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CHAP. VII .

SHEEP DOGS AND DOG LAWS IN GREAT BRITAIN

Sheep Dogs

Successful handling of large flocks of sheep, under any condition, ' is

considerred impracticable withow the assistance of well trained shee p dogs .

Although this opinion âpplies more or less to sheep farming in any and every

-part of the country, we believe we a re cor rect in ssying thatshrph_erding hill
sheep-under-native conditions is quite impossible without them .

The dog exclusively used in Scotland, and also in the g reater part of

England and I reland, is a collie . When we say a collie this particular type
of dog must on no account be confused with the handsome but useless animal
kept as a pet or for show ring purposes .

There are two types, the rough and smooth hai red, and much diversity
of opinion prevails as to the merits of each, sô that we naturally came to the
conclusion that the question of pre fe rence was' not unlike other fancies in con-

nection with sheep husbandry .
In some of the English counties bordering on Wales they have similar doge

to what we saw in Scotland, but they a re smaller and mu -h lighter and sup-
- posed to be a cross with the Welsh collie, which, although similar to the

Scotch dog, is rougher and lighter in build .
In the South and Midland counties the "Bob-Tail" or 01c! English sheep

dog is atili used but not so extensively as in former yeaire .

In the Romney Marsh and also in flat moorland districts a cross between

The characteristic muvements of these dogs differ considerablÿ . The

the OltlEnglish_dog and the Scotch eollie is quite commonly seen.
Apart frôm his valus as a sheep dog,the longhaired-collie is much favo red .__

by cattlemen all over the United Kingdom . His training for their work,

however, must be very di ffe rent from that required for use amongst sheep, fo r

a really good sheep dog is seldom a Food cattle dog and vice versa .- When-

ever two do~s are kept on a large mixed farm and specially trained for their

-work, one for sheep and the
.B

one is neverput,to do t~e-work of

the other. -The-cattle dog is generally-tra . ned towork by word of command ,

whereas the sheep dog is di'reçted ch~efly by siqns , andâf~r âome éxperience; -

follow in a g reat measure, his own initiative intelli gence and instinct.

cattle dog keeps his eye op his master in readiness for the next order, whe reas

the sheep dog, on rece iving instructions, moves gently and even stealthily,

keeping his eyes constantly on the sheep as i f anticipating those next re -

quinng a little urgiug. No sooner does one rebellioui sheep make the sliglitest

move in the wrong direction than the dog che.cks him, apparently knowing

the kind of move he was going to make evea before he did so . .

It is impossible to adequately describe the value of such dogs, much less

their intellioVnt work as we saw , them doing it . It must lie understdod tha t

they were at actual, every day work and not performing the cirous-like feats.p n Agricul-sometimesremnted at sheep dog trials, as frequently reported i

tural journais .



Dog Laws'

Dog Laws in G reat B ritain a re very simple and very eft `ive . In Eng-
land and Scotland the license fee is seven shillings and si~- ~ .snce ($1 .80) s
year . Every one must pay this license, rich and poor alike, oecause the law
is strictly enforced . Sheep dogs, however, are exempt under certain condi-
tions . If a farmer can prove that he has sufficient sheep and cattle to make it
necessaryfor him to keep a trained dog, he applies for an exemption form an d
fills it up . When this has has been handgd in to the offieèr in charge of the
nearest Inland Revenue Office, he gets an exemption certificate for that year .
If the farmer keep's a spo rt ing dog or a pet dog, no exemption is granted .

In Ireland, the license fee is five-shillings ($1 .20)'a yearr and no exemp-
tion whatevér . . Blind persons in any part of the United Kingdom can also
obtain an exemption certificate providing they can satisfy the .'authorities
that theypossess a dog trained to lead"them on the highway . The license
is not collected for pups under six months old, and apecral arrangements are
provided for registered packs of hounds . Licenses are issued at everq~~ post ?
office, as at the Inland Revenue offices . Every dog must wear a côllar, to
which is_attached a small brass- dise- bearing the ôwner s name-and addres s
and the license number .

Dogs found straying about towns and villages,without their owner or
other guardian may be seized by the police, and after being detained for three
davs unclaimea, are destroyed . When they are claimed, the owner is require d
to payall expenses incur red du rin~ that time . In this connection, dog-homes-
are maintained in all towns and villages for the purpose . Although the dog
laws are rigoroualy_ enforced, theY_are so well observ ed that legal actions are
very rare .

Sheep worrying by dogs is scarcely known in agricultural districts, and
most farmers we interviewed had never had a case of this nature . In some
localities adjoining towns and villages they are not so free from this trouble .
Such cases are mostly found in congested mining districts where useless idle
dogs are often found . Sporting dogs are also a source of danger, but they are
usually well guarded .

Whenever a case of sheep worrying does occur, and the dog is caught in
the act, he may be shot at once, but in cases where valuable,dogs are caught
in mischief, such as fox hounds, the farmer generally traces them to their
owner who gladly meets all the farmer's claim rather than suffer the loss of the
dog. When, in other instances, cases are taken to court, if ownership of the
dog is proven, and also that the said (log committed the damage, the dog is
ordered to be destroyed and the owner obliged to settle damages in full .
Claims for losses-may-be settled throu&h the cc;unty council, but the law is so
well observed and loss so rare that private settlements are the general rule .



- CHAP. VIII .

SHEEP DIS'8A9,BS AND DIPPING IN GREAT BRITAIN

Diseuses,, Parasites and Vermin

The breeding of sheep in Gre,~t Britain is not all smooth sailing, and
indeed,'much discouragement is caused by`the general prevalence of disease
or parasites in some form or other . This fact is attributed to the large num-
bers maintained on the land which becomes in a measure sheep-sick . Many
pre scriptionB and forms of cure are offered and advocated for the eradication
of the various troubles but everyone has faith in prevention rather than cure,
and therefore the successful aheep man is continually fighting to ward off
these enemies and to prevent'them froin gaining a foothold .

The diseases and parasites most commonly troublesome are Maggots
liusk or Lung worcns, Tape worms, Foot-Rot, Liver-Fluke, Keds ; Ticks and

Lice . That these may be largely avoided by preventive measures is generally
recognized, and with this end in view similar methods are quite commonly

adopted:Lung-worms and Tape worms are constantly causing trouble and lots,
especially where !"p are kept too thickly on the land, on old pastures, or in

-ne~tow lyin iatricts• They are m~tly-found in lamls or sheep an d

where present quickly cause loss of flesh and general unthnftmess . As a cure

and often as a preeaution: drenching is very largely praetisecï . . Some success-

ful men were of the opinion that by careful farmmanagement and by keep-
ing the young sheep from infested areas and on good feed, thus maintain-
ing thrift and good health, they could avoid serious loss from these pests .

Foot-rot was noticed to a greater or less degree over almostthe eutire
country and more particularly on old past .ureà and wet land . When once
fi'rmly established,and bad cases occur, it is necessary to catch and treat the

subjects individually ; but if taken in time it may be thoroughly held in check

by the systematic use of a foot bath
. A number of preparataons aresold

ready for use .by the addition of water and are easily applied by means of a

shallow trou;h,the mixture being just &ep enough to cover the hoof . Where

the trouble is prevalent, the sheep are drivert through this trongh-in single
file every month or six weeks, and severe cases do not often follow . .Even

when not known to exist, precautions are often taken by administering the
foot bath`at least two or three times a year, which is sometimes conveniently
done at dipping time .

II Liver•fluke is scarcely found ëxcept on low, i11-drained, marshy lands, but
in such instances is often very troublesome

. When once developed in the

to at once become a at source of annoyanc+- the sheep•

sheep medicine is of little use and so preve ntion is the only safeguard . Draitt-
a lls

ing or fencing off marshy fields is very >x ileare nécess ry and each
of Scotland we found districts whe re great precautions

year a definite outlay counted on for the maintenançe of drainage di tches .

Keds ticks and lice are all ve 'ry rer.dily killed by d ipping but not entire ly

eradicatel Dipping must therefo re be continued from time to time or else



The Ked is frequently called the "tick," but to the real tick it does not
bçàr the slightest resemblance . The Ked isvery common while the true tick
is .quite ra re . Sheep lice are rare ly found in Britain .

Maggots a re the cause of much loss and a nnoyance and are conside red
one of the very worst pests that the British farmer has to contend with . ' They
are created by the .çommon blow-fly which lays its eggs on any damp or di rty
part of the fleece andthese are soon hatched into grubs that very quickly qet
to the skin and begin their torture . In case of an p ttack, the wool on the ~n-_
fested part shoûld be clipped away, the rnaggots taken off and the parts
thoroughly washed with a strong solution of disinfectant. If the sheep a re
properly dipped in early summer with a poisonous dip, this pest"may be largely
avoi ded .

We do not want to give here a t reatise on all sheep diseases and only wis h
to draw attention to those mentioned above as bein g ever present, and the
cause of much trouble and loss to B ritish bréeders and shepherds. It is ve ry
possible that the moist climate of the country has much~ influence on the
p revalence of sheep ' disèases, and those mentioned seem to develop very ra-
pidly and persistently under favorable conditions .

Dipping in Great Britain

Dipping is com pulsory by law at least twice each year and is practised
at other t~mes as well whe re benefit to the general health and comfo rt of the
sheep may result . Special enactments also provide for the suppression of
outb reaks of scab and other very infectious diseases . All regulations are

---r.irrried-out -under_the-supervision_oLthe local autho ri tiea . rorms_of__appli---,
cation for dipping are supplied the farmers and must be filled out, signed and
returned to the local police . The organization for the carrying out cf all such
regulations is so perfect that even if any person would try to escape the law
or perform any fraudulent practices whatever, he is at once detected and
punished accordingly.

The dates for compulsory dipping vary somewhe. according to the
variation in the climate and are divided into two periods . In the North of
Ireland and Scotland the first takes place between Janua ry and the first of
August, and the second between the first of September and the first of Novem-
ber. In England the dates are thirty days in advance . It is customary to
dip the first time about a month after shearing or up to thé end of June . - -
- Dipping preparations are Civided into two classes poisonous and non-
poisonous ; the firs '. containing arsenic and sulphur, whife the latter are made
from a carbolic standard . The poisonous - dips destroy the eggs as well . as the
vermin, while the non-poisonous a re quick in action but me re ly destroy the
parasite . The arsenical dips have a tendency to o pen up the fleece and the
po res of -the skin, while carbolic dips have the opposite effect, which is greater
or less according to the formula used-in their manufacture . Thus we find,
especially in the hill districts or whe re sheep are subject to continued exposure,
that the first mentioned is used mo re largely as a summer dip and the latter as
a winter dip. A-good winter dip has a tendency to paitially waterproof the
fleece and thus afford much protection during the cold wet months of the
winter season . An additiôn of a mixture of mineral o il and whale oil is com-
monly used with these dips for that purpose . It is claimed for this mixture
that it serves the double purpose of waterproofing the fleece and stimulating
the, growth of the wool .
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Dipping; under any condition, unless properly donel might as well be lef t
.y important when using prepa red dip j to follow carefullyundone ; and it is ver

the directions as indicated by the manufacturers . Owing to carelessness by
a few users in this regard, some makers ; in order to protect themselves have
found it advisable to direct the .use of their preparations, rather under strength
than up to the regular standard .

Several diffe rent types of dipping appliances are in use but the most

generally , adopted system is by means of the swimm ing bath . This is so

constructed that the entrance end is perpendicular and the other sloping to

allow the sheep to walk out into an enclosu re provided as a dripping pen .

The tank or vat is lowered into a hole in the ground and is usually about five

feet deep . and from eight_to_ten feet long on the bottom. Two dripping pens

are provided in use alternately and draining bask into the bath, while the

other is re ce iving those freshly dipped. Adjomiag the two dripping pens is a
drying pen, connected with a gate, as it not con ,3idered wise to turn the sheep

immediately on the'paeture until the outside of the fleece is - comparatively

dry . In the smaller baths the sheep are dropped in rump first, completely

immersed and then allowed to swim to the other end where they walk into

the dripping pen. . Wher the large sized baths are used, thé sheep are allowed

to léâp in and swim to theëther end; and v: alk up the slope into the dripping

pen in the same way. - 8=6 active light• swimmers keep well up and par-

tially out of the dip, wh ile other very heavy and in full fleece, have difficulty

in keeping their heads above water. A simple crook made similar to the
letter T, the cross being similar to the letter S, is used for pushing down or
holding up as the case may be . Another dipping arranpement that we saw
in operation is a patent device, called a"cage-dlpper .' The enti re mach-

ine is made of metal, and, although possessing considerable mechanism, is

strong , easy to operate and quite automatic . Th operators may'dip-very

rapidix without any ne cessity of becoming wet, much less qetting soaked to
the skin, and it serves very well for dipping heavy sheep or in-lamb ewes, by
avoiding undue handling and rough usage . The vat is placed below the
surface of the ground and a cage containing the sheep is lowered into the

bath and raised out again by the turning of a hand crank. As the cage rises
up a gate at the front end is opened automatically; allowing the sheep , to

jump out into the dripping pen . Close by is a barrel or .tank containirg

fresh dip,which is kept thoroughly mixed by a plunger tstt ached to the cage,

rising and falling as immersion proceeds . Although the smartest and best

dipp ing device we have seen, it is unfortunately too expensive for small

farmers . Farmérs who possess large flocks of sheep can easily afford the

i► iitial outlay of the "Cage Dipping 0/ plant, and they will find it convenient in

every respect and at the same time a great labor saver . _

Dipping Pe riods
ENaLANn-

General Dipping Order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14th July to Sept. Ist .

NORTH WALEs--

lat dipping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• .•• .lst June to, Aug . 31st.

2nd dipping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1st Sept . to Nov. 30th.

SOUTH WALES-
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SCOTLAND AND NORTH OF E tiOLAND-

1st dipping. . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lst Jany. to Aug. 31st.

2nd dipping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1st Sept. to Nov. 12th .

IRELAND-
lst dipping. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15th June to Aug. 31st .
2nd dipping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1st Sept. to Nov. 15th .

Branding with Tar

For the convenient identification of sheep, branding is practised in al-
mos t every flock, and other than ear inarking, which cannot fairly be termed
branding, some substance is used to make a prominent mark on the fleece. It
may be that the shepherd wishes to identify readily a certain part of the flock
and these are then marked . When sent to market also those with the owners'
initial or brand are ea9ily , recognized by prospective buyers. For this pur-
pose, a few years ago, black tar was quite generally used but like twine, is very
much disliked by manufacturers : When found on a fleece it must be cut
away entirely as no_method of separating it from the wool haa been found .
Acids are of no avail, as, if applied in st rength sufficient to-act-on the t:R the -
wool is ruined i bleaching has no effect whatever and so when tar dôes appear
it can be readily realised what a serious annoyance it becomes to the manu-
factu re r . , Of late years a number of substitutes for branding pu rpoées have
been, p repa red and placed on the market. and found to answer the purpose
much better than tar without any of its objections, New Zealand and Aus-
tralia were the first countries to adopt these p reparations, with Argentina and
Snuth Africa soon following their example, while Great Britain and the United
States only cômméncéd uëing them three or four ÿears agô : -- --- --- --- -

From care ful inquiry we learned from breeders and manufactu rers that
these new branding inks a re all more or less satisfactory, and three brands
at least'are thoroughly reliable . They are applied instantly with a relief
stamp, and not with the slow clumsy and untidy paint brush . The cost i s
less than that of common paint or "lampblack," and it can be had in black,
blue and green. It does not fade or become obliteratéd by exposure to sun ,
rain or snow, yet it can be easily scoured out at the mili .



The actual operation of shearing sheep in G reat Britain is, of course, -
, i m ilar to that in other countries but the re are some things in this connection

that time and long experience have taught the progressive sheep farmer .
Owing to the mild open weather and early spr ►ng, shearing is generally

done outside in the pasture field . Many small farmers do not possess a regular

Fhearing shed, but drive their sheep into an ordinary pen and then take them

out, as required to be shorn, into an adjoining pen . Large farmers of course,

have a shearing shed fitted with machine clippers, in close p roximity to their

dipping plant._ The_hand shears are ~onerally usedby small farmers, while a

few use a portable clippinF~ machine with iritérchangeab i e parts whioh cari âlso

be adjusted for horse clipping. Machine shearing of some description is

Venerally approved of and also favo red by wool merch ants, therefore it is

pradually displacing the "blades"
.
or hand shears . •

: Wherever sheep are shorn the quest ! on arises as to whether it is mo re

profitable to wash or clip in & grease . In G reat Britain the ma jority of

farmers wash their sheep befo re shearing . Several reasons favor this practice
=transportation charges liy-rail-orboat are_considerably less, foreign buyers,

from countries with a h igh protective tariff, object to pa y ing high duties ôn

;mvthing but clean_wool, and the price for washed wool is therefore propor-

ti
o
nately greater than the shrinkage caused by the loss of dirt and grease . . It

is estimated that dirt and g rease amount-to about 20% of the we ight of a

fleece, in natural condition . Washing is encouraged by wool merchants, as
h h d ex ort tradethey are then in a position to fill orders for bot ome an p

Many of the large breeders of pure bred flocks clip early and do not wash .

Blaekface sheep are also never washed . Their fleeces be ing very coarse

ai ul ' hairy, han g atraight down from the body and do not gather or retain dirt

and grease to thr sanie extent as the wool of other b reeds . The land also on

which they past a re is high and dry and does not adhe re to the fleece in the

sanie way as tne heavièr soil of lower districts . The wool is also inclinera to
be somewhat harsh, dry and kempy, and the small proportion of yolk it ce .rries

is -Inn, i:. rising. Owmj to the~ peculiar structure' of the fib re , excessive

exudation of congealed ' suint" takes pla ce when the sheep a re forced to

s w im across a stream, the refo re the condition of the fleece is gener•slly im-
paired rather than improved by washing befo re shearing . For this reason

the wool of the Scotch Blackface is the only kind of B ritish wool that United

States buyers will regularly accept unwashed . Unless the re happens to be

some unusual trade depression or acute tariff ag itation in the United States,

upwards of 60% of Scotland's-ar:nual.pi'oduç»on of this part icular_wool is _ _

shipped there every year.
Another point, but one which requires some attention during the entire

year, is the condition of wool at time of shearing . To stand the inspection of
critical buyers the fleeces must be free from chaff, straw or-any other foreian



matter. Great care is taken so that these substan ces are not allowed to get
into the backs and heads of sheep at feeding time, and alac befoié shearing to
see that they a re not litte red about the floor. Many of the farmers are quite
jealous of the reputation they have made on this sco re .

He is a poor shepherd who does not know how to properly tie a fleece,
and as a matter of personal pride most of them take great care in this regard .
This requi res a little watchfulness in holding and . ehifting the sheep while
shearing, as a tidy, correct roll cannot be wound up if the fleece is torn apart
and scatte red about at this time . He is careful to fold it evenly and smoothly
so that fag ends or broken bits do not drag or tear awa y . The value and im-
portance of this is fully described in another portion of this report under the
title "Wool Sorting . "

We asked many times what was used to hold the fleece together and if
they preferred twine for this purpose . Their answer invariably was'that they
had been taught when young how to tie a fleece within itself and could not be
bothe red using string or twine, On the other hand serious objection is not
only offe red by the manufacturer, but wool merchants•will not accept, under
any consideration, fleeces tied with jute twine . Farmers the refore who persist
in this undesirable_practice, are- oblige_d to dispose of their wool At a greatre-._ -
duction.- Sheep farmers in the Old Country-are not only educated to devote --
special care to the condition of the fieéce,but are also encouraged with prizes
at the annual wool fairs in some districts .

Description of Wool Sheets

A Wool "Sheet" in Great Britain is the usual large pillow-shaped bag ,
with-the-opening-at-the-sideï ---For-export-purposes, "-Half-L'-' - sheets
sometimes have the opening at the end, but it is inconvenient in many respects
and therefore unpopular . A small sized sheet with the opening at the end
like a sack, is sometimes seen in rural districts in Irelandi but such are onl y
used by very small farmers for bringing odd lots of m ixed fleeces to th e
nearest market town .

The Bradford "Long Sheet" is used all over England, both for'keme
and export trade . The same sheet is used in Ireland at all the Annual Wool
Fairs . This sheet is known as the English Standard Size, and measures 9
feet long by 5 feet deep . It is made from 9 yards of 40 inch hemp canvas .

In Scotland a shorter sheet is used for the convenience of carts an d
wi-;ggons passing each other on narrow country roads. With the exceptio n
of a few lowland counties, the roads are wide and straight and the long
sheet could be used, but for uniform packing on railway trucks and waggons
there is one regulation sheet for all Scotland. For similar reasons the same
sheet is used in Wales. This sheet is known in the trade as the Scotch Stand-
ard size, and measures 7 feet 6 inches long by 5 feet deep. It is made from
7J yards of 40 inch hemp canvas .

Only in very exceptional cases a re wool sheets the property of farmers .
Wool growers can always have the loan of any number of shet3ts they require ,
free of charge,-from brokers, wool merchants and auctioneecs, who bu y
-them-and stock them for this purpose .

Inferior wool sheets are not only discouraged but condemned . . The
sheeting is made from selected fibre of thé best long hemp,thoroughly scoured
after weaving and:carefully examined before it is cut up into sheeU . By
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this precaution small pârt,icles of fibre never break away from hemp sheets
and get mixed with the wôol, -but- jute hessian invariably . çasts off Short
waste fibre, causing endless trouble and often serious losa when the wool
reaches the dyer .

Quite apart from risk of injuryto the wool,cheap aheets are false economy .
A well made English sheet will stand constant hard wear for ten and even_
fifteen years . When carefully repaired, they will eometimes last twenty
years . The cost is from

$1

.25 to

$

2.05 each, according to weight and also .
The quality of the raw material before spinning ia always the same .

Wool sheets are "de in the following districts: Belfast, Dundee ;
Barnsley, Hull and Briatol, but nearly all the ~theets used in Bradford are
made in Bristol, and they are generally cdnsidered the best .

• The sheeting used for compressed bales ia also made of hemp, but a
much lighter and cheaper quality, beceluse it is only used once . Some
Australian Stations use a cheap sheeting of common Heàsian lined with blue
paper' to, prevent the fibre from coming into contact witli'the wool . The
paper also has the advantage of keeping dust out of the wool . For

scoured wool especially this paper-lined . sheeting is decidedly a great improve-

ment.

Classlfying Wool in Bfitain

This is a many sided dubject and varies considerably in different countries .
It is first necessary to explainthat the simple classification of the fleece of
mutton sheep in a- woolgrowing district in Great Britain is_ quite .different .
from "Wool Classiq" in New Zealand or Australia . It is alsonecessar~y

_toexp1ain_th& it is different to "Grading", "Classing " s~nd. " Standardizing " ,
as these operations are only done by wool merchans in théir o cvarelt~ouses .--- --
" Sorting" is cuite another process, and is only'done in the mills .

The classification of fleeces is really the work Of the wool grower, and
unless the farmer or wool grower has been taught the correct system of
classifying and packing, he will neither be able to market his wool profitably
nor satisfy the requirements of the wool merchant and the manufacturer .

In Great Britain, the simple classification of fleeces is done by the wool
grower entirely, but some small farmers with about twenty mixed fleeces can
only do part of the classification . This is not for, want of knowledge but
want of sufficient fleeces t o fill a sheet with each class . In such cases the
work of classification is com151eted by the wool merchant or the bro 6rs.

Although :the small farmer is" often unable to complete the classification of
his mixed lot, he knows sufficient about the wool to p revent him from doing his

part of the work wrong, the re fo re the wool merchant having very little extra
' work to do, pays him the full market price . The elementary classification

of fleeces on a large farm is quite simple and ordinary farm hands and shearers

can be trusted to do the work satisfactorily . Of course the ahenherd or the

farmer himself must always oversee the work of shearing classify ►n?, packing

and marketing .
Instructions for classifying fleeces cannot be given in a report like this,

as it requi res a special lecture , or. a practical lesson during the shearing season ,

Although very simple .it is only possible to .cqnvey some general idea of what

- it means . The descriptive terms used in- connection w ith wool are quite

familiar to faïmers in the OId Country , but theyare so confusing in some ways

that théy are never used .when dealing with breeders, drovers or butchers,

For instance, "Hogg" wool, is the firat fleece shorn from any sheep, either



ram, wether or ewe, and the subsequent - fleécee are'termed "Wetherf0 wool,
It is the re fore necessary to remember that "Wether wool" doeâ not always'
mean the fleece of a wether sheep . In most of the counties where Down sheep
are keptl they use the term "Teg" instead of "Hoq ", s9 that their-fleeces
are classified into Tegs and Ewea only. As this is purely a local custom ,
we will stick to the terms "Ho gg" and "Wether" for the -present just to
simplify our explanation . We will now explain these terms, so tiiat their
value may be app reciated. The first fleece shorn f rom any sheep, male or
female (Hogg wool) is always over twelve months g rowth, and is therefore
longer in staple than the annual fleeces . The chief value however; is the
fact that eech - fib re has a tapered end, and be ing also finer in texture it spins
out be tter . Hogg is always wo rth from two to five cents per pound more
than Wether wool . The term "Wether wool" originated in the days of big
mutton when a carcass was never too large, and spring lambs we re never
seen at a butcher's . Wether sheep were then kept until two or th ree years
old . Wethers devote the3nselves to body büilding and wool growing, and
an old wether sheep always has a be tter"bloorn" on his fleece than a b reeding
ewe. In this way, the wool of wether sheep became i sort of standard,-and
only good ewe fleeces could be put in_the same class . Now that most wethers
nre sent-to the butcher- before theyare a-year old,the-term ~`wether wool"--
has lost much of its originnl sign i ficance . In the old days ; fleeees weré
classified as follows,-. Hoggs, Wethers, Ewes, Seconds or Cotted . Specially
selected ewe fleeces were classed among the wether fleeces, and the fleecés of
b reeding ewes with inferior- belly wool we re classed "Ewes" . Now, with
improved sheep farming methods and compulsory dipping, "seconds" and
"cotted" have almost disappeared, while the demand for lambs has mad e
-the-wool-of- ;vetherLslicep-a-ver-y-small-item-indeed.-The_term"vice.ther"
wool, ho wever, is still used in wool markets and farmers in longwool dist ricts
still cling to it. The usual style on an English farm today is something like
this :-

When the fleeces have been rolled up after shearing in the usual way,
the shearling fleeces (Hogg wool) a re kept separate . The other fleeces a re
then examined and faulty or cotted fleeces weeded out, . making three separate
lots at the most. As a rule the re are no'cotted fleeces, so that more than two
lots are exceptional. Next these classified lots are all packed in separate
wool sheets, with a descriptive tag la be l attached to each, and sto red in the
barn loft, or in a clean dry shed for a few da ys or weeks until it is time to send
them to the wool fair. When a classified lot is too small to $ll one sheet it
is enclosed in another sheet with a layer - of stout paper- between and the
exact contents of that sheet ca re fully descri bed on the label . Small lots and
mixed sheets are always repacked-at the market by the purchaser . There
are slight diffe rences in the method of classifying "wethers" and ewes in
diffe rent districts, but the only terms used a re those al ready described .

It is hardly necessary to add that the wools of two different breeds are
never classed together . For instance, Leicester hogg and Lincoln hogg,
although somewhat similar, a re always kept separate, and even ' breeda so
near akin as Leicesters and Border-Leicesters are not classed together. In
the sub-division of long wool fleeces in awool merchant's warehouse, Leicester
is a lust re and Border-Leicester is a . demi-lustre. Frequently , Border-
Leicester fleeces from districts immediately no rth of Wensleydale . are classed
among full lust res, but such minute discrimination is beyond the average
farmer and only an expert can te ll when it is advisable to depart from the
recognized rule. -
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B ritish Wools, Class Distinction

SOB-DIVIBIONS .

