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OPENING DAY'S PROCEEDINGS,
Moxtresr, July 21, 1004,
PRESENT :
" His Honour Juoak WIXCHESTER, Commissioner.
‘H. 3{. Mowar, Esq., K.O, Counsel for the Dominion Government.
Jerome Ixremvoscia, Counsel for the Italian Immigration Aid Sociely.
A. J. Warsu, Counsel for Antonio Cordasco.. ‘ o

The CoxussioNen—Gentlemen, under this commission, issued to me on June 89,

-1904; and signed by the Deputy Governor General, Mr. Justice Robert Sedgewick, 1

now open the investigation into the question of the immigration of Italian labourcrs

. to the city of Montreal.

The Comimission is read by His Honour.

The Codissioner.—This inquity is now open, and I will proceed to examine wit-

" Mr. MowaT—As in another branch of a matter referred to Your Honour, I appear

for the government of Canada in this branch of inquiry. There are two other gentlo-
men here, Mr, Jerome Internoscia, on behalf of the Italian Immigration Aid Society,
and. Mr., A.-J. Walsh, who is watching the case on behslf of Mr. Antonio Cordasco,
As a matter of historical evidence, I proposed to call before Your Honour at first two
gentlemen who would have shown the embarrassment caused to the municipal autho-
rities here by the large number of Italians brought in during the month, of Apri] last,
and also ns to the distress created among them by the fact of their being penniless and
in having work promised them.. These two gentlemen are Mr. Laporle, Mayor of
Montreal, and Mr. Honors Gervais, M.P., but unfortunately both these gontlemen,
through press of other most important. business, are unable to sttend for the
moment, and with Your Honour’s permission, X will ask to postpone calling thex until
Saturday next. ' : '

Mr, AusErto Divi, being swornz . - -

. By Mr. Mowat : . . =
Q. How long have you resided in Montreal 1—A. About 32 years.
Q. How long have you been conducting, among other things, an - cmployment

_ agenoy for labourers —A. I think, about ten years.

" Q. T see in this copy of La Palria Ilaliana your advertisement.. This-is it *
(Hands paper.)—A, (Looking at paper.) Yes. - : ,

Q. You can tell me whether or not this would be a geod translation into English '
of thel: ¢Great number of labourers required ; work .gust.nteed at good wages.
Apply to Dini’s bank, 2026 St. Catherine’s. street, Montreal’ 1—A, Yes. Well,-look
here, some employees from the paper came home one night snd asked me. - .

. Q: And you were also advertising the same thing in the papers in Ttsly +—A: No,
sir. o , - _ -y . : oo
.'Q. There was another advertisement put in by you. This is the translation I

~ hrve got; you can tell me whether it is right or not:— For the coming spricg.—Mr.
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Dini announces that there will be a very large demand for perhaps 10,000 laboprers

" for the coming spring. Italian \vorkingmen know that Mr. Dini is the representative

of very many construction companies and also are aware of the proverbial lntegrity
with which he lms in the past proven, during the many years he hus resided in Mont-
real. Every otic who wishes to be assured of work at good wages from the spring to
the coming winter can go from the present time and be inscribed -at the banking office
of Mr. Dini, 2026 St, Catherine street’ —A. What paper; I have put it in no paper.

That is all I know.

Q. This is an adverticement in La Patria Italtana ; that is your namef—A. T
do not know who put it in.

Q. Sece there is a similer advertisement put ig by Mr. Cordasco ?—A. I cannot say;
a man coming home, employed by La Palria Ilaliana say, you will sce Cordasco wonts
about 10,000 men, and I told do what you like. I do not give number; the pnper comu
out and I see the advertisement.

Q. It was not by your authonzatxon you did not authorize iti—A, No, sir.
What papers say thatd

Q. La Pairia Italiana—A. Same papert

“Q. Yes. What excuse had you, Mr. Dini, for giving an “advertisement ealling

for 10,000 Italians?—A. I have not told to put in 10,000. I téld you they will reply
to Cordasco’s advertisement. I never told to put 10,000 or 5,000.

Q. What was Cordasco’s advertisement #-—A. I think about 10,000. .

Q. I suppose you wanted to show you were not a lesser Italian agent?—A. I think
they were on the same list.

Q. You did not want to admit that you were a less extensive agent than-he wast
—A. I do not understand.

. Q. You were just as good an emp]oyment sgent?—A. I think so; I think I am
better.

Q. So far as numbers, you were not going to be behind #—A. No.

Q. But you hed not. any particular works for railway or construction companies
in your miadi—A. No, sir,

Q. Are you also vice-consul #—A. No.

Q. Were you at one time vice-consul herel—A. No.

Q. You also keep a bank —A. An employmen{ bureau or steamship ngency

Q. How many Italians do you think you have succeeded in bringing herei—A. 1
did not bring any at all,

Q. In the last 10 years?—A. 1 do not bring them, they come themselves,

Q. Through your advertisements, your instrumentality, through your efforts,
through your advertisementsi—A. I never advertise at all. .

Q. Mr. Cordasco says he brought in 12,000 in three yearst—A. Cordascot I do
not know what he do. I have not bring men here at all,

Q. Had you agents in Europei—A. No, sir.

Q. Are you sure of thati—A. I am sure.

Q Dxd you not inquire in England or in Italy, had you any corrcspou.]ents —A.
No, sir. T have no “correspondents at all, by that line of American.

Q. Now, try and remember —A. I am sure I tell the Italians some lots of time
to ba very like going west, probably will be here; and I have looked out for lots of men
to come, but I think thres or four years, in 1898 about 5,000 or 6,000 Itahans come
from Chiasso.

Q. Are you agent for sny steamship companies in Italy —A. Well I got agency
in New York for North German Lloyds, Hamburg-American, Anchor Lme, and two
Tialian lines, one of them called La Velocs and two others v '

Q. In Barcelona?—A, No.

Q. They call at ports in Ytaly#—A, Yes sir, .

Q. I want you to be sure about your answer, I do not want you to answer hastily
‘to me. Are you an agent for emigration societies in the old oounh‘y, such as the
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Anon/moéus Emigration Society called ¢ La Svizzera,! with headquarters at “Chiasso,
Switzerland t—A, No, sir. - ' -
Q. What is thisf—A. I tell you what this mean. .o
Q. Read and translate into Euglish. (Hands him document.)—A. That is my
name. On the one sido is the following: ¢ Signor Albert Dini, ufficio di collocamento,
: N. 2026 St. Catharine Street, Montreal’ And on the other is: ¢ Sig. Alberto Dini,
. volgiate ben accogliere il porgitore del presente, raccomandandoui di valere allo stesso
in quanto gli potesse occorrere. Ringraziandovi dell’appoggio che presterete al med- -
_ esimo, con ogni stima ¢i rassegniamo. Societd Anonima d’Emigrarione, “ La Svizzera” :
Translation being as’followa: ¢Mr. Alberto’Dini—Will you be good enough to receive
the bearér of this and render him such assistance as you may be able tof Thanking you
for any trouble you may take in the matter and with every mark of esteem.
’ : ¢The Anonymous Emigration Society,
’ “LA SVIZZERA”

1Q. That is given to personsf—A, Given to persons coming from Chiasso to Mont-
- reals - o T e - - - - -

Q. That is, they are recommended to you by the ‘Societa Anomina &’Emigra-
ziono? at Chiassot—A. Yes. .

Q. What you told me & minute ago was hardly corrcct; you have given authority
for these to be given to introduce men to yout—A. Well, sometimes in the late sum-
mer labour is very scarce, and they want to go around to Quebec. When the ship
arriving in Quebec ¢ .d get labourers and he write to me. e say I know you have o
good name, and if I like I recommend to you.

Q. And that is what tais card is for?—A. Yes. .

Q. Have you communication with this Italian Immigration Aid Societyt—A. 1
am vice-president.

Q. Has Count Mazza any connection with it¥—A. Not as a member.

By the Commissioner: ,
Q. Where did this card come from!—A. From Chiasso. X
Q. How did it get to Chinsso?—A., I do not know; probably the society gave. to
Q. What societyt—A. I ncver print it. I have no man there at all. .
Q. You think they go to thc expense of printing the cards just to please the men?
" —A. 1 cannot say. . . . :
Q. Did you not print this in Canadai—A. No.
Q. Did you not send this over to Chiasso#—A. No,
Q. Do you know any one in Chiassoi—A. Well, I see one man when 1 wag in
Italy last year. I say to one or two agents; if you send these men recommend to me.
I can promise nothing if men come to Canada otherwise. I go aad see that man you
consult in Dolovico. I saw him and another in Chiasso.
Q. Was that Ludwigl—A. Yes.
Q. Is that a steamship agent therci—A. I was five months in Switzerland,

Q. What agreement did you enter into with Ludwig about bringing men over from
Italy?—A. No agreement. I told him just a few words. He says: ‘Dini you are here
I-am glad to mest you. I think you do the best you can fot the men. I give them
your address because the men complain when arrive in Montreal sorebody else take
them”" He says, he repeats, he complains, and ‘that is reason way I will send to you
because there is no complaint at all:: ' T, e

‘ : Q. How long ago was thati—A, In 1902, - . R ol
g . Q. About eighteen months agot—A. Yes; in April,

Q. How many men came across since this was reported to himi—A. I cannot say.

Q. Well; you have an ideat—A. I do not think there should be many coming te g

see me, g .

36“ . ) e Y ):3\;’
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Q. But you can say about how many; were there two or tareo hundredi—A. T
don’t think more than two hundred.

Q. ‘Wken do they come?—A. Generally come in spring and summer.

Q. How many this last springt—A. This spring §

Q. Yest—A. I cannot tell, - )

Q. Do you keep a record of all men coming?—A. No; men come and show me
card; X say I will seo if I can get work. I keep 1o, record.

Q. How much did you pay for printing this car 13—A. Never paid anything. |

Q. Wherz was it printed?—A. I do not know. s

Q. Did you not bring these cards over to Italy with yout—A. No, sir.

Q. Nor any card at a later date?--A. No, sir.

Q. Did you send taem over?—A. No, sir. :

Q. Then how many men came to you this spring from Chiassof—aA. T cannot tel}
cxactly; probably 100, probably 200. . ; '

Q. Perhaps 2007—A. I do not think more. ’ :

Q. Have you the names of those who came to you?l—A. No; I do not take the
names at all, -

- Q- You-do not take thenanies down at all?™——A. No, air.

Q. How many Italians were there in Montreal last May?—A. T cannot say.

Q. Well, you have a pretty good idea. I only want to know how many you sup-
posei—A., Arrived from Ttaly? -

Q. T do not cure from wheret—A, Some say 5,000, some say 10,000, I do not
know. I never counted. I do not think taere were more than 6,000 or 7,000. :

Q. They were all Italians; had no work I—A. No worx. T '

Q. Were there many of them that had nothing fo eat?—A. Well, I cannot say;
they would be very fow. o S

Q. How many?—A. T do not know.

Q. One thousandf—A. No, sir. I do not think over 100.. I think everyone had
" money. ) . .

Q. You think all had?—A. Yes. ‘

Q. How many were helped by the city authoritiest—A, Well, T do not know.
; Q. How many did you help?#—A. None at all. .
2 Q. Yeu were getting work for them?—A. Yes. )
** Q. You never gave thers a loaf of bread?—A. Sometimes I thought necessary te

help, gave 25 cents. ' . :

Q. You have been keeping an employment bureau for the last ten years. Will-
you tell me exactly how that burean is carried on; how do you conduct your business?
—A. I have got an employment office, bank is name known to Italians, and supposing
an immigrant he comes—— i )

Q. Any conditions? What do the immigrants do?—A. Nothing; he coms there
and ask have any work. ’ :

Q. What do you do then?—A. I tell him yes if I have work. I try and send him,
and if not he have to wait. 4 '

Q. How do you find out if there is any work?—A. I write to several, to cors
tractors, to employers, to Grand Trunk if they want labourers, and if they want daip
them. . . . : o

Q. Have you any of these letters yon wrote to the Grand Trunk—A. Well, lotter
not here; I have one or two letters here. : T :

Q. Let mo sco them; have you them?—A. I write my friends in department, and
department has write tome, 0 o 0 o TR TR
" Q. This is a letter from Mr, Stephens, Montreal, - October .7, 1908, he writes to
youi— - A R A

‘ DEAR S1R,—Your letter of 23rd instant to Mr. Hobson has been referred to me for
a reply, and T have placed the samo on file for reference when construction begins, At

2
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present wa are engaging nothing but engincers on Jocation, and of course it is too early /i
to consider the question of Italian labour for construction purposes.
¢ Yours truly, ) :

¢J. R, Sreruess.”

(?. So you did not get an orderi—A. Yes, sometimes I got a little order for 20
or 40, ’ : ) : ;

Q. On last November you applied to be appointed labour agent for the Grand
Trunk?—A. Yes, S

Q. And Mr. Hays writes to Mr. Stephens that it is too early to employ an agent:
'This is dated November 3, 1903, that is with reference to the Grand Trunk Pacifie.
So nothing came out of thati—A. No. :

Q. Do you represent any contractorst—A. No, I got friends like. D. J. McDonald;
he is a friend of mine. ' i ‘

Q. Let me understand how many contractors do yousrepresent—A. I cannot say
about all. . i :
Q. How many?—A. 10 or 20. When the contractors want labour, they got my
pddress, they write or telegraph to mo if I-have any Ttalians to send them. o

Q. How many have you sent out this spring?—A. I think about 1,000,

Q. Where?—A. All over. . :

Q. Have you goi » list of the numbers{—A. I don’t got any list. I will make
o list of the men I send out. I put all the names on it and givé it to the foremen
who go with the men.

Q. How much do you charge for getting employment {—A. 81,

Q. Who pays the dollar$—A. The labourers. ;

Q.- How much do you charge the foremen i—A. Nothing.

Q. Why, how is this they get better pay?—A. 1 think the foreman has lots of
trouble to get men, to try to have men, I never charge a cent for the foremen.

Q. The only charge you make iz $1 for the labourers §—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How much do you charge the contractorst—A. Nothing.

Q. Nothing at alli—A. No, sir. : ‘ .

Q. Can you tell me how much you received this springi~—-A. Well, T sent out
1,000, I make $1,000. ) . i

Q. Up to the middle of July!—A. Before July. ‘ )

Q. When did you start sending them out{—A. I think in May and June,

Q. And you have met other men from May to the present timef—A., Yes.

Q. How many others are there in Montreal engaged in this work of employing
Ttalianst—A. I don’t know, there are five or six.

Q. Will you give mo the nanes?—A, One Italian.

Q. Give me Jtalians i—A. Cordasco. ) o
) Q. We all know Uordasco, snybody elsel—A. Another Italian somewhere, but don't
know his name. _ » .

Q. What about Monettai—A. I think sone foremen are engaging labourérs hesides,
bureau. - :

. Never mind the foremen, I want the bureaus i—A. 1 don't khow name,
- Q. You don't know the bureausf—A. Well, one in St. James street, nedr St, Peter
street.  Another on McGill sfreet. . B o -
. Do you know the names-—A. No, sir. o
. You are the oldest one in the cityt—A. No. o
" You do not know the naines of the owner{—A. I do not care about the English,
. T meant an Italian%-—A. There is one opened this summer, I think Monetta,
. T-mentioned his name, in. Montreali—A. Yes, B T

Q. Who is the man represénting the Italian paper that came to you and asked
“you for an advertisementi—A. Di Roea, . ° T L
2 Q. Where does ho live?-—A. He left the paper, I'don’t livow if he is In. town.
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Q. Is he the proprictor of the paperf—A. No, he is employed by the paper.

Q. Do you know where he lives —A. No, sir. .

Q. What large book did you produce to mo the other day?—A. That is for
addresses.  You see when T send men out T give envelopes No. 8 and No, 7. No. 7 ia
addressed to my care, and if used by the pérson and letter come to me, and if coming to
the country I will change the address and I will send it to the country. .

a 1% You haye a printed envelope ang then you have a smaller onef—A. Yes, No. 7
and No. 8. . . :

Q. (Judge locks at envelope). This is No. 7 (hands to witness) 1—A. Yes, sir, 1
give it to the labourer. - » .

Q. You give it to the laboureri—A. Yes, sir, - : :

Q. There is a blank space above herei—A. Yes, after letter come to my office 1
put place where he lives in the country and I mail it again. :

Q. Where does this lettgr go, to Italyi—A. Yes, sir.

Q. In letteri—A. In letter written by immigrant to family and he encloses this.

Q. And family will write name above yours and send it out and you get it and
forward to the address of the laboureri—A. When man goes to country, writes to mo
and give address. I put in book any change. He write, I change address.

Q. This is No. 8 envelopet—A. Yes. )

Q. Do you give this to the labourers, too?~-A. Yes. i ‘

Q. This large ond they write to friends in Italy?—A, Friends and’family,
Q. And enclose with their letter a No, 7 envelope +—A Yes. ,

Q.

Q.

A

Is that all you do for the labourersi—A. Yes,

And you receive all their letters in your bureaui—A. Yes, and forward them
if no call at all, . s

Q. If the Iabourer doe& not call you forwardi—A. You see some are hero in town,

 they come themselves to get lotter and other ones gone, but will write to me and I will

address the letter to place where labourer is.

Q. Do you give them any letter parart—A. No.

Q. Any cards that you give themi—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you give them any small amountaf—A., No, .

Q. How much do you charge these men for this work you do for their benefiti—
A, Nothing. - _ : -

Q. Nothing at all?—A. Nothing at sl

Q. The dollar covers thati—A, Yes.

Q. And do you say that you do not charge anything to each contracter or the per-
son employing these men, or the company I—A. No, sir. : -

Q. How many Italians are there without work in Montreal to-day?—A. Well, I
don’t know there are many. I think, sir, there are very few. N

Q. 500 —A. No, I cannot find even 100.

Q. All gone away I—A. All at work. I shipped 40 men last night, I have 40

_to-night, I don’t know whether I can get. I sent to Grand Trunk. Men leave the

work here and men ask street car company $1.25 or leave and go to country.” I don't
think there are 100 men without work in town.- : :

Q. How many bave you shipped out for the Grand Trunk this year #—A. About
200. ° ‘ B '

.Q. How many for the Canadian Pacific Railway #—A. None I do not send for
them, the Canadian Pacific Railway do not come to me at all, :

. Q. Have you ever sent out vaiiy .for'them f—A. I have sent about two or three .

years ago.

Q. That i the last you sent +—A. Yes. .. .. . .- .
Q. Did you charge the Canadian’ Pacific Railway for sending men out t—A,
No, sir. ’ . o o -
Q. Neveri—A. Never a cent. - T o
Q. Any charge to'Grand Trunk for sending men out ¥~A: No, sir, -

s o

-
LU
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Q. The only charge, you state, is $1 for the men and you find employment?—A. Yes
and not pay, somctimes I cannot charge $1. Late in summer when men are SCATCO
I cannot charge a commission. X must send men for nothing.

Q. How many of that class have _you sent out for nothing —A. Weli a good muny.

Q. How many this year {—A. Well this year I do not think I sent many, lota
of time it is easy to get Italians.

Q. Well it is hard work when you cannot get them #—A. Yes.

Q. Who pays you-for that hard work t—A. I never get paid.

Q. For.this hard work §—A. No, sir,

Q This is rather peculiar when you work harder you get less pay {—A, ¢
man is scarcé have asked you must pay $1.

Q. How many came this year, 10,000 or 12,000 in May, how many came frorn
the United States +—A. Well, I don’t know.

Q. About how many ?—-A Very hard for me {0 give estimate, I don’t have,
From the old country there come, well, this spring not more than other years.

Q. You think not #——A. No.

Q. Where did the others come from {—A. From the States.

Q. Which was the greater, from the States or from the Old Country ¢ ‘Weuld
there be more than one half from tho Statest—A. Well, I cannot eay.

Q. Well, I know that you cannot give the exact number, but you are an intelli-

gent man #—A, There are lots come from the States for one year off raxlways in Siates. .

Q. Has work been stopped in the Stateat—A. They say so.

Q. That is what they say?—A. Yes,

Q. Not much work tnis springi—A. No.

Q. What part of the States?-—A. Down from New York and Boston
Q. And oilier States?-—A. Yes.

Q. Wero there many of tiwese men from the States who were in Cahada beforet— -

A. Every year they come from States and go back after work is done, and stay there
during winter, I 'do mot know. I think Canada is cold place.

Q. Is it colder than New Yorki—A. I thiok so. ¥ think colder in Canada thnn
in States,

Q. And that is one teason why they go back for the wintert—A. Yes,

Q. And come back in sprmg?-—-A Sometimes come in spring “Corue to Montrenl

I don’t know.

Q. Have you any agent in the United States?——A No, sir.

Q). Nor any agents in Italy or watzerland {—A. No, sir.

Q. Not even Ludwig—A. No, sir. .

Q. Kle is your agent?—A No, sir,

Q. How many men have you in your office to help you §—A. 1 have two clerks;

two of my own sons.
Q. You do a larger bank busiriess than most of them, do yout—\. Well,—
- Q. Not a bank but a steamship businesst—A. I get a good deal. :
Q. How many prepaid passages did you sell since last Decemhieri—A. I thmk
between 800 and 400.

- . Q. Who paid .these passagesi—A. Friends, cousing of the men come to me end
ask what is the price of prepaid passage, and I tell the prico of eviry company, and
says I will get from Qennaro Veloce and other lme

Q. Any of your agents buy any A, No, an‘.. o

Q. None of your agents buy anyi—A. No, sir.

Q. Do sny of the contractors or any of the railway compamea buy any!—-—A No‘.
gir.

Q. You get paxd your commiasion from the steamship e-.ompl.nles —A. Yes, sir.

Q. Not from those who buyt—A. No, sir.

Q. Ts this all you kuow about bringing in so many Ttalian:, this springt’ “Tell

_ me all you know. about casest—A. Well, I do not know. - Men corre and wint to ' bring
famxly, wife and chnldren some send prepaid to fnends and W “Sousing. :

.




8 REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION
_ 4-5 EDWARD VIi, A. 1803

" Q. That 'i‘s>p}epziiv(i' i)assages, but—-——-—AYes AU
Q. But why did so many come to Montreal last March, April and Mayi—A. I

" don’t know.

Q. Can’t you give me an ideat—A. I don’t know. :

Q. Were you surprised at so many—A. Well I think, I tell the tratn, I do not
think more than in 1903. .

Q. Not more than in previous years f—A. T don’t think we have so very ma._, and
work started late, and all the lahourers be here in bunch in May. In year before I
thing work started in March and April. The Canadian Pacific Railway took asmany *
as 1,000.

Q. How many?—A. Over 1,000, I saw no Ttalians at that time, When I returned
I saw no person here,

Q. No one here on May 17—A. No.

Q. That was two years agof—A. Yes.

Q. You think there were no more this spring than the spring of last year?-—A.
That is my opinion. .

Q. And the reason why there were so many seen at one time was that they were
all in a bunch, work was late, and the number of men sent out to work was not as large
as usual{—A. Yes.

Q. There was a large number working last year?—A. Yes.

Q. The works were all over the country going on extensively i—A. Tt was very )
hard to get men. .

Q. You don’t think that the reason was that extra efforts were being made to get
men{—A, I think that labourer write to friends and family in Italy the truth. As
soon as I come here I get work at $1.50 and $1.75 per day.

Q. How-much do they get in the Old Country$—A.T thiink 25 or 30 cents n day.

Q. Living cheaper there than here —A. Yes.

Q. They would make more here than in Italy 1—A. Yes.

Q. A great many come out because friends write work was plentiful and wages
good —A. Yes.

Q. What papers do you advertise in #—A. I do not advertise at all. ‘

Q. You advertised in a paper 3—A. For the bank, yes..
Q.

Yes, and did you not advertise for labourers —A. Yes.

Q. I am not spenking about the number, but you advertise the bank as a labour.
bureau 1—A. Yes. - .o

Q. You advertised in the Corriere del Canada 3—I don’t know, I got adver-
tisement about two or three years ago.

Q. Did you advertise in any Italian paper $—A. No. )

Q. New York paper t—A. Yes, I have & little advertisement in three or more
newspapers. )

Q. When did you drop this advertisement?—A. I think about two or three years
ago.
Q. Nothing this year ?-——A. No.
Q. Or last fall —A. No.

By Mr. Mowar.—The advertisement in this paper, April 28 of this year, in
La Patria Italiana, it says about the large number of labourers that is wanted.

"The Comssioner—To witness: Do you remember that edvertiscment?—A. In
La Patria, T remember, yes. . ,

By Mr. Mowat:

Q. These Italians came from Italy it seems, although they came from Quebec or
Bostont—A. Théy came from New York, one line from Boston. Now from Quebeo
I do not know, because I have no prepaid.
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. Q. What is the proportion?—A. I think came very many from Boston and New
ork.
Q. From Boston or New York1—A. More in Boston than in New York.
Q. From company in Quebec?—A. Quebec.

By Mr, Internoscia:

Q. I wish to ask the witness as to his knowledge of the number of destitute
Ttalians in Montreal. (To witness.) You have just stated that you wero viced -
president of the Italian Aid Society. Do you remember the meeting of May 2, you -
were presentf—A. Yes.

Q. Do you remember at that time it was discussed by the board of management
that we began by giving 30c. to destitute Italians to go and get meals, and later on
the number was increasing so that we reduced it to 16c., and after that the number was
<o increased who were destitute that only a loaf of bread could be given. You were
present when it was said that there were over 200 or 300 with nothing to eat?—-A. I
remerber that, but in my opinion I tell if the labourers they have few dollars in
pocket when we started to give bread to one to come before you gave proof have no
money. You remember once you find four dollars and some cents in pocket and gave
bread. : .

By the Commissioner : e
Q. How many did you supply with food?—A, He says 500. If I remember well,
report say 500, something like this, poor men who got bread.

-

"By My, Internoscia : - ;

Q. Another question. You did not suggest at the time any mecans of finding the
exact number of destitute Italians. Were they too numerous to find out, was it pos-
sible to find out?—A. Certainly it is my opinion; I tell in the meeting to try and have
clerk to see hire boss who say you must offer four or five dollars, and you will see if
men have no money. .

"Q. Do you know, Mr. Dini, that this way of finding out was also tried, with the
result that only five or six had money{—A. Yes.

By Mr. Walsh :

Q. Do you know that a great majority of these labourers would not accept posi-
tions out in the country, but were waiting?—A. I think this spring every labourcr
would take any work; not now but in the spring.

Q. As a matter of fact, did not these Xtalian labourers prefer long work?—A.
They preferred O. P. R, to go west. '

Q. Did T understand you rightly in answering Mr. Internoscia a few moments ago,
did you mean to say that the Ttalians were not poor, but were simply making believet
—A. That is my opinion. ’ B v . )

Q. Did you learn of certain facts connected with these men {—A. Certainly 1
remember T told about four weeks ago that I would give 500 bread. Men came to got
bread, and one morning a man came to my office to get bread and his wife come back’
again. I said what is the mattef, she said my husband-he-come here for bread, le tell.
me had %2.85 and he was robbed, and I come to find. _He had $85 in money. .

Q. Did you say that some of these people who went to get bread were not poor
menf—A. Certainly. Many of them seemed to have money to spend in saloous, -

By Mr. Internoscia :

Q. Out of the 500 how many had money? Can you prove how many {-—A, I ean-
not prove, that is my opinion,
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Mr. Roporrue CaNDORI, being sworn.

By the Commissioner : '

Q. What position do you occupy #—A. As ngent or clerk in the alian Immigra.
tion Aid Society.

Q. How long have you been in that socnety?——A About one and one-half years,
since December 15, 1902,

Q. What are the objects of that society —A. The object of tha soclety is to help,
as far as possible, all the Italians who come here, to find work for them, to help them
in getting their wages when there’is any dlfﬁcultv in getting them, and to advise them;
to do everything possible to make easier for them thexr coming here. Of course,
directors, incorporators, &e.——

Q. Have you any agents in Italy for sending out emigrants?—A. No, sir.

Q. No agents in Italy t—A. No, sir.

Q. No agents in the United States?-—A. No, sir.

Q. Only an ageney in Montreal?—A. Certainly.

Q. How is it supported ?—A. Supported by annual subsidy from Italian govern-
ment.

Q. Any subscriptions from friends of the society i—A. No, somebody gives some.
moneys, but very limited amount,

Q. No public subscription?—A. Being only in office last year, we spent all the
money ellowed for helping Italians, and had to addiess ourselves to public charity.

Q. Did you advertise for immigrantsf-—A. No.

Q. Do you issue bulletinst—A. Well, we issueqd some, They were distributed
among the Italians here to let them know the aims of our society, and to let them know
that there was a society here for their protectlon

Q. Where -distributed?—A. Here in Montreal, at my office.

Q. Not forwarded to Iialy?«A Yes, forwardnd to the Foreign Office in Rome,
the one at Palermo and the one in Venice.

Q. Were these quoted in any Italian papers?—A. I never heard anything.

Q. Or any part~ of them?—A. I never saw any.

Q. Have you got a copy of the last two or three?--A. Yes; there have been only
two. .
Q. So you say that these bulletins are distributed in Montreal and sen® to the
offices you mention —A. Yes.

Q. Who prepares the bulleting?—A. The first bulletin I fully prepared myself,
and second one by myself parily and by Mr. Internoscia.

Q. Mr. Internoscia is solicitor of your societyt—A. Ile is solicitor, and at the
same time one of the shareholders.

Q. Is it.a stock companyi—A. Yes, it is coraposed of 25 shares of 820 cach, 310

cash down and $10 to be paid later,

Q. How much do you 1eceive from the Italian government?—A. It has not been
established yet, but we received for the first two _years 5,000 franes, 5,000 francs for
1902-03 and 1903-04. So that this term will expire on June 30 of this year, and we
expect to have 5,000 francs for the coming year. Besides that, as we wished to insti-
tute a fund for a nouse of refuge we sent to the Italian government and asked them
for about $2,000 for what we needed. These $2,000 were sent to us, but when we
started to teks u house and to order the furniture, beds, &e., we had on our hands
thece destitute men.

Q. That was this yearj—A. Yes, We had to buy instead the food of these people,
and we spent more than one-half of the amount sent us for the house of rPfuge Wo
spent it for bread, and we do not know whether the Itahan government will give us
back the money we spent for bread.

Q. Never mind, you have dona all for the besti—A. Al rnght

Q. What has been the amount of immigration during the last two or ‘threo’ years
from Xtaly$—A. That is very hard to state. L
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Q. Are there mo statistics?—A. The statisties from the Dominion government
give it in part, but the information is difficult to obtain. If all jmmigrants would
como from Italian ports or through navigation companies authorized by the Italian
government it would ‘be very easy to know that, as they are compelled to be viséd at
the Italian ports, because no man can leave Italy who does not pass an examination
go that he will not be rejected after arriving in America. Those men who have pessed
the prescribed age limit, or for any reazon are afraid of being rejected in ITtaly, cross
the frontier into Switzerland and go to Chiasso. But the Italian government kept
its eyes open, and Tudwig, who is an agent for some of these doubtful immigration
sociotics, was arrested in Italy for giving out notices contrary to our laws. I don't
know oxactly the time, but I think.it was about six months ago, and he was fined
1,600 francs. ’ ’

Q. For sending labouring men outi—A. Yes.

Q. How many men came in March, April and May, 19031—A. In May very few.
Work with the Grand Trunk Railway and Canadian Pacific Railway and other similar
companies started very early last year. Although it was my first experience, I thought
the work of the season very favourable. I remember that I saw in the middle of March
last year lots who were going away.

Q. On work?—A. Yes, lots of them to the west,

Q. Although they came in they went out. How many came inf—A. Last year,
altogether, ths immigration has been 3,000, according to the statistics I have seen of
the Dominion government. .

Q. How many immigrants arrived in Montreal this yeart—A. I think more than
that. I think there have been passing thr:ugh Montreal, coming partly from Cana-
dian ports and partly from the American border, over 6,000.

Q. How many came to Montreal last May?—A. Not less than 4,000.

Q. Where did the larger number come fromi—A. Well, I think that all these
came from the north of Italy. We had a large immigration from the Venitian pro-
vinces this year, and this I think is due, partly to the advertisements that have been
sent, because they are good men. They are picked men, and any railway company
would be glad to have these men, because they are strong and even good looking, '

Q. That is something newi—A. Yes.

Q. How many came from the States?—A. Lots, because since January those they
call banks or labour agencies in Boston, Chicago and New York, were already asked
to gather men to send to Canada for the opening of the season, so I think a very large
number came from the States. :

Q. Did more than one-half come from the States?—A. I dow’t think more than
one-half.

Q. Did one-halft—A. Well, we have no count of these who may have come from -

_ the States to Montreal, but T think there were at least 4,000, at least 4,000, if not more.

