Ottawa, Decembsr lat, 1923

To the

and

2% Satton West, Ontarioy :M purposs of taking evidenos
at Goorglna Ishnd An I;ako Simouo The Gommiseson tmnllﬂ,i

/‘)‘ +
durprie the Saperintendent Gensral ’
of Indien Aftaxra, Ottawa,

Honoursble the Mnister of Lanls and Forests, ’5
Toronto, Ontario. .

Gontlomen: , |

For upwards of 70 ysars ihe Chippewa Indians of
Lakes 3imcoe and Huren, and the Mississauga Indians of

3
p

iice Lake, Mud Lake, sougog Lake and Aldorville, have con~
stantly proseed upon the attauuon of the govérnment a olaim
to compensation in respeot of their anoiont hunting limite
situnted in the northem prt of th® Provinoe of Ontarlo
and ;ying bateen the Georgtlan Bay and the Ottawn River,
and bounded approylmtely on the North by ths French Rlver,
Lake Hiplssing and the Ottaws River, and on the 3outh by the
40bth parallel of latitude. ;

~In April of this yedr an ia,greoment was mde
bstwaen the Dominion of Canada and the Province of Ontario
for the appointment of Comnissioners to mmatigato the
foregoing olaim, and, 1f satisfied as to its validity, to
negotiate with the Indions in quastion for a surrender of
their rights e'md subsequently, by an Order of Hie Exoellenoy
in Counoil uf the 31st August, 1923, the undersigned wers
appointed Gommisaionera for the purposes above set forth,

On the 13th of September last the Commineion mf-

by automobile from Sutg-on %‘leat to Jaokaon @ Point, am tm

thenoe by motor ‘boat té tho Iaiam. Ou S¢ptmhr 1“"«,,
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16th such evidenos as ocould be adduced by the olaimante was
taken in shorthand by the Searatary of the Commiesion,
Mias-Xathleen Moodie.

h Addresses wers delivered by the Chairman and

~ the menmbers of the Oomiaaion at Georgina Ig).and, and at an
the reserves which wore vislted, designsd to instruot tha
Indians a8 to the ratare of the olaim which, in the event
of its being established, they wouli be asked to surrender,
and especially for the purpose of disabusing the Indlans of
the idea that they owned the lends and would be éntitled to
compsnsation as owners, an idea which the Commission found
to be extremely prevalent.

On the 17th of September the Commiesion proceeded
to Penetanguishene, and on the morning of the 16th travenod
by automobile to Cedar Point and thence by motor boat t
Ohristian Island, where evidence was taken during the day.

The Commisusion returned %o Penetang at night and remained
there until mid-day on the 19th, for the purpose of mabnné A
the Indlans to produce at Psenetang further evidends which it
geemed probable thoy would be able to procure. No further
evidencs, however, having bsen brought to the attention of
the Commissioners, they left Penetang and proossdsd to
Oriliia for the purpose of taking evidence at Rama, whioh

wags done on Japtaembaxr 20th and 21at. ' :

On September 24th tho Commission went to Port
Perry and took evidenae at Lake Sougog, reaohmg Potorborough
the same night, and on the 25th took evidence at Mud Iake,
on the 26th at Rioe Lake, and on the 27th at Alderville,. from
the memberd of the Aluwiok Jand, retuming to Ottaws on the
28th. ‘

A very 1arge volume of ovmonco was taken at- tho
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filed with the Oonmissloners as oxhibits, and betwsen the
date of the Comiseioners’ return t0 Ottawa and ths. 6th

of Ogtoher the evidence was extended amd oaramny con~
sidered by the Commission. '

The Commissioners took with them on their first
trip a large map of the Province of Ontario, on which wae
deploted within a bou;dary. the area sald to represent the
snofent hunting limits of the Tribes in question,  Thim
map was placed upon the wall in the @several Ooﬁnoil Houaee'
80 that the Indians and the Oomiaalon ‘might more fully
understand the puxpost of the evmence as 1t was adduced,
and during the time that elapsed batween the return of the
Commisvion to Ottawa, and the 6th of Ootober, the Com-
mission plotted upon the mmp the various hunting limits
which the evidence eaiablished had been ocoupied and used
by the several families of the different Tribes, in ad-
dition to whioh, however, evidcnoe was obtained at a1l
the reserves of a more or less general user by the members
of the Bands of ths aroa in question.