LUS'rRES DOW NS
DEMI-LUSTRES HALFBREDS
"NORTH" SPECIAL

PRODUCERS

Lt1$TRE,--W,ensleydale, Leicester, Lincoln, Cotawold, South Devon .
Damt-LvsTxn,-Cheviot, Lonk, Romney Marsh, Border-Leicester, Blaok-

G : .e, Herdwick, Roscommon, Dartmoor, Devon Long Wool &o .
NoR~x,- ` Galawate ;"; Border-Leicester X Cheviot .
DovVNS,---Shropshire ; Hampshire,. Southdown, Oxford,- Suffolk, Dorset ,

Ryeland, Kerry, Norfolk Dorset-Horn, &c .
HALFHREbB --Blaèkiace X Border-Leicester, Blackface X Wensleydale,

Roscommon X ;Down, Lincoln X Norfolk, Leicester X Shropshire, or any
breed of Lüstre wool sheep or Mountain sheep crossed with a Down p,eep .

(First cross only) . ,
Srncial~,--Welsh Iiornecl,Exmoor, Swa~-dale ; Shetlandj- Iceland, &e .

Annual Fairs and Periodical Sales of British Home Grown Woo l

In order to obtain the best possible prices for small lots, brokers often
rade or elass together, two or three lots of éxactly the same description, an d

In Scotland, wool is not as a rule sold. at annual fairs but sent to regular
wool-brokars who sell it chiefly by auction and charge a commission of 2j%p.
The brokers supply farmers with wool-sheets, warehouse the wool, insure i t

_. .agRinstloae_by fire and issue rinted catalogues to buyers, besides advertisin g

and organizinF; the sale . Tli~ée sale~ké plaat aertain-seasons-and-the-- -

exact dates are published at the beginning of each year. When necessary,

special sales are frequently held between these fixed dates .

in this way make up a suitable quantity of uniform quality a s an extra induce-

mént to bigbuyers . This practlce invariably secures the owners of these small

lots a higher prlce than they would realise if their lots were sold individually .

Brokers also effect large sales privately,both in their offi ces and also bymailing

samples to manufacturers . The system of selling through brokers seems to

answer , very well where the variétles of wool a re not numerous .

Man), large wool growers sell direct to wool merchal.ts and also to Ame-

rican agents, quite independent of the brokers. In some districts private

sales between farmers and wool apents appear to be on the increase .

The system of selling by auction at a broker's warehouse differs in many

ways from selling b y auctlon at a Wool fair. A wool merchant must on no
account be'confused with a general merchant dealin g in wool. General me r-

chants, or village shopkeepers in England and Scotland do not now deal in

wool . " Many years ago they did buy wool from local farmers, but the practice

was most unsatisfactory and strongly condemned . When the "Truck Act"

was passed, it practically made it impossible for shop keepers to buy wool on
the âldlines, and small farmers have sold their wool profitably ever sin ce .

The troubles and worries of the small woolen mills in Scotland ceased at the

same time . In order to give a general idea - of the system of eelling , wQo1

through brokere, it specimen pa$e from-the catalogue of .& well known firm.of

it be f und in the appendix .
brokers in I.elth and Glasgow wI o
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The annual clip in England is sold mostly at the wool fairs, brokers and
buying.agents handling a comparatively small portion . .

Originallx, all the wool sold at English wool-fairs was done by" private
bargain," as it was termed, but selling~p auction has gradually atiperëeded
the old method . There are still some small but Important fairs where auction
,sales have not been adopted and many buyers would not favor a chan ge, still
it is only a question of time before the auction system becomes general . Lei-
cester Fair stood out a long time, but gave way a year ago with improved
results, so that less important places will soon follow .

From a buyer's standpoirit,there is much to be said in favor of,private
sales . When the wool is mdiffeir,ntly classified, or the fleeces irregular, a
buyer has -a better chance of careful examination and of purehasing small,
odd lots below the priçe : ruling that day . Brokers also favor the private
sales, because unsold lots .are handed over to them for dispo®al . .

Making due allowttnce for all the appârently reasonable arguments .in
favor of the old systsm, it does not have the tendency to raise the standard

%of wool growingi nor to imprôvé the prices realised by the fariner. To shear,
roll up and classtfy in accordance with the rules of auction wool faira, . may be a
little troublesome the 8rst year, but it is easier and more satisfactory ever
afterwards . The small farmer is compelled to takèinore intérest in his wôol,
he does his wbrk betterand alivays gets the highest market price laecau~e-
there is no one to banter him down or get the better of him in a aeal . He
also gets ready cash instead of having to wait for a favorable turn of the
market, as he often has to do when his wool has been handed over to a broker .

About two (lays before the fair, the wool is sent or brought-to the sale
room, placed in order and catalogued . Printed catalogues are generally
mailed to buyers who bought at previous sales, but sometimes this is found
iricônvm ént and theyresented-to-intending-buyers-thee a€ternooii-pre--
ceding the sale day, when the wool is exposed for inspection . For the con-
venience of buyers who arrive late, the wool is again open for inspection from
six A.M . until nine A.M. on the day of sale. Sales usually commence at ten
A.M., but in some cases not until one P .M .

The buyers at these sales consist of wool merchants, foreign agents and
manufacturers ; brokers, of course, do not buy . All buyers are skilled wool-
men, well informed on market conditions and they also possess a thorough
knowledge of the various requirements of tlie woolen trade . While inspecting
the wool, they mark suitable lots in their catalogues with the price .they are
dispos;ed to pay, and when these lots are knocked down, they enter the price
it was sold at, whether it fell to tlzem or not . In this way they feel the . pulse
of the market soon after the sale begins .

Although bidding in the auction rooms of these wool fuirs is always brisk,
and often excited, it is conducted more like an ordinary agricultural sale than
the "Colonial Wool Sales" at London or Sydney .

Selling often takes place where the wool is exposed, and you seldomhear .
several men shouting the same price at the same time. Smaller lots, greater
variety and more variations in quality no doubt prevent the "Coleman Street
Style" from being exactly copied. The auctions in a broker's sale room,
resemble Coleman St., very much, because imported as well aa_ home grôwn
wools are sold there . A description of the wool sales in London and Australia
will be found in another part of this report, entitled "Colonial Wool SaYes . "

Another advantage of selling by .auction at Wool fairâ, conàiets in the
trizes awarded for the best wool exhibited, the best condition of the' fleeces,
est washed, and so fortli . The name of the owner of each lot is also printed



in the catalogue; and this togèther with the prize eompetition, creates intense
interest and also'a•:frien~ly rivalry which usually improves tho condition of
wool growing every year.

The interest taken in these wool fairs would eurprise"a stranger . When
the tenta and sheds are open for inspection, they are crowded with farinera
as well-ag buyers, the latter keen, eager and anxious, while the former derives
as much pleasure from the exhibit as if it were a hortioultural or a fat stock
show. " During the sale,only sellers and intending buyers are interiAted.

About Ai lit years ago -a very useful rule was added to those already i n
operation at these auction éales . Whenever a purchaser finds that a sheet of
wool opens up diHerently to the description in the catalogue, it niust be imme-
diately brought under the notice of the auotionner at the close of the sale ;
The auctioneer using ihis - own judgment and also that of an . independent
appraiser, has atauthoity to make a concession to`t he purchaser in accord-

ance with the actual quality, and the prices ruling that day. . The amount
awarded is then deducted from the auction p rices of that particular lot. The
first year this rule was enforced, there were several claisss for concession, but
afterwards such claims wore ha+rdly ever heard of . On .the other hand, wool
merchants" ~a ake â practice of giving the f armer two or three shillings extra for
everyhundred fleeces that open up superior_to the desçription,or above the
average quality: ---Although=there is norecognisedsùle for thie, tner4hanta
are always p leased to do it. No one can help being struck with the-honesty,
fairness and mutual good feeling which exists between farmers and the buyers
of their product in-the Old Country , especially in the sheep indust ry.

As it specimen of thé best system of sel.lin~ small lots of wool from mixed

farmers, a page from the catalogue of the Wellington Wool Sale will be found

in the append►x. Wellington is the centre of theb esi wool producing district

--in-Shropshire ;-and-the annual-wooLfaizthere ie 6onsider_cl a model sale for a

country town .
In Ireland, the system of handling and marketing wool differs consider-

ably frora those of either England or Scotland . The country produces a large

quant ►ty of wool and a somewhat ~►ixed varie.ty from every point of view .
The leading sheep is the Roscommon, and this breed is not only crossed with
Down breeda but ia also used for "grading up" several amaller b reeds. Farm-
ers also crosa other longwool she@p with _ Downs and hill sheep with long -
wools . From a mutton standpoint, the Irish crosses are : often unfavorably
commented on because they produce big fat carcases, but they generally
produce excellent wool . The quantity increases every year, and the quality
has justly earned a high reputation .

Unfortunately their auction sales are not numerous, therefo re most of

their wool is sold pitivately at the annual fairs . Large growers often sell their
wool to"agénts and merchants beforethefairs commence;while others send their

whole clip to brokers . Sti ll such transactions only represent a small portion

of tl ►é wool-grown in Ireland .
English wool merchants are represented at these Irish fairs in large

numbers, aë are also a few manuf act,irers. All these buyers have stands in the
market, await the arrival of the farmers, and, after the wool is examined and

the price agreed upon, it is .weighed and the amount immediately paid over in

cash. Many small farmers have-ao banking accounts, consequently che ques

are seldbtn~ used-in some inarkets . Owing to the great nùmber •of small l0te

sold at Irieh f airs in country totwne, a wool bûyer may often have .to draw from

the ' bauk in one day, £200 in s ilver alone for odd change . - Under these cir=

cumetànces ; it 'avill be seen that wool buyere have much tedious work and
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more trouble in Ireland than they have in England. Although theae . mixed
lots of wool are small, the quality is good correctly deseribed and carefully
packed, and this, added to the happy goo~ humour of the farmer -- makee the
transaction a pleasu re , -even"if the system of marketing - is somaw~nt elow.

The fine soft texture and clean conttition ôf Irish droéiibred 1ong-wool ha
a created a market of its own which the manufa6turer cannot Ovérlook, there-

fore the wool merchant can afford to spend a little extra tl~ne in matching
up and classing. Irish wools yield an average of "5%d inore than _Ehglish ,
and being similar to "North" and Kent wethers, they are often expbrted to
the United States .

One regre ttable featu re of the Irish wool trade, is the fact that a g~ood
deal of it is still handled by sto re keepers in country distri.cts. Them
store keepers buy it by the bag (80 lbs.) ' and pay the farmer in "kirid," the
farmer's purchases of impléments, seeds, etc ., being balanced against the pur-
chases of wool by the store .keeper. = When the annual wool fairà come round,
the sto re keeper tries to class or grade his mixed stock of wool as best-he can .
and sell it to a buyer at the nearest market town . This praetice .of buying
and selling, although common ir many country districts, is obviously most un-
satisfactory, and will soon be discont inued .

Buying and Se ll ing Wool in British Markets

Wool is the sheep farmer's finished material and the mixed farmer's by-
product, therefore it may_justlyhe_termed a finished artiçle from an_agritul-
tural standpoint . On the other hand, it-happens to be the-woolen ; manu-
factu rer's raw material, so that it becomes necessary for the grower to consider

-both-sides of the situation when.diap.osingofahis -of, to the
best advantage .

When investigating the British Wool Market to' ascertain the prospects
and conditions of selling Canadian wool the re , we .` aund that the variety of
wools sold was even more extensive than we were aware of . Any man visiting
these markets for the first time would find that they were much larger than -
he imagined, and also different from what he expected in many waye. Market
operations in raa wool in a f tee country, éxportmg abqut seventy,five per cent
of its textile production, constitute a highly intricate and scientific busineas .
In every phase of wool buying, it is only by expert knowledge u tid3ntensive
specielization that large and prosperous concerns can be run successfully on
such small profits .

The inn.er working of ce rtain details of some of their syeteme ôf aiuying
and selling 3 'not only inte restink but surprising to those whohave . not hithérto
come into direct contact with it. Having elsewhe re described, at, consider-
able length, the marketing organization * of Great Britain we., will now
attempt to explain why_the specializing tendencies of traders in that country`
are invariably successful, and why this t o a great measure , accounts for their
reputation of being sound and reliable .

What is a wool buyer? That seems a very simple question, and anyone
would naturally answer,-" A man who buys- wool : "- An English manu-
fantu rer or a wool broker however, would tell you that it was a question re-
quiring -considerablo explanation, because there are at least fou r different
k inds of wool buyers . The re is the Spinner's Buyer, the Mercbant's . Buyer,
the Commission Buyer, and the Colonial Buyer. :- . •

i



- Fig. GR.-Wool Pack Ready for Filling .
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Fig . 67 .-Readq for Shipping.

Fig. 68.-WoolBarting in Yorkshire.



Fig . G9.--a Typical Lincoln Fleece.

~Y.

Fig . 70.-Aomney-Marah Merino Crosebred . (The Most Popular Sheep in New Zealand .)



The Spinner's Buyer is the least important of the four, He usually holds
some important position in the mill : generally connected with sorting, carding
or combing and fills up his spare time by buying in the home markets. He
only buys t~a exact class of wool he requires for stock numbers, p resent con-
tracts and for prospective orders as estimated . The brokers and merchants
can supply him with any quantity of the exact class or quality he requi re s ,
and when he buys at a woo! grower's sale, he is always ca reful to select some
particular lot which contains the class he can make use of and nothing more .

In this way his only anxety is in market fluctuations and he is always an ex-
cellent; authority on this point .

The Merchant's Buyer has a much mo re difficult task in every way . Not

onl y has he all the responsibility of meeting the serious fluctuations later in
the season, but he is a speculator to a large extent, having to take every

cla ss and description of wool available in h is own line and trust to chance,

opportunity and skillful manipulation to dispose of it . Merchants carry very

heavy stocks, sell at ridiculously small profits, often less than a broker's com-
mission, and depend solely on the erratic demands of the manufactu rer for

their outlet. Only by a huge . tu rnover and by having every department of
his business superintended by a man who devotes his whole time and special
Ptudy to that eection can he possibly hope to conduct a profitable business .

Wool Merchants are of two classes-those who confine themselves to Merinos
and Cross-breds, and those who deal in home grown wools only . The dealer
in home grown wools finds it necessary to speciajize in buying as well as in

selling . For instance, he will keep one buyer for Down wools, another for

Lo n g wools and a third for Mountain wools . These buyers are speciall y

trained experts who devote their whole time and attention to one kind of wool .

When the buying season. is over, they usually have charge of the department

they buy for .
The Commission Buyer is an expert of another type altogether . He is

s eldom found buying at annual fairs, but chiefly confines his operations to

the feverishly turbulent sales conducted in wool exchanges . His services

may be re tained by any one, at a commission varying from one eighth of one

per cent to one and a quarter per cent. He generally has a reserved seat

and wi ►1 always be found in one particular spot, frequently buying for seve Wd

diffe rent firms in one day,--of`ven firms in different parts of the world. Oc-

cn9ional buyers," sometimes instruct him to bid for them when they a re very

anxious to Faure any particular lot, because he knows every move of the

game, and when several men shout the same price at the same time, he has a

special ail•iantage . His is a very intricate business indeed, demandin g speciRl

training and long experience as well as inborn sharpness, foresight, and

nerve power. It is the re fo re impossible to rive mo re than a vague idea of the

comple% work of a Commission Buyer to anyone who has never visited the

Wool Sales in London . training ex~rience
The Colonie? Buyer is still another type. His g

cv -, er a much wider ground thi- .n any of the others and he e.lso possesses, to a

certain extent, the knowledge of all the others without being quite so proficient

as they are in their xwn special subjects . He must, however, possess mo re

than the average initiative and executive ability, as weil as an elementary

knowledge of sh,eep Although his work is varied, an d interesting, his position

is a very responsible one. Not only is his work of buying more difficult, but

lie hasalso to sell on special occasions . In addition to this, he frequently

makes long journeys ii .to the sheep-grazing country, gathering informetion

and "sizing up " the condition and amount of the forthcoming_ clip. Con-
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sidering the millions of sheep in the districts he travels through, it is astonish-
ing how nenr .his eatimates come to the actual number of bales clip ped at the
shearing season . In addition to buying at the various markets ; including the
exchange in Sydney, he often cables "tips" and su ggestions to his employers
who are then buying in London. Sometimes London prices fall below Syd-
ney, and then he is cabled to "se ll out'.' what he has bought before the re •
action may affect the market . At other times when certain kinds are scarce,
and the demand in London unusuall y strong , he will get a cable to buy heavily,
~yet in the face of such orders he will oceasionally eable back advising them to
`let go" while he `.'standseasy," as another cons ignment of the name elase in

supenor condition will come forward in two or three weeks . He is the man
behind the scenes, possessing advance information and knowing exaetly what
string to pull for thci next move . In the slack season it is the repôrts of such
men on which forecasts are based, and foreeasts-influence markets.

The keen; enterprising and ever watchful Argentine Wool . growerr,
possess a staff of experts with their fingers constantly ôrx the fitful and ŸeveriFh
pulse of the Austral ian and London markets while their intelligence depa rt -
ment Rlways knows the right moment to ma6 profitable shipments. Being
nearer to the great central market than their rivals they generally get a favôr-
able start: This is one of the chief reasong  for the phenomenal pro$tess of ,
Argenttna in the sheep industry, and why ;t occupies the proud position cf
being thé second wool producing country in the world to-day.

I
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Description .

Prices of British Wool at Bradford, in 1910 .
I N CENTS PER LB .

Hampshire Teg6 . . . . 27 271 274 28 27 1 27 27 27 27 271 27 27

_ _ _ c-------~ -

Jan . Teb . Mar. Apr. May June July ( Aug. Sept Oct . Nov. 1)eo.

Lincolu Hogs. . . . . . 21 21 21 20 19 4 19} 19} 20 201 20 20 20

Lincoln Wethere. . . . 194 20 20 191 19 18 1 18} 191 20 10% 19} 20

\oti1ngham Hoge. . 22 22 22 21 21 20 20 201 21 ' 20j ; 201 201

Nottingham Wet h

erg. . . . . . . . . . . . 20 201 201 20 191 19 19 ie} 20 V), 20 20

Leicester Hogs . .
-

23 23 23 22 22 211 21 21 22 1 } 211 21}

Leicester Wethers . . 20 201 i4} 20 20 • 19 19 191 80} .2 20}' 20} 2J}

Yorkshire Hogs . . . . 23 1 23 1 231 23 211 21 21 4 211 22 22 22 22

Yorkshire Wethere. . 20 21 21 20 19} 19} 19} 20 21 1.201 201 201

Wensleydale Hogs . . 251 25 1 25 25 24 25 25 26 26 20 26 26

Wensleydale Weth

ers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 221 221 221 `22 22 22 22 22 22 •`i2 22

"," :erth" Hogs . . . . . . 29 29 . 29 27 26 26 26 27 27 261 261 28jt

"North" Wethers . . 24} 241 24 24 23 23 23 23 1 24 23}- 23 1 231

Irish Hogs Super . . . 29 29 28 28} 251 251 251 26 28 1 28 26 2
8 24 24 24

Irish Wethere . . . . . . 28 •20 26 241 24 241 24
224 4} 24}' 24 24 24

Irish lioga 8eleoted. 26 26 26 24 . . 23 1 231 23 1

Irish Wethers . . . . . . 241 244 24 231 22 22 21 221 23 2211 23 22

1 Romney IIS►rsh Tegs 27 27 . 281 281 . 25 25, 28 20 26 264 26 26

Romney Mara h
Wethers . . . . . . . . . 25 25 241 241 23 22 22 23 24 23 1 231 231

Ryeland Teg& . . . . . . 32 32 32 31} 30 30 29 30 30 29 30 30

Rveland Ewes . . . . . 30 30 30 -22} 28 28 26} 28 28 28 28 28

Southdown Tegs . . . . 32 32 31 31 30 30 30 30 20 21) 28 29

Southdown Ewes . . . 30 30 30 29 28 28 28 28 28 28 27 28

Shropshire Pick 26 26 27 27 27 27 27
Ilogs. . . . . . . . .

. . .
29 29 30 28 27

Shropshire Pic k
Wethere . . . . . . . . . 28 28 28 27 26 25 25 26 26 20 26 26

Stafford Hoga Super . 20 26 251 25 241 25 25 25 25 25 25 28

Stafford Wethere. . . 25 25 241 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 24

Halibred Hogs M .C. 25 25 25 24 24 24 24 24 244 24 24 24

Haltbred'R'ethers . . 221 221 221 221 22 22 22 22 2a} 221 224 22

Norfolk Halfbred 24 24} 25 . b 25 24} 24}
Ilogs . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 26 25 241 241

1Vortolk Halibred ~ ~3 23 23 2g
1Vethers. . . . . . . . . 23 23 23 221 221 23 2

Cheviot Hogs . . . . . . 25 25 25 25 25 25 25
1 27 27 271 28 28

Cheviot Wethere. . . 23 23 23 23 23 23 23
1 25 25 251 26 28

S~otch Blackface
lIoga . . . . . . . . . . .

. 141 15 15 15 14 14 id 141 141 141 15 15

Scotch Blaokfaco 14 14 14} 14} 14} 15
Wethera. : . . . . . . . .13} 14 14 141 13 1 13 1

Ilmnpshire Ewes . 26 26 1 27 27 1 27 26 . 26 261 26 261 281 26

Oxford Tegs . . . . . . . 25 241 24 241 244 24 24 24 25 25 25 25

Oxford T:wea. . . ., . . 23 221 221 23 23 221 221 221 23 23 23 23

Dorset Tegs . . . . . . . . 281 281 29 29 29 28 1 28 28 28 ~ ~} ~}

Dorset Fwee . . . . . . . 271 28 28 28 1 28 28 27 1 27} 271 }

Welih Mountain ~
1Vethers. . . . . . . . . 17 171 174 17 1 17 1 19 20 20 sb 20 20 20

\Vclsh Fleeces 8e- 22} 23
lected . . . . . . . . . . 221 22 22 23 221 221 23 23 23 22

3

Welsh Fleeoea Beet . 21 21 21 21 211 211 21 1 211 21 21 1 214 21

Webb Fleeces 20 20 ~} 20 ~ 20} 20} 20} 20
~'cond~ . : . . . . . . 201 201 ?A 20 20 20 20 20

Radnors Bright . . . . 19} 20 20 19 19 19 20

Lonk Wethere . . . . . . 17 16 16 17 17 I 18 18 19 19 19 19 19

Iferdwick Ewes an d
Wethere . . . . . . . . . 13 131 14 144 14 131 14 141 141 14 14 14

Cotswolds average same price as Lincolns .

Dartmoors and South Devons 2 cents less .
Suffolka average same price as Hampehires.
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Colonial Wool Sale s

How they are conducted in London

Great Britain is the wool exchange of the world . Every country with
sufficient wool to export sends it thers to be sold, because there is no import

of the world .

duty to increase its cost when landed or hamper it in any way whatever .
Market organization is excellent{ while the huge turnover makes the selling
expenses extremelÿ low . Shipping facilities are unique, and ocean freight
so low that it only costs Austraha and New Zealand one cent per pound ,
and other wool growing countries proportionately less. BuYers , from every
part of the world flock the re , consequently competition is exçeptionaliy
keen and the highest average prices always realised . Indirectly, British
wool markets have a great influence on the wool markets of other countries ,
while the Colonial Wool Sales in particular directly rule the wool market s

'l.'he great Colonial Wool Sales are held six times a .year in the wool ex-
change on Coleman St., London . These important sales ocaupy. .frôm tell
to fifteen days and take place about the middle of each of the followingmonths :
Januaryl March, May, July, Sept,ember and Novembe r . Originally, the
deseriptive name was quite conect as the only wool sold there came from
British ~ossessions, but now the term is somewhat misleadin~ as large quanti-
t.ies of similar wools a re sent there from Punta Arenas and various other places .
The system of selling differs in certain details from wool sales held elsewhere
in I;ngland, hence we often hoar of the "Coleman St . Style" or "Similar to
Coléman 5t ." whenever excited bidding becomes embarrasing to auctioneers
at smaller and less important sales .

Coleman Street, to a wool buyer or seller in any pa rt of the world, means
as much if not more than Wall St reet does to an American stock broker .
Merchants, manufacturers, brokers and wool growers never utter the words
"Coleman Street" without feelings of inte rest,' either excitement anxiety,
impatience, disap pointment, dep ression or re lieved pleasure . fiTot even
those who a re indi rectly connected with raw wool can afford to ignore the
doings of Coleman Street, while wool growers in a small way a re always better
posted and sell their c lips to%etter advantage by studying the forecasts and
watching the movements of that market . The immediate and direct influence
of prices at Coleman St . affects merinos and crosab reds only, but the indirect
influence bf that market is always more or less felt in other wools befo re the
end of the season .

From our p revious knowledge and also . our recent investigation of the
Colonial Wool Sales in London, we find comparatively lia le similarity to
auction sales of other kinds connected with `agricultur; :, prv di t ee . Every-
thing is so intricate when studied ca refully, that even a grapaic description
on paper would convey very little information to anyone unfamiliar with
it. The huge turnover, excited bidding, furiously quick selling and intense
eagerness, added to the . international character of the sellers and buyers
peculiar to a. free market ; together with the universal influen ce of that market
on the value of wool at that•momant ; . all combine to make these sales unique
in many ways .

A brief description of the system of conducting the Colonial Wool sales
in London may be useful to intending eYpbrters . The wool from Australia,
Africa and elsewhere, either washed or g reasÿ, is skirted and classed before
packing and arrives in .comp ressed - bales, consigned to certain brokers .
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Ships are unloaded at some of the various wharves and the bales a re stored in

large warehouses in that vicinity . Each of the salesis always held in the

sa ine month, year after year, the exact dao of the opening day being fixed
some time in advance and advertised in the usual way. Catalogues are printed

and issued by the brokers the day befo re the sale . . As soon as an - intending
buyer seeurès a catalogue he proceeds to . the warehouses where the wool is

stored and•pl.aced ready for inspection . One bale of each•lot is cut open to

enable an, one to pull out , sufficient wool for ca reful examination. . The

intending buyer after a close examination of the wool, makes notes in his

catalogue to guide him in bidding during the sale next day.
The sale takes place .in one large room in the wool exchange on Coleman

Street, some distance from the Wa rehouses where the wool is sto re d. Selling

begins at 4 o'clock precisely . The room is constructed similar to an amphi-
theatre• all the seats facing the auctioneers desk and rising abruptly towards

the bac k ; so that each row , of intending buyers may see and be seen distinctly .

Auctioneer, broker and clerk take their respecti•Y ct seats at the desk; while

p re ss reporters a re also seated at the front in the ext reme right and left corners .

The densely packed audience is as quiet and sober as a church congregation,

with the exception of a keen, eager look in their eyes indicating the intensity

of suppressed excitement within . The moment the first lot is called - out,
they burst forth in one wild chorus Of yells and howls, and -may continue
shouting and gesticulating . in a frantic manner until that particular lot is

knocked down. For a fraction of a minute there is dead silence again until

you can almost•hear your - heart beat . In that brief moment the buyer's

name and the price of the lot has been recorded. Suddenly the subdued but

clear metallic voice sounds the next number from the desk and immediately

a dozen or more excited bidders leap to their feet, shouting louder than

before and continue those hideous yells and frantic movements for about
twenty seconds until that lot is knocked down and so on. Excitement on

the stock exchange is tame compa red with it, whilst the excitement at a

heated election meeting is mere child's play compa red with the terrific

cagerness dis~layed here . We met an • Australian coming out one c,fternoon
and he said ` We call our wool âales in Sydney the dog fight, but this is the
world's menagerie turned loose . "

Most of this pandemonium is made by foreigners, but the usually. excitable

Frenchman is by no means the worst. Strange as it may seem the generally

stolid German is the most impetuous buyer of all, and yells and shouts louder

than all the others
. Tne Frenchman has a knack of sta rting off quickly,

and his characteristic gestures readily catch the eye of the auctioneer. The

Englishman is usually four.d a row or two further back, and although he is

less
excited and les9 noisy, he has a way of elbowing himself forward beyond

others in the same row, and, thrusting , his rolled catalogue upwards like a

conductor's baton, he also succeeds in attracting attention . The American ,
manGladiator

, alwaysfrowning with the hard set expression
not so loud as tho German by any mea~ns

juin s up on his seat and "hollers", I~

but ~ugt loud enough, and he is fre ckuelo~ thTl~g~g
1$hnaf n, with large

Englishman, be is always keen on choi ce
export orders on hand for,high class goods, must have a certain high grad

e

quahty to produ ce a certain finish . The American wants the pick of Austra lia

because he~ has plenty of low grade crossbred
wool h

littleascouredewool
better is required for blending• Americans buy very shri
but they are large buyeraoef~ ~d ° w°~~eWeT aove

rse.
Fu opean buyers

is of vital importance to th,

0



you may be su re they have figüred on that lot 'ghrinking lesa than fifty per
cent. Germans and Frenchmen usually favor the finer grades, while Belgians
a re keen on smaller lots of the same desc ription.