Q. What was the condition of these men 1—A. Well, the condition as it appeared
to us was that at least one-quarter of them were destitute.

Q. Would that be about 1,000f—A. Perhaps, but I do not think it was that much.

Q. How many would you say#—A. From what I saw myself, it may have been

800. - . ) :

Q. How many did the society you represent assist?—A. Since the month of Janu-
ary the increase was very small until the month of April, since the beginning of April
the number increased enormously. Every day we had from .600 to 700 men or more
applying for bread, but we did not give bread in this time, especially in May. When
thoy came we distributed tickets with which to obtain bread. :

Q. Who clse assisted them besides your society =—A. I do not think anybody elss
assisted ‘them. : S : ‘

Q. Did the city corporation assist themf—A. Not particularly, purhaps some pri-
vate assistance, - . i C .

" Q. Did the city give any money towards their assistancei—A. Not for that pur
pose. We had from the city the sum of $200, payable $50 every thrée months.
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Q. For the purpose of r.ssxstmg?——A For the purpose of assisting Itahans wha
were needy. — — -

Q. How many are tllcre in Montreal to-day?-—A I do not ﬂnnk thete are many.

Q. Are there any that require assistance?—A. They may be counted on the haund.
There are several that are not young.

Q. I mean able to work?—A. Any able to work can get work.

Q How many are there without work in Montreal?—A. I do not think practically
there is anybody, but some-come back from other works to the city und stay 10 days
doing nothing and then find other work, and even those men who this spring hed no
work if you ask them to go to work now at $1.25 or-$1.35, they will not acnct, thinking
that they will have a Letter chance at short notice.

Q. What is the Italian population in Montreal?—A. I do not think it may be said
exactly, beeause in winter it will go as far as 10,000 when they return after working.
In summer it may be a couple of thousand, that is chlldren and wives, or labouring
people and others that are settled.

Q. Arc there many settled in Montreal?—A. I think nearly 2,000 with their fami-
Hes .

Q. Doing business—A. Lixactly.
Q. Then in addition to these, you think there wer. sbout 4,000 immigrants extra
- in May last®--A, Yes. :

9. And of these, 800 in needy circumstances and rcquiring assistance &—A. Yes,

Q. You think there is no one now?—A. Nobody now.

Q. Have you done anything to get men or immigrants to come to Canada 7—A.
Oh, no, we never did anything, We never wanted to state to the government how
many immigrants there were here, because in the begining they did not wait to work.
We asked the head bosses approximately how many men they would require for the
seacon so as to have a kind of control of this immigration and to state to the Italian
government that such a company will be in need of so niany men, and another company
so many men. There would have been some control in our immigration, as in the
cvent of the number of immigrants from Italy being larger thar required the Italinn
government wonld have stopped it.

Q. What cfforts did you make to ascertafn the wu;ulrements of these compnmcs?—
A. Well, we applied to the wmanagement of - these comgpanies, but they declined.

Q. What companies?—A. The Canadian Pacific Rai]wav, the Grand Trunk Rail-
way, and others.

Q. Did you make any offers to the Canadian Pacific Railway?—A. We thought
to supply all the men they might require for their works without any charge and
explained to them what were the cnds of our society, the beneficial character of the
work.

Q. Did you state how many you could supply?-—-A. We stated we could supply
any number.

Q. 10,0007—A. Oh, no. We never stated any numler. Tlus was not this year.
Last ycar we stated only that we should have beén called to supply these men to the
company, asking how many they would require and we would have asked the Italian
Government to send them over. .

Q. Who is Mr. Marriotti?—A. Sccretary-treasurer of the society.

Q. You remember his sending a letter to the General Manager of tae Canadian
Pacific Railway, in March, 1903?-—A. Yes, we sent two, this might be one. (Looking -
at letter.) Yes, this is the one we sent.

Q. Have you got the second one{—A. Well, I may .give you a copy.

Q. If you can find the copy, I would like it?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is that the answer that was received. (Showing him answer)!—A. Yes,
remember this answer., - . '
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The CoMMISSIONER reads: ,
e M ONTREAT; Mareh- 65 1908, —
¢D. McNicoLL,
* General Manager,
¢ Canadian Pacific Ry. Co., City. :

*Dean Sin,—We noticed in yesterday’s Star that your company and sub-agents
fear not to be able to secure a sufficient number of labourers to carry on all the esti
wated work for the coming season.

¢ Two months ago we applied to your company, proposing to supply all the labour-

" ers you might need, and now we beg to apply to you personally stating agoin that :

“You can trust on us for any numver of men you may require, even for thousands.

*We shall supply these men withou: any charge whatsoever for the company and
shall act as interpreters and do all the work so as to prevent any kind of trouble or
aunoyance for the officers and employees of the company.

“Qur society being under the control and subsidized by the Italian government,
we may have good, sober and lionest people coming to us through the Emigration Oftice
in Rome, that would never allow criminals or sick men to come here.

¢ Later on, when the railway work will be over, we shall try to settle those men on
land nnd make them good and industrious Canadian- citizens. '

¢ As our prineipal aim is to protect our countrymen against any kind of swindlers,
of whom they have been victims until now, we try to secure the good-will and co-
operation of all the companies that engage Italian labourers, the C. P. R. Co. first,
as the most important of the Dominion, offering our services for the allotment of the
-men., .

¢ Two months ago we sent to the C. P. R. Co. 50 copies of our by-laws, and as per-
‘haps they.did not reach you, we beg to send to you another one of them, from which
you may sce that our work is highly moral, and that it deserves to be taken into con-
sideration.

¢ Please address yourself to our office, where you will find our agent always at your
disposal for any information your company may require. '

¢ Prusting to hear from you very soon, so as to put us in condition to be always
1eady to meet your requests. ’

¢ Yours truly,
¢ . MARIOTTI, Secrelary-treasurer,.
- ¢ The Immigration Aid Sociely No. 1...
—A. Exactly. )

Q. You will perhaps let me have a copy of the first letter, and there-is a reply
from Mr. Geo. E. Burns, I presume, as I see that Mr. McNicoll has indorsed on his
letter: ¢ Geo. E. Burns, Esq. For acknowledgments. D. MecNicoll, 6-3-'03”

. ¢ MoNTREAL, March 16, 1903,

«Q. C. MrriorTi, Esq,,

¢ Secy.-treas. Immigration Aid Society, No. 1,

€006 Lagauchetidre Street, Montreal.

¢Dear Sm,—Referring to your letter of the 5th inst,, directed to the second vice-
president and general manager of the company, and also referring to the conversation
with the delegation representing your society which took place in my office some days
ago, I would state I have taken up the question of the employment of labour with the
proper authorities, and have to advise you that it is not the intention of this company
to change the arrangements for the employment of Italian labour which have been in
vogue-during the past few years; our present system has given entire satisfaction so
far, and 1 therefore regret I shall be unable to place direct with your society any
specific order for any number of men, ; :

...Yours truly,

¢GEO. E. BURNS, |
¢ Special Agent.
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Q. How many men have you assisted this year to get employment{—A. Over 600.

i oo —-Q.-Do you-make-any chargo-to any one I—A: Our-by-laws give-us-the right-to — -

charge a small tax of 50 cents. This year I did not get a cent..
Q. Got nothing this year?—A. No, and last year we got only $61 and spent $400
to give them assistance.

By Myr. Mowat :

Q. Is that article 14 you are speaking of #—A. Exactly.

Mr. Mowasr (reading) :—‘ Articlo 14. The fees of 50 cents each to be charged to
every employed Italian labourer shall form a fund from which shall be taken the money
for expenses in trying to employ other labourers who are not finally employed by the
socicty within a week, and who would not be bound to pay such expenses; also to pay
law costs in law suits that may be lost before the local courts, when brought to compel
the fulfilment of contracts of employment, as above stated.!

Q. How many labour bureaus for Italian labour are there in Montreal?—A. Of
labour bureaus kept by Italians there are practically only two, Cordasco and Dini.
Then there is Monetta, who started this year, and also three or more foremen of these
who can understand English. They go to these men and ask them to give them so
wuch and they will find work for them; sometimes they do and sometimes they do
not. Our officc was formed for the puropse of preventing this kind of swindling of
our men, They come here and do not know anything. They come here very anxious
to get work, having just a little money that they borrow in Italy very often. After
they have paid their passage and have been fifteen days or a month in making expenses
ihey have not got very much and are very anxious to get work, and the last few dollars
remaining go to pay this kind of tax to different people to get work. A man who is
very anxious to work and does not know where to get it gives what they ask and he is
not always well used

By Mr. Internoscia:

Q. Mr. Candori, you state we have no agents in Italy, but supposing we want 2,000
men to whom would we apply 2—A. We address ourselves to the Royal Emigration
Oftice in Rome.

Q. Then, did we ask any men of the Royal Emigration Office?’—A. We never did.

Q. You say that No. 1 bulletin has been prepared by yourself 1—A. Yes.

Q. No. 2 was prepared partly by myself and partly by you. What do you mean
by prepared by myself? Was it an annual report?—A. Yes ;the first annual report
muade by the president and secretary-treasurer of the society and translated into Eng-
lish by you.

Q. We have put into the report tnis paragraph:—

‘ As this is the first year of the society, no one could expect it would do many
great things, such as what concerns colonization and the opening of a house of refuge
for Italian immigrants, things that we have already discussed but which we hope to
put in execution during the year 1904. :

Later on I see:— ’ '

‘ These hopes, together with that of being asked by railway companies to provide
them with thousands of Italian lebourers, form the project of what we intend to do
during the year 1904’

Q. When we speak here of Italian labourers, are these facts or mere hopesi—A.
1 think they were hopes. ’

Q. Did anybody in Italy take these hopes for facts?—A. I do not think 8Q.°

Q. They have read the facts as we havet—A. They were facts, and we have done
our duty, as we have to report to the Italian government our view on the present con-
dition of Italians. We stated what had happened last year, and we stated that was
our opinion of what was going on for the next year, but if we were saying that the
companies would require a large number of men we should have stated to the govern-
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ment, to warrant the opinion, so many will be employed, and we should have stated
“gendthese, T s o —
Q. Answer my question. Now, have we forms of a contract of engagement in
the office?—A. Yes, a kind of an agreement.
Q. Would we ask thne Italian labourer to sign this contract?—A. No.

By the Commissioner:
Q. You might produce some of these forms —A. Yes.

By Mr. Inlernoscia: ’

Q. We only send these forms to contractors and companies-—A. Yes, wo send
these forms to contracters or companies.

Q. These contracts are made between the society and contractors, and not be-
tween the society and the immigrant?—A. Yes. )

Q. And in which I have been authorized to do by Chapter 66, Revised Statutes ~f
Canada, 18869—A. It is menticned in the constitution.

Q. The otner part of bulletin No. 2 that was prepared by yourself; there are some
paragraphs on page 10 of the Italian and page 11 of the English versions. Now, will
you read those, and give us your reasons for writing them?—A. (Reads) :—

¢ Some time ago our society applied to the Provincial government of Quebee. to
obtain some free land for colonization, and we were assured that our demand would
be taken into consideration most favourably.

¢ What we will want next is to secure good men who can help us in the realiza-
tion of our best schemes, and they may be sure that tne result will be quite a reward
for their good-will and co-operation.” )

¢ Everybody knows that very important lines of railway will soon be built across
Canada from ocean to ocean. Many thousand men will be employed, not only in the
construction of the railroads, but also to open up civilization and progress the terri-
tories they will cross.

¢ What a chance for the Italian labourers who will emigrate to Canada, will they
be able to take the advantage of this opportunity?

‘We appeal to you, Italian labourers and agrievlturists, for your own happiness,
for your own credit and for the credit ¢f our country. Comeo to us, help us in ful-
filling our difficult task to guide and protect you. Why should you not be able to do
what people of other nations did? Yook at the splendid result that the Italian agricul-
turists have had in South America, and especially in Argentina? Why should you
not have the same result in Canadat

¢ Exercise your courage and energy and be ready to do something good on behalf of

“your families and yourselves. If you are afraid to start in a new calling you will
remain a prey to swindlers and cheaters, you will be despised by others and humiliated
Lefore your own conscience.’

Q. Please explain in a few words wby vou wrote that?—A. That is according to
my idea, when I wrote that it was that we really intended to change the character of the
Italian immigration as much as possible. There are lots of people who come here who
are no honour to the country they come from, nor to themselves. So that we want to
have men come here who will scttle here and take up land work and meet their situa-
tions and- positions and so continue. This is what I intended in writing that. There
is nothing positive in that, there is only information that large and important lines
of railway are going to be built, facts that everybody not only in Canada but every
where else know. We did not say to the men to come, but we say to those willing
to come: you have a chance. This is what I said, I do not find anything to be ashamed
of in that.,

" Q. How many men could you supply from Italy, good immigrantsi—A. Any
number. : .
Q. How manyf—A. It depends.
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. Q. 10,0001—A. Well, I don’t know of so-many. I think 2,000 or 3,000 could be
supplied in a certain time.
- Q—What-time A+ A-month-or-six-weeks. ———— o

Q. You think you could supply contractors or railways with 2,000 in six weeks
after application?—A. I will explain my application to the Royal Emigration for pass-
ports and for licenses to leave Italy, so that when the Royal Office will know that a
number of Italians are required, they will publish the request any day there is a
request for so many men at such a place. Of course the prefect and the mayors of
different villages will be utilized, they will go into the districts where population is
thickest, where emigration is most required.

Q. Would these make good seitlers?—A. Some of them would have fair qualifica-
tions, because they would not like to stay. The character-of the Italian is always t»
gu back to his own country gencrally, but there are other places in which population
i so thick the land is not to be had. So then in these places might be picked up lots
of good agriculturists, good settlers. In Argentina we have 3,000,000 Italians, good
men.  In South America about 300,000, and I think in Argentina they have more
Ttalians than Spanish. .

Q. So you think you could supply Canada with the same class of men?—A. Yes,

‘ Q. Let us letermine the facts that we see here. You state, ¢ our society applied
to the Provincial government of Quebee to obtain some free land for colonization.” D>
you know that as a matter of fact?—A. Yes.

Q. Ilave you the letter here?—A. I will bring it.

(). We see here that you ask them to help you in the realization of your best
schemes. What are the best schemes?—A. Our best schemo is to change the character
of immigration, to make our immigration more useful to Canada, and generally to the
men as well.

Q. ‘ And they may be sure thai the result will be a reward.” What is this result?
—A. Because every man who comes here and settles on a farm did very well in Canada.
I gon’t know why Italian farmers should not do as well.

Q. The result would be farming in Canada?—A. Yes, certainly.

Q. When you say we appeal to you for your own happiness, you ask them to come
to you. Do you ask them to come from Italy to you, and why do you ask them to
come to you?—A. To ccme to us when they are here, rather than to go to privata
agencies that moke them pay money, people who are not reliable. We have no inferest
we have to fulfil a duty which has been imposed upon us by the government to protect
our Italians and to advise them to come to us rather than elsewhere.

Q. “Ceme to us, help us to fulfil our difficult task to guide and protect you 1’—A.

* We can do nothing without co-operation in our efforts.

Q. And is it possible that our difficult task is to.get men from Italy¢—A. That is
the very last thing we think of.

Q. The Italian government can improve immigration 50 per cent, what do you
mean by difficult task ¢—A. Just to control immigration and to have moral strength to
protect.

Q. ¢ Exercise your courage and energy and be ready to do something good on be-
half of your families and yourself” Do you mean that they should emigrate so as to
go into agriculture?—A. It dees not require great courage to emigrate, because they
come very casily. It requires courage to change the kind of ways they have which
I think are bad for something new and to change ways is not an easy thing and requires
pluck.

By the Commissioner :

. What have these men been accustomed to do in the old countryf—A. Farming.
Q. What are they good for when first hired?—A. When they arrive here at first
thcy are fit for nothing else than pick and shovel. I have seen in the neighbourhood
of Montreal about 100 farms composed of from 15 to 20 acres. These men come and
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hire immigrants who do 78 per cent of the work of improving the little piece of land
and after they get there they leass houses. Besides this they have to pay the passages,
havo to keep families there; small- wages-are-no-good -for thems

. Q. Were any of those who came this spring skilled labourers?—A. You mean, as
mechanics?

Q. Yes—A. We had n list of masons,

Q. How many?—A. About 100.

Q. Masens and stonecutters and good men, have they Leen employed a8 mnsons
and stonecutters —A. Very few, and for this reason. Many of these are men who
have travelled about the world and been in Germany, France and elsewhere. When
they come here they are asked to join unions as a means of protecting labour. They
join the unions and when they do so they find very little work—one or two days per
weck. Canadion workmen do not like to'be supplanted by foreigners, so many of these
masons arc compelled to work as labourers. I sent many down to Black Lake Mine,
who are now there, say 250. '

Q. Besides these 100 skilled all the others were unskilled labourers?—A. For the
most part farmers.

Q. Bu! only accustemed to pick and shovel —A. Yes.

By Mr. Mowat :

Q. I sce here in article 51 that Count Mazza, Consul General in Canada, is honor-
ary president.  Is this society carried on with his approvall—A. It is quite natural,
as it is the Italian government that grants money to us, it is quite natural that the
representative of the government will approve it.

Q. Is it so?—A. Yes.

Q. Does he take an active part 7—A. The part he takes is controlling it.

Q. Do you let him know what are your proccedings?—aA. Certainly, when any -
are taken. :

By Mr. Internoscia :

Q. I sce also an article in this constitution which says that provided skilled
labour is required that you will furnish iti—A. We can get any kind of men. Our
society is not only to bring out shovel and pick men, although it is more easy to have
immigration of that kind of men to come than skilled labour; they find work every-
where, and they get better wages here than in Italy. '

Q. We would not ask any of these people to come to Canada unless there -was -
work for them #—A No.

By Mr. Walsh :

Q. Where did you endeavour to place these men, particulasly the men who were
hero so far, since you have been in existence!—A. We have done so.

Q. Where the big majority t—A. As labourers. )

Q. You tried to place them with railgay companies?—A. With railway companies
and private compani=s.

Q. You did no% succeed with railway companies?—A. I succeeded mostly with
the Grand Trunk.

Q. How many did you place altogetheri—A. Last year about 300, this year, I am
under the impression—— ) :

Q. Had pou, as a matter of fact, any expericnce in the kind of men required on
the construction railways?—A. Certainly.

Q. What experience?—A. The judgment of every ore.

Q. Practicsl experiencet—A. Since I started this kind of business,

Q. How long have you been at this business?—A. One and one-half years.

Q. And you state you have placed men on railways, what experience had youi—
A. Tt is not very hard to understand what kind of men a railway company may need
for ditching or shovelling.
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Q. As a matter of fact, do you know that railway companies always employ the
same men from year to year I—A. Yes, I had proof even last year.
-Q.. Don’t you know that a great many-of-these-men go back to the United States-?

7 —A Part of them.

Q. Don’t you know that mnost of the labour brought here from Italy is not used
on railways ?--A. It is quite the contrary.

Q. Brought directly from Italy?—A. The rmlway construction is made in Ital)

Q. And you brought out skilled labour to work on railways heret—A. No, because
we have no control over 1mmlgrat|ou, otherwise we would; if you will look into the
matter you will sce that our main railways in Italy are even higher than anywhere
else.

Q. You do not know, you are not an engincer?—A. T have som2 knowledge, and
vou know we have parts of railways that are worse than the Rocky Mountains, the line
from Pisa to Genoa, for example,

Q. You issued a bulletin called No. 2. In that bulletin you speak greatly about
agriculture and what you intend to do as regards settlement, did you ever apply to the
Dominion as to placing of any of these people —A. No, becnuse it was not representedl
yet,

Q. But you were 1} years at work in conneetion with your sociéty, still you never
thought fit to apply to the Dominion government?—A. Yes, we applied for lands in
the province of Quebec.

Q. How many people did you settle?—A. It is a thing about which

Q. How many people did you endeavour to settle?—A. It was impossible to settle
people if we did not have the land, if we had the land we would find the people.

Q. You send the railway companies to place labourers for which you were to get.
50 cents per man. You merely made application to the Provincial overnment for
land, when did you do that ?—A. About this time last year, July.

Q. Did you go to sce the government?—A. No, we made a regular application.

Q. Did you get an answer?—A. Yes, our demand was taken into consideration.

Q. Did you ever take any further action{—A. No,

Q. So that you have followed up your plans éoncerning the immigration of scttlers
to this country by simply trying to find work with railways and contractors?—A. We
could not do otherwise for the mere reason that everything has been contrary to us.

Q. And you attribute that to clear circumstancesi—A. I attribute that to private
interests.

Q. Well, you have certain interests in these people?—A. No, I do not mean as
regards commission, from friendship, you know.

Q. qu»;_c_cene no_commission?—A. No, it goes to our scecretary-treasurer.

Q. Are you the agent for any Italian navigation company?—A. No. Three men
came to see us on the 15th. We had a posteard from the Inspector of Immigration
stating that they wanted to go to Italy, and I had bulletins of the sailings of the
steamers, and I saw there was one next day from New York at 11 o’clock, and I in-
formed them that if they started that night they might arrive in time on the following

dny.

Q. That is the only case?—A. Yes.

Q Now, what about the changing of money to be sent to Italy?-—A. Anybody
coming to me inquiring for change of Italian money into Canadian, or Canadian money
into Italian, I send to Mr. Dini. If I thought Mr. Dini would not, gne same clmni,\,
as another banker I would send the inquirer to the other.

Q. As regards the bulletins that were written, don’t you know that the pubhcatlon
of these bulletins led to an attack in ¢ La Patria Italiana’ and the ¢ Corrircre del Can-
adn’? —A. This was not an attack, only a discussion.

Q. It was no discussion, because nobody answered it?—A. 'They said lots of mter-
esting things about several gentlemen, of me personally and of the socxety, but wo
never answered. because they did not deserve it.
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) Q. W.ell, the publication of these bulletins lead to a certain amount of publication
going on in the Italian papers?—A. There was no discussion.

- Mr-INTERNOSCIA TO MR, WALSH.~Wag-it not for the-bulletin-itself and not the-dis- - - -

cussion, if we want to call it a discussion about the tone of the bulletin or matter?

Mr. Wawsit.—I want to say that this bulletin was re-copied in Italian papers ani
in other papers.

The CoxmissioNer.—He says that, He says it did lead to something. He is ready
to state that it did lead to something, -«

Mr. Mowar.—I do not understand the position my learned friend is taking here.
I do not know why he is contradicting the society, why is this acting before going
on with cross examination?

By the Commissioner:

To witness. Q. Let me ask you a question myself. Ias the publication of
this bulletin lead to certain publications concerning Italian immigration in the Italian
papers of this city —A. Yes.

Q. Has it lead to certain publications in-the Italian papers in New York-—A, I
do not know.

Q. Has it led to any publications in the Italian papers in New Yorkt—A. I
never read any.

Q. Have you read any other Italian papers?—A. I have not. Perhaps the idea
of these gentlemen was that the bulletin was made to be published by these papers,
because they only criticized the form of the bulletin, saying that there was nothing
in what we were doing, but they never published much of tho contents of the -bul-
letin, )

Q. As a matter of fact, did not these papers, that were referred to a moment
ago, and which you admit have published certain information contained in the bulle-
tin, did not theso papers refer to the great prospects, taking the cug from thesef—A.
Not as all, because there was not one of these articles that we did not take great care
to tell the Italians that we made theso statements just from what we knew.

Q. Did they not take up your thought that they were going to have a great year
and that the prospecta were magnifieent i—A. Oh, no. :

Q. You swear that the Italian papers did not?—A. I never read them.

By Mr. Internoscia: )
Q. Was our annual report copied in all of the papers?—A. Yes.

By the Commissioner:
Q. Have you got it theref—A. Yes.

Mr. Joux S. SKINNER being sworn:

By the Commissoiner:

Q. What is your name in full?—A, John S. Skinner.

Q. What position do you occupyi—A. I am 1abour agent for the Canadian Pacific
Railway.

Q. How long have you been labour agent t—A. Well, since the beginning of this
year. Previously I, have had the supervision of all the labourers employed by the
Canadjan Pacific Railway and to a large extent the employment of mechanies for
the shops, but last year I had nothing whatever to do with the employment of Italians,

Q. [That was first added to your duties this yeari—A. This year.

sob—d . .
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Q. Now you say you have the supervision of the employment of all Italians em-
ployed i—A. I have the supervision of all.
Q. What do you mean by supervisoini—A. It is my duty to receive orders for

~= -~ tlige men ap they come in from tlie supcrintendent at different parts of the line and ™

interview Cordasco, who is given the supplying of Italian labour, and in giving Cor-
dasco orders it is my duty to sce that the contracts are properly made and filled out
by the men.

Q. You are an Ontario solicitor, Mr. Skinner?—A. I am.

Q. What contracts do you refer toi—A. Well, every labourer employed by the
Canadian Pacific Railway eigns a contract in duphcate He receives one copy and
the other copy is kept by the company.

Q. Is that in English?—A. In English for English-speaking labourers, in Italian
for Italians and in French for French labour.

Q. That is in three languagesi—A. Yes.

Q. Do you understand the three?—A. My knowledge of Italian is very limited.

Q. What other duties besides superv:smg these contracts and’ employment of
these menf—A. Well, I have the supervision of the shipment of these labourers by
train, and in the case of correspondence with the superintendents to see what divisions
these men are sent to, and I also have charge of correspondence regarding claims, if
any, are made by these men after returning from work.

Q. Have you charge of everything in connection with the employment and pay-
ment of labourers?—A. I have not direct charge of that. I have charge under the
superintendence of Mr. Burns,

Q. Mr. Burns is your chief, and under his direction you take charge of that depart-
ment of his work —A. I do.

Q. Where is your officel—A. My office is on St. James street, No. 371,

Q. Now, who is your employment ngent, who employs Italians for youi—A.
Antonio Cordasco.

Q. How long has he been in that position?—A. Since before I was an employee
of the company.

Q. His office is?—A. 376 St. James street.

Q. Adjoining yours?—A. Yes,

Q. And has been before your time?—A. Yes,

Q. Any ngent besides Cordasco for that work?—A. For Italians, no.

Q. What part of the work do you supervise§i—A. I supervise, first of all, the con-
tracts and his accounts against the company. 1 check each month and make somo
notes or enrrections or deductions, and after doing that, I pass thein on to Mr. Burns.

Q. You certify the account to Mr. Burns?—-A. I certify to Mr, Burns.

Q. Do you go inito the account to se¢ if Mr. Cordasco’s charges are nght?—A
Yes. Very much so.

Q. What remuneration does he get from the Canadian Pacifie Raxlway for the
employment of Italians?—A. There was on arrangement made this year, in April,
between Mr. Burns and Mr. Cordasco.

Q. Were you present?—A. I was going to explain that I was not present when
it was made, but Mr. Burns told me about it immedistely.

Q. Did Mr. Cordasco tell you?—A. Mr, Burns told me in his presence,

Q. What-was.that agreement?—A. The Canadiun Pacific Railway, from that
date, would pay at the rate of $1 for each man, and in consideration of that, Cordasco
was not to make any other charge against the men.

Q. Against the men for employment in conncction with Canadian Pacific Rail-
way works i—A. Exactly.

Q. Do yov remember that date?—A. I believe it was the last week in April.

Q What was the previous arrangement {—A. The previous arrangement—I was
not in charge of the Italian affairs,

Q. What was the previous charge made by Mr. Cardasco, as appearing in his
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accounts against the Canadian Pacific Railway $—A. Before April; before that time
Cordasco—— . .
Q. Have you an account so that we may look it over?—A. I have not—I am quite
well aware—I have no account. I have just the particular letters you required.

Q. Probably Mr. Burns may show you one of the accountst—A, I am quite well
aware that up + that time Cordasco was paid a fee from the company for his ser-
vices, and it was understood that he was allowed to collect a fee also from each labourer.

Q. With whom was that agreement?—A. T cannot give you any information prior
to that, before my supervision of this work. ’

Q. All you saw was his fee charged for attonding to that work?—A. Yes.

Q. What was that fee {—A. Cordasco was allowed a fee of five dollars a day for a
proper day’s work. .

Q. What would you call a proper day’s work 1—A. If it took saveral hours to do
he caarged for it pro rata, or something of that sort. :

Q. Did you mention it by hoursi—A. By hours and importance of work.

Q. So that if he went out to hire men and took two days to hive them, ho was paid
at the rate of five dollars per dayi—A. Of course, it was a matter of judgment if he
had; well, if he had used his best endeavours.

Q. T suppose you corrected any errors in the way of overcharges in his accountt—
A. Yes.

Q. That continued up to about the end of April?—A. Up to the end of April.

Q. Another agreement was made at that time. Why was another agreement
cntered into ¥—A. Just a matter of opinion on my part. '

Q. Well, I wish to ask you as to your opinion, you do not know why that was’
made 9—A. I can say that it was on account of complaints from Italians as to theie
being charged, I understand. It was simply an opinion.

Q. Was it spoken over between Mr. Cordasco, Mr. Burns and yourself -—A. At the
time Mr. Burns told me of the new arrangement. Ho practically told me that it wae
because there had been complaints about Cordasco charging the men.

Q. And you wanted to stop these complaintsi—A. Something of thet sort.

Q. On behalf of tie O.P.R.%—A. Something of that sort.

Q. So the C.P.R. was aware of the character of these charges. What charges were
made against the C.P.R.f—A. I did not stop any charge. -

Q. Why did the C.P.R. interferef—A. Because these men were being employed
by the C.P.R,, and the O.P.R. thought it well to take care of them as much as possible.

Q. Do you think it was in consequence of the TImmigration Aid Society who offered
to supply men without charget—A. I have no reason to believe that.

Q. Noi— A, Beeause it never occurred to me.

Q. Do you know how many you asked Mr. Cordasco to supply 1—A. Mr, Cordasco
supplied 711 to the C.P.R. this spring. o

Q. “ou requested him to supply, or to be able to supply any great numberi—A,
No, we did not tell him what number. :

Q. D.J you suggest to him the number likely tc be employed during the season §—

" A. No, except in the most indefinite—

Q. I mean that——A. T do not think he was told in the early spring we would
require many. i

Q. How many —A. I do not think I said anything to him in any way. Of course
he had the experience of former years, and this year would be about the same.

Q. What was last year’s employment §-—A. 3,144.

Q. On the C.P.R. I—A. Last year, Ttalians,

Q. How many labourers had you altogether on your list last year §—A. Well, the

~ total number of unskilled labourers was something in the neighbourhood of 6,000. I
have not got my statement here. You only .asked me to bring you the list of people
employed this year. I can easily get the exact figures. . N

Q. Kindly do so this afternoon 1—A, Well, it was something over 6,000,

86b—b4% '
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Q. What is your information as to the remaining at work of these unskillo
labourers. Did they remain there the whole season, or did they jump their contracts
—A. As far as the Italians are concerned, they stuck to their contracts quite wel

_But so far as the other men sent fo the North-west where harvesting is going on, the

sometimes jumped their contracts.

Q. In order to supply their places what do you do?—A. We have to send out mor
men from Montreal.

Q. Have you received any applications yourself for employmenti—A. T reccive
gome this year. These applications from labourers go some to the president, some t
the general mar~ger. I have a list of those who applied, one list for this year, ang
there were three or four applications at the end of last year.

Q. How many are there?—A. Altogether 38.

Q. Personal applications?—A. Personal spplications.

‘2. Where from{—A, People who applied in the autumn, Portland, U.S., an
Souit Ste. Marie, Michigan and Detroit. Then the year beginning in January t
July 31, including people from Chicago, Brooklyn, Moose Jaw, Sault Ste. Maric
Roxbury, Berlin, North Bay, Seattle, New Orleans, Buffalo, Spokane, Hamilton an
some other places.

Q. Are these individual applications, or made for parties #—A. These are al
from persons who say they could supply a number of mnen, some 50, some 10,000,

Q. Well, 10,000, where did that one live?—A. Somewhere in the United States
T have the letters here..

Q. What dates do these coverf—A. October 22 last year up to July 7.

Q. What answer did you give to these applications?—A. Well, in some cases .
stated we did not want these men at the present time, arid others I-did not answer at all

Q. Whyt—A. They came in too rapidly at-times and there was no opportunit;
to answer them. .

Q. Was it not because you wished to employ these Italian labourers here?—A
I suppose that was par. of the reason.

Q. You employed them all througn Cordasco?—A. Yes.

Q. Have you cmployed any at all outside of Cordasco?—A. No Italians.

Q. Is that your agrcement with himf—A. I do not know of that agrecment,

Q. What is the arrangement with Cordasco with reference to his office rent?—
A. Mo finds his own office reunt. :

Q). He pays his own office rent, nothing further ; who is his lessor —A. His lessor
is Mr. William Walker. )

Q. The rent for the whole office is paid by the Canadian Pacific Railway, and Cor
dasco pays the Canadian Pacific Railway exatcly one halfi—A. He pays for his ows
office. .

