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REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS COTE AND Y:LEOD.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Orraws, March 29, 1801,
The Honourable Crirrorp Sirion, K.C.,
Minister of the Interior.

Sm,—Wo have the heneur to report that in conformity with the commission is-
sued to us bearing date March 21, 1900, tnd the order in council of the 2nd of the
ssme month, as amended by subsequent o1ders in couiil, vesting in us power to in-
veatigate and adjudicate upon the claims to Jand or serip arising out of the extinguish-
wment of the Indian title, preferred by or on behalf of half-breeds born between July
15, 1870, and the er? of the year 1885, in the organized districts of the North-west
Territovies, or in that portion of territory included in the province of Manitoba as
now constituted, which was not within the said province, as coustituted under the Ma-
nitoba Act, 83 Victorin, Chapter 8, we heard evidence in support of 2,111 individual
claims to share in the grant authorized by ‘he aforcsaid orders in council and para-
graph ‘f’ of clause 90 of the Dominici: Lands Aect, u¢ amended by section 4 of the
Aect 62-63 Victoria, Chapter 16 (1899), at sit‘ings held tetween May 15 and December
11 last, in the Saskatchewan distriet, a% the following places +—

Prince Albert, St. Louis, Batoche, Snake Plains, Sandy Take, Devil’s Lake, Green
Lake, Battleford, Onion Lake, Bresaylor, Fort & la Corne, Sturgeon River, Cumber-
land, Birch River Portage, The Pas, Cedar Lake, Grand Rapids, Saskatoon and Red
Deer Lake.

Having ascertained that there were no half-breeds to come before us at Montrea!
Lake, we held a sitting at Red Deer Lake instead of at the former place as had been
previously arranged.

In accordance with the instructions contained in the letter of May 5, 1000, from
the Hon. James Sutherland, then acting Minister of the Interior, we also heard evi-
dence in respect of thirty-five claims from half-breeds who were born prior to July 15,
1870,

All the foregoing claims have been entered in the Registera of Claims, Nos. 1 and
2, in which is also recorded the action taken by us on each case. An alphabetical in-
dex to such cleims containicg all necessary information in- relation thereto has also
been carefully prepared. These books, the unuted blank certificates enfrusted to u.
(0 2093 to 2199, inclusive, D 1873 to 1899, inclusive, E 711 to 799, inclusive, F 859 to
899, inclusive, odd numbers only), the stubs of the certificates we issued and the car-
tiflcates we cancelled, have been handéd into your department. .

Woe issued in all 1,851 certificates (money scrip) calling for serip redeemable in
"the purchase of Deminion Lands, aggregating 8844,266.55, and 492 land certificates
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covering an area of 117,860 acres of land. The certifica’ s so issued may be classified
as follows :—

" 974 for $240 each to persens claiming in their own right.
343 for $240 each to the heirs of deceased persons.

1,317 for$240 ... ..o i i e e e e $316,080 00
18 for 8190 each . ... ... ciit i Laie cae e 5,420 00
THOr 880 cnveiinn e e e e e 30 00

515 for fractional scrip to the heirs of deceased half- .
Breeds. .o ceve caih e e e e s 24,7368 65

1,851 £344,268 55

492 T.and Certificates covering an area of...... ..... 117,080 acres.

2,343

Of these 492 land certificates, 487 certificates were for 240 acres each, 184 of
which were issued to the heirs of deceased half-breeds, and five were for 160 acres each.

The tabulated statement appended hereto shows in detail the scrip certificates is-
sued at each place visited by the commission, a8 well as the dates of its sittings.

The elaims dealt with by us may be classified as follows :—

Claimas allowed, preferred by persons in their own right.. .... 1,352
Olaims allowed, preferred on behalf of the heirs of deceased
BALE-DICERE. v oo v v een vone sane svae suns sare sane cons 038
Claims preferred by persons born before the 15th July, 1870.. 35
Claims rezerved for further evidence or special recommendation 23
Claims disallowed in addition to those, which, upon preliminary
examination, were not entertained ... ... oo e s 98

2,140

Tists of disallowed and reserved claims, as well as of the claims preferred by per-
gons born prior to July 15, 1870, have been filed in the department with the records of
the commission.

