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The cirounutunceu attending t.hi churtering
The o}mrtnri.g 1

— — 97 thg ~“Zormgute Heru® and 1te subsec . Y03
and voyage of the &= quent. yoynge

to Vancouvor, uro rersrkable, in thut thoy oleurly

"ranegata aru”

with uttondunt Dring out how earily an uneorupulous Indian can dc-

ceive hie w o0 ;
ol rounetancor s eive hie fellow countrymen and ot the eare time =

bully them into subjection for hie own dishoneet ende,

In thie purticular cuee, & number of Inidlane,

both at liong long ond Thanghoi, were vory desiroue

0f petting to Vuucouver where they anticlpbted Eig
wa,e8 ond considernble profite froo land, venturos.

They hud got to ..now, howover, thut in concaequence of
vurioue ordere i:sued by the Dominion Lovernnent,

irgd gratioh into Canada wue difficult, if not fore

007 vidden. They had mede tev.rul endeuvoure to obtulin
2%{ pateages by other routoer, but to no affoct.
V\

'It wur now thut _Ourdit S&n{;h. lxeuz;ing of
the fuiluro of another Indian, Bihari Lal Varna,
to truneport thece men to Vancouver fron liong Lfmg,
apresred on the ecene, ond by pretending to be a
men of greut woolth and influonce with the Governmerdk
fnduced theeo Indlane to tule paneug? ip o ehip which
he clal ed to have churtered for Vanoouver; adding.
thut he had obtsined permission from Cove.nment to

gonvey then to thut porst whero they -ould be je ruit ted

to land, but _that thie would be their last ppportwnity |

for 8v dsing, 88 furthor frralgrution into Canada ww.ld

“then be etopped. _
There was -
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There wae eome hesitation bdbut by
various srtiflces the paceager were in the ‘end taken

on a payment of from Jx00 to {210, Houg iong currency,
thia sum being reslly In axcers of the oxdinury

... gharge for a return faro.'_‘v loregver, on varioue

specious pretexte during the gouree of the woyuge
the passengers waro induced to de poal‘t both moxicy
and valunblee with Guadit [ingh. ST
The supply of food wno insufficlent and af
bad quality; complaints were roughly deslti with; and
i1t ie probuble that but for good wenther and cone-

. vequent nbtence of delay, the paesengers would have

been bdrought to Vanoouver in a very jitiadle condition
owing to want of food and modical comforte, to .any
nothing of inscanitary ocouditione.

Curdit Uingh wae cleover enouch to throw the
onus for all these sources of couplaint, principslly
on the Governwent of India, and next on that of the
Tuminion of Canuda. '

‘hen, on srrival at Vanocouve:, it wae fowd
thut his pronise to land theee Indians wae o vuln One,
he pursuaded “rem thut by Lie influence he could get
the order forbidding immigrution set aside. ILle
pasegongerse were ovxaonu; more of less steured by
the sube:quent sotion taken by lLr. Bird, a looal
volicitors

In the end, as Government sre aware, much
serious. iroubls and axpanse were inourred i

getiing
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Compoacition of

Indian Colony
in 347

gatting rid of a large number of Indians dishonetily

brought and, it moy be esaild, dishunestly detained by
the actlon of Gurdit 1n5h and hia udvieers.

“here la a large Indion colony in Britieh
Colunmbia induced originally by the want of lubour
for the C.B.3s This want of labour wae mnde imom
in India by what Company through one, 1f not nore,

0? the Calcuttu firme, High zeges and, during
roourront boome, cucceeeful speculution in land amd
other property, rapidly increared Indian immigpgritiom,
difficulties connevtod with wiich eventumlly incuoced
deterrent nction by the Dominlion Govornment.

Thie colony of Indiune oonbilta of two
olaunes. In the firet are thore who subeist on and
gand home money saved from high wigen. The tecond
is & enaller ono compoeced of the ieener witted members
of the calony who pructically live on the firsti,

Cenerally speeking, theee Indime are for
the lurge .ort Sikhs aond thoeo lindus who, to avoid
caete difficultiee in & forelgn land, have bheen t.ken
into tho ‘ikh fold, while some remanin of the ordinary
liinda fuith. A smtllor number agoin Gre LuesuliatnS.
The lu::nlman and the :ikh or 1indu &re naturally -
averse to combination, but for the p.rpovet of mutual

P

asdvantupe been to have ugreed to oink their religlovs

déelike for eaoh othsr. Thie action seoms %o be ohief
1y due to discontent arising from the orders

aguinst _
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Discoutent with
T Mli_gution Lawd
and seditious

Tendencien.

Eomaguta Moru
Commi ttee pade up
moetly of members
of the United
Jndia Leugus

Me2tingy t0
g0lleot sub=-

scriovtions.

" was eaey, therefore, for Curdit Singh and hie odvieers

opprereive treaatment by that of Canada,

ageinet immisrution above allunled ta, fomented Ly
s eoditious claes of Hindu roelding chiefly in the
United ! tutee which hue got into. touoh with tho
mainn golony in British Columdbias Theee lutter
people £ind veditious utterances, and often action,
highly proiitable in satisfying thelr vanity, con-
gequent love of notcriety, and their pockets. It

to seocure sympathy from rembers of the Vancouver
colony wro, sturting with a fesrful joy in abuse of
the Indian Covernment, hed been, later, eosily
pcrsuaaéd that they wore being uccorded inferior md

A specinl committee of some fifteen merbers
with Bhag Cingh, now deceased, a nriest of the local
Yikh Wlo. and one M. Rahim, a renegade lucsalmun,
wee formede. A meoting was hald ut whioh & large num=
ber of locul Indisne were present, its objeot being )
to raiee money in order to tuke over the charter of
the "Komaguta laru® from Curdit Singh and thue obtain
the right tc bring the steamer to the whart, giving
the parsengers & greater chance to l1and, Hahin was
olected chairman, nnd he announced that they had aet
in order to sscure the Telesse of some 376 of their