Q. To whom does he make payment?—A. I do not know exactly to whom ki
makes paymerit. ) .

Q. I thought you had charge of that department i—A. I have not charge as fa;
as the collection of rent from Cordasco is concerned.

Q. Does he not charge you for work in connection with the cleaning out of th
office, and water rates, &ec., and all that, who pays for that?—A. As far as cleaning o
the labour office is concerned, that is a matter that I have attended to ; at different
times I have employed people myself, but at the present time and for some .month:
past I have asked Cordasco to have it done by one of his men, who is generally loung
ing about.his office. There is a woman who scrubs the office, it is the same persor
who scrubs his office out, I don’t know her name. ™ I do not pay her direct, I pay her
through Cordasco. .

Q. So that he and you and the railway looked after offices generally +—A, No
Cordasco has nothing to ao with my office in the world.

Q. T thought you stated that he looked after your office cleaning, water rates, and
charged you with them and you paid#—A. It is only a domestic matter the cleaning
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of the office. I asked Cordaseo to get the woman who scrubs his office to serub mine
when she finishes serubbing his and she is paid by Mr. Cordasco, that is all.

Q. Well then, look at that account, how is that, is that for your office?—A. No,
it is for a yard there is behind the office, and I remember it got full of lice’ and #now
Jast year and it became very difficult on account of that ice to get it cleaned out, so
Cordasco was told to get it cleaned out. Tt was just a matter of convenience. He
has a lot of men loafing around, and he put in an account for it.

Q. I suppose the March account would show how much he charged your company,
that is certified by you, for the work in connection with tho Italians. Have you got
that account?—A. I have in hand all the expense accounts.

Q. We will look at that after adjournmeat.

The Commission adjourned until 2 p.m;

Tue Courr House, MoxTrear, July 21, 1004.

2 P.M.
The Commissoin resumes.

Mr. SKINNER reealled.

By the Commissioner :

Q. Have you a statement of the men who have been employed this year?—A. Em-
ployed this year § I gave you a statement of last year yesterday afterncon,

Q. Don’t you know how many there were?—A. Unskilled labour, about ¢,000.

Q. And how many this year{—A. This year to the present, I have not got a state-
ment to date. The unskilled labour altogether this year, including a lot of Norwegians
cmployed in Winnipeg, numbered about 2,000. The number of Italians this year is
711 from Montreal. v

Q. From Montreali—A. And from Winnipeg about 204.

Q. Have you a copy of the contract under which they were engaged 1—A. You
have Mr. Candori, I have not a copy of it. .

I think you were asked about individual contracts—A. Yes.

. (Showing contract). This is the form which you have adoptedi—A., Yes.

By the O.P.R., with all the Italian labourers §—A. Yes. *

Have you got it-in English {—A. T have not gbt a copy here.

Mr. Burns signs all of them¢—A. I sigr them for Mr. Burns.

Have you been authorized by himf—A. Yes. — .

Mr. Cordasco signs them as welli—A. He signs as witness.

. In every casef—A. He is supposed to sign in every case.

. Te or his clerk 1-~A. He does it himself really.

. It is similar to the one in English and Frenchi—A. Yes, 1 will get you a copy.

Q. What other work does Mr, Obrdasco-do for the O.P.R. in addition to employing
Italian labouri—A. Sometimes_there are claims against the company.

Q. You employ him for the purpose of looking into the claimsi—A, Yes, looking
after them and making translations of letters. - L e
Q. He charges specially for these items, does het—A. He is specially paid for
them. : . -
Q. You think under the five dollar a day item?—A. Yes.
Q. That is previous to the latter end of Aprili—A. Still,
Q. Still paid at that rate 9—A. Still paid at that rate.

FoY-Y-Y-F-For-¥=
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Q. In addition to that I see he supplies Italians who go a distance with provisions?
—A. He does.

Q. These provisicns are charged against their wagesti—A. Yes,
Q. Who checks the accounts for such suppliest—A. I chedk.them.

Q.- How do ygit check them, what means do yoii taks t6 sco that they are correet]

—A. Well, ths first thing I do is to see whether I think he has supplied enough or tos.
much stuff for tho pariies leaving, and then I look over the prices charged for each
item.

Q. You look over the prices charged for each item and ascertain that they are
correct, by what means?—A. The only way to ascertain, I judge.

Q. How do you judge?—A. All the articles he supplies are overy day matters,

Q. Did you cver test the pricesi—A. T bought a fow duplicates of articles in my
list.

Q. Just to test the price!—A. To try them. . .

Q. His profit is added to the original item and charged against the Italians’
wages{—A. I do not understand,

Q. You understand he just charges the amounts he pays for these articlesi—A. I
understand that the articles are bought from him. He adds an amount for what he
thinks n fair price.

. Are the articles bought from him -—A. The articles are bought from him.

By whom?—A. By the C.P.R,

On your orderi—A. On Mr. Burns’ order.

You give him the orders in writing?—A. The orders are verbal.

In all cases?—A. Yes, when I am away.

Cordasco gets themit—A. As far as supplying provisions on the road.

Does he supply provisions, is he at present?—A. I do not know that he is.

. No, he is not. He gets these articles from others?t—A. I believe so.

. You pay him for getting these things 1—A. Oh, no, he is not paid for getting

P oY-Y-Y-Y-FoP-P-p=

them.

o

. He is paid for his day’s work?-—A. The arragement now is that he gets $1 per
man.

Q. Never mind now, I mean last year?—A. I do not know whether he got paid
before that. .

Q. Get me one of the accounts of last year —A. I do not remember it, I had
nothing to do with it. = . co - :

Q. Well, we will take March 15, 1004—you had to do with that?—A. Yes, March,
1904,

A, Will you look at the items of March 156 ¥ (Hands him account.)—A. March
15; yes, I see. ° : .

Q. ‘Services rendered by ‘sending provisions to westward train-; it is O.K.’d.
That is a 85 item?~—A. That is not for Italian labour,

Q. It is simply for Chinese labour. It is a charge against you; the only difference
was that you did not get it back from the Chinese, but you°did from the Italians. He
charged 85 for that dny. $54.05 for thesa provisions; look at the accounti—A. Yes,
$54.05. . )
Q. He bought them for $37.95 the same day?—A. I am not aware. .

Q. There is the account produced by Mr. Cordasco; $16.10 made ca that little
item of $37.95. What rueans have you taken to find out what were the prices of the
articles supplied to the Italians and Chinese?—A. I have taken no means. I have
looked at Cordasco’s sccounts, : . :

Q. And just cstimated it was correcti—A. I looked at each item.

Q. Without knowing whether they were reasonable or not?—A. I just went on
my own judgment. «

Q. Look at the April account you passed, too?—A. The April account!

Q. What is the charge he makes there for shipping men?—A. Charaes 85,
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Q. For that he gives provisions on that date t—A. What date are you looking at.
Q. April 14—A. He only gets $5 for shipping and loading provisions.-
Q. That is all he is entitled to, that js bread for your men, Now, what is the
...pecount-for provisionsi—A. $152, - . .. ‘

Q. Do you know how this is made upf—AItlsmnde Jb.;)fril(‘:xi;ré;—af_-l{r—o‘aﬂ&: B

Three hundred loaves of bread; I think, he charges 18¢. for cach loaf.

(). How many sardines{—A. Four hundred.

Q). How many men?—A. One hundred and eight.

Q. As you seo (showing account) the original cost of these various items was
$04.729—A. I never saw that before. )

Q. But could you not have found out from any person doing business in Montrcal?
These Ttalians had to pay 81562 for what was purchased for $94.7121—A. At the same
time, I gather from this statement that they were not paying any more than they
would be obliged to pay for themselves. : )

Q. The Canadian Pacific Railway were paying Mr. Cordasco for acting in the
interest of these Italians. They were -your cmployees. Now, what cans did you
take, a3 a servant of the Canadian Pacific Railway, to find out that you were gelting
articles at the lowest price for these meni—A. In reply, I can only say I scanned
Cordaseo’s accounts item by item, and if tho iteme were rcasonable J passed them. )

Q. Without knowing what they could be bought clsewhere fori—A. Yes.

Q. In every month there is a Jarge item for supplies of this kind1+—A. Some
months there is only a small item. .

Q. Some months larger than $1522—A. I Jdo not know.

Q. Last year some months were considerably higherfi—A. I do not know about
last year. .

Q. And in the present year sardines that cost 4e. a box were charged 12¢.2—A.
They are down here at 10c. .

Q. That is only 150 per cent profit. Where does all the profit go; does M. Cor-
dasco alone get all the profiti—A. I do not know any one having an interest in it
except Cordasco. I must confess that I was not aware that he bought the things as
ordered. i

Q. With every account that Cordasco produced he should have given you the bill
in detail from the party he got tho goods from for every day he charged you for sup-
plies. e gets these articles from Mr. Spenard. I suppose, Mr. Spenard just drives
them to the Windsor station, is that all 1—A. They are looked after there by Cordascé.

" Q. And he gots 85 for doing that?—A. He does not now.

Q. Ho did last year 1—A. Of last year I cannot speak. -

Q. But up to April in the March and April accounts ho has charged them. So
you see he gets $5 a day and how much from the unfortunato people who have to pay
for these supplies going out west. $152 Toss $94.72, or $57.28, that he gets out of that.
I would suggest in future that you look into these accounts. Do you not thiak that i3
a little more than fair. He is your servant, he hds to supply these articles, has he nott
—A. I quite see the point. ‘ '

Q. Why should you. allow him to make money out of these meni—A. It is not
a great hardship the cost to the nien. : i

Q. I do not think it is excusable at all, Mr. Skinner, I think the men pay &
great deal more than they ovght to pay and more than the Canadian Pacific Railway
directors wish them to pay. I fecl certain of that, and it is inexcusable that such
charges should be made against men; of course it would be very important to have
10,000 for employment by the Canadian Pacific Railway, if such profits can be made.-
Adjoining.yonr Uffico is Mr. Cordasco’s; you see men going in there for the purpose
of thainiug'émployment?—A. I cannot see into the office.

Q. You can know und lear?—A. Only a few. :

Q. Have you seon them at allt—A. T have heard him charge 81 for registration.

Q. How much does he charge for forcrnen. I think Cotdasco charges something
liko 810 for foremen{—A. Not that I know of. "
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Q. You never heard that Cordasco charged more than $10, 81 from the labourers
and $10 from the foremen for obtaining employment for themi—A. As far as the men
were concerned, I was thinking of the whole thing. including regis!ration and getting
work.

Q. What about new labour?—A. I understood he charged 81 for registration and
a couple for starting them to work.

Q. Only that two dollars?—A. Yes.

Q. That is 83 for getting employment{—A. Certainly.

Q. He really makes 84 on these men and 81 from the Canadian Pacifie Railway,
which makes 857—A. No. :

Q. You told me that the Canadian Pacific Reilway agreed to give him 817—-
A. The Canadian Pacific Railway agreed that he get nothing.

Q. Do you know that he gets nothing?—A. I do not know: -

Q. Well, you say that he gets nothing from you?—A. I do not know that he will
be paid anything by the Canadian Pacific Railway.

Q. If it is not known what he getst—A. My reason for saying that is that he
was given $1 in consideration of his getting nothing from the men. I agree with Your
Honour that he should not be paid double for the service. .

Q. Can you tell-me how much Mr. Cordasco has made out of these 700 odd men
he has sent you?—A. I certainly cannot.

Q. Ilove you any idea?—A. Well, I know he has been paid nothing by the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway. ’
© Q. How many foremen have gone?—A. T should say obout six.

Q. Only six foremen for 700 men?—A. In some instances it was asked that fore-
men should not he sent.

Q. Cnly six foremen for 700 men?—A. I think only six foremen.

Q. You have a list of the men who have gone out{—A. I have got it here.

Q. Kindly look up the number who have gone out this spring, every party has a
foreman?—A. (Laoks at list.) There are 11 foremen,

Q. 11 foremen and how many men i—A. 711.

Q. Eleven foremen at $10 equals $110. Ifow much for each man and how much
for getting employment, $37—A. I do not know, Your Honour.

Q. We will take $1 for registering, this you do know, that is $700?2—A. Yes.

Q. Now, adding this 8700 to the $110 reccived for the foremen, that would make
$810 since—when was the agrcement established i—A. On April 14,

Q. Well that would be $810 from April 14 up to July 16 inclusive, and if he has
charged $3 for ecach, that is $2,100, and with the $810, that would amount to $2,910
from April 14 to July 160—-A. On what basis?

Q. If he charges you besides $1 for these 711 men, that would bring the amount
to $3,6208—A. There was a gang yesterday.

Q. How many{—A. 15 men.

Q. We are only going to July 16. That is really all that is.black and white.

Q. $3,621 from April 14 to July 16. Do you know what efforts he puts forth in
order to engage these meni—-A. He has lots of trouble. He keeps an office with a wait-
ing room, they are resorts where these people spend all winter. T hey come down to
smoke, he keeps all sorts of conveniences for them.

Q. But I mean as to employment, I mean efforts contingent to getting these men
hired #—A. T do not know anything about that. Of course, a great many come down
from work in the autumn, some remain there and some go.to Boston and New York.

Q. Some of those who have registered one year have to pay over againfi—A. |
think they want to do it. They come down and consider Cordasco their friend.

Q. I suppose he is their friend to the extent of gatting what amount of money he
can out of themi—A. Thoy seem to like it. .

Q. They are a peculiar people, you and T would not like that Mr. Skinner,

Q. You cannot tell me what agencies he has in the States, or in Italy, for the pur-
pose of getting these men out?—A. I have not heard of any in Italy, and I do not know
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of uny in the States. I simply know that at the end of the last year, after all the men
had been sent and morq were required, I understood he got some Italians living in
Boaton and Y.ew York sent up. I do not know though from whom he got them.

The ComMissioNner.—That is all I wish to ask.

Mr. Ricuarp I, TaxE, being sworn.

By My, Mowat :

Q. T am told that you are n university graduate, and that for some years you have
dedicated your life to the study of social and cconomical questions in connection with
organized charityi—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is your present -position?—A. Secretary of the Charity Organization
Society of Montreal. - ’ '

Q. Te that the society whicl. esmbines the efforts of a number of other societies —
A. It is a clearing house for the other societies,

Q. In connection with charity and other philanthropic subjects?—A. Yes.

). You remember the influx of Italian labourers in April and May last?—A, 1
do so. . .

Q. Is it part of your duty to lock after and dispense help to destitute peraons who
como to Montrcali—A. All social problems belonging to Montreal.

Q. Did it come under 3. ar notice that there was anything extraordinary in this
great inflax?—A. I first noticed along in April that there were a large number of un-
employed Italians in all our parks who did not leave the city as they did heretofore in
{he two years I had been there. . ‘

Q. Wers they sitting in the parks only a f2w moments —A. Well, they were spend-
ing the whole day in the parks, and my attention was called by a good many members
of our society, and I think we spoke of it and thought it wiser to wait until things
came to a crisis before doing anything.

Q. Did you inquire where these Italiana came from ?—A. Not at that time, we had
a little meeting. I am told it was about May 30 in the mayor’s office, I speak and sub-
mit to him or he to me frequently questions regarding dependant irmmigrants from tho
city council which are referred to the bureau of the mayor. I think he informed mo
that the president of the Italian Iramigration Society had been to him that morning
and stated that they had spent a large amount for the relief of the homeless from the
house on Windsor street, and he asked my judgment and I told him that before doingg
anything T thought it would be wiser to call in the president.

Q. That is Mr., Catelli —A. Yes, Mr. Catelli. We met at another room that "1y
Mr. St. Denis, chairman of the Poli_e Committee, who was interested in the affair.

Q. Aldermani—A. Alderman, The president of the Italian Society. e stated
that they had spent over $1,000 of the $2,000 voted by the Italian government for a
house of refuge, on bread for these Italian immigrants, and that there were probab'y
500 of them who had no means.

Q. Completely destitute?--A. Completely destitute.

Q. Eating bread and drinking water and nothing else?—A. Yes. The president
of the society saked me if the charitable societies would make a public appeal, I did
not feel justified in doing this, for it is absolutely impossiblé in feeding a large n: m-
ber of foreigners to have proper contiol as to how much they really need.

>

Q. You mean that there may be destitution practised =—A. Yes. The president of

tho Ttalian Society here is well respected, and the mayor told me that he had perfect
corSdcnce in what he stated that before I acted as treasurer of this fund I thought it
was wiser to take the judgment of two men friends, members of the society.

Q. Were they called in?—A. I went to both of their houses before I w:uld act as
treasurer of this fund. Both of these men stated that there were Italiana who wera
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asking for food, £ :a acting upon their judgment I went back and told the mayor that
T weuld be willing to act as treasurer for the fund, and the appeal was published in tha
papers and we received about $185 from the public for the bread fund.

Q. Whevre was the bread distributed&-—A. From the Windsor street house. 1 told
the president of the Immigration Society and other gentleman that I felt it would be
wiser to eut down the bread limit every day, and we did until in about four weeks they
were practically giving away no bread.

Q. Then the trouble was acute for about three or four weeksf—A. Yes, I made an
investigation for my own sake and the sake of the mayor, as to the Italisns who had no
bread and we came to the conclusion that there were possibly at that time between 200
and 300 in Montreal.

Q. You mean Italians?-——A. Between 200 and 300 who were dependent for their
support cither on the Ttalian Tmmigration Society or on their friends, of course I know
the Italian Society stated there were more, but that was due to many who without
rearon stated that they were in need, but from my own judgment there were 200 or 300
without means to buy bread.

Q. Did you hear Mr. Dini this morning give evidence on this subject ?——A 1 did.

Q. Did you hear him say that the bulk of the iinmigrants were from the States?—
A. Ard T think that is vight. That is one of the greatest difficulties we have, we can
et nu smount of people to come to this couniry from Boston and New York, 'ut wa
have no wrans of returning them to these places.

Q. You mean that there is a prohibition against our sending foreigners across the
line 2—A. Yes, less than six months ayo I had a case of an Italian who had consump-
tion and could not live more than two months, and we wished to send him to Italy by
the boats that sail from New York, but we could not do go as the United States govern-
ment will not allow us to send an Italian home by way of New York, even if we give
aur personal word that lic has paid his fare.

Q. How is it about foreigners coming into this country from the States?—A. Well,
we do not keep a record of them. Tt 'is an open secret that there is some arrangement
whereby the steamships plying at ports in the United States get the United States
officials to allow these people to pass through to Canada without the inspection they
would require if immigrating to the States. I cannot prove that, nor have I seen it,
but it is known to be a fact.

By the Commissioner :

Q. How much was the cost to the society, Mr. Lane, what was the cost for this
influx %—A. ITow much I spent giving bread ¢

Q. Yes?—A. 1 spent about $106.

Q. Do you know what was the result of this large influx on wages of our peollle?——
A. That is a very difficult question, Your Tordship.

Q. Arc you in a position to state?—A. No, I have no statistics.

Q. You have no practical experience?—A. Well, T know what they say, but T do
not think the Italiens in Montreal have taken jobs that others would do.

Q. That is, you believe that the Italians do work in Canada and ti.c United States
that no one else would?—A. Yes, that is true of certain work.

Q. For instance, construction of railway lines?—A. An inspector would answer
that better than I could. There is a distinction between the Italian colony in Mon-
treal, that come here to reside with their families, and people who come only for the
guminer.
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Mr. J. M. VicLixo was sworn as interpreter. .

Poupeo Biaxco being sworn. (Through interpreter.)

By Mr. Mowat :

Q. Are you living ~t 94 Felix street t—A. Yes.

Q. When did you come from Italy?—A. Eight ycars age next March,

Q. Have you acted as foreman and interpreter of ganigs?—A. Yes, sir, two years
for the Canadian Pacific Railway.

Q. Did you go to Antonio. Cordasco asking him to get you employment{—A. Yes,
sir, when T came back from the company.

Q. Do you remember the date?—A. November 27 last.

Q. You saw Antonio Cordasco?—A. Yes, sir, he told me (o make up a gang.

Q. Did you undertake to make up a gangi—A. Yes, 104 men.

Q. Whent—A. On December 2, and they were put in the register on the 7th.

). Was any condition exacted by Cordasco?—A. Cordasco told me to send him
the names and the moneyt

(). What money —A. $100.

Q. Did Cordasco make that a condition of putting the names in the book t—A.
e took .« list.

Q. Was any greater sum demanded from you as foreman or interpreter t—A.

"No, sir, I was only a foreman.

Q. Was there no greater amount paid ?—A. They gave him $100.

Q. How much did you pay as forcmani—A. I paid $10 in the month of August.

Q. Augnst, 19032—A. Yes, but he did not mark it in book.

Q. Yecu paid Cowvdasco $104 and $107—A. Yes, $104 for -1en and $10 for myself.

Q. When was employment to be given to yourself and menf—A. The beginning
of Maxch.

Q. Did you or these men get employment from Cordasco?—A. Yes, on the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway.

Q. Were they employed at that time f—A. No, they were placed to work on Thurs-
day last. .

Q. From the first of March, when they .were promised employment, until Thurs-
day last they were idle?—A. They work for the Grand Trunk now, and not at place
during that time on the Canadian Pacific Railway.

Q. They were not placed by Cordascoi—A. No.

Q. Did he return the money that was paidt—A. No, sir.

Q. Have you instructed suit to be entered to recover the moneyi—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Through what solicitors?—A. Mr. Pelissier,

By the Commissioner :
Q. Where did these men come from whose names you gave iné —A. Montreal;
they had come back from the country. ’
. When did you get the gang?—A. Last March.
. Did any of them come from Italyi—A. Only two or three cam> from Italy.
. Who were they!—A. Donate Dorazio, Domenico Bianco, a cousin of mine.
. And who was the other?—A. I do not remember now.
. Where did those two men come from?—A. From Ttaly.
. What placei—A. Somité Cheta. .
Q. Who sent for them{—A. Domenico Bianco sent for them. He has two
brothers here.

Q. Did you get any of your men from the United States?—=A: Yes, but T do not
know their names, about 10 or 12.

Q. Did you ask Cordasco to refund you this money?—A. Yes, I asked him and
ho refused to pay; he said no. .

Q. On what condition was the 810 paid?—A. He told me it would be all right,
hoe would get me a job, and I took $10 and gave them to him.

LODLOLL
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Q. It was to be a good jol for $101—A. Yes.
Q. On whut condition were the $104 paidz——A. For the gang, I suppose, to be fore-
man,

Q. Where did you get the $1047—A. I paid. one part from my pocket, and some
I collected from the men. 3

Q. Were they to pay any other sum besides ‘he %1 before getting employment —
A. Yes, they paid $2, but 1 paid it back; I did uet give it to Cordasco,

Q. They paid 32 to get employment?—A. Gordasco told me, you must get $2
and bring money to me.

Q. How many paid you the $21—A. About 15, and I paid it back right away.

Q. Were you present in Montreal during April and May last?—A. Yes, I was
here with all the men.

Q. Did you see a large number of Italians here then i—A. Yes, a large number.,

Q. How many?—A. All tlie strects were full.

Q. Can you give me the number as near as you think?—A, Two or three thousand,
1 do not know.

Q. Where did they come from?—A. Some from Italy, some from work, some from
the United States. From the United States I had 15 men in my house.

Q. What induced them to come here?—A. I don't know.

Q. Did chey not state why they came herei—A. They =aid, we saw a notice in
the newspupers there was work in British Columbia,

). What newspapers?—A. I don’t know.

). Where did they sco this notice?—A. In the United States,

Q. But thoso that came from Italy, why did they come here?—A. I don’t know.

Q. Who obtainced employment for your gang?—A. One parf myself and one part
nay nephew, who lives in Burketon. Ono of the parties workis7at Burketon,

Q. Are they on the Canadian Pacific Railway i—A. wogydm other contracts with
Mr, Foran. w0

Q. How much are they getting?—A. $1.75 per day.

Q. Liow much do the foremen getf—A. $2.95,

Q. Are they employed in Montreal?—A, Yes, they started last Thursday for
the Grand Trunk Railway and for manufacturers,

Q. How much ar¢ they getting?—A. Most of them $1.50 per day and others 20
cents an hour, so that they make $10 or $15 per week.

Q. Are all your gang employed nowi—A. Yes, one portion I sent to Mr. Dini on
Thursday last; they went to Burketon.

Q. For Mr. Dini{—A. Yes.

Q. Do you know how much they paid Mr., Dini?—A. I don’t know.

Q. Have you anything else to say—A. I can say that my gang owe me $500 for
support and cannot give me the money back, because they did not start early enough
to work.

Q. Your gang owes you $5007—A. Yeas,

Q. What was that money advanced them for?—A. To give them something to
eat and their beard.

Q. During the last spring?—A. Yes, beeause I was obliged to keep them until
last Thursday, eight days ago.

Q. It will take all their time to pay back?—A. Yes, I think this year they cannot
make enough to live, only two or three months work,

By Mr, Walsh:

Q. Why did you pay these $10 in August{—A. Because Cordasco told me that to
get & good place I would have to make a little present, and I gave him $10.

Q. Not for work this year?—A. Yes. I bad paid before I left here on 3rd May,
1903.
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By the Commissioner:
Q. Did you pay $10 each year you went outt—A. I gave him $10 or $15.
Q. Every time you went outi—A. Yes, overy season for the two years I worked

for him.

Giuskrre MiexeLra being sworn.  (Through interpreter.)

By Mr. Mowat:

Q. Did you apply to Antonio Cordasco for work?—A. When I came back from
the country in November last I went to Cordasco and he said, ¢ Mignella you must
make up a gang.’

Q. 1le asked you to make up a gangi—A. Yes.

Q. Have you had expericuce for some yearsi—A. No, none.

Q. What condition did Cordasco make, what did he tell youl?—A. He says make
up a gang.

Q. And did you make up & gangi—A. Yes, and I gave money to him.

Q. How many were there in the gangi—A. 42.

Q. And you paid $427—A. Yes.

Q. How much for yourselfi—A. $25 for myself.

Q. When were you promised work ?—A. He promised work for the beginning of
March. :

Q. Were you ready with your gang?—A. Yes.

Q. And work was not giveni—A. No, sir.

Q. And no signs of worki—A. No, sir; he told me to wait.

Q. Did you ask for the money back i—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was the money refused—A. Somo of the men went to ask for the money and
were told by Cordasco that he did not know them but knew Mignella, go T went myself

but he said ke did not know 1ine. _
Q. Did he ask you for any further sum in addition to the $12—A. Yes, he asked

‘me to get $2 more from cach many,>but I did not.
Q. Where did you get the men from, the United States or from Ytaly ?—A. They

were all living where I was boarding, 474 Lagauchetiére street. X

By the Commissioner :
Q. Did you know any of the Italians that came from Italy during the spring{—

A. I knew some,
Q. How many i—A. I know three from my own place and some from other places.

Q. Who brought them outi—A. Fratello; there are some here now boarding in
tLc same house and some in court. They stated to me that they had consulted Cord-

asco’s newspaper.
Q. What are the names of these men in courti—A. (Pointing them out.)
Grisaphé, Saverio and Antonio Sicari. There were eight, three young boys in the

passage and three others over there near the coils.
Q. Do you owe Mr. Cordasco any money i—A. I owe him $40. T gave him my

note for $15 and I paid $10.
The ComissioNer 70 MR, Warsu—Has Mr. Cordasco that note with him {

Mr. WarLsi—I will ask him to look and to bring it over to-morrow morning.
Tho Wrinkss.—I paid $10. He marked down $15 on book and $5, he took $5 from
£20 and kept it. :
By the Commissioner : _
Q. Did you sign a note for $10?—A. Yes. There was no amount on note, I saw
only my name,
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Mr. Vincexzo Scrano, being sworn. (Through interpreter).

By Mr. Mowat :

Q. Did you apply to Mr. Cordasco for work and when $—A. Yes, in Noverber last
abcut the 20th or 22nd.

Q. What did you pay him?—A. I gave him $10.

Q. When were you promised work?—A. In the spring, March or April.

Q. Were you to make up a gang?-—A. Cordasco told me I will give you the men
otherwise if men cannot be supplied here T will send you to New York.

Q. Did you supply meni—-A. No.

Q. And did not get work?—A. No.

Q. Did you get back the $10 7—A. No, sir. I went and asked him for my money
and ho asked me what are you asking for, and I said I was asking for my rights
und he told me that I had no rights at all. I told him to look at his books and sce if 1
had no rights at all, and he said your name is not in the book. '

Q. When was this?—A. January last, 17th or 20th.

Q. You were not to get work until the spring?—A. I was looking for work, and he
snid your name is not in the book. There was a crowd waiting for work. but there wa:
no work.

———— Q. But ho was not to get you work until March, why did you go there?—A. 1
went there like the rest.

Q. Did ho afterwards find your name in his book I—A. Yes.

Q. Did you ever apply sgain for a return of the money after January?—A. Yes
and he gave me $5 back.

Q. Did you renounce all claims against bim?—A. I did not.

By the Commissioner :

. Where did you come from{—A. Buffalo.

. Who brought you here?—A. Mateo Farina.

When?—A. On August 30 last.

. Who was Mateo Farina representing?—A. He was a foreman.
. Foreman for whom?—A. Cordasco. .

. What work were you engaged forf—A. Foreman.

. On what work i—A. Railway.

. Which railway?—A. For the C.P.R.

Q. When was it?—A. Wo started work on September 12 last, and I arrived in
Montreal about August 30. When I went to Buffalo I had a trip pass, and when 1
arvived in Montreal I was obliged to pay him $7. e said if you will not give me $7
T will have you arrested.

Q. Who?—A. Cordasco.

Q. What did you do #—A. I paid.

Q. 37 for the trip?—A. Yes.

Q. Was that a portion of the $10 that you paid him?—A. No, the C.P.R. gave him
a free pass; Cordasco charged that for food. We wero one day and a night on the road.
Wa had no food, and of course we complained to Cordasco. He said you will find food
in the car. There were twd Loxes of sardines, two pounds of cheese and one loaf of
bread, rud we paid $7 each for that, for one day and night. When we arrived about 15¢
miles from Fort William we told our foremau that we had paid 87 for food going Jdown
to Montreal. Ho said that is nothing, you will see now when you draw your pay. We
paid 87.10 for a day and a night before.

Q. Where?—A. At Ignice. We went to the head office there and tried to got
back cur money, and the bois told u- we could not, as Cordasco took that money.

OCoLOOD
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Mr. Micuere Tist being sworn. (Through interpreter,)

By Mr. Mowat : :
. Q: Did you apply to Mr., Cordasco on November 16 last for employment 1—A.
es, sir,

Q. Did he demand money from you and how much?—A. I was working for the
Canadian Pacific Railway, and I camo back from work on November 14. Cordasco
had told me when you come back again I will give you another job for one gang of
;00. I made up a couple of gangs of 100 and paid $10 for my part and the men paid

2,

Q. Did you pay $2 to Cordasco?—A. The men paid.

0. The men that you got paidi—A. Yes, some of the gang did. T got $78 and
the ofaers went and paid $2. :

Q. And you paid $10?—A. Yes.

(). When were you to get work{—A. There was no more work,

Q. Did he not promise you?—A, He said we have no more work, but this will
remain for next season.

Q. When does the next season begini—A. When the work goes on like last year,
on November 27 I went to work with a gang of 100 men. 1 worked about two months
with Rafaele Giasso. I had 50 men before and two foremen for 100 men.

Q. You yourself paid $2 for 50 men t—A. I did not pay myself,

Q. The 50 men and not yourself paid 1—A. Yes, the men paid.

Q. After they paid when were they to go to work?—A. They went to work; I am
not complaining about that.

Q. Why did you give up work?—A. I went on November 27 to work. The men
paid their 82 and I paid $10 for mysclf on November 16. There was no work, so wa
waited for a few Jays and worked for Mr. Beemer, a contractor.

Q. You never worked for the Canadian Pacific Railway{—A. No.

Q. Did they get work with Beemer through Cordasco?—A. Yes, sir,

Q. When did Beemer's' work finishi—A. I arrived in Montreal on January 27.

Q. Did you ask your money back from Cordasco?—A. I did not ask money,
because I left the money there for this scason.

Q. And you did not get work this season{—A. No.

Q. How ‘long have you been idlet—A. From January 27.

RAFARLE DI ZAzzZA, being sworn.

By My. Mowal :

Q. How long have you been in this country ?—A. Fifteen years.

Q. As interpreter and foreman?—A. Foreman.

Q. Did you apply to Cordasco for employment?—A. I always worked for Cor-
dasco since I have been in Canada, the last five years. .

