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. WAYS AND MDANS——THE BUDGDT
M. I‘OSTDR moved : - '

" That the ]Iouse resolve itself mto Commltt(,e to
consider the"'Ways and Means for 1als1ng the Bupply
Lo be granted to Her Ma‘]usty - .

[y

’ REVLNUE 1q91

-

7.

"In 11smg to move that the House go ‘into
‘Commlbtee of Ways and Means, it becomes
) my - duty, in ‘the. ﬁrst place, to make, as
;- briefly a8 I possibly can, consistent’ w1th plain-
ness, a smtement of the operations’ of the pre-
cedinig year, and of the current year, 8o far as
wo have overtaken it . In doing so, I de-
sire, without further ceremony or prelude,
to state:that in Mareh last, when I had.the
‘horiour of malung my ﬁnanclal statement i
this House, I estimated that the revenue

.bé as follows — .
. .‘:520,500, 000 °

showing a' very slight. excess of $1,059 in.
~Oustorcus, an inclease of $45,097 in' Bxcise, and
. an excess of $210,715 in Miscellaneous. So
- © that, whereas the total estimaté for that
© period was $36,665,000 the ‘potal Lecelpts were

. '
I
'

f

. which would’ ‘accrue durmg the ‘year. would N

" Customs.. .’

Excise .- 7,900,000~
Mlscellaneous ................... s, 265,000 .

Lt Total . 886,665,000

"The actual leceip’ts wetg as follows —_—
; Cuqtoms. D e : ‘%20 501, 0..)‘)
S Exelse . ..ol 79450.)7 oL

Miscellaitcons. .. ...... A 475 715

© Total............ L /836,991,871

$3G 921 871' bdnfr an excess of receipts, over
estimates of $256,871. The Tollowing were
the - 1eceipts during the . precedmg ‘year of |
1890- 91 -, :

Customs

e &23,309 300 /

Excise . 6,914,850 ,
Mlscellmnmus. : 8 26.),160 . :
"Total .. L $38,579,310 ¢

This . shows ‘& demease in- Oustoms receipts
during 1891-92, as comp:ued with 1890- 91, of "

'1$2,898,241 ; an incréase in Bxcise of $1, 080,247

and an ii;cre’ase in Miscellaneous- of $210,555,” =+
or-a total of receipts in 1891-92 of $36,921,871, '
as, compared with a total of $38,579,310 in -
1890-91, showing a total decrease of $1,057,439.. -,
In the case of the followmg articles wo have'
recéived increased: Oustoms duties” - a

g 27,136'-

Ale, beer and por te1 .......... :
Animnals, living.....c....... ... 2,319
-Boolks, peuodlmls and: otheL print-" ’
ed mabter. .. ... ..., Ll 15,410
Candles. .. ... iiininie oo 1,252
Oaumges L S TIPDI 50,766 .
arpets. R 11,740 -
Coment......v..'uy oolevuseuihees, 1,162 .
Coal'and coke........v .....r . 13,408 o
Drugs, dyes,, clletmuala a,nd mech ' - ' :
CINES. oo vivea vvieunininns . 31,523
Barthenware zmd chma. FPN - . 37,228
“Tancy goods. .. .iviiiinninn... © 84,4562 -
TFlax, hemp fmd]ute ma.uufactmes . ’
of . e ey 25,916
“Fruits, green. ... LT 41,511 '
_Turs and nnnufactmes of .ol 20,84
Glass do ' ..., 9,888
"Gloves andamitts ... ., ... L, 7,63v
Gold and silver; manufactures of, . 3,655
" Gun powder and othef exploswes 5,565
" Iron and stecl, manufactures of, , 70,979 !
. Lead, and m:mufactmes of...un. 1,522
Leather, and manufactures of R

“



Metal, composition and others. . . 85,835
Oils, co'll kerogere, and ploducts ’ B ’
Of i e 38,821
chkages ..................... 2,683
Paper, and manufactures of.. 21,504
* Prnting presses 2,702
Seeds and roots ... .... . 10,900
Soap of all kinds. 4,702 -
Spivits and wines upon which an :
- Increase ‘of Customs duties was .
placed, ... e 12,874
Varnish ... ... e 2,719
Vegetables.............. © 0,247
“Wool, and manufactures of 132,214
All other dutiable goods. . 165,204

And from the followmg altlcles decreased
duties were received :—

Brass, and manufactures of....... S 15,5063
Breadstuffs......... e - . 139,557
Buricks and tiles............0ees . 11,968
. Clocks and clock springs.......... 1,878
CCoffee .. i s - Lial |
Coffee, and manufactures of. ... 20,709
. Cotton, and manufactures of...... 20 802,
' Crapes of all kinds,.............. 2 163
Embroideries, not otherwise pro- .
13,715 .

Cvided for....oo e P

Hish, and products of............ . 82,935
" Fruits and nuts, dried.......... .o 3,440
Gutta percha and India rubber, =

manufactures of ..... ... ... . 43,461

> Hats, caps zmd bonnets e 18,318
Cdewelleryo. ..o e 12,610
Musical Instrumeitbs,, 3,320
Oils, all other, N.I. S 10,955
Oileloth......ooveivevinnnnns, . 4,207
Pickles, sauces and capers, of all '
' kmds.; ........................ 2,490
- Butter, cheese, lard and neats. . 101,758
Salt...... e e e e 7,991
Ships and vessels and repairs on.. 7,551
Silk, manufactures of .. .. . 64,045
Spices of all kinds |, 4,311
Stone, and manufactures’ of.. 16,815
Sugar of all kinds.... ........: ' 8,064,462
Molasses. .oovvuvueennnn. . 4,096
Su"m candy and coufe(,tlonely 16,461
............................ 7,849
Tm, and m'muf'wtm es of . vove.s 2,100
Tobacco, and manufactures of. ... . 56,308
‘Watches, and partsof............ 19,158
Wood, and mannfactures of.... 10,888

‘Coming to Excise, the changes are eonsider—

able, as shown by the. followmg

TABLE showmg quantltles tzmken out and duties aecrued

. ] B
: ) : 1890-91. 189192, ’
.1890-91. 1891-92, —. . = ' \
— —. - Duty . Duty Increase.
. o Quantity. | Quantity, | Accrued. | Accrued. :
SPIFBS . oo cv v ci e e 2,708,841 2,578,973. $3,544,191 | §3,873,801 $329,610
S Malb...ooee o e e Lbs.| 57,909,201 | 40,425,882 588,503 028,517 | 330,924
Cigars.............. e e 101,117,080, | 104,521,493 605,017 623,952 18,935 |
Cigarettes............ .e. _...| 86,066,601 | 40,147,200 54,737 |- 62,933 1 - * 8,196
Tobacco and snuft... .....00.. .. ...Lbs.| 9,688,643 9,872,166 | 1,809,805 2,356,904 | 487,009
’ 6,662,483 7,846,107 1,188,674
. The Increased duty in spirits, as shown|for the House to Lnow 'that, comparing.

above, is due to the increased Dxeise placed
upon them. "The per capita conqumptlon of
Dxmse articles and- the average of the whole
- period has been always given, and I give it
here as well : '

Prr Caprra CoNSUMPTION, )

— Spivits. | Beer. | Wine. |Tobaeco

Gals. Gavls.. Gals. | Lbs,

Averagefrom1867| 1134 | 2730 | 139 | 2130
do For1800-91| 745 | -3790 | -I11 | 2999
3516 | 101 | 2991

do. for1891-92f 70!

DECREASE IN TAXATION,
Generally, with regard to these -different
items of the revenue, it may he interesting

$4,213,359 greater,

1891-92 with 1889-90, taking the full years
before . and after the increase and re-
duction of duty respectively, the imports
in 1891-92 were $116,978,943, against $112,-

765,684 in 1889-90. - But the duty accruing
last year was only $20,550,581, as compared
with $24,014,908 in 1889-90. Thus, though the
imports for home consumption last \year as
compared with the years 1889-90, were

$3,464,327 less, or, in round figures, the Cus-
toms taxes were three and a half millions of
dollars less than in 1889-90. 'The per capita
Customs burden in 1889-90 was $5.01, and in
1891-92 $4.25, being a reduction per head in
the burden of taxation of 76 cents. The
duty per cent of dutiable and free goods in
188990 was 21.21 ; last year it was 17.56, a
reduction. of 8.65 in the rate of duty. It is
as well to state. here in carrying this a

i

-

the duty collected was




" little further, that the total duty collected. in

" year 1882 by one and one-fifth ml]llons, than

. three and, one- half milhons of- dollars, show-
- ing that the contention is true that the pre-

. of sugar of $3,500,000 in, our  revenue. 1

- $400,000 on “tobaccos.

' “Whereas the estimate was. $400,000, the-'in-
: clease ‘has.béen $514 140:

-of these .articles were. shghtly

and po),ter of &27 136 ‘and in -spirity and
- portéd, tobaccos of’ $56 308, so that the total

“far as these mcleases
»Thelefme, as legznds the increases and losses

,' gamed less from -the. impositions upon malt
'have _estimated “by .taking off ‘the duties

"upon ‘sugar, on account of thé increased con-
-rsumption as shown by ‘the followmg table

'

Year Lbs. . | Valuer Duty.-
1888-89 228,841,171} 5,887,895| 8,675,724 ,
1889-90. .. ., 7] 174,045,720| 5,186,158 . 2,851,547
. 1890-91 y 197,163,919 5,005,397| 3,138,804 -
.1801-92 345 418 485 9,082, 023 77,828

/The ﬁgules mdlcate a consumpuon as

average of about 70 pounds ' for
. man,
. So that if we had kept the same taxatlon

- “

i
1891-92 from Customs was smaller than in the
in 1883 by two and one-half millions, than 1n
1887 by two x'mlhons, and than in 188990 by

sent-Government, in the fulthemnce of its

. pohcy, is from- year to’ ‘year materially re-| -
) dueing the taxation of the countly In making

the changes in the t:ulfﬁ in June, 1891, I es-
timated a loss upon the average consumptlon

estlmated a gain from the Iixcise duties of
$500,000 on malt, $600 000 on spnlts -and
- But the increase has
not come up to the estimate. ~ The increased
gain in malt was $339,924, in spirits $329,-
610. In tobacco the estimate was exceeded.

* The total increase
from these hlghel DBxcise .duties was $1,183,-
674, In order to meéet these higher Tixeise
duties to some extent, the dutles on jmports
mmeased
The result Was ‘not to mclease the revcnue,
f01, although we received. an increase in ale

wines .0f $12,874, - we had a. decrease i 1m

declease m Customs amounts to $16,298 s0,
. were. concerned.
whlch were estlmated the revenue has

-and spmts, and - We have lost more than I

SLGAR CONSUMPIION T .

"1891-92 of an
euch

ner customs. returns’. for

woman and clnld in the! Dominion.

oy
.

Jlars,

upon the.sugar for 1891 92 Wluoh mledin the |

precedmg year, mstead of $77,828, we should :
have got $5,418, 918, 'That is to say, at the -
same rate of consumption, We have. actually
1emoved from the taxation of ‘the. country
five dnd one -third nlllhons of dollals

Mr. LANDDRKIN\
that ten yezus ago 7

hurry’; always make haste slowly

added and which acerued from-the increased -
Exclse dutles, fhe .net decredse in taxation
was four
whlch
head of the ' total populatlon . Now,
is’ fah to say that if the remission -,
had not been made it is -not probable that
the consumption Would have ‘been qmte 50
h.lgh for the cheaper the ploduct the gleateL

the consumptlon that is notable in the case -

of tea and sugar, and altlcles of that kind: It
is,showever, true that in takmg -off the duties
upohr raw sugar we. have remxtbed to this .
country, upon an actual necessary consump- .
tion of sugar, an amount of money in the
nelghboulhood ‘of $5, 000 000 ‘during the last’
year, While .on: th,at point it may be- Just
as well to make - a statement in Oldel v
contrast* the two pohcles, in. order to meet -

to a certain extent, an assertion which is often . .-

heard, that the svstem -of taxation and the.
amount of taxation as it boré upon celtam
classes. was'less under the adnumstlatlon of
our pledecessms than under our own, " Lot .
me "add thls fmther statement-:  that we
collected on coffee in’'1892, 37, 177 but it the
same dutles "had been paid upon the coffee
consumed in this country last, year -as was
placed upon coffee under the preceding ad-
ministration, - mstead of the people Jhaving
pzud 7,177 they Would have pa.ld $66,746.

"' Duty on tea was last year pald to the amount -

of- $8,265. If the same rates of duty had

.been paid last year as Wwere paid under- the -

preceding aﬂmlmstrauon the country would -
have paid on the same consumption of tea
$1,266,233 mstead of $8265. In the matter,
of .rice, which is-also the poor man’s food,
we paid last year $80, 762 but if the duties’
in . force under the plecedmg administration

upon. the article of rice had been pald last .,
year, instead of that amount the people would

have - paid $229 820. In sugar,-as I’ havo

stated, the duty of 1892 'was' about $77 000,

Why (hdn’t yo‘u" do-

and -one- thnd 1]111110118 of dol- *
amounted "to. 90 cen‘rs per .
1t

I

MY, FOSTER.. Dont be in too" gleat a -
De(lucb- !
mg one million - dollals of Iixcise whlch we -

N

1

NG

v
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Whele‘IS under the mte of taxatlon existln:,
under tl_le plecedin administration, “the duty

© paid would have been $4,438,109, That is
to say, on these four articles alone, coffee, tea,
rice and sugar, the country paid last year
$172,468 ;-under the rate of taxation, upon
a snmlfu' consumption, of the ‘preceding ad-
ministration, they would have paid $6,000, 905,
Under the two rates of taxation the savings
. to the people in these articles alone last year
was $5,828,442, ’.I.‘hele is no dispute thatin the
case of. every one of these articles every
dollar
out of the pockets of the consumer, because
it is upon materials which are not grown in
this country. With 1efe1ence to receipts
from Miscellaneous, I nny say. that last year
- they were the largest sinée Confederation,
amounted to $8,475,714, as against $4,538,073
in 1878, $4,075,907 in 1873, and $1,978,247 in
1807 ; that is, the increase in earnings from
1867 to 1873 amounted to $2,085,660 ; ;. in 1878
the e'u'mngs further increased by $457, 166
in 18})2 they had increased over 1878 &y
$3,942,641, an increase of ‘87 per cept./

EXPENDIEURE vor 1891-92.