A The Commission having raeceived an intimation
~ from the Honourabls the iinlster of Lapds and Forests that
he desired it to wait upon bim in Toronto for tha purbos_e
of advising him a8 to the views which the Commizsion bad
- formed as to the validity or otherwise of the olaim, the
Commigeion went to Toronto, arriving there on Sunday,
Ootober 7%h, the appointment with the Litnietexr laving been
£ixed for Ootober Oth, Owing to the arising otn"ﬁix.a
foreseen dlroumuwnqes. however, the Commission was umable
to see the Hinister until Ootober 9th, when, after imvtng
explained to the Hinister the purport of the evldohca. the

,_'_-,Qomiaai. on was desirsd to remsin in Toromio until the
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12%h of Ootober, as the Prime Hinister Iad ptated that he

desired to interview tihe Osmmiesion before fnrther prooesd-

f—iﬁﬁ“tmw*ﬂwtnmmnai—bomwm—am— :
12th of October, the Commission wers engaged in examining

the files and the arohives in the Parliament Buiidings in
Toronto, where itbbtﬂnod n oonsiderabls quantity of ovidenoq
baaring directly upon the olam. -

On Ootobsr 18%h thy Commission mnd an interview
with the Primo HMinister of Ontario, in whioh a report was
gmm’;s to the evidence and the general aspeots of the olaim. -

The OCommission ra-aasembled at Ottawa on thi.
18th of 6otober, and obta!.nod‘ some evidenos of importance
by an examination of various files in the Department of Indian
Affali-s. and having, after a oareful oonsidsration of the |
" evidence and exhibite, ocome to the donolusion that the olaim
of the Indiane had baen cetablished, the Commission had a
gareful desoription of t& lands forming the anclent hunting
1imits, and intendsd tw be incluled inm the Treaty, prapared
by the Surveys Branoh of the Depariment of Indian Affalre.

During the course of the taking of evidence at
Rioe Lake, the Commiesioners were informed by one of the
witnesses that the Indian titleb to soven tomnships lying
1med1a.tol.y gouth of Lake Slmooe had nover been oztlngulshad.
ond an 1nvest1gation of the raooxds in the Depurtment of
Indian Atfairs satisfied the Gomissiomrs tmt the asaeruon
80 made was correct.

On the 13th of September, 1787, A Treaty, oomnonly
oéllod "The Gnnbhot Treaty” wae made by tbp Honourabla » o
84r John 301maton, Baronat, on behslf of thn King, with the -
Prxnoipal Ohjefs nnd War Chiefs of the masxamsa Hation,

= This Troaty was nmnaoa to gover the land bordtrina on thq

north shore ot Lakc Ontar!.o. and axtendlns baak tbantmm u
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as far as a gunshot could be heard, anl oovering the land ]
lying between the Bay of Quinté and the Tobiooks River. o

The Oommiseion, in the course of its researohns, discovered

t)ﬁt this Ireaty was signed without a partiocular desoription

of the lande intended to be surrenderad mving been inoluded

theroin, the intentior being, as appeared from the files,

that the surveyor was to write into the Treaty a i)ropor

desoription of the lands intended to be oovered thereby.

It is gquite oloar tlut the surveyor falled to complete thﬁ

tYreaty in this regard, and the Gunshot Treaty as printea

in the Volume of Indian Tresties and Surrenders published

in 19056, contains no desoriptidn of the lands, the title to

whioch was intended to Le surrandered. A fow yoars after

the signing of this treaty the omission in question was dis-

oo&erea, and a subsequent oonfimiatory Treaty was signed

on august lst,. 18056, but by error only a portion of the

land intended t0 e included in the Gunshot resty wae in-

oluded in the confirmatory surrender. This portion is now

commonly known as the "Toronto Purohase", and included only

the townshipe of Tobhiooke, York and Vaughan. and parts of

tho townships of King, Whiteohurch and Markham in tha county

of Yorke “ 4 , _ )
In view of the foregoing, the Commissioners determin-

ed to inoluds in the new _t;'eaty that poi'tion of tﬁa lanﬁs'