Q. Have you got any complaint in regard to work this year? —A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did . you pay Cordasco money 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When and about how much{—A. About the middle of January.

Q. How muchi—A. $10 for a job as foreman with 83 men.

Q. How much did they pay eachi—A. 81 cach. N

Q. When was work to commence 9—A. To commence on March 1, but March, April
and May went and there was no work. v

Q. Did you ask for your money back ¢—A. No.

A. No, you thought that no use?—A. No. I tried to get a job, and we worked

for a little while.
Q. Did he ask for more than $11—A, Only $1.
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By the Commissioner :

Q. Did the men get employment through himi—A. Some,
Q. Did they pay anything extra?—A. I don’t’ know.

Sarvatore MoLro, being sworn. (Through interpreter.)

By Mr. Mowat :

. Did you apply to Cordasco for work on January 9¢—A, Yes, sir.
. Have you been foreman of a gang?—A. Yes.
. Did he ask you to pay him{—A. Yes.
. How muchi—A. $10,
. Were you to get up a gang{—A. Yes, sir.
. How many?—A. Seventy.
. Did they pay?—A. Yes.
. How muchi—A. Sixty paid $1 each and 40 $3 for a promise of a job. I gave
him $81 myself,

Q. For how many men {—A. Some paid $2'and some $3. I paid myself for them.
They gave me the money.

Q. Why did some pay $2 and some $37—A. Some of them paid $2 more last Janu-
ary when they registered, and some paid $3 later on.

Q. When was that, how long after January?—A. About two or three weeks ago.

Q. In the month of July?—A. Yes, the same morning I paid $81 for 42 or 43
pranies, in the beginning of July.

Q. When was the work to begin?—A, In a couple of days; every time they went
4¢ the ofice they were told to-morrow or after to-morrow.

Q. If they were promized work on March 1 and did not get it, why did they pay
Lim 82 more?—A. He always put off the men saying to-morrow or after to-morrow,
and at last the men came to me saying they would like to get money back. I went to
Cordasco to ask for the money and he said, get out or T will bréak your face.

Q. He would push your face in, that was within the last few duys?——d& Yes, siz,
when T went down to his office,

DOL2LLLOLLD

By the Commissioner :

Q. Did you get a paper like this?—A. The men do not know him at all, they know
me. When I went there to his bank, he would not hear me.

By Mr. Walsh :

Q. Is it not truc that Cordasco has returned some of the money to some of the
men —A. I do not know, but the men came to my house and asked for money and I
told them to go down and see Cordasco.

Q. Where are these men?—A. Some have left, some were asking for money, so I
borrowed $10 from a friend and gave it to them. The day after I went down to Cord-
asco and told him I paid $10 for the men and I said give me $10 at any rate, and he
gave me $10. We could get nothing more from Cordasco, and we could not get work.
We spent all our money, sometimes $6 or $7 trying to get a job. Cordasco used to tell
us to-morrow, next week, but to-morrow or next week never came.

By Mr. Mowat :

Q. 1 see your picture in the supplement of the banquet to Cordnsco, did you con-
tributo towards that?—A, Yes, myself. I paid $5. I had no money and was obliged
to go and borrow it. » :
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RAaraxiLe Di Zazzy, re-examined,

ON ITALIAN IMMIGRATION

By the Commissioner :

Q. You sent for your wife on November 26 Iast?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How much had you to pay for tickets?—A. I forget, about $12, yes $41.05.
Q. When did she arrive here --A. About February 27, e
Q. Ilow long docs it tuke to come?—A. About 12 days via New York, 12 days from

here. ) )

RAFAELE ITALIANO, being sworn. (Through interpreter).
By Mr. Mowat :

. Did you apply to. Cordasco for work on November 27 last?—A. Yes, sir,

. Did 'he say that you would have to pay him?—A. Yes.

. How much did you pay?—A. $10 on November 27.

. How much for yourself &—A. $18 altogether for myself.

. Did you ever pay any more{—A. No.

. Did you ever pay $7¢—A. No.

. Only $18 in all?—A. Yes.

Q. When were you to get work #—A. On March 20 or 25.

Q. Did you get a job?—A. No.

Q. Did you ask for your money t—A. No, [ asked him last year and hé told me he

LOOLOORD

did not give it back.

Q. Did you ever kuow him to give back any money to anybody {—A. No.

By the Commissioner :

Q. How long have you lived in Canada 2—A. Your years, N
Q. You lived in Montreal?—A. Yes.

Guiserre ZoLAng, being sworn,  (Through interpreter).

By Mr. Mouwat :
Q. Have you been employed on the C.P.R, and when did you go to worki—A. On

July 3.

Q. July 3 this yeari—A. Last year.
Q. When out on the work were you bitten by mosquitoes i—A. Yes, bitten by

back flies while employed.

Q.- How much did you pay to Cordasco —A. We paid $9 for three,

Q. When did you pay that money 2—A. On May 15.

Q. These men were not foremen —A. No.

Q. Did you pay the money to Cordasco himself I—A, Yes. . |

By the Commissioner :
Q. Why did you pay that money t—A. Because Cordasco said if you want work

for the season you will bring $3.

Q. Did he demand $3 before giving cmployment {—A. Yes.

Q. What work were you oni—A. With a contractor.:

Q."On the C.P.R, 1—A. Yes, sir. We signed a contract that they could not put
me out before four months, and after working three days we were sacked.

Q. Who sacked you ?—A. The .hoss foreman,

Q. T suppose he was sacked tool—A. Yes.

Q. Iow much had he paid for himself t—A. $3.

Q. He was not a foreman{—A. No, fie was just a labourer,

366—6
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Axtoxio Sican, being siwvorn, (Through interpreter.)

By the Commissioner :

Q. Where did you come from?—A. From Italy.

Q. When?—A. Arrived here on May 15.

Q. What part of Ttalyt —A. Reggio, Calabri,

Q. What made you think of coming here?—A. They sent so many cireulex
newspapers and some representatives.

Q. lave you got any of them?—A. No, T have not got any.

Q). Who sent them?—A. A man named Pasano; he paid for many men.

Q. How many?—A. In my village, about 20.

Q. What cards had this man, what name {—A. Pasano.

Q. Where did he direct you to go?—A. He gave the address to each man, ang
us to go to Cordasco, ard we paid 450 francs each.

Q. Alli—A. Yes, all. T paid 450 francs ; there were 80 of us paid the
amount. )

Q. Where were you directed to go?—A. To Cordasco; they gave us his nion
address. ’

Q. What did you do in New York?—A. We were visited and examined and
dircet to Montreal and went to Cordasco and paid him &3.

Q. You came direct to Montreal and paid Cordasco $3%—A. Yes, )

Q. When?—A. We paid to the foreman and the foreman gave the money tc
dasco.

Q. Iow many men came over with you in the same vesseli—A. 750 Italia

Q. Did they all come to Montreal?—A, T think there remained about 30 in
York.

Q. About 30 remained in New York —A. Yes. :

Q. Had they the addresses of Cordasco, all of these men —A. Yes.

Q. Did you see any cirewlars from Cordasco i—A. Oh, yes, there werc lot
mewspapers.

Q. Do you know where any of these are now?~—A. T do not know.

Q. What was on the circularf—A. Tt stated that any man that could come
make plenty money, so that we came to this country and left our families.

Q. Did the circular state how many men were wanted?A. It stated that
man should like to come because he could make lots of money.

Q. Did they state the wages?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How much?—A. From 7.50 to 10 lire per day; stonemason 15 lire, or
23 a day.

Q. When did you arrive in Montreal?—A. On May 15.

Q. Did you get any employment at all since you came leret—A. We wer
mised work from day to day and some got work.

Q. THow many did get work, between 600 and 700?—A. T do not know, b
we did not stay in the same place.

Q. Were there many without money {—A. No one had money.

Q. How were you supported?—A. Well, our friends helped us some and
helped us.

Q. How many are there now without work #—A. All thesc here have no wor

Q. Are there 100 without work?—A. T mecan only where I board myself.

Q. Yes, only those you know?—A. There are more than 100 without  work

Q. More than 1007—A. Yes, they all go to Cordasco’s bureai for work
course, we paid before and cannot pay any more.

Q. Does he ask for any more before giving work?—A, No, sir.
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MicneLe CiLra, being sworn. (Through interpreter.)

By Mr. Mowat ;

Q. How long have you been in Canada?—A. Since last May, 1003.

Q. Have you been foremani—A. No, sir, . : . e

Q. Have you applied to Cordasco for work and did Cordasco get money from yout
—A. When I arrived in this country Cordasco’s brother took me down to Cordasco's,
and I paid $3.

Q. Were you promised work?—A. This was last year; he gave me work.

Q. This year did you pay any more?—A. Yes.

Q. How much?-—A. On March 22 last I paid $13 for 13 men at %1 cach to Core
dsisco.

Q. Was work promised to them?—A. Yes, he said we would start with his brother
on April 1. :
Q. For the Canadian Pacific Railway !—A. Vincenz Cordasco left Montreal on
April 14. -

Q. You were promised 1o go with that crowd{—A. Yes, sir,

Q. You were not taken $—A. No, sir. '

Q. Did you ask for your money back t—A. e said T will send you to work i a
fow days with my nephew. :

Q. Did he do so I—A. No, sir.

Q. Ts it the practice for you to pay each season to be put ou the register ¥—A.
Why should we pay. ) .

Q. If n man goes up and comes back, has he to pay again{—A: I left job I had
on ship, Cordasco promised me T will send you to work on the railway.

Q. How often have you paid Cordasco?—A. I paid him twice, once T paid 8t
and then I paid $40 to Cordasco.

Q. For how many men?—A. 1 paid $3 for thirteen men for to get a job on the
CYR. Some time after I went to Cordasco and told him, I have lost check, T have
no work, you will give me no job, will you be good enough to give me back my money,
my $40. He had a revolver in his hand and ke said, if you ask any more for rour
money I will pull forty drops of blood from your forehead. .

Q. Did that threat affect the matter, were you threatened —A. Yes, ho had a

revolver in his hand.
Q. Where ?—A. In his private house, I can swear that was in his house,

AxTtoNIO SiCARi, rd-examined

" By the Commissioner:
Q. What was the name of the steamer you came in t—A. Santo Trado.
Q. What line t—A. The Ttalian General Navigation Company.

Trancesco PicisesTo, being sworn.  (Through interpreter).

By the Commissioner: -
Q. How old are you ¢—A. Going on 19 years.’
Q. When did you come to Montreal 8—A. Arrived here April 25 last.
Q. Where did you come from t—A. Reggio, Calabria. A
Q. What was the name of the steamer f—A. I think the name was Ingleterra,
Q. Who paid your passage coming out i—A. I paid myself. _
Q. How muchi—A, $34.20.

865—0}
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Q. How many came out with youi—A. From the same village there were abou

thirtcen or fourteen,
- Q. From all parts-2—A; 1,800, with the sailors, -

Q. Ifow many came to Montreal #—A. Fourteen came to Montreal. -

Q. Did you come dircet to Montreal I—A. The ship arrived in New York.

Q. You came to New York #—A. Yes.

Q. Iow many men came from the ship through from New York to Montrcal 7—
A. Tourteen from my place; T do not know about the rest.

Q. Were there many 1—A. Yes, many,

Q. Did you see any papers to induce you to come here 2—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What were they #—A. They came from Montreal.

Q. What name was on them ?—A. Cordasco bank.

Q. Who showed you these papers or gave them to you #—A. Some gentleman frow
that place. :

Q. Did you know whether the gentleman was from the steames
gentleman?—A. 1 do not know.

Q. Ile left the paper with yon 2—A. Yes, he had lots of papers,

Q. What did the paper say ?—A. All those who wished could come to Montrea
and make plenty of money. )

Q. Did you come out in the same boat ns Antonio Sieari 1—A. No, before him
the sinip before, .

Q. Did you know these men in Ttaly 2—A. Yes, sir, in Reggio.

Q. What part of Ita™ #—A. Reggio Calabria. )

Q. How long before you came out did you sce the cireularsé~—A, They com.
menced to post the eirenlars in TFebruary two years before.

Q. You saw that circular two years ago?—A. There w
to came here and make money.

Q. Whose name was on the Inst circular 7—A. T do not remember,

Q. Do you remember the name on the Montreal circular —A. Yes,

Q. Whose name —A. Antonio . Cordasco, Montreal,

Q. When you arrived fiere where did you go {—A. W
a pousin of mine was there, and T went with my cousin,

Q. Did you apply to Cordasco for work *—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When ?—A. The middle of Mareh.

Q. Dit you give Cordasco any money ?—A. Yes, T paid 3.
Q. What for #—A. T paid becaiise he asked for it so as to send me to work in the
country. )

Q. Did he send you to work in the country ?#—A, No, sir.

Q. ITas he promised since then to send you #—A. Oh, yes,

Q. Did you ask the money back 7—A. Yes.

Q. And Cordasco refused to pay #—A. Ile said, why
on tne gang that will start to-morrow.

Q. Have you got any means of paying your way #—A. No, sir.

Q. How are you supported 1—A. I have no more money. I was obliged to work
for 50 cents a day, it ceased the other day.

Q. Are you working now 1—A. No, sir.

Q. Tow are you suppo-ted now 7—A. Last week I worked three or four days and
drew a couple of dollars.

Q. Do you know any men in Montreal who came from your village this spring?—
A. There is a cousin of mine here. .

nip or anothe

as a circular telling them

hen T arrived at the station

do you want it, you will be

SEvERIO Cresavi, being sworn. (Through interpreter).
By the Commissioner; o
Q. When did you come to this country I—A. I came to this country on May 18,
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Q. Where from 1—A, From Italy.

. What part 1—A, Reggio, Calabria, .

. Who paid your passage I—A. T paid it myself,

. How much 1—A. 215 lire (843).

. What line did you come by t—A. The Piedmonte.

What line —A. I do not know, I think the Veloce.

. What induced you to come out #—A. T saw the others starting for this coun-
try aud I felt like doing the same.

Did yo  ve any circulars at all 1—A. No, sir,

. When . ou arrive in Montreal 2—-A. On May 15 last.

. Tlow many came out on the same boat —A. 850

Did you all come to Montreal —A. No, sir, only 25.

. Where did the others go —A. To New Work. : .

. Did any of them come afterwards from New York to Montreal #—A. T do not

DOOLOD0

L0O0RD

know.
. Did you apply to Cordasco for work i—A. Yes, sir.
. Tow did you come to do that —A. Ie said, if you have $3 you will go to
work, and I paid the $3.

Q. Why did you go to Cordasco 7—A. Well, T saw other men going there and 1
tried to get a job, and went ti.we myself.

Q. Did you get a job t—A. No, sir. .

Q. Ilave you asked for a job more than once t—A. Yes, T asked every day.

Q. What did Cordasco suy 2—A. Well, all right, you will go to-morrow, but I
never went. )

Q. Did you ask for your money —A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did Cordasco say —A. Tle said he would not return the money, but to
wait until I got a job.

GiuserPE AaosTiNG, being sworn.  (Through interpreter).

Q0

By the Commissioner:

Q. Where did you come from #—A. T am an Ttalian, I came from the province of
Reggio, Calabria.

Q. When did you come here 7—A. T have been two years in Montreal and one
year in Nova Scotia. . .

Q. Did you apply to Cordasco for work 2—A, I went to Cordasco and paid him,
on December 23 last, $2, 81, for myself and #1 for my son. I paid him also $4 in the
beginning of April last because e told me, you must pay as you will go to work, L
paid $6 altogether. ’

Q. How old is your boy —A. About 15 years.

Q. He charged $3 for him?—A. Yes, 83 each.

Q. How old are you —A. 53 years of age. :

Q. Did you receive any worl at all i—A. T worked only two days beeause I was
waiting. I had a chance of working two days. I spent all the moncy I had made last
summer waiting for work. 1 only had a chance to work two days and have - . inore
bread.

Q. Did Cordasco give you any work 1—A. Cordaseo sent me to work, T worked
one. day, it was heavy work, He did not give me anything more. .

'Q. Where was that 2—A. T went to work one place, I do not know where. T paid
90 cents for street cars and I gave 25 cents to Cordasco that morning, he asked me for
25 cents. ’ ‘ ) :

.. Q.-How did you get work 2—A. They did not give me a cent. ‘There were six
imen ‘and he gsked 25 cents to go gnd try and get something for us to do. They did
8o and he éaf | why don’t yot go, and they weat but got nothing to do.

By My, Walsh: - . o -
Q. Was not the 26 cents given to pay car fnbo’?fA. 1 paid my own car fare.
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Bruxo Timporo, being sworn.  (Through interpreter).

By the Comiadssioner:

Q. llow long have you been in America t—A. Three years in Canada.

Q. D:d you apply to Cordasco for work &—A. No, I was boarding with Giuseppa
Miguclla and I paid $1 to Cordasco and he ss”4 you will pay $1 now and 31 when you
start work. T complained to our foreman and he said go and see Cordasco and we had
promises but no work.

). You only paid $1 t—A. Yes, sir.

Ruararr . -TaviaNo, being sworn.  (Through interpreter).

By the Cgmmissimier:

Q. Did you apply to Mr. Cordasco for work¢—A\. I signed a contract on July 8
Jast, to go out on the C.P.R. There was some work, but the foreman said there was
three ahcad of me.

Q). Who was the foreman that took your place #—A. Cordasco told me that the
C.IR. did not want any foreman with that gang and that I would have to wait.

Q. You were in the gang #—A. I had 86 names with 2 water boys. e took 32
snd the rest remained here. .

(). Can you give the namss of any of these men or when they were shipped I—A.
On July 6. :

Q. And did anybody go out in your place {—A. Cordasco told me he did not send 2
fcreman,

Q). Did Antonio Memme go out as a foreman t—A. Yes, Memme took my place.

Q. Had Memme applied after you did?—A. Yes afterwards, I went to him on
November 27 and the other on the 28th. e signed ahead of me Antonio Memme,
Adolphe Miels, Bocancelli, Miorano, all these were after me.

Q. After you 1—A. Yes.

Q). Had you been foreman before this year 7—A. Yes, sir.,

Q. No fault found with your work ?—A. No, sir, I have a certificate from the

___superintendent. . i

Q. André Bocancelli went out on July 18 1—-A. I signed a contract on Ju'y 3
«nd Cordasco told me there were no places for bosses now, but, that man had no eon-
tract and went there on the 16th after me. : :

Q. You had applied before hie #—A. Then ahead of me signed Vincenzo Gaillard:
a relative of Cordasco who did not want it mentioned. Ho send five foremen and James
Cordasco, but T do not blame him for sending the latter but only when ho sent
strangers who signed after me,

itorce E. Burys, being sworn.

By the Commissioner:

Q. What is your position on the C.P.R., Mr. Burns ?—A. I have charge of the
specinl service department of the C.P.R.

Q. Does the employment of Italian labour come under your department?—A.
That is extra Ttalian labour. )

Q. What do yun mean by extra Italian labour —A. That is Ttalian labour that
cannot be picked up by local agents along the line of the railway and has to be em-
"ployed for extra gangs. o

Q. How long have you occupied that position {—A. In connection with tie labour
department since somewhere in 1900, four years.
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Q. What means do you take in order to obtain this extra Ttalian Iabour 1—A.
I have engaged that labour entirely through Italian labour agents.

Q. Can you meurtion the names of these agents you have employed 1—A. During
the past three years, or since the summer of 1901, I have dealt almost exclusively
through Cordasco. Previous to that T hove had several others engaged, such as Mr.
Dini, two gentlemen by the name of Schenker and possibly ore or two more,

Q. But since 1901 you have dealt exclusively with Mr. Cordasco i—A. I hav}
Your [Honour.

Q. Was that the year you had the strike {—A. Tt was.

Q. And Cordasco gct in touch with you during that time 2-—A. T think the first
business T-had with Cordasco was in July 1901,

Q. In conucction with the strike 7—A. Tu conncction with supplying Ttalians to
take the places of trackmen who went on strike.

Q. Was Cordasco able to supply you witi: all you wanted 3—A. Yes, largely, of
course we were short,

Q. That was his special work t—A. It was. :

Q. T understend he visited the United States for the purpose of getting men,
with you ?—A. Not perzonally that year, he had his agests in the United States.

Q. ile has agents in the United States that he gets to work for him when neces
sary ?——A. 1 believe that is the case Your Ionour.

Q. Did he visit the United States with you last year, last Septemberi—A. Te did,
Your Honour.

Q. What for —A. He went down for the purpose of gelting some agencies fo-
steamship companies, '

Q). Was that for the purpose of getting Italians from Italy 1—A. 1 don’t know
about that. .The way it came about was this. He only had a regular office and was
doing a large business, but ke had no steamship agencics, and of course when these .
Ttalians come back from work most of them have a good deal of money which they want
1 send over to their relatives and friends, some for their wives and children and they
“Luy these steamship prepaid tidkets. Cordasco was desirous of getting a line of these
tickets from the different steamship agents, and he came to me about the matter, and [
told him he could easily gct agencies if he made the proper representations to the agents
in New York.

Q. You recommended himi—A, 1 took some steps to get these agencies for him,

Q. I suppose he paid you for your gervices going down there 3—A. No.

Q. He did not help out the C.P.R. t—A. I had business down there and paid my
OWn CRpenses, o

Q. Did he employ any agents for getting Ttalian labour at that time {—A. Not
to my knowledge. -

Q. Did sou visit any other places taan New York {—A. No. I was only there
two or three days. ;

Q. What was your agreement with Cordasco when you first employed him ?—A.
During 1901 T paid him at the rate of $1 per man for all men he could secure.

Q. Did you appoint him sole agent for the company i—A. I never appointed him
solo agent, I have always reserved the right to cancel any agreement I had witn him,
there was no definite period.

Q. Did you appoint him sole agent?—A. I did not, Your Honour.

Q. You have seen his advertisement from time to time{—A. I have.

Q. In which he states that he is sole agent?—A. Yes. T think that is the trans-
lation that he is'the only acting agent for the C.P.R.

Q. Besides being an immigrant agent he is interested in a newspaper called
¢ Corriere o1 Canada? ?—A. T believe he is the owner. .

(. You advertise in that, do you, Mr. Burns t—A. There is an advertisement
taere,

Q. Who inserts that advertisement, yourself or Mr. Cordasco #—A. Mr. Cordasco
paid for it, T nover paid anything for it,
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Q. e pays for it —A. Yes.

Q. Ts it with your authority, you authorized it —A. Yes.

Q. This is the paper and avertisement. (Paper produced). - I think that is one of
the last issues. Mr. Cordas>o put that in therei—A. I believe he did. Ie did nat
charge for that,

Q. In nddition to tiat he has cards printed as agent for the C.P.R., has he not {
—A. T have never scen any of these eards, Your Tonour.

Q. None of Cordasco’s cards I—A. T saw some of Cordasco’s cards a, couple of
years ago, but did not know the C.P.IR. was on the cards.

Q. That was after yon appointed him agent 2—A. That was before the opening
of the season of 1002, T had to make provision for a large number of men, we were
always short of labour, anid I thought we would have to employ a Iot of Ttalians per-
aps in 1902, T went to Cordasco and told him verbally that, it may have been in the
end of 1901, but along there or the beginning of 1902, and I told him verbally that T
expeeted to do a large business, but that things had been more or less unsatisfactory
with the large number of other foreigners that I had hired previously from out west.
T was desirous of getting business arranged so s to have the least possible trouble.
T wonteid men I could trust and T was prepared to pay well for them and I did not
want anvbedy to go into this business without making money, as T was quite sware
that unless inducements were offered we would not have any guarantee that the gentle-
men employed would be absolutely straight, and it was my desire that there should
ba money in the offer.

Q. How much money did vou say would be in it 2—A. T did not say at the time,
T have figured Sinee £3,000 or $4,000.

Q. That is what you intended te pay —A. Not entirely. I knew it was neccs-
sary, it was customary for agents to get fees mit of their men, but did not neure that
from the number of men. I thought that pessibly he might make $3,000 or $:,500 a
year.

Q. Was that al! you offered iim 2—A. T told him 1 would pay him $5 for every
day he work<d, and if he only worked part of n day, then he was to be paid proportion-
ately.  Also that T would allow him any expenses he might make in dramming up men.
Frequently we have to send men out to drum these men up and we have to pay theie
expenses. I agreed to these matters on the verbal contract.

Q. That was a verbal contract at that time, was that earried out by his actually
charging that ¢—A. It was Your Honour.

Q. Ile rendered his accounts to you from month to month and was paid this sum
of 85 per day. Ilave you some of these accounts ~—A, They are at the office.

Q. You might bring the whole of last year’s accounts to-morrew morning——A. All
right.

Q. That has been carried on until when {—A. Until last April. .

Q. Aund a change was then made —A. We had some trouble with the Ttalians,
the first we had, who were employed through Cordasco and certain statements were
made in the judgment that was rendered, which were adverse to the CP.IX., and T
was instructed that it would not do for our company to be mixed-up in-this sort of
thing snd to make some other arrangement.

Q. What was that judgment ?—A. T think it was that of one named Vaccha versus
the C.P.R. T . :

Q. Have you got a copy of that judgment i—A. I will try and get a copy.

Q. It was in consequence of that judgment that you thought it was neceszary
t> change the system with Mr. Cordasco —A. Not necessarily with Mr, Cordase~-alone
put to change the arrangements so that it could not be said that the C.P.R. had ac-
cepted ary fees from any of their employees. . .

Q. T cannot understand what you mean by that.—A. Well, I thivk, Mr. Justice
Curran vhen delivering judgment made the statement that by Cordasco aceepting this
fee, which was always customary, from the labourer, therefore the C.P.R. which had
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appointed him agent participated in this fee, and T was instructed ithat it did not
lcok very well :

Q. Then you say he had been receiving fees from workmen 2—A. He collocted
$2 apicee from these men.

Q. How long had he been doing that —A. He had always been colleeting $1 for
registering and $1 for getting the job. '

). Did he make any difference to your knowledge with respect to foremen —A.
Yes, Your Honour, 1 believe he did.

Q. How much digd he charge them ¢—A, T understood he charged them $10.

Q. And he charged you $5 a day for the same work t—A. I forgot to state that
by the agreement he was to devote his services to me when T demanded them and that
lie was to supply me with men before anyone else. .

(). You were his first choice 2—A. For instance, last year he had orders from th:
G.I.R., the Dominion Coal Company. from I1. J. Beemer and others, but I wanted
men hadly and he had to supply me.

Q. Iu consequence of that agreement I—A. Yes,

Q. Then what was the change made in April last {—A. In April last, T went to
Cordasco awl told him he was not to make any charze pending a regular writtet
agrcement. which 1had been instructed by our solicitors we ought to prepare, a contract
with our labonr agent so that there would be no question about these matters in futare
We were expecting shipments every day and if some came along, pending this agree-
ment, T told him T would pay him $1 per head with the understanding that he would
colleet nothing from the men.

Q. That included foremen as well &—A. That included everybody.

Q. Do you remember that datei—A. Some day prior to April 23, 1)(3:‘11;[)'5“3“”

might be a little carlier. .

Q. 1las that agreement been acted upon by Cordasco since?—A. I will say this
much for Cordasco. he came up to me after the first gang went out and asked me if
this agreement would apply to these men from whom hie had- takeii $1 last year in No-
vember or December., )

Q. And did not want to pay it back #—A. I suppose so, Ile said they have been
living around my oflfice and their dollar has been earned by me. I said we will say
nothing about that, but in future, any you may employ for the C.P.R., no fees must
be colleeted. : - - Ces .

Q). You could not deal with anybody else —A. Io hires for other people.

Q. Hos he carried out that contract by charging the C.P.R. $1 for each men he
has employed e—A. He sent in his bill but I have not paid him.

Q. For how many months i—A. For April and May.

Q. Ior June -—A. I think, the June bill is not in yet.

Q. T thougnt T saw that #—A. I do not think so.

Q. It had been in your room, T have a memo of iti—A. Mr, Skinner will be alle
to testify as to that, i

Q. Have you got the menth of May. Mr. Walsh says the June account is in,
Alr. Burns '—A. Yes, May and June are together. :

Q. Has the April month:been settled and paid for —A. No, Your Tonour.

Q. Tt has bedn initialled by Mr. Skinner, is that correct. {—A. Yes, Your Honour.

Q. Aud who eise has it been initinlled by besides Mr. Skinuer ¢—A. Initialled by
AMr. Lancey. .

. Q. Ys he your assistant #—A. Ile is my assistant. .

Q. Why is it initinlled by Mr. Launcey as correct 2-—A. Only as correct as to rate
for service to be performed. _

Q. Have tne May and June months also been initialled in the same way —A.
Both are initialled by Mr. Skinuer, and Mr. Lancey ecrtifies to the voucher part as
correct. .

Q. Mr. Skinsier is the one really in charge and certifies to the work being done ¢
—A. Yes,

3
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Q. And you accept his ccrtificate —A. Yes.

Q. Do you not go into the items t—A. Occasionally.

Q. Only when any dificulty arrives =—A. Well, I certify vouchers in -every
month,

Q. llave you in any case certified the items without your attention being first
called to any portion of them ?—A. Yes, I have turned them back lots of times.

). These were paid, taey were passed as they now exist —A. These were paid,
but | cannot say as to whether the bills, as practically vouched for are the same as
first presented to our company. T almost every case for a long time past there have
been disputes about these bills, :

Q. In what respect ?—A. Likely paid teo much for what we got done and for

- other causes. Instead of passing them with the items scored out tney were rewritten.

Q. He could not suceeed in getting his first elaim through?—A. No, Your Honour,
T paid exactly what was right.  The whole bill was rewritten and the old bill destroyed.

Q. Your method of getting workimen was to call upon Cordasco for a certain
number when you needed tiem -—A. We are entirely dependent upon orders from
the divisions, which come through the superintendents, and we have no meane of
stating exactly when men are required, and formerly the superintendents would send
in orders and they do yet. These orders are generally by telegram. 3Ir, Skinuner is
telephoned, and if he is busy, Mr. Cordasco is called upon to arrange the matter. A
copy of the telegram sent in by the superintendent is sufficient notice for him to go
ahead,

Q. How many men did you c.nploy last year?—A. Altogether about 8,500.

Q. Of that number, how many were Italinns 2—A. 3,144,

Q. Then at the end of the year you would estimnte the number you would require
for the following season 2—A. As far as Italians are concerned.

Q). As far as the whole work is concerned 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did vou do that last sear —A. Yes.

Q. And how many did you estimate last fall for this year’s work #—A. Your
IHonour, a great deal depends upon certain conditions as to whether one can make a
proper estimate as to what labour is going to be required in the following year. Last
vear the market was all down and money was-tight and every one thought there was
going to be no works going on this summer. All contractors and others were on un-
casy street and could not get any idea. It was impossible for my department at the
time to say how many men would be required, and it looked as if we would have to
utilize the men *n Canada first before taking up this Italian question. I may say
tiat sometimes we have been obliged to go to the United States to bring Italians here
to send to the North-west, and last year T do not suppose we took more than 1,200 out
of Montreal,

Q. And how many from the States #—A. A great portion.

Q. Over 2,000 1—-A. About 2,000.

Q. What part of the States did they come from ?—A. Principally from Now
York and Boston, I think more from Boston.

Q. Did Mr. Cordasco get these men —A. e armngcd that matter for me.

Q. And when winter came on these men returned home ?—A. Most of them did.
Last yéar 300 men stopped in Montreal, T suggested that.

Q. Hvw many men did you estimate for this scason’s work last fall i—A. T do
not think I made any estimate one way or another.

Q. What means do you take to ascertain the requirements of the service —A. T
send out to many. contractors and men accustomed to employ labour and make in-:
quirics. In addition to that T ask all the general superintendents on the:line what
their experience wns before and what they would require for going on. In'regard to
the year before, I asked them their experience as to when the men quit, and requested
them to stato exactly how many men stayed with the company and did not:jump their
contracts. I thought by this means to form some idea as to the requirements for 1904,
and, as I stated before I was not able to f)resce,
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Q. Did you not get any answers to your letters 1—A. I did, Your Honour,
Q. How many men, in round figures did you estimate as being required for 1004 ¥

—A. I have forgotten, T do not remember what such number was.
Q. Do you think you can find anything about it in your files t—A. Mr .Skinner

may find something.

Adjourned until 10 a.w. on July 22, 1904.

Tur Covnt ITorse, Moxtanar, July 22, 1904,

10 AM:
The Commission resumed,
Presext:

His Tlonour Jupakx WixcuesTter, Commissioner.
1L M. Mowat, Esq., K.C., Counsel for the Dominion (Jorernment,
A. J. Warsut, for Antonio Cordasce.