About four huge catalogues belonging to diffe rent selling brokers are
cleared in one afternoon . Fresh occupants take their places at the desk as
each broker's catalogues are cleared . Auctioneers on this continent who
flatter themselves as being g reat "hustlers" should visit "Co leman St ." and
get an eyeopener in quick selling, because it is quite a common thing to see
100 lots sold in fifteen minutes. F requently, these lots will average upwards
of 18,0041bs . each .

' The wool I;xchange , in Sydney is run on. the game lines as the sales in
London but considering the large quantities offe red, the attendance is com-
paratively small . Important sales are also held in Melbourne, Geelong,
Adelaidè, and Brisbane .

Iri New 2ealand they have six sales düring the months of November and
December, which is the regular selling season . These are held in Wellington,
Napier, Christchurch, Nelson, Timaru and Ivereargill .

The Austrnlian wool sales were ôriginally held with the idea_ that the
grower, in disposing of his wool, should be free from responsib il ity and
should realize upon his work as soon as possible . During the•pas,t ten years ,
however, the re has often been considerable difference between the prices in
Sydney and t dose in London, so that the grower has sometimes actually
realized less by selling at home. The greater competition in London and the
fact that many varieties can be sold which are often unmarketable in Australia
has caused large quantities to be resold in London to the advantage of the
speculator . In 1906 especially, several lots were resold in London at an
enhanced value of tave-ity per cent. Chôice lôts and scarce quantities of
certain classes, requi red early in the season, a re generally in strong demand
at the Sydne y . Exchange, and buyers , from• America, France, German y ,
Belgium, Enqland and even Japan are found the re, eagerly speculating i n
keen . competition . In 1909 and . 1910, the amount of wool sold in Sydney
increased very much, and thia increase, is likely to continue in future for
certain varieties . It is estimated . that neitrly 75 4 per cent of the wool clip
of Australia is now gold at thé centres of p roduction .

Most of the large growers,however, continue to shi p direct 0. London so
that the most , important portion . of Australasian ;:wool will always be sold
there ; not to mention the occasional large consignment resold. This; added
to the yearly increasing quantity of fine wools from other countries, places
Coleman Street in an impregnable position, and there is every indication that
London prices will continue to rule the wool markets of the world to a g reater
extent than ever.





Merino Crossb red wool in Alberta would be similar to Port Ph il ip .
G reasy, (Average to Good) and New Zeâland Greasy (Average to Good)

if b red° correctly . Some flocks would have to Le all Lustre -Crosab reds, and
others all Down Crossb reds, and not a mixtu re of Merino, Lon~gwool and Down
breeds i n one animal, as they are at present in most c~ses . A mikturè of the
three distinct characters and breeds in one sheep makes good inititton, but
the wool is of less value than a siraight crossbred. Flocks in Australasia
and Soûth America àrè b red and crossbred with one fixed object in view and
this results in obtaining the exact kind of wool desi red .

Liverpool Wool Sales

The auction sales held in Liverpool are of a miscellaneous éharacter .
Every description of cheap wools, goq hair and even akins are, offered, as
well as some types of homegrown longwools and down-crossbreds . Sales of
East Indian wools, including both combing and carding qualitiesl a re :held
six times a year, and attract many buyers . The bulk of South American wools
being sold he re is another attraction . Many interesting odd lots of wool are
sent he re by traders in northern Africa and Asia Minor. We were unable
to secure particulars of Palestine wools, but we can give details of the ôthers .
The following list will give a good idea of the prices rulin g in Liverpool last
year . The lowest and the highest prices are given, but the greater portion
of South American wools we re sold at the highest prices quoted here:--

Cents per lb .
EAST INDIA Lowest Highest

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 to 24
Native, white, g rey and black . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 " 13

PERSIAN

Bagdad, white . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 `r 16
Bastard, white and colours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 " 19

F.OYPTIAN -

White fleece . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 It 21
Grey, fawn and black skin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 " 17

TURKE Y

Angora, washed fleece . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 " 19
Angora, pieces and grey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 It 12
Angora, unwashed white . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 " 13
Syrian unwashed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S " 10

PORTUGAL

Oporto fleece . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 " 19
Oporto lambs and yellow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11j " 15j
Oporto black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 " 13

RUSSIA N
Merino unwashed . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . 14 " 16
Donskio fleece ; combing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 " 16
Donskio fleece, carding. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 " 18
Donskio lambs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 " 16

ICELAN D

Fleece, white . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 " . 23
Grey and black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 " 14





REPORT OF LIVERPOOL WOOL SALES.

First flve éedeâ far 1910, in balen :

January March May . . Jul.y 8eptember Bought by

8,650 2,`i00 3,150 4,000 2,400 America.

7,650 4,600 7,100 6,300 6,600 Continent.
15,509 11,124 20,045 18,143 20,389 Home trade .

31,899 18,324 30;296 28;443 29,389 7ota1 8old .

6,377 4,284 6,685 6,514 9,669 Withdrav►n .

38,276 22,608 36,980 34957 39,048 $alee ofYerecl .

(These bales would average 9001be each .)

Skin Wools or "Pu lled Wools"

Every description of skin wool belongs to the fellmongering industry,
as carried on in Australia, New Zealand, South Af rica, America the European
Continent and in Great Britain .

Such wools are divided into four classes.
1st . "Skin" Wools,-Removed from the skin, after fib re separation,

by an application of lime, known as the sliping process .
2nd. "Skin" Wools,-Removed from the skin by a process of

sweating, general_y known as the Mazamet system .
3rd. "Skin" Wools,-Removed by chemical agency, chiefly by

Sodium Suiphide, sometimes known as the Colonial process .
4th. "Skin" Wools,-Separated from the skin by a new electric

process .
SLIPINüt (class 1) This is the old prôcess, and is chiefly confined

to G reat Britain whe re it is generally used on home-grown pelts . In
Scotland, sliping is sti ll popular and great care is exerclsed to prevent
the lime from coming into serious contact with the_wool, but in England
it is rapidly being superseded by newer and mo re improved methods .
In sp ite of every care , lime penetrates the fibre and the wool handles
harsh ând possesses a dull ashen-g rey tint . The operation of washing
is àlways difficult and frequently very expensive . Strong acids are
ofkn ' used to make, sli~led wool take the dye properly, but the "bloom"
is gone and the "dead look is particularly noticeable in blacks.

SWEATINQ , (clas8' 2)-This is still most extensively carried on and
although an improvement on "sliping" is not satisfactory. In France,
whe re this system is well understood and inva riably we ll conducted,
good results are often obtained but even the re the wool fat and yolk is
often extracted from-the fibre , leaving it lean and tender with a most
objectionable slimy feeling. When dyed, the "bloora" is absent an d
the dead look prevails .

-

, CHEMICAL TREATMENT, (class $): This is the only depilatory aYstem
now employed in Australasian fellmongering stations, and it is decldedly
the best. The Sodium-Sulphide process has no inju rious influence on





Estimate of Wool Grown in Great Britain in 1910

Counties .

Lincoln . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .

Yorka,-F. . Riding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Nottingham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Cornwall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

De von. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Gloucester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Oxford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Nort .i uupton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Rutland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Leicester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Warwick . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Kent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Irish Counties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Somerset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Hereford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Worcester. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Stafford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Shropshire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Iiunting.lon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Bedford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Berkshire. . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Buckingham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Cambridge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Herta. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Nbrfolk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Suffolk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Essex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Surrey. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Middlesex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

London . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Hants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . .

Sussex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Wilta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Dorset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Scotch Counties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Northumberland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cumberland . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Durham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Westmorland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Yorks,-N. Riding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Yorks,-W . Riding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Lancashire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Derby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Chester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Monmouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Welsh counties . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Channel Islands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . .

Isle of Man . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Total NIo.ofsheap. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Sheep(1909 )

1,002,177
492,977
207,300
416,722'
914,234
405,149
234,594
424,320
85,714

348,718
285,850

1,013,228
4,133,3 58 .

518,742
392,280
196,382
261,919
657,74 3
91,041
94,464
173,348
207,332
179,268
115,662
532,048
378,857
289,58 3
69,648
21,906
2,54 1

368,500
444,976
491,363
344,814

7,328,265
1,139,864
'83.6,148
266,001
412,991
794701
716,419
341,983 . .
169,046
12b,081
259,224

3,795,342
39,000
61,000

81,8b2,777 9

1

Total Clip

10,375,681
3,943,>z :t3
1,b~l,750
â,917,054
6,899;638
2,808,043
1,b88,609
2,864,160

599,998
2,441,026
2,000,950
7,092,69 6

24,800,148
3,631,194
2,256,495
1,129,196
1,506,031
3,346,4 .58
516,246
566,784

1,040,058
1,249,092
1 ,075,608

693,972
3,192,288
1,894,285
1,213,123
313,414
109,530
15,246

1,858,250
2,002,392
2,214,133
1,724,07 0

36,641,325
6,839,184
3,818,888
1,898,006
2;477,948
4,768,206
4,298,514
2,051,898
1,014,27 8

502,774
1,16fi ;b08

13,288,697
195,000
305,000

170,795,36 1

The weight per fleece is the estimated average weight when washed
before shearing, and not the weight in the g.vase. The Isle of Man and the
Channel Islands are inéluded in this list . The sheep and larabs of 1909
produce the'wool of 1 910 . The estimated numbet' of eheEp=in 1910 showed
a big increase over the previous year. , -
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unwashed .

C,i;,nial woôi has increased during the last few years. The Pûperior condition

of British wâ. 's, and the fact that mutton sheep have decreased in the
Eastern States, are no doubt the chief reasons why this trade continues
good .

They have an impression in Bradford, that Canadian ' sheep , owing to
the severe winter, carry a heavier fleece than the same breed does in England.
In the United States ; they have the opinion that Canadian wool runs a little
coarser than English . We went care fully into these'two questions, and war e
unable to come to any concl nsion. Regarding the . weight of the fleece, the
conditions a re not favorable for a test because it is maintained that an
average of a pound te a pound and a O f mo re wool is obtained by dipping
twice a, year . - TherL is no doubt about this being quite correct, as it is !,lso
confirmed by reports from New Zealand and elsevsrhere . If Canadicn sheep
we re dipped twice a year, and had a little more freedom in winter so that
they could run out and in at will, getting plenty- of E .~ercise and fresh cold
air, a fair comparison would then be possible . At present, too many are shut
up without sufficient exercise and their wool doeâ not receive the attention
it gets in the Old Country . We are inclined to think that the climate might
favor the extra weight of the fleece under improved conditions, but so far,
the re are no means of arriving at a reliable conclusion . . As for the fibre being
coarser owing to climatic conditions, we do not think this is correct .
Canadian wool may be a little coarser, but there are other reasons for this
fact . We have had a few samples of Southdown and Dorset wool from
Canadian b reeders, and the fibre was quit- as fine as English grown. A good
deal of Canadian wool is deficient in lusire, and that can be accounted for by
climatic conditions and feedin g , because lustre varies in diffe rent cotinties in
l:ngland . It varies etill more in diffe rent parts of the United States .

Under the circumstances, we think it would be wise to let such theories
and imp ressions stand in a beyance until the sheep industry of Canada has
been put on a better footing , and farmers have been educated in growing and
handling their wool properly .

While we we re in the Bradford wa rehouses, we examined the "classed"
fleeces from various districts and made a few notes, such as weight of fleece,
quality, etc . These notes have since been put in a list, and will be found at
the end of this chap ter. It must be understood that the wei ght of fleece and
the qûality of wool ' does not exactly represent the , usual weight and quality
of the breeds named, but just the wool we handled and sampled during our
visit . It should also be borne in mind that the - fieeces we examined and
sampled we re not those of first class flocks, ~ but the small flocks of the
ordinary farmer. All these fleeces would be about twenty per cent heaviër





NOTES ON FLEECES EXAMINED IN BRADFORD WAREHOUSES .
(Continued) .

Class --

Norfolk Down . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
" . . . . . . . . . . . .

shropshire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
rr

Oxford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
~r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Harnpehire. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
~r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$outhdown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Dorset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Hereford Down . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Suffolk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
61 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Teg
Ewe
Teg

Ewe
Teg

Ewe
Teg

Ewe
Tegl
Fwei
Teg
Ewe
Teg
Ewe
Teg

Ewe

Norfolk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Shropshire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Oxford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
It . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Hampshire. . . . . , . . . .
u . . . . . . . .

southdown . . . . . . . . . .
rr . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Dorset,Ilorn . . . . . . . . . . .
it

Ryeland. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
it . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Suffolk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
( r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Packing and Pressing

British, Colonial and Foreign Wools

Weight
lbe.

Quality

48e to bOs
48e to û(M
44s to (r1s
44s to Us
449 to bos
44a to ü0s
48e to 508
48e to ô0s
to1 to ms
bOs to b6s
508 to b6s
bos to 563
608 to 56s
aoa to at;g
46a to 6l>g
46s to 6(h

In this chapter, packing must be understood as putting rolled up fleeces
in a wool sheet or sack, and tramping them down, p revious to fastening up
and shipping. P ressing, means putting wool in bales by hydraulic or electric
power . This explanation may seem unnecessary, but "packing" is some .
times a misleading word in the wool trade, as it is often used when describing
the way fleeces are handled by the grower.

Both packing'and pressing in the warehouses of a large wool cent re is
often a business in itself . The men engaged have been specially trained for
the work, and have never done anything else . In a Bradford wool ware-
house packing is always a separate department, and pressingis often a separate
business . Some prosperous firms in that city ruic iarge establishments
containing nothing but hydraulic p resses, and take in work from wool mer-

All the wool shipped from New Zealand, Australia, K)uth Africa and
South Amerioa; to the woôl sales in London, comes in p ressed bales,both

char.ts and brokers a few blockè away .
For the quick despatch of urgent orders in manufacturing districts ,

wool sheets are merely fastened with w a oden "skewers," which ar"e con-
side red more convenient'rn every way. When shipping beyond the Yorkshire
district, the opening of a wool sheet is always sewed up with' usual bale
stitch .

For export purposes, "sorted" English wool is shipped in comp re ssed
bales, and Merino wool is both impo rted and exported in hydraulit;-p ressed
bales. In the great majority of cases however, home grown British wool i s

- exported inthe fieece,-conr.~quently-the-standard-wool-sheet is-used : - Unless .
English wool is both sorted and scoured, it never "opens up" quite as well
when shipped in a precsed bale . Whene Nfer possible, we ll -paëked fleeces in
the regulation wool sheets are preferred .

Merino and fine Crossbred, greasy and scôured. ' These w'ools - are "elas sed"





WOOL SORTING .

D iag . 3.

viag . I .

Titt-t s Sh. .rit

Fig . 72.-Diaqrams showing the Different Qualities of Wool in One Fleece .



WOor. :;uxTI ;\u ,
Diag. 6 .

Diag . G ,

Fig. 73.-Diagrama ehowing the Different Qualitira Of Nool in
one Fleece.



s-PRUCTUKI : OF VIE Wooi. PIBRL .

Fibres of Leicester Nol. x 225 diatueters .

Fibres of Cotswold Wool . x 225 dia rr .:ters.
Showing merlulla with endochrome.

9 c
Fibres of Coarse Lincoln Wool . x 76 dia

meters. A and B Fibres taken from the
shoulder. C and 1) Fibres taken from
the britch .

Fibres of Fine Lincoln Wool . x 22b diamete m

FiR. 74.-These Illn s trations show the Differen+. Characteristics of the Wool of Various Breeds,
Highly Magnified .



S1'RUCTURE OF THE \VOPL FIBRE.

Fibres of Irish Wool (Roscommons).
x 160 diameters.

C B

Fibres of Cheviot Wool. x,26 diameters .

Lincoln- Fibres of ~~r Me x n 250 d~amet~.r
roe~ with

Fibres of x f 2`t5 diameters
. A Wool B Merino

Li
like Fibres. C and DMerino•like Fibres.

Fig. 75 .-These Illustrations show th
Highly biagnfi

ed~ristics of the Wool of Various Breeds,



STRUCTURE OF THE WOOL FIBRE .

Fibres of Oxford Dou•n Wool . x 300 diameters . Fibres of Pure American Merino Wool . x 300
diameters.

Transvcrae Section of Wool Fibre Lincoln Hog).
x 4 50 diameters.

Showing the closeiy packed transparent cells with outer sheath of epidermal scales.

Fibres of Southdown Wool.
x 225 diameters.

B C

Fibres of Australian Wool (Botany). x 230 diarneterP.
A and B. Fibres taken from the best part of the
fleece. C. and D. Fibres taken from the coarser
parts .

Fig. 76.-These Illustrations show the Different Characteristics of the Wool of Various Breeds,
Highly Magnified .



STRUCTURE OF THE WOOL FIRftN' .

Fib" of Pure German Merino Wool (Saxony)
x 225 Diameters .

Fibres of Pure French Merino Wool x
240 Diameters .

Fig. 77 .-These Illustrations show the Different Characteristics of the Wool of Various Brceds,
Highly Magnified.

I





117 -

a "graded" at, the shearing stations by highly paid experts . Then they are
coured and packed in pressed bales of oheap light hemp sheeting, stitched up,
i ooped and branded . The sheeting is light and cheap because - it is merely
," wrapper'+ and not a bag . It is never used again like an English wool
sheet., but tt must be hemp in order to avoid the risk of loose fibre getting
Axed with the wool.

Among Bradford manufaeturei~you will sometimes hear serious com-
plaints of the heavy cost of removing vegetAbie matter from Australian wool .
Recent improvements and new inventioiis in machine ry have well nigh
rompl6t8lyovercome thië diflieulty ; isùt it htss inc reased thé cost of production .
Burrs, seeds and small - fragments of dry grass will - alwayà be more or less
present in the belly and flank parts and occasionally in mo re valuable portions
of the fléece. The frequent droug~tg "and the general dryness of the crimate
produce an énormous quantity of déad ârid withéred vegetation in the grazing
cou~try travereed by the_ aheep, consequently it is impossible to prevent this
from getting' intb the wôol .

The presence of other vegetable matterauch as minute p articles of stitch-
ing twine and eacking,, is only heard of m rare cases in connection with
Australian wool, and tlus will soon be a thing of the ~ast. Mo re ca re on the
part of brokers and buyers in London, when cutt ing the bales open for
examination and also, the general adoption of one of the new devices for
closing the Us will completely overcome this trouble by a llowing easier
examination wilout cutting-either string or wrapper .

Greasx wools a re cavefully "skirted" in addition to being fairly clean
to start with and the saving is about 20% in weight . The great bulk of
:iferino wool, however, is shipped scoured, and this reduces the original 4eight
50%. The- reason for pressing is to reduce the bulk in the hold of the ship,
as well as the space in the railway wag$on. The wool in the press, measures
12 feet deep 41 feet long bnd 21 feet wide . When the p ressure is turned on
the depth of 12 feet shrrnks to 22 inches . Then the wrapper is stitched an ~ .

the hoop n fastened . When released from'the press, the bale expands about
two inches, so that pressing reduces the height of ti bale by ten feet. The
length and width, of course ; remains the same . Wool p resses vary in dimen-
sion, but this is a popular size and a fairly good example.

The total cost of bringing wool from a warehouse in Australia to a ware-

housè at the London -docks, is only one cenh per pound. From Cape Town

and Buenos Ayres the fre ight is about three quarters of a cent . This low
rate is the result o~ expert knowledge and careful organization .

Wools from India Persia and even Ruasia are shipped in compressed
bales and, unfortnnatefy, very inferior jute wrappin o is often used . Being
a cheap grade of wool, this commoiz hessian wrapper is reluctantly tolerated,

but manufacturera strongly object to jute wrapping~for better clasawools ,

Asiatic 4ools are always dry , and dusty ,and contain a large proportion

of broken fibre . This together with the fact that Eastern sheep are often
diséâséd, makés the ris~cof Anthrax very-great- -Special-precautiona~gainst _
this risk are strictlyenforced in British millsJ and an Act of Parliament was
passed in 1901 eapréëslyfor-dealing with-this-danger, --Notwithstanding a1t
this care and legislation thére are sti ll odd cases of sorters being treated fo r

the first nymptams of Anthrax . There is scarcely any -4-1, of this di an

ni British and Colonial wools . °

11883-0



- ---T'në cost of a meium-sixecl-ltydratiuiic-press; with-cam 's .--

Presser and Box . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,200 . 00
Electric Motor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160 .00
Regulating Valves . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00
Switches, etc . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00 .

Pumps. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . =1 ;250 .00

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 620 .00

The large-pre .ses used in Australian stations or "factories" cost consider-
ably more . Really good second hand presses can often be picked up in York •
shire for $400 complete .

Alight simple, press for theconvenience of small woolgrowers , is frequently I
ïisëd in Anstra li an gfatiôns néarer the oasC ThiQ tÿpé of press is very useTuT
and inexpensive .

Illustrations, prices and all other particulars will be found in the advertir-
ing pages of any Australi,rn agricultural journal .

Wool Sorting

Classing by the wool grower and "grading" and "standardizing" by
the wool merchant, must not be confused with sorting in the mill .

The main object of wool-sorting in the mill is the classifying of the stapks
of the fleece according to length, fineness, soundness, color &c . The operation
is absolutely necessary owing to the great variation in the wool grown on
different parts of the fleece . This variation is far more marked in the wool
of British breeds of sheep than in any other sort . Especially is this the case
in long wools, lustres and crossbred types. Merino cross-bred wools have
rather less variation, while pure merinos vary so little that they can almw t
bo used in an unsorted condition , after being "skirted," "loojCed-over" and
classed at.the shearing stations.

If fleeces we re used in their natural state faulty yarns would not only
result•, but the woven cloth would alryays,be imperfect and sometimes un-
-ightly, owing to the impossibility ôf suiting the subsequent mechanical
process to the several types present: -- Correct sorting yields â profitable
series of qualities and enables the maximum value to be obtained from each
fleece . The . number of qualities obtained is greatest in English fleeces, as
individual lots often differ widely in type ; moreover, the fl eeces clipped from
the same b reed of sheep in different districts vary to a still g reater estent .
Another thing to be conside red is the fact that English fleeces a re not"skirted"
like Australian .

Partial "so rt ing" is done•by wool merchants for "top making," and also
in a lesser degree when esporting standardized wool in comp ressed bales,
but complete sorting, in the true serse of the word, is done in the mills only,
by thoroughly trained and experienced sorters .

•Sortir:g in the worsted trade differs somewhat from so rting in the woolen
trade . The extent of sorting for worsteds does not always depend so much on
the number of the sorts the fleeces will naturally yield as upon the type of
"top" it is requi red to make . Firms who spin the tops they make themselves,
have standards of quality higher than , those who are top -makers only,"there,
fore they sort-mo re thoroughly and in a mo re exacting fashion, In a similat
manner, makers of tops for high-class yarns, especially fine lustres make
mo re and truer qualities than top makeis for serge, medium coating and



-hciinry-yarns;--Owi.ng--to-guoh-numerous-variatièns,-it-is=impossible-to-in---
dicate accurately the sorts made and the exact positions they occupy on the
fleece, but diagrams of six examples will be found on another page :sufficient
to convey a general idea to a wool grower. The numbers on various parts
of the fleece are based on the counts of spun yarn the wool is expected to yield.
The position of these numberfi will be found on diagràms 2, 3,'4, 5, and 6 .
These are the trade standards as they are understood by wool merchants
and spinners everywhere, and even by some wool growers in Australasia
and Great Britain .

To enable farmers who havé hitherto given little attention to the
different qua ►ities of various sections of he fleece, and also to enable them
to appreciate the value of well classed wo^l for profitable marketing, both et
1 ie and abroad it is ~ierhaps necessary to submit a simplified die ram .
1on ,
Fôr this pur ô~a-desenptive-diagram-from-the lectures nf rofe-ësor- w-

and variations of - fibre on one fleece will be found on diagram 1, whic h
inan to young students, has been adopted . Details of the different qualitiés

contains no technical terms . This diagram represents a fleece of English
lustre wool laid flat upon the sorting table, so that the various qualities of
which it is composed can .be clearly seen .

The difference in quality between fibres from one part of the fleece and
another is so great that a large number of "sortings" can be . made, the
number depending upon the general character of the fleece and also the
particular purpose for which the sorter intends it to be applied .

Diagram I shows the position of the various qualities of wool on
the fleece of a Border-Leicester hogg, but similar relative positions hold good
in .all kinds of longwool fleeces . A sorter would seldom divide a Leicester
fleece so minutely, still this diagram exactly represents the diffejent qualities .

The finest and most even grown wool is always found on the two
shoulders about the positions marked AA. In some fleeces this quality

extends more - into E and BB. and F than in others, and the quality of the
wool atrBB is not very much inferior, although rather stronger and coarser .

Theai two qualities would be called in the woollen trade picklock and prime
or chaice, while the wool found in the position C is frequently finer in the
staple but shorter than AA or BB, and apt to be more defaced by irregular
or coloured -hairs . When free from these defects it forms asuper quality .

The qualities D and E shade, into those on each side of them, and as they
form the apex of the neck and shoulders they are less deep-grown or close in

the staple than A or .C .- The quality F closely resembles BB, into which it
shades, and for many purposes, especially for spinning down ; A, B, E, and

T , are frequently used as one quality . In Bradford the wool from the
<houlders and neck is usually called "blue" or "fine" matching, according
as the quality of the fleece may be . In an ordinary Leicester fleece it would

be "blue " . matching, and would spin to 40's . If however, the fleece was of

a superior qti•°' y ,~ueh as a Be fiKent selected for quality, it would make

" fine " matching, and would spin to 42's or even 44's . If the fleece was a

!;trong Lincoln or Gloucester, it would probably only be clas:ed as "neat"

rnatching, and would in that case spin no further than 36's . Passing beyond

F backwards on to the flanks of the sheep the wool becomes long and coarse,
the best being found in the positions marked GG, and this would make what
is called "brown" matehing'or drawing ,which would not spin higher than
32's, even in fine selected fleeces of Eng~~sh wool, and in many not so high,
At H and I I the coarsest part of the fleece is reached, where the wool grows

in large looks with long coarse hairs . The 1 . tter is called the "breech" or
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" britch'-' and-can_only-be_used_f2r very çonrse _yarns_and low. numbers not
spinming higher than 26s, oven when the fleece is comp~~râtive y fine n the
other parts . Sometimes it is also called "say cast ." • From the extremities
of I I there is often taken a lower quality still, which is called "tail" or even'
"cow-tail," from the resen,blance which the hair possesses to the strong Juft
growing at the end of the cow's tail, and of course this can only be used for
the very lowest numbers . There are usually also a quantity of hard lumps,
consisting of matted fibre and dirtt which have to be cut off with the shears
by the sorter and are called "toppings ." These are smaller in proportion as
the flock is well tended and the seasons fine. In the ordinary English fleeces
all these qualities are long enough to be combed ; but just round the edges of
the fleece, in the positions marked J J and K K, and at the farthest ends of D
and C C nearest the head we have a very short-stapled wool which grows i n

- small-tuft$-or-staples-cafte(l"shorts"or_"_brokes,"and_which ._isusedloz_
carding . In quality they correspond to the longer wools with which they are
associated in the different positions on thé body . They are usually divided
into three qualities, which correspond to the blue or fine matching, the neat
matching, and the britch . The finest, which are derived from the extremities
of D, C C1 and the position K, are often called "super" or "downrights ."
Those which row on the position J J, especially the forward part, are called
"middle" or `seconds ;" and those from the extremities of J J riearest to I
are called "common" or "abb ." When the fieece is cross-bred, and even in
some cases where it is not, there is always a tendency to the production of
"keinps" along the skirt, but specially at the parts marked K K and the
extremity nearest the head . The kemps occur in the combing wool
most frequently in the region of the tail, in the part marked H .

