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——Phe Committee subinit the same for approva]
_ (SBigned), JOHN J, McGEE,, . oo

ORDER IN COUNUIL RE APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONER

Privy Council,
Canada.

‘ ernacr fmm 6 Report of Hw C'ommtllee of the Honourable the anJ Council, approved

by the Governor General on June 20, 1204.

On a report dated Junc 16, 1804, from the Minister of Labour, submitting that by
an Ordet in Council passed on May 23, 1904, it was referred to His Honour Judge
Winchester, senior judge of the County Court of the county of York as commissioner
under chapter 114, Revized Statutes of Canada, to inquire into certain complaints
respecting the alleged employment of aliens in connee:ion with the proposed National
Transcontinental Railway, and that such inquiry is now in progress; that complaints
have been made that a large number of Italian laboarers have recently been brought
to the city of Montreal; that it bas been represented that many of these persons were
induced to come to this country through representnnons made by persons in Canada
that there was great need of labour in the Dominion in connection with various publie

- works and” enterpnscs, ‘and that certain agenceics and organizations are at the nresent

time in existence in the city of Montreal for the purpose of further promoting such
immigration; that many of the said persons on reaching Montreal failed to find employ-
ment as represented, and that in consequence much distress has resulted among those
who have been so induced to come to Canada, and serious dissatisfacti-n has arisen
among Canadian workingmen in the said city and clsewhere in the Dominion; that it
is expedient that an inquiry be made to ascertain the circuinstances which iuduced the
said Italian labourers to come to Montreal, and the persons engaged, directly or indirect-
Iy, in promoting their immigration, and the means and methods ndoptcd in bringing
about such immigration. -

The Minister recommends that the said Judge Winchester make such further
inquiry in connection with the present commission, and that the said Order in Council

> be amended by adding after the words  the nature of the appointment applied for and

the result of such application,’ the vrords, ¢ also that an inquiry be had as to the circum-
stances which have induced Italian labourers to come to the city of Montreal from
other countries during the present year, the persons engaged directl,v or indirectly in
promoting their unmlgratmn and the ieans and methods
such immigration.” - - ———————

The Honourable
The Minister of Labour.

" Olerk of of the Privy Council,

doptca in brmgmg about”,
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CQMMISSION :

(Sgd.) TRopERT SEDGEWICK,
Deputy Governor, General,
[L. 8.]

CANADA.

Epwarp the SB\E\Tll,by tho Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, and of the British Dominions beyond the Scas, King, Defender of
the Faith, Emperor of India.
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T all whom these presents shall come, or whom the same may in anywise concern—
Greeling:

WheReAs in and by an Order of Qur Governor Genera] in Council bearing dato
tle twentieth day of June, in the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and
four, provision has been made for an investigation by our Commissioner therein and
hereinafter named with respect to certain matters therein mentioned as upon refor-
ence to the said Order in Council, a copy of which is hereto anncxed, will more fully
at large appear, such order being an amendment of the Order of our Governor Gen-
cral in Council, cited in our certain letters patent, bearing date the twenty-third day
of May, one thousand nine hundred and four, authorizing and empowering our said
Commissioner to investigate certain matters therein referred to.

Now Xxow YE that by and with the advice of Our Privy Council for Canada,
we do by these presents nominate, constitute and appoint His Honour John Winches-
ter, Judge of the County Court of the County of York, in the Province of Ontario,
to be cur Commissioner to conduet such inquiry.

i To uave, hold, exercise and enjoy the said office, place and trust unto the said
‘ John Winchester, together with rights, powers, privileges and emoluments unto the
said office, place and trust of right and by law appertaining during pleasure,

Axp We do hereby under the authority of the Revised Statute respecting in-
quiries concerning public matters, confer upon our said Commissioner the power of
summoning before him witnesses and of requiring them to give evidence on outh
orally or in writing, or on_ solemn affirmation_ if thoy. are persons entitled to affirm
_in.civil-matters,-and to produce such documents-and things as our-said Commissioner -
ohall deem requisite to the full investigation of the matters into which he is hereby ]

- _nppointed-to-examing, — - oo e

ANe We do hereby require and direct our said Commissioner to report to our Min-
ister of Labour of Canida the results of his investigation, together with the evidence
taken before him and any opinion he may sce fit to express thereon.

e I TESTINON Y Whereol We Tiave causcd these Our Letters to be made Patent and
the Great Seal of Canada to be herounto affixed.—Witness The Honourable Robert
Sedgewick, Deputy of Our Right Trusty and Right Well-Beloved Cousin and. Coun-
cillor The Right Honourable Sir Gilbert John Elliot, Earl of Minto and Viscount
Melgund of Melgund, County of Forfar, in the Peerage of the United Kingdom;
Baron Minto of Minto, County of Roxburgh, in the Peerage of Great Britain; Bar.
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viit ' COMMIBSION

onct of Nova Séotia; Knight Grand Cross of Our Most Distinguished Order of Saint
Michael and Saint George; ete., ete., Governor General of Canada.,

Y

At our Goverament House, in our City of Ottawa, this thirticth day of June,
in the year of Our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and four, and jn the fourth year
of our reign,

By Command,

T (Sgd) _JOSEPH-POPE; -~ -
Under Secretary of Stats,

(Sgd.) A. Powe,
Acting Deputy of the
Minister of Justice, Canada.

N - {
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LETTER TRAN&MITTING REPORT OF GOMMISSION.EIR

Torox70, March 24, 1905,

The Honourable
Sir WiLLiay Murock, K.C.A.G., AP,
Minister of Labour, Ottawa.

Sm,~I have the honour to transmit to you the result of my investigation as Special
Commissioner appointed te inquire as to the immigration of Italian labourers to the
City of Montreal in the year 1904, togqther with the evidence takefi before me and
documents produced.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(8gd.) JNO. WINCHESTER,

Commissioner.




REPORT OF COMMISSIONER

_..in Canada;-that -during the.year-1903-the Canadian-Pacific Railwsy-alone-employed -

T B ———ToRoxT0, larch 24,1005, ‘_‘_*“
To the Honourable ‘ s :
Sz WiLLiay Mureck, K.CM.G., M.P., -
Minister of Labour, '
Ottawa,

Sr,—I have the honour to report that pursuant to the Royal Commission issued -
to me, bearing date June 30, 1904, authorizing me to inquire as to the circupstances
which induced Italian labourers to come to the City of Montreal from other countrics
during the year 1004, the persons engaged, directly or indirectly, in promoting their
immigration, and the methods adopted in bringing about such immigration, I prose-
cuted such inquiry in the City of Montreal cn the 30th June, 1st, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21at,
99nd, 23rd, 25th and 26th days of July, 1004. o o

During the first- five days of such inquiry I inspected the correspondence in the
offices cof Messrs. Alberto Dini and Antonio Cordasco, as. well as that in the office of
Qeorge E. Burns, officer in charge of the specinl service department of the Canalian
Pacific Railway Company., Having obtained translations of the correspondence found
\n the possession of Mr. Dini and Mr. Cordasco, it being in Italian, I appointed the 21t
July, 1904, to proceed with the examination of witnesses at the Court House in Mon-
treal, and on that date I began the examination and continued same until the close of
the inquiry on July 26, during which time I examined 62 witnesses,

The Circumatances Inducing Italian Immigration.

The evidence shows that for some years past a considerable number of Italians have
been employed in connection with the construction of railways and other public works

3,144, Of these, 1,200 wore in Moatreal and the remainder came from the United States.

__but that in the year 1901 there was a strike on the Canadian Pacific Railway, and he |

M¥, Burns in his cxamination staicd that since the summer of 1901 he engaged Ttalian
labourers for the Canadian Pacific Railway, almost exclusively through Mr. Cordasce.
Previous to that year he had employed other agents, namely, Mr. Dini, the two Schen- ~
ke=s, and possibly one or two otheis, in obtaining Ttalian labourers for the company,

made special arrangemente with Mr, Cordasco to obtain Italian labourers for the ail-
wey. Cordasco in turn employed agents in the United States tn assist him in getting

" the required number. ‘
With reference to the number of labourers required for the year 1004, the evidence

given by Mr. Burns was of a contradictory character. Referring to the obtaining of
Italian labouvers he gave the following evidence :—

=




ol . REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION

¢Q. Did he (Cordasco) visit the United States with you last year, last September?
—A. He did, Your Honour. ' . . -
‘Q. What for I—A. He went down for the purpose of getting some ngencies for »
steamship companies,
‘Q. Was that for the purpose of getting Italians from Italy 7—A. T do not know
about that; the way it came about was this ¢ he had a regular office and was doing a
large business, but he had no-steamship .agencies, and of course when these Italians
- come back from work most of them have a good deal of money which they want to send |
over to their relatives and friends, some for their wives and children, and they buy .
———these steamship prepaid tickets. Cordasco was desirous of getting a line of these tickets
from the different stearuship agents, and he came to mo about the matter, and I told
him he could casily get agencies if he made the propér representstions to the agents in
New York. _
‘Q. You recommended him?—A. I took somo steps to get these agencies for him.
‘Q. Did you appoint him sole agent for the company—A. I never appointed him
sole agent; I have always reserved the right to cancel any agreément I had with him; -
there was no definite period.
fQ. You have s2en hia advertiscment from time to time?—A. T have.
‘Q.In which he states that he is sole agent?—A. Yes, T think that is the trans-
lation, that he is the only agent for the Canadian Pacific Railway.---
‘Q. Besides being an iinmigration agent he is interested in a newspaper called
Corriere del Canada ¥—A. 1 believe ho is the owner.
‘Q. You advertise in that, do you, Mr. Burns?—A,. There i3 an advertisement there.

i
|
§;

Q. Ts it with your authority, you authorized it —A. Yes, '
‘Q. Your method of getting workmen was to call upon Cordasco for a certmin
number when you nceded them —A. We ere entirely dependent upon orders from the
_divisions which_come through the superintendents, and we have no means of atating |
exactly when men are required, and formerly the superintendents would send in orders,
and they do it yet. These orders are generally by telegram. Mr. Skinner is telephoned,
and if he is busy Mr. Cordasco is called upon to arrange the matter. A copy of the
telegram sent in by the superintendent is sufficient notice for him to go ahead.
‘Q. Then at the end of the year you would estimate the number you would re-
nuire for the following season —A. As far as Italians are concerned. ; :
‘Q. Did you do that last year ?—A. Yes. L
‘Q. And how many did you estimate last fall for this year’s work —A. Your
. Honour, a great deal depends upon certain conditions as to whether one can make
a proper cstimate o8 to what labonr is going % be required in the following year.
Last year the market was all down and money was tight, end every one thought there
was going to be no work going on this summer; all contractors and others were oa
uneasy street and could not get any idea, it was impossible for my departmnet at tho R
time to say how many men would be_required, and it looked as if we would-have to-— -~
——utilize”the Wén “in Canada first before taking up this Italian question. I may say
that sometimes we have been obliged to go to the United States-to bring-Ttalians herz— — - =~
- tdseind to the North-west, and last year I do not suppose we took more than 1,200
+ out of Montreal. '
‘Q. How many men did you estimate for this season’s work last fall I—A. I do
not think I made any estimate one way or another.
¢Q.. What means do you take to ascertain the requirements of the servico I—A.
_X send out to many_contractors-and-men-recustomed-toemploy laboiir and meke in-
quiries, In addition to that T nsk all the general superintendents on the line what
their experience was before, and what they would require for going 6n. In regard
to the year before I asked them their experience as to when men quit and requested
them to state exactly how many men stayed with the company and did not Jump their
contracts. I thought by thir means to form some idca as t2 the requivements for
1004, and as I stated before I was not ablo to foresee. o ,
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¢Q. How many men, in round figurcs, did you estimato being required for 19041
A. T have forgotten; I do not remember what such number was.” o
[ *¢Q. When wo adjourned last evening we were inquiring into the question of ths
estimated number of labourcrs you would require for 1904 1—A. Tes, your Honour.
¢Q. Well, now, you told me that you ‘Had written Some superintendents for in-
formation so as to enable you to estimate the number t—A. Yes, your Honour.
*Q. What was the result of your efforts to estimate that number 1—~A. The
effort was fruitless. On looking over the inatter T found some superintendents did

' ot give correct information, some delayed answering so Tonig that as a matter of faet™ ~

the spring was so far advanced, and we saw there was going to be a large pumber of
labourers in America, and we dropped the whole matter; there was no estimate.

“Q. You stated last evening you thought there would not have been so many re-
quired for 1004 as had been used in 1003 8—A. That statement was based on in-
quiries T had made and the result of’this communication was that I thought thore
would be a stringeney in the money market ‘and consequently probably few works
of any importance going on throughout the country.