) E-.-.—;._r‘




seport of
Yo HOpkinsorn,

.are O of the

i e Book of
tie Comltloe

ochan Lal's

ttatenente

b

dotained in_the Port of Vanoouver, C =

Bulwant Singh, a member of the Comnl ttee,
then mude 8 dietinatly seditious spoeoh, allnding to
+he mutiny of 1867, aslleging that the people of
Bngland were united againet the English (ov ernment,
and that apyroaching revoiution in India wae probable. -
lie enlarged on the injuetiove of GCovezmiont by which
Indiane were lcpt out of Britich wlontee, inoluding
Canuda; Le called on 81l present to subsoribe and
ralice the vum of 15,000 to tuke over the Lomagata
leru oharter, fulling whioch, he sald, the boat muet
return to liong Kong with their 375 comtrymen on board
lle oalled on hie audience to take example from ikh
warrioTe fighting ogainst the British in esrxlier
days, and not to subnit to tyranny. ’

Rahin again 8poke, urging thoee present to
rajioe the money oalled for in orde: to detuin the
ship and 1te paseengers, and alluding to the injustice
of pernitting 600 Chinese to 1and in e few daye from
thelir arrival ese ppposed to the delsy in examining .
tlo Indian peruvongers. . ‘

4e o reewlt it would appear that about - -
6,000 in cosh were ad once collscted, While titles

to0 1ond in ond oround Vancouver were ploced to the

value of §66,000, ;

It r.» laitly resolved that an acoount of
their meeting «nd ite doinge be sent to the Indian
Butionsl Congress, the Mmhraje of Patiala, ad the
Raja of iobhah, These two chiefe are Cikhs, and the
meoting haé poscible reasop to belleve that special

_eqmputhy




Ctatenments of
Rshim,
Coran Lal

‘Bala tingh

Real object of

subsoridbere,

Letter from :
Mesers, Maclelll
Bird & Darling.

and” wolivitors, enpioyed by these men, —Tis plea 18

-6_‘ R -

sympothy wonld be sconred lyom the latters .

+

A number of other meetings were aleo held
for the sams purpose; the amount obtainsd in essh
being variously steted to be froa 16,000 to

$25,000, in addition to a large number of more or

lees valuanble uouriti.aa; )

There can be little doudt that a 6onss.dornb10
xmnper of Indisne ln Vanocouvez weres looking forward &0
the arrival of the Komagata Maru and ite Indian pacsen
gere with eagerness, Thiu hase been evinced by their
employment of a looul lawyer who, with eeveral
Indians, they sent off to the Alberni Canal on Yan-
couver. Ieland, down which they progeeded in a lawoh
towardes the open eea for the pur.ose 0f early cocrunie
gation with the steamer,

It ie olear from this and all the sudbsequent
proceedings, legal and nlogal.‘otton violently
lawleee and defiant, ﬂmt the interecet of the looal
Indisne oconcerned iay in proouring the relecase of
their oountrymen by any means available in defiance
of the Orders of the Goverrment. -

' This is in strange contrast with the 11
pus forward from time to tire b Mr. Mecleill, of the

form of Bird, méuun. ¥noDonald & Durling, barristers

that Rahim and Bhag Singh had raised the money and
purchased the cherfer of the Komagate Maru with the
sole 1dea of obtaining posceesion of its cargo of

o008




~attor to Mr. Ve
I..o0tt,b/6/4 purt
¢¥ correepondence.

by the sale of whioh, topether with that of such

curgo oc they could send off in iis place, they
anviciputed sufficient profit for oubuéribors to
the fund.

Additionol evidence to the contrury e:lvte
in the conetunt demande rmade t0 seoure the releare of
the Indian pa:sengers from the steamsr, These den ands
were succonefully met by the looal suthorities on a

munber of graunde, amonget which nay be quoted the
follawing e

Tat such permistion would be oconstrued us
weakneos on the part of the Gevernment:

Thut in view of loml feeling etrong oppodite
fon would be offered by the white population:

That protracted lesal proceedinge might rerult
in the lawe being disoredited:

mhut it waee difficult and dangerous, epart
fron the m:pengo involved, to keep 80 large a number
of men in detention for an indefinite period.

"he deflant attitude of the popeengers,
and the oconsequent exoitcmont amongst Vancouver clitie
cene resulted, ne Covernment is awure, in the vieit
of liome Ur. Burrell, who, after ocaisultation with
gentl emen connacted with the Indians and tis Goveme

letter from Ur.
mrrqn.

ment Lepartrente concerned, promised thut an enquiry |
 uhould be made regurding the true notives of the
 Indien Committe's expenditure in comnection with the

Nomagats laru and thelr olaims for rel: dursenent,

[ 1y



th&tela&n we s made on t.ho ground _that
to the motion ot the Government woe due the lms of
the Committee &nd their countrymen in being unable
t0 make uee of the Komagata Maru omrolully.

AB & recult of Mr, Burrell's promisg,the
steamer with ite paseengers left Vancouver.

The onee of the Indians pressnted by ifr.
o Uaclielll, thelr solicitor, may be detailed es

follown i

Thot aotion of the local Indian Corxnitted

1n taldng over the unexpiwed charter of the Komagata
. inru was solely a commerclial transaction, for the

failure of which Govarnment was responsible and
therefore lianble for the sum of {14,791.05 raised
amorget themcclves and from dubecriptions peld by
Hindus residing in Britisk Columbia.