+ -~ I conie now to speak for a few moments of
the expenditures for the last year. The esti-
mated expeniliture in March last was $36,650,-

, 000 ; the actual expenditure was $36,765,894,
an 1pc1eqse over tlie preceding year of ‘};422,—
327 on Consolidated Revenue Account alone,
The ncreases, as will appear from the follow-
ing table, took place in the iollowu}rr 1toms of

_expenditure :— :

Tnterest on’ Public Debt S8 179,841

Sinking Funds....... . .. . 89,782
Administration of Justice. ..., ... 24,130
Legislation......... .. N e 706,389
Alts, Agriculture and St.lblstlcs 16,315
Qmmntme ..................... 2,839
Superannuation .. ..., ....... 12,569
Railways and Canals (Consoli- '
ddte(h' fand). oo 20,649
Lighthonse and Coast, Serviees. . .. 11,042
Tisheries. oo ovvi e cr iy 10,408
Scientific Institutions.. ... ...... 38,2065
Subsidies to provinees..... ...... 32,166
Customs ,.... ..... ..... .. " 4,308
B DG T . 21,812
Post Office ...... .. oo ivennn. 104ddL

On the other hand, in the following items
there have been decreased expenditures :—

Charges of \Lm'ln'em(*nt .......... S 8,674

1’1emmm, l)xscmmt and Iixchauge 69,455
Civil Government ........ .. ... 9,113
Penitentiarios........ .......... 8,269
Trmigration ..o 3,440

of that taxation would have comne|. -

' cost of $1,302,876.

it was $36,765,894.

Pensions . S ,11,393

Militia ... oot o e, 13,205
Mounted Police «........o.n... 3.) 046
Public Works (Consolidated I und) 309 694
Mail Subsidies and Steam-ship °

Subventions. . ... O 47,910

. Ocean and River Service . 22,091

Marine Hospitals, .:...uouuss P 1,005 .
Geological Survey ......... ..t . 8,202
| A © 98,169.
Government of the Nmth west

Territories . oo i v i 4,468 |
Miscellaneous .. .. ovivivonesronns 17,008
Weights and Meaames :md Gas . 3,331
Cnlluw Timber.....ooivevevriins 2,456
Adulterasion of Food............ 1,337
Public Works (collection) ........ 6,198,
Railways and Canals (collection).. 167,639
Dominion Lands.......o..vvunes 95675 -

[ The actual expenditure on Oonsolidated Fund

Account /last year, when talken from the total
revenue of last year, left o small but con-
yenieﬁt surplus on that account, of $155,077.
The increase, as I have sald, over and above

'the_pri'ecedi.ng year's expenditure on that ac-

count, was $422,327. But the total increase, .
and more nem'ly' double thertotal inerease,
was due solely and entirely to the increased
cost of legislation, owing to the abnormal

‘length of last session. Last year we paid for

a session of Parliament of 219 days, at a
The preceding year, which
was also a longer session than usital, we paid
for 155 days, to the amount of $596,486. Tak-
ing the preceding year as an abnormally long
session, and deducting its cost from the ses-
sion of last year, we find, as I have said, that

the. increase was ‘$706,390 ; that is, the in-

creqsed expenditure and $300,000 in addition,

were due cn‘mely to the abnormal lehgth of -

.the session, over “which, of course, 'the Gov~

ernment had no control, and for-which We
are bound to naintain that the Government
gave no oceasion, ’l‘aking the expenditure
for a series of years, from 1887-88 down, we
find the following facts : The total expendi-
ture on Consolidated Fund in 1887-88, was
$36,718,494, The average of the five years fol- *

lowing that period was $36,547,964. Last year
So that it may be stated
broadly that from 1887-88 up to the present
time, there has been almost a dead level of
expenditure on Consolidated Fund Account,
and that this year, but for the abnormal
length of the session, would have shown a
decrease to about $36,000,000, or a decrease
fromn 1887-88, of $700,000. Under this state
of facts it cannot be dontended, as it is often
asserted, and it cannot be proved, as the
statement is often made, ¢hat this Govern-

o




" ment is Folling up the yearly expenditures of
the country. On the contrary, they have been-

“kept ‘at a .dead “level,
.abnormally - long

,been contmuously downward,
“in that year with an expendltuw ot §4,437,-

and but for' the
gession of - last year,
Would have shown' a decidéd decrease over
a period of six years.- Leaving the ex-
penditure on the  Consolidated Fund.. Ac-

. count, let us.see what <was the result of'
"the expeudlture on 'capital account, for the
last year

‘Taking it in brief, I find that on
capit’tl account excludmg railway subsidies,

~we spent last yezu $2,165,700, as awalnst

$3,115,859 in the preceding year, a saving lu
expenditure, or a lessening in expenditure for

-last year over the preceding year in that re-

gard, of $950,159. Taking in the railway sub-

,s1d1es and tLeatnng, that. e/xpend;tule as .on

capital account ,we, Spent last yeai $3,413,915
as against, $4, 381 564 in the preceding 'year, a

"savmg in.this expendmne of nearly &1,000 000
‘ag compared with the preceding year.

The
course of the capital account. since 1887-88 hag
‘commencing

460 ; in the second year 1888-89, $4,420,3183 ;
in the ﬂmd year, 1889-90, $4,053,150 ; in 1890-
o1, $3 115,860 ; - in 1891 92, $2, 165 700, ‘the

* average of these five yeals being $3,638,406,

', thé expenditure for

the - last year ,co“mmﬂr
beneath’ thé average of the last five'years by

'$1,472,796, and being less than, the 'expendi-
~tuare of 1887 88 by $2,271, 760
- penditure . on Consohdated Puud Account and
the expenmture on cupltal account,: we ﬁnd‘

Talking the ex-

- -this’ state of things: that whereas ' the over-
expendltme on’ the first was $422, 327, the

“from for-

‘capital e\penditure out’ of borlowmgs

‘, ~under- ekpenchtule on the second was $967,-
649, making the total expenditure on Consoh-
‘dated Fund and - capital account, last yoar

$545,822 less. than the pleceding year, thus

‘again substantiating the fact that the’ ex-

penditures of this. country are year by year
chmlnishmg instead of growing larger. With

.. respect to the debt of the country, it willbe re-
. membered that for two or three years I have
- been able to '

chronicle a very' small
addition to the debt. I am not.-able to do
that this year Having taken o[f the large
revenue which accrued from sugars and hav-
ing offsét that only by about ‘one-third of its
loss.; we have had less surplus .to ‘draw
our capital expend1tu1e, and
consequently had to meet a larger amount -of
So,
Whereas in 1889 the net debt was $‘?57,530-

/

/

041, in 1890, §237,583,211, in 1891 $287,809,030,

in 1892 it, rose to- $241,131;434, being- an -in-
creagé over the preceding year of $3,822,404.

But this. increase-in theé debt is more appav- -

ent than real, which will appem from these
consulelatlom “Of that .increase, $970,000

arose from the cancelling .of the North Shore’
Railway bonds, which ‘before thig yezu stood = -
as assets for the country, although they pro- .

duced no reveriue, and- although under the

peculiar auangement -which was made, ‘they- .. -
could “have by 1o -possibility produced . - _ .

revenue in years to come. They - have
been written off.  That fxdds to  the
increase. of ‘debt the amount of $970,000,
which, . as I have said,- is  apparent

and ‘not real, so far as any’ benefit to the-

country, as 'a producing - asset is concerncd.

Then, again, We Went Iast year on the market .

for a-.loan, and 43 -the hon. gentleman “who
sits opposite me knows, loans, if theéy are put
on the Tinglish market at low rates of interest,
sell at a discount./ The loan that was put on

the maiket last year was at 8 per cent, and,
, although under all the circumstances it real-

ized more than we could have expected, and
although, in compmlson W1th all other coun-

tries seel{ing money last year We stoodin the ..
vantage. gmund with the exceptnon of Great -~

Butam he1self, -which has, of course, gleat
advantq,ges, we yet ‘sold that loan at a dis-
count, and the amount of the discount becameé
an’ addition to-the capital account in.the shape
‘of an addition tg. our debt. It is, howévet,

ag I have said, mme appzuent than real. Ifit

had beén put on the market at the rate of ‘&%
per cént, there would have heen no chscount,
and there yould then hayve been no debit to the

capltal account of-the country. We would have o

paid the same in’the end, but it would have
‘been ' paid 1n the mmeased yemly mtelest,
which wotld have’ come out of the Consoli-
dated Fund and not have been chzuged to cap-

ital; but the djscount on the Ioan, as the _:_

chscount on ‘all loans, has been charged to
capital account, and so adds, as I have gdid,
$1,122,541 to the apparent increase of debt on
capital account. With these explanauons,

which are meant simply to explain and mod-- :

ity, but not at. all to do ‘away with the fact

which appems ‘in our accounty, dnd which-

will always appear in our accounts, we have

added $3 322,404 to our -debt during the past.
It 1S impoitant that, in the interest of -

yaar.

truth, the explanations s\hould go along with

N e




the statemént. They are meant to do just what
they are meant to do and no more, to.explain
but not to palliate. It will be remembered
that three or four years ago I made the state-
ment that I thought we had reached the time
when we should eall a halt as regards the
increase. of the debt of the country, and that
I thought I saw _from that poing of time the
poss1bility of mising our revenues without in-
creased taxation, and meeting therefrom the
necessary services of the country, of laying up
the yearly amount for the sinking fund, and of
making a fair capital expenditure year by
year, and of accomplishing that without add-
ing to our debt. That promise or that pro-
phecy was literally fulfilled up to the past
year. It could not be fulfilled after that, be-
cause we took millions of dollars from our
revenue in. remitting the taxation upon raw
s1g{u, swhich changed the rlspect of affaus,
and consequently we had to dw_,w on loans
for a certain amount of our capital expendi-
ture. If, however, we had kept the duty on
sugar, instead of having had this increase to
the. capital debt of the cotintry of which I
_have just spoken, we would, from the revenue
which would have accrued from sugar, not
only have kept.the debt from Incredsing, but
we would have diminished the total mnet
debt of the countly by about $2 000 000.
So that my promise made at that time, was
upon the set of circumstances then existing,
and that it has not been literally fulfilled thjb
year is.because the Government thought it
better to remit this enorinous amount of

_ taxation to the people of to-day, and to make

the people of future years pay their proportion
of the amount that was necessmy for the
capital works of the country, over and above
what we can spend and spare of current
revenue,

. REVENUL AND EXPENDITURE, 1892-93.
L]

As to the receipts for the current
year, I find that from July of last year to
31st January of ‘this year, the income has
been $21,772,600, as compared with an in-
come last year of $20,716,451. That is an
increase in receipts of about $1,000,000,- as
compared with the last year: Last year, we
“received in the second half of the year $16,-
205,420. If we receive that same.sum this
year, which is a little doubtful, the whole
revenue of the country will amowt in the
present year to a little more than $38,000,000.

-This

The expenditure of tlie present year, up ‘to.
31st January, is $19;189,893. The expenditure
for tthe same'period last year was $19,817,325.
The cxpenditure in-the last five months of
the last year was $16,948,562. If the samo
rate of expenditure is observed during the
last.half of this year, we shall have expended
$36,500,000, or thereabouts ; but I am not at
all certain that the same rate of expenditure
can be observed. We are, for instance, to-
pay additional interest upon our loans; we
are to pay, I do not know how much, but a
pretty roand sum, for fitting up the quaran-

tine facilities of the different ports of the -

couutly, and these two amounts, as will
rlppefu from the Supplementary Estimates,
soon to be brought down, will swell by a-
very considerable amount the calculated
expendltule of the current year in its last
half beyond what was the expeudltule dmmd
the last half of last year.

RICHARD 'CARTWRIGHT. -

" s These\
figures, I suppose, are up to the 3lst
January ?

M. EOSTER. Yes. Then again, we ave

spending more heavily on capital account
for the purpose of finishing our canals, The
Sault Ste. Marie Canal, which was begun
about a year and a half ago; is being pushed
fQL‘WéLr(l to completion with all possible
speed, so that, during this year, the expendi-
ture will far exceed the expendltme of last
year. Al these tluuca make me cautious ubout
giving a forecast as to the result of the year,
at this early period in the year. However, 1
think I may say this : That we will," out: of-

the current income of the plebcut year, pay "

all expenditures on account of Consolidated
I'und and have a good balance to apply to
capital account ; whether or not it will meet
the whole of the capital expenditure upon
canals I cannot at this period of time say.
‘much is gratifying, that for seven
months of. the year, however, the revenucs
so far, are nearly $1,000,000 greater than they -
were during the ‘corresponding period of last
year ; while the oxpenditures up to the
present time are considerably less than during
the corresponding months of last year.