©Q. Was that your opinion at that time 1—A, Tt was, your Ionour. 4
j +Q. Now, you said you had about cight or nine thousand on the list in 1903, of

which about 3,100 were Italians —A. Yes. )
¢Q. How many did you think you would require for 1004 1 The Ttalian part
of that number?—A. I had no idea whatever, .
. *Q..What means do.you take to. provide them {—A, That was generally. _all
right, it does not require particular action. . .
l €Q. It required some information from your agent, who employed them?—A. We
r kept pretty well posted as to labour immigration in New York and in Boston.
. Q. But you- relied -upon- Mr.-Cordasco to supply you with all the Italians you
wanted t—A. Yes.
¢Q. If you relied upon him I suppose it was necessary to give him some informa-
tion as te tho nimber you required {—A. Well, I have never given him any definite
information. . :
¢Q. Did you give him any information as to the number you would require iu
1904 7—A. None. ) '
«Q. Never spoke about it 1—A. I may have discussed the matter,
¢ Q. Have.you discussed the ‘matter with Mr. Cordasco as to the likely number
’ ' you would require in 1904 #—A. It was possidle, -
i ’ ¢Q. Do you know how many you suggested to him 1—A. I do not remember sug-
gesting any number, : :
Q. Do you remember saying to any one that the Grand Trunk Pacific would re:
quire a great number ¥—A. No, your Tonour, I may have inquired if the Grand
_ .Trunk Pacific_would equire_them._.:

__that matter.. ...

was not going to require any Italians.
Q. When did you discover that t—A. I think late in the spring.
¢Q. This year {—A. Yes. ) v
«Q. Look at that letter, was that letter written by you i—A. Yes,

¢Q. I am talking sbout Decemberf-—A. Yes, Your Honour, :

? Q. That was your opinion at that timo?—A. I was thinking about the spring.
¢Q. I was referring to fall not the spring, Mr, Bvms. Now, your letter rcads as

follows -~ ’ ' ,

“Q. But you never mentioned thet u;_a_n)bt;dyi-—x\W(;m;)havewdi:scuﬁssed- o

Jo Wit Cordasco A, Yos, it wes discovered that the Grond Trunk Pacific

— oo -6 @~ Amitt-T-suppose tho statement: there-is-an-estimate- f==A.Thatis-inDecember,
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“ Deeember 10, 1903,
“T. P. Bnaoy, Esq.,

_“Asst. General Superintendent, - . - T
“ Winnipeg, Man.

“Dear Sm,—Referring to the attached, my object in asking for this information
is to make adequate provision carly in 1904 for the labour requisitions during the sea- -
ton of that year. _

“This year we had an unprecedented demand for labour from all sources over this
company’s lines, and we have shipped out in the neighbourhood of 10,000 men, skilled
and unskilled, so you sce that it is very - important for us to know what proportion of
thoso sent out on the lines worked out their contracts, 30 that some information may
be obtained as to the reasons for so many men jumping their work with a view of
remedying that state of affairs during the coming seasen. - It is also necessary to find
out what the local supply of lsbour is on each division,

“ Aw you are possibly aware, there is every indication of a large demand for
labour in this country in 1004. T am informed that possibly the Grand Trunk Pacific
may want a great many thousand men, and as the supply of labour is limited in Can- . .
ada, steps may possibly have to be takeri‘on the part of our company to import labour
from sbroad, or make some definite arrangement in regard to the supply available in
Canada,

“I am sorry to trouble you for this information, knowing you are so very busy,
but I would like very much to be in a position to make my report about the first week
in January, 1004,

“ Would you kindly strain a point to get your superintendents to forward informa-
tion desired. . .

“Yours truly,

“GEO. E. BURNS.”
‘ That was your opinion #—A. That was at the time. I presumed the Grand Trunk

- Pacific was going ahead.

‘ Q. At that time that was your opinion, Mr. Burns?—A. Well, if it was not I
would not have stated it.

‘Q. You stated yeaterday that Your opinion was just the other way, that the same
number would not be required in 1904 s in 19031—A. Well, I think that T took into
consideration the Grand Trunk Pacific project, when 1 wrote that letter.

‘Q. Iknow that X was asl.ing you what your opinion was in the fall of 1903. You
stated your opinion that a large number would not be required.  Now, you wrote in
December you would require more; which s correct i—A. It is difficult to reconcile

both, although I utilized the informution I had on hand when I wrote.

‘Q. When I was trying to find tho aggregate number in former years you showed
me a statement to the effect that you did not think you would require 50 large a number,
which is correct, your recollection or the letterf—A. I should say my letter. ... . .

- * Q.- How soon did you speak t Mr, Cordasco about supplying the Canadian Pacifi
Railway with Italian labouri—A. T have no recollection of speaking to Mr. Cordasco
about Italian labour or to giving Cordasco any definite idea.

‘Q. When you spoke to him would it be as early as September, 1903 1—A. T do
not think so.

"7Q. December—A. No. =

*Q. You understand Mr. Cordasco’s position; he would have to get men, he would
have to mako arrangerbents ahead?—A. Certainly. .

‘ Q. How long ahead would he require to make arrangements 2—A, Tt just depends
on the state of the labour market.

Q. You are bginning to look for men as early as the opening of spring ; now,
when wonld you require to inform Mr. Cordascof—A. I do not think I ever made any
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¢Q. Did he?—A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. You advertise in the same paper ho does, you get that paper—A. I have never

scen his advertisement {or men. .

Q. You remémber thoe advertisement Mr. Dini says he put in in consequence oi
the udvertisemeni of Cordasco?—A. I do, Your Hounour.

¢Q. You say these labour agents had to preparc some time ahead, and you had to
prepare some timo ancad i—A. No, the preparation was not made. We had no data to
go on. :

¢Q. T understand you were preparing to get ready for the worki—A. We wero
fooking around.

Q. You did not speak to him (Cordasco) at all?—A. I spoke to Cordasco several
times. L

¢Q. When?—A. In the course of the winter. * * * Some steps, some arrange-
ments would bave to be made, When I come fo think of this matter I can tell you
what made me write this letter.

¢Q. Well t—A. T had been in New York and had met our agent.

Q. That was the time you were down with Cordasco?—A. I think that was the .

time, and he informed me that the general agent of the Auchor Line had told him
he was to bring in 10,000 for the Grand Trunk Pacific. L

¢Q. Who was the agent?—A. I do not know. This agent stated that ‘they wero
bringing in about 10,000 men for the Grand Trunk Pacific this spring, and I think it
must have been acting on this information I wrote that letter, :

¢Q. That was Scptember you were down?—A. I think not; T think it \as later
than S2ptember; I think it was in December,

¢Q. Had Mr. Cordazco that information, too3—A, I think he lad.

(). You were both together at the time?—A. Yes. ) ’

“Q. So that he was also aware that they were preparing then for a large number
of menf—A. Yes. . T

€Q. At that time you thought that steps might possibly have to be taken on the part
of your company to import labour from abroad#—A. Yes, Your Honour. I may say
that T took some steps in regard to the importation of labour with the management; it
was my desirs to send some one of our men over i

“Q. T¢'Ytaly 1—A. No, to England, Scotland and Beandinavia for the purpose
of getting immigrants, A

Q. How many were you going to get out -—A. We wanted him only to get
prepared. .

€Q. Ho was not going to sénd men over $-—A. Only 100 or 200; we wanted him_

to be ready if we required wen to send them by next ship.

¢Q. You would not go into such an undertaking for the company without con-
sulting the management, you proposed that to the management this spring #—A.
Yes. :

Q.. Did you talk to "Cordasco about helping in’ this matter {—A. Cordasco was
pot in it; the Italian question did not come into it. .

¢Q. Did you not inquire how many-you could depend-upon getting —A. 1Idid
make some inquiry, but I did net knew the number. I spoke to Mr. Cordasco.

¢Q. Did he not tell you he was having a lot of men coming from Italy t—A. 1

think be did mention that he had a lot of men, he did noi toll me they were coming
from Italy. : .
“Q. You are quite clear about that t—A. I am; I have no recollection of his
- saying about briziging any men from Italy. -
¢Q. He wrote you a letter on May 10, 1904 ¢—A. Yes, I remember that letter
distinetly, but I have no idea he ever brought them over.
¢ Q. The letter is as follows :— o :

~"¢ Q;“When #=A, T think 1t wag-in the month of February or beginning of March.

860—2 -
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¢ Montreal, May 10, 1904,
‘G. E. Burns, Esq.,

. Special Agent, C.P.R, e

Re Information.
¢ Dear Sir,—-Arrived by the way of Chiasso, over 300 Italians and nearly 200 hy
New-York. Sure will be a disgraceful for these poor immigrants with the old ones
which they put up here all winter, and Ttalian Consul with his society are to be blamed
an’ they should be crushed to peace.
: ‘Your servant,

*A. CORDASCO!/

In Mr, Cordasco’s evidence he admitted receiving a number of letters which wvere
found in his office and also admitted some of the replies sent to same from his ofice,
but invariably denied that he authorized his clerk to state that he wanted 10,000 men.
Some of the letters so received and answered are as follows :—

On the 18th October, 1903, he wroto to Mr. Ludwig, passenger agent, Chiassy,
Ttaly, as follows:— v

‘By the same mail I am sending you package of my business cands, nsking you
to hand them to the passengers or better to the labourers you will send directly to me.
Please note that work here is never short, and anybody you will send to me personally
are sure to be employed. In summer you’may send hundreds f them niid be sure a3

soon as they arrive they will find work at once. To satisfy the Ttalians better, I have -

opened a banking office, of which I send a ciroular to you, and from which you will
sce that I can do 4]l that they request. Awaiting for some shipment, and to hear from
you soon,
Yours truly, .
A. CORDASCO.

P.5.—Please notc that on the Canadian Pacific Railway alone I employ about
four thousand men per year, besides the other companies. Please take all the informa-
tion you may require about me.’

In answer he received a let’er from Mr. Ludwig dated Chiasso, November 27, 1903,
in which he stated: “......I am going to try and send you some passengers in the
hope that they will not be cheated, and if I sce you act as an honest man I shall give
your address to all the passengers who go to Montreal......If you provide work for
some of my passengers you must be satisfied with a modest commission, and Alberto
Dini, with whom I worked until now, placed my passengers without any commission,
and I never had any complaint against him. We shall see then, if you will work with
the same conscience and punctuality. N :
_. Waiting to hear from you,. -~ - e - Rl T
T LUDWIG.”

On the Tth December Mr. Cordasco wrote him a very long letter in which he
stated: “........Every year I sccure work for 4,000 or 5,000 men, and next spring T

need 10,000 to employ. in the Canadian Pacific Railway, and other railway companies

and contractors, and you must know that all the workingmen for whom I secured work, )

when the season is over, and that have paid every expense, they can save from $150 t,
$600."

On the 20th January a Jetter was sent to Mr. Luigi S¢arcel!a,.243 Rideau strect,
Ottawa, Ont., in which he said :— - S e e
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6 'Vext senson I shall be in need of 10,000 men whose work will be heavy, and I
uuderstand in your letter you do not like to work with a shovel. In the beginning
“—of March please to write again, and T wilt ‘see if T can do-onything for you, but Tean:
not promise anything.”

On the 9th February he wrote a similar letter to Aristide Guerrieri, Post Offico
Box 11, Mapleton Dep., Pa., as follows:—

“ Your letter (without any date). I am sorry to say 1 shall not bo able to find
any work that will suit you. I find work for thousards of men, and this year I shall
be in need of 10,000 of them, but T need only men that can work with shovel and pick.”

And on the 19th February in a letter to Angello D. Sentis, 18 Canal strect, Buffalo,
N.Y., he writes: . .......J need thig year nearly 10,000 men, but all of them must
Le able to work with pick and shovel. If you like you may engage iaen for tho first
shipment, but I do not take any responsibility, only take those men who give their
name by their own free will and send me the list of the names very cloarly written
with a mark that shows they have paid 81 each for office and inscription fees.” -

On February 17, 1904, there was a post card sent to him from Udine, Italy, by
Antonio Paretti, as follows :—

‘T received a newspaper, the Corriere del Canadas, in which appears your distin-
guished name, as 1 believe you are the kind donor. As wo have a strong stream of
cmigration (from the Venetian Provinces) towards that country, Lshould be very glad
to frequently receive your rewspapers, and T can reciprocate by sending you Italian
papers.  You might send me a time-table of the Canadian Pacific Railway from Mon-
treal to the interior of Conada, with.a map * * * ® . .

In answer to this postal card the following letter, dated March 1, 1004, was sent:
¢ Sig. Antonio Paretti,

€94 Aquilea, Udine, Italy.

‘T am in possession of newspapers which you were go kind as to send me; also
your cards, and wish tp thank you for them; also two packages. I am sending you the
time-table which you asked me for and my eddress, which you can give to the people
so that I will know them when they come, .