Qu..aw of That the Committee had been refuved per-

Permiesion to load mission to bring the boat to the wharf aid therer -

and unloed gargoe by preciuded from unlosding the coal and loading a
fresh cargo of a per ntly l;m.r only:

That the cost of loading amd unlosding the
cargo in the etream was so high as %o make thie method
inpossible. |

The follow ng note, complled by the lupere

intendent of Immigr tion; im vonjusction st th-ifre-
‘ nden ontained in the Immi.
ee attached. Ladner, from oorrecpondence o ined in |
grotion Office and that of Messrp, Bowser, Heid &
Walllridge, puts ihese onntentions in guitt another

light.
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Letter from
Ko ledoeR0ld,
L2elO=l4,

nAfter coneultation with the colicitors
of the Immigrition Department, leesrs. Bowser,
Reid & .allwridge, I am able to etute same further

facts in connection with the incaning and outgolng -

oargo of the /S "Komegata laru”.
"At one tire the matter of the coal oargo
wue talen un with the Captain of the wereel, who then
- etated he would require this coal for the purpose of
his return jonméy. and at that time he ralsed rome
quettior of lien put this matter hae not + fected the
De artment, and I have made mo enquiriee, It ies a
fnot that some 0f the cosl wae used from Japan to
vancouver and on the return of the veseel, and I unm
credibly informed that it le a subject of an aoct'on
in the Courts of Japsn, BEvery facility wae offared
td the ownors of the cargo, both ae to inepection and
interviewswith probable purochusexrs,
"yreprecentutive of one of the looal ooal
oompanio;a was brought to my office by one of the gtaf?
of lgesrs. C. Oardner Johneon & Coe, @nd I imnediately
allowed this gentlenman to go on board the westel to
inepect the curgo, wrich he 414, and mede a smAll

offer which wae not sooeptable. The sise of the of fer

woe considered by the quality of the coal o

" amplee of the obnl, I believe, were
brought ashore by the gentleman Lho represented lajor
Gradnor Johneon. On this point I am not definlte but

I remember offering the services of

"the immigration




® the .lmmigr.tion launch for the purpose of
bringing ashore samples as required to give any
prospective purnhasere a thorough knowledge of
the guality of the coal. .

"As to the inooming oargo, it could have
been dealt with by the wes.el lying ln ths otyean,
and if the veesel had been docked for the purose

of tnzoaaxng'tnxi”B&EéSfot‘yoﬁla have meeulted in
some poréon having to pay heavy uhurfago feor,
as Mesers, BEvans, Coleman & Lvane, the C.P.R. and
ot.l.wr uhur;ea' charge a rate of £ifty cente per ton,
rogurdlers of the cost of tm'ourgo unlonbod. |

"je have institutod furthor enquiries, and
have elicited the fuat that none of the wharves are
fitted for this purpose, end the llansger of Evans,
Coleman & Evane oontiders it is eusier to unload into
ccows, a¢ he 4id when about & year ago he received &
shipment of coal from Australia he moved his ship into
the stream from hie whor?, and unloaded the coal into
1ighters, He further stutcd it was cheaper to unload
into lighters than into the whorf, ae the oosl rhen
unloaded on our wharf, Xxxxcoox. .o XXX  hed to be

ocontinuously shifted away from the elinge, whoress

the scowe alengeide of the boat wad wery mkoh cheaper
10 move, -

"he Quality of the Moji ocoal ie not up to
tho stundard of the local coal fro stesaing purposes.

rPernaps it would be sll right; but for
' ' household




"houechold purpoees for which it would be required -
1f 801d herc, it is greatly inferior, omnd lesers,
Evans, Colemn & :Zvane have turned down a very good
offer of the same coal made direct form Japan, due
to ite uneuitubility.

wis 8 matter of faot, lauvt sumer there was _
no nurket for coal. The bunkere st Union Boy and .
Lianaimo were full owing to the etrike which had lsetied
for same tire, rendering it i perutive ror the coul
oompanies to cuncel coal contructs with the looal
ooopanies, and to btring in cuval from the United Ctutes,
_uith thie loss of ocontractis, th, bunkers were full on .
the Ieland &xd the cos) was a 31Vut on the market, aidd
thetinlouded coal still remeins undispoeed of.

"A8 to the pfOposnl to loud4th¢ versel Zor
tiy return voyage to Japsn, no opposition wae oeresd
by me or anyone and the suggestion was first made as
early os June Znd, when lleesrs. Boweer, Reid & Dalle
bridge wrote to the esalicitors acting for the liindus,

and 1 quote the follow ng from that letteri~

"Every facility hee been offered for the dim-
churge of the coal. Hot only that, but arrangements
gnvo been suggested for reloading the ship with

unber,® _

TA§ to Pa-loading the ship; the some SuUgEele 1.
tion a: to lightoruge wae made, mdatthn't _tlém or

& listle later, & curgo of lumber wae spoien of which,
1 undeyetand from H. Rahim, one of the charterers,
hud been secured. -It ie a faot, however, that about

that time lsers, Corbould, Grant & licColl, barristers ‘

‘ Bow liestminster
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Hew Westainstor, acting for a miil conoern in that

oity, were agreeabls to plecing s ourgo of lumber \

on board while she lay in the stream. The lighters
oould have oeen brought arcand fran the miils in the
Fraser River and unloaded into the "Eooagata Maru®
with no expense of lightering, land transit amd whnrte
uge or stevedoring.

"mhie procedure hae been followed at various

" timem; notadly in the case of the “Hobert Dollar™?

the lurpest vessel of the Dollar Fleet, which loaded
ite ourgo in mid-etream in December, 1911 for long
Konge I 4distinotly remember thie cace as I ohecked
the Chinese orew in and out.

vAgain the Department's solloitors wrote on
ths 3rd4 July, 1914 « “There should be no trouble in
loading the vesrel where she llee in the -érou.'

"st all times ! mede this offer as to
faoilities of unloading in the stream on several
occasions to lire J. E. Bird, and Mr, Vellel, Lodmer of
the firm of lLesers, Bowser, Reid amd Tallbridge 8l1s0
gtated the snme fact to lr. H. Rabine

"o, Ho He Stevens, N.FP., 8le0 discueced
this matter eeveral times and to0 my personal ynowls dge
secured 8 curgo of praps to be lig. tered by kr.
Sinolair, 8 pereonal friend; but Captain Yamamote
would not permit of loading s o.rgo on the coal as

he intended o uss the cosl. ]

"The attltﬁdo of the u.tncu; is baced partly
from the fact of a letier written by Mr. Bird on the
6th July, 1914, ‘

1z
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" "]J£ the Immigration Depi.:tment will pay the
difference in the coct of trantacting businees by
lightexr from the ship in the falrway, the ochaorterers
will endeavour to obtuin coal in thisg manmer, and
sesk to t tho ooneent of the shippers who aro
gending freight on the lomagutu laru*,

"ijesers. Tupper, Kitto & Vightman, soting

on behnlf of the owners and under the powere conferred

by the charter party, resumed poseeseion of the veesel,
or nesuncd 80 t0 do, when default wae made in payment
of esoma of the chaurtor money. That action reeuitod in
nothing beling done thereafier, 890 fur ae 1 was conoerne
ad, av to the diechsrie of the cur;6 of coal or the
ylueing on bourd the wssel of an outgoing cargoe it
will e reudily scen then, thut 1 4id all I could on
behulf -2 the Department in aseieting the Charterere
on the quection of frelight.

