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The National Capital Commission will focus its 
activities on five priorities within the strategic 
directions set by its Board of Directors in fall 2013. 
 

I. Make LeBreton Flats a world-class destination. 
 
The request for qualifications (RFQ) package is being 
developed for planned publication in the fall. The purpose 
of the RFQ is to invite world-class development groups to 
qualify for a short list of up to five developers who will make 
formal proposals for the next phase of LeBreton Flats. For this 
phase of development, we envisage a bold, new, regional 
economic driver that will serve as an anchor project to 
animate the site and that is at least of regional, if not 
national or international significance for this prominent 
location in the Capital. 

Work continues on the LeBreton interim improvements 
project. The fill tender will be issued this week, with the work 
to be completed by the end of November. 
 
The design for the preferred scheme (Landform Gateway) is 
proceeding.  We are seeking further input from the 
department of Canadian Heritage on interpretation and we 
are doing consultations with First Nations on the theme.   
 
The final design will be presented to the Board at a 
subsequent meeting.  The construction work will occur in 
2015. These interim improvements will set the stage for long-
term development. 
 

II. Offer public access and new connections for 
Canadians to discover the shorelines. 

 

Richmond Landing and Bronson Pulp Mill  
The Richmond Landing Shoreline Access and the Bronson 
Pulp Mill Ruins Public Access projects are targeted to be 
delivered by the summer of 2017. Design will commence in 
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the spring of 2015 and construction is projected to commence in 2016. The Board will 
be updated on project progress at the November 2014 meeting.  

Both projects are in the planning phase and present significant opportunities to:  

 Provide access to Richmond Landing and Victoria Island and highlight the 
aboriginal and natural heritage of the islands;  
 

 Recognize the military presence in the region and contribute to military 
commemoration; and  
 

 Showcase the manufacturing and power generation industries which led to the 
significant growth and economic success of Canada’s Capital Region.   

 

The core deliverables are likely to include two pedestrian bridges, a pedestrian 
pathway to link them, a universal access pathway linking Wellington intersection to 
Richmond Landing, the enhancement of the ruins of the Bronson pulp mill, and a high 
standard of landscape architecture to unify the elements.   

 

III. Complete the Capital Urban Lands Master Plan and the National 
Interest Land Mass Update  

Capital Urban Lands Master Plan and Parkway Policy 
 
Community Gardens  
 
The NCC has informed the cities of Ottawa and Gatineau of the Board’s recent 
decision to permit the use of NCC land in two locations, one in Ontario and one in 
Quebec, for a three-year Community Gardens Pilot Project.  
 
The NCC will make its lands available to support the community when there are no 
municipal properties available within one kilometer for the purpose of community 
gardens. The community gardens will be managed by the cities through land 
management agreements. The NCC looks forward to receiving the cities’ 
recommended proposals. 
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IV. Support the establishment of national commemorations 

Victims of Communism 
A verbal update will be provided. 

War of 1812 Monument 
Construction work on the War of 1812 project started on July 28, 2014. The NCC Design 
and Construction team is meeting with Public Works and Government Services 
Canada (PWGSC) and its stakeholders (Senate, House of Commons, RCMP) on a 
weekly basis to provide project updates and to discuss concerns and/or issues as they 
arise. Forecast completion is October 31, 2014. 
 

Renaming of the Rockcliffe Parkway to the Sir George-Étienne 
Cartier Parkway 
The renaming of the Rockcliffe Parkway to the Sir George-Étienne Cartier Parkway took 
place on September 6, 2014. 

In August 2012, the NCC renamed the Ottawa River Parkway after Canada’s first Prime 
Minister, Sir John A. Macdonald. In a similar spirit, the government honoured another 
one of Canada’s founding fathers by renaming the Rockcliffe Parkway the Sir George-
Étienne Cartier Parkway.  

 

V. Be a value-added partner in Canada’s Capital Region 
 

Nepean Point  
A public consultation workshop was held on June 19 in the Urbanism Lab. It was well 
attended and many ideas were generated concerning a future vision for the site.  

