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THE Co1:41insionerr3,aft^,r ccrls~.~lnrin~ ►noA,

esu•eful.ly the various ph83es c7. the fishhry

in T3r :lt isii Columbia, eHY~eciaily in connection with th e
. . . . . . . • . .

•
tieriolb9 cri fsie that has t1risP,n o71inf; t", the use Of

trap-netq by the United Statos f i^h3i•i1i011 in the Ar :l-

ericeai troters cf Puget 5ound,have the iionovr to re- ,

11ort as fOllo178 :

THE Co103icsicnerq ca.n.•.ot imore the fact

t': .at the changed conditions in such Pli industry as

t he vast sali-.ion industry on the Pacific coast,demand

alterations both in the methods cf fittlinr and in

the regulations (;Anern]1y . It is clernc that the trap-

net,- of whioh three or four trandred are set on the

United States rhore,- hab tn444ttretd a new ~ nase,wniah

did not exist when the prmeent reealats(Ats wnrg frm-

ed. f t is undeniable that p large Portion r,f the 8e1-

mon eahoola eaning in t`s•= the open 813a t:1rou* Fuoa'

:3t rait n~i merlcin~ ~or the J?raear. Riv8a► , ar~e ~t►~



by the United States' tra,,s . It i s allef;Pd that the

cost of the'3e fi rih to the United ;tr.te9 cannArs is

ccn5iderably less than the cost of the finh,cauCht

b y the Canadian , .̂ isheraaen, to the Calia43 ian c2 nners .

In vierr of th ~ s, the Commission unanimously reccimnends

t ilat :

pURsE THE use of Purse Seittes be nermittAd in

British Columbia . '

PURSE SPIN~ .S .

Ptt}tSF; AP lttles are movable, nnd can be go

used as t o capture the fish wherevgr they may be

r.ioving, sc that the Canndian fishermen rrould loe given

increa,ed ol-portttr.ities of taking, the Fraser River

e .:lmon befcre they reached the United States lJjxits .

Purse seines involve the emploSTiient of considerable

labour, e i ;;it or ten fishermen at least beint, requj.r-

ed t o crcrk a net, aixi it is possible for a n .:jal>er of

i'isheri,:en to combine together to provide the tur, and

gear necessary for working purse s e tnes . Fxponsive

methods of i7shing, euch as trap-nets appear in-

c3vitahly to give a monopoly of the fir0ing o}k~raticn'.s

to capitaliets and canaers of t:eane,tht.s placing the

poorer fishermen at a dteadvantr.►ge . The use of purse

seines will,to some extent at least,meet this dif-

ficulty. There are five points in favour cfpurse

seines,- points upon rrhi.ch great stress was laid in

the ev?dence before the Co i m i saion :

THE salr:tcn will be cauUht before reaching

the United states' nets ;

THE sohoole of fish will re broken up and

the United States catches leassned ;

THE British Colunbie, fishing seascn All

be lengthened by two or three rieeke,beoauae the fieh

Rül,



5 .

. cr i', 3. be c„urht earlier, that ie, just fti't,.r en-

tering the 5tra'lt of Fuca ;

:1ILT1; fishermen,rath,r t':.an Japs and for-

-1,i;ners ti•rou).d be onn)loyed ;

PUiZSF qF'inc3 privileges would be avaiia",le

for all parties,r+nd would not be monopoli~ed by capi-

t al ist 4 .

iüF Cotroni:,sioners would uI~re that the Act

lrchibitir>Fi purse seines be sunended without delay ,

9o that purr,e 3einee,as an experiment,es:n be rxnnted

thi s s i anrner .

C`,Z, t^tregn,rd to tral`-net g , t;~l e Commisaioners

realize that the huge sau.ion tral)g used on the Unite d

States shcres are most effective in taking fish in

large q uantitios Wid cheaply . Of course many 100a-

tiens on the United States' shores are found, to yiel d

poor return3,e.nd there jr, (T ent variation in the

success of trap-nets at d.i{'ferent points . It in by

no means clear that trap-tjettcc can be successfully

oparatP(i mnsrally on our British Coltunm n. shores ,

not only because the fish may not move sufficiently .

close in-shore to be tru:en by tral)-nets,tvhich run

out from belcnr lor;-vrater mn.rk ; bat heavy seas and

tides in many places would endanger the safety o f

these nets,l7hieh are extreraely costly both in re-

grard to material and fixing up .

IT -is impossible to ignore the fact tha t

~h"re in a large body of fisiiewnen who rely upon

;;ill-netting,nnd who would be rrho3ly unable to take

part in trap-netting. These men fish generally i n

the entL.rny or the Fra3er ',tiver and out in the Strait

of CoorrptA,and miqht be seriouqly AffeBtRd by trap-

ttgte,,r:,ich rrould int9raept the snlmai before they



cou7.d r each the Strait of Georgia .

ON the other hm :d,from a bus',neRs Point

of vier~,it seer.is reFSonable to .nt to the British

; oiumbia canners the most si-ficient and economical

metho(Is of fishing,riueh an are permitted in the ad-

jacent waters ; but if trqp-nets are favourably con-

sidered,there are some detail.s crhich crotild require

congid.Pration . Thus,it tivould appear fair that canners,

Who have vas t intereato, should be plac-d on the stv.e

in regard to the allotment of trap-net lo-
footing

caticns . Dissatisfaction and endless trouble woul d

arise if any particular fiqileriaen or parties were

given the beat locations,and other firms with large

veqt?d interests,rrere less fa,iourably treated . I t

1_ea~t~s~ 4t~ til< : ~, .~~ ..

was suggested that the Government mi&t operate trap-

nots and aupT)lY the sa]mon a-„ actual cost to the

cannèrs,while it nas also auf'Gested that the trap-

not loc;aticns should be put up at auction ; but both

of these courses are obiAOtionable .