¢ At the end of the present month there will open up great and important works,
and- T must supply about 10,000 labourers. If you have any passengers, you can send
them without any fear—I am able to give them immediate work, The salary will be
$1.50 a day; besides that they will get a return ticket from axy locality; they can board
themselves or get board as they like. The work will 1ast long and the payment is sure.
Iach man gets a contraet in Italian, containing the clear conditions under which they
have to work, in which is specified the length of time, salary, &e. In one word, there

il b no tricks or schemes, 1 am alwaye here to defend the interests of compatriota.
I am, besides, in touch with other navigation agents in Italy, and they have already
written to me that they will send some passengers to mo this month. If you send any
one to me, please supply them with two of my business cards that I sent you, so that each -
passenger landing at New York will be recognized by one of my agents, which agent,
authorized by me, will accompany them 10 the train, snd on the train to Montreal, so
that they won’t be taken up by anybody else, cr fall into the hands of speculators.

————Ali¢ady & large numbor of -workers arrive: continuously; especially from Vicenzo,

Treviso, and some from Padova, Belleno, also some from Pordenone, Codroipo.
¢If you wish to send us any men, you need not have any fear, and send them all
to my address. You must notify me in time when the men will arrive, sending the
names of the prssengers and of the company and boat by which they start.
¢ With regards,

— _Ar(sg’d:)" - _ATCORDASCO;

86b—23 . ‘ Per A. GANRA,
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And en April 6, the following letter was sent :—

‘Mr. AxTONIO PARETTI,
‘94 Via Aquilea, Tdine———— o e - e e

‘In these days some Ttalians come to me showing your blank business eard and say-
ing that you recommended them to me, and although the presentation signal was not a
i sure guarantee, I received them and shall send them to work.
: ‘In future it will be better, when you send Italians to me, to give them one of my
business eards with your office on them, and I shall be sure they are sent by you.
¢ Some time ago I sent you several business cards; to-day I am sending yon some
more of them,

I thank you for the newsraper you sent me and hope you will receive weekly the
newspaper that 1 send you. ‘Yours truly,
‘ANTONIO CORDASCO.
. ‘Per A. Gaxxa.'
On April 26 Mr. Cordasco further wrote him as follows :—

‘Mr, AxToNio PireTTI,

. Udine, Ttuly.

‘1 confirm my letter of the 6th inst., and I address you the present to clear up some
facts that cause me annoyance, that I do not need to have.

‘Many immigrants from the Venetian provinces came to me declaring that they
were sent by you, but without any card of recognition, and alleging that you had pro-
mised that they would be sent to work in two days. ]

‘I don’t wish to blame you for that, nor do I believe what the men say, but I think
it is better to clear the matter up. I give employment to all Italians who come to me, _
as I wrote you in my letter-of March 1, but it is absurd to expect that I am to give
employment to-morrow to a man who applies to-day to my office. X could not put him
before the others who are awaiting their turn to go and work. Please note thet this
year we had an uncommonly long and hard winter, and in the west, where important
railway works will be done the roads and land are still frozen, and it is no use sending
labourers there. This year I sent away only 70, while in previous years at this tima

‘ I sent away more than a thousand.
- ‘ Please note that many of your men declare that they are stonecutters, and that
g you promised them I would have them employed in this quality. I never wroie this,
g 0 “* Many of these men said that they did not intend to work on railways, but to ob-
*ain from me free transportation to British Columbia, and then with very little money
to go to Michel and work in the coal mines. _

‘You will understand how all this annoys me. I am not responsible for the ex-
tremely cold season that prevents the companies from starting work.

‘ No one has sent men away yet, and I have only sent 70. . o

‘In conclusion, so as to eliminate trouble, from this moment do not send me any

- —-- . more passengers,-and-if-you like to-send some, please inform me hiow many are ‘coming
~ (as T asked you in my letter of Marck 1), and every man must have my business card
with your office stamp on, and they must be warned that they must wait for thejr turn
to work. Please, in the notice that you send me, state that you have warned them
that they will have to await their turn. Also please send me a list with the names of
the passengers you send me. Outside of these conditions, I am sorry to say that I
could not accept the responsibility of giving work to your passengers, Please inform
them that X will send thein to work om railway construetion, and that they will have to
work with pick and shovel. , .

¢ If, afterwards, some rondmaster may choose of them for some special work, it will
be all the better for them, but I cannot guarantee to employ men in any. particular
guality, - ) ¢ Yours truly,

- _____‘ANTONIO.CORDASCO, .
‘Per A. GAxNA.
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To this letter he received the following reply:

. ¢ Uping, Itany, May 8th, 1804, - ,
* I prompt Feply to your favour of "April 26, -whitelr hiag ealled my attentionand—— - 3
gurprise to the facts you have mentioned, and which in in full contradiction with the ]
other of the 6th of the same month, in which you con ~lained that I did not send pas-
sengers addressed to you with your business card. v, I must tell you that it is not
my system, after 22 years’ oxperience in emigratio’ , to advise or not the passengers
who are at liberty to do what they like. This is » principle. -
¢ All our emigrants addressed to Canada were ¢ aked for beyond Montreal, and wo
are sure of that, for our companies do net give ra 1wy tickets beyond your residence.
‘I gave the address to nobody, only to those who read your newspaper, full of
promises. I answered giving good references of your firm.
(You must have great experience, and you must know that everybody can come
aud say what he likes, coming to you without a written line.
“Be sure that we are very carcful, and we hope you will be too, and we quite under-
stand when something happens that cannot ve helped. This year everything has been
against us, but we hope better days will come. .
“Yours truly,
“PARETTL”

On January 27, 1904, Domenico Zappia sent the following letter from Italy to
Mr. Cordasco :—
“ Sramy, January 27, 1904,
“ Mr, AxtoxNto CoRDASCO,
“ Railway Agent, Montreal, Canada.
~-~«-Although 1 do not-deserve to have the honour to bo-acquainted with your highly - ——
respectable person, I take the liberty of writing directly to you asking you a favour,

« Ag there are here about 70 men who wish to emigrate to that country, I wish you
would be kind enough to veceive my countrymen passengers on their landing in that
part, and tell me which will be the best spot where they can be visited.

“In obliging me with a favour answer, please tell me when the works under your
control will be started. I was pushed to write this letter by the noble and good ceputa-
tion your name enjoys in this country. Please let me know which will be he best
landing port on account of the visit. i

«Tf I shall be able to reciprocate such an obligation, T offer you my services if you
will please yourself and command me. :

 Please accept my unlimited gratitude, &e.

“Yours,

“DOMENICO ZAPPIA”

«P.S.—T wish to know how much costs there, via New York or Boston.
41 beg you 1o answer me at once, otherwise I cannot make the men start. Please
also let me know something about the age of the men, and if men over 60 years of age
will be accepted; if they will be received by you, and how they have to answer to the
inquiries.” o )
To which Mr. Cordasco, on March 2, 1604, sent an answer as follows:—

““ MoxTREAL, March 2, 1804,

« My, DOMENICO ZAPPIA, .
« Staiti, Prov. Reggio, Calabria.
% Your favour is before me, and in sheort X will let you know anything you require.
You may send to me as many men as you like, and I shall be able to find work for them
at $1.50 per day, board by themselves, and -the railway fare up and down free.
« Every man before he goes to work receives a contract that guarantees his pay, &o,
o Yot~ can - make -your-men leave from ‘March 20 or 25 via New York.

e e e
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“If you will tell me oxaetly tho day on which the men will leave Nuples; wAth
which company and steamer, I will send my agent to meet them in New York. - He will
aut them on board the cars and send them to Montreal without any trouble and with-

_out falling into the hands of speculators. - If they will land in Boston T will gend my

Boston-agent: to meet-them. - :

‘I am sending you d parcel of my business cards, which, you will give to your
nen to bo recognized a* their landing in New York or Boston.

¢ Ro the age of the immigrants, you must follow the Ttalian immigration laws that
du not allow passports to people over 45 years old.

¢ Awaiting to hear from you,

Yours truly,
¢ ANTONIO CORDASCO,
_‘Per A, Gaxxa?

On March 3, the following letter was sent from Mr. Cordasco’s office in reply to n
letter received by him from Marche, I’(oy'illcc of Rome, Itely.

“ Mo~TrEAL, March 3, 1004.
“ Mr, TomMaso MONTEVERSE, :
“ Civitanova, Marche.

“I have before me your favour ¢f February 3, and I have recommended. you to
good company, the Transatlantica dé Barcelona. _

Q. That is the company you sold a number of tickets for 1—A. Yes, one of them.

“If as‘you write there are many men who wish to come here you may address
them to me, and for that purpose, in a separate registered parcel, I send you soms
cnvelopes and business cards, and you may give one of these cards to cach of your
passengers, so when they land in New York they will show it and they will be addressel
to me, : : T T

“In this season the works are enormous and every man will go to work with an
agreement in Italian in which are explined the wages, how long the work will last, &e.

“Every workingman ecarns $1.50 and more per day. IHe is at liberty to board
himself and transportation: free up and back. I am here to protect, defend and help
the workingman. ‘

“ Now, you know how watters stand, and in the event of your going to send me
some passengers, send me a list of their names and the name of the steamer o that
my agent in New York muay go and meet them.

“Yours truly,

“ANTONIO CORDASCO,
“Per A. GANNAY

While Mr. Cordasco stated that he never knew that tl_le number 10;000 had been
inserted in any letters written from his office, his clerk, A. Ganna, stated that Mr,

Cordasco received all the correspondence himself and opened same, and that he was — -

instructed to write letters in the tenor in which these were written. Not only was
10,000 metioned in these letters but Mr. Cordasco admits that he mentioned that 10,000
men were wanted, to men coming into his office seeking employment, and several wit-
nesscs testified to his making such statement. Mr. Cordasco admitted that he owns
the greater part of the paper Corriere del Canada; which is printed in Italian, and
states that & number of copies of each issue are sent to Italy. His examination ~.ith
reference to same is as follows :— . : \

“ Q. You advertise in the Corriere del Canada?—A. Yes, they have one of my
advertisements calling for men.
‘Q. Two or three advertisements in that paper I—A. Yea,
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¢Q. How long have you been advectising in that paperi—A. Since November. b

¢Q. You own it I—A. I do not.

Q. Do you.not own the greater part of that paper t—A. Yes.. o

*Q. And you object to being called proprietor 1—A, Yes, . -

¢ Q. You get paid for the advertising in that paper 1—A. Yes, most of the people
have to pay.

Q. How many copics did you seud to your town ¥—A. About 25 or 30.

¢Q. How long have you been sending them to your town f—A. Since November.

¢Q. How many did you get printed :—A. Some times 450.

<Q. Did you send one half to Italyt?—A. Not quite, I suppose.

“Q. About half i—A. 60.

¢Q. More than 60 to your own little village 1-—A. In my village I have many
relatives, 7 '
“Q. And you sent them every week #—A. Weckly. :
“Q. You get people to write articles in this paper for you 1—A. Yes, to write :
articles some times. | .

¢ Q. Scarrone wrote an article for you —A. Yes, sir.

“Q. You asked him to do so ¥—A. No, sir, never.

“Q. Who suggested he should use your namne in connection with the Canadian
Pacific Railway {—A. I do not know.
. <Q. You remember his writing an article for you f—A. Yes, I did not ask him to

do it.

Q. The Corriere del Canada has a long labour article ¥—A. February the 27th,
1004,

¢Q. It is headed “Italian Labourer” and it reads:

% The working geason is approaching under a vory promising aspeef. The prin-—
cipal companies have in the past few winter months estimated for a large amount of
work, aud will give employment to a more considerable number of men than in other
years. Tho greatest and most sincere friend of the Italian labourers, Mr. Antonio
Cordasco, of Montreal, the sole Italian agent for the most important railway company
in the world, the Canadian Pacific Railway, proposes himself to give, in the coming
scason, work to as many labourers as may apply to him. What he proposes to do him-
solf cannot but be realized owing to the enormous amount of work the Canadian
Pacific Railway will do thia year.

« This company, which, both for the extension of its lines and for its capital, is
the finest among railway companies, and it is considered also as the most important
proprictor of land, owning 14,000,000 acres. It nas always cwployed a larger number
of labourers than any other company and with higher wages. Mr. Cordasco, the sole
agent of tho company, never betrayed the confidence that was put in him, not only
fulfilling his duty as an agent, but assisting and protecting Italian labourers, and tho
good reputation he enjoys among the-different companies and contractors is the best
guarantee for the labourers employed tarough him. . .

