
alternative locations present themselves 

the selection of' the lowest ground south of At1in being an 

important consideration. 

Reconnaissance surveys und~f.taken bJT the Province of 
~.,) ·It,} 

British Columbia in 19:30 along vari~~~ sections of the nAil 

routo . providod very useful informe. tfEot11. Some ofJ the work was 
li4 

done along what is now designated ~the tI Goa-sttlro.ute. 

and aerial surveys 
1:-

-at that time.!' ~ldicated that a route 
""" .. -.... 
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First-hand information was also required of a route 
. -

that .from general reports afforded great pro:n;Lise, namely that' 

from Fort st. James along Stuart, Tremh1eur and Takla Lake-s and 

:northerly towaJ;'ds the Skeena ";(jr NassRi vers. 
~::: '~i;, 

of this important rO'Q.te was ~cre:f!:t;aken by Mr. P.M. 
;"'.~ '-£"'% ?'" -"0 +Il' 

Monckton, Enginee:r on the staff of t~~3 'Public Works Department, 
, Y;:"':,, 

o,0"Y' 

Province of British Columbia, !3.nd h:i:ts r~port on 1940 
\,J +5.3' 

;.~) _*;4, ,~h~: 
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! Skeena Rt v.r belowX11ankis Creek; 
)(ar.29/41.(West . ef.'· Centl'al''!A''·' . 

. rout.:;~:pd abeut )[.102 :from Hazelton). 

Sk,"~~~R~ Y'J:;;.and .. ! ,1aJDB~ • .,h bnge 
lOmflesabev' $Ustut River. 

Atk<-.. ~.(rt ; 'i'(<' . .~"~9,,,{.:"J: .. ,:~~&~\_,~y 



\." , 

Mosque Rlver (a1LJunctlon wlthSkeena. River) 
14.249 -, :Mar. 29/41. 



--:--------~....., 

Skeena River Valley at OaribouOreek -
](.)04. 

Spa tsl.z1 Riv&r.' Ve,lle.y - 14. }2;. 
(4 miles N. of Skeena Spatsizi Divide) 

Apr. 12/41. 



Talley of "Llttlen/&"an .. M. }4} 
, Apr. 14 41. 

lClapp.an River Valley - )[.}74 



is te.rn:ed tho !lCentrnl ;i" route to 'Th.is route has greater .advan-

th ~ It +: • / J!\ t1- "A (I'" t d th d . t' ' , . an.4ny a ern8,." 1 ves Ool le.rot:!. e an J. e escrlp lon 
J iS . 

l1e:.r!:"Jl"r i th, subj ect to ::;OY!1e 10c.ulXl~yisions, is indicated by 

Bt::ginning nt Port St" James follows the east 

I.·xt Stua:et .,T!'GY!1bleur and Takla La~e~ Ftnd along the east bank 
f"'>-

• " ~ ,'j.:Z 

of Dri.:'twocd Hi vel" and Be.ar Lake to thl:j$ustut Ri ver~ . Grossing 
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",p:.Rot.lte 

¥~ ":;' , < 

Over !anzill.a l:1ve~ six 
miles souih.<Dease "Lake 
look1ng·~owru"d.$ head o-f 
lake. . 

" 

B.C. Yukon - .Alaska 
K1gb"", Commission. 



the SU:3t1:Lt River it cuts across to tho east side of tho 5Keena 

Hi 'lor, following it up to tho Skeena-Li ttle Klappan Di vido= 

Elovaticm 4,,400 foote. The route thon follows down the east 

side oJ' tho Little Klappan River to the vicinlty of Ealue Lake ~ 

skirts Eddontennajon Lake and proceeds in a northwesterly 

dlrectlon to a 

confluenc0 of the 

Dease Lake route is 

clcott and Koshin 

Estimates of cost hnve 

location surveys will 

f;u1cl Dj~:x.ir0 

connecting with tho CJdEJting road to Atlino From Atlin the rnlJ.to 

follo'NS the ':'iast side of Atlin Lake and the west side of Littl0 

ALlin Luko ::::. 'I'agish to Carcross and on to Whitehorse!1l From 

VJhi tohorse the route 10<"d8 throug!\. Carmacks crossing tbe Y1J.kon 

boundary. 

Reeom1aiSSt.lnce surveys indicate 111)3110r0113 local ~llt(n:n.G.'"· 

t1.V(:2. on tills route, the comparative value of' which can only be 

detcI'l11:l-ned when location surveys are made" 

the 11 COIl tral 

f::,om Fort 3t c tho 

se.mc J'out() as 

It will 

l'ough ostl:mato $ the Gstimatc;c1'G loss", 



'l!ahltanValley ";'M.4'70. 
(st. James) • 

Lak'e f near sWnmi t MacDonald' s 
Portage - M.527 (from Fort 
st. James) Elevation 3200. 