THE LOAN or 1892,

_ Tt is not necessary for me to explain to the
House—the Housy is well aware of it already
—that in order to meet the extra expenditure

$
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' be a eonvoment time to state them.
wele usually stated on such an occasion by

L 'Lt hzmd L Jut T can tell my hon.

s

" Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGIIL.

L ME

¢ applicants

‘ lhom on tile Table later.

'” always done, 'dne quarter per cent.
were no charges outside of that, _except sliOht
: unolmts for pu.utmg ‘md 1he hlxe

i

~

lipori. capital account, and fo 'takc- up thej-
“temporary loans which had been running,

“Mhat is filly explained in the Pablic Acbmmts, .

a2 loan htl to be put upon the Britishh market.

and it hab also been explained to the 'Housé(. -

fully explained, in one pointg you do mot

" $tate the allowances that were made wlmt

the loan actually nefted. o

I‘O%TDR
f)unts N

‘1‘ RIOIIARD CAR’L‘\VRIGIIL‘
de i .1 : . e

I‘OS'LDR
de;ball,/ as the items very seldom zuo, Hov-
ever, suffice mt to state that a low was put
“on the malkel. for £2,250,000; that the priee
ﬁxed was, £91," and, that the realization was
£9° 0s. ]01/2c1
Llnee times ovc1 ‘oI 1nove,; but what was a
‘more gratifying featube of the last loan as
.this ;. that tlle number of individual subseri-

That is smtod in the ac-

- bers to the loan-was very muel glomter tlmn

in’ aiy former experience’ of loans that we
lave put upon ‘the British mallcct Thie
mnnbelccl leout 420, J.S coms-
pared-with 367 for the issue’ of-the £4;000,000

. loan in 1888, a loan \vluch was nezuly twice |
©as large.
: public iterest in ithie financial affalis, ot Cau-

ada, and an inereased eouﬁdeneo in'the seeml-
tles that Oanada 1)uts 111)011 tllc Bntxsh m'ulxcl, .

J.‘lnt I thinlk, shows a.widened

Sir RIOIIARD GARL‘WRIGIIT - 1‘1 th
hon genﬂcm'ln lmd the particulars 1t would
They

If he, has not Lie mlg‘ht lay |

7

his pr cdeecssms. .

\Ir TFOSTER. I hayve not rtho paruculms
fuend in
bnei’ wlnt they - *uo - We 1)a1<1 {o those
who negotmtod the loan ‘the o\'let col-
missions which were laid down in our con-
tract.
Theve

Sir RIOIIAI‘D CATR’ L‘\VR[GII’L‘ . ’\':Vh'tt

‘ wele your'allo“"mees H when w'w the 10'111

made paymble ? o Y '

Tt is not|

. ‘Not in|

'lhe"x'tcnis nay not'bc in

e 10'111 wag subseubed_

Wo paid to the brokers, ag wé had,

M. I‘OS’lDR ‘V‘lb that noi; de{;uled in 1he
Public” Accounts ?° o

e

Sir RIOHARD CART\V RIGHT I dia ‘l,l.Ot.
[SJele 11: * '
M. I‘OS’LER I do tiot 1emembe1 the

‘discount telms Just now, but I. Wil brmg

1t down. -It was ulothmg more than" the
spreading’ of the lo(m and” 'the “usual dis-
coun’c R

- L . - . s
. S _
' 'DEPOSITS IN THE BANKS. -
ot . .
4 ) + - .‘ t . at

\

T desire for a moment to call the abtention .

improved  con-

the -
_indieated

far: as

House to
things, so

of: the
dition  of,

by the savings of the ‘country, and the posi- |

tion of the Savings Banks. It wﬂl be Wllhm
tlle memofly of the Tlouse, - that o the Tst,
October, 1889, the new Order in Council went.
into force which reduced the interest allowed

on deposits in the Savings Banks from 4 per ~ *

cént to. 3% per cent. ' That, and perhaps-
ther causes, led to am. increase vin the
amount of withdraials from the Savings ™
Bfmks, _VVhlG'h will be thown when I read Lhe‘_
Dalances in the différent yeans On the 30th
June, 1889 theLe was a .balancs , of $4:2—
956,357."  On - the 30L11 June, 1890 that
balmce had decleased to $41,012,465 ; aud
' 1891 it had’ decreased to $39,400,026 ; be-’

|ing .a.total deérease - dunng thesé 'two yems,j
‘| of -$3,556,330 as regards the Savings Ba,uks
‘alone. In 1892 mafters began to mcncl and. ,

that ‘year shows an increase Im‘ the total bal-
ances in the S'Lvmgs Banks ' of S>L9 oZ1;7a
‘small increase but upon the ugﬂlt side. HOW-
-ever, the six months of rblle current year show N
‘an incresss in the balance of $443,210, which’

atv the same rate would he" equivalent to

pretty .nearly $1,000,000. dwrihg the year,
which shows thiat the tide has turned, so far
as e deposits i the Savings Banks .are
concerned, that the drain upon them has
ceased mld has turned into an increasmg sur-
plus. As 1ega1ds e dotal savings, as shown

by the doposﬂ,-_» in the different Government . ‘

Layings Bzmks, in’ the chartered b'mks, in,
the City and District Savmgs Banks and in
La, Oznsse d’Economie, 'they amounted on the
Yarious, dates named to the followmng
figures = v - : o

S0

~
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. 30th June, |- 30th JTﬁne, 30th June, 30th June, |Ist Decelin,ber, .
1878., 1888. 1891, - [ 1892. , 1892, .
“$ ot § -cts. .S ets « § cts $  cbs,

- Post Office Savings Banks.....
Dominion do .
Chartered Banks :—

Deposits by public pnynb]e
on demand. .
After uotlce or fixed dato. .

Cityand D!Sbl ict Swmgs Bfmk,
and La Caisse d’Iiconomic. .

2,754,484 03

© 5,742,529 32

’

35,000,284 00
.| 29,979,041 00

5,031,172 00

20,689,032 62
90,682,025 61

50,331,413 00
62,529,285 00

10,475,202 00

21,738,648 09
17,661,378 07

59,383,400 00
83,2«19,8/06 00

10,982,231 00

22,298,401 65

17,931,145 98

65,611,678 00
95,331,100 00

12,236,099 00

292,891,074 45
17,081,682 47

68,694,266 00 .
101,526,186 00°

S1st J .nnmy
1898,
12,904,195 55

79,197,510 85

164,707,048 23
85,509,537 35

193,015,472 16
26,308,324 93

919,708,424 63
10,682,952 47

992,997,404 47
10,288,979 S

CInereases . oo i o o

(for.6 months).

These ﬁgules show that the nmmal increase
in the general savings of the country, as de-
“nominated and defined in the deposits in
thege different banks, is maintained.

PIE COMMERCE oF 1891-92,

I now come, for a moment, to speak of the

commerce of the country during the past year.
I am not going into the internal or domestic
commerce or trade of the country, because,
first, of the time that it would take, and,
secondly, because, I am sorry to say, of the
unfortunately defective statistics which we
havo with reference to our intérnal trade.
That is found in every country. It.is prob-
ably found in our country now more than it
will be. m the future, for I sincerely hope,
and I believe it will be found to be the fact,
that the new DMinister of Trade and Com-
merce will devote himself particularly to
the task of devising some method of obtain-
ing statistical information, whereby the
country shall be apprised of that most im-

portant of all the branches of its national

life, its internmal commerce and production.
However, if we can judge from signs which
come to the surface, the mtemal commerce

of the éountry, during the past year, has
kept in-advance of that of the preceding
year and maintained a fair percentagg’
of increase. Taking our railway retumns,
which are a fair‘index, and our returns of

' shippiﬁg and tonnpage, which are also a fair
index, ‘they both show a considerable increase-

in 1891-92 over the preceding year. The
Tailways show an increase-in the miles. oper-
ated of 578, in the passengers carvied of
364,697, in the tons of freight carried of 661,-
061, and in the freight earnings of $3,539,-
751, . This shows that freight has been car-
ried in increasing guantities, and that, there-
fore, there must have been an increased
trade. As regards water-borne freight, we
find a small, i)ut,‘ at the same time, satisfac-
tory, percentage of increase. DBut it is when
we come to the foreign trade of the country,

whero our statistics are fairly extensive and .

reliable, tlnt wo find the largest increase as
indicated by the figures to which I shall ask
the attention of the House, In view of the
controversies which have been going on in
regard to this subjeet, I have thought it well
to present the figures of forelgn trade for
1878, 1891 and 1892 :

Toxponrs of Canada and percentage of increase. : \
Peripen‘t)age Peli‘celslgage
- . . of 1891 . of 1892
_— 1878. 1891, 1892, over . over
\ ' 1878, 18491,
Exports... . o0 ool 79,323,667 98,417,296 118,968,375 24 15%
Total imports. . 93,089,787 119,967,638 127,406,068 28 65
Total trade....... ... ..o0 Lol 172,405,454 218,384,984 241,369,443 261 11
Trade with Gireat Britain.... . 83,372,719 91,328,384 106,254,984 | C 0] 16
do United States......... 78,876,437 ‘Jl 824,352 92,125,599 28 Deer. 2%
do Trance ... cveen .. 1,754,394 oGo 877 2,770,173 46 Sk
do Germany.. .......... 521,580 ‘1,336,232 6,526,228 731 50%
do Helland ., .......... 266,764 404,532 846,167 51 109
do West Indies. ... ...... +,397,996 6,360,926 7,038,846 A4 20
do China and Japan....... 486,244 1 2,202,102 3,300,108, 302} 49%
do other countues ......... 1,366,532 3,685,842 5,168,657 169} 40

~
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[ 1892, .
- T'rance,
- Gexmany, two- and a ﬁith mllhons,

It will be seen that while there was a loss|
of irade with the United States of about |-

. $2,000, 000 in 1892, that was’/more than com-.
pensabed—seven times compensated—by an in
crease of §15, 000 000 in our trade with Great
Britain. - It is sometimes’ stated that- our

- trade with other. countries in the world is not
_ . It is-true. that with the United,
Stftte,s and Great Britain we do the most-of'

satisfactoiy.

our business ; 5 \but a oompauson of the above

figurés shows that we are- gmdually, and in’

some mstances rapidly, increasing. the area of
out commelce with other countues The. re-
cord I have given is, I think, ono which {s en-

“couraging to the House, and Wmoh will: be en-

comaomg to the country, as showing a gradu-
ally—mdemng, and, to a certain ~extent,
although as yet smallmlts entire_amount, a
rapid development of’ trade - with the other
great countries of.the world, * The record of
cour trade. for. last year  is -one ~which
you may ‘search our returns ‘through in
vain .to find equalled !

with
‘With
with
Holland one-half a mﬂhon ;. with the West
Indies, one and a-third ‘million ;. with Clum

and Japan, one and a tenth milkon, and w1th

over 1891,
one-fifth

of §15, 000000_,
of a . million :

.. other countries, one and a- han mﬂhon, be—

‘sides a-small increase with Italy. and New-
foundland, whilst the only large decrease. we
,had was with the Umted States, of two and
seven—tenths millions. , Ther efore,’
agam, that the con(htlon of our foreign trade
shows stlongly in 1891-92 in owr favour, and
. I believe ‘it-will be received by this - House

~, and by the country as an answer. to the oft-.

made and baseless assemon, that sthe trade

- ‘of ou1 country -is stunted- and retrograde.

Commg to- the home -products, the expmts

- of Canada of these during the last year, as

S compaled with 1892, show ‘the following re-

sults — =
D\Poms oF IIOML PRODUCIS

s
= | asox 1891
ty I’loduce of the Mine, ,7... $5,9006,471 -$.5,784,143
do . I‘1s11e1 fes . 9,675,398 | 9,715,401
’ do . . Forest.- ... 22,281,744 |+ 24,982,015
TFarm produets...... v 50 /08 134 | 89,634,599
Carried forwdrd ... . | 88,571,747 | 79,416,158

‘.

!

’I‘hjs Shows an.
mcreased trade - Wlth Great Bntain in

I -state,

C— o 1s0n 1891,
Brought forward. .. ... " 88,571,747 79 416, 1is -
‘Mandfactures........ .. .| 7,040,988 | . 629(‘ 249 .
Miscellaneous. ... .. .. bl 71,518 |. 45,337’
Total .ooeovrsn onn. \95,684,2'53. '85,75{7,744
$9,026,500 - .
115

”,.‘ " Iucrease .
. do pel cent.s. e

That is- a large increase in a - single year,

The increage in farm’ ploduc‘rs alone goes to .

prove the assertion we make, that the fm-
mers of this country are.yearly ploducmg
more and finding larger and remunerative

the world. Movre ‘we cannot expect. We are
in this wmld, in this age, united in a- gleat
commercial bond with the peoplés of other

countries, all.of us governed by thé common:
wants of the world, “and kept in close and - .
constant commumoatlon by means of the . S

teleglaph wire and rapid transit, so that the
world’s .want§ and the wo;ld’s\yleld are at
oncé -known- and the prices of great staples
fixed saccordingly.
eratlon, 'the increase .of -$21, 000 000 in the
expmts ‘of farm ploducts ‘alone, during the
past year, is a very "mtlfymg extension '1n
our tlade I wish to speak mnow.for a' mo-
ment abiout the d1ve1s1on of’ tlade, and there
is one point to’ which I wish to draw: the
attention of the House and the cmmtry with
regard to the tariff, and our farmers. Every—
one knows that about two or three years ago

the duties upon farm ploducts, bacon, ham, " ’

shoulders of beef, mutton, p01k and lard were

Ieauanged. At that time, it becamé patent .

to the coun’rry that lalge supplies. of these
articles -were - coming 'in from~ the - United

States and chsplacing farmers’ p1oducts in " .
this country, and the Government came to

the ‘help of the fzu'mels, at their request, and

- raised- the dutles upon these articles. What-

happened ?° 'Whereas in - 1890 33,000 ,000
pounds of hacon, beef, mutton, pork and lard
were brought in from' the. United, States and’

distributed in this malket the 1mp01tat10n ’
fell, in 1891, to 17,000,000, and in 1892 it Tell

to 13,000, 000 “and whereas in 1890 the value
of .the importation-was $1, 734,000, in 1891 it

fell to $973, 000, -and in 1892 to $723, 000. The |

following table shows the particulars :— -

T

’

‘| markets; and ‘in this respect, we c’m stand -
comparison. with the producers of ‘the rest of -

’l‘akmv that 1nto consid- - )

, -




Taports into Cn,mda, from the Umbed Sbntea for the Years ended 30th June, 1890, 1891 and 1892, of the
: following Articles :—

\

“ . * NE ¢ i !