« But the most splendid proof of that has been given by two thousand labourers,
who in orderly parade, demonstrated a fow days ago in Montreal that they did not
forget what was done for them, and even if there were no other proof, this would be
sufficient to show the philantiropic work of Antonio Cordasco. '

«The spontancous demonstration by two thousand men in a town where Italians

- are not counted by hundreds of thousands was most flattering for the person honoured,
and we cordially congratulate Mr. Antonio Cordasco. ‘

“ What wo say is not flattery, for we very well know that Mr. Cordasco, as a busi-
ness man, does not care for that. It is only to sympathize with him for what he docs .
for the Italian labourers who come here ready to fight against any kind of adversity,
and who find iu Cordasco a father, a friend, who not only helps and protects them,

e ——byt-puts-them-in- a-position-to-provide for-their familics -and -their-aged parents,——-——--———
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“But as-if all that Wwas Mot tnough, he has instituted a solid bank, through which
- ~~anybody can send money to any part of Italy within a few days.

“We trust that the benevolent action of A. Cordasco will last for years and years,
for the welfare of our labourers, and we cannot help to let his name be known to
everybody, so that our compatriots will know when landing here that they will find a
friend waiting for them.”

¢ A. T never ordered that, I never ordered this man to put in one line of that kind.

“Q. Turn up tie letter to Mr. Secarrone I—A. I never ordered him to send & ~h
an article.

‘Q. Did he not send that article to you to be printed —A. e sent it to be
printed.

‘Q. And you saw it before it was printed 1 —A. Yes.

‘Q. You had it printed ¥—A. Yes.

‘Q. You sent that paper all over Ttaly T—A. Sixty in Ttaly besides my town,

‘Q. You wrote on February the 9th —A. That was the very day when I wus
in bed,

1]
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But I am sorry that I cannot publish this correspondence as I do not wish the readers
to know that T am the capitalist and administrator of the Corriere del Canada.

“If T should place this before the readers they will say that 1 sing my own praises,
that I order others to praise me; so you can (and I thank you for that) send articles
on the work and solidity of the Canadian Pacific Railway, but do not tell the readers
that I belong to this newspaper,

“You may say this privately to your gdvertisers and subscribers. I like the prin-
ciple of your correspondence, which is well written, but you understand that-it is no
use to Jet the people know that I have a share in the newspaper for the above reason.

“If you send for Monday a good article on the work of the Canadian Pacific
Railway, I shall publish it with the greatest of pleasure. I take the opportunity to
tnank you for the kind reception you gave to my traveller, Mr. Ianuzzi.

“ Please tell me if you received the newspapers.” I will be glad if you will con-
fine that you accept to represent the Corriere del Canada on the condition pro-
posed. ’

“ Please send me your cut, for 1 wish to introduce you to e readers by publish-
my Lt

“Wishing you good business, and hoping to receive on Monday an article to pub-
lish as correspondence from Toronto.

“Yours truly,

“ ANTONIO CORDASCO.”

“Q. You advertised in La Palria Italiana 1—A. Yes, about a month or two ago,
a couple of months ago.

‘Q. Did you put in advertisements for some time §—A. Yes.

‘Q. Some friend put one in +—A. Yes. )

‘Q. Was that the one about the ten thousand men #—A. Yes, I remember he put
in an advertisement asking for men.’

The evidence sitows that the newspapers and eards referred to in the above lettera
and sent by Cordasco to Italy were distributed there and resulted in a number of
Italian labourers coming to Montreal, as shown by Mr. Cordasco’s letters to -Paretti
in March and April above set out and also shown by the evidence of several of the
witnesses, among whom were Antonio Sicari, Francesco Picimento and Saverio
Cresavi,

Q. You say: “I have received yours of the Tth instant and T thank you very _

Antonio Sicaro being examined, stated that he arrived here on May 15 from Reg-
T o) 1113 T SIS i Mt -

-of-whica-T-am-proud.—— -
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¢ Q. What made you think
and circulars, and some representatives, )

¢Q. Who sent them 1~-A. A man named Pasano, he paid for many men,

‘Q. How many —A. In my village about twenty. .

¢Q. Where did he direet you to go f—A. He gave the address to each man, and
told us to go to Cordasco, and we paid 450 francs, )

¢Q. All 1—A. Yes, all. T paid 450 francs, there were ninety of us paid the same
amount. :
Q. Where were you dirccted to go i—A. To Cordasco, they gave us his name and

" address.

. ¢Q. What did you do in New York 1—A. We were visited and examined and come
direct to Montreal, and went to Cordasco and paid him $3.
¢Q. How many men came with you in the same vessel I—A. 750 Ttaliane,
¢Q. Did they all come to Montreal {—A. T think there remained about thirty in
New York.
¢Q. Had they the address of Cordasco, all these men 1—A. Yes.
*Q. Did you see any circulars from Cordasco f—A. Oh, yes, there were lots, and

Q. What was on the eircular 1—A, It stated that any man that could come would

make plenty of money, so that we came to this country and left our families.

Q. Did the circulars state how many men were wanted ?—A. They stated that
every man should like tc come, because he would make lots of money.

¢Q. Did they state the wages {—A. Yes, sir, : :
¢ 32 How muchi—A. From 7.50 to 10 lire per day, stone mason, 15 lire, or about
$3 a day. ‘

Q. Did you get any employment since you came here #—A. We were promised
work from day to day and some got work,

¢Q. How many did get work, between six and geven hundred —A. I do not knovw,
because we did not stay in the same place. .

¢Q. Were there many without money {—A. No one had moncy.

¢Q. How were you supported 1—A. Well, our families helped us some, and others
‘nelped us. )

¢Q. What is the name of the steamer you came in 9—A. Santo Trado.

‘Q. What linej—A. The Italian General Navigation Company.’

Francesco Picimento stated that he was nineteen years of age, arrived in Mont-
real on April 25 from Reggio Calabria in the steamer Ingle Terra.

+Q. Who paid your passage coming over 1—A. I paid myself.

¢G. How much ?—A. $34.20. ) :

¢Q. How many came ont with you {—A. From the same village there were about
thirteen or fourteen. . :

¢Q. From all parts ¥—A. 1,800 with_ the sailors, :

¢Q. How many came to Montreal f-—A. Fourteen came to Montreal.

“Q. Did you come direet to Montreal #—A. The ship arrived in New York,

¢Q. How many men camo from tlie ship through from New York to Montreal i—
A. Fourteen from my place, I do not know about the rest. .

¢Q. Were there many ¥—A. Yes,

¢Q. Did you see any papers to induce you to come here —A. Yes, sir.

¢Q, What were they i—A. They came from Montreal.

¢Q. What name was on them{—A, Cordasco Bank, .

¢ Q. Who showed you these papers or gave them to you &—A. Some gentleman
from taat place. ' : i

¢Q. They left the papers with you §—A. Yes, he had lots of papers.

¢Q. What did the papers say {—A. All those who wished could come to Montreal -

and make plenty of money. :

of coming here f—A. They sent go many newspapers

¢Q. Did you come out in the same boat as Antonio Sicari #--A. No, before hirm,

the ship before,
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‘Q. How long before you came out did you see the circulars i—A. They coni-
wericed t6 post eirculars in February, two years before. » .

‘Q. You saw that circular two years ago 1—A. There was a circular telling thom
to come here and make money., :

‘Q. Whose name was on the last circular =—A. I do not remember. )

‘Q. Do you remember the namo on the Montreal circular I—A. Yes.

‘Q. Whose name {—A. Antonio Cordasco, Montreal,

‘Q. Did you apply to Cordasce for work 1—A. Yes.

Q. Did you give Cordasco any money #—A. Yes, I paid $3.

‘Q. What forf—A. T paid beesuse he asked for it, 50 as to send me to work in the
country.

‘Q. Did he send you to work in the country 1—A. No, sir.

*Q. Did you ask {1 the money back —A. Yes.

‘Q. And Cordasco refused to pay?—A. He said, ‘Why do you want it, you will be
on a gang that will start to-morrow.’

‘Q. Have you any. means of paying your way ?—A. No, sir.

‘Q. How are you supported ¥—A. I have no more money, I was obliged to work
for fifty cents a day, it ceased the other day. :

‘Q. Are you working now —A, No, sir,

.

QDo you know-nny i in Montreal wlio came from your villagoe this epring 1
—A. There is a cousin of mine here. : S
Baverio Cresavi stated that he arrived in this country on May 15 from Reggio Cala-

bria, having paid his passuge out on the steamer The Piedmonte of the La Veloco
Jine.

. “Q. What induced you to come out 1—A. I saw the others starting for this coun-
‘try and I felt like doing the same, -
“Q: How many canie out on the samé boat 1--A. 550,
*Q. Did you all come to Montreal I—A. No, gir, only twenty-five,
‘Q. Where did the others go 1—A. To New York. .
‘Q. Did any of them come afterwards from New York to Montreal?—A. T do
not know,

‘Q. Did you apply to Cordasco for work 8—A. Yes, sir. T

‘Q. How did you come to do that §-—A. He said-ifyoi have $3 you will go to

_work, and I paid-the-$3:— -

‘Q. Did you get a job —A. No, sir,

‘Q. Have you asked for a job moare than once $—A, Yes, I asked cvery day.

‘Q. What did Cordasco ssy ¥—A. Well, all right, you can go to-morow, but I
never went.

‘Q. Did you ask for your money $-—A. Yes, sir,

*Q. What did Cordasso say ?—-A. He said he would not return tie money, but to
wait until I got a job.! . -

Guiseppe Mignella, being examined, stated ;— - ~

¢ Q. Did you know any of the Italians taat canic from Italy during the spring §
—A. I knew some,

‘Q. How many i—A. T knew three frommyown place and some from other places.

‘Q. Who brought them out #—A. Fratello, who stated to me they had consulted
Cordasco’s newspapers.’ . :

Mr. 1. Laporte, Mn.yor of Montreal, in his cvidenco said:--

Q. Did you know he (Cordasco) was interested in bringing them (the Italians)
out t—A, Well, I have the names of a few agents, Mr. Cordasco, who I underatand
claimed he had large contracts from railway companies which he 1nust ill, anc he
brought out a certain humber of men,
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-4 Did he mention about-how many he would-require- on. the railway 1-—A. He
wentioned last year about 10,000 would find employment. ) . .
¢ Q. That he wanted 10,000 #—A. Ho expected that number would be required this
year.
Q. When was this he said that?-—A. It was on the first or second of June

Count Francesco Mazza, Ttalian ‘Consul General in Canada, gave the following
evidence:—

¢Q. Were you in a position to ascertain what was the reason for this excessive
iminigration t—A. It seems that persons interested in having immigrants come to
Oanada 5o a8 to employ them have written to Italy, and sent advertisements in order
to have people come here. . .

Q. That i not with your approval, or with the approval of the Ttalian govera-
ment I—A. On the contrary, it is in opposition to the wishes of the Italian govern-
ment and the wish of the consulate. .

Mr. James B. Mack, Vice-President of the Dominion Trades and Labour Coun-
_ ail; and Jlabour.editor of the Montreal ,‘,S,tgll‘ﬁ,&lﬁ!ﬁd,::t e :

¢ Q. Mr. Mack, whose names did these Ttalians who went to your office mention in
conneetion with bringing themn from Italy 1—A. They mentioned Mr. Cordasco and
geveral others ; at that time I was not so much interested in it as now. .

Q. Did they tell you the nethods by which they were induced to come 1—A: They
had been induced by letters, circulars, and some of them cards, some on their own
responsibility, others had wished to come to sce if there were any good propositions
in Canada, more wages, no need for any msan to be out of employment in the Domin-

_on of Canada . )

Chevalier Charles Honore Catelli, the President of the Italian Immigration Aid
Socicty No. 1, Montreal, being examined, gave the following_g\"‘igg_ch S T

* Q. Have you formed-any opinton as To tae chief cause of this excessive immi-
- eeem-—gration, will you give it to us I—A. Some Ttalians come to see me, when I asked them
why they came here they said they had been sent by Mr. Paretti, of Udine. ‘
¢Q. Low many were there $—A. There were five or six. They went back.
¢Q. Did they show any cards ?—A. They had a book ‘of addresses and set of
cards at Paretti’s office. »
" ¢Q. What wete on the cards #-—A. I'did not rotice, these people were told by Mr.
Paretti that Signor Cordasco was a large contractor in Montreal and wanted eight..
or ten thousand men.
¢Q. They were told that in Italy t-—A. Yes.
¢Q. That induccd them to come to this country ?—A. Yos.
¢Q. They have now gone back to Ttaly #—A. T was told they had gone back.
¢Q. This is a statement-by these men : “ We, the undersigned, declare as follows :
That at the moment of leaving Italy for Canada, Mr. Antoni Parretti has read and
chown us a letter signed by Antonio Cordesco, in which he asks for 8,000 or 10,000
labourers from the Province of Venete, and in which he promises immediate work
as soon as we get to destination. Besides this we saw circulars and newspapers
coming from Montreal, with the photograph of Cotdasco circulated in our proviance,
encouraging tne labourers to emigrate to Canada. Besides that Parretti distributed
the address of Cordasco as above, T
» “ Signed by ten Italians”
¢Q. I3 that a correct translation t—A. Yes sir, that is about what they told me.
¢Q. Do you remember receiving a letter of complaint from some Italians at Norch
-, Bay 1—A.Yes. ’ '
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¢Q. Is this a proper translation of it :—

ifio o0 % States thiat the ien were pretty nearly efarving up at North Bay; they had
‘ got'some help from another man who came from Montreal. If it had not been for him
they would have died, some of them. Now would be the time to ask Mr. Cordasco -
where is that work which he had when he said he would employ 8,000 or 10,000 -
labourers, in the letter he wrote to Antonio Parretti ,agent of La Veloce Udine, About
twenty of us at Venete can prove this. Mr. Parretti read to us a great many times
the letter of Mr. Cordasco. You must pardon my speaking about Mr. Cordasco, but-
my conscience compels me to. I am only doing it with a view to stop this fraud, and
tiey have had to mortgage everything to come to this country, with the hope that they
would find a fortune; in exchange they are suffering hardships and misery.
“The day that I signed the declargtion there were over twenty with me, Italians
all over Canada tell you the same, ) )
“To certify the truth of what I am saying I will sign with two of my friends.
- -“(8igned) - ANTONIOQ COSAN]I, -
“DEMURAZA GIOVANNI,
“VITTORIO VENTARUTTI.