The difference between the qualities of wool, both in position and
quantity, differs very much even in aheepof the same breed, as each sheep
and fleece has its own individual characteristics which must be considered in
addition to the influence of variations in pasture and shelter .

When one considers all these variations and numerous qualities, it will
be realized that wool-sorting is not only a highly intricate and skilful opera-
tion, but absolutely necessary for profitable and .satisfactory manufacture .
The importance of careful classification by the wool grower, and of grading
and "standardizing" by the merchant must not be over~ooked as these
operations greatly facilitate correct and successful "sorting" in the mills .

The top of the sorting table in a woolen mill closely resembles theclass-
ing table in a woolgrower's âtatior, but otherwise it is quite-différent . The
sorter's table is fitted underneath with screens, draft channels, fans, dust
separators, etc ., but as these things have no particular interest for farmers
and woolgrowerà, a detailed description is quite unnecessary.

The method of sorting English wool appears quite simple, yet it requires
experienced workers under the frequent supervision of an expert overlooker .
After opening out the fleece by unloosing the band of twisted wool with
which it is bound, the next operation consists in dividing it up the middle
from tail to neck portion . . This goes on, fleece after fleece, until a pile of half
fleece is left on each aidè of the sorter. . Then these half fleece are shaken one
by one to remove loose dirt, dust and detaci .cû pieces. Whenever kemps
and grey bits are noticed, they are immediately removed and kept separate :
Brand bits are first pulled away, next the shorts, and afterwards commencing
at thé britch, each particular quality is pulled away and thrown into separnFa
baskets .



Thèse sorted qualities are always kept separate afterwards, each being
ûëd fr â diffe~ purpose . Be fore sorti n, so eç ed I2=pnncl Reece migf~ï
cost, sây 25 cents per pound but after sorting, these separated qualities will
sometimes vary in value from 4 cents to 40 cents per pound . Eventually
when this wool is manufactured, the .low qualities will be used in the coarsest
and cheapest rugs, while the best qualities will be used in high class suitings .
Intermediate qualities are used for various purposes, but in every case carefùl
sorfing is imperative .

A thorough knowledge of sorting is of little use to a wool grower, but
some idea of its uses and importance will always be found advantageous when
marketing his annual clip . It also has the effect of inducing him to take more
care of his wool generally .

Wool Sorting

(Final ' Stage in the Mill) .

WORSTFD QUALITY TERMS-ENGLISH MATCHING .

r' Fine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .say 44's from shoulders .
" B l u e " . " 40's " neck.
"Neat" " 36's " middle of sides and back .. . .
"Brown" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 32's " haunches.
" Bntcll " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I . 24's hind legs .
"Cowtail" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 18's legs-extra coarse .
"Downrights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 40's " shorts from neck .
"Seconds" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 32's " belly .
`° Abb ". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 24's " haunches and legs.

COLONIAL CROSSBRED AND EN GLISH TERMS .

10's . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . equal to 56's topmakers' quàlity .

9's . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
I r it 50ra u It

8's . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . It rr 46's It I
t

rr
. . . . . . . . . .7's C

. " , , , . . . . . . .

'r 40'8 is it

7's P . . . . . . . . .
rr rr .4d's _ !` it

. . . . . . . . . . .
6's . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., "

rr 36,s rr ,t

5's
rr 32rg rr rr

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Longer shorts are often available from hogg fleeces, which are a quality
bétter and termed Pick, Super, Extra Super or-Selecte~d .

MERII30 QUALITY TERMS .

.Mérinos are usually known by the recognized juality - numbers (60's

64's, 70'a, etc .) to whicli is added " Ordinary, " Super, Weft; or Warp,

according as the quality is very long and uniform ; or suitable . for warp as

against weft purposes .
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WOOLEN QVALiTY TE`RMB .

rr Picklock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from shoulder .
r r" P r i m e " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " sides.
"Choice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ." middle of back .
" S u p e r " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ." middle of sides .
"Seconds" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " lower part of sides.
r' Do\vnrights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " neck.
«Abb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " hind legs .
" Britch " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . It haunches .

Transportation Rates in England

-RATES ON wOOL-BffWEEN-MARKET TO\fN$-AND-BRADFORD-

I

Birmingham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ito Bradford . . . . . .
Wolverhampton . . . . . . . . . . . . j 1 1

Shrewsbury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Leicester. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i
York . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . .. . . . . . . . .

. Lincoln. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. Derbv. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Northnnipton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .i
Birkenhead . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ex Ship London . . . . . . . . . . . .
Newcastle. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hull . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Nottingham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
C a r l i s l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . .Durham. . . . . . . . . . . .
Dumfries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Glasgow. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Preston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Lancaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sheffield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$5 .80 per ton C . b D'
5.62
6 .52
6.36
3 .39
4 .64
6 .04
6.61
3 .39
6.43
4 .65
3 .21
5.00
5.61
5.18
0.34
7 .50
3.86
4.07
3 .39

I 1
/f

n

~ .

Rate on wool from Bradford and Leeds to F . O . B . steamers Manchester, : ie $3 .21 per ton
weight, collected in Bradford and Leeds .

RATES ON WOOL, OPEN SEASON, FROM F. O . B. STEAMER MANCHEBTER :

To

Philaclclphia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Montreal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Toronto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hamilton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
London. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Almonte. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Winnipeg : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Guelph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Pressed

u

Half Presse d

13 .39 55.36
4.33 6.40

C.L. L.Q.L. ~ C .L. I L .C .L .

3 0.01
10 .42
10 .20
6 :30
15 .91
9 .81

(\l'ool Rnw) . . . . . . ~

$10.42
10.80
11 .18
6 .73
24 .49
10 .42

$11 .79
12 .60
12 .37
8 .47

11.79

$12.60
12.97
13.39
8.90

12 .60

Unpressed

$7 .60
7 .64

C.L. I L .C .L .

$12 .67
13 .69
13 .46
9 .65

29 .65
12:8$

$13.69
14 .06
14 .48
9.99
35 .62
13 .46



AVERAOF RATES ON Ÿv00L FROM AU31`RALIAN PORTS TO LONDOV .

Wool (greasy) I cent per lb . plus 6%Q fôrinsurance and Inci~tal exp i-Il seâ. ---
« • « « rI ,(

Wool (scoured) It " " " " 1) %Q
The above rates fluctuate according to the tonnage on the berth .
IMPORTANT :-Quotations are per ton of 2,0001bs.

No•rE:-C.L . : Car Load. L.C.L . : Les, titan Car Load. C. & D. : Col-
lection and Delivery :

Serious Faults in Preparing Wool for the Marke t
and how they were corrected .

Elsewhere in our report, we often refer to the good organization of

---Britl'"sh mnrkéts gétterally-and-the -excellent méthocls-of-handling-wool-ihe~v,------
We have also referred to the great care taken in preparing wool for tht
market and, what may appear to a few, the somewhat exacting requirement s

of inerchants and manufacturers .
This may give some the impression that all British farmers are uaturalt;

orderly and systematic, but such is not the case . Good rules and regulation :;

strictly enforced undoubtedly create good habits, and when good habits are
once formel it is sometimes inconvenient to breA away from them . To n
great measure this is the case with the British fariner, but the chief reason is,
that he was first taught to handle his wool properly and having once made
a good start, he found that it paid him better to d 3 it the right way than th e

wrong way.
The fact cannot be denied that there are still it few careless woolgrowers

in the O1d Country to-day, in spite of the general good record . A. few

small farms run by retired mariners and city mer, as a hobby, frequentl y

evidence the need of a sharp reminder. tllthough. British wool is handled
better to-day than it has ever been before, as recently as twelve years ago ,

carelessness m.this respect suddenly became so serious that it threatened the
prosperity of the whole woolgrowing industry of the ~wuth of England . Some
young farmers in the Southern counties who gave most of their attention t o
wheat growing and sporting, and treated their live stock as a side line, were
the first to show signs of gross carelessness in rolling up their fleeces . This

rapidly spread to nelghboring t•ounties until a few of the local wool fairs were

a ►most, aeiuurau.xu .
Sa serious did this become in the short spaçe of four years that the

Bradford Chamber of Commerce was compelled to appoint a committee t o

investigate and report on the aubject, and - als0 to ]llake recommendation

to the woolgrowers . Fortunately the indignation of dealers and mauu-
facturers was so âtzong, and the revised rules so strictly enforced that nearl y

all traces of care lessr^'° e stamped out witlwi e,ghteen months . 'T'üc
appointed by the` Chamber of Couuiterce

communication of ..'ru
a

is so practical and .. .uable that we procured a prmted copy, an extract from

which is here presented :-
The following is the summary of the conclusions of the Committe e

referred to:"For many generations it was the pride of the British and Irish agri-

culturista that their wool was 90T, up for the market in s manner superior t o

that of any other country.
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"In their early efforts to arrive at this pre-eminence our ancestors obtained
the assistance-of ahe_law,_alld an Act of Henry VIII . provided that `no
person shall wind or cause to be wound in any~ieece âny wool not be ing
sufficiently rive red or washed, nor wind nor cause to be wound within any
fleece clay, lead, stones, sand, tails, deceitful looks, cots, lambs' wool, nor
any other deceitful thing whe reby the fleece may be more weighty, to the

deceit and loss of the buyer."

--- ---The-penaltysor_ infringment of this Act was 6d . per- fleece, which was
raised to 2s . per fleece by an Act of George III.

Many years ago these Acts were repealed, along with some others which
we re obsolete . So ingrained had become the custom of getting the wool up
in the most desirable manner, and there was , so little trouble arising upon
this head that the wool trade allowed the Acts to be repealed without a
murmur and the custom since their abolition has been for all practical
purposes precisely what-itwas-befôr+e .-A-ecidents-*ill-alrrayThâppen-rthere---
will always be some ca re less shepherds and probably fhei t3 will always be
some growers who cannot resist ' the temptation of se ll it o dirt at the price of
wool, but the general bulk of wool-growers Lave hitherto produced their
wool for sale in a c reditable manner, and in a manner which is the only one
that can be described as the `custom of the trade . '

During recent years, however, a new spi rit appears to have been c reeping
in, and' practices have been indulged in which have resulted in friction, and
sometimes law .

Some of these practices must be put down to the unfortunate anti-
sheepwashing agitation which was got up some years ago, and which although
emphatically condemned by the trade, has left behind it a legacy of trouble .

Another cause is probably to be found in the long continuance of low
prices . It is asked by some farmers, `What is the use of our taking so mu ch
pa ins upon an article for which we get so little money? '

This kind of argument produces â:feeling of despair in the mind of the
trader in domestic wool . Low prices a re by no means confined to the wool
trade. Butin other trades both producer and customer a re looking around
in every di rection for any likely means of improving the commodity and are
trying to help each other in working them out . In the wool trade, 'however,
the new school seems to be saying, `Prices are very low, let us therefore,
deliver the wool in worae condition, and so reçoup ourselves.' Ana so instead
of their helping to fight the ever-inc reasing competition, we have the singular
spectacle of the producers of an article doing their best to hamper and incon-
venience the other branches of the trade .

It is well to keep in mind the state of affairs as regards competition in
wool . Leaving out the mountain wool, such as Scotch black-faced which`has
a market of its own, and reducing all- the wool TO the absoluOy clean or
scou red state for purposes of comparison, the following is the production of
competing wool,-

United Kingdom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.

. . . 90,000,0001bs . washed .
Australasia and River Plate . . . . . . . . . . . . 262,000,000 " "
Mutton is now the dominant factor in the wool trade, and is transforming

our long-wooled flocks at homo into halfbreds . In the Colonies and on the
River Plate mutton has given a f resh impetus to the growth of similar wool .
What is more, the promise of futu re increase in this direction appears to be
boundless.



In 1898 the Argentine alone bought 6 ,032 stud sheep from this country
,t a cost of £94,323 and in the imports from that country may be found wool

vhich will compete with almbst any cla ss grown in the British Isles .
When to this it is added that almost everything is done by the grower

ibroad to make his wool acceptable in the eyes of the European consumer,
t does seem the height of folly that we should, by our own slipshod work,

be doing our best to give the importers another point or two in the com-

petition .
Thisisessentiallyafarmers'questionfor-itcannotbe-tooclearl}cunderatood

that the user will soon tire of it . If the practices complaii►ed of become
general, and the growgr insists upon treating his wool as a by-product which
is not worth any care, the inevitable result must be that the British manu=

factu rer will give i nc reased attention to the vast quantity and choice of im-

ported wools, which are free from. the faults complained of, and in which

business is so easy to manage . The trader asks for nothing new. or arduous .
All he requires is an onesi adhetelrce to the best traditions of the past, i f

lie is to do his share i.n preserving the pas,, pre~minence of the native product .
To do this the trader expects the grower to observe the following po ints,-

(1) The sheep should not be allowed to run too long after washing be fore .

bein g clipped, as this means in effect getting the wool back into g reasy

condition.
(2) Nor should theybe clipped while wet, as this takes away the liveliness

f rom the fibre and causes the wool to ro t .
(3) They should- not be clipped in dirty places, such as barns littered

with chaff and straw and other matters which get into the staple, and cause

endless trouble- and annoyance . The cost of this fault to the user is se rious,
as it is often impossible to get this fore ign matter out without the use of

chemicals .
(4) When thè fleece is wound, no clags of earth or dung should be left

on the fleece nor put in whilst winding.
(6) _No looks, tailings, skin wool, blaA , or cots should be wrapped up

inside fle`eceg, nor greasy wool wrapped up inside washed fleeces .

(8) The fleeces should be tied up with bands made by twisting a po rtion

of the fleece itself : Strings eamposed of vegetable matter, such as hemp,
jute etc ., are bad, and ought not to be used .

The most careful manipulation by the manufacturer often fails to detect

small p~ ieces of string, which do not ~make their appearance until the cloth is

dye'd, becaüse•the dyes which are required for wool will not do for vegetable -

matter. Pieceâ of cloth a re often damaged in this way to a very aggravating

extent.
All the farmerà of the United -Kingdom can tie up their fleeces with

wool bands, and have done so for generations, with the exception of a few

western . and southern -counties . In the lattèr therer is not only a perverse

adhe rence to the use of string generally, but an amount of ingenuity in ùsing
the worst kind of string for the purpose, such, for instance, as reaper or binder

twine which in any other trade would be called wanton mischief. . -

Even our greeit competitors at the River Plate have opened their .eyes to

this evil, and they do net forget to advertise to the public that their wool is

thoroughly skir4d and without strings . . I - 1 .

In ~ round figures; the total average production of wool in the : United

Kingdom for many years has been 138,000,0041bs . per annurn, The amount

of this exported has been 20,000,OOU lbs . per annum .



Probably not one bale of this ;-wool could have been expo,k~ted unlcss it
had fulfilled the conditions specified above . Our best custôme~ ia.tho trnited
States of America, whose manufactu rers cannot affôrd to pây 5id; pér lb.
duty on dirt and dung, and whose labour is too costly to be wasted on picking
out chaff and strings .

One satisfactory outcome of the discussion is that the auctioneers of
wool have met the Wool Trade Committee, and have agreed with them u.pon
a definition of what constitutes "unfair packing .'" A large quant'ity o f

------our-clip-is now sold by auction, and it is obvious that in these cases a thorough
examination of the msvies of the flee ce would simply stop business . . The
wool has hitherto been bought, therefore on the well-known basis of condi-
tion w' icb has so loi~g been the custom of the trade . By the new conditions
of sale the n cctic ; Leers will reserve the right to make allowances to the pur-
chaser ;or any ol amage arising from such practices as are condemned in articles
4 and 5 of the Wool Committee's Report . "

-Th~ --ci-rculntion-Df-the-Committee'-s-report~-acted-lika-magic,and-twc
~easons aftervards the wool was placed on the market in better condition
than it had fsver been befo re in the history of the trade .

"Tub Washed" Wool

Tub washing, as it was understood a century , ago, that is washing
flecces in a tub, resulting in the coarse hairs of the britch becoming mixed
with the fine wool of the shoulder, would be 'unthinkable today . Mixing

the diffe rent sections of a fleece in the process of washing ruins the value of
tlie wool and renders it quite unsuitable for modern manufacturing purposes,
because it makes correct sorting afterwards impossible .

This antediluvian system of washing wool is practically extinct in G reat
Britain . Small crofters ir, the Hebrides still scour their wool by hand in
tubs or troughs, for use in the manufactu re of Harris Tweeds and other kinds
of handloom woolens, but it is always "skirted" or sôrted to some extent .

Even in the old primitive days, when crofters we re somewhat careless with
the wool they sent to the handloôm weaver, the britch and belly wools were
kept separate . Ever since the cottage industry associations have inte re sted
themselves in "' Homespuns," an improved system of sort ing has beeome {

general . The same remark applies to Donegal and- Connemara Twetd,
woven on handlooms in Irish cottages .

The peculiar irr4+gularities and characteristic "blemishes" so noticesble
in Harris and Donegal tweed!~ are not the result of bad sort ing or careless
tubwashing, but of theprimitive method of carding, spinning and weaving .
These erratic blemishes a re really the most attractive feature of Homespuns,
because they stamp them with the "hall-mark" of genuineness and make
them unique. The same results cannot be obtained with power-driven
machinery in modern mills .

Tub-washing not only means a loss of about 40% in shrinkage to the
farmer, but it also destroys the yolk . When sheep a re washed bèfore shearing,
a certain amount of grease is bound to come away with the dirt, but the most
valuable part of the yolk next the skin is notlost, while the shrinkage is only
about 20% . Whenever the wool merchant finds we ll preserved "suiint" or
yolk in the fleece he is never afraid of, cotted wool .

There is no place for tubwashed wool on the English market today and
well equipped woolen and worsted factories would not tolerate it . Even
manufactu rers of heavy blankets , and owners of factôries turning out coarse



hosiery, inforiinéd - us thât they never had any "tubwashea" wool 'offered
them now, and competition was too keen to be bothe red with raw mate rial
handled in 'suoh a primitive fashion. A manufacturer of cheap serges said
he had heard of tubwashéd wool many yeara ago, but had never ' seen any
and did not know any manufactu rer who had evei used it. Well classeJ
fleeces or wool scoured after sorting, was all he used . "A uniform finish,"
he saia ,'`is just as necessary for cheap goods as ior better class goods . For
large contracts'especially ; èareful and correctly eorted wool is very important
because every f resh delivery must be exactly -ch.e same as the last . We alf
have to"put up with a certain amount of worry and anxiety in selling , but we
cannot afford to have any unnecessary'trouble with our raw material in these
keen, price-cutting days . "

Wool merohants and wool brokers told us that "tub washed" wool was
ancient' history as manufactu rers now insisted on having even the scoure d
t carefu11 , - lassed and sorted while skin wool was graded in1he pelt andaas S . ,
sortsd in pulling .-The-olily-wrool-washing-done_hy_English~armers takes --

place about a`week before shearing .

Shoddy

(Description of the industry and it's relation to wool growing . )

CLASSIFICATION .

The term "5hoddy" is generally applied by the uninitiated to every

description of re-manufaetu red material, whi le some even go fa rther and use

thN termfor wooleu goods containing a portion of waste wool, and infe rior

noil. Although shoddy is the term most f requently used, those more

intimately acquainted with the industry classify the various kinds of re-

manufactu red materials under the following names :-Mungo, Shoddy,

Extract, Flocks-and Wastes .

BASIS .

Rags .alone do not constitut+: the basis of re-manufactured materials of

this descrlp tionl as many'people are led to believe. Although rags form the

greater bulk of it, shoddy Is also made from wastes, inferior noils and tailors'

clippiligs . Ready-to-wear clothing factories now supply the rag market with
many thousands of tôns of clippings every yeari so that less rags go into

shoddy now ahan -formerly . Some years ago, tallors' clippings were nearly

all used up in kitchen heal th rugs, known in the trade as Beam--Rugà

but such rugs a re not fashionable now and the few still used are made enti rely

from cast off military coats . All tailors' clippings now go into shoddy and

mungo, the light in the former and the dark in the latter . The new burring

machines for removing vegetable matter from fine wools, provide the shoddy
mills with a largé quantity of broken fibres and other wastes . Large quantl-

ties of carbonized wool and fellmongers' waste are also used . The remainder

chiefly'colisiats of hosiery rags, such . as stocking legs. All these fibres are

short, but they have good feltmg properties
. Mungo is made up principally

of worsted rags, and the fibres are lone ~falde stga~ S the long clean bright
nairied: It would surprise many people y

fibres that are turned out as mungo
. Extract is me Iv the wool extracte d

from union rags.



HOW IT 15 MARKETED .

Outside the districts where rag -grinding and carding is carried on, - little
seems to be known about marketing the raw material~ for re-manufactured

by the workin g classes who finally converted them into raga . Today, the

goods . Still it is a highly systematized business, and in many ways surpasses
other branches of the textile trade for skill, sound judgment and technical
knowledge . Most rags,are first sold by the housewife to the peddler, who
takes them to the "11~iarlne Store" or "Junk Shop." There, thèy go through
some preliminary sorting; cottons are separated from woolens, and linings
are torn out and separated . They next pass to -a regulâr rag-dealer who
collects these small, partially ëorted lots and subjeots tl :eni to a thorough
sorting, matching and classing.' They are next handled by a large merchant
or exporter who fumigates them, packs`thetli in .compreseed bales Under
some standard mark, and shil5s them to the wc, d'â rnarkete. By&time
they eventually reach the sale rooms they have passed through many hands .
- NoL being familiar wih~e rag--markets-on-the-Huropean-Coniinent

; we will confine ourselves to what we saw in the Dewabury'► sale-rooms. The
bales are catalogued with a smartness and preéision thât would do .credit to
the wool sales in London or Sydney . , Everything is well regulated and busi-
nesslikel and although competition Is-very keen the assembled buyers are
less excited and less noisy than those we are famil'iar with in' wool exehanges.
The auctioneer's comnissiomnever exceeds 21% but that is hi~h compared
with the i}% commission at wool sales, where the work is ten times harder.
The skill of the buyers astonished us . No wool buyer at Coleman Street is
more familiar with the marks and b rands of the Australian Stations than the
Dewsbury men are with those bales of rags . They are even quicker than the
best wool judges to recognize the origin of any material brought before them,
and more prompt in deciding ;its value. They have beén trained`to this
work ever since they left school, and no sooner is a lot-of mixed samples
placed before them, than they can instantly pick out French, Belgian ;-Duteh,
Danish, German, Scandinavian, Turkish or American rags . London cloth
and Scotch hosiery are the chief favorites .

The clean condition of all those rags was a revélation to us . ' .They we re
not rags at all but good clothes very little worn, and a few years ago such
clothes would 6ve been p ressed and displayéd in thé windows of the second
hand clothier . A generation ago, the tyran iny= of fashio m was confined to
the rich and the well dressed ~ and their slightly worn, cast off garments first
found their way to the seconNand clothes dealer . Then, they were bought

tyranny-of--fashion-has extendedtothe-poo rer-elasses,_and_their_cra ze_f_or
cheap ready-to-wear clothes has made the second-hand alothes store a thing
of the past. Even at pawnbrokers' annual sales, clothing is bought byrag
merchants . The result is that second-hand clothes never become rags at all,
but arrive at the shoddy mills slightly worn . The past twenty years has .
worked incredible changes - in this trade. Thread-bare rags are of no use in
modern re-manufactured • goods, because they have no felting property .
Even the stockings we saw had the feet - cut off, necessitated-by the exacting
rules of modem sorting. We asked what became of _the very poor rags,
the refuse, and we we re informed that they were chiefly ground up in faetor-
ies on the European Continent and used for padding - and paper making
purposes . It , will surprise many to know that new jackets and mantles are
a regular line in the rag markets ; and are worth $1L501 r owt . : (112 lbs .) .
Whether they are fi re salvage goods or bankrupt stocks we cannot say .
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Thj higâest priced rags we saw during oûr'visit consisted of white flannel,
at i]!i per cwt. (112 lbs .) . The lowest price as $1 .15 per owt., for union
linsey: but the'bulk of what we saw sold at prices varying from seven to ten
dollars psr hundred-weight.

THE PRICES OF "SHODDY . "

Having stated the average prices of rags,we will now give a slight idea
of the prices of the re-manufaotu red materials, the so-called "shoddy,"
the raw mate rial of the manufacturers of low class woolen goodf .

Mvxao:-Hard = worsted cloth :rags- and Clippings ; Length : 1} inch
(about) . Genera lly _ fine . Color, . Varied . . Used for cheaper fab rics and
as blending material, , Average price per lb . in oil'2o . to 15o .

S HoDnY-Soft woolçn flannels, hosieries, and tailors' clippings . Length,
inch to 3 inchee . Fairly fiflne . Used for cheaper fabrics and ès blending

tnatèiial, • Average prico per~ lb . in oil, 9c, to 16c.
ExTRAcT-Union fabrics woal aind-cotton .--IAnoh:-$hort--#-inch-

and downwarda : Color Varied . Average price per lb. In oil ec. to 90 .
Fl.ocss .-Finishing operations. Length : Very short. Color Varied .

Used.as blending material and also for matt resses and wallpapers . . Average
price per lb . in oil, 2d ., to 9c .

NoII.-Short fibres extracted du ring the worsted combing operations .
Length: Varied, from +} inch upwards . Color, Chiefly white . Used for
Fhawls, woolens and as blending materials for worsteds . Average price
per lb . In oil 13c . to 30c .- . There a re various qualities of noil-English, crôss-

b red, botany, mohair and alpaca .
WA$TE.-f.oose b roken wool fib re s . Length, very short . Inferior to

noil. Used for blending and felting purposes . Prices ir regular.
The prices of Mungo and Shoddy a re advancing eve ry year, owing to the

scarcity of wool . .

METKOD OF MANUFACTURE . '

The chief diffe rence between Mungo and Shoddy is the sorting, of the

material before it is ground up . The methods of manufacturing Miingo
and ShoddY are slmost -.the-same ; the processes consist in, dusting, sorting,
seaming, oiling and grinding. Dusting and cleaning is_done by-machinery,

and is largely a hygienia process . Sort ing is-done-iri acéordance with quali ty

or color and sometimes both. Seaming refers to the removal of eve ry particle

of cotton th read which otherwise would cause a "flecked" piece . Oiling

is to ensurea_gliaing_of the fibres on *one another rather than rupture , which

would mean an infertor qûality, of 8pinning-material .- Grinding means-the

teasin~-out of the fibre s so that as •nueh of the o riginal length of the raw
materral may be retainec~ as possiblc:

The system of manufacturing Extract is very similar to that of the
manufacture of Mungo and Shoddy, but the material to be ground up is

obtained
whiehcotton and alluother vegetable fibreslhave been extracted by the

sulphuric acid process.
"Flocks" .are pioduced in certain machines from which they take their

11 "name, thus ~ oropping, raising ! and milling flocks are spoken of .

Some'fiooks turn out so short that they are unsaleable in the usual channels,

and in such cases are soldto paper s where they are used in the manufac-

ture of certain kinds of wall paper .



Noil is really the residue or short fibre which the wool comber re'ects
during the process of p reVaring and combing wool to form the "top "~rom
which the drawer and spinner produces the worsted thread . Good nofl is
used in the manufacture of woolens and tweeds, while inferior noil is sold to
mills in the shoddy district for mi xing with that material .

WHÉRE IT IS MADE.

Re-manufactured materials of the Mungo and Shoddy class .are made i n
every country in the world whe re woolen goods are manufactured. In
most countries rag-grinding mills are scattered over the woolen "distriçts,
but in G reat Britain they a re confined to two towns,-Dewsbury and Batléy .
There rag-grinding is a specialty, and about 3,360,0001bs . are turned out
weekly, including the noils and wastes of new wool . _ Woolen goods from
:Mungo- and -Shoddy-yarns-are- voven-in-that--neighborhood,- especially-in

Morley, whe re some wonderful results are produced with cotton warps . A
great deal of the material is exported in yarns to other countries, who use it
for various purposes . The fact must not be overlookedr however, that the
Shoddy industry; although largo, only represents a fraction of the immense
woolen industry in England .

ITS USES .

