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To The Honocuravle
Rayond Préfontaine,

Minister of lMarine and ri f*"a“ies,

ottavn,

THE Cox':uninsiéners,ai‘ter considering mong:
cartefully ‘o‘.'xe> various phases i the salion fishery
_4in Britisii Colunbia,esrecially in cormectlon with the
gerious crisis that has arisen owing to -m use of .
trap-nets by the United Statos fishermen in the Am-
grican vaters cf‘Puget gound,have tiia honouvr to re-.
port as follows: ’ |
. PHE Comeaisgicners cannct ipncre the fact
1 at the changed conditions in such en industry as .
the vast salion industry on the Pacific coast,demand
alteraticns poth in the liethods ¢f fighing and in
4t he regulations gonernny. It is oJ.eaf that tlm trap- - -
net,- ¢t whiuh threa or rour hundred arn qet on the
United states shore,- has mivédured a nev. 1hase,wiich
did not exi st vnen thie prasent regu‘l.xtmnq vare from-
ed, [t is undeniable that a large nortto*l of the sel-

mon schools coming in 1‘rom tne opan 828 twoum Fuoa

Strait am maxing ror the Praser River,ars

?
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by ihe United States trars, Tt is alleged that the
cost of these fish to the United States camers is
ccnsiderably less than the cost of the fish,caught
LYy the Canadian Tisheriten,to the Canadian canners,
In view of this,the Commission unanimously reccmne;nda
that: |

\ 1. THE use of Purse Seines be permitted in
Bri tish columbia,

PURSE SEINES,

PURSE genes are movable,and can be so
used a3 10 capture the fish wherever-they nay be
Moving, s¢ that the Canadian fisheruen vould be given
increused orvorturities ¢f taking the Fraser River
gaimon befcréﬁhey reaclied the United States linvits,
Purse seines involve the employment of congiderable
labour, eisht or ten ishernen at least being requir-
ed to werk a net,and it is possihle fer a number of
{ishernien t6 combine togetlier to vrovide the tug and
gear necessary for working purse seines, Expensive
netheds ot iishing,such as trap-nets ;ﬁ)penr in-
ovitably to pive a monopoly of the fishing operatims
to capitalists and canners of tieans,thus placing the

peorer fishermen at a digadvantage, The use of purse

seines will,to gae extent at least,meet this dif-
ficulty, There are five points in favour cf purse
seines,- points upon which great stress was laid in
the evidence before the Commigsion: :

THE salricn will be caught bvefore recching
the United States’ nets;

THE schools of fish will ts broken up and

the United States catclies lessaned;

THE British Colunbig fishing seascn will

N
be lengthened by two or three wseks,becnuse the fish \/
' .owild | k




vi 1 be enught earlier,that is,just aft.r en-
tering the Strait of Fuca;

- SHITE fishermen,rathzr tian Jeps ond for-
g ipners would be cmployed;

PUNSE seine privileges would be availanhle
fcr all parties,and would nct be menopoli-ed by capi-
talists,

THRE Commiugioners would urpe that the Act
rreaibiting purse seines be amended without delay,
g6 that purse geines,as an experiment,can be granted

this sianer,

TRAP-NETS,

[2] VITH regrrd to trap-neis,the Commissioners
realize that the huge salnion trarg used on the United
States shores are nmost effective in taking fish in
large quant itica’ and cneaply. Of course many loca-
ticns on tie United States’ shores are found to yield
peor returns,and there is preat variaticn in the
success of trap-neis at different points, It ia by
no means clear thet trep-nets can be successfully
operated gensrally on ocur British cclumhis shores,
net only because the fish may not move sufficiently
close Ain—shore to be taken by trap-nets,which run
out from below ylow-vmter mark; but heavy seas and
tides in many places would endanger the sarety of
these nets,which are extremely costly beth in re-
gard to material and {ixing up,

IT-i8 impossible to immore the faet that
there in a large body 0_1‘ fisnenien vho rely uncn
gill-netting, and vho wouid be vholly unable to taie
part in trap-netting., These men fish generally in
thoe esturry of the Fraser tiver and out in the Strait
of deorria, snd might be sericusly affected hy trap-
nats,vhieh woul(! mtarcppt the snlncn hefore thay

ocould
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could reach the Strait of Cecrpia.