- . X ‘ - | Decrense

———-‘— ’ 1890. ) 1891, 1892, from 1890,

, “Libs. Lbs. | ° Lbs. ~ Lbs.
Bacon, hans and shouldels ............ ool 4,344,200 2,564,044 1+ 1,008,068 3,336,132
LY O 6,427,993 , 2,698,305 2,235,987 4 192 006
\Iut;t;on T NN 246,363 6,322 | - 11 560 | ° 234 303
Pork,.. ......00 oLl e eeeteceer e iaaertans an 17,161,592 | 11,085,111 9, 492 965 7,GGb 627
Larde .o o e e e e 4,882,831 ) 988,999 ()91 246 4, 191, 5?5
Total.eo . ovvvnir, oo 33,002,979 17,342,731 18,439,826 19,62/3,153
VAt oo ot e e i | 81,729,403 ( SQGS,E’)GS $723,081 . $1,006,322

That is, the decrease from 1890 made a market
for. our own. farmers in this country by the
exclusion of those products from the United
States to the value of over $1,000,000. So
that you have to take this into account: that
not only did owr farmers increase their exports
by the amount I have named, but that they
Thad in the home market an increased sale to
the extent of over $1,000,000, required to
supply the cotmtry in place of the American
products, which were excluded from the
Unijted States, so that they obtained. an en-
larged market at home as well as an. ad-
ditional m‘uket ablo‘ld

Mr. MeNBILL:
01‘ protection.

That shows the advantage

Mr. FOSTER. As to the diversion of trade,

‘let me read to you the figures of 1891-92, with

reference to some products of Canada export-

~.ed to Great Britain, in order to make a com-

parison; IHorned cattle fell off nearly $1,000,-
000, owing to chcumstances well known.,
Leaving that out ‘of account, we find some
very encoumgmg itenmds, -Canadian cheese,
apples, and bacon have made their place,in
the British market. Canadian butter had
also made a place for itself, but not a very
enviable one ; hut under the operations of the
Dairy Commissioner and the dairy stations,
which have Deen established by the Gov-

ernment to stimulate the production of a

better_quali'ty. the quality of Canadian butter

‘bas been .raised ; it has been: put upon the|

market in uniform quality, stamiped as Cana-

_ dian butter, making its own way, and compar-

ing 1891 with 1802 we find that, whereas in
1891 only $440,060 worth of Canadian butter
was exported to Gveat Britain, last year

$S77 455 worth found a place for itself in the
British market, being an increase of 99 per
cent. The followmv table speaks for itself :

SrATEMENT of vmlues of the following articles, pro”

duce of Canada; exported. to Great Britain
during yéars 1891 and 1892, with percentage
of increase and deerease in cach article,

. X Bag| B4
] 18 1802 | g § g §
Yalue. | Valne. 5 g gé
Homed cattlo.| 8,426,396 | 7,450,618 | ...
[ Butter........|" 440,000 | 877,455 |...... 99
Cllee;e IR 0,481,373 | 11,593,690 [...... éZ
| Bacon ........ 589,599 | 1,089,060 | ... 84
Hams. ... .... 36,308 | .53,539 ...... "
Apples, g‘reen '
or 11pe ....... 1,235,247 | 1,405,527 | .. .. 14
Apples, dried..| 7,858 | 10,602 |..... a5
Truits, canned )
and preserved 9,500 23,679 [.... . 149
Barley.' ..... S 75,225 181,283,844 |..... 1,540
Oats.......... 5,054 | 1,075,485 |......|33,079
Poas, whole. . .| 1,180,747 | 2,332,307 |. ..| 62
“do _sphit...| - 45,601 80,781 1...... 96
Wheat. ....... 969,134 | 5,726,505 |... . | 490
do flowr....[ 851,912 1,110,365 [..... 30
Eggs....‘.‘...-.. 83,580 | 502,218 e £ 608
Hoses........ 156,254 214,785 . .. 37

By the way, if you look into the Trade Re-
ports you will find that the.price of eggs—

—_——— e -
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-that much abused article—exported to. the
British market is one cent and a fraction per
,"dozen highér' in valué than: those exported to
the’ Ameridan market. It'is well that these
figures - .should be noted and should be’ ‘spread
_ before the public, in order that they may see

the actual expansion and the' poss1b1lities of-

- ~the mzuket 1n G1eat Britain for .the’ products

7

Whlch they rtuse md L wish to give.also
this statement, showing the increase in three
of the great artmles of Canadinn export which

have had their reputation -made for- them, o

-and which have been consecutively and skil-
fully placed on the  Brltish malket—cheese.
cattle and apples and also .the exports of the'
great (thsion of our products HE

L

CO\IPARATIVF Statemcnt of ]]}4)01ts, produce of G‘tmda, for the Yems 1868, 1878 a,n(] 1892, -

o . k C o S Pm ceit | Per cent
.- v o C : o : I of - I - of
. . . Increase, | ncrea.se, .
\ - . 1868. 187§. ‘1892' C | asee | Tiisge
IV , : ) over 1868, over, 1878.: -
Ploduce of the mne......... e wee | 1,446,857,1 2,816,347 5,900,471 308 109
do. fisheries........ Lveennyee ous . 3 357,510, : 6 853 975 | 9,675,398 © 188 40
Sdo’ forest.o..oovvriniine oen Ve 18 262,170 | 19, 011;5 5| 22281744 | © 22| - 14
Ammwls and products........ ... Tl e G 893 167 11 019,857 .| . 28,594,850 . 8ld . 108
! Agricultural products....... [P e AR 12,871,055 18 008 764 1 22,118,284 T2, 23¢
Manufactmes et e PR . 1,572,546 4 127 755 7,040,988 | . 347 70 -
Cheess. S DR * 620,043 |7 3, 997,521. 11,662,412 | - .. 1,779 189 ..
‘Cattle. J T e 1,099,940 | 1,152,334 7, 748 949 605 572
Apples..../.... il Ll ETTIRTET TN + 87,333 *149,333 L1 444 883 | . 1,560 /867

7 [

o Trom Ontamo, Quebec and Nova Scotm only

This would keep up the tram and trend, of the|
thought I hdve been developmg of the gradual’
and steady . progress:of the country -in’ its
‘external .traﬂe,,‘and partlcularly,in its exports

,
’

L . THD AGIlAl‘ION AS TO TARIFF POLICY

"So much Wlth reference to the commerce of
the country. - I may not have succeeded in de-
veloplng much inteiest with the hon. gentlemen

-, oppos1te, or at least with some of them, in my

N

ﬁgm'atlve remarks but now I come. to the
tariff ; and ag I approach the tarlﬁ’ ‘T notice
that my hon. friends’ interest deepens. I
/wish to state a few things W1th reférence to
. the tariff and the tariff policy. . No man with
his, eyes open would think for ‘a moment
“of denymg the'fact that there is more or. less
agitation in the country with reference to the
tariff. and to trade conditlons. One person
Cowill notlce it flom one stand-point, another
from apother stand-point, "We may not all
take statesman-like- views but,” whatever

~ views we. take, this much is true, and. we

~admit it, that there is’ an agitation on this
matter, and that people are alive to the dis-
cussions ‘upon trade po]icies and to discussions
upon. tariffs, ’ and fo the  question what is to
be the «rmdmg pohcy now and for the future.

v

\

‘making the revéntie the prime consideration,

v

Cb Fruit,greens . oo - oy
) DII‘I‘ERENCL IN PRINCIPLE.
Several thmgs haye consplred to make the

,agltatlon upon the tanff in this: country possi‘

bly deeper’. to- day than it has been for 8.,
numbér of ' years,
.| me, to mention afew of these ?.

Will »the. House permit
“In the- firgt
place there is a dlfference in - view - on .the
questlon of punclple Whlch has exxsted ever
since we -have been a country, ‘which came to
a point of cleavage direct and sharp in 1878
between those who believe that a free trade
policy, out:and out is' tlie. proper policy for:
this country, let the révenue take care of

.

ttself, or take care of the revenue in whatever -

way you c¢ang those who be]ieved that a
tariff for revenue’ purposes with incidental
plotectlon ‘was the thing for this country,

Y

and distributing. it so.as inc1denta11y to pro-

tect the: mdustrles of the country, and the
third -class of people, who _believed that ‘for

Canada, ,under the conditlons then emsting,‘ ‘
and which have ‘existed since the principle of.
a sufficient and reasonable protection to, the

npscent industries of the country was to bhe -
followed first, and that revenue was to take
Those woere =

care of itself on that line. :
the three great sohools ‘of thought

A , .

We

Y]

':

vy
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do not expect that because in 1878 one
school of thought triumphed and concen-
trated its opinion in the tariff, but that
to a ,large extent they are nourished to-
day, as in. 1879, = Clanges there have
been. Men who belicved in free trade have
come to believe in protection. Maybe it has
happened that some who believed in protec-
tion have come to believe in free trade, or
"a revenué tariff with incidental protection, or
somethin" of that kind. But the differences
which existed then are® dlﬂel'enegs -which
exist now, and they contribute to the agita-
" tion and discussion of the: question at the

present time with a vivacity probably greater |-

than at former periods, from circumstances
which I shall mention afterwards. Then
again, there is an agitation evoked by dis-
satisfaction in regard to changes in the tariff
in respect to relativeé or absolute protection

which arise from various chcumstances, for,

lnstmce, in the differences in value that have
arisen from 1878 to thé present time. Whether
specific duties alone or specific and ad valorem
duties are placed upon these goods, the differ-
ences in value through a series of years
chan"e the amount and incidence of protec-
tion. Dlss:msfdemon has avisen also from
the fact of raw materials being in some cases
cheapened, and- in such cases the protection
which was fair when raw - materials were
higher -in price, becomes a little more than
fair when raw materials lower in price. Out
of all these reasons and others there might
arise discussion and thought and,” it may be,
dissatisfaction, even among persons who be-
lieve in a protective policy, but who are not
Dleased with,. the changes in the relative or
absolute scale of protection arising Imm ‘the
causes I have given,

TIE MWKINLEY B]LL

Then again, Sir, T am mclmed to thnlh
that the McKinley Bill has -done some-
thing towards sharpening this agitation
in the country. Necessarily it did so.
Hon. gentlemen opposite, before that Bill
was passed, prophesied that it would do so;
after it was passed, they declared that it did
S0, and I am not going to counter their de-
clarations In that respeet. Tor the MeKinley
- Bill, whether it was so intended by its fram-

ers or not, did this and did it very effectu-

ally ; it raised barrlers against certain Can-
“adian products, namely, farmers’ products,

and to that extent it intelfeled Wltll trade
and made necessary the diversion of trade,
and every . diversion of trade is followed '
necessarily by its train of dissatisfaction and
loss.
been made, the people will be more prosper-
ous, the markets will be more 1'emun'erative,

but none the less - every diversion of trade

from one channel to another causes dis-
satisfaction and loss 'to individuals. So
that I think the discussion lhas been sharp-

ened in reference to this matter on account .
-of the passage of the McKinley Bill;

TIE LATP U. 8. ELECTIONS.