~A· Route 



iklue" Lake ... April 22/4+ • 

. Telegraph Creek (Town). 





An important feature of the !!Central AI! route, above 

described, is the depth of snow on the higher passes that must 

be traversed on the section between Fort St e. James and the 

De8.se Lake trailo The higll.est elevation that will be reached 

is apparently ·4,4,75 feet and which is in the vicinity of L'1.d:l.an 

Greek, atr:1buta.ry of Spatsizl River"" Between the Dease Lake 

trail and tlJ,e Yulwn boundary the highest elevation that will. 

reaehed is apparently 3~500 feete 

As trw depth of snowfall at these elevations in the 

will be the main feature in detel'rminingthe length of 

that will be afforded on the IlCentral A" route, actual 

snow measurements were made in the months of March and April;> 

1941,at all governing elevation pointso rrhe information has 

obta:i.ned and is included In the appendix" 

The 1l0entral All route is naturally divided into three 

mined" 

within reason. 

1iBlI ROUTE 

Prom the Pr:'ince George dfstriet north this general 

route follows 11n extension of wb.atis known as 1tTl:16 Rocky 

},knl:ntain 'I!rencl1~ 11 This physical .feature lies hn.l."tl.odiatoly to 

Hanky Mountaln Ran ge, and in Canada extends 

least thc: 

Prince George. Pro:m thlspoint anextonsion of the 





'Flnlq"· Rtve~ ~a.mt Fort 
Graham -~flf:t7 miles 
north ". otFlnlq Forks. 

" B~ C. Yukon - AJ.aska. 

,r'., 

, H1ghwa, Co_lsslon. 



undoubtedly reveal those waterway. sections where 

transportation could be utilized to 'advantage. # 

Aiken Lake Route: 

Referenc'e will be ma.de here Q Jim a.l ternative location, 
~~ ~ 

referred to as the Aiken Lake route J flfte.,~, .would go northerly frornJ . ,t, ,2;, ~;"' . ;.'1, 

j;tIt might be mentioned in co:rii~h~'ion with "B" route i
: 

that whether the ,highway is;;'PJ;\p~'ectednortherly from 
Prince George or from Fort $~~' ;Q1ames.ll direct and easy 
connection is iaff'orded to pd1.l}~s west,'including 
Hazelton, by me,ans of existiJ;;lg:lJiighways. 



p 

'·8if~.n Pass ~eleva 1;ion 
·,,2.7} :ti •. on .1;he:Fox 
.. Kechika :Ii var D1 vide. .. 

B.C. Yukon - .Alaska 
HighW&7 Oommission. 



routes o 

mining 

Lake. 

usef'ul 

th.8 

8.ll.el. 

It is the opinion of the COIDmJ.ssion, after consider-. 

:Lng all factors" that this route does not possess the location 

ad'lr::mtages requlred by 9.n international highway from the stand'::' 

point of grE~de a.'1cl alig;nment and t11at it 1s· properly a local 

highway serving mining 

e main inten.w:tiol1al route e1the1" 

be connected to 

st~ James, or by 

IHteI'~::tl conl1t)ction running to Ute "B!l route .to the east ~ or to 

the ilA 1i route to the Y!!est" 



· Ii Route 

lunctioli of XeClb.ika R1 var 
and larse stream in trom 
west froID pointha.1:t' .i1e 
north on east side of valle7~. 

-- ;-

B.C. Yukon ... Alaska. 
Highwa1 Commission. 



30 .. 

Referring again to the UBII route p:popeI'~ :tt3 lowEn'" 

section offers two alternatives -- one startinr; i'j-:om the 

v:]cini ty of Prince George and reaehing F'inlay Forks v:'l.a Summit 

trw Parsnip H:'l.ver, and the other starting from Fort· 

St ~ J"ames and following the route of the newl:r~ constructed 

mlning road to Ga:Cfney Creek and leavh1g 

Forks c 

Finlay 

valleys 

and the 

these bdJ] 

oonflu.eno8 of the KechUca Hnd Tl.lrnagain Rivers to -ehe vioini +:y 

of LoweI' Post" Rc)oonnaissal1oe showed this to be y)lite feasible" 

MAN SON CREEK RO'JTE 
~-----

As l1I'eviously mentioned tld.'3 route :'l.s an alternative 

of' the lower seotion of route HBr! and would :l.nvolve leavlng 

the e~1{:isting highway system at Fort st" James and followir.g 

the DOW m1n:1.n.g l'Ol;ld to a po:tnt near the junotion c,f Manson and 

GE-tf'fney Creeks c'cnd then proceeding northeaster'ly to F'inlay 

J?orks ~ 

road :1.8 

bet>veen 

road up 

Go..ffnoy 

McLeod 

tb.f.'; proper rOl.;.te for an internrlt:toi1al highviay.. The MH:::1S0n 

Creak route is a roact of· a secondary )~Yge fo~(' servicing m:Lning 



Indian children at Liard Post. 
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·:8" Route 

Looking soutneast4ewn Fin
lqson !tivertrom 16 miles 
.above Frances Lake. 

