Sun Sam Cheong, laundryman, who has lived cighteen years in Victoria, says: As
soon as 1 arrived I went into the laundry business. ~ I went home and came back and
took it up again, and have been in it up to date. I have a wife and three children in
China. Sometimes I send §100 a year and sometimes 8130, aud the largest amount I
over sent is 8180 a year, I employ ten men, including myself. The highest wage I pay
s 813 a month and the lowest is 86 a month. I have hardly enough work to keep m
men busy. I pay $20 a month rent. I am in debt now, because I have so much of
debt that cannot be collected. T board the men I employ. Eacli man costs me about
87 or 288 a month. If I did not make so many bad deots I would earn something,
Several years ago I made some earnings, but during several years I hardly make any
earnings at all.  The largest amount of money that any man owes me for a bad debt is
8100 ; one man owes me that. That man’s washing comes to 85 a month. I have been
washing for him since starting the laundry business. Four men owe me about that,
and lots of them owe me from 810 to $90. As to honesty, Chinese and whites are
about the same.
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Mar San, lanndryman, of Nelson, says: I have eight or nine men in my laundry.
There aro nine Chinese laundries nltoget?xer in Nelson. I and two others employ ecight
or niue men. The rest employ two or three men each,—altogether about fifty Chinese
laundrymen. I have been here eight years. My wife is in China. I pay my men $20
a month and give them board. I pay 818 a month for rent, and $10 a year for license.
1 .own one houss in Chinstown. The lot cost £850; the house cost $1,500. I can’t tell
if 8100 is too much to pay, head tax. I can't say if 2500 will keep the Chinese out. I
don’t care. I am not a British subject. :

A. H. Grout, Labour Commissioner, Scattle, says: I should judge that from one-
sixth to onc-eighth of the work done by leundries is done by Chinese, and the other
seven-eights of the work is done in laundries where white people are employed.

S SUMMARY.

The result of the evidence seems to e, thav probably from eight hundred to one
thousand Chinamen are engaged in this business. They do their work well, and are, in
many places where steam laundries do not and cannot exist, a great convenience, but at
the same time they take the place of many poor people who would find in this employ-
ment an addition to their stinted means.

This may be lookeéd upon as a trivial matter, but in the aggregate it is large.
Doubtless the work is done cheaper than it would be by white labour, but a large pro-
portion of the money paid for the service does not retnrn into circulation, but, as in the
case of other employments occupied by Chinese, passes out of the country. Thero is
probably paid out in wages to Chinese laundrymen in British Columbia over $200,000

a year, a small proportion of which benefits the country at large.

CHAPTER XVIII—PART I—-MERCHANT TAILORS. -

During the course of the investigation it was frequently stated that Chinese labour
was employed in the more menial and unskilled employments, and that there was no
danger of it encroaching upon the different trades and callings where higher wages aro
obtained. How far this is so, will appear from the examination of this and other trades,

_vhere they have already entered, and in some cases supply all the labour except
the foreman.

James Andrew Grant, & merchant tailor, of fiftecen years' standing in Victoria,
says: In 1891 there were eighteen white tailor shops employing 150 men and women,
with a yearly wage of over £109,000 ; average weekly wages for men $18, for women 310.
A Tailors’ Union existed with a membership of 130. .

The first competition from Chinese was in 1891. Then there were 150 whites em-
ployed. On March 13, 1901, there were employed in Victoria in the tailoring business
twenty-one white men and 30 women and girls, with an average wage {or the men of
812 per week, and for the women 86 per week, giving a yearly total of about $22,464.
In the meantime the population of the city has nearly doubled. The decrease in wages
is 886,736 per year. To what extent _has_this change hoen brovght shout by Chinese
entering into competition in this line of businessi

There aro fourteen firms of Chinese merchant tailers, employing eighty-four hands
in the manufacture of clothes for white people. This does not include two firms who
manufacture Chinese clothing. It must not be supposed that these Chinese firms manu-
facture tho cheaper class of clothing; the contrary. is the fact. The evidence was
indisputable, that many of their firms have a very large t_r?.do in the highest class of
work, including ladies’ tailor-made dresses, which it was said formed about one-third of
their business.