It certam]y This been sh'u'pened by the re-
sults of the elections which took place not long
since in the United States of Ainerica, and
which have been magnified without svarrant,

which have been unduly magnified by leaders .

of the party opposite, into'a victory for freo
ftrade, pure and sxmp]e ; and statements have
been made. throu"hout the length and bleadth
of the country that, owing to that chanie, a

free-trade policy was to be inaugurated and
tlnt great benefits would come in celt'un
duectlons, and great changes would have to
be made in this country. That has set people
to thinking, tlnt has set people to agitating
and’ proposing, and that has added very
materially to the discussions and the talk that

is going on about this matter in the country -

to-day. Tor my own part, I differ with hon.,
gentlemen opposite, or on this side, who be-
lieve that the wings of free trade hiave been

spread for a flight during all future ages in -

the United States of America, by the election
of Mr. Cleveland. I cannot find it in the
previous recovds of the party, I cannot find it
in that latest concentration of the party doc-
trines upon tariff measures, the Mills Bill; - I .

cannot find it in that latest utterance of Ples-

ident Cleveland in his acceptance of the can-
didature ; I cannot find it In the thought, and
feeling and breath of the American people to-
day. I think the man who stands up in this
country and contributes his quota to the un-

rest, and dissatisfaction and discontent with

the present state of .things in this country,

by preaching to them that now this second

daughter of Bl-ltain has cntered into free
trade, and the next to follow will be the third
daughter of Britain, Canada—I cannot believe

that these men are doing the best, from a

statesman-like point of view, for this country

]
J
[

It may be, that after the diversion has,

,




. from certain abnormal causes,

N

and for the people of this- count1y However,

_ the fact is, that this’ has lent point-to the dis-

cussion-and thought about the tarlff and trade

: pollcles

'l‘IIL LOW PRICD OI‘ CEREALS

'l‘hen there is anothe1 thing wlneh must

be taken into account at the prescnt time, |

and: that 1s the unprecedently low price |-

“of cereals in the markets of the world

and dueetly upon that supervenes the -effort
of the demagogue, the effort of the unscrupu-
lous man, to make the people beheve that in

’some occult way all this is due to the miser-

able Government and the miserable policy

',.Wh1ch ‘for' the time béing, prevailed in this
' eounh’y Now, Sir, no sane man, standmg up

before a namber of ‘sane men, will venture
that argument. ’ Dvery one is: open, in. hig
calmer moods to ‘the opinion, to the convic-
tion of the truth that, if the prices of cereals
in the country are - low, they are low
and .that
'they are’ probably temporamly low. o :

THE PAR'[‘Y PROPAGA\IDA

'But ‘whatever may be’ the cause, the' fact

. of these low . prices of céreal products

throughout \the country .ot the present

. time, adds point and strength’to the -discus-
sion, and ls used to spread cthahsfacuon and’

discontent.” Of course an Opposltxon always

‘has open to itself to fake advantage. of all
- these thmrrs All things are fair .in: politws,

it is sa1d and I suppose any average paLty
would take advantage of all the ‘circumstances
that alose, and as they-arose,.to make senti-
ment agamst ‘their opponents and. in favour,

_.of themselves Angd,’ Su, of late and with
- .greater vlgour supervenmg on‘ these things,

has come an active pr opaganda in this country
and in the country a,longside of us, the end

~and aim of Which no, I will not put it that way

~—the resalt of which, whether it s the alm

or not, iy to make people unduly dlscontented-

and unduly unrestful. TIn this country every-

body achnowledges the geograplncal diffi-
_ cultws, its . great’ extent its sparse popula--
* tiom, its different races and cleeds, its -difter-

ent sections with their different distribution
of the resources with- wluch nature has en-
dowed them But I hope’ every man also re-

- covmzes—lf he does-not he ought to—that this
' ecuntlvy, if it is to remain 8 country, if it is to

’

Jof ta.xatmn.

become a great country, and to have perman- .
ence and durability imprinted upon if, -has

to learn the lesson, and learn it now, .and" ‘,
keep it learned that you cannot afford to -

appeal to the prejudicés, or the povelty, or
the wants of.-one section ag‘linst another ;
that you'cannot affoul to pander to the pre-

judices or .the hkes of one class to the detrt-.

ment of the whole. I ain here to-day- to state .
that I' misjudge the Canadian people, 1 do-
not read aright the’ spmt of the Cauadlan
people,.if, man for man, th1oughout this coun-

‘try, when they are f'tuly talked to and failly

reasoned mtn,»they will notflay down, -as a_
basis, that we. must * get along together
in “this countxy we do not ask that any

class shall go scot free of taxes and burdens, o
,whlle others pay an undne ploportlon we

do not ask that any sectlon shall Dbe hghtly
burdened while -other Sectlous are heavily
loaded ; but that class or section, Wherever

1it may "be, -must, proportionately to 1ts

strength, bear its just and equal portlon of )
the “buirdens thaf are necessary in oulu‘ “to
carry ‘on the affdirs of.this country, and to
give it permanence and durability. I thihk

" | it is an unfortunate thing that in ofder to gain

power, and in order to make a nomt fngalnst
their opponents, advantage is being taken of °
‘the plesent state of things ‘to preach a doc- 5
trine in this country whieh, if it is‘adhered
to, means disruption, and -ig . opposed to the :
only -policy which can .give. us- true
permanence and ~ true prosperity.  Sir,
I wish to otice i passing that these men
preach certain’doctrines, they go -before the
people w1th certain statements they go Dbe-
fore the people with lnfelences from' those
statements, some, of’ Whmh they d1aW,,and
some of which Lhey do' not d1 aw, but>all of
which they allow, and others which they"
force to' e drawn ; and I believe that there -

.are people who go out from the meetings

addressed by hon. gentlemen opposite with the
firm Dbelief that there is some way by-which
we can carry on all-our services in this coun-
try, by which we ‘can have perfect . free
trade, and will not have to pay a.dollar
Now, if hon. gentlemen 'oppo—
site ‘can define and point out -any means or
‘method by W]nch that can be,done, well and

good ; but, if not ‘the doctrine that ought"' ’
to be preached in every. 'school- house on
every platform, is, that there is no way to

build up a country in its publie Wolks, look-, :




ing after its public scrvices, giving it the im-
pwvemcnts‘ avhich the people need -in the
race of progress alongside.of other countries
‘to-day, no other. way t¢han by ’m\qtion, and
that if {he people will.not bear reasonable
burdens, .they, caunot éxpect to Dpromote
the building up and the improvement of the
country. I think the Canadian people are
sensible cnough and strong enough to accept
that doctring, and to work under the ims
pulse and in ithe spirit of Ul‘lL doctrine. So
that 1 think, having stated . these things, I
-~ have stated ivhat leads to the unvest,
' chss%hskactlon, the agitation upon the tariff
questlon, and I h‘we tried to state them
fully. . .
' ' /
PILE, POSTTION OF THE GOVERNMENT. .

‘We. do mnot say that the polcy e
adopted dn 1878, in the exact degree of
protection that was placed npon the coun-
try ‘ab that - thme must be unvarying, must
never be changed ; Dbut, out of all these
causes I have meumoned the feeling of un-
rest exists, and it reaches.this House of Par-
liament, and that feeling will be met by the
Government frankly, honestly and fairly. So
‘that the Government, while it wishes to
give due weight, and no more than due
weight, to any one of these causcs, aud to
any one:of thése complaints; while it ac-
knowledges their varying force, varymg in
proportion to their merit and their strength ;
although the Government does, not.intend
to be either frightened or forced into doing
‘sometliing which it does not believe to' be
right ; the Government takes its stand to-
day, and is willing to have it known every-
'wh‘ero. What it proposes to do will be
done after the most careful, and earnest,
and due consideration, not extended bheyond
a  reasomible period—and will / be that
avhich, .as a matter’ of {trade and tariff
“policy, is best for this couniry as a whole.
It proposes to do what is best for all classes
counted together, whilst giving due weight to
the imporiance of, and to the position of, cach
class, and varying the burdens accordingly, 1t
proposes to adopt a policy and to carry out
the particular lines of that policy, with due
regard and consideraiion as well to the in-
ernal conditions of Canada as to her position
amongst other cowmtrics of tlie workl under
the present condition of-trade and taviffs,
These ave the lines, and to what end ? Tt nay

N

the |

the stand-point of hon.

‘be asked, what does the Government propose

to do, for these are generalifies ? I grant that
these are geuera,hhes . It has been a dis-
cussion of generalitics, or of principles, if
you'like to denominate them as such. Then
the first question comes from my:, 11011./1'rie11d,

' ~ NOT FREE TRADE,

Will the Government adopt tree triwde ? My
ansyer to that is, no. I know I dlsappomt my
hon. friend in not taking up the pet idol and
dream: of his heart, the one idea which is the
bright star of his existence, towards which he
treads his devious way, sometimes in one
ccuntry, and sometimes in another, from plat-
form to platform, but always with that

* | bright pfu'txcnl‘u star in sight; now, I be-

Heve, only ﬁi‘Leeu years distant is this bright
panticular st‘n' of free trade, the 11*eest of free
trade. There are some considerations why
the Government does not propose to adopt free
trade. The first is the requivements of the
revenue. A stronger man than I am, a
deeper thinker than my hon. friend, a man in
mental power who toiwers among the best,
has stated ‘it, and from a less prejudiced
stand-point, perhaps, because he put it Lfrom
‘ gentlemen opposite,
and he has challenged any man to show how,
in this country, now, or for many years to
come, any scheme of free trade could be
adopted which could be woiked, and he ex-
pressed his conviction that the circumstances

of the country precluded 'its adoption, and pre-

cluded the direct taxation which must neces-
sarily follow upon its adoption. 'The require-
ments of the revenue prevent it ; $28,000,000,
outside of earnings, have to be raised in this
country for its cmrrent services. I invite hon.
gentlemen to come down to particmlars, and
to .show to this Iouse and the country
how they will effect savings in the different

items ol expenditure so as to reduce that

-amonnt by a very large sum., Small savings

can be made, small savings are being made,
but that the services of this comntry require
much, and are so important they cannot be
stopped, is a iruth with which everj* man is
conversant ; and the point Arises as to how
$20,000,000 can be raised for the services of
the country, $20,000,000 from Customs revenue
with free trade with all countries, or with any
great countyy in the world. But, Sir, outside
of that point, which is in passing, there

is another reason, why this country cannot




.radopt ﬁee trade at  the present tu.ne

“fn this- country large and varied- mterestsi
CAS vested capital of.

" Nobody. .denies that.

. Tt i3 on account of the mdustrla.l and general

developmenﬁ of the - resources of this coun-
try. Here we have under a system adopted
earlier than 1878 S0 far.as ineidental protec-|.

. tion is concerncd, in 1878 so far as absolute

and direct protection, is coneu"ned deve]oped

$358,000,000, employing 368, 000 hands, at o
yearly wage of $100,000,000 and a develop-

© . ment of the Wealth of the country to the
. value of. $980,000, 000 a.nnually—these are facts

" gtated in cold figures of the census,- taking
1891 and comparmg it with 1881. This de-

-velopment of” m(lustues has " gone on for
years, It has reached a certam point, it can-

.not be sacrificed ; neither has it reached that

point whele, ‘unaided, ‘it can yet stand the

competrtion of ., countries like Great Brifain’
. or the United States, with their, centurles of-

. wealth behind them, -with their great sklll
" - with their enormous markets, with their great
" production which_ finds & market in the world

in such large quantltles So that these have
to be taken into account. Have not. theme

, industries grown since 1878 ? The figures I
" have given show that they have. They have
,kept population m thls country—\

Some hon MDMBDRS Hear hezu

K

Inron'rs Raw I\IMLRIALS 18()9 187‘) AND" 1892 AND rmzch'Ae.r o INCRDASL

Mr I‘OSTDR I am glad that hon. gentle-
men. opposrte entertam that idea. Those in-

dustries have kept population in this country- .

which would otherwise have left it. They
are keeping to- day in this country ‘an inoreas- -

ing number of hands in employmént, and the

increased employment hag its benefit in the "'
way of wages, in the way of production, and ~
so is felt throughout the whole country. We' -
know from” observation that these m&ustlles, '
and tb’s development of our industries -has. ’ .
goné”on rapidly since 1878, T do not heed

fulther to ‘enlarge that idea. Let each hon,

s/

gentleman . ask his own’ observa’aon and ex-

perience, and let him contlash 1878 with to-

dgy, and see the varieties of artlcles-we ma.nu-\ N
facture to-day which were not manufactured’ -
by us then. that the proportion of zutlcles m' t

use in this country, now obtained from our
manufacturels, is much lalger H et him look

over the 'whole ﬁeld and take his own experi-

ence, and’ he will find, though in- some cases
thele havo been fallules, in some cases there
have been changes and’ v101ssrtudes, yet, on the

whole,"a great start has been made with re- . . - .

speet to the manufacturing industries of the

country, and a great start made in' develop- -
ing in that way the resources of the country..-

. Al .

‘| Do hon. gentlemen ask the history of the im- =~ ‘
perts .of raw matema.l? It is contamed in
‘ these ﬁgures - )

N . .. . K . -
: SR , [Pér cent|Per cenb .
y S I Tof. |oof -
. — , 1869. 879 ) 1sen | Pniesengosse |
) ‘-, , L C R over. | .over
‘ v - 1869. [ 1879, - -
Wool vvvveveeeiieins, 92,061,576 | - 4 976 758 | 1024086 | -305| 105
Cotton 1. 21,245,208 | 9720708 | 46,322)595:| 3,620 |- . 376
Hides - ... ............ 891,488 | . 1,202,890 1,837,102 | 108 | . - 53
Gutta percha, 90 536 183,214 730,657 707 448
Hemp.. \..uoonr e e T 199,179 877,989 v .| 840
_ Rawsugdr ., L , a1 6,914 |22 995,779 1343 121,781 | 104847 1,305
Lumbez :md tlmbel B ) 203 276 31, 78 ,094,635 438 106
Billec, L L P Do B 260,299 ro| 632

H Sugm below No.-9 cane ]uICO melado I I f Sugar below No 14 and‘melado. ~

rIi Tion. gentlemen want fmther mfor'ma- mvestments from $165,000,000 to &355 000 000\

11011, let them go to the' census. 1eturns Afor!an increase of 114 - per cent ; the number of -

the figures of indusirvies for 1881 and 1891, | employecs from. 254, 000 to 367,000, an in-

and learn from these that the number of | crease of 44 per cent _wages palid, from

estabhshments "have gone up ‘from 49 000 to | $59, 000, 000-in 1881 to $99, 000 000.in 1891, an -

75,000, an m(‘rease of 51 pe1 cent ; the capital increase - of 67 pe1 cent 5 raw ma’cerial from
9 . . i .
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$179,000,000 in 1881 to, $255,000,000 in 1891,
an increase of 42 per cént: .- Value of pro-
“duets from $309,000,000 in 1881 to $475,000,-
000 in 1891, an increase of 53 pe1 cent ; an

added value, according to the statistician, of

$83,000,000 per year in 1881, and of. $89,000,-

000 in 1891, added to the wealth of the-
country. These are t];e figures : .