Both Mungo and Shoddy a re used as substitutes for new wool as well as
for blending purposes . Cheap fabrics of every description a re made from
this material and, althou gh not generally known, mo re of it goes into low
priced d ress stuffs and hosterythan into tailors' woolens. Enormous quanti-
ties of shoddy yarns are exported from Dewabury to various places on the
European continent, where they are used for dress stuffs, knitted goods, etc .,
etc . Another large outlet for mungo and-shoddy, is in the manufacture of
casket cloths . This is quite an extensive industry in Morley, whero be autiful
goods of this description a re turned out. Coffins are mostly polished in Eng-
land, and not cove red, consequently casket cloth is an export trade . Huge
orders come from the American continent where this material is extensively,
used, as most caskets there are cove red with cloth . It is a most erroneous
idea that the cloths exported from Dewsbury district, are all tailors' woolens .
Low priced tailors' woolens yield such a small profit that they have less
temptation for the shoddy mills than other branches of the woolen industry.
The common adulterant for low-class tweeds is inferior noil and "waste ",
because these require lesstrouble than re -manufactured materials, although
good mungo is stronger and better than much of this inferior noil . A large
quantity of shoddy goes into cheap blankets and flannels, and mungointo
cheap rugs and colored blankets . . "Extract" and the lower qualities of shoddy
go into felted cloths of various kinds, stair pads etc . : Large quantities of
re-manufactured materials are often mixed wlth`rabbit fur, and used in the
felt hat trade. Tlor,ks are used for "bedding ." and upholsterypurposes,
saddlery padding and even for .wall .paper, in some cases . It is impossible
to mention all the uses of re-manufactured materials, but we merely wieL
to emphasise the fact, that it is a great mistake to imagine that .they all ;go
into the cheap suits at the ready-to-wear store .



WIiY' STlCH MATERIALS ARE NECPJBSARY.

Sueh m
I
iaterials alt'absolutely necessary

d
; because there is not suficie1t

«ool grown in -the, world for the actual nees of the . people. If wool sub-
stitutes were not used., wool olothing would be- limited to the, eupply of new
wool, which would make little more than one pound of cloth annually for each
person. The yearly increasing demand for woolen goods, and the extensive
use of them being out of all proportion to what it was many years aKo, has
naturally caused the invention of a substitute which happens to be a kindred
material . It is now computed by the best authorities that it would require
1 00 ,000,00(1 more shéep than we have in the world today to answer the d6uble
purpose of satisfying this healthy demand and at the same time preventing
the shoddy industrry-from- extending beyond'its present dimensions .

WHO WEARS " âHODDYi
I f

are still others who wear it a short time until it becomes shabby, and then

- -----It-iB-sometimes-worn-by-people-who-do not-know-itrand'often-by-people------
«•ho d6 not care . The poo rer classes in many large cities in Europe and
elsewhere are glad to get it . Among, .the working classes in England, some
wear it who cannot a fford to buÿ higher priced woolens, while others are so
thoughtless and improvident that they would rather spend the diffe rence
between the price of good and indiffe rent woolens on drink and sports. There

"wear it-out'-" at their work-instead-of-using overalls . This accountsfor the
untidy appearance of some English laborers when returning from their work .

Less shoddy goes into clothing now than formerly, because it can be utilized

mo re profitably in other branches of the woolen industry :

MI$REPRESENTATION .

Re-marLufactured materials, such as thosë -describM have been the

subject of much mis rep resentation. More falsehoods have been written and

published about "shoddy " than about any branah of the textile tradè.

Sensational magazine writers are busy every day, - and me are p repared to

rr.ake allowances for them in these days of ",Ye llow Journalism," but sensible

people with honest intentions have oft,en written erroneous letters to the

press without any knowledge of the subject .• In other cases, respectable

ti•ade journala have been so indiscreet as to open their pages to prejudiced

writers possessing no practical experience . During ourinvestlgation, we met

an - intelligent farmer in Ontario who had become so embitte red over the

: ensat.ional-articles he had read . about shoddy, that he always burned his

cast-off clothes so that they might not fall into the hands ;of a peddler, and

éventually reach a .mill whe re rag-grinding was carried on. He was not a

cralik in any sense of the word, but simply the victim of prejudiced and mis-

leading articles by ill informed writers . Not only-was 1~e an Intelligent farmer,
but a good sheep man and bôth-he and his son , were such excellent'judges of

fleeces that we r►relooking forward to the pleasure of meeting them again . .

Many peopie ,complain about the use of shoddy as if the woolen industry were

the only one using rd-maitufaetured material. We never hear those interested

in gold or silver mines complaining about the remeltiug of old jewelleryl'nor

those, with large sums of-money invested in m̂iniz~ , iI•o~m, coep~alB~n g

about tue use oI .scraN „vu, , ~u• •
heard of the çompanieg engaged in ru ber p antations ; uttering a single ccïm-
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Plain about old rubber being re-manùfactured . To mention other industries
in this regard would be tedious, but the question is why should the woolen
industry alone, be singled out for attack, and made thé subjeet of erroneously
misleading agitation among sheep farmers, when it does not directly concern
them? Although we may not like it, we cannot get away from this fact, =
the manufacture of mungo, shoddy, eto ., is a le g~ timati industry and an
absolute necessity for p resent requirements . The firms engagédin the
manufacture of this material are composed of men of the highest integrity,
who run their business in an exerripla ry fashion . Their mills are also sub-
jected to the most searching government inspection . '

In the old days when rags we re so extensively utilized in the manufacturé
of paper, and the machinery used in. the shoddy. industry was comparatively
prim itive to what it is now, the v-ork of handling and sorting rags was both
dirt .y and unhealthy. Owing to the great development of wood pulp and
other vegetable material in the production of paper, and also the wonderful
improvements made in machinery for manufacturing shoddy, the manipula-
tion: of rags is-now entirely mechanieal,-so-that•-the-former-unwholesome-and
unhealthy conditions have been eliminated . Shoddy is f requéntly ealled a
necessary evil by tfioso whô obléct £~ i~bût -th impression th~ it ie--
dangerous, either to the mill operatives or the wearer, is now quite erroneous .
Notwithstanding this, however, no one attempts to deny the fact that it is
neither durable nor satisfacto ry to the wearer, becâuse garments made fro m
it rapidly lose their shape, and quickly assume a shabby appearance .
Although it can be honestly desc ribed as "all wool" by dealers, it only stands
in the sarne relation to new wool that skimmed m ilk does tb cream .

ITS RELATION TO WOOL GROwINO .

In what way does shoddy affect the wool growing industry, and what
concern is it of the farmers? It does not directly injure wool growing in the
slightest and never has done, but indirectly extensive sheep farming would
make re -manufactu red materials almost unnecessary . The p resence of a
wool substitute in the market, is the beat guarantee the farmer can have of
high prices . If wool were plentiful, the aubstitiite would be unnecessary and
the price of new wool would be very much lower than it is today . The price
of good shoddy,is now as high as 16 cents per pound, so that it is really a cent
higher in the oi l than Canadian wool is in the grease . First grow sufficient
wool for the worfd'ë rièeds and thén it-rill-bë time enongh tô objéct

W
sul~

stitutes . Adulterants an 4 substitutes are manufactu rers' questions and do
not concern the farmer -more -than they-do-the fisherman : _ Borne manu-
facturers use substitutes for new wool, and others do not . Those who do
not use it, desire legislation for dealing with substitutes, so that all gooda
should be stamped accor4ingly . The idea is a good one, and it answers well
with oleomargarine and butter, but textile fabrics preaent many difficulties
in this di rection. It would bè easy to detect vegetable substitutes, but almost
impossible to trace re-manufactured wool substitutes . Many experts say,
that it is just as difficult to detect re-manufactu red wool b res in cloth, as
it is to detect re-melted gold among fresh gold in a sovét+a~gn, when a small
percentage is used . When such questions are brought up in textile journals
theq are perfectly legitimate, but shoddy questions ahould have no place in
agricultural journals .

Although the world is short of wool, the use of mungo and éhoddy in
wool fab ries has decreased fully 30% du ring the past few years, both in











133

England and America . Re-manufactu red materials a re now being mo re
éstensive}y=used-in-other-channels---while-inferiornoil-is-taking-their . placo---
in men's suwtmgs and women's dress stuffs . If the world contained the
requisite number of sheep, the woolen mills would have a residue of "wastes"
and inferior noils sufficient to satisfy the requirements of many mills using
n:- ehanufactu red substitutes, so that grinding of rags would then be quite
unnecessary for any kind of wearing appa rel . It is the re fore desirable that a
special effort be put forth to extend sheep-farming so as to make up this
great deficiency in the world's supply of wool .

11883-10



CHAPTER X .

COLONIAL AND OTHER WOOLS

Wool Classing in Australia

Although the object of classing wool in Australia is exactly the same as
in any other country, the system generally .is enti re ly diffe rent to that of
England . This cannot possibly be otherw ise when the difference in bre ed,
climate, local condition, resources and geographieal position is conside red .
Everything is on such a vast scale, and large tracts of country have to be
cove red before there is a change of grazing or climate . The flocks also
outnumber any to be seen elsewhe re , being counted not only by tens of
thousands, but by hund reds of thousands .

In the small area of GreatBritain, the élimaté is varied and-changëablé;
one district differing widely from another in many ways . The character of
the s oil and the kind of grazing isfrequently quite diffe rent within a_ radius
of five miles .- For-this,--and several-other reasons, .each of the ._chief-grazir►g_
counties is famed for a certain b reed of sheep, with the result that over
thirty diffërënt breeds a re the outcome of adaptation to local resources and
market requi rements . Leaving the numerous cross-breds out of considera-
tion, the variety of wools from pure breds alone is very perplexing . _ Australia
furnishes a wonderful example of handling enormous quantities, and few
qualities in a vast a rea, while Great Britain furnishes an excellent example
of how a large quantity of varied kinds and numerous qualities can be success-
fully'manipulated in a small area . An English longwool fleece will yield fro m
five to nine qualities at the sorting table, wlule a M,erino fleece will only yield
three altogether . "Wool Classing" in Australia is practically the same as
"Grading' with additional details, and must not the refo re be confused with
the simple "Classification" of fleeces by sheep farmers in G reat Britain,
described in another chapter.

In order to convey a sli *ht idea of Wool-Classin g in the interior or
"Back Country" of Australia, it is necessary to start with a brief description
of shearing .

-The head-quarters of a large-` sheep run'= in the interior, is the "Station".-
The station contains everything requi red in connection with sheep .farming ,
dipping plant, shearing shed, cla-ssing room, pressing room, stores, warehouses,
etc ., and is generally srtuated many miles away from thé nearest ratlwaj
depot. -

When the shearing season comes round, the sheep are driven long distances
by short stages until they reach the "station" . After waiting nearly a day
outside, they are penned to await examination . A few of the shearers
examine one or two sheep in each pen, and after carefully feeling the brisket,
. they are pronounced wet or dry, as the case may be . Those considered dry,
are driven into the "catching pens" ready for the shearers . Then the enginc
starts and the work begins . Each shearer seizes a sheep and before you are
aware of what has happened the little animal is in position and the bright
clipper is gliding through the fleece . First, the belly wool comes off separately
and falls on the floor. Next; the locks and extremities also fall on the floor
separately. The sheep is now "cleared" and the shearing of the fleece proper
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contains so much vegetable refuse as_well as burrs that it frequently has to
}<< boniæd-at the-mill . Table-locka-are--very-short-and-realise a small
price and are chiefly used for flocks or blending purposes in the shoddy
industry . '

When Merino wool is thoroughly scoured, the shrinkage is about fifty
per cent . Most of this is grease-yellow yolk in some cases-but this is not
altogether waste because it is sold to the refiners for making lanoline . When-
ever it is found convenient Merin-owuol is scoured and not shipped in the
grease, because it not only selle better and realises a better price in proportion,
but it saves the grower a large amount of money in freight . Some of the big
stations will scour out one huhdred and twenty tons of grease and dust in one

in the grease after being skirted and classed . Large stations . within easys}l earing . In some of the smaller stations, wool is never scou red, but shipped

distance of the seaports, skirt and class their wool carefully, and ship it in
the grease when there is a good demand for it in this condition . Wool from
small flocks of Merinos and cross-b reds is merely skirted, in the shearing
sheds and sent to a broker who grades it and sells it on commission . Some

brokers ëdvaücé monëÿ on ;the -wool-atbank-inte reat,-and- re mit-the-balance
when the wool is sold . This is done both in Australia and New Zealand and
is very satisfactory as a general rule, but the great bulk of Auétraliasian wool
is turned out ready for the manufactu rer, by the large well equipped stations,
in the condition al ready described .

. After the wool has been classed and scou red, it is packed in comp re ssed

bales .( about 3001bs. weight) and carefully branded . The re is a recognized
system-- in -brand'+ng- so--that-abb reviations- and- marks_ form a descnptive
sentence to wool buyers when catalogued . For instance, "57 . TOORALE .

2nd Combing W.H." That would mean the fifty-seven bale p ressed at

Toorale and filled with second combin g shorn from Wether hoggets . Another
example-Scou red B pcs . SL. NOONDOO. H. That is, scoured belly pieces,
selected lot, packed at Noondoo and clipped from hoggets . "

The wool is i ,ow ready for shipp ing, and only awaits the arrival of the
next bullock waggon . Considering the g reat distance of the "back stations"

from the nea rest railway, the bullock waggon service is excellent and the
hu &e loads the waggons take are really astonishing. . When the wool wa ggons
arr ive at the railway depot they a re unlbaded by a staff of porters kept
exp ressly for paeking the bafes on special f re ight tra i ns . Immediately after
the arrival of the train at one of the seaports, the wool is wa re -housed to
await-selling-instructions .--Some-of-itmay be_soldlocally and .s_om_e. of .it
may be shipped to London but in either case no time is wasted and the
whole of this vast system is highly satisfactory . .

Threè étrnng pôints i n the Australtan Wool industry have secured success
and a world wide reputation,--expert knowledge,, Fo od organization and
honesty. No English manufactu rer takes more p nde in the reputation of
his trade mark than the Australian wool grower does in the wool he brands .

Even manufactu rers of billiard table cloth will tell you. that "Australian
Wool is exactly what it is branded and is'always the same year after year ."
But for this expert classification and honesty, Australia would not occupy
the position she does today in the sheep industry. -

The wages paid to Auptralian shearers a re twenty-four shillings for every
hund red sheep, and considering that they shear.froin ninety to one hundred
and ten a day, they average about i33 a week . Unfortunately, many of
them a re very care less in -their personal habits and generally spend their
money foolishly .



Australia New Zealand
}laies Bales

1,218,969
1,454,820
1,663,130
1,820,890
1,798,347
1,921,705
1,975,000

372,146
378,785
414,635
327,068
438,9S1
491,7a7
512,938
493,000

Total
Bales

1,366,942
i,593 ;754
1,869,455
2,09Q,188
2,0, '7,931
2,288 ;104
2;434,843
2,468,000

An Australian bale averages fully 350 lbs ., so that the total amoun t
exportetl last season must have been upwards of 863,800,000 pounds .

Pa.rticulars of Australian Wool Sold in Londo n

-The quantities-of-Australian \Yool sold at thelYo4l_ Sales in London in

1910 were as follows :-
January 52,500,000 lbs.

15th to 30th . . . . . . • . •
hiareh 12t,h ' 27th . . . . . 57,400,000

April 30th " May 16th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51,450,000

July 9th " 24th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,400,000

Sept . 24th " Oct . 4th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . .

31,150,000 "

Nov. 26th " Dec. 10t h . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38,500,000

Total sold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281,400,000

Upwards of 307,400,000 lbs . were offered during the year, but 60,000

bales were held over for next salcFi. The above figures are the direct ship-

ments from growers to London . Wool sold in Sydney and resold in London

is not included .

A description of the system of marketing Australian wool will be found
in the chapter on "Colonial Wool Sales . "

Australasian Wool Exports

The exports of wool f rom Australia and New Zealand during the past

eight years are very inte resting in many ways . Australia only exported

994,796 bales in 19(}4 , but inc reased in the meantime to 1,975,000 bales last

year .
New Zealand exportéd 372,146 in 1904 and 493,000 bales last year .

Australia's sheep population is fully ten mi ll ion below the top figures reached
befo re the great drought nine years ago, yet the past yenr's wool clip was far
in excess of what it was then with nearly eleven millions more sheep. This

is - a st riking instance of improved breedin F , because the sheep are vastly
superior from a mutton standpoint in addition to the great improvement i n
quality and increased weight of the fleece .

----- ------ ---
EYPORT$ FOR T1iE PAST .itiTIT-SF.. S . . .-

1903-o4c_ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1904--05. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1905-08 : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1908-07 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1907-08 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

19 08-oD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1909-10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1910-11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



The result of keener competition in England through the large attendance
of foreign buyers, is worthy of notice .

As a comparison between the average prices realised in Australia and
London we give figures for the past nine years .

1902 : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 . . . . . . . . . L• 9- 6- 4

1903 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : 11-1R- 4

190 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ! 12- 7- 3

1905 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .•. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : 12-13- 1
13 10- 3

1908,, .••,• : • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .I -1I

1907 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . .j, 14- 3-11

1908 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .~ 13- O- 2

190 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : ll- 0-10

1910 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . j 13-12- 2
_ . _ . . _ . . . ..__ . . . . ._ .. ._ _ _ _. .. a .

£ 13- 6-2
16-- 9-0
15- 6-ti
18-- 2-6
17-13--4
17-18-2
13-12--b
1b-10---0
16-18-(►

The freight and selling expenses amount to nearly one pound sterling -
•per bale, and this should be deducted from the amount realised in London .

Official Wool Returns of Australasia
------- _ .

(Dalgety'e Statiatica)

1910

Markets I.iREA61' CLEAN GRAND TOTAL

1910 111
llales Gross Value Balea Gross Value 13alea Valu e

Sydney . . . . . . .~ 691,419 =42,461, 660 92,890 =6,8b7,030i 784,309 i49,308,b90

Melbourne &
Geelong. . . . . . 463,b51 28,713,390 13,81 928,380 477,167 20,641,770

Adelaide. . . . . . . 143,621 7 , 765,665 1,42 8 87,605 14b,049 i,8b3,160

Fremantle . . . . . . 1,4 50 7,250 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,450 72, 500

1lrisbane . . . . . . . 164,330 11,437,71b b0,830 4,289,255 21b,160 16,70 6,970

Tasmania . . . . . . 19,420 987,885-. . 19,420 987,885

New Zeeland_
. ._ 221,050 13,037,055- - _ _1,542 _ 124,180_-___ 222 .812 __-13,162,135_ .-

Australasia . . . . . ~ 1,704,841~t104,401,4101 160,326 1 i12,266,350j 1,865,167 11116,733,010



Oversea Shipments of Australasian Wool .

States 1910-1 1 1909-10 1908-9 1907-8 1906-7

Net Weight Net Weight Net Weight Net Weight Met Weigh t
lbs . lbs . lbe . lbe . lbs.

f. 8. Walee . . . . . . . . . . . 304,804,230 307,598,640 298,069,908 287,646,312 293,264,160
ictoria. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100,085,305 165,968,475 147,401,208 144,969,313 161,821,037
ueenslanci . . . . . . . . . . . 92,28$,456 78,092,094 59,683,068 48,888,320 40,319,650
Australia. . . . . . . . . b0,932,314 62,200,226 63,626,212 .62,445,440 47,730,508

V. Australia . . . . . . . . . . 27,449,730 23,833,329 18,398,340 18,420,435 14,804,40 7

asmania . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,?23,782 5,018,160 6,247,e92 6,092,260 4,041,672

3ommonweallh . . . . . . . . 048,638,8','7 632,710,923 582,016,428 638,258,07 0
'

501,079,32 2

1ew Zealand . . . . . . . . . . ~ 173,173,b72 184,144,742, 174,673,735 143,669,940 148,189,126

tustralasia . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 820,012,449 810,801,08.5 1 750,690,163 688,818,010 710,168,448

States 1910 190 1908 1907 1900

WalPn . . . . . . . . . . .N S 46,825,308 48,194,178 43,329,384 44,655,879 44,132,42 1
. .

. . . . . . . . . . . .Victoria 12,937,9&3 12,937,983 12,545,742 14,146,734 12,937,440
. .

Queensland . . . . . . . . . . . 20,153,239 19,593,791 18,348,851 10,738,050 14,880,438

S. Auetralia . . . . . . . . . . .
Australia . . . . . . . . . .W

6,432,038
6,157,068

6,898,450
4,692,419

0,829,63 7
4,098,600

6,824,94 1
3,694,852

6,061,217
3,340,74 5

.
Tasmania . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,735,000 1,728,053 1,744,800 1,729,394 1,729,39 4

Commonwealth . . . . . . . . 92,241,226
792 94723

92,044,874
70748023

86,890,91 4
22,449,053

87,489,85 0
29,983,772

83,087,06 6
20,108,47 1

New Zealand . . . . . . . . . . ,, ,,

Auatralaaia. . . . . . . . . . . . 116,034,173 , 116,625,681 109,345,967 1G8,473,022 I 103,798,126

These Atatistics arrived after theforegoing chapters were written .

Some Details of South American Wools

During the past three years, great changes have taken place in South

Ame rica as well as in other large wool producing rountries . The various
republics on this vast continent are often credited with frequent political
changea but fortunately for the wool growing indust ry , they are not much

troublea with tariff agitation . Wool growers here, as in Australia, settle
down to their work, mind their own business and leave the manufacturing

interests to look after theirs, They each know that their country is capable

of producing far more mutton and wool than their population can consume,
and also that their markets will be regulated by the vast surplus they can
export, and not by domestic requirements . In this way they give such careful

attention to the demanda of their expo rt markets, that the quality of thei r

Sheep Returns.

(Sheep of shearing age, corrected to latest dates)
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production has attained a higher standard than would ever have been possible

had they restricted their e fforts to their own wants . This appears to be the

case in all successful sheep farming count ries. Althougll behind other

count ries in many re spects, and hav ing no small amount of local drawbacks

and disadvantages, they have devoted particular study to sheep farming

and with surprising results . The quality of their mutton is not only good

but they get up the ir wool in a very c reditable fashion and take a specQ

pride in it .
In addition to devoting ca reful study to their by-products and exporta

generally, they are enthusiasts in breeding the very best class of animals.

Argentina breeders in particular, have a world wide reputation for paying

record prices for stud rams . They have f requently pa~~id from $1,500 to i3~000

for Lincoln rams, and in a few cases even $5,000 . What a contrast this is to ,

the practice of many of our own farmers who not only grudge paying the low

p rice of $15 for a pureb red ram, but consider a breeder unreasonable if he

asks for a pedigree ram lamb, 75 cents more than the butcher would give .

_ . .lif~nyothers never attempt to get a pu re b red ram at all but use an unsightly
-. . . .. . .

scrub ram gf tliéir bwn .-
farming has been well understood in Austra lia for many yéars,

but Argentina suddenly sprang to the front and achieved a huge auccuss in

a very short period , by enthusiasm and education alone . South Ame rican
wools have been a power in the markets of the world for several years now,

and their brands a re not only recognised, but eagerly sought after whe rever

wool is manufactured .
Notwithetnriding the phenomenal growth of the sheep industry-in South

Ame rica, its di ff erent geographical position, its varied climatic conditions

and its still more varied local conditions, the changes du ring the past two or

three years have been very similar in many respects to those in Australia .

This is particularly t rue of the Argentine Republic where the changes have

been of exactly the same natu re .

The great changes which have taken place here, as well as in Australia

(luring the past few years, have been caused through the rapid p ro greas
01

mixed farm ing. Large tracts of range countrj ► , which were used exclusively

during the past twenty years for sheep pasture, have now become so enriched

and fertile as to make them a paying proposition for the extensive growing

of-grain crops under improved methods, while others still further en riched

and more favôrably_ situated,_ are b_e ing ._çut up into mixed farms. The

amount of sheep land now passing under the plough is incrediblè .- This will

adjust it self in time, but it wi ll mean a huge dec rease of both sheep and wool

du ring the next ten years . Sheep in -pi~rtlcular, and live stock in general

will always be a spec ialty with the South Ame rican fat mer, but it is doubtful

if tbe.numerous mixed farms will ever carry anything approaching the num be r
of sheep formerly kept under range conditions as winter feeding is not a

factor to be reckoned with in that country. hcarcity of pastu re- is quite

common through summer drought, but there ts little or no scarcity of winter

pasture through severe weather .

Australia has been favou re d with abundant rains during the past two

years , but Argentina and several other countries in South America have been

su ffenng mo re or lesè from droughts for nearly three years . These have had
the e ffect of reducing the number of sheep on the latter continent in addition
to causing the range count ry to be out up into farms .

-__--_-- ------ -----_ -,-------- ,



The following are the official returns of the Department of Agriculture
,t Buenos 'ires, respecting the nomber of sheep :-

1888 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .66,701,097 .

1895 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .74,397,562

1908. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67,211,754

The sheep census in Argentina is taken with great ca re and may be relied
) n as being as accurate as possible . Since last census the drought has been
nore severe than usual and flôcks have been reduced by increaced killing .
[t is estimated to-day by the best authorities that ap art from younglamb(,

►nfit for eheftring this year, there are not more than fifty seven million shee p
n the River Plate region at present . For several years there htis been lit t le

) r no increase in Patagonia, while the number of sheep in the Falkland
Islands is quite stationa ry . Uruguay and Puntas 'Arenas wool clips have

ihown a healthy increase, due no doubt to improved breeding, but wF, are

sot aware of any increase in the sheep population durin q the past three

y ears. „ The annual production of wool is generally a fair indicat ion of the

nûinber6f tibëëp inàftxtaiped,-out,in- countries-exporting .laigo--quantities of

[ive sheep as-well as mutton, this is sometimes misleading. The following

figures give the South American clip for the past eight seasons:-

1,615,5151902 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . : : . . . . . . bales
1,679,32 1

1904 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . 1,460,073 „

1905. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,426,133 „. . . „-.139 «
1906. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,445 ,

1907 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,404,312

1908 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,551,709 „

1909 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,827,73 3

Ame rican bale of wool is 930 lbs., and
The

aee contain 1,0'i4 lbs .Uruguayan b

Wools from Puntaé Are-.as and Falkland Islands are sold in London and
not in Liverpool, like the greater bulk of the South Ame rican clip . The

following amounts were catalogued at the London sales during the past five

yearg :.-
« _

1906 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . : . . . . . . 37 j677- bales

1907 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59,770
58

1908 . . . . . . . : : ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70,0

1909. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63,844

1910. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70,144

Each of these bales would contain over 900 lbs .

decline i n
pass unnoticed althoughthereis a decided i

Argentine
in qual i

important to

1908 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 430,000 bales

1910. . . . . . . . . 340,000 "

The weight of these bales would be 9301bs . each .
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South •American Wool Sales

Apart from di rect shipments from larp stations to Liverpool and else-

whe re , South American Wools are sold princ ipally in Buenos Ay res, Bahia

Blanco and Monte Video .
The system of handling wool at Buenos Ayres differs in some respects

from that In other cea t res, and we think there is some room fQr . imRrove

nient . The 'wool is first exposed for sale in the large market hall whnre lt ~s
inspected by buyers and speculators ; and bought as there shown. Next it is

taken to the wa rehouse, classed and skirted, and then shipped to Liverpool,
whether destined for the English or United States markets . Sorting being
too expensive in Buenos Ayres, and also somewhat unreliable, is usually
carried w tt in England .

The buying season is from October to March and thQ total clip of each
season is usually clea red within that period . Nearly seventy-five per cent of
the wool grown in the Argentine Republic is crossb red Merino and the average
quality is 46s . The proportion of Down Crossb red to Lust re -Crossbred wool

is very emall . About sixtY per cent of the crossbred sheep are the offspring
of Lincoln Rams and Mer ino ewes, while less than a hund red thousand are
Leicester-Merino crosses . During the past few gears, there has been a

tendency to follow the example of New Zealand, by importing a few Romney
Marsh rams, and this will have the effect of produc ing a finer quality of cross-
bred wool .