‘ ‘A, Yes, that is about the tenor of the.letter, o e e

- £ Q- Which you Teceived from Nortli Bayi—A. Yes.!
Mr. Ganna, clerk of Mr. Cordasco, in his evidence stateds— __ —m

; ‘Q. How many came from Calabria-heret=A. T think in Montreal direct from
Italy they did not-comzTiore than three or four from that province.

=777 (}, How many came from Chiasso i—A. That is another question, from Chiasso
' there came about eighteen or {v enty, having business eards printed by Mr. Cordaseo.
! Q. Who do you think they were sent by, Ludwig for Cordasco 1—A. Yes, he sent
' - his_paper to-about twenty young men coming to Montiéal. Mf. Cordasco wroté the
i men last October, I do not remember the date,

‘Q. How many came through Paretti #—A. T know of twelve.

Upon the declaration of the ten ‘Italians, dated April 22 being read, Mr. Ganna
enid: v

‘Q. I remember that very well, because they came to the office, and afterwards
went to the immigration office and told them; I remember that very well. ,

Q. Will you look at that letter-book, page 60, Mr. Ganna, November 4, 1903 1—
A. Yes, your Honour. B
B ‘Q. This is the letter:

o ] “ MoxTrEAL, November 4, 1903.
“Geo. A. Rinaraxo, Esq., :
“ General Passenger Agent :
“ Canadian Pacific Steamship Line, Atlantic Service,
“ @ St..Sacrament St., Montreal.

“DeaR S1r,—I represent nine different lines, as per the attached list, and I think
I couN do considerable busiriess with yoar company. I do mot refer to business to
Italy, but I have had a number of inquiries for tickets to Liverpool and London, and
I think I could sell a good many for you.

“For references as to financial standing, please refer to the Dominion Bank, or
if you require a bond, I am willing to put it up. - I will also refer you to Mr. G. E.
Burns, chief of the Yabour Department, for whom I have been supplying men for a
number of years. .

“T aleo supply men for the Grand Trunk, and a large number of contractors and
H railway companies in Canada, and in the course of the year get in touch with probably
3N 6,000 or 7,000 Italians. : ' '
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R “\Will_yon kindly let me know what you can do for me in the above and oblige.
: “Yours respectfully, - i
4 A, CORDASCO.

¢A. T did not write that letter. :

*Q. Whose signature is that to that letter in that letter-book 1—A. 1hat is Mr.
Cordasco’s own signature. ST

Q. What steamship line does he write to there =—A. This is a French line; ‘X
wrote this letter from a copy he gave me. .

¢Q. He wrots it first and you copied it for him 1—A. I think so, I have copicd this
for him. i .

¢Q. This is the letter: )

_ « MoxTreAL, November 14, 1003.

# Compagnie (enerale: Transatlanique, :

# General Agency for Canada,
C _ . 41672 Notre Dame Street, Montreal.. . ... )

2 untrLEMEN,—I hereby beg to apply for the third-class rate steamship tickets for
your iire, I represent nine different lines aa per the attached list, and 1 t_l;ink,,l could- """
do busiaess with your company. R

oo 4T have s num_berqﬁnq_ujxi‘;sjm,,t,ifti{g@;,g,‘,ti‘-;iji;k‘iljff}?ylé}é‘,1;ﬁ_\ good many- - - --
for-you.- " T . TR
«For reference as to financial standing, please refer to Dominion Bank or
Hochelaga Bank or Toronto Bavk, I will aleo refer to Mr. G. E. Burns, chief of
Labour Dapartment of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, for whom I have been
supplying men for a number of years.
“7T also eupply men for the Grand Trunk and a large number of contractors and
railway companies, &c., in Canada, and in the course of the year I get in touch with
_ probably 8,000 or 7,000 Italians, _ L
“Will you kindly let me know what you can’ do for hié in the above, and oblige,
“ Yours respectfully,
) « ANTONIO CORDASCO,
* “Per A, Ganxa”

Q. Do you remember whether he got the agencies for these companies i—A. Yes,
a few daya after, I think about ten or fifteen days.

“1). So this was before he wroto to the people in Ttaly for ten thousand men 1—A.
1 do not remember the date of that letter. .

1 Q. These were in November, 1803, and your letters were early in 1904)

Mr. Alberto Dini admitted the following advertisement was inserted in the issues
of La Pairia Italiana of January 14 and 21, 1004, namely: ‘

« For the coming spring Mr. Dini announces that there will be a very large demand
for periaps 10,000 laboure.s for the coming spring. Italian workingmen know that
Mr, Dini is the represeniative of very many construction companies, and also are aware
of the proverbial integrity with which he has in the past proven during the many years
he hes resided in Canade. Every one who wishes to be ussured of work at good wages
fiom the epring to the coming winter can go from the present time and be ingcribed-
at the banking office of Mr, Dini, 2026 8t. Catharine Street.” :

In his examination he gave the following evidence: .

¢Q. This is an advertisement of La Pailsia Italiana, that ie your neme —A. I
do not know who put it in. . ' o )
- £Q. Boe, there is a sinilar advertisement put in by Mr, Cordasco t—A. I cannot
say; a man coming home, employéd by La Patria Italiana, ssy, You will see Cor-
dasco wants about 10,000 men, and I told do what you like. - I do not give number,
The paper cams out and I see the advertisement. s o
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Q. It was not your anthorization, you did not suthorize it I—A. No, sir. What
papess say that ?

‘Q. La Patria Italiana ¥—A. Same paper.

‘Q. Yes. What excuse had you, Mr. Dini for giving an advertisement calling for
10,000 Iialians ?—A. I have not told to put in ten thousand. I told you they will
reply to Cordasco’s advertisement. T never told to put 10,000 or 5,000.

*Q. *What was Cordasco’s advertisement #—A. I think about 10,000,

Q. How many Italians do you think you have succeeded in bringing here 1—A.

I did not bring any at all,

‘A. Mr. Cordasco says lie brought in 12,000 in three yearsi?—'-A. Cordssco 2 1 do

- not know what ke did, I have not bring men here at all.

‘Q._Have you ngents in Europef—A. No, sir.

* A card having been produced to Mr, Dini with his name on same e was asked :
“That is given to persons —A, Given to persons coming from Chaisso to Montreal.

Q. That is they are recommended to you by the Societa Anomina d’Emigrazione
at Chiasso ?-—A. Yes,

‘Q. Wk 4 you told me a minute ago was hardly correct; you have given authority
for these to be given to introduce men to you #—A. Well, some times in the late sum-
mer labour is very scarce, and they want to go around to Quebec.  When the ship
arriving in Quebec and get labourers and he write to meo. Said T know you have a
good name, and if I like I recommend to you. .

“Q. And that is what this card ‘s for #—A. Yes. .

‘Q. How did it get to Chiasso 1—A. I do not know ; probably the society gave
it to him. i}

‘Q. Do yeu Lknow any one in Chiasso 1—A. Well, I see one nan when I was in
Italy last year. I say to one or two agents, if you send these men récommend to me.
I can promise nothing if men come to Canada otherwise. I go and see that man you
consult in Dolo Vico. I saw him and another in Chjasso. °

‘Q. Was that Ludwig ¥—A. Yes. : :

‘Q. What agreement did you enter into with Ludwig about bringing men over
from Italy +-—A. No agreement; I told him just a few words. He said, “ Dipi, you
are here, I am glad to meet you. I think you do the best you can for the inen, Give -
them your-address, because tie men complain when arrive in Montreal somebody else
takes them.” Tle says, ho repeats, ke complains, and that is the reason why I will
send to you because there is no complaint at all.’

‘Q. How many men came to you this spring from Chiasso #-—A, T cannot -tell

- exactly, probably 300, probably 2003 1"d6 viot think more,

‘Do you remember receiving that letter from the firm of Corecco & Brivio !
—A. Yes, sir. Co

<7 “Q. This letter is dated May 7, 1904, and is from Beodio, Switzerland, and nddress-

ed to Mr. Alterto Dini, Montreal. )
“You ave already aware that our firm has had your address for saveral years,
having during that time sent you a great numher of labourers. They received from

W e

our sending you such men has caused some trouble, )

“You are also aware that our firm is corresponding with the ¢ Societa Anoniwma
d'Emigraz.one, La Svizzera, es well as with other agencies of emigrativn of Switzer-
land, which have been regularly and legally constituted.

“You do not ignore that a brother of Mr. Schenker, one of those who brs opened
an office in Montreal for the exchange of money in order to compete with you, nas
lately opened an office in Chiasso, Switzerland, and goets passengers from Italy through
the Delp of Schenker who is in Montreal. : T e

“The latter sends-to his brother in Ohiasso notices and orders tor the shipment .
of men, and tae brother reads the notices to the passengers mentioning the ships they
ought to go by. - )

_vou all the help and information possible regarding-work-mud “we have no doubt that
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“ Having had knowledge of this action on the part of Schenker wo took the liberty
of addressing ourselves to you 3 order to edvise you and inform you thereof ‘and to
ask if it would be possible for you to do something for us in-the matter.

“Tn order to facilitate the thing for those who wish to go to Montreal through
friends, you can exact yourself in Mos tread the amount of the passage money. Send
us an order for shipment, saying at the same time that you should pay us only 170
francs from Chiasso to Quebee. All that you can get above that from the interested
parties will remain to your benefit. )

%]t is understood that our shipments will be executed as far as we are concernad
with aceuracy and-precision, - - . e .

«We enclose herewith a list of the dates of sailings of the ships of tas O.P.RR,,
plying from Antwerp, and wo beg to reply to.us and hope tint the same may be
favourable.

“ We remain,

“ CORECCO & BRIVIO.”

~ “P.S.—You can interest yourself in another way by suggesting to those who want

tv got their people to Canada, to take or get transportation through our firm. Or you
may give us the address of the immigrants so that we may write to them and offer
them our services. When the shipment is finished we will send you a commission,
such as it may be possible for us to pay.”’ ‘ C

¢Q. Do you.know this firm, Mr. Dini 1—A. No, sir. :

¢Q. They say they have been communicating wita you for several years 1—A.,
Wel}, I told you ysterday that men coming from Chiasso gave me a card.

-4Q. Very many men {—A. No, sir. . - -

Q. When did you receive this lettér 1—A. I do not remember, in April or May.

‘Q. What did you do on the receipt of it3—A. I never answered it

Mr. Dini was in error when he stated that he did not give any instructions te¢
have the advertisement inserted in La Pafria I taliana. Mr. Di Rosa in hia evidenco
states: - : .

.. ¢Q. You are cditor of Lz Palria Italiana 1—A. Yes, chiéf editor.

¢Q. Do you remember Mr, Alberto Dini asking you to write out an advertisement

calling for 10,000 labourers ¥—A. Yes, sir.
¢Q. This advertisement was published January 14 and 21 last, ¢ For the coming

- gpring; &e:3 -did-Mr. Dini -ask-you to- writo-that- #—A: Yes, the first time, — -

¢Q. And it was repeated in other editions =—A. Yes, many times.
¢(). What is the circulation of your paper -—A. Frem 1,200 to 1,300.

Q. Dini suid here the other day that he knew nothing about this advertisement,

he saw it only afterwards 3-—A. He came himself to my office and asked me to write
the advertisement, ‘ : :

" ¢Q. Where did Dini tell you to writo it, at what place #—A. In the newspaper
s

Means and Methods Adopted to Bring About Immigration.