Mr, Joux Toorinax, keing sworn.,

By Mr. Mowal: .

Q. 7 understand that you lhave been for some years employed in the Tmigration
Department of the Government, how long ?—A. About twenly years.

Q. What is your official position ?—-A. Dominion. Immigration Agent.

Q. At Montreal —A, At Monteral.

Q. How long have you been in that position &—A. I suppose about 10 or 12 years.

Q. Iias the Dominion Government any agencies in Italy for the purpose of sending
out Italian Immigrants?—A. I do not think so, I never heard of any.

Q. Were you here in the month of Avril and May Jastt—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When a large number of Italians arrived without having any work provided
Leforehand ?—A., Yes. ’

Q. It has been stated here that advertisements were put in the Jtalian papers and
other newspapers saying that as many As 10,000 men were wanted, good wages,&e., .
from your observation and your knowledge of the business and the interests of tho (I
country what is your opinion of that 7—A. Well, I think, the advertisement exag- .
gerated, because 10,000 or 15,000 coming in at once, why there would be no employment
for them. It would be impossible to find employment for such a number of men at
onee. .

Q. This would constitute a positively disturbing element?—A. I think it would o
unless they were provided with funds or had a society to take hold of them and manage -
for their maintenance or shelter.

Q. How costly would that be from your knowledge ¥—A. For an  ordinary
labourer’s maintenance, about $3 per week.

Q. And any society would have to be well equipped with funds ‘o handle such a
crowd —A. Yes, sir. Not only with funds, but with shelter, accomodation, sleeping
apartments and all that sort of thing.

Q. In your opinion would it be reasonable to ask of such societies that they should
provide shelter —A. There are several socicties in Montreal which provide for their
own immigrants, such as the St. George Society, St. Andrew’s Society. These provida
everything required for the accomodation and maintenance of immigrants here for twe
ox three days during their sejourn in Montreal, . :
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Q. Just during their sojouri of two or three days, how many would they pro-
vide for #-—-A. No more than 15 or 20 at a time.

Q. In cach case there were 1,000, 2,000 or 3,000 —A. Well, there would be no
accomodationTor” thent.” Not -only *that, but their would be no woik, or work coull
not be provided for wmore than four or five days.

Q. Was that the state of auairs in May last #—A. That was about it, the supply
of labour was in excess of the demand. In the first place, we had a very late spring
and there was no demand at the time for out-door Inbour, Tre C.P.R. and G.T.RR,, each
employ a large number of navvies but were not in a positica then to give them work.

Q. 15 it your opinion that this inmigration should not he encouraged unless there
is actnal work in the eity (—A. Of course it would be better to have these people arrive
in reasonable numbers, that is 10, 15 or 20 a wecek, or perhaps 30 or 40 a week, Mr.
Candori could manage these, .

Q. That is the extent that could be handled /—A. That is during the spring time.

By the Commissioner:

Q. What effect would such a large number have on the market for unskilled labour
in Montreal ¢—A\. Well, T think, it would have a very bad effect.

Q. In what way {—A. The supply would be in excess of the demand. Our labour
market would not require such a number in a short tim~, for the period of two or three
wodks, :

Q. What would the result be 2—A. Wages would decline, and it would upset the
market altogether.

Q. Do you know if that actually took place?—A. No, I do not, T did not inquire
into that.

Q. How many immigrants ecame to Montreal from Europe during the year, say for
the last iwo or three years?—A. I would have to look up the record. 1 cannot answer
that question just now. I can get you the data.

Q. Have you any data frem which you could give me that’—A. From Europe
through Montreal, well these people passiug through all other ports, Quebee, Halifax
&e.?

Q. All coming from Europe into Montreal?—A., Well we have had an immigration
of about 120,000 last year, and a very lnrge majority passed through Montreal.

Q. Ilow many came from Italy?—A. Oh, T don't know, I suppose 6,000 or 8,000
came in March and April of this year. )

Q. Where from(—A. From Italy and from the States.

Q. What proportion eame from the States?—A. I would say about one-half prob-
ably. T

Q. How many Ttalians ave there without work to-day in Montreal —A. T do not
think there is one, for any man who is able and willing to work can find employment in
Nientreal. L., .

Q. There were two or three yesterday who stited that there were about 100 unable
to find work—A. Lots of people are not willing to work. These people you will find”
in all large cities, the never-do-wells.

Q. How many were destitute in April or May last among that number of about
6,0002-—A. T cannot tell you exactly, but I do not think there were many, not more than
25 per cent of the wh)'le lot.

Q. Was it about that numbert—A. From what T could learn.

Q. About 800 might have been destitute?—A. T cannot tell you exactly.

Q. Did you make any inquiry as to that?—A. No, 1 did not.

Q. Then you say that the Dominion Government does not induce any Italians to
come to this country by having an ageney in Italy?—A. T do Your Ionour. .

Q. Are there any means taken by the Dominion Government to assist the Italian
immigration?—A. Well, nothing except our agents in the old country, '

Q. What part of the old country i—A, England, Irelund and Scotland, and I think
an agent in Belgium, I do not know of any in Italy )
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Q. Have you anything to do yourself with the immigration of Italians{—A. 1
Jistributed about 35 of these people, sent them to Ontario to work. )

Q. Did you have any literature sent to Italy 2—A. We have no literature in the
Ttalian language.

Q. You have not any t—A. No.

Q. You have not sent any ¥—A." No.

Q. Would you know if literature were sent by the Government to Italyi—A. I do
not knew what our department at Ottawa might send, but from here we had nothing in
the Italian language. .

Q. Did any of these Ttalians who come to Montreal call upon you for assistanced
—A. Well, a few, very few.

Q. What assistance did they ask fori—A. They wanted meals or the price of
meals.

Q. How many of them?—A. About ten or twelve.

Q. Where did they come fromt—A. They told me they came through the States
from Italy. .

Q. Wliat time was this?t—A. T think last Mareh.

Q. lave you any oversight of the labour bureaus in Montreali—A. Neo, Your
ITonour. '

~ Q. Have you any supervision over them at allZ—A. Now, if you will allow me to
state in connection with the Italian immigration of last spring, I may say that they
were a very competent lot of people, of strong, henlthy fignres, that is working people,
they were fully competent for Iabourers’ work.

Q. For what class of work?—A. For common labouring work, and their nges
ranged from nbout 18 or 20 te 35, men in the very prime of life, and all they wanted
was work. They did not want charity from anybody, but I believe had spent all their
money on the way out here. It costs a lot of money to get here'in the first place, hav-
ing to pay passage money and other expenses, and very few peoplo come here with a
large amount of money in their pockets, but some of these people were, T do not say
were dostitute altogether, but when they had to remain here for some time were withont
funds, and had to fall back on the Italian socicty, of which Mr. Candori is seeretary.
ITe did his duty thoroughly, and then Mr. Dini, an old friend of mine, who has been
keeping an ageney or labour bureau for Ttalians has also been zealous and indefatig-
able in the performance of his Juties, T ean tostify to that.

MorTiMEr WaLLER being sworn @

By Mr. Mouat:

Q. What is your busincss 7—A. Ewmployment agent, sir.

Q. How long have you been acting as employment agent #—A. About eighteen
months. .

Q. What class of men do you employ largely +—A. Mostly Ttulians.

Q. For what work do you employ them ?—A. Railway work as a rule.

Q. Ilow many have you employed this year {—A. About 450.

Q. Where is your place of business?--A. 1887 Notre Dame street,

Q. What means do you take in order to got these men?—A. I have orders from
different companies asking me if T can supply them with men. )

Q. How dn you get the men 1—A. T never found any difficulty in getting lots.
"They come to the offic: for employrent:

Q.. Do you find any difficuity in getting the desired number 1—A. Not until now
except in the last days of the summer.

Q. You have always been able to get the number you desired #—A. Yez, siv,
~ Q. What terms do you impose upon these men in giving them employment f—
A. 1 chiarge them $2 each. T ’

Q. How much do you chargo for foremen {—A. As a rule nothing at all.
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Q. There is an exception to that rule {—A. Yes, sir, sometimes a foreman has
not got a cemplete gang and has to take time to get a gang up. If a man has a
gang already I charge him £35.

Q. And his gang $2 cach --Q. Yes.

Q. Do you give thein work for that money —A. Yes.

Q. Supposing that you do uot get them work in the time stipulated, what do
you do —A. I give the money back.

Q. You refund the moncy —A. In o reasonable fime.

Q. How long a time 2—A. When I have given the money back to the men §

Q. Yes.—A. T have given more than 21,000 back since May. When T know that I
will have work for a man within a few days, or if sometimes n man refuses to work
and asks for his money baek, I do not give it to him,

Q. What railway companics do you supply men for #—A. 1 have supplied 200
to Mackenzie & Mann, I have supplied a few men to the Grand Trunk, T am sending
a lot to a mine down in Quebee and different places,

Q. Any to the C.P.R.%—A. No, si:. ,

Q). Have you supplied men for employment to the C.P.R. 1—A. No, I only in-
quired whether I could supply some,

Q. With what result 2—A. No result.

Q. To whom did you apply t—A. I applied to Mr, Burns on one occasion,

Q. What was his answer i—A. e was not wanting any men at all.

Q. How many men have you on your books now for employment t—A. Not more
than 60 or 60.

Q. Have you work cnough for them 7—A. I want about 200 men to go away next
week., '

Q. Where to t—A. Well, I want a gang to go to the Scven Islands,

Q. Where is that 2—A. About 300 miles below Quebee.,

Q. Muve you any ageney in Italy for the purpose of getting men from there —
A, No, sir. ‘

Q. Have you any ageney in England for the purpose of getting men?—A. No, sir.

Q. What means do you take for getting men besides those coming into your
office ¢ —A. I know several Italian foremen and ssk them.

Q. Do you advertise —A. I never advertise for Italians,

Q. You remember the large number that were here in April and May last #—A.
Yes, sir. .

Q. How muany were there here, do you recolleet ¢—A. T think any way between
8,000 and 10,000.

Q. Do you know where they came from 1—A. Well, in so far as I know, they
came from the States, a lot from Italy. ’

Q. Do you know why they came here and what induced them to come to Can-
ada —A. T cannot say that I know. I only heard of advertisements being inserted
in Italian papers telling of plenty of work when they got here. I know that a Jot
of the men got very disgusted with Canada sinve coming here und they will not
come back,

Q. They had too rough an experience. Is there anything else you would like
to state in conncction with this investigation, Mr. Waller 1—A. No, sir, T do not
think so. Only I think myself that Englishmen should have as fair a chance of
supplying this Italian labour ns the Italians themselves.

Q. You think that an Englishn:an should have as good a chance to supply this
labour 1—A. Yes. ) ’

Q. You think that Englishmen have not that chance 1—A. No ,sir.

Q. Why ?—The companies like tae C.P.R, will not go to anybody but Italians for
the men.

Q. Could you supply all the men the C.P.R. would require duirng the year §—A.
I could supply a big majority. .
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Q. Could you supply 3,000 or 4,000 {—A. Yes, sir .

Q. You say that pretty emphatically #+—A. I do, sir.

Q. What means have you to supply these men ?—A. I would have every foreman
with me. I have always treated the men and foremen well who came to me for work
and tney will not go to anybody else.

Q. Have you had any difficulty with the men 1—A. Very little difficulty .

Q. Have contractors made any complaints about them {—A. No, sir, I do not
know of any complaints whatever.

Q. And you believe you are in a position to supply as many Ttalians ns may be
required on these railway works =—A. Certainly. -

Q. Have you a list of tl: names you sent out?—A. I have a list of most of the
names, .

Q. Now, what. methods do you adopt in order to get supplies of these men, and
wlat do you charge them{—A. I charge the men a fee, as 1 told you, and cach fore-
man. 1 give them a printed receipt for the money, and if I eamnot get them work
and they bring back the receipt to me, I return the money unless T know that T can
get work within a few days, when T refuse to make a refund,

Q. You give n similar form of that receipt, Mr, Waller, each man who pays gets
a receipt 1—A. Either himself or the foreman.

Q). And if you cannot get work within a reasonable time you refund the money ?

~ A. T refund the money.

Mr. [xTERNOSCIA—If Your Lordship will allow me to put a few questions.

. Q. Mr. Waller, will you explain to the judge why you had some troudle with

Giuseppe Lisa and why you have not paid him the balance of $38%—A. I have 1.0t paid
ihe balance of $38 because I had work to give these men in the course of a few days,
and after I asked them they refused to go to work.

Q. You told them-to go to work Monday morning, Monday afternoon would not
do. When did you reccive $80 from Mr. Lisa, what date ¢—A. T cannot tell without
looking at my books.

(). Was it not on May 13 2—A. I paid him back $70.

(). When you were told that these men from whom you received $2 each were go-
ing to leave town, why did you not pay them 1—A. They were going to leave town,
and broke their agreement with me,

Q. Did you not tell Nr. Liza that you would be able to send these men, about
50 men; on May 15, while you received the moncy on the 13th and only sent them on
May 15. Did you pay the money back 1—A. I paid back a portion of the money, the
balance of $38 I refused 1o pay because I sent these men away and they refused to
go. ' : :
Q. Did you promise the men yourself 2—A. T offered the men work and they
would not take it,

By the Commissioner:

Q. If the men would not go after being told where to go, it is their fault.—A.
They can go this week and T am willing enough to take men if thay will go.

Mr. Auprrto Dixi, re-examined. I

By the Commissioner:
Q. You are already sworn. (Showing him, a letter). Do you remeiber receiv-
ing that letter from the firm of Corecco & Brivio #—A. Yes, sir.
Q. You will give the English of it t—A. Well I cannot, Mr. Internoscia will.
Will you address nim { :
Q. I will. - PR
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By Mr. Internoscia:

This letter is dated May 7, 1904, and is from Bodio ,Swilzerland, and addressed
to Mr. Alberto Dini, Montreal:— .

‘You are already aware that our firm has had your address for several years,
having during that time sent you a great number of labourers. They received from
you all the help and information possible regarding work and we have no doubt that
our sending you sueh men has caused you some trouble.

¢ Ypp are also aware that our firm is corresponding with the “ Societa Anonima
di Emigrazione, La Svizzera,” as well as with other agencies of emigration of Switzer-
land, which have been regularly and legally constituted,

* You do not ignore that a brother of Mr. Schenker, one of those who has opened
an office in Montreal for the exchange of money in order to compete with you, has
lately opened an office in Chiasso, Switzerland, and gets passengers from Ttaly through
the help of Schenker who is in Montreal. The latter sends t¢ his brother in Chiasso
notices and orders for the shipment of men, and the brother reads the notices to the
passengers mentioning the ships they ought to go by. : :

¢ Having had knowledge of this action on the part of Schenker we took the liberty
of addressing ourselves to you in order to advise you and inform you thereof and to
ask if it would be possible for you to do something for us in the matter.

In order to fucilitate the thing for those who wish to go to Montreal through
friends you can exact yourself in Moutreal the amount of the passage money. Send
us an order for shipment, saying at the same time that you should pay us only 170

——francs from Chiasso to Quebee. ANl that You can get above that from the interested -
parties will remain to your benefit,

‘It is understood that our shipments will be exceuted as far as we are concerned
with accuracy aud precision,

‘Weo enclose herewith a list of the dates of sailings of the ships of the C.P.R,
plying from Antwerp, and we beg you to reply to us and hope that the same may be
favouruble. ' "

‘We remain, .

CORECCO & BRIVIO.

*P.S. You can interest yourself in another way by suggesting to those who want
tu get their people to Canada, to take or get transportation through our firm. Or you
may give us the address of the immigrants so that we may write to them and offer themn
our services.  When the shipment is finished we will send you a commission, such as it
may be possible for us to pay.’

TR
Q. Do you kuow this firm, Mr. Dini ¢—A. No, sir,
Q. They say that they have been communicating with you for several years {—A,
- Well, I told you yesterday that men coming from Chiasso gave me a card.
Q. Very many men #—A, No, sir. .
Q. When did you receive this letter i—A. T do not remember, in April or May.
Q. What did you do on receipt of it —A. T never answered it.
Q. Did you not write to them acknowledging receipt ?—A. No, sir.
Q. That was™not very nice t—A. T don’t know.
Q. You did not write #—A. No. ’
Q. You received another letter from Chinsso, dated May 12 i—A. Yes, T got two.
Q- Do you know what it says, what is it in English —A. You had better. give
it to Mr. Internoscia. )
Q. I have a translation here, it reads:

-
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, Cumsso, May 13, 1004,
¢ Siavor Avperto DINt, ,
2028 St. Catherine St.,
Ottawa.

‘ By this letter I wish to inform you that a certain Pedratta Ferrari Filippo will
gail to-day from Antwerp by stcamer Monfezuma to Quebee and from Quebec to Mon-
treal; he will introduce himself to you. He has your address with him like the others.
This man should go to Reno, Nevada, and I pray you to do your best to sco that he
arrives safely at his destination. He is a person from my neighbourhood. You might
furnish him with a ticket, and you will oblige us if you will credit me with the com-
mission on that ticket.

¢ Socicta Anonima &’Emigrazione, La Svizzera,
‘1L, DIREOCTTORE!

A. Sorte men wish to go to the States and they were recommended to me to do
the best I could for them.

Q. Do you remember this man-going to the States —A. T think 1 do.

Q). He went to ihe States i—A. Yes. I do not know everyone that goes to the
States.

. How did this society get your addresst—A. Well I cannot say it is lonyg ago.

. They have known you for many years {—A. I cannot say it is long ago.

. They have known you for many years #—A. Not me, but my address.

The lotter states this man has your address? A. Is that the yellow card {

. Are these the cards that were brought out —A. Yes.

. Did you send them to this company #—A. No.

. ¢ You might furnish him with a ticket’ what does that mean {-—A. T do not
know, he wanted to go to the States.

Q. ¢ And you will oblige us if you will credit me with' the commission on that
ticket’?—A. I never credited him with commission, of course I got no commission.

Q. Did you write an answer to this letter 1—A. No sir.

Q. Now, you remember the advertisement you were speaking about yesterday,
which Mr. Mowat asked you about, as to 10,000 men for next spring i—A. I saw it in
the Italian papers.

Q. How much did yon pay for the advertisement?—A. Nothing.

Q. Did you give Mr. Di Rossa something for it —A. No, sir.

Q. You did not pay for the advertisement in Montreal #—A. No, sir.

Q. Are you sure that you did not answer that letter 1A, No, sir.

Q. Have you any other letters that you received #—A. I only got two letters.

Q. You told me yesterday you had nothing and I found this ?—A. 1 was giving
a couple of people a sheet of paper in my drawer and came across these two letters
from Chiasso, I did not remember them.

LDOLPLLLL

Mr. Burns, re-examined.

By the Commissioner:

Q. When we adjourned last evening we were inquiring into the question of
the estimated number of labourers you would require for 19047—A. Yes, Your Honour.

Q. Well, now, you told me that you had written to some superintendents for in-
formation so as to enable you to estimate the number?—A. Yes, Your Honour.

Q. What was the result of your efforts to estimate that number?—A. The effort
was fruitless. On looking over the matter, I found that some superintendents did not
_give correct information, some delayed answering so long that as a matter of fact the
spring was so far advanced, and wa saw that there was going to be a large number of
labourers in America, ard we dropped the whole matter, There was no estimate.

86b—1
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Q. You stated last evening that you thought there would not have been so many
required for 1904 as had been used in 19032—A. That statement was based on in-
quiries I had made, and the result of this communication was that I thought thero
would be a stringeney in the money market and, consequently, probably few works of
any importance going on throughout the country. '

Q. That is what you explained?—A, Yes.

Q. Was that your opinion at that time?—A. It was, Your IHonour.

. Now you said you had about 8,000 oy 9,000 on the list in 1903, of which about
3,100 were ftalians2—A. Yes.

Q. Now, how many did you think you would require for 19001, the Italian part of
that numbor #—A. T had no idea whatever.

Q. Did you think you weuld require as mauy in 1904 as you had in 19037—A, Tt
is quite impossible to determine, T will tell you \\h) T'he Italians on our line are used
to replace those men in the North-west Territories who have been employed earlier in
the scason on contracts, and to whom at this time of the year, July and Aagust, when
the harvest starts, the farmer offers high wages and they jump their jobs, and the work
i- left behind, and we have to rely on anything we can get. Asa rule they come here for
labour, as there is none in the west, and the only thing that is found is Italian labour.

Q. Your duty is to provide them in case of emergency I—A. Yes.

Q. What means do you take to provide them?—A. That was generally all right, it
does not require particular action.

Q. Tt required -some information from your agent who employed them?—A. We
kept pretty well posted as to labour immigration in New York and in Boston.

Q. Who got that information $—A, We get correspondence that would show.

Q. That correspondence with Cordasco and others would show exactly, but these
were letters which you really did not answer then?—A. Yes.

Q. But you relied upon Mr. Condasco to supply you with all the Italians 'you
wanted ?—A. Well, T heard.

Q. You relied upon him?—A. Yes,

Q. Tf you relicd upon him, I suppose it was necessary to give him some informa-
tion as to the number you requiredi—A. Well, T have never given him any definite
information. - ; :

Q. Never any definite information?—A. No.

Q. Did you give him any information as to the rumber you would require in 1904¢
—A. None.

Q. None whatever{—A. None whatever.

Q. Never spoke about i42—A. T may have discussed the matter,

Q. Have you discussed the matter with Mr. Cordasco as to the likely number you
woulld require in 19047—A, Tt was possible.

Q. Do you know how many you suggested to him?—A. I do not rcmember sug-
gesting any number. .

Q. No number likely to be required?—A. No.

Q. To any hady elee?%—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you re: nember saying to anybody that the Grand Trunk Pacific would re-
quire a great numter?—A. No, Your Honour. I may have inquired if the Grand
Trunk Pacific would require them.

Q. But you never mentioned that to anybody!—A. We may have dxscussed ﬂu\t
matter.

Q. With Cordasco?—A. Yes, it was Jdiscovered that the Grand Trunk Pacific was
not going to require any Italians.

Q. When did you discover that?—A. I think late in the spring.

Q. This.year?—A. Yes.

Q. You lay your plans-before spring opens, so 33 to arrange thingsi—A. We did
not this season.

Q. T thought you stated you inquired late in the fall to get the number -—A.
We inquired through the general superintendent, - ‘



ON ITALIAN IMMIGRATION ‘ .83

SESSIONAL PAPER No. 38b.

Q. At that time had you no idea of tho number that would be required on other
lines a5 well as on your own i—A. No, Your Honour.

Q. Nono at all i—A. No.

Q. I think there was correspondence to show that was tho case. (Looks at corre-
spondence.) Look at that letter, Mr. Burns. (Mr. Burns reads letter.)) Was that
letter written by you Mr. Burns 2—A. Yes. T

Q. And I suppose tho statement there is an estimate?—A. That is in December. -

Q. I am talking about December 1—A. Yes, Your IIonour.

Q. That was your opinion at that time —A. I was thinking about the spring.

Q. I was referring to the fall not the spring, Mr. Bums. Now your leiter Teads
as follows :—

£10th December, 1903,
‘1. P. Brady, Esq.,
¢ Asst. General Superintendent, .
¢ Winnipeg, Man, .

‘Desn Sik—Referring to the attached, my object in asking for this information
is to make adequate provision early in 1904 for the labour requisitions during tho
season of that year.

“'This year we had an unprecedented demand for labour from all sources over
this company’s lines, and we have shipped out in the neighbourhood of 10,000 men,
skilled and unskilled, so you sce that it is very important for us to know what pro-
portion of those sent out on the lines worked out their contracts, so that some infor-
mation may be obtained as to the reasons for so many men jumping their work with
a view of remedying that state of affairs during the comiug season. It i3 also neces-
sars to find out what the local supply of labour is on each division. ’

“As you are possibly aware, there is every indication of a large demand for
labour in this country in 1904, I am informed that possibly the Grand Trank
Pacific may want a great many thousand men, and a3 the supply of labour is lim-
ited in Canada, steps mey possibly have to bo taken on the part of our company to
import labour from gbroad, or make some definite arrangement in regard to the
supply available in Canada, - .

‘T am sorry-to trouble you for this information, knowing you are so very busy,
but I would like very much to be in a position to make my report about the first week
in January, 1004,

¢ Would you kindly strain a point to get your superintendents to forward infor-
formation desired.

‘Yours truly,

Q. That was your opinion?—A. That was at the time. I presumed the Grand
Trunk Pacific was going ahead.

Q. At that time that was your opinion, Mr, Burus?—A. Well, if it was not
T wonld not have stated it. . :

. Q. You stated yesterday that your opinion was just the other way, that the same
number would not be required in 1904 as in 1003 — .1, Well, I think that I took into
consideration the Grand Trunk Pacifie project when I wrote that letter.

* Q. I know that I was asking you ‘what your opinion  was in the fall of 1903.
You stated your opinion was that a large number would not be required. Now you
wrote in December you would require more. Which is correct I—A. It is difficult to
reconcile both, although T utilized the information I had on hand when I wrote.

Q. The information which you had in your mird in the fall of 1903 ¢ Was it
that you considered then you would have a greaier or 4 lesser number of employees
fn 1904 than in 1903 ¢ You told me yesterday you would have less. In this letter
“~%#ritten -on December 10, 1003, you say : “As yoen are possibly aware there i3 every
indiestion of a large demand for labour in this country in 1804 —A. Well, the only
explanation I have is-that I was a little defective as to the time or place.

36b—T3
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Q I think it is part of your duty. When I was trying to find- the aggregat
number in former years, you showed me a statement to the effect that you did nof
think that you would require so Jarge a number. Which is correct, your recollectior

Q. How soon did you speak to Mr. Cordasco about supplying the C.P.R. witl
Italian labour t—A. I have no recollection of speaking to Mr Cordasco about Italiar
labour, as to giving Cordasco any definite idea.

Q. T do not want anything definite’at all, when you spoke to him it would be as
early as September, 1903 ¢—A. I do not thlnk 80.

Q. December i—A. No,

Q. You understand Mr. Cordasco’s position. ITe would have to get men, he
would have to make arrangements ahead i—A. Certainly.

Q. How long ahead weuld he require to muke arrangements §—-A, It just depend:
on the state of the labour market.

Q. It is not a question of thoe labour market, supposing 10,000 men were wanted,
how long ahead?%—A. It just depends on the season and state of labour market.

Q. You were begmmng to look for men as early as the opening of spring, now
when would you require to inform Mr. Cordasco !—A. I do not think I ever made any
preparation,

Q. Did e +—A, Not to my knowledge. .

Q. Not to your knowledgei—A, Not to my knowledge, I do not know, he made no
preparation whatever,

Q. Never advertised 1—A. T do not know whether he ever advertised.

Q. You advertise in the same paper he dnes, you get that paper 1—A. I have never
seen his advertisements for men,

Q. You remrmber the advertisement Mr. Dini says he put in in consequence of
the advertisement of Mr., Cordasco —A. I do, Your Honour.

Q. That was done in 1903, was it not { (Shows paper). T. - is for next spring.
Can you read the advertisement and say what was in it +—A. Y. Your Honour.

Q. You say these labour agents had to prepare sometime ai 1 and you had to
prepare some time ahead $——A. No, the preparation was not mad: "¢ had no data
to go on.

Q. T understand that you were preparing to get ready for the work i—A. We
were looking around.

Q. Did you speak to Cordased I—A, N, sir.

TR, You did not speak to him at all ¥—A. I spoke to Cordasco several times.

Q. When #—A., In the course of the winter.

Q. When you were writing these letters 1—A. Hardly before I wrote tne‘!e letters.

Q. Would you know better t—A. I migit have, but I do not think so, it ‘s rather
hard to remember the exaet time.

Q. I do not know that it is very hard, it is your business to meet the general
press of business 1—A. Yes, Possitly the Grand Trunk Pr-ific might want a great
many -thousand-men;-as-the supply is-limited-in Cannds; steps—would possibly hive
to be taken by our company to import labcur from abroad or make some definito
agreement as to the supply of labour.

Q. That was your opinion at the time 1--A. Yes, some steps, some arrangement
would have to be made. When I come to think of this matter, I can tell you what

-, made me write this letter.

Q. Well #--A. T had been in New York and had miet our agent.

Q. That was the time you were down with Cordasco 1—A. I think that was the
time, and he informed me that the general agent of Anchor line had told him that
e was to bring in 10,000 for the Grand Trunk Pacific.

Q. Who was the agent #—A. I do not know. This agent stated that they were
bringing in about 10,000 men for the Grand Trunk Pacific this spring ,and ¥ think it
must have been acting on this information the. I wrote that letter,
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Q. That was in Septembor you were down {—A. I think not, I think it was later
. than September, I think it was on December.
. Q. Had Mr. Cordasco that informatiun too 3—A. I think he had.
e G- Q- Yoour- were -both- together-at-the-time-#-=A. Yes. e - _

Q. So that he was also aware that they were then preparing for a large number ol
of men i—A. Yes. . : i

Q. And it is in consequence of that you were taking steps to prepare for samo 1 o
—A. To ascertain what was requived. o

Q. 1t was your duty, you were compelled to do that in tie interests of your comn-
pany I—A. Certainly.

Q. At that time you thought that ‘steps may possibly have to be taken on the
part of our company to import labour from abroad 2’—A. Yes, Your Honour. I
may eay that I took some steps in regard to the importation of labour with the man-
agement, It was my desire to send one of our men over

Q. To Ttaly t—A. No, to England, Scotland and Scandinavia for the purpose of
getting immigrants.

e((}). Iow many were you going to get out 1—A. We wanted him to only get pre-
pared.

Q. He was not going to send men over ¢—A. Only 00 or 200. We wanted him
to be ready, if we required men to send them by next ship.

Q. How many did you think yon would send for, give me some idea i—A. Tt
developed afterwards,

4 Q. Never mind afterwards, at. the time you were considering these ideas.—A. Well,
; my idea was to provide for the future. . -

Q. How many did you think would be required, not only for this year, but other
years i—A. I have no idea.

Q. Well, 10,000, 20,000 —A. Speaking from other years I should say not less
? than 5,000.

Q. You would not go inté such an undertaking for the company without consulting
the management.  You proposed that to the management this spring 1—-A. Yes.
Q. When #—A. I think it was in the month of February or beginning of March.
Q. Did you talk to Cordasco about helping in this ma.ter —A. Cordasco was not
in it, the Italian question did not come into it.
Q. But the Italians form a very large part of the number required on your road {
_--A. It was my idea that we ought to get Danes, Swedes and Norwegians.
Q. What is your experience of workmen for that class of work, what class is best %
—A. I think the best people for the C.P.R,; are the Scandinavians, not because they
are better workmen than the Italians, but if they get through their season’s work they
vsually take up a piece of land and settle, whereas Italians come out here for gain and
: do not assimilate with the country.
i . Q. How long have you been of that opinion, Mr. Burns{—A. T have studied this
matter quite a bit, four or five years. ) s
- i - - o= -How long since you-first- came-to-that conclusion-2—A~ I-think-last-years— - - —m e —— =
. Q. Were you not of a different opinion even as long ago as last month, that you '
“ considered Italians the best for the railway ?—-A. Italians are best in this way, they
are the only class of labour we can employ jin Canada who can live for a year on the
wages they earn in six months,

Q. You are looking at it from your standpoint, not from the standpoint of
the men at all. In the interest of the company which class of men do you consider
the best 3—A. T should think the Scandinavians.

Q. Did you ever cxpress an opinion that the Italians were the best —A. T may
Leve, in gome respects. .

Q. In what respects &—A. Well, for instance, at the present time, if we have

Ttalians in the North-west there is no danger of their jumping their jobs and leaving
us in the lurch.
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Q. Tt is very important to have n large number of section men to depend upon —
A Very important.

Q. Therefore, with that end in view, tho Ttalians are the best employces {—A. Yes.

Q. And therefore you have g largo number employed ¢—A. Yes.

Q. A greater ug_mlmx,th/m-of-other—elasses‘?=A.’Abbﬁt"c@él.

Q. Equal with what otlier class A, No one class, but all classes together.

Q. Ahout half Ttalians. ‘Therefore did it not strike you that it would be -a good
stroke of policy to provide for a large number of Ftalians for 1904, so far as your work
is concerned —A. I do not remember making any calculations on the subjecl.

Q. You were quite willing to nllow the Grand Trunk Pacific what would be left;
but you wantec first choice I—A. T think we made a basis of what we want in Montreal
but beyond that I do not make any caleulations at all.