The wool from the Uruguay Republic is Merino of a very fine quality,
while the Falkland Islands chiefl y produce a superior ckuality of lustra-cross-
bred . In both cases the greater bulk of their annual cl ip is shipped diréct t o'

I:ngland .
The re is one general feature of marketing wool in South Ame rica which

differs from the custom of other wool producing countries . Elsewhere,

wools sold in the grease a re bought with regard to their probable net yiel d

after scouring, and buyers exercise their own judgment and bid accordingly .
South American wools, with few exceptions, are dealt with on a diffe rent
basis . The sellers take the whole responsibility for the scoured yield .
Buyers order raw wool at such a p rice as will bring the net scou red wool in
at a stated cost, and the sellers invoice the greasy wool at the p rice per lb ,
which they estimate will produce the desi red result . So long as they get
their net wool at the barga ined cost, the invoiced price per lb. is a matter
of indifference . Large firms in Buenos Ay res and Monte Video, who deal
on this basis are p repa red to guarantee the net yield under certain condi-
tions . The contracts of the various firms in the chief c ent res differ in some
details, but the form of contract drawn up by the British Association of Wool
Buyers, and approved by that body, is the one in general use .

Although this system gives general satisfaction in Monte Video, wë do
not consider it suitable for Canadian conditions, the re fo re , P. copy of the terms
and conditions of purchase is quite unnecessary . We have al ready given
sufficient details to convey some idea of the system of marketing and
exporting wool in South Ame rica .

South African Wool

The chief producer of what is known as Cape Wool is the Spanish Merino,
and a cross between the Merino and the native rat-t•ailed sheep . The aver-
age price of this crossbred wool is only 42 cents in scoured state, but the

0



143

shrinkage .is generally about 47% and seldom over 50%. South African wou hl
has improved very much du ring the past eight years through the increase of

f)own and Lust re cross-breds. Shropshi re and Ryeland rams have been in-
troduced for producing Down-Crossb red wools ; and Romney Marsh, Lincoln

and Leicester rams have been imported to produce Lnstre-crosabreds. The re

is a general revival in the wool growing indust ry of the country , and many of
the Orange River and Transvaal farmers who formerly gave most of their

attention to cattle! are now tu rning to sheep. The wool produced in this

côunt:y is rather d ry on the surface of the fleece, but it is desc ribed a

s sound, f ree wrap combing, with a soft handle and fairly b right .
The wool is chiefly sold in London and used up in Yorkshire, West of

i:ngland, France and Germany. In Éqland, it is chiefly used for d ress

;;oods, coatings and flanpeis . The following are the exports since the Boer

Wnr:- . . . 34 ,9-14,2E331bs .
1900 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. 79,372,840
1902 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. (15,524,078 «
1903 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

64 ,372,270 r~
1904 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

63,473,983 «
1$05 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

70,8961386
«

1900 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77,~'~ It
1907 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. 11,144,000 "'
1908 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

---
. .

.111,720,0UU
1909 . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

In July last year, the Gove rnment of Cape Colony engaped a wool expe rt

in Yorkshire to spend a ye -ir in their countr y, lectu ring and instructing wool-

growers in the cor rect method of handling their wool . This was found to be

of immense vali te, and surp rising results have been accom p lished since . The
recentl rece iimproved con

:litinteâ on atltho London sales .
l from South Africa, haé bee n

favorably comm e
The exports for last year have just been given in detail, showin & the

amount shipped from each port, and the increase over previous years is highly

creditable .

South African Wool Exports in 1910.

Via
Quantity

Lba.
Valu e

---
•l9 .005,085 t 7,370,280 .00

I:ast London . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Port Elixabeth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .I 33,241,069 5 ,28 5,eSO .

4,933,03b .OD

Durban . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,720,64 1

. . . . . . . . . 0,010,030 1,1b1,300.00
Cape Town . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ( 2,024,d94 414,330.00
Other Porte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Total't. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .I 121,608,028j$19, 184,003-00
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In the Transvaal sheep were almost wiped out during the w&r, but some

excellent breeding stock was imported three years ago, and the country now

posscs.ses some excellent youn~ 8ocks . The last sheep census gave 2,810 053

head. Both Dutch and B ritish farmers who formerly gave most of tVeir

time to cattle, are now taking great interest in sheep farming . Mr. C. Mal-

linson, Transvaal wool expert, is doing some splendid work he re , while Mr.
Goclfroy, his able asistant, instruots farmers in breeding, and general mana ge-

ment . The Orange Free State has doubled its sheep population during the

past four years , and the present estimate in 8,220,426 head . A few years
ago, the conclition of Orange River wool left much to be desired, but two
seasons of practical instruction by experts have produced excellent res Ats .
Sheep farming in South Africa is now in a flourishing condition .

Canadian Wool in European Markets

A Few Unsatisfactory Shipinents .

So far, all experimental shipments of Canadian wools to Great 'Britain
have been disappomting to the growers and unsatisfactory to both sellers
and buyers . Considering the way it is handled and packed, the look of any
knowleclge of marketing conditions and the entire absence of organization,
this state of affairs is by no means surprisi% This if ; particularly unfortunate
when we find all other wool growing countries doing better in British markets
than elsewhere . We are now apeaking from our investigation of this matter
in Great Britain in October last year. Knowing that market requirements
there, are rather exacting and slip-shod methods resented, we ware careful
in finding out preeisely what was wrong with Canadian wools .

Not being satisfied with the discouraging reports we heard, . we en-
deavoured to secure sain lies of Canadian wool, and saw six altogether, one
in Glasgow, two in Bradford, one in Roubaix, a few fleeces in London and
a small stock in Liverpool .

Our firstinformation regarding this matter came from a leading wool
expert in Bradford, who told us that a firm of wool brokers in Liverpool
occasionally received small consignments of Alberta wool and ôften sent
samples to likely buyers. Further inquiry put us in touch with the firms
who had received samples and we examined them . Their opinion was
favorable to tue original quality of the wool, but they regretted that the value
had been seriously injured through lack of knowledge on the part of the
growers . One of the .eading Merino wool merchants in Bradford showed us
the first, sample, and calied our attention to the fine healthy fibre, its strengt h

per cent) and also its excellenta11d lustre, as well as its testecl tarage, (noi1 0
felting proporty. The shrinkab~ was undor 60 por cent but the presence of

twine, made it impossibleparticles of vogotablo fibre f rom either the sack or th e
for him to handle it in the usual way thereforo he clid not buy any . The
price quoted was mueh too high for fau1ty wool requiring a o'arboniaing treat-
ment but really a low price if the wool had been handled and packed properly .
Anot~er unfortunate q~istake in conneetion with this particular lot of wool
was the fact that it had all been consigned to a firm in Glasgow. Some ol
the wool sent to .Glasgow was suitable for that market, but a great deal of
it was too fine, and should have been sent to Liverpool or London . The
Glasgow firm had part of it left unsold and was trying to sell it in Bradford .
-About a week later, we saw a sample of Alberta wool in Glasgow, and although
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part of the same lot, it was a coarser grade, about a quarter blood, as it would
bo known in Western Canada . This was a good sound wool and fairly clean,
but also contained particles of vegetable fibre . On our return to Bradford,
we obtained another sample of Alberta wool ; but not part of the Glasgow
lot. This partieular sample had come from Iaverpool, and was a finer grade
of cross-bred merino than the other, although it contained more grease and
dust . We submitted this to one of the largest spinners of fine yRrns in the
district, and his opinion coincided with that of others we consuitëd-goôd
wool and a fine quality but carelessly packed and containing jute or hemlf
fibres . Finding that a sample of the same shipment had been sent from Lon-
don to Roubaix, and knowing that the French style of "dry' spinning differed
slightly from the Bradford method, we obtained the opinion of the spinner
there, who received it . He informed us that the presence of vegetable
impurities, and also earsless handlin&, made it useless for his particular busi-
ness, so that he could not entertain it at any price . Had the wool been in-
telligently haudled and properly packed, he thought it would have, made an
excellent 50s to 58s . The other sample was seen in the office of a broker in

London . He informed us that the bulk was in Liverpool, but its condition
made it unsuitable for the Colonial Sales in Coleman St . ; unless offered in

the faulty wool class ; an,,. that would mean considerable loss to the grrower .
He also spoke favorably'of +~e wool, but deplored the lack of knowledge in
handling wool in Canada whure it w~ evident that really'good wool of certain
kinds could be successfulÎy grown . Everyone we con»ulted, seemed interested
in Canadian wool and was not only disposed t~w~l ~ome it on the English
markets, but eager to take it up if it was pro rl packed and shipped in
accordancè with up-to-date requirements .

A few hours before sailing for Canada, we called on Hughes & Isherwood,
wool brokers, Liverpool who have repeatedly received small consignments
of wool from Western 6anada . Here we saw a small stock in the actual

condition in which it was shipped . The wool was really a good quality and
rather a lon~ staple for erossbred merino, but the condition was lamentable
compared wtth similar wools from South America, stored in the same ware-

house. Not only did it contain more than the usual amount of burrs and
kindred vegetable matter, but traces of dead parasites to an extent that
would be impossible where bi-annual dipping was regularly practised . This

was not the worst . The fleeces were very badly rolled and tied up with
very rough hemp twine, and in some cases sisal twine . This ruinous twine

had cast off a considerable duantity of loose fibres among the wool . Quite

apart from this, the sacking itself was of such an inferior quality that it was
enough to make any buyer suspicious, even if no particles of vegetable fibre

had been traceable .
Through such fault.a as these, Canadian wool•has unfortunately earned

a bad regutation on tKO European markets and has never comnp ►nded a

price in Lngland to repay the grower
. We made repeated inquiries if the

existing bad reputation would
.still stand in the way of realizing good prices

in the event of future shipments being entirely free from existing faults, and
we were assured that it would not, arovidiny that a thorough education of
the grower was backed by businesslikA organization. There is nothing to

prevent you from selling~~n this market as profitably as New Zealand and

Australia," they said
. Several brokers stated that they would circularize al

l wool
the leading.buyers at their owr. expense, d first have Rto l~ee a ûred that
as soon as ~t arrived. Of course they
the wool had been shipped in accordance with market requiremcnts .
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F UTUItE PROSPECrb .

While we we re on the spot, we made careful inquiries as to the standing
of the leading brokers and auctioneers everywhere, as well as to the chief

selling cent res,both periodical sales and annual fairs . All imported wools

a re sold at periodical sales and the brokers are thoroughly rel :able . Many
brokurs in Liverhool, dispose of large quantities of South American . wools,
and a re the re fo re particularly anxious to increase the wool trade at the local
ftchange from any part of the American continents . A few Liverpool
brokers have branches in London, and such firms have a double advantage,
as in the event of any unfo reseen dep ression in Liverpool, their offerings could
be withdrawn in the inte rest of the consignee, and sold in London from sample
fleeces, without transferring the bulk. If purchased by a fore ign buyer, it
could then be shipped from L iverpool to nny port in Europe without additional
expense . On the other hand, if purchased by an English buyer, the nearness

of Liverpool to the chief cent res of the woollen industry compared with
London, would effect a slight saving in inland freight, and would the re fo re

be an extra inducement to such a buyer . ,
Although annual fairs have never been ut ilized for selling imported wools,

we find that small shipments of Down wools and Long wools could be con-
si ~ned to certain auctioneers at a few of such fairs, and sold to advantage .
With this object in view, we obtained some useftil information from auctioneers

and brokers in Bristol regarding the prospects of selling Canadian wool the re .
Bristol recently established a regular d irect lino of steamers with Canada,
and the Chamber of Commerce is now eager to compete with Liverpool for
the Canadian trade . Any Canadian wool sent direct to Bristol for sale, would
certainly be well advertised, and inducement made to secu re it good attend-
anco of buyers from a distance . The fact that Stroud and several other
towns engaged in the manufactu re of the famous West of England woollens
are situated in the same county as Bristol, would also provide a large attend-
ance of local buyers . The Bristol annual wool fair is held rather late in the
season, and this m i g h t be found suitable for the time of shearing in some parts
of Canada .

The best annual fairs for Down wools, a re undoubtedly those hold in
Shropshire, at such places as Shrewsbury, Wellington and Market Drayton .
Wellington, .in pa rt icular, has a model auction sale and commands a larp
attendance of the best buyers . The wool sold the re is chiefly offe red by small
farmers with flocks ranging from fifty to three hund red ewes. Owing to the
good condition and uniform quality of the wool, prices run about two cents
a pound higher than at the .fa irs in neighbo ring counties . One of the leading
firms of auctioneers in that district has , at our request, consulted all the
large buyers at a recent sale, and they sa id they would rather buy Canadian
Down wool in Wellington than in Liverpool . If consigned direct, the through
rates would be about the same . If Canadian wool was first offe red at Liver-
pool and withdrawn, it could then be transferred to Wellington at a cost of
less than one fifth of a cent per pound . Further details need not be given
at p resent, but we are now in possession of all the necessary information,
so that sattsfactory,arrangements can easily be made when the time is ripe
for them. In the meantime, mo re wool must be produced and farmers must
be taught how to handle it properly, so that they can command the best
market prices . The prospects were never better than they are at present
and the outlook is most encouraging . The world is short of wool and the
central market of the world is open and waiting.



CHAP. XI .

NIIMBER OF SHEEP IN VARIOUS WOOL GROWING COUNTRIE S

- Most recent available .statistic$ and estimates. ._ _

No. of sheep
NORTH AMERICA-

United States (1910 estimate) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51,216,000
Hawaii . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102,098

Porto Rico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0,363

Canada (1910 estimate) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,000,000

Newfoundland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78,052

Mexico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,424,430

Central America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92,780

Cuba . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . .

. . . 9, 030

British West Indics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17,305

Dutch West Indics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,385

Guadeloupe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,731

Honduras . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _--11,806

Total, North America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57,023,418

SOUTH A ',IF:RiCA-- g7,211 754
Arqentina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. 4,224,266
Chile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. 26~127,071
Uruguny . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

.• 702,690
Falkland Islands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3~480,020
Colombia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. 214,060
Paraguay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. ~-176,668
Venezuela . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

50
'
000

Bolivia (estimvie) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. • • • •' 409,040

Other South Americn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -

'l'otnl, South America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102,595,581

Memo-Brazil (no estimate available) .

A9IA- 21,824 , 229
British India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• 1

0,603
Ceylon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . .
. . . . . 301,069

Cyprus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. 3

1

949
Japal~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . 23,356,557
Russia in Asia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45,000,000
1'urkoy.in Asia . . . . . . 30,428
Philippine Islands . . .••••••• •••••••• •

Totâi, Âsia . . . . . . . . . . . 181,204,442

Memo•-China (no estiàate available) .
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OCEA\iA--

Australia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105, 616, 978
New Zealand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . 28,480,70ï
Other Oceania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,452

Total, Oceania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134,109,13 7
EUROPE-

Austria Hungary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
I3elgiùin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

lga ria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
B

u
Denmark, Iceland and Faro~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
rinland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
France . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Germany. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Greece . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Italy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . .
Montenegro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Netherlands (1901) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Norway. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Portugal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Roumania (1900) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Russia in Europe . . . . . . . . . . . . . ! . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Servia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Spain. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Swéden. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Switzerlaud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Turkey (estimate) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Great Britain (1909) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Crete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bosnia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Rest of Europe (estimate) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

13,974,428
235,722

8,131,004
1,502,925
912,467

17,460,284
7,703,710
4,668,168
11,160,420

495,000
606,785

1,393,488
3,150,000
5,655,444

45,840,541
3,160,166
16,119,051
1,021,727
209,997

0,000,000
31,852,777

401,000
94,717
22,530

Total, Europe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 184,672,341

AFi►icA-
Alpria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . 9,314,516
Britsh East Af rica . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,740,110
Cape of Good Hope . . . . . . . .' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,323,987
Natal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 945477
Orange River Colony . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,020,308
Rhodesia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 204,000
Transvaa lTransvaal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,810,053
German East Africa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,660,000
Sudan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,421,721
Tunis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 833,662
Mpdagascar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 364,083
All other Africa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 477,523

Total Africa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46,016,349

Total, World . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 705,620,268

(With the exceptiôüs of Great Britain and Scandinavian Count ries, th e
estimated populations include both sheep of shearing age and young lambs) .



CHAP. XII .

WOOL PRODUCTION OF THE WORLD

Our report would be incomplete unless we gave the wool productlon o f
world in detail . This is necessary for general information and also for com-
parison of one country with another . Reliable information on this subject is
very difficult to obtain, as many countries are so backward with their returns .
After considérable trouble in collecting returns from some of thé leRding woo l
growing count ries of the world for 1910, we we re obliged to give them up and
all back on a list su pplied up by the National Association of L1'ool Manu-

facturers, Boston, U .S .A. This list is only corrected to the end of 1909, for
all countries, but it gives the best opportunity for comparison of any lirit we
could obtain .

Since,these statistics were .so ca refully compiled,the production of sonle
countries has changed considerably . The re is a big decrease in the United
States, a dec rease in Argentina and several other countries of less importance .
Then the re is a large increase in Australia, New '.ealand, and South Africa,
with a healthy increase in G reat Britain .

In-this list, washed and unwashed wools a re bulked together . North
American and South American wools a re mostly unwashed, while the g reater
portion oi the Australasian wools a re scou re d . English wools a re generally
.washed befo re shearing .' Scouring reduces the weight about 50 % , and wash-
ing befo re shearing about 20%.

Country . Wool .

• Pounds.
NOHTH Aà1ERICA-

United States . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 321,362,750
British Provinces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,210,000
Mexico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,000,000
Central America and West Indies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000,00 0

Total, North America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 40, 572,750

SOUTH AMF.RICA-

Argentina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41•1,464 ;800
Brazil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,130,000
Chile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,764,000
Péru . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . .
9,940,000

.b'alkland Islands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,324,000
Uruguay . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129 ,901,170
All other South America reported . . . . . . . . . . . . . :3,000,000

Total, South Americn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . GS+i,573,970

11883-11
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WOOL PRODUCTION OF THE WORLD.

(Continued)

Country . Wool .

Pounds .
EUROPE-

United Kingdom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141,939,600
Austria Hungary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,600,00 0

France . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78,000,000
Germany . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,6C0,000

Spain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52,000,000

Portugal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000,000
Greece . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '14,000,000
Italy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21,500,000
I2.ussia (Europe) . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . .

. . .

. . . . .
320,000,000

Turkey and Balkan St•atcs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90,500,000
All other Europe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,000,000

Total, Europe, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 813,139,600

AstA-
IIritish Li!ia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000,000

China . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : 50,000,000

Russia (Asiastic) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60,000,000

Turkey (Asiastic) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45,000,000

Persia . . .' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,146,000

All other Asia reportecl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000,000

Total; Asia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 218,146,00 0

AirBtcA--
Al~.rin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33,184,000

British South Africa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111,720,000

Tunis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,735,000

All other Africa reported . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,000,000

Total, Africa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101, 039,000

OCEANIA- 833,611,605Australasia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

All other O+, uni t reported ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100,000

Total, Oceania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 833,711,665

To-rm., W()nLll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,952,782,985



CHAPTER XIII.

SUMMARY OF SHEEP FARMING AND MARKET CONDITIONS
IN- CANAD A

In a complete summary of our subjects for the enti re Dominion, sheep
bre k ding opportunities and market conditions will appear va ried an4 oppoAite
in character. In parts of Ontario, Quebec and the Maritime P rovinces are
districts in which low priced, well wate red hilly or mountainous,'summer
grazing lands offer natural and peculiar ac{vantages for the cultivation of
sheep. This ambitious, hill climbing animal does so well in thése places
that very often we hear such districts desc ribed as "good eheop, country . "
This .may not necessarily be because it is the best sheep country imaginable
but, on account of its disadvantages for other purposes, it is granted as being
suitable for their maintenance . The fact is true, hon•e ver; that in such plaçe.g
sheep thrive well and remain practically free from diseases which sometimes
cause considerable loss on farm lands of better quality . The most appa rent
and outstanding reason why such lands a re not now mo re largely used as
sheep farms seems to be a general lack of knowledge as to the best methods
of operation under such conditions . The small size also of the average flock
in these districts makes summer herding expensive and out of the question .

Whe re largo farms a re not found the only alternative is for the small farmers
to combine in a co-operative way, for at least a part of the year, and pasture
their several flocks on a common range üniler the care of, a compe tent shep-

herd. The pos:±ibilitles of expansion in sheep breeding under such conditions
must be atonce appa rent and with careful encouragement the limit of develop-
ment can hardly be realized . We found in our work that such it scheme had

scarcely, if ever, been thought of by those living in these districts, but, when
suggested, the proposition outlined was very generally accepted as reasonable
and easily practicable .. It is hardly to be expected that such lands could be

profitably util ized in any other way, and development alon g these lines would

fitrnish a splendid opportunity for nearby farmers, not directly inte rested
to purchase young lambs, not ready for fall trade, to put in the i r ba rn s and

feed for a later market . A little education as to the requi re ments of the
best markets and some experience in feeding for the w inter trade would

undoubtedly conduce to mo re enterprise in this direction .

Instead of trying to g row grain on steep hillsides and in sto,ny places,
farmers may take up sheep breeding with less labour and more profit. The
importance of this industry, therefore , may, well be impressed , on those in
possession of such lands . A good deal may be done by education in regard
to suitable breeds, methods of crossinf `and manner of hanilling ; to obtai n
the most economical results under speci ~t local conditions .

An entirely opposite situation p resents itself in other parts of the count ry
h f rm lands aro better and higher in value . Rent is higher, interest onwerea

capital invested is rater, general farm_expenses are increased and a more
intensive system o . farm operations is necessarily practised . The keeping .
of a flock of sheep,under these conditions requires more definite knowledge
and better farm management than are neceesary under the samé conditions
when aheep are not kept . In our investigation in England and everi on a
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few farms in Canada where sheep breeding is the special study , we were not
surprised to find that such farrns excelled in almost all points of good mana .~e-
ment, When ca re and judgment are exercised in the keeping of sheep, the
practice of improved methods and better management is usually to be
observed in the work of each depa rtment of the farm. Thus these farms

p resented' cleaner grain fields, better buildings, tidier fences and a general

tt ir-of-thriftiness-nô.t-possessed on neighboring farms on _ which _other_ .line3

were followed . Compared with practices in the "Old Land," out average
farmer in Canada does not show more than_a very p rimary knowledge of the

c•a re and management of sheep . In the first place, sheep are a side line and
no attempt is made in any special way to give them mo re than ordinary care .
'I'liey a re often turned to pastu re in the spring before the old run out grass
has an opportunity to niake any headway, and being 1p ven possibly too few

acres to run over and turned in along with the cows and a few colts, the sheep
a re blamed for being hard on pasture and robbers from the other stock.
This condition is,avoided in G reat Britain by the use of crops specially sown
for sheep . Our people, however, have little knowledge of such management

as is borne out by the fact that very few of them practise it . The old grass

field mïght have a rest in early apring while the sheep are making use of a
plot of fall rye, specially grown for their benefit. Later the pastu re would
provide mo re and better feed, when the rye is all one . In case the grass
field is carrying other live stock to its capacity, a smalt patch of oats and-tares

may be ready after the rye, or a piece of clover might come in handy. By

such means the sheep may be carried along until rape, kale or cabbage is
ready on the land which produced the rye for the early sp ring feed . . A
knowledge of the carrying capacity of our land and P. little experience along
this line would undoubtedly lead to a more general adoption of such a practice .

We must not be forgetful also to give due credit to sheep as agents in

.- oil building and in eradicating weeds . When we consider that it is our çum-
inon practice to kee ~~ very few sheep on our farmâ, and that these few are
pastured on the road side or in a back field, it is not hard to realize how
ignorant we must be as to the benc+ ita which m ight acorue from keeping larger
numbers and maintaining them on our good land . The weeds cannot be
eaten by the sheep unless they a re allowed access to them and the soil will
not be enriched by the " golden hoofs" unless they are allowed to t read over it .
A s ucceeding crop of fall wheat or spring grain on land fed off by a large
number of sheep, displays without question, the advantages, of their p resence .
In all our efforts at farm development and im proved methods on mixecl
fnrms throughout the enti re Dominion we should not overlook thé indi rect

value of sheep in this work. We realize that certain of our Canadian farmers
may not app reciate the advantage to be gained by the practice suggested,
but with a practical illustration of the benefits that would speedily follow

the adoption of such methôcls, we feel su re that the wisdom of undertaking
theni would be granted .

Although the 'ohysicat conditions of the land create such diverse oppor-
tunities for sheep b reeding, one season of the year presents difficulties common

to all localities . Our winter seaeon is always annual and must be reckoned

with. During this pe riod many farm flocks .a re so neglected as to .destroy
the splendid advantage s of summer keep . The lack of a balanced food ration,
and often an insu fficient supply, coupled with a loose way of feeding, produce
a poor lamb crop and a dirty wool crop, neither of which can ever be made
profitable as a marketable commodity . The ca re and management of a
flock of breeding ewes during the winter season dete rno ine the profit or loss



to be derived at a later period and continued loss is#o be expected until in-
format ion -regarding these points is supplied through lectu res or by means of
n' fèw well managed demonstration sheep farms .

-, A moist, temperate climate in parts of the provincr, of B ritish Columbia,
notably on some of the islands and in the river valleys close to the coast, is
characteristic even of the winter seasôn, and the disadvantages of seve re

-weather _ are_ çonsequently not_expe rienced . The province has very mild
winters, moisture in abundance, good soil and--spléüd id home tnarkete: In
view of these otrtstanding featu res, we we re quite i mp ressed with the op ~or-
tiunities afforded for the development of the sheep industry, especially along
lines such'as are generally followed in many parts of England .

Parts of Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia, p resent the

only other important phase of the sheep breeding problem in Canada . We

refer now to the districts in the southern po rt ions of these Provinces, which ,
9t h ve alwa •s been conside re d entirely useless ex cept for the

in the pa , a )
range running of live stock . The rain fall is not great anc I the growin * of
farm crops has hitherto been conside red questionable . By the adoption,
however, of improved methods specially suited for such districts, these lands
aré now bélieved-to be capAbfe of producing greater national wealththan
under the old system of graz ing horses, cattle and sheep . With the b reaking

up of these areas by the settler a new order of things appeare . By the '

enclosing of sp rings and other waterin g places, large tracts of land are often

rendered useless, particularly such as immediately surround tho9e directly

occupied by the homesteader. As a result, the ranchman has been obliged

to reduce his holdings . Herd laws and other regulations, necessary for the

protection of the farmer, have also had their effect on the ranch man . Thcee,

however, have interested the cattle and horse men mo re di rectly than the

sheep owners . Cattle and horses a re believed to do better when running at

large while sheep , on account of the presence of coyotes and other animals,

must be run in bands and accompanied by a herder . When the herd law is
put in operation the cattle or horse rancher finds that his stock do not thrive
so well and his losses for this reason become heavier . His operating expenses

also inc rease so that, with both these p roblems to face, he is soon compelled

to reduce his stock or sell out enti re ly. This has been done in a great many
for grazing

instances, and owing to the fact that crown lands are divide d

purposes, much of the territory once u sed for cattle and horses is now un-

occupied. With a slight modification of regulations in this regard and some

alterations in the ternis of lease hold, we feel confident that the men at present

engaged in sheep ranohing in Western Canada, would be greatly encouraged .

A . good deal of suc~ territory is comparable to the abandoned farms of the

Maritime provinces, and mijht casil~• be profitably utilized rather titan be

allowed to remain unp ro<luctive, until the arrival of the settler.

Do gs, wire fencing and the various other factors, given as reasvas for

the decline of the sheep i ndustry in Cana da, would, we believe, quickly cease

to exert •an influence if the business we re firmly established and the importance

of the direct and indirect benefits derived from À flock of sheep, thoroughly

understood by our farmers . The difficulties c reated by thèse obstacles are
aroused

certainly not insurmountable and if the interest in shp breedin
g found whereb one

to the proper point, ways and means would easily be y

branch of Canada 's greatest industry need not suffer, from such causes, any

loss whatever.
We have re ferred more definitely to the market conditions in both :FAst-

em and Wéstérn Canada in bther sections of our report and me rely wish here



1n 1

to-add another word to draw attention to one or two phases of the situation
which may be of more general application . Canada has reduced her flocks of
sheep and at the same time has increased her consuming population, so that ,
it is no cause for wonder that we find her produotion ot lamb and mutton ,
which at one time was considerably more than enough to supply the hom e

clemand ; is not n,,w sufficient to meet the needs of her own people . This si-
tuation 113 emphasized at the present time, moro partioularly, in Ont-rio an d
the Western provinces : On the other hand a see.minply small8urplus is ex-
ported annually each fall from Quebee and the Maritime provinces to siste r
provinces and the United States . That this latter movement, however, does
not actually denote a national surplus is apparent when we consider that
large quantities of frozen meats, including lamb and mutton are in turn im-
ported each year .