CANADIAN INDUSTRIES PER CENSUS Rl“'l‘UIth ,

o

\

Nunlbm of - est'tbhslnnents. N e RO

Capital Investedh ... ..ovvvvvnn. ..
Nwnber of employces
Wages paid
Cost of raw material... .. ..
.-Value of ploducbs .

Addedwealth, 1871 1881 ........... PO
1881-1891. . i e

do

That is an additional proof that industries
have taken root, and lave grown and de-
, veloped, . and in so doing, have developed
also the ‘strength, and the richness, and the
reliability of this country upon itself. 'Bu’t,
sir, if more is vequired let him look a little
further ﬁt the increased home supply in
1892, as comp‘ued with 1878, and the great
" difference in the consuming “population of
this count1y——not S0 w1eat as my- hon. friend
would think well, but yet a large increase in
the consuming popuhtlon of the "country.
That large increase has all been supplied by

the home manufactures of this country; T

mean so far as ratio is concerned. Let him
ask himself’ as to the increased exports of
~manufactured goods, being an advance
of 70 per cent over 1878 and of 3847
per cent over 1868, and let him. ask
himself as to the decreased imports of
manufactured goods. Let him put all these
things togetlier, and he. will 'gain a
‘heightened and strengthened idea of what
the industries of this country have attained
in that time. Not only have the industries
- increased in themselves, but let us not forget
their collateral advantages. Hvery ton of ore
which is dug, every miill whose wheel re-
volves, every cotton spindle that tuins, every
branch of industry that works up raw ma-
terial brought in,  or raw material obtained
in this country, adds to the employment which
the country needs, adds to the earnings
of the country, and adds to the wealth of the
country, to be shared in by every sober; in-
telligent, and industrious class in the com-
munity from one end of the Dominion to the

R ' : Vaviation, *
. 1881 1891.
: ' Increase. | Por cent.
N ' \ ' R
] 49,928 .75, 768 25,845 51'8
165,302,628 |-353,836,817 | 185,534,194 114+
: 254,085 | - 364 S(m 112,930, [, 4443
- 59,429,002 | 99 7()2 441 | 40,333,439 67-86
179,918,593 "”5 9@3 219 | 76,004,626, 423
309,676,068 475 455 705 165,769, 637 B35
..... weenlenevel.. ..S83,000,000 per yefu
PR S‘)OOOOOO do

other. These - tlings lead. me to the conclu-
sion, and I think they will lead this House
and this country /to the conclusmn, that
we cannot adopt free trade, and' open 1up-
these industries—nurtured from 1878 to the
present time, I grant you, by a reasonable
and I hope a sufficient protection,—that we
cannot open up these, to the unlimited com-
petition of old manufacturing countries like
Great Britain and the United States of Amer-
ica, without sweeping away the larger pro-
portion of our industrial development, and.
reaping all the want, and loss, and misery
that will. acerue. And-after all what better
wotld we be off it we did this ? We .would
not be so well off, because some time, sooner
or later, if Canada is ever to be a great
country, and'it is, it would come to the con-
clusion again that we would have once more
to" reverse our policy, and ‘that we Woul'd‘
have. to develop our own industries and re-
sources. No country in this world at the

‘present time can be great on one branch of

work alone, and this ‘country of ours, taking
its resources and capabilities into account,
would be guilty of the height of madness; if
it left everything' to the pursuit of agri-
culture and the mnatwral products, so
to spealk, and did not strive to be a manu-
facturing country, - giving employment to its
own people, and working up its own resources
as well.  The position of the Government is
clear upon that. Will my hon. friend make
his position equally clear ? I have read his
Hamilton speech and his Toronto speeeh, and
for the life of me I do not know where ho
stands to-day, and there are hundreds of




“to it-gradually. .
" Is in favour of um'estucted reciprocity with

[ 'fiiend’s speeches-and disseet them.
" what I invite him to do now, as I invited ‘him
" to do two yeals ago, is': that he should-come
. out of the bush and into the open and tell” us
Just where he stands :

C reo1ploo1ty H

., that. - Why ?
' cussed it and has glven its verdict upon it m'
-the general election with ity eyes half opén,
. -and In thé by-electlons when it satw straight
- ahead , on. this  question, '

".t/lns further. -

v

thousands of people in this. country ds well

“who cannot put their finger upon the trade
" policy of my hon: friend opposite and tell

what it means. - At oue time le is all free
trade ; let the taxes take’ care -of themselves,

At another time he' says @ We must go slowly,

free trade is-in the distance, and we will come
‘While at another time he

the United States, and discriminations against

. the rest of the world ; the very antithesis “of
. free trade.
. these itatements ? Theé hon, genﬂeman had
" some guiet fun the other’day at the speeches-
- of Ministers, and when this House is in a:
: 1e1su1e moment, and, When I get more

“What are we to judge from all

nme, T propose to take. a few of my' hon
- But, Sir,

, -

NOT UNR]"S’].RICTED RECIPROCI’lY

We]l S11 the Government ha,s an equa]ly )

stla.lght a,nd equa]ly "frank posmon to
take -upon . thé . questlon of "unrestricted
but ‘I - am not - going  to
take - up the time- of -this House discussing
‘Because the country hag dis-

‘Unrestricted re-
ciprocity is a policy. whicli, mvolvmg asit does,

“-discrimination against Great Britain, revolts
.+ the loyal feelmé; of, the people; involving.
. as it" does free trade with the United
"' States in- manifactured artieles, as ‘well ‘ag
Jin theé products of the soil; strikes a blow at

" the manufacturing and industrial life of. this

" .country, and is repudiated by that class of
the people.

T is a pohoy which strikes -
blow at the autonomy ‘and self-lespeot of our

- ‘,.people in that it inevitably hands over the
- 'autonomy and’ the tariff and fiscal legislation
* of this country to a foreign, a superipr and a
‘istronger power ; and whether -my hon.. fuend

seasons it _with mdependence or not-I care

» not.” Independence; or, not,. that policy - ad-
opted and that policy oamed out, means the

extinction of , Oanada’s separate,, individual

)hfe, and the destruotxon of ‘her asplm‘mons,

after” autonomy and’ nationahty ) I carry
-The people have condemned

- - 7

it ; they have -thrown it out’the back doot,

policy, out <of the same back' door.
in Canada . to-day,
come, will that kind of policy, pure ‘and

" Not

51mp1e, when the people’ thmk it over dnd" .’
get to the bottom .of it, command the support -
-of a majority-of the people of this country, or.

that flag ever be wafted to success ; but,. Sir,
if theré is- anythmg hke honomable 1eolp10-

city, anything hke a 1eolp1001ty with’ mutual '
Jadvantages, and which can be hought by not -
-paying too dearly from the life blood and in-
‘dustrial blood of this country, l’f there is any. -
'I‘BCIDIOClty of’ that Xkind, "this’ Government

stands committed to take it,-and to strive to
gét it. Sir, this Government does not stand
to take. that in Whlch there is no honom, 1n

which there is not a fair and mutual adva,n- B

tage, and in- which it must pay for What it

-

ABOUT PREI‘ERE\ILIAL 'lRADD

We]l Su fthele is anothel idea plomulgarted

and that is the pet idea, I was going to say, of
my" hon friend from North Briuce (Mr. Mee
Nelll)-p1eferent1a1 tmde 3
of many ; other- gentlemen bes1des—~an idea.
Whlch howeveL much it may be Iaughed.

which, 'in" its intrinsie worth and in. the in-.
credsing- favour and fervour of aoceptanoe'
which it is meetmg at the hands of thinkers
and workers, ought: not to be’ Iaughed at,

which cannot be scouted, which has mueli to ;

commend it. Hven though itbenot a plesent
pOSSIblhty, even, thouvh it be, yezus in the
future, it is 'an idea Whlch has its glou.ud-
work iu a thoudht “wider than' self or the

selfish mtelest of any one country: It is an °

idea, Wlnoh in its scope lifts one, which gives

nor in dny year to .

-and: the pet idea -

and théy will ‘throw every pohtlolan who, -
stakes himself before the country on: that

N

.| gets by the extinction of the oountrys name =
and mdependence C - R

‘at by “hon. .gentlemen opposite, is- ‘an:idea .

one an Ldea of TImperial potenoy and’ dura-. .

bility and strerigth, which is a "ood leaven to,
throw into the lower political life of any coun-

try—an idea ‘of continents and. islands span- - .
ning the glohe, with climate and moduotions, -

and resources of infinite vauety, swith greftt,

‘mental capacity and endowment, Wlth all .
instrumentalities of ‘a  great. trade

the
ready to hand, and w1th a COIIIIIIG].CIB.l fleet
that. fills every sea. - I say to . you, . Mr,

Speaker, that that 1dea, if it could bé re-’
alized, Would be the finest, the. hlghest and
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feasible.

\

- the noblest thing that has been concentrated
into political or public action since.the world
had a beginping. I am not going to say that

"it-is a present possibility, but I am going to.
say. that it is so potent an idea that it is well
for Canada and well for-every British coun-
try to hold the strongest vantage position for

7its possible adoption; and we do not know how
soon changes in public opinion may bring
nearer to a reality that which to many seems
to-day but a dream and a vision. This Par’
Lament has pledged itself on preferential

 free trade. I believe other colonies of the

Empire will view it favourably and will slso
pledge themselves upon-it. , I'know that an

* increasing number of thinkers and® workers

in Great Britain are favourable to that idea
in the abstract, and -many of them in the,
concrete, as well ; and I know, too, ‘that it
has to meet the prejudice of a half-century
" of economic teaching, especially among -the
-masses of the people in the old_country, who,
have been nurtured and grown up in that
teaching. As I said beforq, if it is not a
" present possibility, it is yet well for us to
keep ourselves in a vantage. position, where
we may do our part to adopt i, if it becomes
So much with reference to that

"WIIAT TIHEN ?

Now, -Sir, after all this, the question comes,
What then ? Theie is only one thing left.
My course of reasoning has brought hon. gen-
tlemen along that line ; and the one thing that
is left, in the opinion of the Government, is
that which the Government -proposes to do.
It proposes, in the first place, then, to keep
the old landmarks in sight. There has been
nmuch talk about the old flag and. the old
‘policy. I will, at this time, for the sake of
variety, give the remark a different turn.
I will say that I believe, and the Government
believes, that it~is in the interest of this
country, that we should not lose sight of the
old landmarks which we set up in 1878, and
which have remained ever Since. I am not
going further to state what has been done by
+this policy' in its principle and in its applica-
tion, faulty though in some respects that ap-

- plication may have been—yes, must have

been, because it was administered by human
means. But I am going to say this, that
that is the line by which we have marched’
up to our present prosperity, and that it is

with the idea of keeping these landmarks

in sight that we propose to take the next
step in the interest of this country. But my
hon. friend says to-me: The United States
is going to have free trade in a few months,
possibly. Suppose that were so—I do not
believe it—but suppose it were so, My hon.
friend would have to ask and answer ap-
other question : How did the United States
attain to that position where it could throw.
its ports open and -defy the competition of
the world ? It came to that position by the
road, not simply of a reasonable protection al-
ways, but a protection which was oftentimes
move than réasonable, but which it would put
on, and which it kept on until it developed
ity immense iron resources, its immense re-

sources of every kind, and secured its Jac- ’
cumulation of skill and capital and powel,
and its market of nearly 70,000,000 people.

Tt marched up to that pointalong the pathway

of a strong and safe protection ; and the ax-
gument has not reaclied a conclusion when
my hon. friend is able to say: The United
States is going to have free trade next year,
and Canada must have free trade as well.”
We- have yet more to do-; we have yet ful-

ther progress to make ; we have yet further
to toil along the same line alon whlch from .

1878 to the present time, we have come to
the degree of prosperity and of development
which we have reached.

TIE NATIONAL POLICY A WIDE ONE,

My hon, friend had some criticism when
the  Premier, in a speech in Toronto, spoke
of the National Policy as- béing wider
than the taviff. It is wider than the
tariff ; we have always contended that
it was, The taviff, giving a reasonable
protection, was simply one part of the Na-
tional Policy, which was adopted by this
Government firmly and strongly and unitedly
in 1878, but which was had in view, in
part or in whole, long before 1878 by
the chiefs and leaders of the party who put
it in full operation in 1879. What was that
National Policy to do for: Canada ? It was
to araalgamate and weld together the differ-
ent scattered territories of this country. That
was one branch. It was to open these to
settlement, and to-trangport on easy and
quick terms. That was another branch of it.-
It was to build up the young industries of

‘this country in order that the development

of its resources might take place, in order




that thlS country- might become, to 4 certaln
extent a manuf;actumng country, self-reliant,
giving employment in large part, to its own
people. - This was also a_component part of
. the National Policy. And this National
Policy, drawn on, these hnes,‘ was ‘what the
Government of this country placed itself upon
' in"1878, dnd it is that which it stands on to-
day, althouigh in palt what was to be done
at that time has been very la1ge1y done,
" @Specially as- to the amalgamation of our terri-
torles. and the opening up of our means and
facilities for transport. We beheve(l, in 1878,
~» . that a reasonable’ plotectlon upon. industries
" which could fairly have a.chance to plant and
- develop themselves in this countly, wag the
only means by which to lift the country ‘ot
“of the. condition it.was in in 1878—and we
. ought never to forget that comhtlon and, -on
. account of that policy, gr eat strides have been
: ,ma(le along the.lines I have referred to..