AGAIN,the Cotmniasioners are strongly of

opinion that white labour should be emPloyed on such

trap-nets,were they allowed, and that C :.inene,Japan-

eqe and other foreign labour ahoulci be discourRged

or altogether prchibitfxi,thus in any eage,vrere~ this

done,there crould be a demand frir white labmr,which

would go to meet the %osition to tra,p-nets of the

white fishernen ,

3. ~iVCGCST~D 1-1M1~ATlotf
GEOGRAPHICAL LIkSITS .

of: pV2SH EIti~•5 b-
IbtPOfiTAt?P r:itnesaes urged before the Com-

2 ~l ~~ ~ i

r mission that if trap-nets and purse seines were per-

mitted, they should be confind to the w aters ocuth

of the 49th . a8irallel . This vms very strongly urged

in victoria. The reascn urged was that the canner e

and fisherraen in the southern part of British CO1umt-

bin



Columbia had ctirectly to face the oompetiticn of

the United states traps,and were more iiiunecilate3.y

affected than the canners and fisherrien further north .

THE Cormnissioners fail to see that sucy a

restriction v+oulcj be fully justifiable,and are of

opinion that purge seines sliould be allowed in all

the waters of British Columbia ooast, as the indaatry

in tt:-~ northern portion of BritishCOlumbia has real-

ly to face American competition just an much as that

in the sout ::ern part of the Province . If the southern

ca-iners des-ire new met',ods of fishinB to cheapen the

cannera have the aame claim to cheapen the method s

cost and meet United states'aompetition,the ncrthern

of obtaining ealrdon .

TH r :; reco»:iendation would apply n-190 to

trap-neta,if in the opinion of the Ifiniater,these

nets should be allowed in our Pacific waters .

BOAT-PUI,LLRS ' PF.RA'•ITS .

THE Comnissioners recanmend that the Boat-

pullera' permits, at present required by lt ►v ► ,be abo1-

ished.

THE object of the Permits was a good one*

it was found that Unit .9d ststes~. and other foreirm

fishermen,beinE; prevented by our regulations from

taking out licenses and using a fishi ;?,; boat il our

waters, indw.ed some British sub j eet to take out the

lice.ise, anci they were thus found fi .shinsy, in our boats
,Ikar

und.er guise of bcat-pullors . It va4 deeided',to pro-

vent this abuse the boat-pu lers,as well as the fi sh-

ornen,should tN:ce out a permit or liegnae,granted

only to British subjacts . T-,~,ln pormit was frnnt3d

at a nominftl fee, rcnd indeed vais • ;ot required in the

case c" IndiP.ns . A good deal of friQtion,horrever,and

dilYiaLU.ty



arg to have arisen from the boat-
d i1fioulty ani e

~ u11er' e eq•air%: Ant, and. in viev Of the ea].1 ad-

vantaCe reRtLl.ting,t:ie Comnissioners'reooMend that

it shculd be abrlir`_'•ed •

Cx k1 .L :.~ ., , urge
1 5~ ~xT, Comnissioners cannot too stronrly

the GovArrnlPnt extend as fr3a' as possible the

artificial hatching, of eeInon and inareasing the

aup,>ly of these valuable f'inY, in the waters nort
h

of the Fraser River
. At Rivers Tnlet,the 17aas River,

a
:id at three or four other points in northern British

Columbia, srlnon hatcheriP q should be rreoted tiyithout

delay
. These waters are distant from the Uni

.ted States'

bounr;.ary, and there is nct tua sa+.ie de:1C,er of United

States' fi.shermen aPprcpriating our fi
:3h3rv resourees

as is the case in Puget Sound .

IF the Minister decides that two or three

n3`r hat•~heriee ehould be erected itt
►redi.ately,in time

for opcration next fa]
.1- "4he Conunissioner of Fisheries

,nould he prel)arOd to at once mahe detailed reports

fcr the guidance of the Minist~v .

IN conclusion,tjle ûcr~v
;~isadnners,ti'rhile ls~-

in~ before the biiniater,the main -Points which cerne

up for 30-,-,sideration duri.nF, the éourae of the Con,-

the parties interested in the ,^vnon industr
y

that some stePs shouid be taken at once . The United

States canners are extending their operations and

are

f
mission,feel that in the

aa~e c scme of these points,



are dcinf; t'r,e9r utr.ic.rst to injure the Briti9h Colum-

bif: ,r?men j n (lustry . iiiia vear they are yna}cinE F;i-

tic ef'frtr , to i~ :v :~Pnsely incre -.Ge their pack off;a b

iic2i,•~:~hich the ldinist-*r is 1~~rary,al»ofst Ftolely Con-

:i .i. :it~3 in Pu et .i014lC'L Of i'rF:3er River nii .lfllOni bUt

the fact rem iina that t 1nere ar- (3 a(,rroa t number of

ara d.ocu.rnenis rec.é% ved swbseJwa v%k' ro FiwA ,

influential partiea in Brfti-;:'l Colwnhin ti•rho feel

tint cF ..t ion and circt.m rT~ect e.eti t.* . je; ab 3olutely

necHSflflry. tlo doubt hante might worl: serio;.n iniury,

a .ld very delibArate ntel,e on that Pccoant,croüld ap-

pear to be 1aost ,? ustifiablo .

Al•l-achtd to this ReCwrr o .re a nu .r-06e v- oE XeTnarieA S

~:s oF (Aie C.omrnisGtor ,siLj:in,e