A point or two relative to the development of our home markets seem to
stand out very prominently . One of these, and a strikingly important one,
is to be noted in the general lack of knowledge of the demands of the best
markets . That high class trade requires a superior article seems to be grante d
but that the general trade would be greatly strengthened by the production of
it uniform article; does not appear to be rery generally understood . This
point in the past has never received very carefut 9tudy )y our farmers. No
thought whatover seems to be given to such require*nonta when the marke t
sheep breeder is making the sElection of a ram for the production of lambs fo r
slaughter . Most farmers follow their own individual fancy, whether it b e
for a big sheep or a little one and of ton allow their fancy to change with suc h
abruptness that the rvork of several years in breeding is at once destroyed or
lost . If our mutton industry is to h!+)sper we must endeavor to supply the
demand with the very choicest article obtainable . An educational campaign
would induce the production of a desirable article and through the insisten t
demands of our consumera for the beat ôlass of goods, the trade at home would
be bound t :, increase. Many people are not eaters of mutton simply becaus e
the mutton they have been accustomed to buy has not been of the best
quality . Increased consumption will speedily follow an improvement in th e
product .

Another feature which merits attention is the winter feeding of lambs .
Drovers are accustomed to buy the entire season's lamb crop, the good and
bad, at a flat price and for delivery in the early fall months . This custom
does not tend to encourage the breeder to reduce the percentage of inferior
nnimals in his market offerings nor to teach him the valuo of a fitted product .
lie gets the eamo price for his good lambs as he does for his thin 4nes and if th e
latter are not too largely in evidence he receives the same price as his neigh-
bour who may offer for sale a superior and more uniform lot. The result o f
these annual marketward movements each fall is a low price at time of sal e
and frozon mutC.,n for the consumer all winter and epring . Many of the
lambs are often young or in thin condition and would return a profit fo r
feeding and also preeent a better caregss to the consumer, if held for a tim e
and fed a liberal grain ration . Winter feeding offers splendid opportunities
to progrosaive men .

Even with the in of Canada and the United States supplied, thi s
country need never want for an outlet for her lamb and mutton . The door
to Great Britain's markets is ever open to receive almost any quantity,of
meats which the Dominion may be able to produce as a surplus . The British
trade, however, ~ even more @xacting than the home demand in its insistanc e
upon quality and finish . Should we ever again be able to engage in a respect-



able export business, strict attention must be naid amongst athei~ thin 1`
doeking and castration .' The B ri tish market will nôt favor us with Its réscôg-
nition unless we demonstrate our ability to'supply it with a supe rior arlicle,
uniform in quality, attractive in ap pearance and fitted to meet the most
fastidious demands of the trade . Big, fat, over-ripe sheep are now a drag in the
the butcher stalls . The compact, fleshy deepuartered sort is appreciated

present existing in Canada . In 1908, the number of - inspected sheep ex=
ported to various fore ign porta amounted to 07,701 head ; in 1 910 the exp ; rty
had fallon to 5,684 head. In the three months of Ap ri l, May and June 1911
there were imported into Canada to the To ronto market alone 14,27(i head .
We are told that of all the mutton and lamb handled in British Columbia
fully 90% is imported . Canada's sheep industr,v, if ever it is again to find its
feet, neecs to experience the impetus of a great revival .

In concludin g the summa ry of this pa rt of our report, we wish to en :-
phaétze the need for education . This is required in every section of Canada
and not in one phase of shee p breeding more than in another. An educational
campaign should include in its programme the offering of information upon
every branch of the subject. We feel confident that when the farmers a re
seized of the possibilities natural to the industry and are aroused to the
opportunities awaitingtheir efforts, the response w i ll lw rnore than gratifying
and will fully endonse and justify any efforts which may be put forth by our
Federal Department of .~gricultu re .

and sells to the most disc riminating customers. Mo reover, the market for
the best stuff has never yet been over supplied .

---- .Canada-has a great-advantage- over _ erfôreinust-côinpétifnrè in her com
-

parativo nearness to British po rts . Practically all Australiân, New Zealand
and Argentine mutton and lamb is frozen for shipment and, as the freeàing
process depreciates its quali+y and detracts from its appearance, it goes to
supply onl y the second class trade. The Dominion is in a position to land
its expo rt sheep at Liverpool on foot or to dévelop a chilled meat trade, which
possibly is the' better and more practicable plan . In either case, the
commodity should reach the British market in a highly attractive form and
there compete not , unsuccessfully with the home g rown p roduct . If ever
this position is reached, the future of the Canadian mutton trade is assu re d .

In the meantime, we must bear in mind the anomalies of the situation -at



CHAP. XIV .

SURVEY OF THE WOOL SITUATION IN CANADA

General Summary

Commission was appointed'by the Minister of Agriculture to investigate th e
R^fore going into this .subject, we must first remember that the Sheep

sheep intlustry and tts .by-products. It must therefore bé clearly understoo d
that sheepfarming and wool growing is a branch of agrieulÉure, and we mus t
review the situation from that standpoint and no other. Hf we do this, it wil l
.;implify matters and help us to solve this difficult wool problem . Hitherto ,
the wool growing industry has always been considered in conjunction with
other industries, with the result that no satisfactory solution hasever bee n
reached . Wool growing has been a failure in iteelf ; therefore it must first be
examined by itself, and quite detached from any industry outside of agri-
culture. If a commission were appointed to investigate wheât farming, no
one would expect them to encumber their report with the cost of constructing
baker,' ovens. The fact that wool is mostly used for clothing must be set
aside for the moment, because we must first grow the wool .

The history of wool growing in Cânada makes melancholy readirrg indeed .
In spite of all the theories advanced for its revival, it has steadily decrease d
until we are now left with only two million sheep available for wool produc-
tion . We cannot have wool without sheep, and the reasons for the decline
of sheep farming have been exhaustively dealt with in other chapters. Wool
growing in other countries where the industry is prosperous, has also been
described in detail . All that is necessary now, is to compare the methods
ofgrowingAnd liandl ing wool in Canadai  with the systems of other countrie s
and note the contrast . When this has been donë it will be admitte-ic tlhüt-the
methods of handling wool in Canada a re so far behind other countries where
the industry énjoys natural proskerity, that failu re has been inevitable .
Having admitted that, some may stall be inclined to wonder why the price wa s
1,o low, and it may be necessary to explain this further . All our interviews
with farmers revealed one sore grievance, and that was the,price of wool .
Néat toztogs and fencing,the-low-price of wool,-was-the ehief exeuse-Siven for
not keeping sheep. The fact that mutton and Jamb had doubled in prtce ,
the demand being so great that price would keep up, while wool in spite of it s
general scarcity was always erratic, would not sattsfy them .

When the improved methods and superior marketing organization of
other countries were described at sortie of our meetings ; farmers appreciated
this information, butsome were quite'unable to understand why the difference
between the price of wool in Canada and other countries should be so great .
Two questions were often put to us in different districts until they became
stock questions . "Why is the price of our wool so low?" and "Why is the
price of wool lower in Canada than in other countries? "

The answer to the first question is:-the price of our wool is low .
because it is not worth more, and the reason why it was not worth more
is its bad condition in most cases, and its irregularities in others . The
answer to the second question is :-the price of wool is not low in Canada ;



it is only the price of Canadian wool that is low . The market value of
wool is the same in Canada as elsewhere,because the Canadianmanufacturers
have to pay the full market price for imported wool in the world's market,
in competition with all the rest of the worlM Some farmers have got the
impressionthat manufacturers have been bu mg cheaper or lower priced
wool abroad, and that that has been keeping down the price of homegrown
wool . This is a most erroneous impression. Manufacturers have paid the full
market price for every pound they have imported and all freight charges
besidès. The market prices for every kind of woof imported last yeart are
given in clear simple tables in this report, in Canadian currency . In addition
to the countries visited during the past ten, monthà ., in connection with . this
investiFation, we have given all necessaiy information about other sheep
countnes,from experience gained in previous visits and recent correspondence .
Partiéulara of all the wool grown and exported by the leading aheepfarming
countries of the- world are also given, together with the prices received .
Every baie has been accounted for .

A very common remark of farmers who attended our meeting was,-
"Look at the price of wool in the States!" We have carefully examine d

the price of wool the re and thi s is what we find. In the fiscal year

ending March 31st, 191% the Canadian- manufacturers imported 837,855

lbs . of woof from the United States, and again in the fiscal year ending March

318t, 1911; they had imported 87(i,40a lbs . For both theëe lots they not only
paid the prices received by the producer, but the additional cost of grading

in Boston or Philadelphia. It is quite evident that Canadian Manufacturers

do not hesitate at payin g a good price for wool when they get the class they

requi re in proper condition. T14?itrmers who said "Look at the price of

wool in the States" were invariably men who kept mutton sheep, mostly
Down sheep, so we went to the States and made special enquiry on their

behalf . In such states as Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, and Ohio, we met

men well known to Canadian-farmers . They are men who import and breed

Ddwn sheep, and win prizes at the International Shows . They had been

in EngWad during the summer and visited some sheep fairs and wool markets .

They saw Shropshiré wôol selling at 24-cents-for-wether-,- and 2fi cents -for

ho§g wool . When they -eturned home, the,~ struck out for 25 cents and held

the ir wool . By Ch ristmas they had not been offe red more'than 23 cents,

and when we saw them in May this year, they had just sold it for 18 cents along

with this year's clip . The saine class of wool was 231 cents in Shropshire on

June 28th, and 24 cents on the 29th . We a re comparing the prices of wool

in the States just now, and_Àe-find " .Torritoi~%•" wool selling below I3ritish•
wool prices in spite of a duty of eleven cents . Thëy have their ups aiïd

downs,and their worr ies and troubles in the United States as inother countries .

We found them mo re troubled over ta ri ff agitation than other wool growing

count ries are about droughts . We must admit however that the duty on

wool has forced American manufactu rers durin* the past few years, to pay

as high a price for Weste rn wool in bad condit i on, as imported Australian

wool in good condition . That situation only lasted for a time, and gave

way last year. At the p reseut moment the high duty is quite impotent .

When agitation ceases and their wool is put up in better shape, their prices

will recover, because t he wool tirade is good elsewhe re and American manu-

factu rers a re-paying high prices for impo rted wool, befo re it goes into bond .

- Another class of farmer who compla ined about the low price of wool in .

Canada, was the pureb red sheep man. He has our sympathy because , his
wool was of good quality and in fairly good condition, far lietter than the
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average, if not quitc . so good as the imported. In many cases he got only
the same price as his neighbors did for inferiorwôol in inferior condition, and
in other cases, only the usual diffe rence between "mixed grades", and pure -
b reds. This man says that his price should only have been two or three
cents a pound below English wool of the same class, instead of two cents
above his neighbor's infer i or grade fleeces . He is quite right, but there was
no help for it . What are the fleeces of 50 pu re b red sheepto a manufacture r?
When lie has graded 50 fleeces into th ree classes and sorted each fleeck into
six qualities, (each quality to be used for a diffe rent purpose,) and when
he has scou red out 47 per cent of dirt and g rease, what has he left? This
is not all . In the process of manufactu re , there is the waste, and the separa-
tion of the noil from the top, each to be used fof a diffe rent purpose. What
has the manufactu rer left'now? Only enough for samples, as each of these
different qualities would be insufficient to make one stock line of goods. In
this way To cannot possibly afford to pay a sheep b reeder the full market
value for his wool . If a hund red breeders of one breed of sheep put all their
wool topether, and classed it and said-" We have 1,000 fleeces of selected
Shropsh ire wool; averaging 81bs . each correctly classed and properly packed .
What will you give?" He would no Nubt, give them 24 cents and it would
pay him better at that price than giving. one farmer 15 or 16 cents a pound
for fifty fleeces . This is only a crude illustration, but it is sufficient to prove
the point. After the farmers have been taught to pack their wool properly,
some organized system of marketing is absolutely necessary befo re their
wool can command its full market value . The manufacturer is not to be
blamed for the present low prices because he is giving quite as much as be
can afford for wool under p resent conditions .

He re are three of the principal reasons why the Canadian Manufacturer
buys some of his wools abroad .

First, lie has to import wool because Canada doe : not produce enough .
Second, lie has to import wool because Canadian wool is not put up in a

suitable condition for his better class work .
Third he has to import certain kinds for certain purposes, and a g reat

mânÿ kindë nrro nôt grown in Canadâ ât all .
Now we will try to explain these three reasons . The re is no excuse fo r

the first reason becnuse Canada is capable of-producing mo re wool of certain
kinds than domestic ma nufacturers will ever requi re. -

The second reason also admits of no excuse, as every farmer ought to
be able to get up every p roduct of his farm in p roper condition, so that he
can command the best-market value .

The third reason is quite different, because it is impossible for any country
in the world to grow every kind of wool requi red in the various branches of
the woolen trade .

The resources of Canada as a sheep country have hithe rto been under-
estimated, and the common imp ression has been that Canada could only
produce sufficient wool for her own requi rements . How this ridiculous idea
has lived so long we cannot imagine . As far as the wool of useful breeds of
mutton sheep is concerned, Canada can always produce far mo re wool than
her growing population can consume during the p resent century. If the
sheep industry of Canada we re once placed on a healthy footing we would
have a su rplus of wool directly . At the sanie time, certain wools of sheep
unsuitable for Canada's climate and conditions would still have to be imported .
Of course we must add that Canada ought to produce mo re than double the
variety o l wools she is doing at p resent, but that cannot be done until our
average farmers become be tter sheepmen .
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We will just mention a few of the British wools Canada does not produc e
at p resent,-Cheviot, Blaekface, "North" (Halfb red), Bright "Pirley"
Lustres (Wensleydale), Roscommon, Romney Marsh, Ryeland, Gritstone,
Demi-Lust re Crossb reds etc ., etc . All these wools are specially adapted for
certain pu rposes, and they all come into Canada in the shape of top s and yarns
or raw wool . All these sheep a re mutton breeds, and would thrive in different
pa rts of Canada, but we are not just yet ready for some of them, and it may
nover be found necessâry to have all of them . Mutton sheep should first
be proved to be profitable for mutton purposes before wool is conside red .
Competition in woolen goods is so keen now that manufacturers must have
these wools'to produce a ce rtain finish . They cannot use substitutes and
keep pace with fashion and competition ., In addition to these wools the re
a re certain kinds of crossb red Merino diffe rent from those produced in Alberta,
and special kind s of very fine Merino from Tasinania and Australia, and also
an endless variety from Asia and Northe rn Africa. It will the re fo re be seen
that it is unwise to either regulate or restrict our sheep industry to the requi re -
ments of our manufactu rers .

Having explained why the price of wool is so low, and also that the
manufactu rer is not to blame, we will now try to give some information about
the amount of wool exported. It is impossible to accurately get at the
amount of wool grown in Canada, but a Boston authority gives the wool
production of B ritish No rth America, as 11,210,000 lbs . in 1909. T'rat
includes Newfoundland of course, but that country only, possesses 80,000
sheep, and if these average a clip of 8 pounds to th e fleece, Canada is left with
a production of 10,570 0001bs . Our recent enquiry into the sheep population
of Canada gives us only two millions, and supposing they average a fleece of
7 lbs . each, this would give us about 14,000,000 lbs . of wool in the grease .
If we took the lambs into consideration, this would maké the Boston estimate
appear nearly correct, but-the pulled wool ought to count for ' something,
so that we cannot be so far short of 14,000,000 Ibs . after all, as 7 lbs . is a

low average for a Canadian fleece . When the complete census figures appear,

reliable estimates will be possible .
- About thirteen years ago, all sheep farming countries began to make

more progress than usual, and Canada has also been prosperous d ►ring the
past thirteen years in almost everything except sheep farming. We wil l
therefore go back to 1898 and give the wool exports up to the present year .

l;xports -1898 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,172,034 lbs :
__ . . _ . 91 991 =`1 9 . .~ . . . . . . . . . . . ,

1900 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,213,853

1901 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,152,661 r,

1902
:

: : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,973,772

1903 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,527,450

-1904 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . 1,836,506 "
if 1905 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,400,559 cr

"(, 1906 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,50
5290

,384
130If 1907 . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. ~ ,987 «
41 19Û9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,95 6137,099 If



In the fiscal year ending March 31st, 1 910, the wool exports were as
follows :-

Countrie K

----- -----
'l'u Great llritain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

United States . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Newfoundiand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .

7'otnll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The fiscal year ending March 31st, 1911, again shows a slight decrease .

Countric a

To lircal Rritain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
United titatcs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

NPN'loun(IIa1nI (t1'asllell) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

'l'otal, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

490,040 Lbs.
1,829,473 "

1,269 "

2,321,140 I.bs .

780,024 I .be .
416,166 "

734 "

1,190,924 Lbs .

Amoun t

W8,077

Amoun t

$257,77 6

These figu res are so insignificant that any deduction seems a waste of
time, but every little movement can be attributed to some cauee . Newfound-
ltuld's raw wool trade is .only a matter of re tail transactions and may he left
out of account . . The woolen trade was bad in the United States last year,
and its wool impo rts from all countries dec reased very much . - The inc rea se
in the amotnlt sent by Canada to G reat Britain was not owing to the fact that
the British woolen trade was in a flourishing condition, but me rely owing to
the fact that a few growers in Alberta sent a few sample shipments to the
Glasgow market as an experiment . Two reasons lead us to believe that
more Cantidian wool is being used at home . rirst, the hosiery trade is good,
and iloniéstie blankets nrdbecomingm~rç ppulRrévéry year Apartfrom the
difTel•elrt kinds of wool sometimes used, the grading and sorting necersarv
for hosiery and blankets is not so e xacting as it is for tailors' woolens . The
second reason is the decrease in wool imports in spite of improved trade .

Last year, Canada only imported 6,422,3 96 pounds of wool of all kinds ._
'l'lte previous year's figures agg regate 7,427,079 pounds . The- amount of
British wool imported, has tlec reased from 4,595,434 pounds in 1910, to
3,142,209 pounds during the fiscal year ending March last . This indicatès
that home grown wool has taken the place of British grown to a great measure .
W hen we remember that the re a re thirty nine b reeds of sheep in Britain, not
to mention the numerous erossbltitls and llalfb reds, and the great variety of
wools these produce many of them special purpose Wools, [three million
pottltds is a very paÎtry amount . Canada grows no special ~urposti wool .
Take the carpet trade alone, the re - are two k111ds of wool this industry must
have,--certain varieties of Asiatic wool and the wool of Scotch Blackface



Sheep . Canada cannot`p roduce the former, and does not produce the latter.
It is not necessary to mention other special-purpose wools because three
million pounds of wool could be overcome by an increase of 375,000 sheep
( mutton breeds) averaging a fleece of eight pounds each .

We commenced our statement of the exports with the year 1898, the re -
fore, we will also give the importa for the same period . We were told by some
farmers that the "imports had ~one up by leaps and bounds since the collec-
tion of the duty was suspended,' but we find tlie imports have shown a slight
iticlination to decrease rather than increase, during the past twelve years .

1898 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,785,899 lbs .

1899 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . 9,413,739

1900 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,054 ,699

1901 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S, 574,605
.,

1902 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,360,738

1903 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,994,702

1904 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,331 1 ,369

1905 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,6 17,211

1906 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,311,837 "

1907 (9 1no11ths) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,9'i3,791

1908 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t3,1G9,216 „

1909 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 ,683,948
«

From 1903 to 1911 the imports have kept very near to seven millions. The.

imports of wool for the past two years, and a llst of the countries in which
they were produced are rather interesting . In the fiscal year ending uarch

31st . 1910, the imports were as follows :-=

From Great B ri tain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

r, United States . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

., France . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

11 " Auslrsliâ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . .: • '

New Zealand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Africa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

„ Italy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . .

flermany . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . .

!! A

. . . .

g~t~na. . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Totals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

---

4,595,434 Ibo .
807,855 "
055,828 u
M9,0W , ..

36
1
I-wï

a

247,835 "
88,878 "
51,575 "
29,28

0 21,710

7,427,079 Ibo .

Amoun t

$975,887
159,341
195,185
12b,087
7a-,2(Fi
26,829
11,020
7,999
0, &M
5,60 5

f1,587,175
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The figures for the following year show a wonderful redistribution of purchases .
Few farmers are able to realize what an influence fashion has on raw material .
It i s also astonishing how a country importing raw material, especially wool,
finds it necessary to divert its purçhasea from one country to another as the
following list will show. Every country howevër hnâ to do this .

WOOI9 IMPORTED DURING THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING MARCH 31ar . 1911 .

Country . Wool

From Great liritain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,142,209 lba.
United States . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S".û,~306
Nen~Lealand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 432,4.13
France . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' 812,385

1 Australla .-.,-. ., ._-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 317,742
" Br . South Africa . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .i 353,034 "

Br. West Indics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .! 763
Argentin a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ! 225,928
Turkeyi[1 Asia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,228

„ Oermany . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .! 122,036
Italy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ 63,158
Mexico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .i 74,111 r~

Amount

$736,663
181,10 4

101,84
251 ,582
99,623
42,567

92
47,167

24 8
19,479
9,755
7,41 1

6,422,396 1bs . 1i1,498, 520Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1

Most farmers would like to know how much of this six and a half million
pounds of wool is competitive . At presént none of it is directly competitive
because Canadian wool is not put up in proper condition, and many suitable
breeds of sheep are not kept . Let us suppose however that Canadian wool-
growers are instructed in packing their wool so that it was nqual to that of
other countries, and let us also suppose that Cânada was actually growing
all other kinds of wool suitable to her climate and condition,-how much of
the wool now imported would then be competitive? According to last
years importations, only 4,676,956 pounds would be coanpetitivë . This
amount is smaller than we imagined until we went carefully into the importa-
tions. If we increased oûr sheep by 600,000 head, and were careful that this
_increase__i _itcludkdl the breeds mostsuitable for the country_,_ it would
just C. us the amount we want . The wool from 600,000 shép with â cliP
of 8 lbs . each would give us 4,800,000 lbs .

IMPORTATIONS OF COMPETITIVE VPOOL .

We were told by a#ew- farmers-during our-investigation-that -``Upward s
'of eleven million pounds of compeli6ve wool was dumped into Canada every
year." We have recently seen it stated in the press that "Canada imports
twenty million pounds of competitive wool annually." Such -erroneous
statements are very misleading . The total imports for the past two years
average barely seven millions and of this, the possible competitive . wool
amounts to about four and a ha{f millions . A fair proportion of the amount
imported was "pulled" wool, and this is now found very suitable for certain
kinds of hosiery yarns . Now the fellmongers cannot be blamed for this,
because they do their work well . Our wool-pullers are up-to-date . Mot



of-them have adopted the Depilatory p rocess (sodium - Sulphide) while others
remove the wool by the "Mazamet" process, and none of them use the old
"slipe" or lime process . Of course we cannot get pulled wool f rom the frozen
carcasses we are compelled to import through the scareity of mutton .

IMPORTATIONS OF Woo;, Tops .

A few farmers complained about tops bein g imported by manufactu rers.
Now this is a question for the manufactu rer alone, and fcrmers should not
worry over it . When there is a run on certain kinds ofworsteds, it may help
manufacturers to fi ght competition better, and emplo y , mo re labor by im-
porting tops. In Yorkshi re , tops ' a re not 'sold by manufacta rerE+, but by
wool merchants: It is part of their business . Many largo manufacturers
there make some tops for their own use, but find it pays better to buy others.
High fy protected and pushful Germany is one- of England's best oustomera
for tops . However, it is part of our work to answer all the farmers com-
plaints to the best of our ability, so we have looked into this question also,
and this is what-we find . In the fiscal year ending-Mareh 31st : 1910; Canada
imported from G reat Britain, $2,620 worth of tops . Farmers need not lose
any sleep over this small amount . The fiscal year ending March 31st . 1911
shows no record of any tops being imported at all .

IMPORTATIONS OF YARNS .

In some cases farmers complained about yarns being imported, and they
had an impression that this inju red the demand for domestic wool and kept
the priçe down . Now this is more a manufactu rer's question than the tops,
and we do not care to meddle with it, as the manufacturer ought to know
his own business best. Every country imports yarns of some kind . The
Canadian manufacturer pays a duty on yarns made from what ip i#qht be
called competitive-wool . If Canadian wool is sold in European countries and
some of it comes back in the shape of yarns, the wool grower loses nothing .
It is pu re ly a'manufactu rer's question, still we must try to relieve the wool
grower s Inlnd a little, even if we fail to satisfy him . The an ►ôunt of tops and
yarns imported by domestic manufactu rers is less in p roportion than in the
case of other countries . All manufacturing count ries-are interdependent in
yarns . England sells yarns to Germany Wi rance and all other count ries, yet
she also buys yarns from France and Germany and they a re all bénefitted b y

-the exeliange.--Canada-imports -yarns f rom-G reat I3ritam,-Siermany,- Belgium,__._--
France and United States . Dtiring the fiscal year ending in March last, th e
yarn i mports we re 4 ,282,002 pounds and the cost was i2,132,535 . When the
propo rt ion is conside red, wool growers need not worry over this matter. Ger-
many buys about 16,000,000 pounds of tops from England in one year, and

_- the -yarn-trade.is-a .steady_one of 38,900,000 to_ 40,000,000 poun ds a year.
Last year England sold to Germanÿ 39,245,~W lbs . of yarns, amounting-to

S18,088,455. Of course G:rmany buys yarns from other countries also, but
we have said quite enough about yarns and tops . Some may think that we
have drawn this explanation out too long, but unfortunately this is not all .

THE SUPPO9ED COMPE'rITION OF SHbDDY .

The wool grower has still another grievance, which is also a manufac-
turer's question . It is astonishing how fond some fanners_are of bearing the
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manufacturer's burdens when they can be used as excuses for not keeping
►no re sheep . This excuse is shoddy. The - manufactu re and use, of shoddy
has been specially dealt with in another chapter of this repo rt.,, so that a
further explanation here would be superfluous . The common imp ression
that shoddy directly inju res the wool grower is,ridiculous. This has been
harped on by unscrupulous persons for selfish purposes, and also worked up
by sensational magazine writers, men without any practical knowledge of
such subjects who only sit on office chairs and imagine things . When properly
understood it is not the awful thing it is made out to be. Eve ryone knovVs
it is unsatisfactory when a large percentage is added to woollen pjnths, and
well d ressed people avoid buying ►t, but the world could not get on without
it today, because the re is not enough wool grown to clothe all the people who
need woollen goods of one kind And another. The world's production of
unwashed wool is only 2,952,782,785 pounds, and if that we re used for every
pûrpôse for which wool, both-new and remanufactured is used, we would be '
hnlf naked unless we used ve ;et.able substitutes . One of the g reatest authori-
tir - in America on this sub ject goes even further, and figures it out to â
i r, tion,-" If all the wool grown in the world we re converted into * cloth,
ai--l distributed pro rata among the people who inhabit the globe outside the
Tropics, the annual per capita sha re would be 14 ounces of pure wool cloth .The

ordmary light weight cloth weighs about 14 ounces per yard, 55 inches
wide. A suit of - clothes requi res 3 1 yards. A man's share of the wool êlip'
is therefo re , enough cloth to make a light-weight suit eve ry three and one
half years ." Such far 'reaching statistics are beyond us, but reckoning
population and production it appears to be a reasonable estimate. -

Canada imports no rags, but exports a small amount . The g reatest part
of domestic rags ►s ground up and manufactured in this country. The re is
also a common imp ression among farmers that no shoddy is made in Canada,
but this is a mistake . Goods containing shoddy a re also ►mported, and the
contention of some of our manufacturers is this -that the percentage of
shoddy in any cloth, either imported or domestic, Zould be stamped on every
piece . Nhether this scheme ►s workable or hot we a re unable to say, because
► t ►s purely a question betwecn manufactu rers themselves, those who use
shoddy and those who do not use it . All we havé to Bay he re on this subject
is,-leave the matter in the hands of the manufacturers, to settle between
themselves. It is no immediate conce rn of the woolg rowers' and never con-
cerned them di rectly .