In addition to the means and methods to which I have already referred, the ovi-
dence shows that Mr. Cordasco employed agents in the United States for the purpose
of hiring Italians for e C.P.R,, he also had printed letter headings and envelopes
bearing the Ttalian crest, 1ao enveloy-s being in different colours, green, blue, yellow

- and brown. In his evidence with reference to these, he stated:

¢ Q. Does oot that crest belong t. Ttaly f—A. Tt is not the full crown of Italy.
Q. On arrival in Ttaly the; -sould taiak that came from the King —A. I do not
know that, your Honour. ’ ) T
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‘Q. You had these envelopes in different colours, green, blue, yellow and brown,
these are all Antonio Cordasco’s crestsi—A., Yes, your Honour,
‘Q. Why did you put the Ttalian crest upcn them without authority t—A. I did
not do it myself, Ganna did it.
Q. You have the crest upon all your letter paper and envelopes, even upou that
banquet invitation t—A. Al through Ganna, 1 was sending nobody. '

‘Q. You had no authority to allow you to print the coat of arms on your en-
- velopes t—A. I am ready to take it off if your Honour wishes,

‘Q. Was not tnat done for the purpose of making these poor immigrants think
£ Yyou wero connected with the Italian goveritnent, and that you were veally the King
! of Labourf—A. I will cut them oft. Of course I asked Ganna; he is not responsible,
it is not a full crown.”

G SRR, SR O

It was further shown that at least one or two persons went from Montreal to Italy
fcr the purpose of bringing out Italian labourers, With respect to these the following
cvidence was given by Mr, Cordasco:

‘Q. You know Mr. Marcucei #—A. I never saw him.

‘Q. When did Mr. Marencoi go over to Italy i—A. Marcucei, T don’t know any-
thing about him.

‘Q. Ho was sent over from Canada to bring these men out to this country?—A,
I never sent him there, _ o

* Q. Did you ever hear of that before T—A. T never heard if this man went from
Canada to Italy for maen. '

‘Q. You know Boconcelli I—A, Yes.

‘Q. Was Marcucei only employed 1—A. I have heard him mentioned, but I do
not know this man. :

‘Q. Then Marcuce. did go from Canada 1—A. T do not know, I think Boconcelli
sent him. )

‘Q. What did he send him for 1—A. I do not know.

‘Q. How many tickets did Boconeelli get from you to bring men. out —A, About
13 or 14 men, the books show it. :

‘Q. How much did Boconcelli pay for the tickets?—A. $36.65 from Naples to
Montreal; $30 from Naples to New York; $6.65 from New York to Montreal,

Q. Did he buy tickets direct from Naples to Montreal +—A. Yea,

‘Q. What is your profit on each ticket you scll $—A. In this company T think 87

‘Q. How many tickets had you issued #—A. 14 tickets to Boconceeili, - :

Q. Who diréeted him to do all that work, you #—A, Yes, :

‘Q. You instructed him 1—A, For tais work, yes.

‘ Q. Boconcelli was a great friend of yours t—A. No friend of mine, no relation,

‘Q. Never mind the relations, you lent him money —A. Yes, o -

‘Q. How much #—A. About $380. ' .

. “Q. Now you sent Marcucci over to Italy with these tickets —A. T know nothing

about that, I heard he sent him.

* Q. Heard of it_after he ‘bought-the-tickets; — Murcucei eame back again 1—A, T
nover heard of it.

Q. Heard about it t—A. Boconcelli told me, that is all T know.
3 Q. How much did he charge these men 1—A., I do not know,
‘Q. You heard t—A. I did not, . -
g ‘Q. What is the use of saying, you told me you did, they charged these unfor-
tunate men $60 for every $30 ticket sold, Boconeelli said it -—A. He probably did, 1
o -do not know whether he got 860, $65 or $70. » .
il Q. You are swearing to it, how much did he chargo these men?—A. T think
S " Boconcelli said he was going to chargo $60.
“ ‘ Q. Now, you have given money to Boconeelli, gave him $100, took a $125 nols
! for it on demand t—A. That is all business,
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‘Q. You sent him out as foreman #—=A. I did that.
- ¢Q. One of the first menf—A. On July 16.
‘Q. He gave you a list of his men 1—A. Yes.
Q. He brought these Italians with him ¥—A. I don’t know, I gave him €35,
' Q. How was Boconcelli to get this $60 from those men i—A. I do not know.
‘Q. Yes, you talked -the matter over with him, you were to get money from him t .
—A, I lent him money to accommodate.
fQ. It wag to come out of his wages ?-—A. Yee, whenever he got them.
~ “Q. That was understoodi—A, Yes,
*Q. These men wero to pay their money out of their \vnges —A. T had nothmg
to do thh him. ; ’
‘Q. You loaned Boconecelli the money because he brought men out, gdld tickets
and was to get it out of their wages 1-—A. I only loaned him money.
— 777777 “Q. The first note you took was for $125, you paid him $100 1—A. Probably.
‘b? The second note was for $65, how much did you pay him ¥—A. I do not re-
mem )
Q. The third note was for $190, how much did you pay him, 8140 1--A. Prob-
ably. -
‘Q. Tnese moneys yon sald you wero ¥ be recouped as soon ‘as he got hls wages
from _the.Canadian Pacific I—A. Whenever he earns it.
‘Q. He was also to receive money from these men brought out trom Italy 3—A,
I do not know, he told me that they owe nim an amount of money.
‘Q. He was to get their wages to pay it #—A. I do not know.
© Q. He told you t—A, He was looking to the men to pay the money. :
- ‘Q. Because he was to get their weges, every man of them, was not that the case,
he was to get their wages t~—A, That is what he eaid.’
Mr. Ganna, in his examination, stated as fol]ows.
. ‘Q Do yqu remember \Ilcola Maroni +—A. He had seven or eight steqmshlp
offices in Montreal. ‘
. *Q. Is he here now f—A. Not at present.
Q. Who were the men he brought out #—A. This I cannot tell.
‘Q. How did he come to send so many men »—A. T remember he came twice,
‘Q. Did he come in the same ship a8 Boconcelli t—A. Perhaps, one time I thmk
he came. with Boconeelli, I .om not sure, yes, he came about tha same time.
--£Q. He came on the same. day, on January 11 +~—A. In January;-yes: - A
Q. Do you know how many tickets he purchased 3—A. I cannot tell you exactly.
‘Q. Boconcelli and Maroni, there are seven marked there t—A. Yes.
Q. Do you know how much he charged these men going.out —A. I do not know
what Maroni charged. ’
Q. Probably the same as Boconcelli, they were toge‘her §—A. Some people have
told me that Boconcelli charged $60, but I do not think th's ia true, - -
‘Q. Mr. Boconcelli told that to Mr. Cordasco, that is what you heard?—A, Yes, ©
pothaps.! ) .

Persons Engaged in Promoting Italian Immgration.

The eyidence shows that the on]y persons engaged direct,ly or mdxrectly in Canudn
in promoting the immigration that took place were (George E. Burns and Antonio Cor-
dasco, acting on’ behalf of the Canadian Pacxﬁc Railway Company, and Alberto Dini.
The Schenker Brothers referred to in the Corecco & Brivio letter to Mr. Dlm, had

‘ eeased doing buginess in Montres) some time previous to the \mmlgrahon in quahon,
md ao fe na the evidenoe showed had nothmg to do with same,
=
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TREATMENT OF IMMIGRANTS BY AGENTS IN MONTREAL.

7 The evidence shows that there were at least 6,000 Italian immigrants in Montreal
in the month of May last, many of whom had been induced to come to Canada by reason
of the advertisements and representations made to them a3 above set forth, The evi-
dence shows further that the Italian labourers could not obtain employment with the

H Cenadian Pacific Railway without first paying Cordasco the sums demanded by him,

Mr. Burrs refused to employ any Italians unless through Cordasco. The Ttalian Im-

migration Aid Society, in order to relieve these men from this imposition, on March 6,

{ 1903, wrote to Mr. McNicoll, General Manager of the Canadian Pacific Railway Com-
f o pany;as followsz— -~ — - - o

L . “Drar Sir,—We noticed in yesterday’s Star that your company and sub-agents
g, fear not to be able to secure a sufficient number of labourers to carry on all the esti-
L — - mated work for the coming season. ' '
L “ Two months ago we applied to your company, proposing to supply all the labour-
R ars you might need, and now we beg to apply to you personally sfating again that:
£ “You can trust on us for any number of men you may require, even for thousands.
Do  “We shall supply these men without any charge whatsoever for the company, and
P shall act as interpreters and do all the work, so as to prevent any kind of trouble or
a0 annoyance for the officers and employeez of the company, ] B
Pl "% Qur society being under the control and subsidized by the Italian government,’
we may have good, sober and honest people coming to us through the Emigration Office
in.Rome, that would never allow criminals or sick wen to come here. <
# Later on, when the railway work will be over, we shall try-to scttle those men on
land and make them good and industrious Canadian citizens. i
“ As our principal aim is to protect our countrymen against any kind of swindlers,
i . of whom they have been victims until now, we try to secure the good-will and co-opera-
o " tion of all the companies that engage Italian labourers, the Canadian Pacific Railway
. Company first, as the most important of the Dominion, offering our services for the
(S allotment of the men. . R :
< “Pwo months ngo we sent to the Canadian Pacific Railway Company fifty copies
of our by-laws, aud a3 perhaps they did not reach you, we beg to send to you another
one of them, from which you may see that our work is highly moral, and that it de-
o serves to be taken into consideration. ' ’
p o e Pleiise address yourself to our office, wheré you will find our agent always at your
’ disposal for any information your company may require. -
o _ “Tpysting to hear from you very soon, 8o as to put us in condition to be aiways
H rendy to meet your requests. . . :

i e b o g s st

i
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“Yours truly, .
j : , “ 0. MARIOTTI, Sec.-treggy;erﬁ,w_/—«w{' T
i - ' “The Tmmigration Aid Soc., No. 17 i
"o this letter they received the following reply:— B
v : “March 16, 1903.
“ Q. 0. Mariormi, Esq,, - »
See.-treas. Immigration Aid Society, No. 1,
i o # 906 Lagauchetitre St., Montreal. ;
i . {“Dean Sm,—Referring to your letter of the 5th inst,, directed to the second vies-
o president and general manager of the company, and also referring to the conversation
' " with the delegation representing your society which took place in my office some days
820, I would state T have takeh up the question of the employment of labour with the
proper authorities, and have to advise you that it is not the intention of this conipany
to change the arrangements for the employment of Italian labour, which have been fn
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vogue during the past fow years; our present system has glven entire satisfaction so
far, and I therefore regret I shall be unable to place direct with your aoclety any apeelﬁo
order for any number of men,
. “Yours truly,
“G. E. BURNS,
Spmal Agent.

A number of Italmns gave their evidence before me showing that Cordasco de-
manded a fee of $1 for registering the name of tae applicant, as labourer, and $10 a9 )
foreman_or interpreter; _that he subsequently. demanded from.the labourer-$2-to 83— - -
as a further feo before he would recommend them for employment; after receiving
theso sums of money he did not get employment for them, and refused to repay the
sums 85 obtained. A number of thesc men had to bring suit against him for the re-
turn of moneys 8o paid, and under a Judgment he was compelled to repay eertam of,
- these sums. . : S e

Mr. Gordasco in his evidence with reference to the receipt of thcse sums of money'
admitted same.

Tt was admitted that there were at least sixty-threo foremen. since the beginning

of November, 1003, up to May or June, 1904, the greater numbek of whom paid'ﬁ(’)’

* each; and that there were 3,916 men registered, of whom 400 paid $4 each.. Coraasco
in his evidence stated: ..

“The men paid me $1 in December, $2 in March later on in June they came
along and wauted to get registered, and they forced me to take moré money.” -
‘Q. You were making out a statement last night as to the number-of men who
regiatered with-you-this year i—A. My bookkeeper has got it, I think. - :
*Q. From the statement that-you produced, Mr. Cordnsco, ‘there appears to be
* gixty-three foremen 1—A. Well, yes.
¢ Q. Have these men all paid +—A. Three have not pmd ' J
‘Q. If all had paid it would be $680 1—A. I received $10 unless for tnree men)
"this would be $600. '
" ¢Q, Then I see 3,916 men, is that right 1—A, It is nght
£Q. You received from these §3,666 1—A. Yes. ; e }
‘Dﬁ you know what rate they paid +—A. Bome $1 and some 88 eeTTsTTTTTT
‘Q. How miuph did you charge the Canadmn Pacifie Rallway —A. I dnd not
recoive anything, I did not care, . - -
¢Q. You chargéed $5 a day when you were sendmg ‘them out before tais ammge
ment #—A. Yes, if I did a full day’s work, - -— e
e -+ Ig that statement of the charge at $5 during last year up to the end of De-
cember, 1903 +—A. Yes.