O the other ha.d,from a business point
of view,it seens ressonavle to rant to the British
columbia canners the most s{ricient and economioal
methois of fishing,such ag are permitted in the ad-
jacent waters, put if trap-nets are fayourably con-
gidered,there are nome detéils which would reaquire
consideration. '1'“nus,1t would appeer fair that canners,
whc have vast interests,should be plac~d on the sIN6
footing in regard to the allot;nent of trap-net 1lo—
caticns, Dissatisfaction and endless trouble would
arise if bany particular fisaleriien or parties were

given the pest locations,and other firms with large

_ vested intereats,were 1688 farourably treated. It

was suggested that the Government mignt operate trap—
nots and supply the salmon av actual cost ‘to the
canners,while it vas £lso guggosted that t‘né trap-
not locaticns ghould be put up at guction; but both
of these coursrs are objectionavle. |
AGAIN, the commisgioners are strongly of
opinion that white labour éhould be employed on such
trap-nets,were they allowed,and that Cliinene,Japan-
ese and other foreimm labour should be discouraged
or altogether prchibited, thus in any case,were: this
done,tnere would b a demend for white labour,viiich
would go to meet theo}?osition to trap-nets of the

white fishermen,

3 BUCCESTED LA TRTION GROORAPHICAL LIMITS.

tane uers (3.4 ;,‘,q"’ *\mnau? [SJI}EO}‘.TAW witnesses urged before the Com-

mission that if trap-nets and purse geines were per-
mitted, they should be confin~d to the waters scuth
of the 49%h, parallel, This was very strongly urged

in victoria. The reascn urged VWas th‘at the canners

and fisharien in the gouthern part of British Colum-
bia -




Cdlumbia had diredtly to face the sompetiticn of
the United States traps,and viere more immediately
arffected than the canners and fishermen further north,

TiE commisgioners fail to see that such a
restriction would be fully justifiable,and are of
opinion that purse geines should be allowed in all
the waters of British Columbia coast,as the induatry
in the northern portion of British(elumbia has reel-
ly tb face American competition just as much as that
in the soutiern part of the Province, If the gouthern
caners desire nev methods.of fighing to ;heapen tle
cost and meet United States’ competition,the nirthern
caﬁnera have the seme clailm to cheapen the methods
of obtaining saluon,

THT recoimmendation would apply n1s0 to
trap-nets,if in the opinion of the Minister,thesa

nets should be allowed in our Pacific waters,

BOAT-PULLERS' PRERMITS,

(éﬂ THE Cormisaioners rescommend that the Boat-
pullers' permits,at present required by law,be abol-
ished,

| THE object of the Permits was a good one,
It was found that Unitad States{and other foreipgn
fisherinen,being prevented by our regulations from
taking out licenses and using a fishing poet 1 ouxr
waters,induced some British subject 15 take out the

license, and trey were thus found fishing in our bhoats
Kak

“under puise ¢f beat-pullers., It wac decided,to pre-

veunt this abuse tlie hoat-pu lers,ns well as the fish-
ennen,should texe out a ypormit or licanse,pranted
only i0 British subjects, This permit wus grantad

at a nominnl fee,nid indeed was -0t required in the
cnse o~ Indiens. A good deal uf friotion,however,and

airtiowdty
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diffioulty apsecrs to have arigen from the boat-
yuller's requiv:ex.‘.ent,and. in view of the asall ad-
vantape resulting,tiie Comnissioners'reconmend that

it should be gbclished,

HATCHING OF SALINON,

4

I\S.] Ti% commissloners cannot too strongly urge
nat the Covermment extend as far as pogsible the
grtificial hatching of salmon and inoreasing the
gupply of these valuable :tmh m the waters ncrth
of the Freser River, At Rivers Inlet t‘ne Naas River,
aid at three or four otnor points in northern British

¢clunbia, splmon ‘natcneries gnould be erected vrithout

delay, These waters are distant from the United States’
boundary,and there ig nsi the saiie danger of United
gtates fisherren appropriating owr fishery raaoUrces
ps is the case in Puget Sound, |

IF the Minister decides that “twio or three
newv nat-heries should be erected immediately,in time
fer operation next fall. she conmisasioner of Pisheries
viculd be prepared to at once make detailed reports

fer the guidance of the Hinist~T.

iN conclusion,tne conmaiasdaners, vhile Loy~
ing wefore the Hinister, tne main points which came
up for consideration during the ddurse of the com—
misgion, feel that in the oaseé cf aane of theme points,
the parties interested in the Lolnon industry desire
that some stepa Bhould ve taien at once, The United

States canners are extending their operations and

ars




are deing their ullicst to injure the British Colum-

bia seimen industry. This year they are making g1~
ga tic efforts to dlaiensely inererse their pack of
£igh,vhich the Miniatar is avara,aliost solely con-
sigts in Puget Scund of Frazer River salmen; but
the fact reméina that there are a great number of
intfluential partics iﬁ British Columbia who feel
that eauvtion and circumspect act:;cr. js absolutely
necsagary. Ho doub't haste mipht vork rerious iﬁjury,

i aud vary delibarate sters on thet acoocunt,would ap-

i pear :o be most justifiable,
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* %  Altached %o this Refort are a number ét Memorieals
* ~ and documents reccived qu:bse.cbue.nk‘ t the l—;u'L\*uc.

sith'ngs of the Commisdion,