" "] ascums that you are sdvised that the
charterers and the sasignees of the original charter-
ere, sbsolutely rafured to equip the veseel w.th fo0od
or water for the return journey, s also the fact that
the number of Hindus sbourd thLe vgmruel was in excess
of that allowed by _tatute. 1 woul 4 refer you to
Section 59 of the Immigration act, which is one that
governg, In thie connection I would further point
out that this ship wus a cargo boat with very limited
accomodation for pascergers, with narrow decks and

low ceilinge, and the -ort liedical Ufficer, Ir. Under-

rill; in addition to the Dominion COfficer, Ir. Me-
Prillipy, only deferred .

ordering.,
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) the '
"ordering,.ship back t0 quarantine on account of the

Statenment of

Rahim.

-

statemente of
—.1dth CTingh snd

unique nature of the expedition, the cunetituiionality
of the Irmigration Law being fntaoksd. and ny earnenst
desire not to embarracs the el tustion rnru'mr by ’
such aot." '

| "The moving spirit of the Cormittee was —-
undoubtedly kahim, who stutee, in this oconnesction
mie oould not get the cargo off, ap the nmembers of
the committee were not allowed to go on board. fie
wanted the ah.lvp to come slongeide the whorf, It ws
imposeible to 1jad it in the etream. The d1fferences
in oost between etroam and wharf? loading might have
been perhaps ;1,000 or so, nothing very muchgy but
the real difficulty was that we could not ret on
board to eign bille of lading and other documente aud
this wae abeolutely nu'ccslory - we could not do it
anywhere olse™. ‘

Reference t¢ this man'e etatement, uituched, -
will ehow that the adove wae in aanswer to & queetion
hy Mr, luclieill, .hl.s own eolioitor. i
Mith S.ngh, another member of the comnittee,

eaye; - "1 don't know how much ooal therc was in the
ship. ;t was bought for 38,000 lLéng Long whioh would

be $4,000 Canada money. Hahim acked Bome company =

1 don't know which « what the value wes, They said -

_/ahomed akbar,

they would give $56,00 & ton, but that ihé ool mmst
be brought to the wharf - it was to0 expentive to
unload it in the streem and it wae neceseary 1o remove

the pasrengers Zrom the shipl




t:tenent of

. tutement of

L Hahime

.06 puLg Lae

T™hie nan wae o responsible manber of the
Committoe und helped to keep acoounts « or was
supposed to - but he did not know how muoh conl there
wao, nor what the cost of unlouding it in the streanm
would be, rior the name of ths Company, which,
according to inhim, os he sa_ 6, wae propared to give
+5.00 por ton,

Gungu . lngch, another member of the Committee,
nluo ;rofereae ignorunce of how much coal there wop.
lic heurd it wae boucht for (4,000, and udde - " I
don't inow what it would fetoh here; 1 4id not aek,"

i.ith rog.rd to the uctunl dbuelncse connoected
with the work of the ehip, ehi:ping and unloading of
cargo, purchusee und eale, and & host of other matters
invoelval, tchin stutee - “The reacons given for
gotting wubsoriptione were thut by buyling the charter
which hud thrce monthe to run, profite could be nade
by working the ehip und cargoes, The Committee would
do ull the bueinoue that wae requireds I an an axpe:t
in chuartor bdbueiness myrelf. There were severul
business men in the committ:e; but 1 4o not moun that
they were necoesurily experte. They wre Bhug Uingh,
ith ingh, iattan “ingh and myrelf, Al®o lLalwant
“ingh, all wero expert bueinocee men. Lanhomed ikbar
wayr aleo ore, 1 soy thie becaute they hod done eunccoars
ful real estute work in this City,., Mith lingh we
oonnaoted with the Gum lanask Xining Company, us

wae
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"wae Chug ingh. Thie oom any ha: made bif profite

in the past; it io now being wound up. I huve had
a greut deal t0 d0 with shipping and chartere in
india, I am not going to give any partiounlaram -
about myeel?f in indle; I have partiocular resvons
for not doing e0."
‘ The bdurinees oaspacity of lith {ingh, one
of the 80 colled bisinees men, otn be estinated from
‘Ma gtutemont above quoted, DBalwant tingh'e
gharaoter may be inferred from the stutsmente of
Babu Iingh ond larted Tinghe The former suye Bulwant
wag a dishonest acitator; while the latter states
{t tenment of that both Mith ‘ingh and Balwant would hove loft Van-
Fartad "ingh. couver after being warned by the new Committee of the
Curudwara not to leave without rendering full accounts
Lad they not been dewtained by legul pixnceedings
eleewhere, lnhomed Akbar says that he vae nét a
membexr of the Committos and had no hand in the
Ltutement of Cannittee's propoe.ls, BRattap "ingh I nave not seen;
Lahomed Akbar. und Bhad lingh 1e dead,

It L8 4iffioult to conoeive what nrofite, if
any, would have been the result of cocmerclal deulinge
on the part of such a Conpanye Vith regard to passen~
ger furee, according to Nr, lsloolm Reid's statemnt,
attached, the number of Hindue aboard the veceel was

Statement of Mre in exoere of that allowed by statuntes Thie mey be

Mo o 0ide contreetod vith Rahim®e stutem nt that there ﬁ;. room

for 170 more passengers, that is in addition to thowe
slrendy on board, lieither of the Other members - —




other members of tha cormittoe Lnew :ow many
could be embaried, or had tuken the trouble to ask.

it le clear from the stutenente annexed
thut thie ideu of o commerciul profit in tuking the
churter wos not the only one, &#¥ inogined by lx.
imcieill ; if indeed the cormittee ever renlly
eeriously took it into account, except ue 8 meunc
sor getting noiey from thelir countrymen in britieh
Columbia or to sutiefy queetione st to return ot
moua& eubsoridoed.

lio peins were tuken %o sxplain to the iy
pubsoribere an_ G of the neceit.ry dJotuils ocannected
with the coumerciul side of the tr.nsaction. It wee
thought suff icient to eay et the vuariouse meetings =«
"¢ %ill dbuy tho churter of the . ip, 8isposo of the
goal, put on a ocunryo of lumber, sell it and nake
nrofite”.