. ¢ Q. You_recsived from the: QJ?,R.jl,iﬁﬁ_up 4o the end of last year~—h0w much ————-
‘this year *—A. Only a few dollars for January, February and March, I cannot say
whether it was $400 or more.

¢Q. Now, you say there are over 404 paid $4 who had been rcglstered thoe, Jhave
they work yet 1—A. No, )
Q. You got their 84 —A. Yes, I am going to give them back. :
‘Q. You got #3 from each of theso men between the 5th and 19th July, you got
over. O}?OO from thesp men, —A, If they want the money back I wxll glve 1t to- the
1o-mg | S -
1Q. Mr, Condasco, how mueh money have you recexved ft‘om all those you havu :
ﬁmploye’d 1—A, Ganna has got the ﬁguree. he has done my work, and 1 wlll take whit
o says.’ | -

19
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Mr. Ganna gave the following evidence:

‘Q. Do you know how much Cordasco makes in a year out of these peopls 1—A.
I cannot tell you, because I Imve not been with him a year; for about six months I
can say about $7,000.

Q. Out of men for six months +—A. No, out of the men altogether, out of the
men registered now.. You have that list, the.amount is-$6,121. - - :

‘ Q. How much from the Canadian Pacific Railway during the same months #—A.
That changes cvery month, some times $270, sometimes $300, T think in July about
$600, becruse 300 have left for work, and they had some provisions, ‘

" ‘Q. How much would that be in addition to the $6,121%—A. 81 for each man.

Q. How many for six months this year?—A. Of this year, 8727

Q. How many steamship tickets from Italy for these men?—A. I think about 125
from Ttaly, and he gets 87. ) )

Q. That is only one company, how much from every company {—A. About 105
or 8735, - ) .
‘ Q. In connection with these men he therefore makes pretty nearly $10,000 a year

e AL PR ST
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7" on_them?—A. In one yeari I know-only- these months, — — —
‘Q. Well, then, from October to October?—A. I suppose so.
“ Q. That $20 referred to in Franco’s letter was received by him because he wanted
a position as foreman {—A. Yes. : o )
"¢Q. How high does Mr, Cordasco go in his demands for money for getting posi
tions as’ foremeni—A. Nothing, he wrote himself and sent $20 instead of $10 because

s L e e A

‘he}i.oped to get work before some others.” . _ .

In addition to the sums cherged by Cordasco to these Italian labourers he was
authorized by the Canadian Pacific Railway to supply them with food on their Journey
from Montreal to their destination, he received 5 per day for every day that he worked
for the Canndisn Pacific Railway, whether for looking after Ttalians or other iwork
including the obtaining and forwarding of the provisions. He charged up the pro-
vieions to the company, who in turn charged them -up against the men pro rala, and
deducted same out of théir first wages, paying these sums so charged by Cordasco to
him, In connection with these charges the following evidence was given:

Mr, Skinner, who is labour agent for the Canadian Pacific Railway, and had
charge under the superinteridence of Mr, Burns, of the employment of all Italians,
4 certifies the accounts of Cordasco from month to month. )

He gave the following evidénce :—

Q. In addition to that, I see he supplies Italians going n distance with provisiona?

L — A He-does. - bl bt

‘Q. These provisions are charged against their wages?%A. Yes.
*Q. Who checks. the accounts for such supplicsi—A. I check them.

s Q. How do_you check_them, what -means do-you take-to see they ars corfecti=k

Well, the first thing I do is to see whether T think he has supplied enough or too much

stuff for the partics leaving, and then I look over the prices charged for each item.

‘ Q. You look over the prices charged ,fopeachfitem;andfasoertainihhﬁy"‘a're ¢or-

rect, by what meanst—A, The only way to ascertain, I judge. E

" “Q. You understand he just chargés the amount he pays for these articlesi—A, I
underatand the articles are bought from him. He adds an amount for what he thinks
s fair price. ) T ‘

b Q. Are the articles bouﬂht from him{—A. The articles m‘ﬂbﬁﬁ@htf\‘o}ﬁ ]ﬁi.i, _,; T

£Q. On your orderf--A. .On-Mr,-Burns’ order.——— , .
... .+Q. You pay bim for getting these things--A, O, no, he is not paid for getting

[
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£ Q. Would you look at the items of March 15, 1604 (hands him Cordasco’s ac-
count) i—A. March 185, yes, I see. :
* Q. Services rendered in sending provisions to Westward train; it is 0.K.d, that
is a 85 item {—A. That is not for Italian labour. e .
*Q. It is for Chinese; it is a charge against you, the only difference is that you
1id 1ot get it back frora the Chinese, but you did from™ the Ttalians,  He charged &~
for that day. $54.05 for these provisions; look at the account i~-A. Yes, 854.08.
‘ ¢ Q. He bought them for $37.95 tho ssme dayi—A. I am not aware. :
¢Q. There is an account produced by Mr. Cordasco; $16.10 made on that little
item of $37.95. What means have you taken to find out what were the prices of the
articles supplied to tle Italians and Chinese —A. I have taken no means, I havwe
looked at Cordasco’s account. -~ .
£ Q. Without knowing whothér they were reasonable or noti—A. I just went ¢n
my own judgment,- - oo -0 _ ‘
¢ Q. Look at the April account you passed. What is the charge he miakes there for
<hipping men ¥—A. Charges $5. L o,
TQ. For that he gives provisions on that date?-—A. He only gels 85 for shipping™
and loading provisions, : . S
¢ Q. That is all he is entitled to, that is bread for your men. Now, -what is the
sccount for provisions t—A. $162. ,
*Q. As you seo (showing account) the original cost of these various items was
$94.72 1—A. - I never saw that before. : . ' ,
£Q. But could you not have found it out from any person doing business in Mont-
real. Theze Italians had to pay $152 for what was purchased for $94.721—A. At the
same timo I gathered from this statement that they were not.paying any more than
they would be obliged to pay for themaelves. S e
¢Q. The Canadian Pacific Railway were paying Mr. Cordasco for acting in the
interest of theso Italians, They were your employees; now, what means did you. teke,
as a servant of the Oanadian Pacific Railway to find out that you were getting articles
al the lowest price for these men #—A. In reply, I can only say I scanned Cordasco’s
account item by item, and if the iteras were reasonable I passed them. SR
¢ Q. Without knowing what they could be bought for elsewherel—A. Yes. .. -
Q. So you see he gets $5 . day, and how much from the unfortunate people who :
have to pay for these supplies going out west 1—A. $152 less $04.72, $57.28 he gets
out of that. ‘ : ST
Q. Don’t you think that is & little more than fair, he is your sctvant, g has to

~ supply these articles, has he not ?—A. I quite ece the point. . .
Q. Why should you allow him to make money out of these meni—A. Tt is not
a great hardship, the cost to the mgn.’ : ©

-~ Tn explanation of these accounts-Mr. Burns in his eﬁdeuco stated :— -

¢ As regards sardines, I went into the msiter once, I think last year. I spoke to =~

" Qordasco, ¥e admitted having charged too much, and he put the price at ten cents,

which gave still a good margin, T de¢ not know what he charged; 1 did not care, he

F was looking after the matter, and if hewvas not giving away the goods for nothing it .

— “would-simply mean-he ‘had-a-good-busine:s-contract, and-the cost of the-goods-supplied ———

| by him to the Canadian Pacific Railway I had nothing to do with except, to go.ovar
Lis nccounts and to sce the rétail prices at the grocery stores were not overstepped.’

1Q. You pay Cordasco $5 a dlay during the time he is employed in any work ‘for N

o the Canadian Pacific Railway t-=A: Yes. —— — i

***** -~ Tk work consisted “of getting provisionsfor-thesu men' when-necessary b==As
That s separate. o o oL I .

' ¢Q. He charged $5 for supplying pro.isions #--A. 1 had noticed it ir the accounts.
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‘ Q. Supposing now that instead of Cordasco gotting provisions you got them,
would you charge a profitt—A, None whatever. o N o
" Q. He is, in your position, gets paid for that work i-=A. I-do not understand it
" that wav. - . ' -
Q. That {s, he not only gets $5, but charges a profit on everything he buys!—A.
Not the Canadian Pacific Railway. o '
‘Q. It is far worse.if it.is not the Canadian Pacific Railway; it is against these

unfortunate Italians who do not know anything about prices?—A. I do not know if -

the prices are not excessive. ' ) -
- Q. There should not be one cent profit if Cordasco was paid for the servicet—A.
That is one way of looking at it. I always regarded that as his prerogative, ’
‘ ou were quite willing that these Italians should pay double prices for these
thinga?—A. He has a right to make seme profit, :
‘ Q. There is an account for $159, how much did he actually pay; the statement is
added there 1--A. $04.52. - —
Q. Now, then, supposing we pass from them to the ‘Chinese; the Canadian Paoific
Railway woild pay for the provisions for the Chinese out of their -own pocket, is not
thiat so—A. Yes, sir. ) » . ’ C -
~ Q. The provisions are charged against the Chinese on the same principle i—A.
Yes :

.

*Q. You pay him $5 per day for providing these provisions, look up the amount if
you are not sure?—A, Yes, sir, ’ -

Q. How many hundred dollars during the year has Mr. Cordasco made in this
monner?—A. I would like to look over the accounts for information, .
‘Q. Will you kindly go over these aceounts and find out what he has charged for

provisions to Chinese and Italians and for services?—A. I will, Your Honour.
* * * * * *

" Q. Have you gone over tho statement for the last year to see what is the total’

amount charged for provisions{—A. I have taken all of 1903 and 1904 to date.
. “Q. From the beginning of 1903 to June, 1904, how much does it amount to?—A,
$6,453.41. . B

‘Q. Would that -be paid by Italiana only or by Italians and Chinesel—A. This
wnild be by Italians and Chinese; the latter docs not amount to a great deal.
“ ‘Q. Have you gone over the profits that were charged on these provisions by Cox-
dasco?—A. As far as I could.
Q. What would be the percentagei—A. About 63 per eent,

Q. What worl that amount to on the wholef—A. About $3,600 or more.

‘Q. Nearly $4,0001--A. $3,800; I will go over it again.’

Mr. Burns in his examination with reference to the payments made by the labour-

ers to Cordasco stated that he understood Cordasco recvived $10 from each foreman, .

and from $1 to €2 from each labourer; that he investi_gated certain complaints of
greater charges than these having been made, but that he believed Cordasco in prefes-

.. ence.to those making the complaints, _The evidence shows, however, that Mr, Bumsﬁ

is not candid im his-answers_relating to this matter. On March 81, 1504, Mr. Cor-
dasco wrote Mr. Burns a letter in which ke stated: ‘I charged Xtalian labourers some-

——timeg $3; sometimes $2, sometimes $1, sometimes nothing; same thing for Italian intes:

preters, according to reason. I charge cach of them from nothing up to §15, gccording .
to ebility of them if they are able to pay.’ : -

. Mr. Burns wrote a lotter to Mr. Timmerman, general superintendent ot Toronte, |
____on the 17th May, 1004, in which_ R

...."“Under the present condition, starting from this year, all Italians may be ¢y

goged through Cordascn's offive for the Canadian Pocifie Railway without the payment .

Mr. Burns stated: . . - .- e

1
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of a single cent, but in the past as indicated in Cordasco’s lotter on April-QOth he has
not been out for his health, and I have no doubt has exacted his fes as ia usual in ‘suth
cases not only in Montreal, but all over the country, as probably you are aware.” "

Mr. Burns made a new ammgement with’ Cordasco in April, 1904, in consequenss.
of a suit against the. railway company brought by some Ttalian labourers for the return
of the amounts charged by Cordasco, in which Judge Curran of Moutreal held that the
company were liable owing to the fact that their agent, Cordasco had received the
moneys and had not given employment. The new arrangement was that Cordasco was
not to charge the men anything whatever, but that the company would pay- him the
sum of $1 for cach man he employed for them. - Although this arrangement was made -
in April, Cordascq still continued up to the commencement of the inquiry to qolleot
up tc $4 from esch labourer, and this with the knowledgo of Mr. Burns.

- The ovidence shows that Mr, Dini charged $1 only for obtammg employmem jor
men; and nothing for foremen. Other intelligence agents cliarged from #2 to $3 for
obtaining«men, and no charge where employment was not given. Jt was also shown
by evidence that Coordasco charged a féo from the labourers on gmng them a free pusi )
provxded by the company.