Q. Did M. Cordaseo make mny calculations 7—A. I do not know.

Q. Did he never tell you #—A. I think he told me in December or January, ho
had about 1,00) men on his books,

Q. Did he not tell you he was bringing a large number to Montreal and wanted
You to take so'ne —A. No.

Q. e never asked you to take men from him 7—A., Yes- ho-frequently wrote
especially during this spring. - .

Q. What did he say —A. e wanted to get rid of his men,

Q. And you were leadiug him into trouble 3—A. Yes.

Q. Saying you were aware that he was bringing in a lot of men —A. I did not
know he was bringing in any, : .

Q. Did he not tell you he was having a lot of men coming from Italy —A, T
think he did mention that he had a lot of men, he did not tell me they were coming
from Ttaly.

Q. Not at all #—A. Never sir, I think. Not onc man,

Q. You are quite clear about that 2—A. T am. T have no recolleetion of his say- -
ing about bringing any men from Italy. )

Q. He wrote yon on March 18, 1904, that letter did he not Mr. Burns ¢—A. Ye;,
Your Ionour.,

Q. Ile was in trouble aliout you not taking men?—A. Yes, Your Honour.

e wrote you that lettsr on May 10, 1904 #—A. Yes, T remember that letter dis-
tinetly, but T have no idea he ever brought them over.

Q. The letter is as follows

. ‘ MoxTREAL, May 10, 1904, -
‘G. E. Bunys, Fsq.,

‘Special Agent, C.P.RR. S e
S ’ "~ Re NForMATION,
‘Drear Si,—Arrived by the way of Chiasso, over 300 Italians and nearly 200 by
New York. Sure will be a disgracefull for these poor emigrants with the old ones

which they put-up here all winter, and Italian Consul with his socivty are to be blamed
and they should be crushed to peace. U e

_{Your servant, .

‘A. CORDASCO.

A. T would imagine that the Italian Society brought them out.

Q. That is why he wrote You do not think he was trying to blame them for
bringing these people 6ul.  You remember his going for that society9—A, I know he
and the society did not pull.

Q. In fact he has been doing all in his power to injure that society 4—A, T believa
he has. . :

Q. Writing in the papers against that society i—A. I havo heard of writings.

Q. A special supplement against that society ¥—A, I don’t know anything about -
that. : . ‘
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Q. Never heard about that?—A. No. .

Q. Then at that time you knew he had 300 arrived and 200 more coming I—A.
Cordasco used to cover all trains with his men, and I did not know they were his men.
, "Q. He was at that time asking you to employ them?—A. 1f you can interpret that
ettor so.

Q. Did you assist him getting employment for them ?—A. T did not assist at all.

Q. You remember that telegram being sent to Toley Brothers & Larson on May
5, 19041—A. qu, he spoke to me about that.

-~ Q. And you approved of its being done?—A. That is his own telegram.

Q. I kuow. You sce it is charged to you, you paid for it?—A, Yes. It does not
cost me any thing. T

Q. Would cost him though—A. Yes, T quite understand that.

Q. It says: ¢ Understand you are in need of large number men for construction
from Sudbury for C.PR. Can supply you with two thousand experienced railway
Italian navvies at moment's notiee. Referonce Canadian Pacific Railway. :

<A. CORDASCO.
“Charge a-c G. L. Burns.

Q. So that you were aware at that time that he could supply two thousand inen.
e could supply mere than that 500 men in Montreal at that time?—A. I believed so.
Q. None hired ¢—A, I don’t know.
Q. Where did they come from 7—A. T don’t know.
Q. Did you make inquiry—A. No, T kunew there was a large nuwber.
Q. Tt would take some time to procure a large number from Italy nnd the United
Stafes would it not?—A. I don’t know.
Q. They had to make some preparation 2——A. T suppose they wonld require cer-
tain tables of steamship sailings if they were ‘brought out.
. Q. FExactly, did you inquire about that?—A. No.
Q. Did you not inquirc how many you could depend upon getting?—A. I did make
some inquiry, but T did not know the number. T spoke to Mr. Cordasco.
Q. He objected to others sending men to any other railwayi—A. ITe objected to
any company getting ahead of the CP.R.
Q. e writes:—
¢ MoxTtrean, May 9, 1904,
(3. E. Bunys, Esq,
... Special Agent, C.P.RR., o
Re INFORMATION.

¢ Dear Sir—The-Canadian Northern Railway Company has sent on order re Mr..

Waller, agent at 1887 Notre Dame street, for 200 labourers, and this hiring was going
on from this morning and 200 Italians were hired to go to Winnipeg, leaving Mont-
real to-morrow morning. Wages $1.50, fares $12 to be deducted from first wages
from cach of them, nnd talking going on that 600 more Italians will be hired by
_them this week and each of them was charged $2. Who is to blame, is only Cordasco
that eharges, T e o Tl
¢ Your servant, ‘
' ¢A. CORDASCO.
P.8.—Very sorry to see all the best and first-class Ttalian labourers taken away.
ACY
Q.- I suppose that was written by himself, he was sorry to sce?—A. Your Honour,
these letters came to my office. Ho was keeping me posted as to labour conditions, I
think that was about the time of this agitation. .
Q. No, May 6, 1904, the agitation was for want of bread¢—A. What date.
Q. May 6, 1904.—A. When was the agitation for want of bread?
Q. About this time—A. I wanted to get data as to the situation from Cordasco.
Q. When did you advise him about the situation of labour§—A, I think about the
time this trouble occurred.
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Q. Do you remember when —A. Early in the spring.

Q. March?—A. Somewhere about the neighbourhood, ’

Q. He was in great trouble to sce that othier gentlemen were sending men away -
A. The great trouble was that he was getting no orders from me.

.. Q. PS8, Ver,y__sorryw;to-see».all—theubost—aml-ﬁrst-e]nsswltalinn—'lubourerrmké
away’ ?—A. e wanted to supply these to me, X suppose.

Q. Had he charge of all Italiaus in Montreal 7—A, No. :

Q. Why was he sorry to see these men despatehed by anyboedy except Cordasco
—A. I consider that to mecan that his men were dropping him and getting employ
ment clsewhere and the C.P.R. was losing their services.

Q. T suppose that was the reasomn. On May 3, 1904, he writes you again:

¢ Last night, May 9, 1904, fifty Italians hired by Mr. A. Manetti, Ttalian restaur
ant, 508 St. James street, were shipped to North Bay and each of them paid %3 fo
commission, at rate of $1.55 per day, to work on railroad for A. X7, Macdonald.
‘Your servant,

‘A CORDASCO.

Q. Still advising you of what was going on —A. No, sir.

Q). That is the position Mr. Cordasco was taking towands these men. That is not
answered. On May 18, 1904, Mr. Cordnsco wrote:

MoxTreaL, May 18, 1904,
‘G. E. Bukxs, Ixq., -

¢ Special Agent, C.P.R,

‘Dear S18,—T1 am in trouble with some Ttalians and if any orders come you must
take some of my labour, or therwise T will be obliged to face big trouble with some
of them. : .

‘I agree with you to supply ycur superintendent in Ontario division, or to any
other with first class men. About that man in Latour, T believe he never worked in
your company at all, and if he is a new man, will have my interpreters all mad and
kindly to see that if any men be called to take my men before anybody else,

‘ Oblige
‘A, CORDASCO.

Q. Other men were taking his men?—A. T should infer that.
. And he wanted to have theia #—A. I have them first.
Q. Mr. Cordasco wrote a very pathetic letter to Mr. J. Oborne on April 28,
complaining that-men were not takei from him.” Amongst other things, he says:
I have supplied your company nearly three years, commencing from the time

“~thestrike was on; all over your lincs, and then no one tried to supply one man over

your tracks only Antonio Cordasco. At that time, during the strike, no Albemto Dini,
no Candori, no Italian consul, but A. Cordasco supplied good many thousands. T do
know that all my bad enemy making over my name and are accusing me of doing all
they ean in their power to do harm over me, but I am glad that not one of them ean

* “Even Italian lawyers are mad at me because T have cut off good many cases from
their hands. :

A. That was written to me, it was not written to Mr. Oborne.

Q. Tt was addressed to Q. T, Burns, Esq., and if necessary to be referred to J.
Oborne, Esq. That was put in red ink nfter the original was sent to Oborne. This
is Cordasco’s handwriting #—A. The other s not,

Q. The other is the original=—A ~Well, T do not know anything about it,

Q. There was one sent to you at t3e fame time ¥—A. Y have this in my possession.
He would not correspond direct witly i official, as far as T know.

Q. You do not know Cordasco. ¥ ce several letters to others ¥—A. In yeurs gone
by. » .
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Q. You think he would not correspond with anybody clse but you ¥—A, Not on

the metter of Italian labouw,
Q. Why do you think that{—A. Those were his instructions. )
Q. You knew he wuﬁ»g!@_t;:ijg those labourers for obtaining work for them?—A,

Yes, Your Honour.,

Q. Mow much do you know was he charging?—A. I understand he was charging
81 for registration und $1 when they went out to work.

Q. That is all t—A. Yea.

Q. Tlow much did he charge foremen 2—A. I Lelieve $10, Your Honour.

Q. You know that i—A, Yes

Q. How long did you know that?—A. I have known that for years,

Q. Da you not know that he was charging $2 going out to work, after $1 had been
paid for registration ?—A. No.

Q. Never heard that 1—A. No. Your Honour. .

Q. You do not seem to eredit it #-—A. Well, T do nat think he was charging $3.
It was in my mind that he only charged $2.

Q. Do you know that he charges $4 now i—A. No, T never heard of it

Q). Never heard of it, did you ask him #—A. Yes,

Q. When #—A. When the matters came out on different investigations.

Q. What do yeu mean by investigations t—A. TlLere have been certain complaints
made as to Italians being charged fees, and numbers of the men asked for a refund of

these charges.
). You say that you only heard recently that he was charging the men $3 for go-

ing out =—A. Only recently.
Q. Ilow recentlyt—A. T think tho first evidence I got as to the $3 was when you

were in his office the other day.

Q. You found out then, that from July 1, 1004, up to say the 16th he had sent out
200 men_and had charged them $3, in addition to the $1 registration feo 2—A. Yes.
You informed me.

Q. The books showed that —A. I do not see the books.

Q. $10 at least for foreman as well {—A. Yes.

Q. You knew that he had been charging something all along while you were pay-
ing him for thiz work ?—A. Yes, I paid him according to the agrecment I had with
Lim in 1902,

Q. And in April you made a new agreement to pay him $1 for cach mau, pro-
- vided he-did not charge anything to.any Italisn 7—A. Yes. o

Q. Has he carried out that agreement to vour knowledge —A. Well from the
cvidence that I have before me now I.do not think he has. o

Q. I suppose he would have informed you at any time if you had askedi—A. I
mesume he would.

Q. You can rely on Cordasco’s word i—A. T think so, Your Honour.

Q. Then why did you pay him I—A. My agreement was that he was not to charge

_ (.P.R. employces for sending them to C.P.R. work, and I paid him that $1.

Q. And now you fiid Iic liss chiarged-#==A: I have-no-definite- information; but — - - —--

have ever reason to believe from the evidence adduced and what you personally as-

tured me—
Q. Is there any reason why he should be paid anything for these men t—A. I

Y ave not paid him yet.
Q. Do you intend to #—A. That is a matter for consideration. We have not paid
kim anything for some months. .
Q. What months ?—A. April, May and June. —
Q:~Have you paid him anything for any gervice —A. No, sir.
Q. Because you heard at that time that he was charging the Ttalians —A. T

think T heard some time in June.
Q. Why do you not pay tine April account ?  How do you account for this

delay, it was passed in May —A. Tt has never leen passed.
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Q. Not by Mr. Skinner #—A. I do not call thet passing, when it passes my hands
it is passed. . .

Q. But Mr. Cordasco has rendered the account in due course and your clerk has
dated and initialled it 2—A. Yes, Your Ionour.

Q. And the only reason you refuse to pay him is that Le reeeived money from
Ttalians 2—A.-Well-that-was one rensois, — ~ o o e

Q. Any other reason {—A. The item was not satisfactory.

Q. Did you take means to verify it #—A. 1 cannot say I did.

Q. Was the real reason that he was charging Italians and’ you did not waut it
made payable 2—A. Well that is one reuson.

Q. Auother reason #—A. Well lot e see the account for April, and I think, I
can perhaps tell you. (The Commissioner hands him the acconnt)—A. The delay in
the first instance was, T think, because 1 got the aceount some time toward the end of
May and the May aceount was delayed on account of some charges in it in conneetion
with a lnw suit we had.

Q. He was charging for some items for a law suit against the company ?—A.

Yes, .

Q. Was he not entitled to them #—A. T was in doubt.

Q. You struck them out and had the aceonnt made out again ?—A. Yes.

Q. That was passed by you —A. Yes.

Q. Was that the only account in which he charged $1 for cach man 1—A. That
was the first account.

Q. You paid that account?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did not pay it I—A\. No, sir,

Q. You have not paid that account 7—A. No, Your Honour.

Q. To whom are you goiug to pay it if not to Cordasco ?—A. T do not know that
I shall pay it to any other if he does not get it.

Q. But these Ttalians had to pay ; after lie agreed to do the work for nothing
ke charged them $3 per man, will you give them relief !—A. I will investigate the
matter and whatever T decide to do T will carry out. T wilt-doright as far as T know.

Q. Now, have you given the Ttalians from the States transportation to Montresl ?
—A. Last year,

Q. This year or last year %-—A. Not this year. None at all

Q. Last year you did ?—A. Yes.

Q. To all 2—A. Not all,

Q. Why?—A. In the carly part of the season they used to come in here thom-
sclves and pay the fare, but labour got searcer and I had to advance the fare and-take--
iout of the wages, and then when labonr got still searcer we used to advance the fare
out of our own pockets. They were a_different_olazs-of-men-who -eame-then—than—in -

+ the beginning of the year.
Q. Then you think that Cordasco has broken faith with vou?—A. Well, a5 T said
} befare, T want 1o investigate this matter thoroughly and eome to a conclusion, and what-
‘ ever conelusion T arrive at T will act aceordingiy.
I Q. Ts it not the same matter that Mr. Guertin was dischiarged for from the com-__
EIN S pany’s service —A:- Mr-Guertin-waz régalar émployed for the company, on regular
g L salary, on the permanent staff,
oo Q. Does it make any difference whether a regular salary, or a regular sum for
? whichh & man works?—A. Tt does so far as the C.P.I%. is concerncd. We have a per-
; manent staff of permanent employees, and the company has all sorts of men engaged,
but whether they are treated as agents I.do not know. I have never regarded (ordasco
as an employee of the company. .
: Q. At any rate hero is a man, calling himself an agent for your company, who
. makes n solemn agreement not to charge Italians any thing at all: He breaks that con-
tract and charges them double and treble?-—A. T have no evidence of that.
Q. You will only have to waijt to get plenty evidence about Mr. Cordasco?—

te SR
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Well, I suppose then Mr. Cordasco will have to follow Mr. Guertin. If ho disobeys

oiders he will have to take his medicine like any body else.
Q. Now you wrote to Mr. Timmerman on May 17, 1904. Ho is your general super-

intendent at Toronto?—A. Yes.

Q. In which yowsay:— . -

¢ Under tho present conditions, starting from this year, all Ttalians may be en-
gaged through Cordasco’s oftice for the Canadian Pacific Railway without the payment
of a single cent, but in the past, as indicated in Cordasco’s letter of April 29, he has
mot been out for hig health, and T have no doubt has cxacted his fee as is usual in such
cases, not only in Montreal, but all over thic couriry, as probably you are aware.’

Q. Ts that correct?—A. Yes, I believe that is correct.

Q. ¢ Starting from this year'1—A. Yes.

Q. ¢ All Italians may be cngaged through Cordaseo without the payment of a
single cent,’ that was your agreementi—A. Yes, that was the agreement: -

Q. Then are you aware that Iie was employing men in the United States this spring

for the company i—A. No.
). ‘That the Stabili Company were?—A. 1Te had no connection with that what-

over. -
Q. Did he not say that he was having s number of men coming from the Stateal—
A. Yes, he told me a number of men wero coming, hut he did not tell me they would all
come in carly.

Q. Last September you asked him to send for men to the States for youl—A. I
believe so, we were very short of men.

Q. These are the men given transportation at the time?—A. Yes.

Q. Iic had agents there picking these men out?—A. Yes.

Q. Doyyou know whether he had any agents in Ttaly 2-—A. No.

Q. Do you remember a man named Marcucei heing sent o Ttaly,
that man?—A. No.

Q. You never heard his name?—A. No.

Q. Do you know of Mr. Magna who went to.the States for youi—A. Yes.

Q. Docs Le belang to Montreal?—A. There are two Magna’s in Montreal, I do
now know which it is. ’

Q. . Magna?—A. One is called M. and the other Dominico Magna.

Q. Then there was one Teto?—A. Yes, sir

Q. Also an agent?—A. Yes, sir,
~Q. Awagont sent by Cordasco- to-the States —A. These men have conueetions down

there and they pick ont forces of men, they are allowed expenses, railway fare and $2

you did not know

Cer 83 per days T e e
Q. You have always stated that Mr. Clordasco was labour agent for the C.P.R.1—

A. T have said that lie was sole agent to hire Ttalians.
Q. Advcrtisements have Deen is§ucd in every direction?—A. T have scen his ad-

vertisements.
o __Q.'That he is the only authorized agent to handle men for the C.P.R.2—A. Yes.

Q. Then with reference to e, Cordaseo’s accounts, do you studit theni yourself #-=— —

A. Yes. .
Q. Always 2"A. Yes, T do not go into all details bt sean them over, and if correct
initial. .

Q. Who goes into the details?—A. Mr. Skinner and Mr. Tancey. :
Q. You heard Mr. Skinner’s evidence yesterday with reference to the payment of

these supplies and the charges —A. Yea. ,
Q. Did you ever consider his accounts with reference to provisions to Italians and

Chinesei—A. Yes. ) .
Q. Did you ever go into them?—A. In regard to that question T would just like

to correct an impression that Your Honour seems to have in reference to that fact.
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To go into the thing thoroughly we will have to start in 1901, when we shipped large
numbers of men during the strike, T used to buy provisions myself from a retail firm
of grocers, and 1 found that when shipping two or three gangs every day to different
parts of the line, it necessitated the employment of a couple of my men, and even more
handling the supplies. When the strike was over things got quieted down a bit, and
in the following year I made a proposition to Cordasco and asked him to undertake. to
feed all Ttalians who went, selling them the necessary food, &c.

Q. Was not that included in his day’s worki—A. e did not have any particular
kind of duties, looked to sce that they had bread and such things as bologna sausages,
&c. e agreed to do that provided I saw that his bills were collected. Now, Your
Honour yesterday scemed to think, from Mr. Skinners evidence, that the Canadian
Pacific Railway bought these supplies, when as a matter of fact all the Canadian
Pacific Railway has to do is to sce that the bills are correct and to sco that the amounts
are collected at the other end of the line, and that Mr. Cordasco is reimbutsed. Now,
1 might say that I considered I was bound to sce that these men were not imposed
upont.  Some time ago I made a personal inspection: of the food which went on board
tnd I discovered a large gang going out, about two or three years ago, I discovered a
large consignment of bread, probably 400 or 500 loaves, baked by several bakeries,
which were mouldy, and I rejected the whole lot and wired Ottawa to supply fresh
bread there,

Q. Who supplied these?—A. I do not know.

Q. Last year?—A. Two years ago. After that I gave instructions that all sup-
plies should be inspeeted, and I know that from that date every shipment is as
represented and that all these provisions are of good material and there is no fault
to find with them. Now, in regard to the prices, in checking these accounts, roughly
speaking, I placed the price on the cost of bread to arrive at a definite figure on three
meals a day. In addition to that, if you will observe the accounts, Your IHonour, you
will find these prices specifically mentioned, and if you compare these prices with any
retail prices at any grocery and any bakery, you will find there is not very much dis-
crepancy.  For instance take bread, the 6 pound loaf he charged 17 cents for, he had
chargeld 14 cents, but there has been a rise in prices and they are now 17 cents. 1f you
ga down town they will charge you 8 cents for a small loaf, so he'made 1 cent on that.
As regards sardines; I went into the matter once, I think last year. I picked out a
tin from a case in a car and put it in my pocket. I went to my oflice and sent one of
my men down town to Hudon, Hebert & Co., wholesale grocers, to enquire as to the
prices of these sardines, and I got an auswer back and found that Cordaseo was charg-
ing too much (12 cents) and knew from my own household expenses that the best

---sardines only- cost 13- eents cach, or two-for g “quartee. T’ gpoke “to” Cordasco, he

admitted having charged too much, and he put the price at 10 cents, which gave still

- & good-margin:-~T-do-not know what he chia¥ged; I did ot care. Ilo was looking after

the matter, and if he was not giving away the goods for nothing it would simply mean
that he had a good business contract and the cost of the geods supplied by him to the
Canadian Pacific Railway I bad nothing to do with, except to go over his accounts and
to sce that the retail prices at the grocery stores were not overstepped. I did not think
there would he much overcharge, as in_handling_the_stuff. Cordasco-required- two -or -
three men. Because we had three or four shipments a day.

Q. Now, that is your explanationf—A. Yes.

Q. You paid Cordasco §5 per day during the time he js employed in any work for
the Canadian Pacific Railway?—A. Yes. '

Q. The work consisted of getting provisions for these men when necessary i—A.
That is separate.

Q. The work consists of doing this?—A. He supplies the men.

Q. And you pay him 35 for that work?—A, Ie is paid $5 for drumming up and
shipping these Italians. :

Q. He charges 5 for supplying provisions?—A. T have noticed in the accounts,



ON ITALIAN IMMIGRATION ] €3

SESSIONAL PAPER No. 86b.

Q. I suppose they are corrcct. Mr Cordasco would not make a wtong account.
If you will look over the accounts, there are a great many details of the sort. Sup-
posing, now, that instead of Cordasco getting the provisions you get them, would you
charge a profit!—A. None whatever.

Q. He is in your position now; he gets paid for that work?—A. T do not under-

_stand it that way.

Q. His nccounts show that way?—A. I do not like to argue.

Q. Took at the accounts ; there is no argument. Look at the accounts, that is
what governs you and him?—A. We certainly refused.

Q. You pay him $5 for supplying these provisions and he makes a profit for doing
this &-—A. Yes. )

Q. That is, he not only gets 83, but charges a profit on everything he buysi—A.
Not to the Canadian Pacific Railway.

Q. Tt is far worse if it is not the Canadian Pacific Railway; it is against these

unfortunate Italians who do not know anything about prices?—A. T do not know if

the prices are not excessive.

Q. There should not be onc cent profit if Cordasco was paid for the service?—A.
That is oue way of looking at it. )

Q. That is the honest way; why chould a man pay 15c. for a hox of sardines cost-
ing 3c.t—A. T always regarded that as his prerogative.

Q. You are quite willing that these Ttalians should pay double prices for these
things i—A. e had a right to some profit.

Q. Why. when you paid him for his eervices?—A. T paid him §5 for drumming up
nten and shipping them, and Yots of othier work. -

Q. Aund also for providing food? —~A. I never made that stipulation.

Q. Look at this account; you paid him for4hat work ?—A. And handling the men.

Q. We are not joking here} there is no use talking for nothingl—A. I wish no
disrespect to Your Honour; 1 give my evidence a3

Q. That is as Cordasco looks at the matter?—A. I am just giving facts.

Q. There is an account for $152. How much did he actually pay; the statement
3= ndded there?—A., $04.72. -

Q. Now, then, supposing we pass from that to the Chinese; the Canadian Pacific
Railway pay for the provisions for the Chinese out of their own pocket, is not that so?—
A. Yes.

Q. The provisions are charged agninst the Chinese on the same principle?—A. Yes,

Q. You pay him $5 per day for providing these provisions; look up the amount if
you are not sure?—A. That is——

- Q. Passed that way +—A. Yes. A o U R
Q. Tlow many hundred dollars during tiie vear has Mr. Cordasco made in this

-

nanmer t—=A: T would like to-look over-the accounts for information.—— — —- ..
Q. You paid him 85 a day and he makes a profit on everything ,as much as 150

per cent on little sardine boxes.

Q. In March he charges for provisions to Chinese, on the 5th, services rendered?
—A. He had two or three claims to inquire into that day. that made $2 or $3.
Q.1 suppose_that did not_take kim more than 24 hours?—A. No.

Q. You had his exclusive services for a full day for $61—=A Yes. 7

Q. If he was less than a day he was only paid in proportion#—A. Yes.

Q. Therefore, according to your understanding, you should have made him supply
that food to the Chinese at exactly what it cost?—A. Undoubtedly.

Q. You should have done it yourself; he only bought your supplies#—A. He is an
outsider, o

Q. He gets 85 a day for devoting his time to that?—A. T never looked upon it in
that way, Your Honour. . -

Q. Why did you not? Does anybody share with Cordasco in this profit?—A, No,

gir, not to my knowledge.
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Q. Quite sure of that?—A. Yes,

. Q. Now do you share with him?—A. Not one cent directly or indirectly.
Q. Has he made any presents to you within the last year?—A. Not of any value,
Q. What were thay?—A. T mean to say that at Christmas time and I think at
. Baster, T got a few little things, little Ttalian delicacics; they did not amount to any-
thing. .
A Q. Nothing else?2—A. No.

- ——— - Q; "No moncy ever passed letween you?—A. No.
: Q. Quite sure!—A. No, nor any of my employees,

Q. I did not suppose any employees would, Mr. Skinner, nor any other, but your
name has been suguested?—A. T have heard it, Your ITonour; I have my friends, hut
also many encmies. .

Q. What (id they say t—A. That my intercourse with Cordasco would probably
lead to something being =aid about me. T have a good many cnemies in this town and
friends, tn%

Q. Ye3%7—A, 1 have always replied to these crities that it made no difference to

me as long ns T did what was right by the company. ’

Q. How long sgo was this 7—A. Within a year.

Q. Wave these insinuations teen continued since 7—A. T Eelieve so.

Q. They were against you and him —T took them for me,

Q. And you swear on your oath that you have never reccived any share of any
profit or any sum of money in connection with any Italian labour 2—A. I do, Your
Honour, if Cordaseo has given me anything it is very trifling indeed, and I think 7
have reciprocated in kind.

Q. These friends referred to your intercourse with him at home 7—A. My busi-
ness relations,

Q. Only husiness relations i—A. Only.

T Q. You go around together ¢——A. Last year I saw bim every day when we had
shipmonts, but this year it was different. ‘

Q. These statements did not affect Mr. Skinner 7—A. No, they only date siin.
the first of the year.

Q. T may say that no one suggested the name of Mr. Skinner to me. I am per-
fectly satistied that Mr. Skinner is above sueh charges as made against you, Mr. Burns?
—A. T hope Your Honour does not Delieve it.

Q. T have heard no evidence to support it, whatever the circumstances are that i3
a different thing.

Adjourred until 2 p.m,

R

Meeting at 2 p.m., June 22, 1904 ,at Court House, Montreal,

Mr. Burns re-cxamined,

I'y the Commissioner :

fre s em wrse

Q. JIas Mr. Cordasco collected the wauns of the men at various times from the
* Canadion Pa~ific Railway ?—A. T believe he has on a few occasions, not to any great
extent as far as I know.
Q. On orders from the men +—A. Always payment would be made by cheque.
Q. Do you know as a matter of knowledge that these were under orders from the
- men ¥—A. That is the rule,
Q. Do you know how he came to receive orders t—A. I do not know, I only knew
of a few cascs. :
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Q. You do not know personally to what extent he collected 1—A. No.
Q. Not in your office 1—A. Through the paymaster’s office.
. Q. That is your knowledge 1—Yes.

Q. You stated that you were aware that Mr. Cordasco was charging $3 only last
wede 1—A. T think it was last week.

Q. You never heard of it before 1 _A. T had heard that it had been done and I

“asked Wimif itwasser T T T T T T T T -

Q. Who told you he had been doing it, do you know #—A, Well, T will not be
positive. I think I had some jdentifications where the question came up, and I think
it was denied at the time. There was-really no evidence to show that money had been
paid and T took it for granted that only $2 were paid. ‘

Q. Have you the accounts for 1903 with Cordasco 3—A. I have.

Q. Will you produce them —A. Yaa

Q. Will you kindly go over these accounts and find out what he has charged for
provisions to Chinese and Ttalinns and for his services 2—A. T will, Your TTonour.

Firiero D'Atrsaxoero being sworn—(by interpreter).

By Mr. Mowat :
Q. Were you one of Taliano’s gang?—A. No, sir, Pompeo Bianco’s gang.
Q. Did you apply to Cordasco for employment, and how much did you pay 1—A.
i Yes, I paid him $1, he told me 1 would have to pay him $2 more to get work.
Q. When was this #—A. At the beginning of December lrst; he told me I would
got some work in the beginning of March.
Q. Did you get work in Marchi—A. No, I only worked one day, last Thursday.
Q. You have not got regular employment {—A. No.
(]'2. How long have yon been in this country 1—A. 15 or 16 months, a year last
April.
Q. Did you ever pay him more than $1 ?—A. Last year I paid $3.
Q. And got a job 2—A. Yes.

Nicora Faxoixo being sworn (through interpreter).

Ry Mr. Mowat : : .
. Were you in Pompeo Bianco’s gang?—A. Yes.
. How long have you been in Canada #—A. Three years.
. Did you apply to Cordasco for work?—A. Yes 'T nent last year,
This year and last year?—A. Yes.

Tlow much did you pay this year?—A. $1. o B
. Ts that all?—A. $1 in December last, '

. Was that all you paid?—A. Yes.

. Were you promised work?—A. Yes.

. When2—A. March 1.

. Did vou get work—A. There was -RO-WOTK, ~ -~ o e

foYoyofoYoloY=Ptala)

NicoLs Sriptaniacet being sworn (through interpreter). » 5

Bu Mr. Mowat:
Q. Were you in Bianco’s gang?—A. No; in Salvatore Mollo's.
Q. Did you apply to Cordasco for work?—A. Yes, sir.
Q. Whent—A. I went in February last. He told me I would go to work in March.
Q. Was any money demanded from youf—A. Yes,
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Q. TMow muchf?—A. T paid $1 in February last. He took my name down in
February, and e told me in three weeks to bring him $2 more and he would send me
to work.

Q. You did pay that, wheni—A. Three wecks ago.

Q. In July?—A. Yes; beginning of Ju]y.

Q. Have you oktained work{—A. No, sir.

Q. How long have you been in this country—A. Since last February,

- Q. Just came in February ¢==A, Yes, from States,
Q. Iow long in the Stutes?—A. About one year and a half.

By the Commissioner:
O What part of the States?—A. Boston and Vermont.
Q. Did you belong to any gang in Vermont or Boston{—A. Yes.
Q. Who was foreman?—A. Gianni.
Q. Did he write to Cordasco for work for you?—A. No.
Mmm:n Orciaxo being sworn., (Through interpreter.)

By My, Mowal:

. To whose gang did you belong #—A. Salvatore Mollo’s.
. When did you come to this countryt—A. Two years ago,
. Did you apply to Cordasco for work1—A. Yes, last year.
. Wheni—A, T came to Montreal in Nmember last.
. You went to sec Cordasco at that time?—A. Yes.
. Was any money demanded ?—A. Yes, T paid $1.
. Ever pay any more?—A. Yes, T paid $2 three weeks ago.
. You were promised work when you paid that#—A. Yes, he said come to-inor-
row, nfter to-morrow.
Q. Did you go back repeatedly for work?—A. All the time I was told to go away.
that there was no work,
Q. After paying the $2?—A. Yes, he got $2 from every one in our gang.

fo¥syelalaslal sy o)

By the Commissioner:
Q. 1 suppose they paid $1 each before this?—A. Yes.
RAPFAELE CACARABELLI, being sworn.  (Through interpreter).
By Mr. Mowat;
Q. Were you in Mollo’s gang?—A. Yes,
Q. You applied to Cordasco for work?—A, Yes.
Q. When did you go to him?—A. In January, I paid him $1.
Q. Did you pay him any morel—A. Yes, $2.on the 3rd of this month.
Q Did ho promise you work?—A. When T went he would say come to- “MOrrow
“morning, and in the morning he would say.come-to-night at five -o’clock.
Q. 1le mentioned the hour when you were to get work I—A. ch
Q. After you paid the $27—A. Yes.
Q. Did you get any work ?—A. No.
Q. When did you come to this country ?—A. Sixteen months ago.
Q From Ita]y?——A From London

MarTino Cresceszo being sworn.  (Through interpreter.)