<nhin euye - ".e luld ctrece on the bueinoess
£1de of thir matter.” 'hat e;rrt of etrecc hae been
chown al.ove snd se iwghim continuee, in anewer 10

ur. laclie $11 = "after the order-in=Council wig

declored vulid, we 1.0 longer thought of the ;ascengers

1.0 wuntnd our money back and for thie pur ouve ve

wantad the u{i-go.\l gpeak for the Cocmittes, i@

wanted to see the ehip oieut of the parvengere, in
order to loud and unlosd curgo. \ie could huwe got

more csrgo on without the pascengers who would al®o

huve inconveniensed the work."
on
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On oecond hought he adds « "That would not, however,
have amounted to much, ™" and again, "There wse no

prospectus; this was not nece: sary as the transaction

“was not o more mercenary trunvaction, it wae not only

for mo..ay prafite, Another reeeon wue that it would

have heen s greut disgruce to the wholé community if

the pausengere went back without huving the benef

Qf the lew by landing,” meaning, presumsbly, that

it was poseible t0 got the Orders=-in«Council uet
aeide by the Courts,
. Ruhm'e stutenént, with that of othere,

_____S8howe that tha roul purocce was to get the paesengers

Buntor's rullng. - aboard the Lomauta Muru landed in the face of orders

{tutement of

of Covermment, and that he and the rest .-erc enoouruged
to 8o 20 by their eolioltor, kr. 3ird, ané uleo by

the foct thit & number of Indlane detulnod by tle
Immigrution Tepartment on a provir.)_un @ oasion had been

peruit* ‘4 to lund by the decleion of Chlef Jucrtice

My, lLunter.

Nith Tingh.

Ltutement of

Gunga Zingh.

ftu.tement of

fohan Lal.

Mith ringh, another memb:r of the Committce

suye,- "The Law ae to immigrunta posséesion {C0U, and
laying down that they shall come siruight from India,
hae been pet aside in Court.”

Gungo tingh eays,- "I don't Lnow of any law
againtt thelr 1andingf.‘ I am not & lawyer. I don's

know why the pncsengere were prevented fmom landing."

tohan ..al seye that st a mesting it war
stuted by Balwant lingh thsat they would ~et the men
landed through theCourte. Lo ®aid he rae ure of this

oo _Judge Lunter had ullowed forty men to lsnd,
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eubeorint lone
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Aseirtance

undesirable.

‘ubeori bers

exnloitod by the

Contalt tae.

»

Laetly 1t 1o in evidence by Lxr. Reid'e
gt..tem:nt that tho extrs ocort of louding and unloading
in the ctreom wae little, if anything, ae conpared

vwith doinCc thie work at the whurf; thut all faoilities
wore gliven to the comnittse for this puriose ond that

thoy neglcotod to take any advantupe of them. lMssers.

clieill & Bird ae solicitore for the cocmittee, were

t0ld that ull f£:o0ilitiee hud bdeen given.

It seer® oleur from the evidence that (1)
the landing of the pauvengere wue the masin objeot of
the conmittee in obtuining the charter; (2) thut
whatevor wae thought of selling ths coul und taking a
now ourgo, their notvdolng 80 wuek gntircly due to
theutelver, ae they had been given sll fucilities in
this direction,

1 cannot, in the circumetunces, recomnend
that any of their expeaditure should be ‘rocouped to
the menbere of the committes.

™ere con be little doudbt thut the pereral
mo ® of vubeoribere has been explofited. Ioused by
mieloading representstione in regurd to the oonditlion
of thelr fellow countr;men: on board the etoonner,
und agitation coupled with the promises of veouring
pernieeion to land through the COnri.B. and worked on,
in nany ostee, with the idea of getting their momey
buck, with profit, by chartering the eteamer, the
1.d1an public subeoribod froelys

]
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ocal venture.

Letter of lr,
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Commarclia

Conejdexrntion,
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The quoction ue to bow fur Govermnnt’uould be
Justified in reoouping theee men - in whole or in
part- depende on ths motives governing the eube
eoribers. Jt cannot be denisd that every subooriber
knew tb‘nt ‘the firet object of the Cocmittee wae to
get their countrymen landed, and they alvo knew that
this wae ag inst existing orderes; alleged ignorunce
of such ia, of couree, NC exXcuEe,

The Committee could not get the steumr to
the whurg without the asuthority pertaining to the
posaension of this churter, and, while it ip manifecte
1y olear that their only objeot in insfeting on
permiseion t0 do eo a8 to get &he ;:aedengers on & ore,
it i@ equally oclear that this was gencrally sympathised
with by the subsorider.,

{9 far, the 311,244, sudbscribod for the
charter was a ;o0litiocal vauture, induced by the
expootition of suocoee through the Courte b roason of )
Chief Juetice Lunter's decisicn referred to., lor oan
the balanoce of the scoount, %,000 be concidered; this
wan .éxpended in furniahing provieions and general
sppenses to the rame end, and, dy lr. laclieill's
adniesion wac not ucoepted by Kr, Burrell.