» .
LR

Results of the Immigration upon canadhn Wox'lv;ingmen. o

Il

The evidence shows that the arrival of such a large number of 1mmigranta in‘wr‘
fered with the wages of the working men in Moniveal. Mr, Honore Qervais, member -
of Parliament, representing the Division of St. James, Montreal, being asked what in
- his opinion would be the results on resident labourers in Montreal of the- brmging iu
of such a large number of labourers stated :—

“ I would think it would be most detrimental to the interests of resident ]abourera,

" because having to accept fixed salaries they have to make a sicale that would. cover ths
cost of living, aud by the coming of these Ttalian labourers in such large numbers with-
out a moment’s warning to our shores, the scale of wages is destroyed because there ary
“too many men willing to work-at reduced rates, and thus our resident labourers ary -
bound to suﬁer Accordingly, on account of the eudden fell 01 decresse in wages gen-
crally, it is most detrimental to the workimen of Canads, o the workmen of Monirea), -
that ef any monwént some ten thousand men shall be thrown on ouif shores and:eéms
in cOmpehtxon with our workmen resident in Montreal » .

. M. Hunnafoxd enginee> of the Montreal Street Railway (A)mpauy, stated that
S ;,they had 800 Italians in their service, and that they paid the ordinary labourers 12}
cants per hour, and that the sub-foreen received as high as $1.37 a day, that the rate :
of wages in Montreal to ordinary labourers in other departments iy $1.80 per day, that .
* they have no trouble ‘in ‘obtaining lebourers; and in- answer. to the question “ Well;
you can get any number you wish at 1. 25 per d"y,” hio replied, ¢ They come to - us, ws
do not have to lock for them.”

. MrI1B Macﬁkr_\ipon being asked “ Will you skt_aggjour opinion of the eifect on
___the seale of wages in & city like Montreal, caused by the bringing in_ gi lergy numbers - "
of foreign labourers at one time,’ answered, ¢ The effect of bringiny in large nuisbery

ol E foreign laboum‘s, in'my opu.uon, would be & mductxon in. wages, and probably;pm-",; .
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v iéx;éed hours of labour. When the labsur warket is flooded wages are not liable to

increase, rather to decrease, and it is & benefit to capitalists or companies whe. employ
large numbers of unskilled labourers to have a large immigration in order to have work
performed at less cost. ’ :

‘Q. Can you tell the commission of cértain clagses of labour wherein the wages
did go down?—A. I have been told that in various classes wages have been reduced.’ -

Mr, Charles Hodgson Os'er, superiutendent of mains and services in the Montreal
Light, Heat and Power Company, stated that out of 250 or 260 men employed by tho

company 100 were Italians. . - S - S

‘Q. You remember the influx of Italian labour last April and May?—A, Yes. -
Q. Would that affect the scale of labour for labourersi—A. Yes, I think it would.
*Q. Thesg Italians only received from $1.25 to $1.35 a day t—A. Yes. .
“Q. Are there others besides Italians only receiving that amount{—A. Yes, quite
a number, - . .
Q. Who are they #—A. Well, some English and French speaking men. o
Q. You get.as many- men-as you require on” your work without dificuliy 1A

'We have done it so far, we have had no trouble at all; we had a little tyouble last

year, but we increased the wages to $1.45. We gut lots of men this year at $1.25,
whereas we had to pay $1.45 last year." . o

-+ Q. T suppose there are the same number employed this year as last 1—A. No, 1
have nearly double the quantity this year.

-

Q. The wages then dropped 20 cents 1—A. Yes, theré was a la}ge influx of men, \’/

ond we took advantage of labour as it came in.’

Findings and Recommendations.

T am of opifxion the evidence fully establishes the fact that the large number of *

Ttalian immigrants who arrived in Montreal in the early part of 1904 were induced

to come to this country through the efforts put forward-by Mr, Cordasco representing
himself to be the sole sgent of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company and requiring
10,000 men,. offering them good wages and immediate employment, and that thess
inducements were made by means of advertisements inserted in La Patria Italiana

. and Corvicre del Canada, two newspapers piblished in the Ttalian Tangusge in Moit-
real, which he forwarded to Ttaly, and through the assistance of steamship agents in : P

1taly with whom he corresponded on the subject.

- iir, Burns and Mr. Cordasco were most intimate in their dealings in connection

. with_the émployment ovatalianrlaborers;wThis'waS‘soTGtic'e‘ablé'Es to cauve adverse

criticism of Mr. Burns, it being claimed by some that he was financially intercsted ‘

with Mr. Cordasco in the employment of such laborers; this was denied by both. " Tn
my-opinion, Mr. Burns had control of Mr. Cordasco’s actions and was weli awaro of

the suins that were being paid by the men employed for the Canadian Pacific Rails .

way Company as also for the provisions supplied, but instead of preventing the col-

lection of these extortionate sums, he refused to'interfere when requested to do so.

Mr. Burns states that in December, 1903, he was told in New 'Ybrk';by ‘an :a‘gen‘t o

_ that 16,000 men were being brought into the country- for tme Grand Traok Pacific

.. Railway, a5id that he believed: this to°be-the fact:~ It “lie Were 56 informed, be could
by fuquiry and the use of the most ordinary intelligence, have ticertained-this-t6 be a— Ra—

-
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false statement. Whether it was in consequence of this statement or not, Mr, Cor-
.dasco appears to have at that time commenced his efforts as above describod to ‘obtain
10,600 men, and this without having any ngreement with the Oanadian Paclfic le-'
way Railway Company or any other employers of Jabour for the employment of men.

“In my opinion, he so- acted with the knowledge that’ thess men must apply to !nm )
before obtammg empluyment on the Canadian Pacific Railway, and w1th the obiect of
compelling them to pay him tho large: sums n, is shown he received.

“His dealing with these unfortunata men after their arrival in Montreal in de-
manding and receiving money on the promise of immediate employment, aud after-
wards refising to return same when he could not furnish them with employment,
indicates that his main object in inducing these immigrants to como to Montreal was
for the purpose mentxoned and this he. was enabled to do by Mr. Buins refusmg L
“ employ any Imlla}xs unless ﬂnough lum. o

By obtmmng steamah\p agencies he expected to be the bet.ter able to carry out hxs
ohJect, in obtaining these agencies he was assisted by My, Bums.

His evidence as t2 Biconcelli’s dealings above set forth m(hoates the manne'r n -
which he lntended to use his position as swams:hxp agent.

In my opinion, the city of Montreal should pass a by-law similar_to that enforced
in Toronto respecting intelligence offices, which provides that every person who keeps :
an intelligence office for registering the names. and residences of and giving informa-
tion to or procuring services—Jabourers, workmen, clerka or employees for employers in
want of the same, or for regnstenng the names and resldences of and giving information
to or procuring employment for domestic servants, labourers, workmen, clerks o ohher h
persons seeking employment—should procure a hcense before bexng permitted to carry
on that business. The by-law provides as follows:—

¢ INTELLIOENCE OFFICES,

- 19 ¢ Every-keeper-of an-intelligence office shall keep posted up in a oonspxcuous plaee :
in hxs office; as shall be determined by the chief constable, his license, and also a copy.
of sections 19 to 23, mclusxve, of this by-?aw, which shall be supplied to the hoensee by
- the clnef constable at the time of issuing the license .
20.¢ Every person licensed to keep an intelligence office shall keep, in a conspiguous
——_placeon. the outside thereof, a_sign showing his namse and indicating his-office- hours——————
91.¢ Every person licensed to keep an intelligence office shall kecp a book, which shall
be supplied to the licensee by the chief: coustable at the time of issuing.the license, in
“““which the licensee shall enter, at the time of application, the name and residence of
any person who may apply for employment or who may make applicction to be sup-
pled with any clerk, servant, labourer, workman other employes, and also any and all
* sums of ‘money which may bé received from any person for any such service ; and S
such book shall at all times be open to the inspection. of the chief constable, or any
inspector of pclice, or any other person in the employ. of the police commxssiopem "
22, “ Every person licensed to keep an inteiligence office ahall be enhtled fo reqewe
" at the time of the application the following fees and no more: =~ SN
" .7 f(1) From every male applying for place or ‘employment ae servnnt or }
or workmen, a.sutn not exmding 80 centa; as clerk or ekilled emploxee, €0
Simelkeeper-or ving o team, tl g Rt ou HR
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" person -employed by the day, a sum not excecding 50 cents; for-a goveruness, clerk or-

_ 50 applying; and in the eveént of no place ot employment being obtained as applied for,

_-ment, and I do not recognize the right of -any-pzivate individual to epeak in the mame

. standing of the 1mm1grants coming into Canads, and before they have been brought = . 4
- to Canada; and rejeciing those who aré unfitted, and at the same time making it ]"
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"¢ (2.)From every female applying for plaoe or employment as domestic sorvant,
or person employed by the day, a sum not excseding 25 eents ; as governess, olerk or 1J
skilled employee, housekeeper, or cook, $1; -

" ¥(3) From every péerson making apphcatlon for a male domestic servant, .abouner _
or workman, a sum not excceding 80 cents; for a clexk or otber skilled emp]oyee, coach-
man, butler, rockman, timekeeper, or teamster having & team, $1;

*'%(4.) From every person making application for a female domestic servant,. or

other gkilled employee, housakeeper vr cook, 81;
¢ for which sum a recexpt shsall be given at the time of makmg application to the peraon

or no employse being obtained as applied for, within one week from the date of appli-.
cnt; &on&half the fees 80 pald shall be refunded on the demand of the person produc-
receipt.

23 ‘Every persoit Y. .ed tokeep an mtelllgence office who shall directly or indirect-
li‘ orithirough any person, make or use any improper deviee, deceit, false representation, |
false pretences, or any imposition whatsoever, for any improper purpose, or for the pur- |
pose of obtaining a fee, money or gratuity, or other thing of valus from any customer,
perzon or patron, or who ghall bé guilty of extortion, or of taking or demsnding any "
article or thing, ¢r any fees oxcept those authorized by this by-law, shall be aub;ect to
the penalties of this by-!?w.

A " PENALTY.

‘ Except as hereinafter provided, any person convicted of a breach of any of the . 'l
provigions of this by-law shall forfeit and pay, at the discretion of the convicting magis-.
trate, a penalty not exceeding the sum of fifty dollars for each offance, exclusive of.
costs; and in default of paymnent of the said penalty and costs forthwith, the said pen-
alty and costs, or costd only, may be levied by distress and sale of the goods and chattels .
of the offender; and in caso of there being no distress found out of which such penalty
‘can be levied, the convioting magistrate may commit the offender to the.common, Jul

. of the city of Toronto, with or without hard labou#, for any peciod not exceedmg mx

calendar montbs unless the said penalty and costs be sooner paxd P o . ) .

. My, Gervans, M.P., in his evndence stated :—

¢The class of immigrants that Canada wants to be brought here are picked up by
the proper officials of the Dommlon government, by the proper agent of out govern:

of Canadn to the foreign labourer, and indvce them to come here. 'Wa have aur z
proper officials, who will not deceive the forsign labourer, and consequently, I would .

say that these private enterprises bringing poor men to Canada should be chedked. ‘
Special legislation should be incorporated defining those who shall have the right to \

represent Canada_abroad, hecaus&ihe-good_rmma of - camda ana-the- eredit-may - be-~---~—— —
“imperilled” " Upon being asked the queshon ‘Have you given this subject enough at- \
tentnon to state definitely what in your opinion such amendments to the law should

bo 1 "He replied, * Well, yes, we should have soma_clauses inserted in our xmmlgra~
tion laws, for example, empom.\ ng our quarantine officiala to examine what is the

necessary for the speculators who have been deceivmg these peop}e to send them back.’

Count Masra, in his evidence, was asked :— . _.. . »
¢Q. Then, it is your opinion that. there should be some system to. prevent. ﬂm fie -

““discriminate immigration 1—~A. I told you my -idea is not to d)thhmmym “%
ind(vid\uh to miake a business of that, and to prohiht such nctum.’ ,




ON ITALIAN IMMIGRATION

8RSSIONAL PAFER No. 36b. » . : ]
1 am of opinion that legislation {n the line indicated by Mr. Gervais should he
enacted. . ) o

e e e . t,cone‘“ion._ S S — U ‘;

T am pleased to report that as a result of my inquiry I have received informatioa
from Mr. Cordasoo that he has repaid the sum of $2,017.96 of the moneys received by
him from the Italian labourers, although in his letter to me of August 2, 1804, he -
 atates : * This was the first year I instituted the system of registration, and I may add
that it will be the last, as T intend to carry on my business without- registering any - -
men whatever.’ S _ L

T have much pleasure in acknowledging the valuable services rendered diring -
the inquiry by Mr. H, M. Mowat, K.O., counsel for the government, and of Mr. J. M.
Viglino, Ttalian interpreter, and of Mr. R. Candori, the secretary of the Ttalian Imnmi-
pration Aid Society. . - T e ey
B 1 have the honour to be, sir, o B
Your obedient servant, i "

JNO. WINCHESTER,
S Commissioner.,