Daniel Campbell, who is a high-class tailor, said that he had carried on business in
Victoria since 1889. Wages were about fifty per cent lower now than then. He now

54—12
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employs one hand where before he employed sixteen. Victoria then contained about
16,000 of populetion, now about 26,000. The Chinese competition has caused this. He
then, as did other merchant tailors, went into great detail as to the cost of manufacture,
He still paid for high-class work 818 per week. He had to move into cheaper premises
where he now pays $40 & month for rent instead of $80, owing to the falling off in busi-
ness.  He says a suit that would cost 835, the Chinese tailor sells for 218 to 822. That
s.mply drove them ont. A serge suit which he would sell for £28 they would sell for
¥18. Their work would not pess his inspection at all,

The figures quoted above show a decrease in the actual number of hands employed
from 150 in 1891 to 135 in 1901 ; in the former year only white hands were émployed,
whereas in the latter year eighty-four Chinese are included in the total. This decrease
in the number of hands employéd, in view of the increase in population, and of the fact
that the Chinese engago in ladies’ tailoring, and, also, in tailoring for their own people,
would indicate the extent to which eastern ready-made clothing has encroached upon the
tailoring business, but the fact remains that the Chinese do more than half of the ‘made
to order’ clothing in Victoria. :

John Logg, a journeyman tailor, of Victoria, put it in this way: I cume here in
1889, I stayed two ycars at that time; conditions wers good. My wages averaged .
over 320 a week, About ninety men and sixty women were employeﬁ. Now the
average wago is about $12 a week for men and about 86 for women. The Chinase came
into competition and ar: taking almost the whole trade. Tt is impossible for a white
man to compete with them. Whenever I pass at eight, ten or eleven o'clock p.m. the
hands are working. The white inen can hardly live here, and they have left. Their
manner and mode of living is altogether different. Iam a married man and have four
children. I don’t know of a single case of any Chinese house like a white man’. OQur
business will be wiped out. 1If things do not change, and that soon, I will leave with
my family, and leave the country. It seems to apply to other trades as well as our own.
1t will stop the flow of immigration into this country. BMost of the journeymen heve
families. The Chinese competitor does not bring his wife with him.

This witness gave a carefully prepared statement of the cost of living for himself
and family for one year in Victoria. The family consists of himself, wife and four
children, : SRR

Rent, 8 permonth....... ... ...... ... . .. .. .. ... 296
Groceries, meat, milk, &e.............. ... ... . "~ 365
Fuel, wood and coal, 82.50 permonth..... ... .. ... .. . .. 30
Bootsand shoes............................ ... ... 40
Dry goods and elothing, self................ .. .. ... " 30
s e wife ..o o o o 30

“ “ children, 810 each ................ . 40
School supplies................... . . ... .. ISP 12
Seavenger ..................... ... 9
Taxes.... ............. ... ... ... ... . b
Furniture, dishes, &c ........... ... ... . ... 7 5
Total ..... ... (oo 8662

There should be added something %or laundry, fraternal societies, newspapers, church,
doctors’ bills, nursing, &ec. If all thsse were added it would bring up the cost of living
to 8800 a year. I am living in a nouse altogether too small. If I had a large enou%lh
house it would cost 4 a month more. A white man cannotv exist on wages brought
about Ly Chinese competition. :

T. R. Smith, Victoria, commission merchant, said: When I camo here to Victoria
first there was tailoring done by white tailors. No tailor would work for less than so
much per garment, and the cost of clothing was then so high that it induced a great
many from Toronto and Montrea! t6 send their travellers here, and they took a large
part of the business away from the tailors here. If they had been content with less
profit the trade would all have been kept here. , :
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Samuel McPherson, merchant tailor, and member of the Merchant Tailors' Asso-
ciation, Vancouver, says: I was appointed at a meeting to appear here and answer any
%;mstions. The Chinese have affected our trade seme, but not a5 much here asin

jctorin a3 yet. There are three shops here, one Japanose and two Chinese shops, who
do custom tailoring for white peoplo ; one employs from four to gix hands. The princi-
pal work they do here is in the manufacture of overails and shirts for the wholesale
. furniture establishment. Apart from these three shops I do not know of any others who
do custom work. Co

Q. Was that the work that used to be done by white men and women—tho making
of overalls and shirts —A. Not in this countr t{xt I am aware of, not in the Pro-
vince of British Columbia. From my own standpoint as a merchant tailor I do
object to the Chinese coming in. 1 do not think they are any good to the country..