“itk regurd to the coummexcial venture, thie

w o, o8 it coeme to me, & seoondary considerstion, It

_poswibly had some weligit; but thle ie discounted
" obliefly by the sbitolute ignorance dieplayed ae to tha

value of the coal, what thut of the new ourgo would bde,
what expeaditures wo) . be needed, and whut the
possidle [rofits
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@
prafite nmight amunt to.
Alle o) proulca loast comes the quertion of the ulleged
of Lovornment to .
D8y, peomi. e ofGovernment t0 recoup the money subsoribed,
1 toa_r Kr. lnolieill wse largely iesponnxblo for this
Stutemout of 1daus It 18 true that teleyrams wers exhibited by

Mohomed Albare membery of the Comnittes ot vurious meetinge, which
they aueerted contuined swh & pronise. Kith !ingh
of the committos, certninly ncinowledged th.% nothing
more than an enquiry wue pronised, Wut sven from his

t£tuten nt of etatemant it ie cloar that a mierepresent.tion wac

Mith Cinghe madej~ iire Burrell's letter is perfectly clesr and

~ pronises nothing but a eympathetic enguiry, Iir, !80~

lielll to me hav ucknowlepged that & return of the momey

would depend entirely on the motivee governing the
gubecriersy thece motives huve, 1 think, been acvcer-
tuined.

This miereprssentation wae made after the
dearturs of the cteamsr, and in order to put ottt tﬁb

fulfllmemt of the pledge to return amunts subsoridbed.
cubiteribers can-

So fur, then, I am not juetified in recoumend.
not be leyitinmuteo-

ing that the eubsoribers generally 3ahould de recouped,

1y reoouped.
~ The fuct remains, however, that the bulk of
. Bxplogtution of tub-
! '52'!1)‘%1‘?‘5—?&- Yy _Cots thove outside the country wero exploited snd here it
X @@ e nown 4in S
B5o% of would Peen that some esympathetic motion is pozsidle.
: proceedinge. _
I »ill endeuvour to indicate the attituéa of the

Cormittee towurds the general subeorider more fully
— than 1t i¢ shown 80 far,
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In the book camtuining the probud.lnge of
the Komaputa linru Committee, o resolution was
paesed by I!s Rahim that "all the peopls ehould be
coneidered roeponanﬂ'o for taking the churter of the
Yomagata laru, exocept Ruhin and Bhug Yinghg the
pudlio are responcidbie for the jrofit or the lose,"
Thie wae agreed to by the eeven men prcaont._ That
ceven men should have the aseurunoe to put nll
rosponeibility for iocsible loss on the shouldars nf
hundreds of subsoribers without due notice being
given to thcn, and to abeolwe tha two 1loading members
of the committea, 18 significunt of their attitudse
towrdes thoee from whom tmy got the muney. Inoldent-
8lly it showe asleo that loes wee contemplated as
poseible.

The only accounts I have been 8l.own are oone-
tuined in thease minutee of proosedinge. {ubeoricers
at a dlutance wore seked for money by letter cr by
men sent out for the pur;cee, The induocenent given
wue, pometimes, that meroly s loan was reguired,
sooounte tend to show that more roney is with the
cqmitteo than hoe been aooomtod—up@go 13 ot

o the miiute book, therc i» mention of £3,173,10 paid

for coal, of which {£,918 was returned; thie hf not
been oredited, Again, in the prooeedinge of «éth
July, ¢ em of {1,086.50 ie reported to have been
roceived from C,lifornis "for the hedp of Lalwant

ingh ond Bheg {ingh”; this eum ls not entercd in

the acoounte,
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_The conittee und ppparently

by cubeoridbere.

Portadb cingh hae produced (on Oct., 29th) o eheet

of the "‘hameher ¥Yhalea”, p.bliehed in ! tockton,

Cole, which gives o liet of the eubecridere and
amounte relating to this sum, which ie heuded - - )
"por the Jistrecsed paesengere of Gurdit Iin ~,
the Hindue of Cplifornia rubscoribe &8 follows, the
1ict ie uigned by Lal Tingh, Lecrutury of the !lkh
Ten;le, 1936 T« Grunt ! treet, Ctookton, Cul. The
anount wue sent by wire.

A further sum of J700 is entered ar "taken
out”,

Tho totul cet down in thece proceedinge
up rooeived from the Lomagusa lnru comoe to

D
- $17,221.04

i»dd for coal provume —
obly ruisod on cecurit-

2,918,00

add roceived from
{tociton, Cul. _ 1,006,50.
ol 21, 226.04.

Anount given €8 e:pended - [16,971,66
sadu:t as "taken out” 700,00 S1D,271.664

Balesnse unaccounted for by

ctill in their hande, B 302904458,
There ie alee in the booke & liet of

doedd deposited; in regurd to which arroeolution

by Mith fingh wae paseed in the committes proceed-

ings of the 27th August, thut "theve title deeds

should only be given baok on payment of (0O, &e a

loan of gib ue a heip, an@ thut Bhag tingh, Belwart

cingh and Cohsn Lal ehould be fully eurowersd to

100 to this,"




e

Endeavour to

~ Return of money

not reriously
conto g)lated.

lio acoounts

rendered, The
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On the third Ceptember 1t is reported tLat two man
oame t0 ask for their Jdeeds, but as they said they
had no money these were Aroruud.’ ‘

Rahim hae said in his statement that no
money wae reieed on these deeds, tunds iingh,mnother
pember of the Cormitteo, says money wue ruised, And,
in the procoedinge of the 12th June, I £ind & reeole
ution thut latha Cingh, Gurdit 'ingh, and Rattan
cingh be appointed to "endsavour to get the money
rojuired in connection with the coul from the public
on he pecurity of the deeds.”