By Mr. Mowat:
Q. Were you in Mollo’s gang t—A. Yes.
Q. Did you apply to Cordasco for work?—A. Yes.
Q. When#—A. In January last.
Q. Was any money demanded from youf—A. Yes, I paid him $1,
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Q. When did you go to Cordageo again after that1—A. Once in March and April.
Q. Wos more money demanded after thati—A. Yes, we paid about $15 or $16.
It was on a Sunday, and he said you will go to work to-morrow morning.
Q. Did you go the next morning +—A. Yes, sir.
Q. What was the answeri—A. Wait two days more,
Q. Did you go back againf—A. Yes, _
Q. What happened +—A; M said ihere will be some Work toanovrow morning sure,” — 7T
Q. Did you go back frequently ?—A. All the time. .
Q. Never got tho job promised{—A. No.
Q. When did you arrive from Italy 1—A. Ope year ago.

Constanzo Louparpt being sworn. (Through interpreter.) [ X
By Mr. Mowat: ) SR

Q. Were you in Mollo’s gang 1—A. Yes, Salvatore Mollo,

Q. Did you apply to Cordasco for work t—A. Yes.

). When?—A. I paid him $1 in January.

Q] Have you paid him a further sumi—A. Ycs, I paid $2 more.

Q. Wheni—A. On the 3rd July. ’

Q. Did Cordasco, in consideration of that sum, promise you a job?—A. Yes.

Q. What was the resulti—A. He put me off from day to day, saying to-morrow
motning you will go to work. I went to North Bay in order to obtain work, snd was
obliged to come back. I paid $16.50 to go to North Bay ~.C back.

To T CoMMissioNER—I was promised work there, but did not get any, and was
obliged to come back, because it was costing vs 60 conts a day for board.

Giovaxnt MoritLo being sworn. (Tarough interprcfcr).

By Mr. Mowat :

Q. When did you go to Cordasco for work—A. I worked last year, and when I
» came back I went there with Salvatore Mollo and we paid 81 each.
Q. Did you also pay $2 further 2—A. I paid altogether $3 for myself, $3 for one
“of my sons, and $3 for another boy coming from Italy; $9 for the gang.
"'Q When did you pay this $9, what date exactly I—A. I'paid in February and i T
March I gave him $2 more. "

Q. And you started workT—A. No, we went_ back repeatedly Yooking for a job T
every day.
Q. What eri—A. If you do not go out of the office, I will kick you out.

By the Commissioner :
~~Q. Whendid you come from Ttalyi—A: Nearly three-years ago. — - -~ - - oo oo
Q. You say you paid §3 for a boy coming from Italy, when did he comei—A. Tlo ‘
arrived in March. : :
Q. Where from i—A. From Naples. B
Q. What is his namei—A. Constantino. .
Q. You paid for another boy that came from Ttaly +—A. Yes, my son.
Q. You paid his passagef—A. Yes. ' ]
Q. How much did you send himi—A. I do not know how much, I did not take
notice, 336 or $37, 1 think.
Q. Through what ageney did yoa send the moneyi—A. I do not know.
360—8 :
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Turerato Lazzano, being sworn. (Through interpreter).

By Mr. Mowat ;
Q. You belong to Mollo's gang i—A. Yes.

Q. How old are you, and from what part of Ttaly did you come?—A. 18 years
age; frora the Marches, Iialy.

Q. When?—A. Six months ago. .

Q. Wkat month?—A. In January. .

Q. By.Quebee or Boston t—A. Came straight from Italy to Montreal,

Q. By what boat?—A. T do not remember.

Q. Tow did you come here, who sen: you out?—A. A friend of mine.

Q. Ilow di% you come to g3 to Cordurco'st—A. I met Mollo and went to Cor
nsco’s. .

Q. Did you pay any money in advance to Cordasco?—-A. I paid Pellegrini $1 a
Mollo $1.
. .. Q. ITow much of this money went to Cordasco?—A. 81 to Pellegrini to give~
Cordasco, and 31 to Mollo and 31 to Cordasco.

Q. $3 altogether?—A. Yes. .

Q. When?—A. April last $1, other $2 20 days ago.

Q. In July?—A. Yes. .

Q. Were you given work?—A. No, nothing but promises.

Q. Did you ask the money back{—A. Yes, I asked him, but ho refused to gi
back the money.

Fuerrrnro Carmina, being sworn,  (Through interpreter),

By Mr. Mowat :

Q. Have you paid any money to Cordasco for work i—A. Yes, I paid $1 in midd
January to him, and paid him £2 about 15 days ago.

Q. What did he tell you?—A. e told me : you will go to work this week.

Q. Did you get any work?—A. No.

By the Commissioner :
Q. How long have you been in Canadaf—A. 15 months.

By My, Mowat :

Q. Did you ask your money back?—A. I went vhere, but he refused to give |
back, .

Pietro Bazzaxi, being sworn.  (Throuph interpreter).

By Mr. Mowat :

Q. You are a foreman?—A, Yes, sir.

Q. How long have you been in Canadaf—A. Six years, I have been fn Nov
Scotia.

Q. Did you come from Nova Scotia here?!—A. Yes.

Q. Did you go to Cordasco and offer your services?—A. T went to Cordasco an
brought 19 men from Nova Scotia. )

Q. Did he demand money t—A. I gave him money myself.
For yourself#—A. $10 for myseclf and $1 for each of the men, $19,
When wag that—A. T sent the money from Nova Scotia on February 3.
Did you ever get work?—A. Never.
Never sent out?—A. Never sent out, he promised to give me a chauce,

Q.
Q.
Q.
Q
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Q. Do you keep your men around herei—A. My men are in Nova Scotia. They
paid $1 each and were registered. , :

Q. You could have got them here at any time you wanted, could you not, if ho
had oifered you workt—A He never gave me a chance.

Q. Did he ask you for any more money 1—A. He said: ‘I want somoe more money.’

Q. Did you give him any morei—A. No; I gave him $1 cach for the men.

Q). You did not give him $53—A. $5 in Nova Scotia.

Q. $10 in two payments?—A. Yes, I spent moncy Lere for board and got no
work and lost all snmmer waiting for him. T called on him scveral times.

Q. What did he say?—A. Well, the first chance T have I will call you.

Q. When was thist—A. A month and a half ago. )

Q. You never heard anything from him ?—A. Nothing at all. :

Q. Where did you work in Nova Seotini—A. For the Dominion Tron and Stee
(‘ompany. .

Vinceszo MANCING, being sworn,
By My, Mowat:

Q. You are a foremani—A. Yes.

Q. For Cordasco?—A. Yes.

Q). How much did you pay him{—A. $10 for myself. .

Q). When was thatt—A. I paid about $20 to $21 for the men and $10 for myself.

Q. When,was that?—A. The end of February or beginning of March.

Q. Ho promised you worki—A. Yes, he told me he would send me to work for
the Canadian Pacific Railway.

Q. Did you go back to Cordascot—A. Yes.

Q. The same answerf--A. He refused to give me the money. .

Q. He did not send you to work ?—A. No.

By the Commissoner:

Q. How Jong have you been here?—A. About seven years. ' .
Q. Lived here during the winteri—A. Yes, I lived in Montreal.

.
ActiLvo CaMpoBiaNco, being sworn., (By interpreter.)

By 8r. Mowat: .
Q. What gang do you belong to 1—A. To Mancini’s gang.
Q. Did you pay Cordaseo any moneyi—A. I paid $1. I gave $1 to my foreman,
Mancini, and he gave it to Cordasco.
Q. Did you get any work ?—A. No.

AporpnE MIELE, being sworn.

By Mr. Mowat:
Q. Aro you a foremani—A. Yes. .
Q. How long have you been in Canadal—A. Six years.
Q. When did you apply to Cordasco for worki—A. On the 28th January.
Q. Did he get any money from yout—A. Yes.
Q. How much?—A. $10.

Q. How many—A. 3.
Q. Did _you pay $651—A. Yes, $68.
86b—8}

il s ity e re
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, Q. When were you to get work?—A. He promised meo every day, never told me
when,

Q. Did you ever pay any more money{—A, No.

Q. Did the men pay any more{—A, No.

Q. Havo you ever been able to &et any work from him?—A. No.
Q. Can you get ho}d of your men when wanted i—A. Yes, sir.

ANToxi0 Giacc, being sworn,

By the Commissoiner:
Q. You are a foreman{—A. Yes.
Q. Where you employed last year#—A, Yes,
Q. By Cordasco?—A. Yes.
Q. What time last yeart—A. I mean last spring, two years ago.
Q. Did you apply for work’ this spring?  When did you apply for work #-—A, Tn

. January, ..

Q. To Cordasco?—A. Yes,

Q. Did you pay him anything?—A. Yes,

Q. How muchi—A, 810.

Q. Had you any men with you?—A. I had a gang of men with me; I gettled for
thern with Cordasco.

Q. What had you to pay him?—A. Altogether $93 for 08 men,

Q. When was that?—A. From 4th January up.

Q. To what time?—A. About the last of March or April.

Q. How many men had you, 981—A. Yes, I had two gangs, one for me and one
for my brother.

Q. How much did your brother pay?—A. The same as I did.

Q. How muchi—A. $10.

Q. There aro two foremen for 98 men ?—A. Yes.

Q. Did you get work?—A. Not yet,

- Have you applied for workf—A. Sure.

. Have you asked for the money back?—A. Yes.

. Did you get it?—A. No.

. Whyt—A. He promized to send me out April 1st or after that date.
. That date has not come yetf—A. Not vet,

. Did your poor men get their money back?—A. Yes, all of them_.

. Whe paid them back#—A. T paid, gave money back to men, not $98,
. Hovs much?—A. T had paid $182 for 91 men, or $2 per man, and I got that

LaFols)

DODLOLO

- back from ordasco and gave it to the men.

o

. You paid 82 each to the men2—A. Yes.
. You paid more than that—A. Yes, $3, but $1 went for registration.
. You had at first paid 298 to Cordasco for 98 men; you did not get that back t—
o, sir. .
Q. None of these men got that back—A. No.

. Where are these men now #—A. They are all out in the country at work,

Q. Who sent them out?—A. No one; they went by themselves:

Q. Cordasco did not send them out!—A. No. The men are working, but no
thanks te Cordasco, .

Q. You did not get your 810 back?—A. But he has promised to give it back.

o0

A

2

Ax:romo Manzerui, being sworn. (Through interpreter.)

"~ "By M¥, Mowat >~ T Ty
Q. Whose gang do you belong tof—A. Raffacle Taliano,
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Q. Did you pay Cordasco any money —A. Yes, $1.

Q. Did you get any work?—A. No, I went to the office and asked for a job and he

put me out.
Q. How long have you been in the country —A. Over two yecars,

(Giovaxnt Biaxco, being sworn. (Through interpreter.)

By Myr. Mowal :
Q. You belong to Raffacle Talinno’s gangl—A. Yes,
Q). Did you pay any money i—A. Yez, 3.
Q. Wheni—A. 81 in the beginning of January and §2 15 days ago.
Q. Ilave you got any worki—A. Have bheen promised work, but have none yet.
Q). Did you ask for your money back +—A. Yes, 1 asked but Cordasco refused

to give it back.

Giuserrr Biaxco, being sworn, (Through interpreter.)

By Mr. Mowal :
Q. Whose gangt-—A. Raffacle Taliano’s gang.

Q. Did you pay anything to Cordasco?—A. T paid Cordasco $1 in Decemter last.

aral 82 15 lays ago.
Q. Did you ask for your money back 1—A. Yes, and he refused.

Q. Did Cordasco get you any job?—-A. No.
Traxcesco Corrolo being sworn. (Through interpreter.)

By Mr. Mowat:
I belong to Taliano’s gang, I paid Cordaseo $1 in January and $2., 15 days
ago. Did not get any work. Iave been in the country since lnst year.

NicorA DaniLLo, being sworn. (Through interpreter).

By Mr. Mowal:
1 belong to Taliano’s gang. I paid Cordasco 81 in December and $2., 15 days
ago. Asked for a job but got none. I asked for my money back, and he refused to

give it,

StreHANo LETO, being eworn,

By the Conumnissioner ;

Q. How many men did you bring over from New Yorki—A. Fifty men; they
came by themselves.

Q. Fifty men onlyt—A. Yes

Q. What do you mean by saying that you brought {0 men over when you brought
over 100 1—A4. 100 divided under two foremen.

Q. When did you bring them overi—A. A month and a half or two months ago.

Q. Where from{—A. From New York. ,

- Q. How much did they pay 1—A. We paid 81 each.

Q. To whom!—A. To Cordasco.

Q. Whenf{—A. In March.

Q. Have you got employment—A. Not yet.
----Q.” Did-you pay any-more money t—A.No. . _ ...

Q. You got $1 from each of the men in New Yorki—A. No, sir,
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Q. T say you got 81 from each of the men in New York 1--A. Yes, T took $1
send the money here. )

Q. Wero they promised work on the Canadian Pacifie Railway?—A. Yes, on i)
Canadion Pacifie Railway.

Q. On payment of $2 for each t—’. We did not pay it,

Q. Was not that the understanding A, Yes,

Q. Did they ever receive any work{—A, No.

Q. Did you take Cordnsco’s cards with you to New Yorki—A. No.

Q. Did you see some of the men with Cordasco’s cards?—A. No.

Q. How long have you been in New York?—A. Ten years.

Q. IHave you ever acted for Cordasco in New York?—A. Never.,

Nicors Grois, being sorn. (Through interpreter.)

I belong to Pellegrini’s gang. 1 paid $1 to Cordasco in December last for a jol
I got no work. Iam 17 years of age. I have been in Montreal for the last 15 month:
T am from Naples. I arrived here on June 15 last year,

"‘

Pietro Parauero, being sworn. (By interpreter.)

I belong to Bazzanni’s gang. I paid Cordasco $2 in November last. Y.ast yea
I was in the country working for the Canadjan Pacific Railway, and I came herc
beeause I was told they had a job here for me.

Q. Did you get any work =—A. No. Did not get my money back. T paid $3 more
on the 9th of this month. Ife said he would give me a job. Tere is the receipt for
the moncy. .

Mr, IxT}:nN'oscrAA.~If your Tordship will permit, I will ask Mr. Burns to come into
the box one minute.

The Conmssroxm.——Vcry well, Mr, Burns,

Mr. Bur~s re-examined,

By Mr. Inlernoscia:

Q. Mr. Burns, you stated in answer to Ilis Lordship that you had no knowledge
that Mr, Cordasco was charging 3 for the men. Do you remember if Mr. Candori
here ever spoke to you of thist—A. T remember one particular case, yes.

- Q. That is the one I refer toi—A. T do not know if I misunderstood, I only heard
it, Your Lordship, later. T haye heard it before and went down. Mr Candor} came to
my office with an Ttalian, who told me he paid this $3. Wo went down to Cordasco’s
office, and held an investigation »and my recollection is that as such an amount did

ago.

Q. Do you remember that M. Candori spoke to you several times nbout this sub-
jeat?—A. T remember his telling me about $2 being charged, but not more; the $3 1
do not remember.

Q. Do you remember if Mr. McNicoll, of the Ganadian Pacifie Railway, showed
you a letter written by our society on March 26, 1903, wherein appears this paragraph :

‘ Wo suppose it never cams to your knowledge that certain peopls possibly author-
ized to deal with your company engage Italian labourers to work on your roads, only
on payment of a commission of $3 each, and refuse to engage those who cannot afforg
fo pay such a commission. Every day at the Italian Consulate General and at our
officc complaints of that kind are made, We wish to stop such an abuso of charging

-~ $3 or more-to poor men,-whose- children-are perhaps starving? - -
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Q. You remember if Mr. McNicoll showed yon that letter,—it is dated March 20,
1903,—or will you please correct your statement to that extent?—A. I think I made
some inquiry at the time, and reported that only 82 was charged; that was my impres-
sion, :

By the Commissioner; .

Q. It was understood that the amount of provisions supplied by Mr. Cordasco
should be deducted from the first month’s wages of the menf—A. Yes, sir.

). That sum would bo paid to Mr. Cordasco in his monthly account?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you gone over the statement for the last year to see what is*the total
amount charged for provisions last year, 18031—A. T have taken all of 1903 and 1904
to date.

Q. Now, from the beginning of . 1903 to June, 1904, how much does it amount to?
—A, $6,4534Y.

Q. Would that be paid by Italians only, or by Italians and Caiucse?—A, This
would be by Italians and Chinese. The latter do not amount to a great deal.

Q. Have you gone over the profits that were charged on these provisions by Cor-
dasco?—A. As tar as I could. )

Q. And what ean you give as profit?—A. T can only work out the last three items.

Q3. You have not worked out the whole?—A. There is no data.

Q. You take the prices there?—A. I compute the profit of tne last three items.

Q. That would apply pro rata to the whole amount?-~A. I suppose so.

Q. What would be the perecentage?—A. About 63 per cent.

(). What would that amount to on the whole!—A. About $3,600 or more.

Q). Nearly $4,0007—A. $3,800; I will go over it again.

Axrtoxto Cornasco being sworn.

By the Commissioner:
Q. What business are you engaged in?—A. I am a labour agent, ship Ttalian

money, and sell some steamship tickets.
Q. Ilave you a bank?—A. Just for the use of Italians, shipping money to Italy.

I do not receive money on d posit.
Q. How many years have you acted as labour agent 2—A. About aix or seven yenrs,

I guess.
Q. For Italian immigrants altogetheri—A. For everybody.
Q. Have you employed any other classes of immigrants besides Italians{—A. Yes.
some years ago I engaged French, English, Scotch and Irish; any kind.
Q. For the last two years?—A. All Italians,
Q. During the last four years?—A. It is a little over three.
Q. For threo years have dealt exclusively with Italiane?—A. Yes.
Q. You claim to be sole agent for the Canadian Pacific Railway for the employ-
ment of Italians?—A. I put that in the papers, and did not find anybody to interfere.
Q. You claim to be sole agent?—A. You see I was employing.
Q. Are you sole agent for the Canadian Pacific Railway?—A. As far as T sce no-
body else is.
Q. Were.you employed as sole ngent?—A. I do not know if——
Q. You must answer my question. are you sole agent for the Canadinn Pacifie
Railway#—A. Yes, I am. : ’
" Q. Why did you not answer at first? Ifow long have you been sole agent for the
Canadian Pacific Railway?—A. About three years.
Q. What was your engagement?—A. To hire Italian labour,
Q. What remuncration were you to receive?—A. At the beginning, before the
strike, I received nothing at all. X sypplied two or three gangs.
" Q. For nothingi—A. Not a cent, S o

ON ITALIAN IMMIGRATION ”
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© Q. Who paid yon?—A| T chorged the men 32 each,
Q. That was in 19017—A, Yes, May 27,
Q. Then, when did you commence to work for money —A, When the work «
menced they wanted labour; they offered good wages, and they came over to gce
Q. Who were they 2—A. Mr. McKay and Mr., Garden.,
Q. Who elsei—A. And Mr. Burns,
Q. These three gentlemen came to sce yout!—A. Yes, that is all T can remen
Q. What was the agrecment arrived at between you t—A. They asked if T had
Italian Inbour to supply to the Canadian Pacifie- Railway.
Q. How many 7—A. In the beginning 100 or 500, whatever I could get.
Q. When was thisi—A. On the heginning of the strike,
Q. Tu May, 19017—A. Tn June Garden came to sce if I could supply some labe
ers for the Canadian Pacifie Railway, )
Q. What did he offeri—A. At that time he offered nothing,
Q. When did he offer anything!—A. As soou as the strike began.
Q. In July?—A. T think so.
Q. What did he offer then ?—A. One dollar for each man I could supply.
Q. One dollar for each man —A. - Yes. -
Q. How many men did You supply theni—A, During that year of the strike?
Q. During the strike{—A. I might say between 2,000 or more,
Q. Where did you get them t—A. T picked up what I could get in Canada, s
when I could get no more here I wrote for some.
Q. Where?—A. T <Nink T wrote to New York.
Q. No where else?—uA. T wrote to Boston, but did not get any there,
Q. Anywhere else{—A. That is all; T wrote New York, Boston and Portland.
Q. Did you send any men down there to look for men?—A. T think $0,
Q. How many did you send over to the States during that time7—A., Tet me sc
I sent four, five or perhaps six.
Q. They went to different parts of the States?—A. 1 sent them to New York, a
now I remember T sent men to Philadelphia and to Buffalo; that just comes to my min
Q. T thought you had.—A. That is all, .
Q. Then, how long did that arrangement continuef—A, That went on unti 1]
strike was over.
Q. You got the men’s expenses or wages that you sent away as well as the $1 pi
headi—A. T got no wages, just $1.
Q. Did you get paid for the men you sent over collecting these men —A. I do n
understand.
Q. Who did yon send over to Philadelphia?—A. T sent my brother,
Q. How much did you get from the Canadian .Pacific Railway for this work ?—
I told you I paid Furnero $3 per day. s
Q. And his expensesi—aA. T do not know. .
Q. You do not remember about his expenses 2—A. That is all T remember, $3,
Q. He was not paid his hotel bill besides the $3 =—A. That is all T remember,
Q. e got his expenses?—A. He may have, I would not 8ay no.
Q. You charged for his expenses?—A. That is three years ago.
Q. Did you establish any agencies at that time to supply you with men when you
wanted them—A. No, sir. .
Q. Did your men do so 1—A. My men went by my instructions to New York anc
Portland wherever they could get the men,
Q. Can you say how long that agreement lastedi—A. I had no expenses at all
during the strike, only 81 for each man I supplied.
Q. How long did that agreement last i—A. About three months.
Q. Then you cntered into a new agreementi—A., Then this year, I think, the strike
was over some time in August; I stayed idle igr two or three months and went to 5o
That same year after I came back. here
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8 new agreement was mado that I was to get $5 per day. I was to meet No. 2 train
overy night and take No. 1 to go on and meet No. 2 as far back as Ottawa or any place
to meet that train, and to send back the mnen where they came from. 1 did this until
January. .

Q. Did they get a free pass?—A., Yea,

Q. They were given freo passesi—A. Yes, evenn when I brought them from New
York they got frce passes comiur here,

Q. Did you charge any of them $1 for hiring them 7—A. Not at that time,

Q. That was later =—A. Yes.

Q. Then from that date, the fall of 1901 up to 1904 you were paid 3 a day for
your work?—A. You will excuse me, no, in December that year I was only given work
to settle claims and translations until -Janwuary, There were some complaints about
money, wages, time, and I went with Mr, Burns to New York on January 9, 1902, and
stayed there about cight days to settle up all claims in regard to wages. Then we
went to Boston to see if anybody there claimed anything,

Q. Yes, what clse?—A, Then from Boston came back to Montreal.

Q. Well now, when did you enter into n new agreement afier that?—A. Then
when T eame back to Montreal I made up my bill for January and I think in February
and I received a letter from Mr. Burns objecting to giving mo the $5 per day any
longer, but would pay me g0 much for translation, so muéh for investigations, and
would give me €5 if I put in a full day’s work, but T would be paid so much for cach
investige lion when it took less than a-day.

Q. Last year what was the agrecement?—A. Last year, 1003, beginning of Janu-
ary, 1 was sick and was laid up for a couple of months, for seven weeks anyway. After
I got a little better and Mr. Burns got me a pass and told me I had better go off on n
trip, aud I would have liked very well to go, but one of my children here was very sick
and I dia not go.

Q. What agreement?—A. This was agreement, $5.

Q. 85 per day¢—A. When I put in full day.

Q. Did you put in full days from end of March wnti} Decemberi—A. I think from
March until December there were four days cut off in Otcober when I went on busi-
ness to New York, and T was cut off from November.

Q. How many days?—A. It I do not mistake, about $62 or $65.

Q. T think you are not right?%—A. You have the paper there. As far as I can
remember we had somo claims to settle then.

Q. That is later on. Took at the amount in January?—A. In January I took
sick.

Q. During that year you got full months. In January, 1903, 2§ days, February,
63 days; March, 26} days; April, 29} days, last April remember?—A. Yes.

Q. April, 1803, a year ago, you got Sundays?—A. Perhaps I worked on Sundays.

Q. I did not think you would work on Sundayi—A. X did, Your ITonour.

Q. June, 30 days; July, 31 ; August, 31; September 30, you got paid for Sunday;
October, 28, two Sundays st*nck off, you went to chureh on those days?—A. Yes, very

ood.

g Q. November, 28 days, anything cut off, twoe Sundays?—A. In 1903,

Q Anything cut off%—A. I got 862, 1T am not sure. In December, my friend

Skinner cut off that much.

Q. You got an account?—A. In December.
Q. December, 173 days allowed?—A. That is all right, Mr. Skinner cut off

Sundays. o
- Q. So you were working then?-—A. I did some work as before. I thought amount

was right so I took it. i
Q. You took it because you could not get any more?—A. Yes, if I could have got

more I would.

" Q. Yes, you éomplained to Mr, Burns and wrote a hard Jetter-to Mr. Skinnerf—.. . .

A. Well, I do not say so; probably I was looking out for my rights,

N
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Q. Then the $5 arrangement eontinued uniil -when t=AContinved until-1903;

Q. 19047—A. T beg pardon,

Q. What time in 19047—A, Well, in January T took sick, last year.

Q. This yeart—A. Got sick in January,

Q. When was the arrangement entered into?—A, T
in Dlack or white, there was just a verbal arrangement.

Q. Verbal is good enough?—A. In Apri! Mr. Burns spoke about it w«nd on t
samo day we had to send some people away, and i snid I will-zce,

Q. Did you not agree (o it t—A. Well, I agroed o it in my own way, I did n
know what hoe meant.

Q. That you woe only to charge $1. $1 on this condition I have named §—A
My idea was that I would supply all the men needed and at the time of signing tl
contract I would make a list and would charge the company $1 per man.

Q. Would not charge the men mything?—A. Any time I was sending for the me

Q. You would not chafge from the date You entered into tho agreementi—A.
wish to say when signing the agreement I charged nothing to any men.

Q. You would not charge the men anything for employing them?—A, Just th
time I was working for the Canadinn Pacific Railway.

Q. Tet us understand the matter.  Mr, Burns swears that
you and him was this, you were to e paid 81 for each man employed by the Canadia
Pacific Railway, on the condition that you would not charge the men a single cent
Is that agreemeat righy as Mr. Burns says, answer whether or not it is right. Ther
eannot be two ways of understanding it, Mz, Burns svears that you agroed to suppl;
the Canadian Pacifie Railway with men, they to pay you $1 each in condition thal
You were to charge the men nothing, is that right-—A. Not right, we——

Q. Where is it wrong ?~-A. It is wrong in this, at the time I worked in my office,
in the office belonging to me when a man registered in my office, and when the C.P.%.
asked for 100 men T make the contract and T charge nothing to the CP.R,

Q. Would you refuse a man work without his being.on your hook 1—A. Well, [
refused nobody, but T took what was right

Q. Mr. Burns is wrong when he said you were charging the men nothing 1—A.,
Probably misunderstnnding in his way.

Q. There could be no misundorstnnding, You are an intelligent man?--A, There
must have been a misunderstanding as to the way of hiring.

Q. The C.P.R. allowed you $5 a day for looking after the men You were to hire ?—
A. No, when I was engaged last year for the C.P.R, I charged nothing. Then when
during the sirike I wanted 100 men, the men came to me and offered me money to be
taken on.

Q. And you charged for these 100 menf—A. Not n cent,
the C.P.R.

Q. It was understood that vy were to take nothing?—A. When I'was hiring for
the C.P.R.

Q. I suppuse the men paid you money to get work?—A. The men eame to my office
which I had fitted up for them;; I supplied them with envelopes, writing paper, ink and
other conveniencés tending to their comfort, and you would ot expeet me to do this
for nothing.

Q. If any men registered last December they paid $17—A. I do not think thers
was any labourers registered.

Q. No labourers registered —A. No.

Q. How many in round numbers paid $102—A. T cannot remember, but my books
wil) show. : ;

Q. Can you tell me how many?—A, Not very well.

Q. Pellingrino?—A. Paid me not a cent for registration.

Q. Poliseno?—A, Yes, sir,

Q. Del Veechip?—A. Yes, sir.

his new arrangement was n

when engaged direct for
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. Mighellaf—-A. Yes. - :

. Cirillo?—A. Never paid me a cent.
. Maiorano —A. Yus, $10.

. Misite?—A. Yes, $10.

. Memme?—A, $10.

. Bertone?—A, Nothing.

. De Cicciol—A. Yes, $10.

. Taliano?—A. Yes, paid 810,

. De Leval—A. Nothing.

. Luigi Veechiot—A. $10.

. Bocconcelli I—A. $10

. P. Bianco?—A. Not one cent. I think he came to complain,  Ife never paid

one cent for registering for this year.
Q. Mollg2—A. Never paid a cent for roglstrnhon tlns year.

" Q. Bancchiero t—A. $10. : I

Q. Spinosai—A. $10.

Q. Bazzani 1—A. He paid $9. 1o came to me and got $5. I will give him back
the rest,

Q. Giacchi{--A. $10.

Q. Fuocoi—:.. $10.

Q. Figara —.1. $10,

Q. Pellissio 2—A. Nothing.

Q. Onofrio?—A. I gave him back the $10. T wanted his receipt back x\nd he

refused it.

[

COLOOCODPPLDOPLOLPPD

. Baraclino{—A. $10.
. Denardi 2—A. Nothing.
. Scarfo?—A. $10.
. Mancini?—A. $10.
. Old Qineci?—A. $10.
. Leto?—A. $10.
. Aceto 1—A. $10.
. Tisi?—A. £10.
. Perluzzi t—A. Nothing,
. Cardarcllo{—A. $10.
. Tamnizzi t—A. Nothing.
. Antonucei ?—A. Has not paid.
Iow many men had he —A. 20.
Condo from Boston?—A. $10 and 41 men,
Lisa 1—A. 810, .
¥. Farina?—A. Only £5 as foreman, 53 men,
Mateo Farini?—A. $10, 50 men.
Tenzie, New York?—A. $10, 32 men.
Tocalio?—A. Ias not paid.
Ragonesi 2—A. $10, $31 for men.
Zuccaro, New York #—A. 810, 34 men.
. Cosenza §—A. (ot money back.
Masseni, New York1—A. Sent Dis=aoney back.
Diana 7—A. 235 paid ,
Mila ?—A. $10.
Ta Femina —A. $10. ) . i
V. Cordasco?—A. Nothing, i
Ant. Giacei, Sciane, Mello?—A4. Nothing this year. : . :
., Cerronei—A. $10. .
D’A]essandrot—-A 810,
. Olivastri 1—A. $10.
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- Filavori, Porfland A, This is not paid, 27 men.
. M, Tisii—A. 810, . R — :
. Cinaf—A, Not paid, 25 men. ' ’
. A, Micle 1—A., $10.

- Scarpine t—A. Not paid anything,

oyetelo¥,

By the Commissioner to Mr. Ganna:
Q. All these are foreman I—A, Yes.
Q. How many are theret-—A, About 62.
Q. How many paid $10 7—A. Mere than 50,

Q. Sine» what time have they paid this amount?—A. Since about the beginning
of Nover.i er last.

Q. Up to what date?—A. Up to May or June,

Q. How many do you say ¥—A. 62 foremen in all.

Q. Do you know how many men registered with these foremen and someo without
bosses during that time, from the end of November until the end of June =—A. I made
out a list of 3,803,

Q. Is that right ?—A. I don't know; it is about right. (Hands in list.)

By the Commissoner {o Mr. Cordasco :

Q. Will you go over that list and tell me how many paid $3 to you?—A. I cannot
say, probably 300 or 400. :

Q. How many paid $2 —A. T have not figured it out.

Q. How many paid #4 1—A. There may have been some, yes, 300 or 400,

Q. 400 t—A. Yes, 400; Ganna put it in his bLook.

Q. What did Ganna put in his book 1—A. The amount I received.

Q. You have collected 81 for registering all along, and 82 for gelting work for
them, and lately you have been charging besides $1 over the $3 f—A. Your Honour,
oxcuse me, I only got from $1 to $3. * The mén paid ide $1 in December, then 82 in
March. Later on in June they eame nalong and wanted to get registered, and they
forced me to take more money. I can get half a dozen witnesses to prove thi

Q. How much have you received from these 3,863 menf—A. The figures are all
in the books; they paid $1, $2 or $3.

Q. Have you received $6,0002—A. No,

Q. 88,0001—A. No, sir.

Q. T will go over the matter, but T don’t want to take up the time now, and find
out the money that has been paid since November. Where did you get all these men
from M., Cordasco #—A. Those I have been receiving lately are from all over. Of
course, they know me to be supplying the Canadian Pacific Railway, and lots of men
come during the last two or three years from all over and they have all had
correspondenee with me to know whether thero would be work this year and to enter
their names. I told them T can say nothing just now, but I expect there will be lots
of work. I also told them not to come to Montreal until I called for them by letter
or telegram. I told them also to send $1 in order to have their names registered in
my books.