CA RDASO\TABLE PROTL‘C’HON TO BE KEPT

So that the Government ploposes—and 1t
takes the people into full confidence—not to

~ abandon the plinciple of fair and reasonable
protection’ to . the industries of this coun-

- try.. Now,’ as I said Abefore_,_, the Govern-
ment takes its stand on the' ground

. that . all " classes Should bear proportion-
. ately equal burdens; and if, in the course
"+ ‘of the investigation “which. is now taking place,
and which will be continued for some fur-

_ ther time, it is found that burdens press
i unduly on any -class. or sectlon of ‘the
country, - it will. be the bounden duty
“of this Govemment to remedy that,
~and, if possible, equahze those burdens. Xt

in the course of that’ investigation whichl is

" ‘now going on, and ‘'which will' be continued
- for some short. time yet before a conclusion
- s reached, it be found that plotection has

. been given. to some industries which have
.- .no prospect at ‘all of ever’ becoming fairly
‘rooted in this country, it Wlll become a ques-
'(tlon with this Government, whether or not
it is not best to drop hot-house protection

and give simply the veasonable and stfficlent |

-, protection which is neeessary in order to es-
’ (abhsh ‘industries which, when established,
will give some assurance of Permanency and
- gontinued plospenty ‘These, - then,, aré’ the
-present-lines. To lighten the scale of tax-
" ation, in so far as possible, and in doing” that,

we must- make up our mmds 10,- piue down,

ag.-far as we possibly can, all expenditures -

that are not absolutely necessary for the ser-

vice of -this country ; to refuse expenditure -

on' works which it would not be proper for
a, wise and economical Government to set on.-
foot and -continue in the country 1o, :as far
as possﬂale, adapt the seale of protection to

‘legitimate- industries and to what is reason-

ably. necessary . in order to establish and - -pro--
tect thom to use. the raw material of the
country, in so far as it can be uged, -and' to
extend the freé list as far as possﬂ)le, -COn-
sistent with the revenue requn ements of the
country, in order to bring about this lessened .

taxation and this lessened scalo. of proteotlon =

which, lessened and equalized .in that way,
may be just as, cffectlve, and more eﬁectlve
after the change has been made, th;m it was
before ,

AN INVDSTIGATION T0 BE MADD

Whafc I w'mt to state is thls, that mformafhon
has beén gathered by the Government, par-
tlcularly by myself, during the past year, and’
that informotion will be gathered during the
commg season ; “that the Minister of, Trade and -

Commerce and myself, with the . two level- .}'.
headed business men who control the ‘Customs ‘
and the Inland Revenue, propose during the .
‘coming 'year not ‘only to listen to the com: .

plaints and the pléas.of people who come to .

"Ottawa to see us, but we' - propose to supple- .
nent that by a pelsonal inspection and mvestl-
‘gation of the various mdustnes of the country. )
‘We propose to go further. We propose that it
shall not be said that only one class ha,s the

car of the Govemment but that every class,

tuung, the ploducmg, or any cluss, slmll have

|-abundant oppmtumty to make out its case .

before the Government or some membm of
the Government and to .have its plea

and its grievances 'talen' into consider- -

ation, and that the action of the Govelnment
shall be  based upon the concluswns thus
aulve(l at N

: 'l‘HE ATARII‘I‘ PO’ i3E REVISED.

N

During the next session of Palliament We

.'pl opose to be I'eady, when Parliament opens

or shortly thereafter, to bring down .o~ taTiff

for’ this country revised on those lines, which -
:shall not—and 1 Wanb to ‘make that plain, so

- . . s

~

‘the agricultural, the artisan, the manufac- ,




- . combines and monopoliés, and thus making

Y
O

i

that mno feeling ~of panic may take
place in the country—which shall .not de-
stroy .and injure industries which are in this
country to-day and which need reasonable
protection in order to keep them up, but it
" will not assuredly, on the other side, give a
measure of protectlon to any industry which
will glve it.thé¢' opportunity of taking unduly
from the pockets of the people by cxeatmg

itself a bmden instead of a, benefit to the
countly "So much with reference to the
“future policy of the Govemment We mtend
‘to be plainly and frankly u.ndelstood. In
that view, we ask ‘our fl;ends in the House
tq assist usg 'in’ our investigation, by spread-
. ing the infermation broadcast, that every per-
son can have access to the Government and
can lay his plea before‘them, and that, having
the benefit of their collective wisdom, we may
arrive at a conclusion which ‘shall einbody
the best for the country under its  present
~ circumstances and the best for the country

‘in its immediate future. Certain things have
] “be'en_ very strongly pressed upon us. :Ge}'t,a'iu

things have .especially been urged with refer-

ence to their immediate remedy. Livery per-
‘son who undertakes the revision of the taritf,

especnlly of a tariff framed on a protective
’ puncmle, will very soon find out how,
wherever he attempts to touch -one single
branch of industry in order to its relief aund
help, he immediately comes against the wires
of other industries.

Some hon. MEMBERS, Hear, hear.

Mr. F'OSTER. - There is no doubt of it.
We do not for a moment wish to leave that
out of comsideration. It is true, and it is a
truth which prompts us to make haste slowly
and to thomughly consider all industries-
before we venture a conclusion and
adopt a policy with reference to particular
industries. So that, therefore, carveful re-
‘vision 'is necessary, and many pleas, fair‘in
themselves, have had to be shut out this
year. We ask these people to wait the con-
clusion of the coming summer, and of the
general revision which is to take place, when
they will find their grievances, if they are
just, remedied, and their complaints, if meri
torious, as fully and fairly met as the Gov-
ernment can meet them. But there are two
or three things of which I specially desire to

speak, and which I would not WlSh to go over
tlns session. o '

'
.

TIHE EXPORT DUTY ON LOGS.

" A strong plea has  been made with
reference to the export duty om logs. Ilon. )
gentlemen ‘who 'live in the sections which,
I may say, are most closely affected . by
that business, understand its acute nature,
and all hon. gentlemen who Lave studied the
course of the Iumber resources, and interests
of our country, and who desire to see these
lumber resources conserved, as far ag they
reasonably ean be, have had their attention
drawn to this m‘ltter as-well. The facts of
the, case are to-day that a most wasteful, and,’
I believe, entirely unnecessary ‘drain is being =
made on the timber resources of this country
under present conditions. I know it is a most
difficult matter to decide just how much of
the dinin should take place, and, when you
hav(a decided that, it is still move difficult to
so regulate ‘it that it will keep. within those
bounds ; but, over and above those difficulties
there comes the strong warning that Oan- -
adian hunber resourees, which should last us.
for centuries, are in danger of being prema-
turely e\hausted, and it is well that this -
matter should undergo most serious and calm
GOI]SIdGl{Ith]l, utterly removed from partizan-
ship and trade reprisals, or the hke, upon its
own broad and sufficient basis.” And I wish
to state here that, dm-ing the coming smmmer,
the Government will take steps, the steps
that are necessary and that are most fitting,
to gather all the information with respect to
these matters that it can, to submit to the
House at its next session. And I desire also
to ‘state, so far as the Government is con-
cerned, should this investigation lead it to
take a certain course, it will not consider that
it is debarred from taking the course that is
shown to be imperatively necessary because
any persons have, last year or this year, on
the existing state of thmgs, bought limits or.
invested in timber lands in our country.  The -
supreme consideration must be our own forest
resources, and how to preserve them. I am
not saying what conclusion will be reached ;
I cannot say, because the full information Is
not before the Government or the House, bub
we mevely wish to enter the plea that, if the
revision -should be deemed necessary it will
not be considered by the Government to be




“of a Ganadlan,

'gomg into the merits of the' case.
“hon. gentlemen “who understand it. have

. merits’
 fairly

. ernment take with vegard to it.
" is a straight protection on oil of 73 cents per

N

: debarred by the fact that hmits have been

bought or purchases have been made on condi-

) tlons Whioh now emst

'lIIL DL'lY ON OILS

| A - strong. ag1tatlon has been blought
to the notice, of the Government ' with
reference to oils. We have heard that

. debated in this House Hon.. gent.lemen on
both sides of the House have taken divels

posxtlons with Lega1d to this duty No cool
reasonable man,, on either side, havmg thor-
oughly looked into it, can come to any other

concluslon than that it is a most difficult ques-§.
“We have to do justice to an industry | -
. .which has been, from 1868 partlcularly, the |-
_pet of Governments, s0. far ag pl‘OteCtIOIl 18

tion.

concerned “which enjoyed the ca1ess1ng care

-of the old: Govemment before 1873, the Lmdly

enc0u1agement of, the Government: from -1874
to 1879, and the -continued favour of the Gov-

'mnment from. 18:9 up to the pxesent ‘tlme

This 1ndust1'y, though I grant you that it ls

very: largely Jlocal, hag ‘a strength and power
in its’ plea Whlch .appeals to every sentiment
and Would‘ move . every.
Canadlan to go _']ust. as far as he could in'order
to save the wealth and p1ese1ve the 1ndust1y

' -'01\me peole, 1nchv1dually, who have carried

on that business and are carrying it on {to-day:

. Oz thé other side, there is the claim of the

consuniers, who demand that the oil shall be |
reduced in pmce, and. who ask that the pro-
tection whick’ is now given shall be either

. entirely removed or reduced. . Lam not going

to add to the discussion of that subJect by
After

spoken as they 'have in this House, the
ot that quesnon ‘ought to he
Swell unde1stood I am  simply
going - to say ' what position the Gov-
There’

imperial gallon, exactly equivalent to the 6

_cents per wine gallon’ which was upon . it
_before the present rate of 74 per imperial

gallon. was made. There is, outside of "that,
.4 condition imposed upon trade and trans-
poxt which has the effégt of protectlnfr that
industry, to a large extent, posslbly to the
extent of 2 cents or 3 cents per gallon, arising

- from the fact that transport is limited to

certain vessels and in certain dnectlons and

o that the 011 is subject to- inspectlon, of course. -

N

N -

'l‘lns is outside of the st1 alght plotectlon, and.,
what the Government ‘propose ‘to do, and .

they have thought over this matter very cave-

.| fully, “is to, propose to . this House that -the

transport shall be freed and that the straight
duty shall reimain for-the present as it is. In

that way, the abnofmal dnd hidden “pro- -

tection, so to speak, w1l1 be taken awdy and

transport will he left free to modern methods, .

‘and at the same time a lalge, I acknowledge
it, and, I hope, a suﬁic1ent DlOteCtIOII will- be
left to the mdustxy, enough to selve it Tor the
pxesent a1, least .

BINDINGV IWINES

questLon has been “pressad,
and “that
ThlS is complamed

One othe1
upon ‘the: Govexnment
duty on binder twme

of especially by “certain - sechons of the

countly, by the' farming class, almost as
a unit, That questlon has been, debated in this

ig' 'the’

‘House, a5 well," and I am not going into its '

merits, The plotectlou given to the mdustly

in the Umted States 1s, I think, about 75 cent, .
per pound, with, free raw mateual In tlns'

country the mateual is free ‘and the p10tec-
tion’ upon it at pLesent is 25 per cent.

A
d.lsadvantage from. which the manufactmels .
suffe1 in tlns countxy is in our later harvest

‘and the’ consequent fact that the smplus of: '

the United States Jbindey twme, known to be:

a surplus, being left over. aftel their crop is’
‘gathered, is still in time o come ‘into- “thig

country for use in ﬁb1ndmg our own crop.: It:
is not, therefore, the intention 'of the Gov-’

ernment to takeé. dway the duty on binding . -

twine entnely It is an industry in’this coun-
try;

‘it gives emplovment to seve1a1 hun-" -
dreds of people.: I have examined into the '
questmn, and, so -far as. I can see, it-is not a .

foreign monopoly, however strong and how- .
ever close may have’ been, or to a cextam o

extent is.at the present t1me, the relation

between’ the two.. But I am bound to state -

this, that, as every one knows; a monopoly =

exists on’ the ‘other side of the Hne.

Withstandmg the- chsadvantacres T have Te-

feued 1o, and what the Government T 0pOses E

to do. is, while granting relief to ‘the farmers
and. .to those who use binder twme, at
the same time to continue reasonable .pro-

~ The -~
industly is carried on 111 this countLy, not- .

tection to the manufactuvers. - I shall DLopose B

to the committee that from and after the pas-

sage of the resolut10n, the duty on bmderl
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twine be reduced from 25 per cent to 124
per cent.. There iy still oné othier question ;
that is the question of mining m‘tchmery
You will remember that three years ago we
exempted from duty for three years mining
machinery such as was not manufactured: in
Canada. The term expires in March of this
year. I propose to ask the House to extend
that puvﬂege on mining machinery for three
years lonﬂer In the revision for next year
we will take this matter up, and it .may be

-~hope, no more unfavourable- basis. M
Speaker, I thank you and.the House for
having listened so p:mently to these len"th-
ened remarks.

- TURSDAY, 28 FEBRUARY, 1893.

" Mr. FOSTER. An apology is ceLtfunly due
to. the House, qfte1 ten days of a long dis-
~cussion upon this tariff policy, for asking it
at this late period in the discussion to listen
a second. time ‘to miy remarks from myself,
-Howeyer, it becomes necessary that I should
say o few words, not only in reply to my
hon. friend- who has just sat down, but also
in reply to Several points which have been
raised by hon, gentlemen who have spoken
from the beginning of the debate until this
time. H'lppjly, I am not under obhgahon to
occupy the attention of this House at very

great length in that respect, for nelther the

cogency ‘nor. the novelty of the arguments
which have been addressed to the House by
hon: gentlemen opposite call for, in most cases,
any lengthy reply ; and I must also say that
most of those arguments have been. fully,
fairly and completely met, not only many
times before in this House, but during this
present debate by hon. gentlemen who sit
on’ thig side. ) NN

I8 I'' FREE TRADE ?