Having explained, to the best ol our ability, all the pointa raised at our
-meetings-by-wool-growers,-we-may-add that-it-has been-n-pleasitre .to-clo-so .--_---
Although, we have been obliged to be very candid in our remarks on certain
shortcomings which we discovered, it was only because he ~ad to get at the
very root of the troublé before a remedy could be found . it is not the fault
of our farmers that they, have been laboring for several years, under w rong
impressions-about .-wool, 'because_the y_have_ had littl _ bey4nd theoriesput_
before them on this subject, while sheèpfarmers ►n other young countries
have been helped with practical information and marketing organization .
While thanking them for the assistance they gave uâ during our investigation
we now take the liberty of advising them to leave all theories alone, ana
insist on getting all the practical information they can . They should also
devote special attention to sheep raising,and wool growing snd not trouble
about the ►ntricaeies of other industries which use their by-products. T. e
home market will have a surplus of ce rtain kinds of wool befo re there is any
surplus of mutton, but in addition to the wants of this continent there ►s



always a market in the Old Country for more than Canada is likely to produce .
The world is short of both mutton and wool, and over production is im-
possible under present conditions, while good ôrganization will .always prevent
temporary gluts on the market . .Canada has now a èpiendid opportunity
and ought therefore to take immediate advantage of it . 1

The Wool Problem and i ts Solutio n

A good many farmers we met, had got it- into their heads that some one
was to blame for the low price of wool . As far as we could trace, no one was
di rectly to blame:' When we stated that the manufacturer could scarcely
be charged with the low price,as far as we could see, some would say, "Then
the policy of the country in this matter must have been wrung . " Even on
this delicate point, as in all others, we had strictly open minds, but this was a
sübject we could not discuss during our investigation. Now, when our-
investigation is over and we come to write our report, we are happy to say
that we can afford to ignore "policy," and for this reason, neither one policy
nor another will have any real effect on the wool growing industry . People
who have -held-the=opposite opinion, were' uuider- the im pression that .Canada
could only p roduce sufl'icient wool for her own consumpt ion . When anything
is produced" for inte rnal consumption only, and never yields any surplus, it
is possible to retard or further its production by changes of policy. Particular-
ly is this the case with manufactured goods . Changes of t olicy, however ha v e
no effect on any healthy indust ry producing a lar $e surplLs of raw,mate rial
to bemarketed àbroad . From every point of view this is especially true
in regard to the by-products of the sheep industry .
. The fact that the United States is our only neighbor,. giv.ts many people

wrong imp ressions on this sub'ect . The pos i tion of the Ui:ited States i s

unique in many respects, enabling her in one way, and compelling her in
another, to adopt policies and even methods, qüite unworkabM elsewhere .

Her productions a re varied, owing to the variety and scope of 1er natural

resources . She has still most of the natural resources of a new cou i, try, with

more than the average population of old countries . Itmay pâÿ hër in 8onie
cases to aim at being independent while it may be mo re profitable t -)r other

count ries, less favorably situated by nature, to-be inter-dependent . Other

young countties are alive to this fact " and are "king the most of their vatural

resource s . The wool problem of the Ûnit,ed States is now reaching that c ritical

stage when domestie consump tion is almost double the amount of prodt etion ,

and the staté-of the wool trade during-the next few3 ears is bound_tobe- some--- ---- -

what strained, if not unsettled. Whi le this fact is doûbtless true, whet con-
cerns us at the p resent moment is this,-the wool problem of the United

States is exactly the oppos ite of the wool problem of Canada. Tb e, great

mistake all along, has been out persistent desi re to imitate our neigmbor-iii

matters- relating- to -the-wool - trade .-_WhatQver advaatageswe ma ,r have

gained by following her example in .,,he construction l-bor-savv ng agri-

cultural implements, one of the chief reasons for our failure in wool groa•i ng,

has been the mistaken policy of t ry in K to imitate her in this matter also.

The United States has a population of about 95 ,000,000 people, with a

sheé~ï population at p resent, of less than 50,040,000 head . lier wool pro-

duction is a little over 300,000,000 pout}ds a year and her annual importation

of wool is over 250,000 000 pounds approximâtely. Our popiilation is only

8 ,000,000 people, and aIthough we have only the consum ing power of eight

millions, yet we have the producing power of many times that number.

11883-12
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The United States will never be able to supply her own wants ; we will always

be able to expo rt the major portion of our p roduction. The United States

is adapted by natu re to grow a large variety of wools in insufficient quantities,

while we a re adapted by natu re to grow fewer varieties in more than sufficient

quantitiesf for domestic consumption. In every way our problem is exactly

the opposite .
Now other young countries such as Australia and New Zealand, countries

with climatic conditions somewhat different f rom Canada's but with the same
problem in front of ' them, have acted diffe rently and made a great success

of sheep farming . They saw thaftheir .natural resources for producing wool
would always be far in excess of domestic requi rernents; and they set them-
selves to develop those natural resources to the beat advantage and turn
them into money. Their chief surplus was the Old World's chief want, and
they took advHntage of the circumstances . Other count ries followed, notably
South America and South Africa, and they were also successful . Canada dici
the same in wheat farming, and look at her success . Unfortunately she did
not do the same with sheep farming. No, she either forgot or ignored her nat-
ural resources and became enamoured with "policy : '-Instead of developing
her natural resources, as a mutton and wool producer for exportation, she began
to think and talk like her neighbor with a d iffe rent problem and a vast .popu-
lation, until she persuaded herself that the keystone of successful sheep farm-
ing wai3 growing wool for domestic consumption . The whole argument was,
"The States does it ." She clung to this theory and ne glected to take action
in accordance with her own circumstances and natural conditions until the
sheep industry be gan to decline . In the meantime, she received no practical
information and fell behind other countries in improved methods and organiza-
tion. What is the result? We a re now importing frozen caresses from
those other young count ries who we re faced with the same problem but who
have acted diffe rently .

We will again re turn to the remark of the few farmers who said that

the policy of the country must have been wrong. We have shown that it

--was-possiblefor -the_United States to adopt the olicy she did. We have also

shown that other countries with a different outlôôk saw tthat it was impos-
sible for them, and did the very opposite with g reat success. We all know
that slight changes of policy or the least agitation, se riouslx interfe res with
wool-growing in the United A tates, because her production is very far . Short

of her own requi rements . Now-we will show that political changes in other
countries never interfere wrth wool-growing, because their production is far
in éxcess of"their-domestic-wants . --Look at-the-South-American-Republics
for instance . They are not famed for political stability, yet their wool-grow-
in g industry enjoys continued and uninterrupted prospenty . Look at Cape
Çoloriy. The wool-growing industry the re goes on quietly and steadily im-

- proving in spite of political changes . The people of Australia and New 2ealand
- are -stead y; sensible ; intelligent-and-very-progressive, yet-théy sometimes have-

political changes of a somewhat embarrasing natu re . Their g reat prosperity

►n wool growing however, continues uncheckéd . The . èheepmen in these

countries never trouble about "policy," be cause their only t rouble is drou ghts.
Nothing but the failu re of nature itself can seriously affect their natural in-

dustry . Their product is the raw mate rial of the manufaotu rer, both domestic

and foreign, and their prices are governed by the great consuming markets

abroad .
As soon as we produce a surplus of raw material to be exported every

year, the price at home is bound to be regulated by the market value abroad .
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Which market rules the price of Canadian wheat, Winnipeg or Liverpool?
Would any man say to-day, "Let us restrict the production of-wheat to the
limits of our own requi rements, so that we may be able to form a policy to
reyulate our own prices, independently of other . markets"? No matter what
opinions people may have about manufactured articles for domestic consump-
tion, it is qui te 1a d ifferent, question when we have a surplus of raw material
to be marketed'abroad .

Now it must be clearly understood that Canada is capable of-produeing
more wool of certain kinds than a population of eighty millions of people can
consume. Great Britain has 32,000,000 sheep of mutton breeds, and a popu-
lation of nearly fifty million people, yet with her home consumption and her
huge export trade in woolen goods, she cannot use' up all her homegrown wool,
but exports .millions of pounds annually . She isobliged to use up enormous
quantities of wool grown in other countries, because these wools are absolutely
necessary, although she cannot grow them herself . The kind of wool pro-
duced in Canada will be chiefly that of mutton sheep . Owing to the rapid
influx of settlers into the prairie country of the West, the sheep range is getttng
smaller every year, so that the production of crossbred Merino wool will never
be larRe . Avery slight increase in the number of sheep would produce a sur-
plus of wool . We are only using about 21,000,000 pounds of wool annuRlly,
including every variety grown in hot countries and in the far East, yet three
and a half million sheepwould give us about 23 000,000 pounds of wool . The
competitive wool we are now importing is only €our and a half million pounds
just the clip of 600 000 sheep, so that twenty eight million pounds of woof
means that we shall Kave a surplus for which a market must be found . Would
anyone say, "Let us keep the number of our sheep under thrce_ and a half
millions?" No, certainly not . Sheep farming in Canada must now go ahead
and become a great and profitable industry,* exporting both mutton and wool
in large quantities, so that it may bring-millions of dollars into the country
instead of frozen caresses .

_-_ . ..__-_ ----_ _-_ ___-- 1J- _ -_

"What must we;To to get a bètter ~rice for our wooli wâs a question -
often put to us dunng our tour of investigation . When we tried to explai n

what would . be necessary, the next question was invariably, "How can we
be`sure of getting full market value?" We never fôrgot those two questions,
and they are the last two on our minds as we write the blosing chapterx of our
report . These two .quest.ions are really answered in almost every chapter we

-have-written in-eonneetion-with-wool,=practical information .and_thorQugtt--
organization . The Canadian farmer must be educated in growing and hand-
ing his wool properly, until he is able to turn it out as well as wool growers in
other countries. His wool will then be worth the full market price, eithe r
at home or abroad. He cannot be sure of gettin g full market value until a

--well-organized systemof marketinghas been put m_operation .

While care fully studying the system of marketin g wool in G reat B ritain,
United States, Argentina, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa, we were
convinced that none of these systems could be copied entirely. We.felt that
some new plan would have to be worked outi containing borrQwed ideas and
suggestions from all these count ries, which m ight then be woven into ., a con-
struetive plan specially suited to our own conditions. The rough outlines
of this plan will be found in our recommendations, and full details wi ll be
explained when a scheme of education has been arranged .

' . •
.

- _, •,
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Leaving all contentious matter out o f the question, and avoidiug all the
widely diversi fied vie*s which have been expres..Ged in the past, we areIm"y
to be We to state with perfect confidence, that the wool problem -max.beselved -
and the in dustry be made profitable to those engaped in it, without -any
injury whatever to those indirectly connected with it. With a sub-
etant ialsurplus of wool in-proper condition to place on the free markets
of England, where every manufacturing count ry in the world is buying in
competition, the highest market prices will always be, realized, and•satLfac-
tiôn assured, quite independent of, any policy advocated in the past or
anticipated for the future .



CHAPTER XV . .

RECOffiMETiDATIONS

In now concluding our repo rt, we will not dwell upon the advantages
which woul &accrue to Canadian farmers through the creation-and establish-
merit of a great sheep industry in the Dominion . Thése we hope will beâp- ,

_pa rent. We are under obligation however to set fortfi, if only in a,genéral
way, the outlines of a policy which we woul d recommend,for adoption in the
inte rests of this important work. It will have been observed that all through
the report mûch.emphasis has been pla ced upon the ne cessity of an educational
campaign being undertaken, in districts whe re there is little intuitive know-

. ledge of sheep kéeping, and upon the need of a mo re thôroügh organization
in connectioq with the production and marketing of wooL In order, there-
fore, to give effect to the p roposals which may receive the endorsation of the
Depa

rt

ment and in order to give permanence to the policy which may ulti-
to the Live Stockmately be adopted, we would recommend the appoint ment

Commissioner's staff of two specially qualified officers to represent, respec-
tively, the sheep and wool industries, as a pa

rt
ot the executive organization

of the Live Stock Branch . The sheep industry, with all its attendant features,
is in need of definite organization and systematic di rection, and, in order to
ëffectively serve the inte rests involved, we think the M inister might 'wisely
consider this means of initiating the work .

Following the adoption of this proposal, an extensive campaign of educa-
tion should be comipenced. This campaign should cover every phase of the
production and marketing of mutton and wool . The more impo rtantfeatu res
which our investigatEion leads us to emphasize as deserving of special con-
sideration, we may now proceed to give in detail .

1 . The gèneral adoption of imp roved methods in breeding sheep is of
primâty importanc~The-haphxzard system now in-vogue-has (lone incalcul-
able harm in re tarding prog ress from the standpoint of both the wool and
mutton markets . The undertaking_ of a business-like policy, pre -~upposing
close attention to the reqûirements of the trade will alone save the situation .
Scientific breeding must be understood and its principles practised . The main-
taining of a single breed in any one locality is worth encouraging .

__- 21-Farm-management, in- re lation- to-sheep-husbandry,-ie-almost-a
science in itself and the subject should rece ive full discussion . The manage-
ment of land, fro in the standpoint of sheep keeping, is practised by only a
very few breeders . Definite systems should be advocated . The advantages
of special pasture crops should be pointed out and the danger , arising from
infested -pastures- clear.--_ - ------------------

3. 8heep are , as a rule, poorly housed and poorly fed . Severe losses
are sustained through lack of proper care during the winter season . Informa-
tion regarding,the successful feeding and management of a flock is badly
needed . Dipping, docking and castration must be intelligently undertaken
by the breeders .

4 . The demands of the, meat market are insistent but are disregarded .

Age, size and qûality are faètoi, of importance . Farmers should be urged

to form the-habit of'regularly i ..forming themselves as to the trend of the
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trade in the purchase and sale of mutton and lamb. The present irregularities
and anomalies, both of supply and demand, are due largely to lack of foresight
on the part of the b reeder and feeder.

5. Definite information is . needed as to the requiremants . of the best
markets for wool . This, when provided, should include a full explanation
regarding the ca re of the fleece on the sheep's back, on the shearing floor and
up to the time it leaves the farm.

6. Wool exhibits should, we think, be provideçl at a number of the mo re
important exhibitions of the country. . Such exhibits elsewhere have proved
to be an excellent means of enlightening farmérs on all matters connected
with wool production aud market requirements . So far as possible ; the
exhibits should be in charge of demonstrators fu lly .qualified to give to wool
growers needed information upon these and related subjects .

7 . The educational facilities offered by the Agricultural ' Colleges in the
Dominion are such as to make it desirable that advantage be taken of thQm
to c reate amongst- the students a special interest in the trade in wool . We
would suggest that the Department p rovide these colleges with ca re fully
arranged wool displays. We would urge also that their co-operation be
secu red and ' that they be earnestly requested to include in their courses on
sheep husbandry a set of lectures on the structure of the wool fib re and on
the scientific production of wool .

8. Demonstration farms should b ,, established in va rious pa rts of the
Dominion . Each farm should furnish a practical example of the advantages
to be derived from the keeping of sheep under the conditions .obtaining in
the particular district in which it is located . The purchase of land would
in few cases be necessary, rented farms be ing quite as suitable for the proposed
undertaking. --The- sheep-industr-y-is-in-need-of-practical-object-lessons-ancl-
nothing less will serve . The Live Stock Commissioner's expectation that
these farms would be sélf-suport ing is a strong argument in their favor and .
should further commend the ir practical value to the sheepmen of eve ry pro-
vince . The farms should be so situated as th effeetively illustrate the ad-
vantapes of sheep keepin g , as for exàmple, in profitably utilizing rough
land, in fostering a'more intensive practice on m ixed farms, in assisting to
clear Western lands of weeds and in b ringing into more productive use the
rich valleys of British Colùmbia, whe re an early lamb trade is awaiting
development .

9 . The further distribution, in isolated districts, of pure bred sheep ;
especially rams, should be undertaken in a com prehensive way, Canadian
breeders have neglected the home trade and suitable- breeding stock needs
to be wisely directed into channels whe re it will mo re effectively serve the
inte rests of our own farmers. -

10. Co-operative summer grazing should be encouraged, especially,
in the Eastern provinces, as prev i ously suggested in our report .

11 . Co-operative marketing of sheep and lambs should be organized•in
specially- selected dist ricts in order, to ascertain the feasibility of the mo re

f
eneral adoption .of such a system . Our investigation leads us to strongl~
avor this method of market ing.

12. The settlement of abandoned farms where sheep raising could be
made a specialty should be encour aged. In order to render this practicable
it would be necessary that the land be clea red of stones, utider-brush Q
much useless timber . Temporary loans to the farmers, to be paid back in
annual installments extending over : a pe riod of years, would enable them to
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effect the necessary improvements . We commend to the pluvincea the
consideration of the whole queation . Lacking thèir initiative In openin gup
these abandoned areas for settlement, much useful land will, in all probabiGtvcontinue to lie idle .

13 . Realiiing that the enactment and enforcement of dog legislationmay be u-tdertaken solely by the Provincial Governments, we would suggest
that the Minister rQpreeent to these Governments the necessity for the rigorous
enforcement of th~ uxisting .dog laws or for théir amendment, if such be ce-
qui re d . Supp ression of • the evils attendant u pon the attacka by dogs
would remeve the g reatestobstaclé to successful sheep raising and restore
a sense of security and confidence to this important industry . After çareft il
study, we have come to the conclusion that a re gular tax should be imposed
upon the owners of dogs, the : annual payment of which would place needed
restriction upon the maintenance of useless animals and at the same time
provide sufficient funds to fully compensate farmers for such losses as they
might incur through the worrying of their sheep . As proof that the tax
has been paid and as a convenient means of identification, all dogs should be
raqui red to wear a collar, with a small metal disc attached, which $hould
b e ar-on the oneside the ownèr's name and add ress and on the other the license
number.
= In those provincés where sheep suffer through the attacks of coyotes and
other harmful wild animals, we would recommend that the enactments
providing for the suppression of these pests be systematically enforced .

14 . Special assistance should be afforded to Sheep 13reeders' ..Associa-
tions to enable..them to forward expe rimental consi gnments of wool to B ri tish
markets in order to test the advantages to be gained through such shipment~.
Care ful arrangements should be made to ensu re having the wool in the bes t

_l~ossililé côndltlôri,-nôi ôntyin the ca§e ôf âucli as mRp be âelé cecTfor ézpérl=___-____
mental shipments, but in regard to all consignments intended for sale in Great
Britain .

15 . After carefully studying the va rious methods of hnndling wool in
successful sheep farming count ries elsewhere, we have come to the conclusion
that Canadian wool should be handled on co-operative lines, Bo as to combine
the advantages possessed by the marketing system of G reat B ritain with
those secured th rough the ôrganization of Australasia, together with such
as would likelv be obtained through the adoption of approved metho o s
recently undertaken in other countries. As a means to this end central
wool depots or receiving stations should be established in suitable f ocaliti m
for collecting warehousing, grading and classing, Canadian grown wool for
shipment to the home or to the export trade .

THE RANCHING INDUSTRY IN THE WESTERN PROVINCES .

We have elwwhere rreferred to the great influx of settlers to the Western
prairies occupied hitherto by the sheepmen . While this immigration has
apparently been an advantàge tothe country ^enerally, it has broken up the
range holdings to such an extent that the sheep population, has not only
decreased to a serious extent but many sheepmen have bren driven out of
business entirely, while the few who now remain are disheartened and dis-
couraged .

A very important branch of live stock is therefore likely to disappear
during the next few years, unless some measures are undertaken to prevent it .
In view of this fact, we have taken the liberty of bringing these circumstances
to the notice of the Department .
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There is an abundance of range country still left which, if the right of
grazing on rro~~•n lands were permitted and a slight alteration-of the terms
of leasehold allowed, would maintain increased flocks of sheep-for the ranch
men still in business . Being confident of the advantages to be attained
through the grazing of sheep over this largely unoccupied range, we have
prepared a list of suggestions with the view of securing for the rancher more
extended rights in this territory. • This list, together with the details of our
special investigation of the question, have been placed in the hands of the
Live Stock Commissioner who has given us the assurance that the matter
will receive the consideration which its importance deserves . Althôugh the
details of this part of our investigation, pending a fuller study of the whole
subject, have been purposely left out of our report, the 4heepr men of Alberta
and Saskatchewan can rest assured that their interests have not been over-
looked .
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APPENDIX.

No. 1.
Order of Belling :-

H. IBWRLL Q[ Co .

W1ND&LSR âL CO.

BUE1owp RONALD & CO.

AME WOOL ERGHA,NGE,
25, COLEMAN STREET,

THE FOLLOWING G400D$, PIZ,o-
~

842 Bales Victorian Waol .
785 „ New South Wales
702 ,, New Zealand
.582 „ Queensland „

15 „ Adelaide
187 ,, Cape
100. „ Punta Arenas

3,213 Bales.
.m~mmw-ft

NOTS. TAe above ia a jac-simile of a apecimen page from a Colonial Wool Sales

Çataloçue .



Coribittons of ZaYe. -
1 .-The highest Bidder to be the Purchaser ; and if any dispute arise bétween the Bidders for any

Lpt it shall be decided by the Brokers, unless one of the Claimants will advance; in that
case the Lot shall be put up again .

2 .-The Goods to be weighixl'off by the Warehouse Keepers, and taken away by the Buyers, at
their own expense within fourteen days, with all faults and defects of'whatever kind (in-
cluding defect or error of description) . ' One Invoice to be rendered to each Buyer for the
whole amount of his purchases, and delivery to be given not later than the seventh day after
the day of Sale, upon payment of the Invoice in full, or, if the same be not then r+:ady, of
an estimated equivalent sum, in Cash, or Bank of England Notes, without discount .

3 .-The Goods to beYree of Rent, and at the Risk of the Vendors from Fire, without refctrer.ce to
any payment which may have been made by the Buyer to theBrokers, until Six o'Clock p .m .
of the third day fromthe expiration of the Prompt, unlcss delivéredfrom the Warehouses,
or transferred for re-housing in the Books of the Warehouse Keepers .

4 .-'fhe Buyers to pay the Brokers One Shilling per Lot, and to deposit £25 per cent, (if required)
at any time during or after the Sale .

5 .-And if any Lot or Lots remain uncleared after the expiration of the said fourteen days, the
before-mentioned deposit to be absolutely forfeited and the Buyer to be further subject to all

_ loss giid chargea_that may_accrue on the re-sale the reof, which it shal Ibe a t t he option of th
e Brokers to effect either by Public Sale or Private Contract.

6 .-lf the weighing, delivery, or receipt of any Lot shall be delayed or prevented by reason of a
general or partial strike of workmcn, the respective periods under these Conditions for
weighing, delivery, and receipt of, and payment for, the Goods shall be proportionately
extended for such period as may be necessary, not exceeding the twenty-eighth day from the
date of Sale . " If at the expiration of such twenty-eighth day the weighing, delivery, or recei} .t
of the Goods is, and shall have been prevented by any such strike, the Contract of Sale shail
as respects undelivered Goods, be annulled ; and all payments (if any)'made by the Buyer for
such undelivered Goods shall be repaid to him . If, however, a Delivery Order shall for
seventy-two hours (exclusive of Sundays or Bank or Public Holidays) have been in the
possession of the Buyer or his Agent, delivery ae between Buyer and Seller shall be deemed
complete . If delivery shall, from the causes specified- in this Condition, be delayed or
prevented, the charges on the undelivered Goods shall, during such extended time, be borne
by the Seller ; and unless the Buyer shall have made default in taking delivery the un-
delivered Goods shall be at the Seller's Risk as regards Fire until Four o'Clock in the after-
noon of the thirty-first day, computed from the day of Sale .

NOTE.-The above is a jac-s imile of a specimen page from a Colon{al Wool Sales
Catalogue .
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The Auctioneers have pleasure in announcing that they will give

9.6 6s. in Prizes ,
For the Best Lots of Wool .

Class 1 .-For the Best lot of Washed Wool, over 300 Flaeces . . 2 2 0
Second Prize . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 0

Class 2 .-For the Best lot of Washed Wool, under 300 Fleeces . . 2 2 0
Second Prize . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 0

qk eATALOGUE. % ,
Buyers are respectfully requested not to mia the Wools .

FLE~C~ WOOL .

Lots 1 to 82a are pltchei In Tent No. 1 . In Field near 8mithfleld.
Lot . Vendor. Sheets. Fleeces. Remarks. Price .

Davies E., The Oaks 1 47

------ ------------------
2, Dickin F. 1 33 15 tegs

3 Tapley J. 2 96

4 Bebb R. ds J. 1 50

Ward A., Chirbury 3- -130-

6 Shakeshaft P. 4 192 101 tegs

7 Thomas J ., Coulton 1 50

Steele Geo . 2 80 30 tegs

Marston T .

10 Critchley J. 3 122

SakNOTE:-The above 4 a jad~iniite of a apecimen page from catalogue of tii'ellington
.



- ~MAle~r~+4N . - .

First . The highest bidder to be . .the buyer but if any dispute arises
a ►:3 .r^~c:~i,- the Lot in dispute is to be immediateiy put up agai n

or in case of more than one bidder, the Auctioneers rese•rve the
right to declare the buyer . . The Auctioneers reserve to themselves
the right of refusing the biddings of any person, and of altering
or withdrawing any 16t`ot lots.

Second. One farthing per lb . shall lié the lowest advance, and no bidding
shall be retracted withôut permission from the Auctioneers .

Third. The Purchasers to give their names and places of abode to th e
Clerk, immediately'on the fall of the hammer, to pay a deposit o~ f
50 per cent . before remvval, and ; the., balance before delivery (if
demanded) .

Fourth. The Lots to be taken to with all faults and errors of description
(if any), and to be taken to at the respective weights as weighed
by the Auctioneers, or their' Clerks, at-Ahe -London and North
Western or Great Western Railway &nipany's Stations, at
Wellington :

Fifth . All Sheets to be returned to the Auctioneers free of expense
within 3 months from the day of Sale, or they will be charged
10s . each, and Bags 5s. each. This condition uill be strictly en -
forced. Drafts, 2lbs. per cwt ., will be allowed .

Sixth. The statements contained in the Catalogue a re believed to be

- eorrect, bu~the Auet ioneers~do-not--guarante e-sameÇand wilLnot
be responsible for mis-descriptions of any sort. t\ll the Lots are

previously exposed for examination by Buyers, and must be

taken as they stand . No allowance will be made for Grey F leeoes ,

Seventh. Any çomplaints must be repôrted to the Auctioneers within 14
days of date of Sale, after which time full settlement must be
made, and no allowances of any sort w ill be entertained.

__ E' hth . Should the Auctioneers consider that there is any delay in despatch-

tiiig the Wôol ; they réserve the right to consign the va rious Lots by

whichever Railway Company they thtnk fit .

Ninth. Upon failure of complying with the above Conditions, the =Lots
will be re-sold, either -by public auction or private contract,
and the deficiency (if any) and all expenses attending the same
shall be made . good by the defaulters at this present Sale, who
shall have no claim for any surplus that may arise .

Barber & Son,
Auttiun~em ~ f3ulu~ete~t ,

Wo111nStop - awi Nodnet, Silop.
VAçAD OFFICE :--CHURCH STREET, WELLINGTON . •

1VOTE.-T4e aboi.~e is a jac-atimile of a spec{men page from catalogue of ii'.tllington

sale .
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Z------- .
Lot Bales

483 .5 1-bd H washed

484 4 rr cr ' r r

485 3 J-bd

480 1 ~-bd H

487 4 J-bd R washed

4S8 G Abd washed

489 5 J-bd H washed

(( fr lf -

491 5 J-bd H washed (1 fl Bd)

491a 2 J-bd unwashed

492 4 J-bd wasied

490 5

493

494

495

1

2

1

J-bd H washed (1 fi Wr)

J-bd H unwashed

J -bd washe d

4916 1 J-bd H

497 1 J-bd H washed

498 1 Shrop unwashed

499 1 Shrop washed

500 3 J-bd washed

501 1 J-bd unwashed-

502 1 J -bd washed

503 1 J =bd H washed

504 2 Bd

505 1 J -bd H washe d

503 1 J -bd unwashe d

507 9 J -bd H

NOTE .-The above is a fac-simile of a speeimen page front oatidJVae Of a brokar
Lcilh ând GlasQow.
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