Tf their numbers increased in the trade as it has done in Victoris, it woul?be 8
very serions injury to our trade here: I am more dissatisfied with the way in which
they learn the trade than with the present restriction ; thoy learn their trado from the
Dominion Government. They are committed to the penitentiary for some offence ;
they learn the trade in the penitontiary ; there is one of them in Vancouver now and
on¢ in Victoria and another one who is here.

Q. What would you do with them#—A. Let them learn somethiug else.

Q. What elSe }—A. Well, speaking from & solfish point of view. any trade that
does not interfere with me. The reason I mention it is—I was trede inspector in the
penitentiary for three years, and those three men were there. One is new doing quite &
business on the corner of Hastings Street and Columbia Avenue; they are in the same
business as I am ; they buy from the same wholesale man as I do, but when a white
man goes there to buy from them they do not want their names to appear in Englishon
their books ; their names are put down ini Chinese; that is what one of them told me
himzelf. :

J om in favour of further restriction; we can get on very nicely without any
more of them. My reason for favouring restriction or exclusion is that there is danger
from them of driving our men out of the business.

The tailoring has not improved in the last three years; it is not as good as it used

0 be.

Q. Why?—A. Well, eastern competition as much as anything else, and there are
more tailors, There is not so much business done by them altogether as there was three
years 2go.

There are three shops, averaging from four to six men apiece, say fifteen hunds
altogether, of Chinese and Japanese. Of the white shops there are over twenty, with
from eighty to eighty-five workmen ; in a dull season perhaps about forty-five.

Q. If a factory is established here working exclusively with Mongolian labour
would it be possible for them to produce so cheaply as to shut out eastern competition i
—A. Yes; that is my idea, that Mongolian labour should not he allowed to come into
competition with our own j-ople here.

‘Alex. McCallum, merchant tailor, of Vancouver, said :

Q. Do'T take it that the Merchant Tailors’ Association as a whole are opposed to
further Chinese immigration { -A. Yes, as far as the association was represented. We
were all present at thet eeting. .

Q. Is there any other special point you wish to bring before the Commission I—A.

- Did Mr. McPherson refer to the teaching of Chinese in the penitentisry
Q. Yes.—A. I emnot familiar with that, but T am £nxious that that «houd be
brought out. ' ‘
“There is no distinction between the Chinese and Japanese as far as_our particular
trade is concerned. Their prices are far too low. The prices would indicate that tho
wages they pay to their men were such that white men cowld not make garments and
live here. Their charges for a suit are so low that they indicate that no white man
could worl: for the same wages. We would prefer all white labour here. Then we do
not get auy advantage from those people as customers, An socn us_they make a little
money <hey .2nd it away to China and Japan, instead of spendingit for clothus as
white people do. .
- 0413} -

U
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Francis Williams, a journeyman tailor in Varcouver, said : There is so much com-
petition by Chinese and Japanese that the white man will be driven out of the trade
unless the immigration of these ple is restricted or stopped. Twelve years ago when
I came here I know but two or tﬁige Chinese engaged in trade and no Japanese. Today
the Chinese and Japanese outnumber the whites by threo to two. The numiber of white
tailors here is fifty-five or sixty, the Chinese and .}'npancse 1205 of these, ninety toone-
hundred are Chinese. . ’ .

Tim Kee, a Chinese tailor of Victoria, stated that he eniploys from two to four men
and pays them from 325 to $35 a month. The men commenct work at 9 o’clock and
usually quit at 8 o'clock at night, with an hour allowed each for dinner and supper. Ho
further says :

Q. What do you charge your men for board 7—A4. We charge about $10 & month.

Q. Is that deducted from their wages 1—A. No, we pay them so much a month in
clothes, board and lodging. . B L

Q. Where they have lodgings to pay, how much do they pay I—A. It is this way :
two, or three get together and rent a room. They get a room for 3, 84 or 35 a month
and all live together.