:B.C. Yukon-Alaska 
Kighwal Commission. 



with 

Yukon 

b.o1'8e, 

direct 

route., 

but the 

sfJa.::lon 

by the 

If 

Post along the lIi.ard and Pra:nces H:'LvGl"s fu'1.d that no diversion of 

this route to Atlil1 il3 feasible" '111.13 Dease Lake District can;! , 

}:l.ovvever 9 connected \lith it eithor 1:r;iT a hig..11.way dovm the Dease 

Hi vel". or by a highvf8.7T c'10VT.·c'l t~i.-, c. fi11] "'r" n "·a-j -. -. ;1.J .. v ....... -,_J. ,.1,°- 0 _ RI.ver from the south. 

ond. of Deaf~e present time thore is a tractor road 

:from Deaso Lake to Boulder Creek on this route~ 

In ;:30 far as Atlin :1.8 concerned the adoption of the 
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."~:~ .• <i>;:L;'.< ::' 
..6 Route 

~1il:U~t~;on"p,f ~C~p;b;!ll, and Big 
aampp~ll: Qree~.~;"1;th;J:el~1 
River from a point 2 miles 
west' (at PelllForks). 

B,O: Yukon - Alaska 
Hi~a1" Oomm.fssl'bn.~ 
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M1le 86 



~. R2u~e 

Junotion of Pell, and Mao
millan Rivers trom ~oint 
2 m1les below (west). 
Bote: View looks u.p lIac
Millan River Valle,. Mao
.illan~Jo1ns PellJ River 
where latter makes shar'p 
turn from north to west • 

.. 

B.O. Yukon - Alaska 
Higb.wq Commission. 



Pelly .Fa.$lo.oking up. streS,Jrl 
(198 miles north of ROBS Ri Tar) 



llBli route would not:; improve its present situation 1nregard 

to connection \;Vi th the outside wOl:ld" It could bB linl{ed with 

!lB" route.! however, by tho oonst1"uot1011 of a 10eB.l highway from 

Atlin via Dease Lake. A local highway n01"t11 :from At1in to 

would afford conneotion wi t11 the Ifr.ai te Pass and Yukon 

and eventually thore would be the possibility of 

h:tghYHly:from Carex'oss to W)x1.tehoI'se and ol~~the IIBIl route~ 
the 11 Cent 1'8.1 A'I route wero. adoptecl" the A t1in and Dease Lake 

areas would be dlrectly served by it .. 

Since tho IIBn route will thus fol1ov:{ the location 

already described the responsibility of the Commission resot.ves 

i ti:3el.f into a oomparis(m of the advantages and disadva:ntages 

of the !l Contral All route and the"B I1 route <) 

A :f8.otor in the consideratilJn of' th(; former route 

the prefereilCeeXprGssed by the United States Alaska Highway 

Commission for a route through the Yukon via the KIu.ane Lake 

and HiveI' districtB, 81);1ce this affords a very favourable 

conneclion, from tho Alaska standpoint, for the road between 

P[t:l.I'banln3 9.1:10. the Yukon boundar~T~ 

[l1Ul Kluane ]~ake route through Yukon Terrli:;ory 

basin erOS8ElS the DOYt!je1c and 1i\l'nite Hivers a:ndree:ches the 

Alaska boundary 1nthe vic,ini ty of Mirror Lake" Prom tb.:LS 

point tho United States Con:rm.lssion state that a very favot:tra:ble 

:p08.d connect ion is possible via the Tanana River to the 

Richardson Ilighws.y Dnd thence to Fairbanks. 

r:I:he SllTI1J'nary of mileages and est:iJriates of cost of' 

tht:::; l!ContJ:"ul All andilp,il routes given herewith thus inclucles. 

two estimato3 for the forri.1Elr route, one on the basis of tbe 

hig;hway going through DaVIson to the Alas]ra bOllndary, and the 

other on th.c basi s of t1'18 route via K.luane 1)(111:e Which cloe [] 

not touch Dawson .. 

TIle estJ.mateE; of cost are based on the standardG 

dec:Lded upon by the Commission, namoly.l' a road grade 24 feet 

with a gravel surface 20 feet wide .. ( "' f -. \ bee .cl.ppendlX)" 