Oon the Z24th June a proposal W-u mude by

syade payments ™ Bnag cingh thut everyone be aeked to subeoridbe "as a

churity (thie means that it ehould not be given
back 80 thut thers will be no trouble about the muney.”)
The irregular acgounte, and the retulutions
here quoted, tuggest that the return of their oub- |
sorjiptione to the Indian pudblioc was not iorxoua:u
contonpluudi another point being that a large numbar
of the rune paid to the commaittee, except for provisiomn
are not eupporied dy detalled agoounts or mcbg_r:.
1 have recelved information -1tl§ reference %0
Balwant t/rgh, that no accounts were evu; renderad in
detuil to the Xhalea Diwen Surudwars, from thoh large
guns were given him for seditious piseions and that he

hne acowmlated proparty in India ue 8 oonsequence,
T™his 1o




Guru bLanak uining_

Compuny lrregulus
0[ CBg - -

Lictte of sube

" goridere antruste

wortg O

Lict in bdook

Pron lict furulcohed
by Ur. moielll, -

oredible, und there is reason to beliave this;
depere, lncdougull, Long & Mointyre are said to
have bean appreached by membere ir. the mmttar.
litth regard to U, Mmhim's stutencnt ro-
ferring to the Guru lanak iining Company, I om
informed thot ocertain shareholders have demwnded

sooounts due to the fact that eome two oud o half
yeare ugo the sum of {17,600 wae lent by this
Compeny to cover the Lail denanded by Leattle
Irmmigr.tion suthorities form & number of Indien
fmigcrunte fran the Philiphines. These men were
allowed to land pending the trial of their caee.
Thie ie stil) pendinge Thoy have in the meanting
odtuinud worihnd, 14 is =aid, have repuld some

w9000 or more to the above Company. This noney

has not been credited, und ites receipt le denlied.

A fow Bhureholdors ure endeavouring to induce others
}g’.‘)ointly bring a euit, but fear of concequence haw
80 for Jeterred them. ,

The liets of subsoribers furnishcd by the
committee through Wr. Wnciweill, together with thut
for the emmller acoounts (diecavored in one of the
book® obtuinod by the police) gives on aslyeic the

£0llowingse _

(Under 35.00 (& fow in the 1lict) 399 pereans
(Pron $0.00 to §30400 2
{Prom QI0.00 to \;50.00

B O, 00 to (100,00
( ™ 100,00 to ;600,00
{ " ¢b00.00 8@ and over

2t
ug&cx-e




ctutement of

dgbu Cinghs

—

Impressions pre-
vailing -no_x_xgat

Indiens , and
their of the

Cormittee.

=26,

Of there ren, eoma huve since died; others
hove returned to lndic; othere ore munbers of the
cormittee; und othere appeur to have haod their money
roturned - probabdly on preesures The list given by
the committes, however, appoars to be untrusfworthy.

I have been nppro.uohod by Drs Crant, o
rresbyterian linicter, and by Mr. B. wumhge, who
used to do mission wark in the Central Irovinoes of
{ndia, Both of thoie gentlemen expresned grout
sympathy, and were, more or lses ;n touch with tle
cikhs 1iving in Jancouver ,and from them I have
gathared that the 1orger number of theve men are
doninatod by end in fear of the weditioue members of
the society. All sre more or lees, imbued with the
feeling that timy ere British subjects, und are
hardly dealt withe These aontiu-;-u pt ted thut ®
for ac the citisens of Vanomuver go the dislike for
Indiane generanlly im due %0 the areertive and nore
or leee imudent attitude of the Indian, sopeoially
since by saving money and profiting in lapd specue
jotions he hae acquired more means than he 18 acCUR=
tomed to poseese. Alsd, that during the oaming
winter there would be severe distrees anonget thex
and that while mxn;, though decirous of doing 80,
oannot cee thelr way to leaving for their own
oountry oﬂné to their posse.sion Of :land, othoxe were

euger to get away dbut had no funds, Each of
thetre
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these gentlemtn wore ueled i1f they oould jut in s
colleotive retition from the. e men de%u.iling their
hurdal;ipe und sekling for a.eletunce, Lelthor baue,
to £.r, been eucce: eful in thiv Sirection, and now
toll me that the eituation is more 4ifficult’.then
they expocted; that while rome are truculent, others
profece .too gro.t 6 fear of the comitiee to dude
to put thier numes on papers (I sttach lLettere
from euch of thete gentiemen - they are interciting
und oonve;’ a ruir ides of present oonditions). This
fenr of poieible evil oconsequence %0 themeelvee 10
to some ox%ent ¥orne out by the action of the new
Curudwara Cocmi ttee who, while they have certuinly
acknowloedged the truth of their late mciion as®
dorvori ed by Pertub {ingh, first rofused to ocend
goples of their lettors and resolutione, then suggeeted
that the rqeolution boolk be inem oted, and lastly
have refused to acknowledge that thete ryesolutions
nre on record.

From the sttitude of the men I ave eosn,
with perhapse three exoeptione, 1 an fispowed to think
thut the sense of unfalr trout.ﬁont i® geeruls At

co@ Lale 'ish r'e
let er 27/1C/14, the suno tine, there 1 o diepoeition to reg.rd the

coe UreMdncieill'e
latter 26/10/14. committes ne repponsible,
o9 Lr. lclouguls
letter 29/10§14.

and 8 nu ber of suits for

rooovery of subecriptions have been inetituted against

the menbervs

Lere it i® thot & meanse of sselsting the
exploited part of the community suggeete ituelf. The
following le the opinion of lir, Reid of Messre, Bowser
Heid & wunllbridpe, when consulted on the srubjeoti-

o

o r
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«20=

"Phe Government might smploy & eclicitor st
vancouver to tuke charge of, or imetitute,
proceedings on behalf of Lindus who have advoncsd
noney® to the Cormitte: re "romaguta laru” for

the p rpose .f recovering thmee anowte from the
Comnittoe. It would then be in the diworetion of
these lindus whethor to continue suita already
inetituted with their own solicitowys at their own
expense, Or have those sults transfexrred to the
polioitor noting for the Gove nment, A trial
action in the County Court, with possidle sn appeal
tn that notion to the Conr{ of Appesl, would settle
the qreetion ae to whether the cmt{u are liable
to subocribere as for money advunded, or, wmether,
theee amounts e t0 be taken as joint contributions
to o commoti fund to be ndministerod on behalf of all

. eubsoribers in proportion to the emount sudeorived

.nd, thers being no r.turn for the venture, cuch to
be.r his proportion of the losa.

"In oaee of judgment deing recovered, bat
it baing Liaposeible to oollect Zrom the Committee,
or in cuce the Court should hold thut that amount
udvanoed was not o debt but a contribution to a
comnmon venture, an officer might bLe appointed to see
into the condition of the subeuribere from a finanoial
point of view and if any werc found to be in want,”
advanges might be made, not to excoed their contiribe
utionw, %0 such pereonsd ae should be found in want
during the coming winter.