“originally intended té‘ be o'overéd by the Gunshot Trea‘by,

.but whioh had THot besn inocluded in the konﬁmatory gur-

render of sugust 1st, 1806.  The Gomiaaion having

‘»‘therefore obtained from the ->urveya Branoh 3 propor de~

‘soription of tha lands south of Lake Simooe. alresdy

refoerred to, and of the lzmds intonded to have been moluded

“in the Gunshot Treaty, prepo.roo. two Tronties, one to be

~elgned by the thres Jands of Chippewas, and the other to be
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eigned by the four Bam‘a,or Migsiseangas, each of which
freaties ooversd nll the anolent hunting grounds of both

Vat167is, the tGWNBEIpS Bouth of Taks 5i6oce, ord the Gunshat
Ireaty lands, it being 1'011; tho.t grave dwﬁonlty might arim

- pu.ruoularxy with reepaot to tha anoiant hanting sroundu. u

an attempt woro made to defins a boundsry botwesn the h\m‘ougg_,
linite of the Ohippewss and those of the Migsissauges, as

thé evidence disolosed that neithsr of these Tribves mmd any
vory definite idea us to the actual sttus of such boundary.

When- tmremmaiomrﬂ were taking the evidende at
Christien Island it was asserted that an ares of land
approximately bounded on the east by a-line druwn from the
wast and of lake Bipiesing to Hoose Deer Point, and bounded
on the Weat by the shore of Georglan Bay and on the Horth by
‘the Frenoh river, had been improperly inocluded in the Robxn-
" son~Buron Treaty of Septamber Pth, 1850, 1t being allagod thw
the Indlens who signed that Treaty did not kmve an exolunive
right to hunt and f£ish in the area in quastion, but that g
Joint right axisted between the gslgnara of that !rrsaty and
the Chippewss of Lakes Simooe and Huron to use the area
in question as hunting groumds.  The Commissioners, for
the purpose of setting any qnoatxon a% rest as to utle over
thoae latter lands, had this area included in the desoripe
tion preparod by the Surveym anoh‘ ‘ _

When the Comnission was in Toronts for the purpoge
of a oonference with ‘the Honourable the ¥inteter of lanas
and B'oreats. a lotter wae brought to the attention of the .
Gomisuionsra from a aoliuitor at Lindgsay, Ontario, m

which he stated that, aoting for soms of the msaisaanga‘
ﬂIndmms he desired to place before the Commiselon eoﬁo
evmemo on their behal:t. and tho Gmteelon amnsod vo
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meet the solicitor in question in Zoronto on the 26th day of

Ootober, on which day the Oommission heard the representations

SHIGH the BoTiottor-tentred—t0-put Lorward, and on the 26th.
loft Toronto for Parry Sound for the purpose of taking

ovidence from some Ohyistian Island Chippewas residing 6n

Parry lsland, which evidence was jareaehted to the Commission
on ,t'he‘a'lth. and, it being expeoted tat ﬂ:i_-thor evidence
bearing upon the olaim might be avallable on the 29th, the
Oommission remained at Parry Sound until noon of that day.
Havihg 'than been informed ‘that no further evidenae could be
adduced, the Commigeion prooeeded to Sutton West, to negotiate

a treaty at Goorginaﬁ Island.

On the 30th of October, the Commission was unabdble
to prooesd to Georgina Island owing toﬁstomy weather on
Lake Simooe, but the weather luving abated, the Comnission
proceeded to that Island on Ootober 3Zlst, whera they foumd

a very large mzmﬁer of Indians awaiting them.

The Commission having heard that notwithotanding

the addresses dolivered during the firet trip, the Indiane

ati1l believed themselves to e the omners of the lands in
question and entitlad to upwards of ten million dollars 4
cempensation, the Uommigeloners felt it was inoumbent-upon

them to make & very speoial effort for tha purpossé of dis~-

- abusing the minde of the Indlans of thie idea and thersfore
-‘lengthy addrepses were delivered by the three mambers of the

Cormission, whioh convinosd the Ind jans of ths unfounded
nature of their view and resulted in the Treaty being alsned.