Q. Sometimes more live together 1—A, Yes, sometimes six livg together.

Q. How many have you known join together in renting a room I—-A. Four or five.

Q. How large a room would that bo1—A. About 8 feat by 12 fdet.

Q. What T would like to know is what it would actualty cost a Chinaman to live
in the way you describe t~-A. I would say 37 or 28 a month,

Q. What do you charge for lodging alone 1-~A. About 21,50,

Q. If it is not so good then it would be $1 1A, Yes. I donot have any lodging
house ; we give them a bunk and they get their own clothes. We charge them so much
rent per. month.

Q. And he furnishes his own blankets 7_A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the usual price for that is 21 a month?—A. Yo, that is the usual price.
~--- This witness further stated that the cost of board for & labouring man boarding

himself would be about &4 .50 or 5 a morth,

Charlie Bo, another Chinese tailor of Victoria, employed six hands and paid from
230 to 240 a month and their board and lodging. "'he "hours of work given by thig
witness were the same as the last. He says : Tho average amount of business altogether
that I do in & month is about 2900, T guess I make seventeen or eighteen suits of
clothes a month. From January to December it averages about fifteen suits a month
that we make for white men. . We average about.ﬁftcen suits a month for white men in -
the year, and for Chinese from eighteen to twenty suits a month. The Chinese suits
costs 312, 814, 316 and 820, different pricos. : .

Yuen Wah, Victoria, a Chinese journeyman tailor, said : He worked for $30 a
month and board and lodging, and works from 8 o’clock in the morning till 8 o'clock at
night, with an hour allowed out for meals, .

Alexander Peden, journeyman tailor of Victoria, said : About ten years ago Mr.
Jackson employed sixteen or seventeen hands. He paid them as high as 220 5 week,
and it hes just giadually fallen away, until now he employs eight raen, half the number
he did then, and at that tinie wa only did men’s tailoring. Ladies’ tailoring furnishes
abou . one-third of the work. A goody deal of ladies’ tailoring is done by Chinese. Jf
wo only did men’s tailoring we couid only employ five men for that. I attribute the
felling off wholly to the Chinese. We cannot compete with their prices at all. A suit

~ the Chinese make-up for 814 we could not make for less than $22 or $23. ) ‘

William H. Middleton, Sccretary of the Western Central Labour Union, Seattle, -
said : Thero are a few Chinese tailors here. It is not a very serious competition with
white tailors, and they are not patronized at all by organized labour ; that is to say, if
we discover any of our members patronizing the Chinese stores, the organization would
not stand it. A man doing that would be at once expelled from the union.- No white~ -
man i3 able to compete with Chinese labour.

It is quite clear on comparing the cost of the different suits, that it was impossible
for the white tailor to compete, without reducing wages below what a journeymar tailor
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v_vit-h.alamily oould live upon and properly support and éducate his children. If matters
ontinue for a few years as in the past the Chineso tailors will practically control this
source of employment. :

PART 1L WHOLESALE MANUFACTURE OF CLOTHING:—

The wholesale manufacture of clothing in the province is chiefly centred in Victoria.
White women and girls and Chinese are largely employed in t{xis industry, but the
Chinese have almost entirely displaced white labour in some branches.

The change came about in this way, as explained by James Androw Grant, of
Vietorin. Hesays: We concluded to go into manufacturing (of clothing). We put
in plant._costing us over 82,000 for the latest machinery. We got work from the whole-
sale merchants at a price we thougtit we could-make money- at.__They told us the prices

they had becn paying to the Chinese, and we were informed that they would give us the

preference over the Chinese and that, while the Chinese took the most of their payments
for work out in trade, they would pay us in cash. That was the information we got
from the wholesale louses. We got 26.50 a dozen for the best grade of ready-made.
I refer to this particular branch as an illustration. The Chinese found that this was
going to _injure_their trade, and they offered to do the work for $5.50 a dozen. The
wholesale house informed us that we could have the trade at 85,50 for the same work.
They admitted to us that our work was superior,.but they were not willing to make any
cacrifice to us. Well, the end of it all was that. the price came down to 84.50 a dozen,
and we could net compete at that. That is $4.50 for making a dozen pairs of pauts.
If you want to have evidence T can produce the books to show the figures I have men-
tioned to be correct. We employed about forty hands at that time. We employed
sixty hands in all. We employed forty hands at that time for that business. These
hands were not tailors or tailovesscs. ‘They were machine operators and finishers and
pressers. 1 may say we went out of the yanufacturing business.