"Thie is in respon to your request ror
suggeotions as t- poscidle a. sietance.”

) ur. Reid, t0ld me thut expsuditure in tiie
dirootion ir controlled by Governmont rules.

1 would recomnend thut thie procedurs b
followed and (a) that the tolicitore bo furniel.ed
with such coples of the popers attuched ae may be
necessury in dealing with the (vite in que:tion, md

(b) thot ae meny lndlane ue may be reoormend ed
by the eclicitors, in the course of thoese gulte, 'nl

derireus of returning to Indio dut i real want of

the nocessary mesne, be aeeisted to d¢c 804
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Lo fur for the immodiute purpoce of the
enquiry I have been deputed to make.

I trust I may not be conoidered os
tre&pateding unduly inte the generul queetion by
cugresting further uwotion.

&8 olredy noted, the feeling of 8is-
content ip vory gpenerul, owing to the :fforty of
seiition mongere,: The arpgumont of free emigrution
to Cunnda e® 3ritieh eudb eots hae been amccoey:4wd by
4ll; rou ono to the contruwy, if mentioned, are
oleverly distorted ae unjuet and opprereive. I
heur thut rome Indiune give ot u resson for
livtoning to the soditiour peuple alluded to thut
they have no oneé elie to whom they oan go for advice
and oeeietunca - that peo.le fron other Colonies are
of the fpume ruce and langunge; thut Japunese and
poeeibly Chinese cun meke arraugments for aesictance,
but thut they them.olver, though 'hritleh tubjesdts
are apurt in rase, longuage and roliglon, and ure
Lelplees, They nre only eu;ervieed - without eymyathyh

1 undercrtand that thoee oconditlione are more
or leee corroct; and if eo, ho_x»‘gr ugain a rears to be
anothor direction in which aotion might be tuken with
agvantode to both Governzant snd thete peoples It
uight take some wsuch form av the np;;om':;mnt, in
conaultution with the Govesmment of India, of an

officer .ho would be in touch with Indian affaits and

‘o_tmgufnoiont exporience to judge with disoretion

both sidas of such que:tione v :reserted themvelves

to
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to him, He should be qualified to speak the lang-
unge freely enough t0 ssoure Aoontidenoc. and he should
haove attached to him a s;lo;tod inaian_ {native)
officer of proved loyalty and worth. Theee officezs.
should be in touoh with, but independent of the °
Immigration Departments |

The extreme und, generally zpeaking, insu-
perable diffioultiee experienced by me in getting into
touch with Indians outeide the cormittee, their
reluctance when advised by intermediaries to make “
kho-n thoir vante by petition if not in perscn, and
the imposeibillity of desling eatisfactorily with them
under the circumetaences, ave manifert throughout this

pifficultiae

e:perienced in enquiry. The dleposition to be aggrovelve le very

enquirye ocommon. Respect towarde white people of whatever N
cluee is strangely wenting; to some wxtent this ie

duo to the teaching and example of their present

loadero who, ag 1 huvo personally tound are 4dispos=ed

to be intentionally disres-sctful in order to provoke
{rritation of which they ocan afterwards oomplsin as
"high handed" and "unsympathetio”.

I have obtained corre.pondence from the
Government solicitors and the lmmigrution Department il
80 fur ag they were able, have received every aosis-~
tance, I am aleo indehted to Lr,. Bf}i.t.tenna. | 199 28
to? his courteous aesistsnce when posnible. Iut _
the only officer I have been mdble to employ in

other




E xieting neans

of euvbristence

anon;et Indian
imzi grante.

other than the work of translating fcr whioch he
was deputed, hag dbeen Ir, Raghamath tingh, who has
done everything he oun and has to sone extent been
sufcecaful. That a grest desnl Of mesajttunce mig:it
have been riven by Ur. Yo kincon ie probadble, dut
eitunted a8 ha wone before hie unhan: y death, ull
comrunicutione between ue w:re, by hie wish, few

and noet pusrdoed,

i@ o conveguerice, 10 muis éutlntaotory
head in this amquiry hoe been alnost impossible and
further nachinery ie, I would venture to eay, essan-
tial if more useful control he dobirod. '

In viow Jf thé probability thot uxrrangements
with the Inperial and Indianrcovarnmont in the way
of revtricted immigrution are under dicouselon, the
appointments I huve suggested might At first be
tanporary only.

v {th rogurd to the directions in which aid
1o eugyevted, groat oare is needed to amecertain
whether dnyone ie actunlly in need of aesistunce. The
atateente made o to ohow that in sp}te of no work
and loce in land valuo, these Indioue were quite able
to subsoribe and yet have a reserve fund to iive on.
Aritish Columblia hue been long looked on as &n
Eldorudo; Men getting from 1,50 to ,J.00 8 day
1ive habitually on ,10.0C 8 mouth. loney hae biun
sent froely to Indid oreuting this insjetent enigration
1 undorstand that hurdly an Indlan now in British
Colucbia has not land snd money in his native country
‘hloh hs could get :ufficient to pay for his return
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paseage; amd X huve heard of men who ot former times
of deprossion {1906) left Vanaouver with s tioket
paid for by GCovemment and a very oonslderable
sunm of meney of their own hidden on their person
or in their effests, of previocuely transmitted to
their homes - and have later on returned to ILrilish
Columdia.

it would seem wsll, therefore, to noguaint
the Coverrzent of India of any aesistance given with
a !_1“ to rocovery and to vrevsui impoeition. The

terme of aspietunce would contain '1'.he néooaaary

. provielon.

The conclusions _rorood oh me are, briefly,
that action aguinst the commi ttee 1a needed, and
tiat eympathetic but businesslike uesietance shoul d
be afforfed to the ocomparatively honeet members of
the Indian commnitye.

1 truet that the recormendations qndo as
the resul$ of my enquiry may be of egue value 10
the Government of Canada.

A 118t of documente attached is appended.

cigned, H. C. Clogetoun,

Vanoouver, Sple Commre
_ B=ll-l4. '
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