The Commimsion desires to express its satisfaotion

‘with tie general condition of tho reperve at Georgina Islany,

and was "partioularly impresnsed with the atook on tho aoveral

~ farms, oonsisting of well-bred horses, oattlo. aheap ‘and hoga.
 Bx<Chief Oharlon B&sﬁauqo. now in h&s 91“ year. snterta&nod B
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‘ " the Commisaion at his house, He Ims a lurge and welle
. improved farm, s wellefumished house, and hae greatl
| © authority and welight amongst the Band, and the Comminaion

fesls that tha task which devolved upon it in the endosvo*ﬁ-‘f_
o to induge the Indions to take o reagopable view of the
anount of gompensation t6 whish they were entitled, was
greatly lightened by the influsnoe exerted by this venerable
and most excollent Ex-~Chief, and hie eon, Jokn E. Biglanoe,
who 18 gt prosent Chief of the Bamd.  The Agent for this
fana, Hr, William Kay, appears to Inve the affaire of the
Band well iv hapa, and g the oonfidence and liking of .

TN S LSS S e
e .
{

the Indians, in whom and iv whoss welfare he ovidently
takes n wery great interest. -

There is an exasllent sohool on Georglm Ialand.
the teachsr being also the Miesionarys The children
appeared to the Commissioners to be bright, intelligent, and
d1ligent, and tha teachey, Mr. Rard, evidently takes é great
interedt in tho progrees and advangement of his papile.
o On the 1st liovember the Commission arrived at
Panetang, and on the &nd and 3rd were at Christian lelsnd.
On the Znd of Hovember some slight additiopal evitencs was
taken, and aftor addresses by the members of the Commisaion,
similar in oharaoter to thome delivered at Georsm% Island. A

. the Oommisston returned to Penetang, thh the nnﬂcratand!ng
that 1t would agoin be ot Christian Island on the following
day for the purpese of exqouting a Treaty shoald the and
in Council bave dotermined to ascept the offer mad.o' by
the Commission. Aogordingly, en November 3rd the
ijo;)fy wags oigned,  After the eimms ot the Treatiy a
veory pleasing inoidant took p:t.aoo. in which Mr. R.V.84nclair
was mado Honorary Onjef of the Chippewa Tribe, and given

_the Inlian nase. "Pa'-yab-'b”‘éﬂm"”& ', which ”““ o
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"Man Bringing Good MNews".  Mr. 4.8 Williams, Mre Urish -
MoFadden and MIas Xathleen Mooiie wers formally adopted as
mamburs—af‘tlw*‘rribt*with—tmmrmam. ﬁ‘inrt—baatovmt———;

upon Hr. Williame was "Showh-nah-k_o-om + Which means
"Thundering from the South"; wupon Mr. MoFadden,

|
|
| 1
"How-wuak-goe-sig", which means "Bright Noon Day"; and
upon Miss Moodle, "Vigh-ga~yah-bun-no~qua", which means
"Lady of the Dawn". Se%ral addresses wers given by
different members of the Band, and suitable replies ware
made by Kr. Sinolair and the other members of the Commission
and Miss Hoodle.
Ohief Henry Jagkaon, Mr. Walter Simons, who .
aoted as Interpreter, and Megsye J. Monaguo and Re Marsden
oxerted their Influence wiﬁm the members of the Bapd for
the purpose of bringing about an execution of ths ".k‘raa‘ty,
thus materially assisting the Commission in its labour,
The Commimsion hud the pleasurs of meeting
_ Father Cadot, tho Prench Uinsionary Priest, who was at
the meeting on November 3rd and mude a very wise snd
eloquent address to the Indians,
. On Novembor 4th the Commission again visited
.Ohrietian island, having been reoquested to mke a special
‘report for the Department of Indian Affalrs upon the
agricultural aspeats of the Ieland.
&he Sahool dn this Ialand is undex the direction
of Mr. Lorenzo BisGunoe; grandson orrsx-Ohief‘ Charles
’;_i’élscanoe of Goorgt’na Island. He 1o a young man of striking
appearands, ond esems to have the affeotion of Ms pupile
& and the estesm of the members of ths Ohristian Islsnd band,
_ The Christian leland Indlans have a very S
arautable braua bmd whioh play‘d for the Omxaelonore