Q. Why did you do that 1—-A. Well, it was a financial failure. We could not pos-
sibly make a success of it. We were unable to compets with the Chinamen. We were
losing money.

Q. Can you speak of the wages you were payingt—A. We were paying from $16
to 810 a month for that class of work. We paid 216 a month to hands who were Jearn-
~jiig. In that class of work we employed no tailors at all. They coutd make at first at
that class of work 216 a month, and afterwards earned & 10 a month when they were
expert at it: )

(). What proportion of these were women 1—A. All women except the pressers.

Q. White women?—A. Yes. ve decided to try and keep the hands on. Wo
asked them to work by the piece and see what they could earn.  The girls worked hard
and they earned about forty cents & day. That isall they could carn on picce work,
Needless to say they quit piete work. We still kept them on for some time, because at
that time the Klondike rush came on, and we were able to pay them big wuges. But
that was the end of the manufacture for the wholesale houses. In the experiment we
made with piece work we counted on nothing towards paying our rent. We simply
puid the girls what was comiing to them, and they could make about forty cents a day.
The hands we were paying &1 a day before that, could only make forty cents a _day on
piece work when the price was reduced to $4.50. We were running our tailoring busi-
ness in connection with that, or else we could not have kept it up so long. We made a
little on that and lost it in the other. We could not compete with the Chinamen at the
prices paid for any of the other garments even, such as jackets, coats, lumbermen’s
jackets, waiters’ jackets -and different kinds of jackets in addition to pants and
overalls. '

. Q. T understand you to say that you started at the price the wholesale men were
paying to the Chinese; then the Chinese dropped below it ; you came down to their
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“price again, unil finally & point was reached where you could not manufacture except

at a loss; then Jou gave up the business +—A. Yes, we went out of that line of business,
The work is done by Chinese througli Chinese contractors.

George Allen Kirk, wholesale merchant, of Victoriai saya: When.I have had goods

Chinese, more particularly in the manufacture of clothing ; that the Chinese reduced .tho
prices; that white mcrn lowered- their prices to mest that of the Chinese ; but again the
Chinese lowered the prices and the white men followed suit, and then the Chinese
lowered their prices for the third time, and came down so low that white men, even with
the aid of mac{:inery, could not compete, and the white men were driven out?—A. The
work is cut out by our company, and is given to the Chinese to make up.

Q. Do you find the competition of the Chinese has a tendency to reduce prices 1—
A. Yes, but I do not think it ;s the Chinese only that bring prices down. We have
competition from the east as well in the making of overalls.

Q Are your importations greater in value than the articles manufactured in Canada,
speaking of the trade generally I—A. That of course T cannot *ay. I know we make
nearly everything in the line that is sold.  We do import overalls sometimes from San
Francisco.

Q. Are they equally satisfactory 7—A. We prefer to have them mede here,

Q. In that case do you consider it better for the country and for the Province to
have the goods manufactured here ?—A. T think it better to have them manafactured
here, even with Chinese labour, because wo make more on- them than on the stuff we
import.

poH they were imported from the other side I would not employ men here at all, but
sinply sit down and write a letter and order so many dozen of such and such goods,

Chinese labour manufactured by white labour in_the_east, in_preference te -importing
alien labour hero and the trade going into theic hands 1—_A. No, it is a matter of profit
to me.
Q. Don’t you sce that if you eniploy that class of labour in your trade the final
result will be that other trades will employ the same class of labour7— A, Yes. )
Q. Are you able to say how the prices paid for making up these garments compare

with the prices paid in the ecast for the same class of work AT do-not know, but

we are able to manufactum a litt-le—below»eastem‘prices now.~

Q. That is to 5y, you pay a little less than eastern labouy plus the freight —A.
Yes, we can sel! at the same Frice that eastern men sell, only we claim to make a better
article,

Q. Do you know the conditions under which the £qods are manufactured in the
cast, with which you hava to compete I—A. No, I do not.