Most attendees expressed the desire to see a more prominent role for Nepean Point as 
a capital attraction, since it is one of the most important public spaces in the Capital.  
They hope to see improved access and connections. Also, there was strong 
agreement that opportunities for informal gatherings and seating be provided to take 
advantage of the outstanding views available from the site and that the Champlain 
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statue be kept as high as possible while providing universally accessible slopes leading 
to the statue. Finally, there was clear support for providing interpretation on the site 
and to not expand the collection of public art presently on the site. 

A revised design will be developed through a design competition commencing in the 
current fiscal year. 

Public Engagement Activities 
 

Community Relations in Gatineau Park  
 
The NCC continues to strengthen its ties with the neighbouring municipalities to 
Gatineau Park. Following meetings the CEO had with the mayors of the municipalities 
of Pontiac, La Pêche and Chelsea: 
 
 A workshop will be held in Pontiac the first week of October with residents and 

community leaders to continue discussions of the public consultation held on 
June 16, on access to the Park and the development offer by Pontiac for 
recreational tourism. 

 
 A meeting was also held with representatives of La Pêche’s city council to 

prepare a public consultation in the municipality this fall. 
 
 Meetings and exchanges continue steadily with the Municipality of Chelsea. 

 
 
Trails in Gatineau Park  

Gatineau Park staff has embarked on a two-year exercise to engage user groups on 
the creation, use and management of unofficial trails.  The Park is home to 200 
kilometers of official trails, but it also has over 200 kilometres of unofficial trails, creating 
fragmentation and public safety issues.  

 
A series of workshops are taking place with Park users to examine how to minimize the 
ecological impact of unofficial trails by prioritizing the trails in accordance with their 
use. 
 
This exercise will eventually lead to identify unofficial trails that must be closed due to 
environmental sensitivity, and to propose a select number of new trails that could be 
made official. The NCC will also look at a new management model to encourage 
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frequent users and Park residents to become ambassadors and guardians of these 
trails.  
 

Pathway Awareness Program 

The NCC continues to promote safety on its’ pathway system through its Share the 
Path campaign. This year, new messages have been developed and promoted in 
order to increase awareness on how to travel more safely on pathways. Again this 
summer, the NCC has conducted safety blitzes at 15 different locations, some in 
partnership with the City of Ottawa Safer Road program and the Ottawa Police. In 
parallel to its awareness campaign, the NCC will explore other measures that could be 
adopted in order to encourage cyclists to reduce their speed and make pathways a 
safe experience to all users. 
 

Queen Elizabeth Driveway and Colonel By Drive Pedestrian 
Crossings  
The NCC completed crossing improvements at the intersection of the Queen Elizabeth 
Driveway and Fifth Avenue.  The improvements were completed to serve the needs of 
the local community and enhance public safety for users crossing the Rideau Canal 
Corridor.  
 
Planning work is underway for a future crossing at Colonel By and Clegg Avenue with 
public consultation and design to commence this fall to enable construction during 
the fall of 2015.   
 

Fall Rhapsody 
Starting the weekend of October 4th, Gatineau Park will be hosting Fall Rhapsody. This 
popular program attracts a significant number of people in the Park, creating traffic 
and parking problems. In the medium term, the NCC in considering the introduction of 
a shuttle service to provide a better experience for visitors to Gatineau Park during the 
Fall Rhapsody. 

This year, the NCC will implement three initiatives to help manage this situation: 

1. Redirect traffic to other areas by working with neighbouring municipalities: 
Meech Creek Valley (Chelsea), Luskville Falls (Pontiac), Philippe Lake and 
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Wakefield (La Pêche). Kitigan Zibi also showed interest to offer an activity at the 
Park’s Visitor Center (Chelsea). 

2. Invest more resources to help manage traffic in the most problematic areas. 

3. Close portions of parkways on Saturday and Sunday morning to allow the 
practice of non-motorized activities. 

 
Urbanism Lab  
A calendar of events is now featured on the NCC’s website. This new tool serves to 
inform the public of upcoming consultation workshops, open houses and speeches by 
the CEO as well as a variety of events, lectures and seminars the NCC will be 
hosting.  Topics to be explored include architecture, urban design, heritage, 
ecological urbanism and waterfront enhancement among others.   

 

Corporate Matters 

Managing the impact of the Emerald Ash Borer 
A verbal update will be provided. 
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