Among tho claims which have been allowed, thero are 45 which have not been
satisfied by an issue of certificates, as the persons entitled thereto were absent.  In
these cases, however, upon the claimants applying thercfor to the department, the serip
can be sent to them. This course may salso be followed with respect to shares of serip
which have not yet been delivered to the heirs of deceased persons,

The claims already referred to of persons born prior to July 185, 1870, sre barred
on account of their not having been presented within the timo presecribed by the orders
in ccuncil of April 20, 1885, and March 12, 1892, tho former fixing May 1, 1886, and
ths latter May 1, 1894, before which dates Manitoba claims and North-west claims,
respectively, had to be submitted. .

We alao find from the evidence taken in these cages, that some of the applicants
were residents on July 16, 1870, in a portion of the North-west Territories which has
not yet been ceded by the Indians under treaty, but that for many yeavs they have
beea living in ceded territory, most of them having their domicile in Prince Albert,
Tn view of these focts, we are of the opinioa that these claimants should be treated as
Worth-west half-breeds, and if it is proposed to reopen the latter class of clanims, that
their claims should be dealt with on the merits of the evidence submitted, irrespective
of their residence at the transfer in territory not yet ceded.

As it scems to us expedient and in the publie interest now that a final settlement
is being made with the North-west half-breeds, that all claims, including Manitoba
clairna a3 well, which have been refused by the department from time to time, merely
on account of their baing barred by the two orders in council last mentioned, should
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be allowed, we beg to recommend that steps be taken to deal with this olass of claims
in the same manner as if they hed been presented in due time.

A good deal of evidenes also had to be taken in many cases, after a claim had
been allowed, with regard to powers of attorney which had previously been obtained—
most of them some years ago—by intending buyers of the claimant’s serip, which clear-
ly showed that, with the exception of a few cases, no consideration whatever had been
paid, and that the price mentioned in the agreement which was to be paid for the scrip
was far below the current price. 1In dealing with these cases, we were guided entirely
by the instruetions contained in the order in council of March 13, 1900, which stipu-
lated that, unless we wera satisfied that such powers of attorney, or assignments, did
not operate to the disadvantage of the half-breed, they wers not to be accepted ; and
in no case did we deviate from the position we took at the outset of exacting the pay-
ment in our presence to the claimant of the full current price paid for sorip before
delivering the scrip to the holder of a power of attorney or assignment. While this
courege proved satisfactory to the claimants, strong objection was taken to it by some
of the buyers.

Had these powers of attorney been recognized, as a matter of course, much dis-
satisfaction would have been created among the half-breeds generally, whetaer nerson-
ally concerned in the transaction or not ; and, in our opinion, a great injustico xould
have been done to the claimants, who, according {o the evidence obtained by us, wero
ignorant of the purport of the documents they had been induced to sign, and which
they most emphatically repudiated.

There were, however, a few bona fide transastions where a substantial sum had
been paid on account of tho purchase price of the serip ; but, where tha nawera of at-
torney in such cases wero presented to us and the price agreed upon was found to bo
below the established price, the attorney was also required, before receiving the serip
certificate from us, to pay over tha balance due the claimant at the rete at which serip
was being bought for at the time.

At Green lake we met a number of Isle & la Crosse half-breeds who were very
anxious that the Indians of their section of the territories should be treated with, in
order thiit thoy, tho half-breeds, might receive their scrip for themselves and their
children. There aro also, it was represented to us, a fow half-brecd families at Stavley
Mission and Pelican Narrows, all of which places will, no doub:, bs covered by iha
game {reaty when the tract of land lying north of the casterly vortion of the land in-
cluded in Treaty No. 6 is ceded by the Indians of that part of ‘he country.

With the exception of a few isolated claims which were uot presented to us last
summer on account of the absenco of the claimants, our work in the Baskatchewan
district has been completed, and we are pleased to be able to state that the settlement
mado appears to have given entire satisfaction to all concerned.

There still remain, however, to be investigated and dea't with under our commis-
sion the claims of half-breeds in that portion of the provin:e of Manitoba, already re-
ferred to; which heretofore formed part of the Territories ; and we would have pro-
cceded, after the compleiion of our investigation in the Saskat: ewan district, to deal
with these claims had we not received instructions to the contrary. .

In closing our repert, we desire to mention that we received much assistance in
the performance of our duties from Messrs. Oharles fisher, M.L.A., and Edouard
Bourgeois, the secretary and clerk of the commission, respectively. Mr. Fisher's
thorough knowledge of the Fnglish, French and Cres languages, and of the people
" whose claims we had to deal with, rendered his serviess most valuable to us.

We have the honour to be, sir,
Your ohedient servants,

N. 0. COTE,
8. MJLEOD,

Commissioners.
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