on the ocoaaion ot cuoh of thozr vmu %0 the leland,
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On Ohristian Ialand the governmsnt hae oupplied
the Agent with & farm laving & good brigk house and large
modorn barn. The farm hears evidence of being well |

oultivated by the Agent, who resides in the house and who
hag somé ﬁe_ll»brod slook. A |
o On Hovemher Bth the Commiesion went to Orillis

for the purpose of visiting the reserve at Rama, which it

414 on the 6th and 7th. vHore 0o the Oomnisefion found
‘that the Indlans comsidered that thoy wers entitled to
recsive a large sum of money for s surrender of their rights, ‘
e.ud the members of the Commission mede a vory special effort
in their addresses to convince >the Indians that the amount
which the Commission was preparéd to offer would be o ful_l
and ample compenaation for sush rights as they wers being
asked to surremder.  One of the 41221oulties which arose
at thin reaerva resulted from the faot that unaor the Indiau :
Act, where a reserve or part of a reserve is qurrendered for
sale, ths Band mriandering it 18 entitled to receive up to
60 per aent of the purohase price, and the Indians at Rams A
suggested that in the present instance thelyr right to share
in the compensation should be governed by the meotion of the
Indian Aot above reforred to, It being quite imposs ible
for the Oommieelon to agree to the payment in oash to the '
Indtans g{ any very large sum of money, -8inoe the compensatiorng
whioh would be pald would represent the patrimony of the
roleasing Indlana,- 1t behooved the Commiseion to satiafy

tha Indians that the surrender of aboriginal rights which
helonged to;the Tribo in perpetuity and would therefors,

12 not suxrendered, afford huanting grounds for future
_ sonemtxonn. stood upon a difi’eront baais from the aa;e :

" 0of a reserve. This v!cw as preaentad by the Gmiuion

fivally provailod, and the ’A‘reaty wag sisnod m Homb&r 7th.
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This reserve or iginally oonsioted of 6000 acree
and was purchased by the iema Indians in 1633,  Since
then sam of it Ins been sold, and itn present area is

2200 aores, of which about ons-quarter is oleared, aml
760 aores oultiveted.  The Commission was informed that
& very oonsldersble portion of this reserve oonsists of
rough, rooky, ond swampy land, and that euch farms us
are worked o not exceed 25 aores in area, und portions
of thesa, owing to the oharacter of the ground, are not
‘cultivable. The polioy of the Indian Department being
to induce the Indiane to turn their attention to agrioultur-
al pursuitas, the Commission auggeéts thnt this object would
be more easily attained if it were possible 1o aoquire in
contiguity to the reserve a further ares of lund free from
swamp and reasonably frea from rook, w}xioh might be oculdi-
vated to advantage.

~ 'he Oommiesion were invited by Chief Alder York
to a supper and concert which was to be held im the Council
House on the evening of lovember 8th. Soms very excellent
mugio was performed by the brags band, and a number of songs
and reoitstions were given by aévsr&l talented Indians,
The Commission desires partioularly to refor to the singing
of some Indian songe by Mr. David Simoce; and s historioal
address mado by Hr. Sigwin, who was dresesed in Indlan
c0s tume « Hies Bowman, one of the @ghool toachers, cang
and recited most excellently. ’

The (_lomiaslon; had the pleasure of visiting the

School on this reserve, which is pre‘_amgd‘ over by
lire, Oolemsn and Mise Bowman, and of hearing the vohild;;n
both read and sing.  There is an sxsellent, modexn

8chool huilding, well-ventilated and well equipped, having
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1iving quarters for the staff on the seoond story.
The Agent at Rama, Mr. A.S» Andexson, &

returned man, impressed the Comminsion with his energy,

ability, and intelligenoe. The Indlans sro more than

satisfied with thn attention he glves to the affairs of ths

Band;”a'nd he appears o have won their confidence snd respeot.