Q. You do not know the systematic conditions1—A, T think they have factories
und they employ a large number of girls. They have cutters who get out a large
quantity of work, and'I think that work is done by piece work.

Q. You refer to the big eastern cities, do youl—A. T refer to Montreal and Toronte.

W. A. Lorimer, salesman for Turner, Beeton & Company, of Victoria, described
the method of procuring this work to be done by stating that:” We make 1no contracts ;
Jjust as the work requires to bo done we give it out to the Chinese boss, Four Chinese
firms do our work. It amounts to about 8300 a month in trade. We have our canvas
work done by white labour. Tt costs more, but I give white men the reference, pro-
bably as a matter of sentiment. Our house handles coarse clothing, such as mackinaw.
The Chinase manufacture these. Women could do this work, but it would necessitate
putting in a power plant.  We pay 84.50 for pants and $5.00 for coats a dozen. The
Chinese teii me the pay their men from 28 or 310 up to $25 a month and board them,

Moses Lenz o Victoria, said: We manufacture shirts, overalls, underwear, pants
and the like, canton flannel and flannel underwear. The Chinese are principally engaged

in the manufacture of overalls and pants. This_work amounts from 150 to 3200 a -

month. - We also have a factory where white hands are engaged, 27 at present,

o
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manufacturirg principally shirts, underwear, &c. An experienced girl is poid 820 &
month. Gcod girls earn as high as #30 a month ; apprentices 810,

Q. What are-the Chinese able to make usually i—A. We pay them by the

For pants, all the way up from £3.50 to 85 a dozen. )

Q. ‘What kind of pantsT—A. Tweed aud worsted pants. '

Q. Supposing there was absolute prohibition ot any further immigration of Chinese,
 are.there enough here for the present trade?—A. Yes, for the present trade; but last

seascn we were very busy, and we-could “hardly get our work.done. 1t was very hard
to il all our orders. . il

Q. Last year {ou had the Yukon tradel—A. Yes,

got all the outside relp we could get.

Q. Could you afford to employ whites with machines at your trade?—A. I think

the class of manufacture is too low for white men.

Q. White girlst—A. We employ all the white girls we can get-

Q. Do you prefer them to Chinese I—A. We do in most work.

work. S s
Q. You have never made up your mind whether y
immigration or not#—-A. No.
Q. Are you ablo to hold your own with the eastern manufacturers 1—A. As arule
wo ave able to compete with the eastern people ; in very low lines of goods we may not
be able to compete. We cannot compete in the low lines, either by white labour or
Chinese ; but in the most of our manufactures it is cheaper for us to manutacture here.
1t is an advantage to us to manufacture. IF weo bought the goods we could hardly he
able to compete with other houses. The majority of the factories sell both to the
wholesale and retail trade. They would compete with us in selling their own goods.
If we were to buy from diflerent houses, probably three or four travellers would be
selling the same identical line of goods.
- - -Q. If the Chinese were excluded would it affect it 1—A. In present conditions we
could not get the labour. When we first started we had foot power machines, and now
we have electricity. If we could get it, we would employ white labour.

A. M. SGandell, cutter at Lens & Leiser's, wholesale manufacturers of clothing,
Victoris, says: I ghould say we had about thirty or thirtyfive Chinese engaged in the
business, We average about 3200 a month for the work done. They work for other
‘houses and earn from 90 cents to a dollar a day. We have experienced women who
earn from 320 to 230 per-month—-There are not suflicient girls and women to do the
work. Men could not do it, and live. - L L L

Q. What do you pay for trousersa dozen 1—A. §2.25, 33, 34.50, and as high as 36.

Q. White men cannob live on-thati—A. No. - - o

Q. There is no difficulty in getting Chinese to do the-work 1—A. No, there s a
surplus. )
Q. A large surplus, do you think 1—A. Yes.
Q. Soif the Chinese here are allowed to remain and further Chinese immigration
prohibited entirely, there are’ quite sufficient Chinese here now to supply the labour
market 1—A. Yes, quite sufficient. I B e

Q. You would not be affected in your business by any restriction or prohibitionl——
-A. Not at all.

Q. For how long a time to come do you think I—A. For all time.

Q. So from your standpoint further restviction, or oven prohibition, would not
affect your business, leaving the Chinese here that are here }—A. That is my view,

Q-Are you in favour of restriction or prohibition; what is your own opinion
about it1—-A. I think it would bo better for the country in general to have no more

Chinese come in. . : :
Q. There is at present a poll tax of 81009 —A. That is not sufficient.