Q. Did you tell any of these people that you wanted 10,000 meni—A, I do not
remember that I ever wrote such a letter, if you can show me it.

Q. I do not wish to show anything; from your memory, did you write to any one
or ndvertise that you wanted 10,000 men this spring I—A. I never authorized any one
to put in paper about Cordasco wanting 10,000 men.

Q. Did you write t¢ a firm in the United States statiug that you wanted 10,000
menf—A. I do not quite remember.

Q. Did you ever have a notice posted in Stabile’s bank in Boston - 1at you wanted
10,000 men{—A. I never gave any such instructions,

Q. You heard about that notice *—A. Ganta wrote him a letter about it.



ON ITALIAN IMM:GRATION : 't

SESSIONAL PAPER No. 36b.
Q. Where is that letter ?—A. Well, Ganna has got this letter; Ganna you must

“get that letter. e put-it in the book and signed it, saying we wanted 10,000 men,

Q. Cordasco wanted 10,000 meni—A. Yes, Your Honour.

Q. You heard that such notice wes in Stabile’s office 1—A. No.

Q. What business had Ganna to write over your name and state that you wanted
10,000 men {—A. He signed many of my letters; we were good friends.

Q. You did not hear that your name was on that noticei—A. I never heard that.
I asked Ganna who authorized him and why he advertised in the papess for 10,000 men.

Q. You will show me that letter you wrote, you had better have the letter ook
heroi—A. You have all my papers. I have sll my office before you.

Q. I want your letter hooks to-morrow morning.—A. You will have them.

Q. Do you know Mr. Paretti in Italy 1—A. 1 nover saw the man until T heard
about this party when Leputy Minister King came to Montreal.

Q. You will swear to that now that you never heard of him until Mr. King came
here i—A. I can swear that.

Q. You can swear that 7—-A. That is as T remember. e

Q. I wish to warn you to be very carcful because it is 8 gerious -matter if any one
gwears what is untrue; I want you to be careful—A. T will tell you—o

Q. Do you know Mr. Parettit—A. Never saw him,

Q. Ever wrote to him —A. Not myself.

Q. Did you cver write to him?—A. No, sir,

Q. Xver send him 'any of your cardsi—A. No.

Q. Nor letter—A, Not that I know of.

Q). Without your knowledge I—A. 1 found ont there was some communications
tetween A. N, Ganna, my bookkeeper, and him.

Q. Ever send him any newspaper —A. Mr. Ganna—

Q. T am asking you, not Mr. Ganna ?—A. T did not myself.

Q. Did you ask Mr. Ganna to send for one 1—A. No, sir.

Q. And write him letters 1—A. Well, sometimes Ganna writes letters and posts
them without showing them to me. In these letters he may have said it is Yikely that
Afr. Antonio Cordasco will want 10,000 men,

Q. Do you know where Parelti lives I—A. No, sir.

Q. Not even where he lives t—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever receive a letter from Parctti 2—A. “Well, I don’t think until Mr.
King

Q. Yourself t—A. Myself, T did not myself.

Q. Did you ever reccive o letter from Mr. Paretti 1--A. T do not quite rewember.

Q. Now Mr, King, did not sce that letter at all from Mr. Paretti 1—A. 7 think
he saw it. ‘

Q. No, he did not; 1 saw it first and you produced it to me; do you remember
that §—A. Probably you did.

Q. On the st J uly 7—A. Probably 1 did.

Q. Did you ever sce it before I saw it i—A. That is the time I saw the letter from
Paretti when Mr. King was kere.

Q. You did not show it to Mr. Kingl—A. Mr. Ganna—

Q. Never mind Mr. Ganna, I want you to answer for yourself; did you show that
letter to Mr. King 9—A. I did not know such a letter,

Q. You stated you knew when he came here. I anderstand he knew nothing of
this letter from Paretti to you 9—A. T guess that is right. ]

Q. When did you get that +—A. That Jettcr was received.

Q. You got that letter *—A. Yes, I got that letter.

Q. You did get that ictter from Puretti I—A. Yes,

Q. When +—A. Some time ngo; I do not remember it. ’ R

Q. About the time it is dated; have you got that Jetter, Mr. Cordasco 1—A. The
Jeiter from Parettit Your Honour, I think, hns got it. - < '
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Q. Just see ifi'youn have it 1—A, (Looks in book). That is it, 1st March, 1004,
Q. On the 1st March you wrote to Mr. Paretti as follows:—

8ia. ANTONIO PaRETT, -
94 Aquileia, Udine, Italy.

I am in possession of newspaper which you were so kind as to send to me; also
your cards, and wish to thank you for them; also two backages. I am sending you thy
time-tablo which you asked me for and my address, which you can give to the peoplo
50 that I will know them when they come.

At the end of the present month there will open up great and important works,
snd I must supply about 10,000 labourers. If you have any passengers, you can send
them without any fear—I am able to give them immediate work, The salary will bo
$1.50 a day; besides that they will got a return ticket from any locality; they can
board themselves or get board as they like. The work will last long and the payment
i3 sure. Each man gete o contract in Italian, containing the clear conditions under
which they have to work, in which is specified the length of time, salary, &e. In one
word, there will be no tricks or schemos. I am al- ays-here to-deféiid "the intereats of
cempatriots, T am besides in touch with other navigation agents in Italy, and they
bave already written to me that they will send some passengcia to me this month., If
you send any to me, please supbly them with two of my business cards that T sent you,
50 that each passenger landing at New York will be recognized by one of my agents,
vhich agent, authorized by me, will nccompany them to the train, and on the train to
Montreal, so that they won’t be taken up by anybody clse, or fall into the nands of
speculators,

Already a large number of workers arrive continuously, vspecially from Vicenzo,
Treviso, and some from Padova, Belleno, also some from Pordenone, Codroipo.

If you wish to send us any men, you need not have any fear, and send them all
to my address. You must notify mo in time when the men will arrive, sending the
nemes of the passengers and of the company and boat by which they start,

With regirds,

. (Sgd.) ANTONIO CORDASCO,
Per A. Gawna.

A. T never signed this letter, never authorized anybody to sign it.

Q. Did you get a letter in answer, do you remember thatf—A. There was an
answer, .

Q. You remember that?—A. That time I was nearly firing Mr. Ganna, I did
not want to fire anybody until T was sure, any way. :

Q. You had received a postal eard from Mr. Paretti before March 11—A. I never
knew there was any correspondence with this man,

Q. Will you look at this post eard and see if you did not hand that to me on July
11—A. Yes, T did.

Q. You got that?—A. I said thero was a man.

Q. You got that letter in February or March 19—A. I handed that post card
because I knew nothing about the letter,

Q. You got that post card about March 19—A. I don't know,

Q. Now, do you know what that post card says—(Reads)) :—

Ubixg, February 17, 1004,
‘ Mr. AxToNIo Conpasco, Montreal,

‘I veceived a newspaper, the Corriere del Canada, in which appears-your distin-
guished riame, ns I believe you are the kind denor. As we have a strong stream of

- emigratinu {from the Venctian Provinees) towards that country, I should be very glad

to frequently receive your newspaper, and I can reciprocate by sending you Itslian
papers, : ~ . -
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¢You might send mo a time-table of the Canadian Pacific Railway from Montreal
to the interior of Canada, with a map.
¢ Always.at_your. disposal, and thanking you,

‘Yours truly, ; T
¢t ANTONIO PARETTI?

Q. You know the paperi—A. 1 know the paper.

A. Pretty good paper i—A4. It is all right, I think.

Q. Bears your Jdistinguished name {—A. I never sent any.

Q. ¢As I beliove you are the kind donor, you never sent thatd ¢ As wo have a
strong stream of emigration from the Venetiun Provinees! &o 1—A, T never had any
communication with that gentleman,

Q. You remember reading that =—A. I think so. .

Q. And yon answered it t-—A, No, - did not; ask Antonio Gianna; you can bring
him wider cath,

Q. 1 don’t want to bring Ganna.—A. I blame him for the whole thing.

Q. Did you get another letter from Mr. Parettit—A. I do not know what is com-
ing ~ Well, go ahead. Ce

Q. That I am trying to do but very slowly. On April 6, 1904, you again wrote
to Mr. Paretti, do you rememher thuti—A. T don’t remember. ‘

Q. You say :—

MoxTreAL, April 6, 1904
¢ AMr. ANTONIO PARETTI,
¢94 Via Aquilea, Udine.

¢In these days some Italians come to me showing your blank business card and
saying that you recommended them to me, and although the presentation signal was
not a sure guarantee, I reccived them and I shall send them to work. .

¢In future it will be better, whea you gend Ttalians to me, to give them ono of
my business cards with your office stamp on them, and T shall be sure they are sent by
you. : . : )
¢ Somo time ago T sent you several business cards, to-duy T am sending you some
more of them.

«1 thank you for the newspaper you sent me and hope you will receive woekly the
nowspapet that I send you.

¢ Yours truly,

¢« ANTONIO CORDASCO,
Per A. Ganxa.

—A. Ts my signature there, if it is then I wili be responsible, Your Honour.

Q. Tet me sce the letter book, pego 48. It is your signature, per A. Ganna, your
stamp.—A. Anybody can make a stamp. I never authorized this gentleman to sign this.
Q. On April 26, 1904, you wrote again to Mr. Paretti :—

— ¢ MoxTREAL, April 26, 1904.
¢ Mr. ANTONIO PARETTI,
+Udine, Italy. '

¢1 confirm my letter of the 6th inst,, and I address you the present to clear up some
facts that cause me annoyance, that T do not need to have. -

¢ Many immigrants from the Venetian Provinces camo to me declaring they were
sent by you, but without any card of recognition, aund .alleging that you had “promised
that thoy would be sent to work in two Jdays.

¢ don’t wish to blame you for that nor do I believe what the men say, but I think
it is better to clear tho matter up. I givo eoployment to all Ttalians who come to me
as T wrote you in my letter of March 1, but it is absurd to ernect that I am to gi.ve
employment to-morrow to a man who applies to-day to my office. I could not put him
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before the others who are awaiting their turn to 80 and work, Please note that this
year we had an uncommonly long; and hard winter, and in the west, where important
railway works will be done the roads and land are stil] frozen, and it is no use sending
lnbourers there, Thig year I sent away only 70, while jn previous years at this time
I sent away more than a thousand,
‘ Pleass note that many of your men declare that they are stviiceutters, and that
you promised them I woyld have them employed in thiz aueliiy. I never wrote this,
‘Many of these men said that they did not intend to work on railways, bud ito
obtain from me free transportation to British Columbia, and. then with very littlo
money to go to Michel and work in the coal miines,
‘You will undérstand how gl] this annoys me.

‘No one has sent men away yet, and I have only sent 70,

“In conclusion, so as to eliminate trouble, from this moment do not send ma any
T1ore passengers, and if you like to send some, please inform m
(as I asked you in my letter o Mareh 1), and every man must have my business card
with your office stamp on, and they must bo warned that they must wait for their turn
Y go to work. Please, in the notice that you send me, state that you have warned
them that they will have to await their turn. -~ Also please send me a list with the names
of the pasengers You send me. Qutside of these conditions, I am sorry to say that I
could not accept the responsibility of giving work to your passengers. Please inform

them that I will send them to work on railway construction and that they will have
to work with pick and shovel, :

‘ If, afterwards, some roadmaster may chose of them for some special work it will
be all the better for th

em but I cannot guarantee to employ men in any particular
quality, ‘

‘Yours truly,
‘ANTONIO CORDASCO,
. ‘Per A. Ganxa. .
Q. Tuat is a pretty good letter?—A. I seo something good on this letter, but
Ganna wrote without my authorization, : .
Q. You are to blamef—A. Of course I am to blame,
Q. You remember a man named Ludwig, of Chiasso t—A. T wrote him last fall,
I did it myself, T admit this,
Q. (Looking over letter.) That is to Ludwig, T seet—A, I vrrote to Chiasso,
Q. Whent—A. Last fall some time,
Q. To Ludwig, the 18th October i—A. Some time like that,
Q. The letter reads :
f MoNTREAL, October 18, 1903,
‘ Mr. Lupwigq, Passenger Agent, ] .
- ¢ Chiasso,

‘By the same mail T am sending you a package of my busingss cards, asking you_.__ ..
to hand them to the passengers, or better to the labourers that you will send directly
to me.

‘ Please note that work here is never short and anybody you will 2end to me per-
sonally are sure to be employed. In summer you may send hundreds of them and
be sure that as soon as they arrive they will find work at once. -

‘To satisfy the Italians better, I have opened a banking office of which I send a
circular to you and from which vou will see that I can do all that they request,

¢ Awaiting for some shipmeut and to hear from you soon. .

T “Youmyhnly, - B

}P's__PlenSO note that on the Canadian Pacific Railway alone I employ about
4,000 men per year, besides the other companies. Please take all the information yo
may require about me. i )
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Q). Ganna did not sign that?—A. These arc matters I do not want to deny.

Q. You need not, your letter book shows that you signed it yourself.

Q. Then you received a letter from Mr., Ludwig?—A. Probably.

Q. He was an agent for sending prospective emigrants out. He wrote you as

follows :—

¢ Ourasso, November 27, 1003,
<Mr. A. Coroask,
441 St. James street, Montreal.

¢ 1 received in good time your fuvour of the 18th October. I did not answer at
once becauce 1 wanted to get some information about you.

‘Now, as the information regarding you has reached me and it is pretly good, I
am going to try and send you some passengers in the hope that they will not be

“cheated, and if I sec that you act as an honest man I shall give your address to all the

passengers who go to Montreal, .
" «What I especially recommend to you is mot to change your residence every
moment like a wandering merchant.

*On your envelope the address is 441 St. James Street and on your business - eard
is 375; now which of the two is your right address. ’

“If you provide work for some of my passengers you must be satisfied wiih a
modest commission and Alberto Dini, with whom I worked until how placed my pas-
sengers without any commission, and T never had any complaint against him.

«We shall see then if you will work with the same conscience and punctuality.

¢ Waiting to hear from you, ’

‘F. LUDWIG.”
Q. On Deceniber 7th you wro{o him a very long letter-—A. At the time I wrote

1 could sccure no men at all. ) i
(). In that you first speak of your address and of your good qualifications and

“you state :

“You must know after this-that.it has never.been. in my_ habits- to_chicat passen-
gers of any nationality. I want and intend to be respeeted and T know how to respect
other:, no matter if they are rich or poor. I do not need that you should wait to see
if 1 act as an honest man.” I am an honest man like you and more than some Swiss-
men who ran away from his country to come here to cheat the others.

¢ Every year I sccure work for 4,000 or 5,000 men and next spring I need 10,000
to cmploy in the Canadian Pacific Railway and other railway companies and contrac-
tors, and you must know that all the workingmen for whom 1 secured work, when the
ceason is over and that have paid every cxpense they ean save from $150 to $600.

A. I.guess.-you are right; Ganna_may _have_put in about our employing 4,000 or

5000 men. I did not say anything about 10,000 men.

Q. Do you remember sending that letter i—A. I mever mentioned to this agent

" 10,000.

. recollect. _

Q. You never mentioned that number to anybody?—A. I think not, I do not

Q. Are you quite clear?—A. Quite wight. I never authorized Ganna to write
about these men.

Q. Mr. Ganna did not writc all your letters?—A. I was away last winter, he

did all the work. . . - .
l Q. You knew what he was doing very we]l?fA. ,I,,s,‘i(],,,’,IOt BIIOW that he was doing .

“such business as to. say I wanted 10,000 mea.

Q. Supposing you look at the lotter of February 9 to Mr. Avistide Querrler; it -
reads as follows:
86b—90
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¢ MoxTREAL, February 9, 1004,
‘ Mr. AristioE GUERRIERI, . :

‘P. 0. Box 11,
¢ Mapleton Dep., Pa.

Your letter-(without-any-date); T am sorry to say that I shall not be able to find
and work that may suit you.

‘I find work for thousands of men, and this year I shall be in need of 10,000 of
them, but I need only men that can work with shovel and pick.

‘Yours truly.

et ] s SN A o

authorize that.

Q. What about January 61—A. 1 got sick, I think then.
Q. You were not sick on that date. You wrote on that dato :—

A. On February 9 I was in bed and Ganna was manager in office. I did not

‘ MoxTaear, January 6, 1904,
¢ Messrs., Luea CAMMAROTA & Co.,

‘13 Burns street, Ful_l River, Mass.
‘I promptly answer to your letter. I do not make shipments to Nova Scotia., T

send men to work for the C.P.R. and other great companies and contractors, and this
year I shall be in need of 10,000 men, )

¢ The first shipment will be sure in spring, according to the weather, and the first
to start are those marked in my books,

‘If you want more particulars write to me and I shall give them to you.
‘Yours truly.’

-

ey

R R s aem o R ¥

A. T do not want ta dspute any letter, but when Ganna says 10,000 men, I never
authorized him.

Q. Suppose we take January 26, what about that date, were you pretty sick then?
—A. Well, I was sick about six wecks. : :

Q. Able to tallk2—A. Yo

Q. T think so. Well, on January 26, you wrote :— :

MoxTREAL, January 26, 1004,

‘Mr Luiet SCARCELLA,  oeoo o
‘243 Rideau street, Ottawa, Ont.

“In reply to your letfer of the 23rd instant, of the contents of which T took nole,
~ but in this moment I do not know where I can find work for you.
‘ Next season I shall be in need of 10,000 men whose work will bo heavy, and I
understand in your letter you do not like to work with the shovel.
“In the beginning of March please write again and will see if I can do anything
for you, but I cannot promise anything,

“*Yours truly.’
Q. Do you remember writing that letteri—A. I can pousitively swear I never
e avthorized Ganna to write about 10,000 men. .
Q. You remember writing to Ludwig to send hundreds of them —A. Last October
was my first letter to send more men. _ :
Q. But you tell him to send hundreds of themi—A. If T did that in my first letter
I am wrong, but I will have to say I did so. A great many men in the States sent me
over money,
Q. $10 for foreman and $1 each for gangs #—A. Yes, Your Honour.
Q. Iow many hundreds came over from the Statest—A, T cannot say, I ecannat
“ tell now. ; .
T TTQ Wil you find it for mét—AL "About 2,000 or 3,000,
Q. They pay 81 for having their name put down herei—A, Yes,

Q. Here in Montreal?—=A. Yos,
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% You require them to pay $1 before patting them down?—A. They have to
pay $1. ,

Q. You would not put them down unless they paid $13—A. There is no use work-
ing for fun.

Q. I am asking whether you would not put their name down without their pay-
ing the #17—A\. No. -

Q. So that it was compulsory that they first register with you and pay $11—A.
Any man who applies for work has to pay $1.

Q. $10 for foremen, $1 for registering, and then going out to get work $2 or $3.
You have been telling me some time ago that it was a matter left to their free will to
pay or not?—A. They come and offer me money. .

Q. But you demand the dollari—A. 1 do.

Q. So that it is no free-will offering on theie part. - I sce that there are some who
have to pay $10 as foremen. I have a number of letters from the States, men sending
223, $50 and other large sums of money, soimne of them asking that their names be put
down and you refuse to put their names down unless the foremen has sent the $101—
A. That js my order.

Q. You do husiness with Messrs, Stabile & Co.t—A. When T want men T get them
from New York. :

Q. How many last xear did they send over{—A. 600, 800 or 1,000. I gave cvery-
thing to Mr. Burns. :

Q. You send everything to Mr. Burng’ office?—A. Yes.

Q. Do you divide ‘up_the_commission with Mr. Burns f—A. No, sir.

Q. How much do you give him {—A. Not a cent.

Q. Have you got an e fry of that in any way #—A. No.

Q. No bock entry #—A. No.

Q. 1t goes into Cordasco’s pocket?—A. And from my pocket into the Toront>
Bank.

Q. How many men come over from tho States for 4, 5 or 6 monthsi—A. All I
can say that when they come I ask them why they cannot stop here and make a British
subject. . :

Q. How many men come over from the States for two or three months 1—A. T
don’t know that. _ .

Q. For six months f—A. T don’t know; the Ttalians come 200-or-300-strong; some«=---—————— o

{imes there may be 2,000 of them; they do not come to stay.

Q. None of them 1—A. Some, '

Q. How many ?—A. 200 or 300. -

Q. Are all these men entered in your book who come here 3—A. Yes.

Q. How many came from Ttaly with your cards #—A. Five or ten cards belonging
t» me, simply saying Antonio Cordasco a good friend.

Q. Have you got any of these cards f—A. They were simply little cards.

Q. Have you any i—A. I have not got any. T e

Q. Now, in March, April and May there were a great many Ttalians in Montreal ?
—A. Yes. - .

Q. How many 1—A, My idea is, I do not know, 56,000 or 6,000

Q. ITow many of these reported to you 1 :

* A. None. .

Q. How many vame to your office for work #—A. Hundreds and hundreds. T
mﬁgimnted the number here at 3,000 or 4,000, not quite 1,500 came for work to 1y
office. :

Q. Al these men that you have put in your register called at your office t—A. Yes.

Q. So that as soon as Mr. Ganna counts up in"your yogister 'you will know how
many called §—A, Probably. TR e s s e

Q. I suppose a great many callel ibat did oot register {—A. Not many, for nona
had money.

36b—83%
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Q. They knew it was not worth while to go; if they went they would not be put
in your book.

Q. How many men came to your office that did not register #—A, I cannot say.

Q. About how many ¥—A. Hundreds and hundreds,

Q. How many hundreds came that did not register t—A. I cannot say.

Q. 2,000, 3,000, 15,000 —A. I cannot £ay, probably 2,000 or 3,000

Q. Ilow many of these were destitute, that is unable to buy provisions for them.
selves £—A. Tn my office there were only two or three,

Q. Oaly two or three 1—A., Two or three Italians, .

Q. How many-men do you think among thosge in Montreal were unable to get
bread 2—A. T eannot say. . .

Q. You heard the evidence {—A. Probably 600 or 800, some of them who had
moncy applied for bread.

Q. Hoew many did that —A. A good nny,

Q. Here are some nice little cards 2—A. That is Cordasco, T cannot deny that.

Q. Do you know that these men had two #—A. That s my name, but not my card.

Q. That was given to a man at Antwerp, have you an agent there —A. No, sir.

Q. Who eave him that =—A. T cannot say.

Q. How did he come to put your name in print 7—A4, My name is pretty well
known all over.

Q. That is yvour name —A. Yes.-

- Q. Address 7—A, Yos,

Q. Denivered to passengers at Antwerp %A, Yos,

Q. How did it come there !—A. Some men sent them. T cannot say whether Mr.,
Ganna sent cards. T don't blune him, as 1 might have said, ‘send a larg> number of
cards,’ :

Q. But Ganna did not et this eard printed —A. Ganna,

* Q. Did you get this card printed ¢—A. Ganna will know.

Q. Will you read it in English ?A. (Reads) ‘ Montrea), February 95, 1904, 1n.
vitation to the banquet given by the Italian foremen in honour of the King of Labour
on the evening of Saturday, February 97, 1004, at the Hotel D'Ttalia, No. 471 Craiz
St., Montreal, Canada. The President of the Committee, F. Cordasco.’

Q. Who was that given to I—A. Tt must have been to Antonio Cordasco.

Q. Was he king of the workingnien —A. T was then, but not to-day.

Q.. That was in February, did you get that printed —A4A., There is the gentleman
who did the work. (Pointing to Ganna). '

Q. At your request 1—A, Well, T told him to go ahead.

Q. You ot up the banquet 2--A. Wel) yes, cost me something.

Q. You were king and got up the banquet —A. These men paid some money too.

Q. What is that emblem there !—A. T don’t know.

Q. Does not that crest belong to Ttaly —A. It is n

ot the full crown of Italy.
Q. Is that the emblem of Ttaly 2—A, It is not the full crown, I do not know,”
-~ -Q:~I-supposeit—woiild bg eIy wrong to put on the full crown?—A. Ganna did
that.

he did cverything.

Q. Poor Ganna, what about these envelnnes, did you get them up?—A, Mr. Ganna
got these up.

Q. Not the full crown I—A. Some machine like that,

Q. Did he print these1—A. e ordered some one to print them.

Q. Where?—A. Some one in Montreal.

Q. The  Corricre del Canada §'—A. T think so.

Q. Cordasco runs that naperi—A. Cordasco gives some money,

Q. That looks very official, does it not f—A. I cannot say, .

Q. On arrival in Ttaly, they would think that came from the kingi—A. T do not

“know that, Your Hononr.

Q. You had these envelopes in different colours, green, blue, yellow and brown.
These are all Antonio Cordasco’s crests?—A. Yes, Your Honour,
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Q. Those going to Italy have the Italian emblem. That was for usual correspon-
dence?—A. I don’t know that is’what he says, it is not the full crown.
Q. You have these go to Italy, Mr. Cordasco?—A. I did not call myself King.
Q. You came pretty near?—A. Now they try to dismiss me, those friends of mine.
Q. That is the way, there seems to be a great want of Christianity.—A. Like Our
Lord, the Jews took him and said we want to kill him. b
i tQ. Now, you wrote to Peter Bazzano on January 11{—A. I think I know about
hat. .
Q. You told him:
. ¢ MosTREAL, January 11, 1904,
! Mr. TETER Bazzaxo,
‘P.0. Box 4210, Sydney, C.B.

“In reply to your letter, as I told you already, the first to be shipped aro those al-
ready marked in my books, and who come every day to give their names, paying by their
own will, the interpreters $10 and the men $1 each for oftice fees. C,

I you and your men intend to be shipped by me, and if you like to pay what the
others have paid, send the list of the men and the money order. -

¢ The shipments will be in spring, according to the weather, and the contract must
be signed in Montreal personally. ‘ *

¢ The wages will be as they always have been.

¢ As I told you before, if you like to send your names to mae T will try to get a free
pass for you from St. John,

¢ Yours truly.

Q. You got the money ordert—A. That is correct.

Q. And he has not got workf—A. Iis turn has not come.

Q. Did you do thot with many t—A. The work did not begir.

Q. How many Jid you register at that time, when you got the money ?—A. I can-
not say.

Q. Will you find out and let me know to-morrow ?—A. Yes. '

Q. I notice in reading these lists here they show that you dethanded money from
men, and that you received money from some of thum, You will give me a list of names
you received other than the men registered to-morrow morning i—A. You will have to
give Mr. Ganna-time, we will work all night,

Q. You wrote letters, of which the following is a sample, to a great many men in
the United States:

¢T have received your letter. The shipment will start as soon as the season will
permit it, but the first to start will be these who entered their names in my books pay-
ing willingly, the interpreters $10 each and the men $1 for office feca. .

€ All the names of the men will be entered progressively, and when their turn will
come they will be notified by letter.

’ “Every interpreter has to give the name of 60 men. . e

The Jaily wages for the interpreters will be £2.50 and more, and $1.50 and more
forthemen. ' '
—- ¢Men can board by themselves. i ‘

¢ The transportation will be free up and down from and to Montreal.

¢ The eontracts will be signed in Montreal.

¢Tf you want to cnter the names for the first shipments, send the list of the names,
the money order and your address clearly written.

‘Yours truly,’

Q. That form of letter was sent to a number of men in the statest—A. These men.
they wrote me first. - : e . )
Q. That is the form-of letter you wrote?—A.- T did not authorize this letter. ..
. Q. That is the reply to the letter you sent. Send a money order, if for 50 men $50,
aud $10 besides for an interpreter, or $100 for 100 menf—A. Yes, sir,
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Q. And when they came here asking you for work you required them to pay you
$1 before you would register their names, and when these men were entered in your
beuks you charged them $2 more for getting them work.—A. Yes, and $1 for keeping
them on my books, _ .

Q. And then 82 or more when you got them work ?—A. In order to keep my office
lieve T have to make big expenses, Your Ifonour.

Q. And you got a great number of letters to that effeet —A. I cannot live on air,
1 huve heavy expenses.

Q. You remember Ubalde Zembla, of 167 Willa Ave., New York#-—A. Have I got
his name on my list? ’ .

Q. He sent a money order, but there is no entry in your books. You wrote him
on February 3 : ¢TI received a cheque for 351 for which I acknowledged receipt in due
course, and I received the list of the men which had been progressively entered in my
books ’ =—A. That might have happened.

Q. Do you remember that fact?—A. T remember several letters were received and
we replied to them.

Q. Did you get $10 from Rafacle La Femina i—A. Yes. T got his name on the
list. .

Q. Did he get his nconey backi—A. Ile said he was going to work to the——

Q. No matter what .1e said, did he get his money back —A. No.

Q. Ie put it into tle lawyers’ hands to prosecute, and you said you would pay it
back ?—A. Te said he had registered with me and would wait a while,

Q. Were tie Cansdian Pacific Railway calling for any meni—A. No.

Q. You did not give him back his money yet?—A. Yes. :

Q. Do you know Frank Aiello of New York—A. Yes.

Q. An agent of yours #—A. A friend of mine.

Q. An agent of yours—you have used him as an agent I—A. Well, yes, T took some
men from hin last year, :

Q. On January G he telegraphed you: *Tave sent 156 men from New York and
67 from Baffalo. 'I‘!neir passage both ways are prepaid. One paid fare from Montreal
to New York? =—A. Yes, that is an answer to my telegram. I got it-from New York.
The company wanted over 200 men, )

Q. Then Biance Stabile is your agent tooi—A. Yes. .

Q.. ITow many men did he send overi—A. 15 and 25, that would be 40 on January
6. Trom Boston there eame 75, they paid their own fare to Montreal. - - -

Q. So that you telegraphed these gentlemen to send you over men in January {—
A. Not for any work here.

Q. You telegraphed for these men, did you not, answer{—A. Put me one quastion
at a time, : C

Q. Did you telegraph for theso men to Aiello and Stabile?—A. T telegraphed. for
them. .

Q. Did these men come?—A. No men came.

. Qu‘Vh)',?fA. Because. Stabile got OPARr. - mm s e e e e e s

Q. How many men were shipped from Boston and New York. o many wero
shipped with passes and withont passesy—A. That is before January?

Q. Yes.—A. Shipped last fall?

Q. Yes.—A. T will find ont. T do not want to put myself in trouble, I want to
answer the questions every time. '

- Q. Do you know Messrs, M. Torchin and Co., of Boston?—A. I had correspon-
dence with them.

Q. You heard they were hiring men there to go to British Columbia {—A. I re-
member about them, they wanted to supply men and T wrote them back T had no work
beginning here, = . . )

Q. On March 12, 1904, you wrote them:—
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$ MosTREAL, March 12, 1004
¢« Messrs. M. Torcia & Co.,

¢ Boston, Mass.

T was told that in your bank you hire men to go and work for the C.P.R, in
British Columbia, paying one dollar each.

f Really this is very strange news, because T am the sole agent for supplying man
to the C.P.R., and I did not give any order to any body to hire men.

“If T had to give such order for Boston, Messrs. Stabile & Co. arc my sole agents,
o in the event that you have men who want to go and work you must apply to Stabile
& Co., who will give you all the information you may require. No shipment of men
will be recognized but those made through Stabile & Co.

 Yours truly,
—A. That is right, that is correct.
" Q. You would not let any one clse hire men for the C.P.R.2—A. They wero

steangers.  They should not hire meu for the C.P.R. without getting their permission.

Q. That is your permission. Why did you not let them liave some of these men
hired by other people. Why refuse work liere and require an entry in your books he-
fore they went to work t—A. T do not know.

Q. Just think?—A. T don’t think any thing about it.

Q. Did you not know that man in North Bayi—A. Barrachino?

Q. He hires men?—A. He has been hired in Montreal and we refused him.

Q. They refused them in North Bayt—A. There were some men hired for the C.
P.1. and were refused, were hired through me?

Q. Well, I will have to show you a letter you wrote to Mr. Burns. You would not
Jet them go to work unless they came through your office, until registered.—A. T do
not understand the question.

Q. The roadmaster heard of the same and made a complaint, stating that these
men came through your officei—A. Yes. ]

Q. And they were refused work because of that fact?—A. T don’t know that they
were refused. .

Q. They came back, were registered in your office and got work?—A. I do not
remember. Every day there are men coming to my office.

Adjourned until 10 am,, on July 23, 1904,

MoxtarAr, July 23, 1904,
Tue Court Housg, 10 AN,

T The Commission resumes, ‘ I

\

PRESEXNT ¢

1Iis Ioxour, Jupar WINCHESTER, Commissioner. -
1. M. Mowar, Esq., Counsel for the Damirion Government,

Mr. Honsispas LaportE, being sworn.

By Mr. Mowat :
Q. Are you mayor of Montreal for this yeari—A. Yes, sir.

Q.. When did you become aware of the presence in Montreal of a large number of
Ttalian labourers, in the month of May, T think -—A. Yes, in the month of May a large -

number of Italian labourers in our streets, in going through the district.