When the Commissioners were at Parry Sound,

some of the Indlans from Pariy ialand who appeared,

asserted that under the HKobinsoneHuron Treaty of September

9th, 1860, the Chippew:. Iuiians mow residing on Paxry

Island were entitled to a reserve on the miinland opposi te

Sandy Island, as desorided in the Ireaty, whioh the Indians

in queation aesort.ea to be a misnomer for Parry leland, and
 that sauch reserve covered the aife of the preaan'ﬁ town of

Payry Sound, and ‘had never been surrendered by them or their
-.forefathers. On Hovemﬁoi; éth,' the Commiesion went %o

Toronto and was ocoupied #n that day and on the 9th in

inventigating the olaim-of the last-mentioned Indians to .
o resexrve at the town of Parry Sound. It appeared that
although the Indians {n question were glven é resexrve by the
Robinson-Huron Treaty as ptated by them, the Province of
Carada, in "Aprn, 1667, iesned & patent to Beatty et -al—for
a tract of land whioh might include the reserve in quastion.
The Commission laid these faots bétoro the Honourable the
 Minteter of lands and Poiaat-s. who instraoted the Oommiseion
to make some farther investigation into this oletm. °The
result of thaeerenquiﬁrlea will form the subjeot of a separate
répvbrt. ' B N o o
The Oommsssion ad journsd on Friday, the 9th,
 meet again on the 13th, on whioch day it left for Peterborough .
for the purposs of negotiating with the Indlans at Muid iake, "

_whioh 1%.41d on November 14th and 16%h.  On the Intter
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day the Treaty was signed.
The Indlans at ifud Lake have an’excellent brass

band, which mst the Commiesloners at some distance from

Ly Counoil House and asgorted thom thereto. A visit
was made to the school on this reserve, whioh is iﬁ oharge
of Miss Harris. - Qhe pupils appeared to be 5right and ‘
diligont, and the Commisaioners enjoyed haaringktha
. ohildren singe. It would appoaf that an addltional teacher
in required at this school as the number of children ie
too large to be properly 1nstruuted‘by one teachery,

The lud Lake Band oonsists of 265 persome, and
the reserve is oompomed of 1664 aores. 0f this, only
about 500 are‘oultivable, the rest of the londs being
rough and extrameiy TOOKY. The work of aleaning the
land 1s 8o great that in is impossible 1o induos the Indians
to do 1t, and consequently only a very limited number of
them are engaged in farming. If bettor land in the
vioinity could be obtained, the Commission is of the opinion

that many more members of this Band could be induced -to turn

their attention to agriculture.

the Higwathn reserve, situate on the shore of Rice Lake.
whore, after a& full explanation of the objeot of the viel ¢,
and some addréeéee by the Chlef and other membsrs of the
Band, the Qreaty was signed during the aftemoon.

- & new Oounoil House 1s in course of erection on
this reserve, which 15 composed of excellent farming lamd.
Tpe Agent for this reserve and for the reeerve at Mud ‘Lake,
is Hr. Robert Molamus, who aocompanied'the‘comnissioa to-
both ressrves and mde at euch a very exaellent address
to the assembled Indians, My, MoCamus avidently enjoys
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the confidence of the Im tans- upon theve reserves and takes
8 grent 1ntereat in the affaire of the Bands And ths wolfare
of the Indsans who are umnler his oharge.
' -"r‘wthe—Uirawa%lm%ame-oempmﬁ%rw&mde—by-ﬂn«——
Indjans that owing to the leasing to whites of muskrat:
trapping privileges upon the borders of the lake, they bad ]

bssn deprived of the right formorl& enjoyed by them of trap-
ping muskrat, upon the avelle of whioh trapping mny of the
Indions are largely dependent for support. This question
will bve further referred to in another report to ba made
by the Commission, o v
At thie reserve after the Qroaty was signed, the t
membera of the -Commission wore mads Honorary Chieftains of
the United fands of Missiassaugas of Kice, HMnd amd 3ouges
Lakes, and Miss loodie was made Honorary Chieftsiness, ana
sa0h mmhhr of the party vas thoreby made a member of the
Unltad Bands and given an Indian nams.
After the exeontion of the Treaty, the Commission
roturned to Peterborough, and on the 19th of November went
B to Alderville for the purpose of obtaining the exeocution

of a Traaty by the Indiuns ¥esiding on the Alnwiock roserve. .
Ths Treaty was signed on that day. in the presence of a

‘large gathering of Indians composed both of the men and
wo»mwe;i of the Bunde ‘Thess Indians }twc an‘axoalhnt brass

bend which at the oonolualon of the prowedinss played &
number of pleasing eeleououe.