Q. We were told by one witness that the white men did the work satisfactorily,

ther: the Chiuese came down in price, then the white men dropped their price, then the

- Chinese dropped their prices again to such an extent that white men could-not-do the

work and live, and these white men were driven out of the countryi—A, White men

dozen.

we had our own factory and

They do better

ou were in favour of unrestrieted
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could not do that class of work—ready made trousers—and compete with the other
business. T canrot speak of any but my own business.

Q. You say thern is abundance of Chinese labour here now#—A. Yes.

Q Is that the way all the year through?—A. Yes, -

Q. Just &s plentiful in summer as in winteri—A. Except in the canning season;
and that does not last long. _

Q. Have you sufficient of Chinese then 1—A. I think we have suflicient ; not many
tailors go to the canning. There are sufficient left to do all the tailoring we want
done.

Chinese in our employ make overalls, the white girls, shirts, We send the best
tweed pants to Chinese now. I do not think white men ever did it; it was done by
girls, row by Chinese. If the Chinese wore deported from Victoria, we should have to
go out of tho business of making overalls, If the present number of Chinese remain
our trade will not be affected. I think white labour is getting more plentiful. The
matter will adjust itself. White labour will have a tendency to increase in this courtry
if Chinese are kept out.

John Piercy, manufacturer of clothing and men’s wear, Victoria, said: We emj loy
from ten to twelve or fourteen Chinese, who work by the piece. We contract with wo
different men. 1 am sure I do not know what wages they average; I have never f one
into it ; probably they carn 810 a week sometimes, Probably we pay out 8250 a m mnth
to the Chinese. ~ We employ those Chinese because we cannot get enough of v hife
labour for our factory. We have from eighteen to twenty white women emplcyed.
They do a better class of work than the Chinese. I do not think the Chinese capible
of doing as good work us the white women. I think if there was plenty of labour t» be
got in the city the white girls could do just as well, if not better, than the Chiness in
the work the Chinese arv doing, but we have nat got the girls here and cannot get tham.
I do not think they are in the city. I think the women earn more than the Chinase,
taking it all through,

Q. Could you carr, . on your industry here without Chinese labour —A. Wall, we
could do s0, but it would be'a loss to us; at the same time we prefer to have Clinese
labour until we can get more white labour ; that is the position now.

If no more Chinese come in we could get more white labour. With the number of
Chinese that are here and with o probable increase of white labour, I think we could
carry on our business without losr. T am thoroughly in favour of exclusion ; my reason
for that iy, sympathy for our own class and our own people.  We prefer to give employ-
ment to our own people, if we can get them.  We do not want the others to replace
them.

SUMMARY.

There are several wholesale houses in Victoria that manufacture oveialls and special
lines of coarse underclothing and mackinaws, d&c. The work is not done by regular
journeymen tailors, but by women and Chirese. One firm put in a plang costing 32,000,
with the latest machinery, and employed about forty hands, obteining work from the
wholesale merchants at a price which was thought would pay. The Chinese took most
of their payment for work out in trade. This firm was paid in cash. The Chinese found
that their trade was likely to be injured, and they offered to do it for less. The price
continued to be cut until the firm was driven out of the business. The hands employed
were then allowed to make all they could earn at the present prices ; the girls by work-
ing hard could only earn 40 cents a day on piece work, and quit. Since that time the
work has been_divided between women, girls and Chinese. The work doue by Chinese
is let by contract to Chinese bosses, who sublet, or engage their own men by the month,

Certain parts of the trade an> entirely in the Lands of the Chinese. Women are said to

carn from $20 to 30 pev' month ; apprentices, 810 a month,

All the employers rnszaged-in this business stated that sufficient white women and
“girls were not obtainable; and one stated that if the Chinese were deported, he would
have to go out of business, All, however, agreed that the present_supply was ample,

and no injury would be done to the trade if no more Chinese were-admitted.