Th;g_ Band of Indtans ie prosperous, and i
forfumte in osoupying a raserve whish appeardd to the
Commissloners to be more adapted to ﬁgrimme than any
of the ressrves vietted by them, with the poasibla
exoeption of tho raserve at lalm Sougog. whioh. howovez, ie
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very limited in ares. The ‘Agent for ths Alnwiok reserve,
I-lr. ¥eRs Coyle, is highly thought of by the Inuana, in »
hxnwelf a practical farmer, and appenred to the Gomlealon

to bo aotive, emergetic and greatly interested in the

peri’ormnoo of hic duties as Agent.
On the £0th of liovember the Commission went to
~ Port Pei'ry for the purpose of meeting the Indians. at Iake
Sougog remerve on the 21st, %o place bofore them the pro-
posals for a surranier. This took place on the latter
date, when the lreaty wae signed. YThie exesution of the
Ireaty completed the work of the Commission so far as the

Ohiprewa and Hississauga Indlans were oonuernes.

The reserve at Lake Sougog consists of 800 aores, -

half of which is leaned and opsrated by whites and the
remainder is praotically unused. he agent Iere,

Mr. Viilson Gerrow, informed the Commission that he md been
quite unable to persuade .the Indians to engage actively in
farming, although the lani 1s practically oll oleared and
capable of being worked to great advan ﬁge. Mr, Gerrow
suggested that u solution of the Aifficulty, as it ccourred
to him, would be t pool the entire reserve and operate 1t
as one farm, employing the Indians thereon as laborers and
turning over the net profits yearly derived from the
Opemuons for the use of the Band. The Commission

thmka well of thle suggoation.
Bafore the Commission left Ottma on Ootober P4th
‘last for the purpose of negotiating for tho exegution of tha

'i‘reatiea roferred 1o in thic report, their very careful oon- »

Blderation had been given to the ovidenne and exbidits which
had heen cbtained on ita earlier visite to the reserves,

~ for the purpose of arriving at a sun of money which would
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be a falr, Just ana squitable compensation for the righte

‘Which thess Indians would be askad to surcender. In

arriving at the amount upon which the Commission finally
detemlmﬁ. consideration was given to the peveral treaties
which M4 been made between the Orown and the Indians of
Ontario during the last century, and the areas ooypr:ad bi ‘

the several surrenders were comparod with the area which

- would be affeated by this Treaty and some oomparison mde

batweon the relativo situation of the surremlered traata,
and thie traot, as regards thelr contiguity to the sattled
parts of Ontario, Gonsideration was also given to the
eump agreed to be paid under former Treaties, and after

- exerclsing the best Jwigmmit whioh thas Commisaion was able

to bring to bear, it was decided to offer these Indians as
compensation for a aurronder of all their rights, tho sum
of $600,000,00, which the Commiscion deemed 1t would be
equitable to divide equally betwaen the Chippewas and
Mjosissaugas, the evidence having d41solosed that the areas
ot_ hunting idmits aurro,mrwsd by each of these alaimanta
vould be dbout oqual and that the popﬁlation of the
Chippewan exceoded that 6! the Missisasugas very slightly.
This equal division of the propossed compenssiion was aaua-‘--
fagtory to the olaimants, none of whom rained sny ob:eotﬁon

"7 thoreto.

By the emout;oq 0f these treatue. the Indian

~tn‘els whiah formexly covered all tho lands in the ol4

vaime of Ontario had been fxna.u.y roleased, and the
taking of Treaty 9 in 1006 extinguished the Indian title
up te the northern boundary of the Provinoe of Ontarlo ae
the same oxisted at tlat date.

-
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