First, I wish to pay my 1'espécts for
a few moments to the hon. gentleman who
has just taken his seat. My hon. friend has
been going about the country sounding the
praises and trumpeting the coming triumph
of free trade. To-night his vaunted fl ee trado
with all ity breadth of vision and majesty of
thought has resolved itself into trade with
one country, to the exclusion, by restrictions.
of trade with every other in the world. Be-
fore his Toronto and Hamilton audiences

he bleathed the spirit of a wider atmos-
phere. Ho pointed to the battlefields of the

 United States, and he declared that thers

had been fouvht and won the second victory,
not for “freedom of trade” as he haltingly
telly us to‘night, but for “free trade™ and
vising. on: the height and expanding. on the
breadth of that glovious viclory for free trade
in-the United States, he unfolded the curtains -
of p1ophecy and declared that the third great

couritry in the world to ‘adopt free trade
. that it will be placed upon a different, but, I |

would be the Dominion of Canada, But to-
night, Sir, my lon. friend talks small, very °
small, indeed. His vision is blinded to the won-
derful. commerce of Great Britain, his vision
is 'blinded to the wonderful scope of a com-
mercial world beyond the seas in every other

country in the globe,. and he_is willing, for -

the sake of unvestricted free trade. with the
United States to raise a Chinese wall against .
Great Britain and every other country in the
world, Tor in all his long speech to-night has
lie used two paragraphs of argument in fa-
vour of free trade, and has not his whole
speech been- an apology for unrestricted
reciprocity, upon which he has already, met
significant defeat and-ipon which he will re-
celve significant defeat yet in the future?
The Lon, gentleman did_several things to-
night. ¥e was pleasant and sometimes witty, -
but at no time very forcetul in his remarks
o1 his arguments, if T am able to judge. He -
told a very good story about King James, but

he showed he did not properly appreciate

it, because he made the application wrongly.

ITe should have made the application to him-

self and his friends, who have brought up

these theories year after year, from commer-

cial union to continental free trade, and al-

though the people have not agreed with them,

although the people have rejected them,

although the -people have conclusively re-

solved against them by, their votes, yet hon,

gentlemen "opposite, like King James, . still .
declare that these exploded theories.are the

only true ones, and they still deploy them

before the public view again and again.

TIE EXODUS.

The hon. gentleman found fault with a new
law of gmvimﬁon, which, he said, I have dis-
covered, and he compared me to a second New-
ton. There must be, he says, according to my
doctrine, some centre of atiraction out inthe
west that draws people inevitably from




© the' east- towards the west.

. o)
. He, said
he . did - not believe ‘that “could be t1ue,

" because: the fact was that- the .. peo-
plé instead of going from east to west were

geing from mnorth to south, T would advise

my b_on, friend to take a map and look along ‘
_ the lines of parallels. of . latitude running

through Quebec, Ontario and New Brunsvvlck

and the Unitéd States/and he will find two-
“trends of emlﬂmtlo“/ or tlansfel, from this
* couniry and from the 'eastern states. He’

will fihd" a trend go;ng pxetty nearly due

" .west, along the: _same -’ zone, along pretty

nearly the same hnes of latitude; and he will

ﬁnd a trend going from n(nth to soutli so far
as ‘these T ovmces a1e concerned and to’

the United Stafes on, “the gsouth of us.” My
hon, ‘friend, -although he. treated this in a
light and alry way, and not at all, as I think,

‘accmdmg to the merits of thé subject, will
find, if he deals fairly -and honestly Avith it,
that these {rends are not fanciful, -but they-

are 1eal that he, cannot get 1id of them by

,‘ ridicule and by any- pletended law of gravi-
' -'t‘ition I haye discovered ox not dlsc'ovelea for
. .those two trénds are absolutely fixed by two

things,—land - hungel, which takes _peo-
'ple to the .great prairies “of the west, and
7employment hunger, which takes them to the
-crowded factory tovns to the:south of us, If'
there are 1,000 people who go from Ganada'.
-to" the west, 999 “of them go from land hun-

ger; ‘and if there are- 1, 000 who'go from Can—

K ada to ‘the factmy towns to the south, 999 g0
© - for. employment -to’ towns, where 1ndust11os

hum, ‘and where the wheels of the factories
1esound flom day to day. My hon. friend

may make fun of my theory of glamtattion'
- so ‘long as he ‘pleases; these . are, I . thmk

common sense facts, which hé -and - other

People will have to face, and of Which most
. people will admit ‘the force and cogency. at
.once.. If that be true, he. must not ridicule
me because I have explained the movement

of :population upon these two principles,
upon those two sets of facts. I think he.will

- find them to be true, and the two' lessons 1
gather from them are, that Canada lost in‘the
" early migration, because she had not a-great

west of her own: where people could ‘appease
their land hunger ; and that if she loses.her
population in ‘the other ‘direction tod.ay, it

is because we have not had, and have not |

suﬁiment factories and industries in order
to give employment to the people who hunger

for Aemployment So much with regard to

that polnt. -The ‘hon.’ gentleman, however,
hasg found a solenhﬁo and I)hllOSOI)thﬂ.l rea-

son, ‘and it s this: People .do not" go. west
Dbecause they hunger for land, nor do -they
80 south because of want of employment in
the cotton mills and factones as ' 8o
many of - his own - countrymen -do. -
Oh no, there is another reason': “They go
west ,and they 80 south, for 'this, and thlS
alone, that in this country they’ are sadly

opplessed and they fly south and they fly.
west to the land of freedoni; where thére are’

no buldens, and where all” conditions are
light and happy and peaceful Now, _

that may satlsfy my -“hon." friend, and
he- may plefel that, to - my science of
gravitation, but I _doubt if theréd = are

many sensible . men Who W111 ‘agree with = |
him “in that- explanation.

oppleésed hele ! In what. way ? . By taxes ?
Why, the hon, gentleman exploded his own'
theory, because he. proved to his own satis-:

Taction, and he must have proved it to the’
infinite discomfiture of my hon. friend from.

North Norfo]k (Mr. Challton), antl my hon.

friend from South Oxford (Sir‘Richard Cart: =

wnght) ; he proved that- the farmers in the

United States of Americ‘l, ‘that the’ people of -

the United States excopt the manufacturers,
were ground- down into . dust. and . aghes
by . the - ﬁscal policy of that country

‘.Opplessed here beeause a moderate 30 per } "
cent.tariff is Wpon: them-; and they fly away.

where they can feel the lighter weight of a. 60
per eent tariff ! Oppressed here, Whue their

direct’ taxes are light;, and’ go1ng there Where )

they.can have a lightel burden of three or f0111

times the amount of direct ta‘{&tIOD upox - -

them |’ Whv, my. -hon, friend must. have

taken leave of seriousness when he advanced -

an algument of that kind, Well,. Sir, -1f he .
did not prove that this was. true,. to, his own
satisfaction, he- ev1dently did prove fto- hlS
own’ satisfaction that he told a witty antt
fanciful story, when he’ blought in that

:pelsonage of old, who took up his " time m

counting 967 widows, and’ one doubtful one.
‘What that may have had to do with the sub--

ject before us I. cannot say, but I am bound S

to- assert this: That if that solitaiy ‘watcher

had been my Lion, friend who has Just sat
‘down, he would' not have let that doubtml '

woman. go unt11 he had found out her exact
status, .., . S

,o.

The people are- '




THE‘CENSUS FIGURES' ON. IVDUSTRIDS

The. hon gentleman hes1tates to" beheve
certain figures of the- census, He s

an eclecmc, is my hon. friend.” He takes up-

" the Holy Bible, aud he takes out one part or
the doctrine and he says : ‘That suits me; I
beheve in the, divinity and mspu-ntlon of the
Scriptures. IIe turns over’
Ab, this does not suit him, and he says : T do
not believe in the divinity or inspiration of the
Scriptures. He takes up the census retums
and as he chants his doletul dirges about the
exodus, and proves them from the census, ah
then the census is dlvmely inspired, and it is
authoritatively correct. There can, be no
doubt about its accuracy at all then, . but
when -he comes to the industries, compiled
under the very sitme~1'i11es, by the very same
set of people, p'ublished‘ in the same printing
office, and under the auspices of- the same
Government, he declares that it'is full of
wickedness, and all hypocrisy, and he will not
believe it at all. But my hon. friend can-
not do that. As with the National Policy,
_ which he talks about so often, and which ne
. and his followers Say must stand ag a wioie
or go down as a whole, so it is with the
census. It muststand as a whole or go down
. as a whole, and my hon, friend, according to
the arguments which he uses, cannot simply
talkke what suits him and leave what does
not. suit him. Well, Sir, the hon. genue

man says that we may lhave—the census
states that we had—an {nerease of $92,000,-
000 i the ecapital of industrial establish-
ments ; but he says we do not know how
much was watered’ stock, we do not know
-how mueh had been sunk before. I suppose
if he looks back to 1881 he can make twe
same remarks with regard to the census or
. that year. Standing up in 1881, and looking at
the increased figure of thie amount of invest:
' ment in these industries', he conld have said
then : You do not know whether that is righit
or unot, a good deal of that represents watered
stock ; it does not show what has been sunk
before. Well, I think these things would
probably be about even. If they hold in the
case of the year 1891, they must hold with
reference to the census of 1881, and, after all,
the average deduction would be about farr.

FARMERS AND FARM VALUES,

But the hon. gentleman lias a wonderful
theory. I think he must have learned it from

another -lear. |

my hon. .friend from South Oxford (Sir
Richard Cartwright), who has lgttely picked
up some wonderful phrases : Displacement of
wealth is not the creation of wealth. I will
come to that a little later. My hon. friend’s
theory is: That though there may be an
increase in theé industrial establishments,
there has been a wondelful decrease in the
value of farmers’ lands. Fle says it is 25 per
cent, ‘taking it all through, and to his own
satisfaction he states that there is a decrease

‘of $125,000,000 in the gross. He proves him-

self as observant and as particular in that re-
spect as did the lohe watcher for-these 967
mdows ‘He declares that the farmers have
lost $125,000, 000 ‘which more -than over-
balances this gain of 2@&2,000 000 for the manu-
facturers, Well, let nie ask: Have the
farmers’ values decreased because the cofton
mills and the sugar refineries, and the iron
foundvies, and other industries’ have been
puilt up, have carried on certain establish-

‘ments, paid certain wages, and thereby pro-

vided a msuket for the farmers’ products, and
added to ‘his returns ? Is that the reason ?

In - other words, would the _farniers’ value
In. lands ' have advanced, or have been
kept from ‘"this depreciation, if there

had bcen no cotton mills and no iron
foundries in this country ?° I think not.
I think that you will find thatin every
town where there is an enterprising .com-
munity they are anxious for the establish-
meént of industries within the precincts of
that town, and a town or city is alive to-day
évery time that a certain industry is looking
for a location. They give bonuses in order
to get that industry within their limits, -
Why ? Because they feel that if industries
come, and cqpitnl builds them up, men and
women are employed, and theleby the mar-
Kets of the surrounding countly are helpea
by the extra demand for the procucts of the

soil.  So, Mr. Speaker, I think that my
hon. friend has committed a - perfecy
non sequitur in that case. $92,000,000

advance ip the industrial capital invested; ..

$125,000,000, as he says, depreciation in farm
values, and the one, he tells us, is the con-
sequence of the other. Sir,if heis correct in
what lie says with reference to the $125,000,-
000 depression, had we had no indusiries in
this country, that $125,000,000 might have
been $200,000,000. But, Sir, my hon. friena
saw the weakness of his argument, and as ne
attempted to prove that this depression in




~of dep1ess1ons ‘the -most . urhappy sxtuatxlon_
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" farm values came from a protective tariff, so

--he Iogma]ly was oblxged to go on to show
. that the samle thing took place in the United
btates That was a hard and cruel task for

" my hon. friend. ' Wheére were his bowels of
mercy ? Bven ‘at that . véry moment; he
. looked straight into the eyé of the hon. gen-
man from- North Norfolk (Mr.
~who, the other .day, took hours to" prove

Charlton)

that the 'farmers of the United States
Wele iprosperous to a maximum, and that
. their lot was as happy and as peflceful as 1t
could be. “Here .comes -on, my iconoclast
friend to-night, and, without ‘a shred of p1ty,

N ‘without. a single impulse of sympathy,. lie

knocks to pieces the house which my hon.
fuend ‘had. - erected;” ‘and declares that’ in

' the Uhited States of America the’ falmels’

* 1ot i terrible. He 1ead ‘out the pictme, as

dark as Dlebus, darker-than the Shades, ana:

yet may I put this statement to my hon,

- friend ! ‘That any time this Jast four years,

at any time this last ﬁve years, while tng
vultiire of this ultm~protectlon in the United
. States way eating out the liver of the far mers,
while' that was the case, at any, nme within
- these five years, my hon. friend swould. ha,ve
led the farmers of-Canada into the vely sanie
condltions, and under, the . very same tariff.
My hon. friend cannot deny that " 'Well, -he
sany that there was another ﬂaw to'his argu-
ment,
declmed ‘his opponents yvould pomt‘. wheLe
farm lands have “depreciated. Now, there
is no ‘protection in Dngland, and he could not
nge that 1eglson for the deplecla,tmn ‘nhere
The seguence of his argument wouldlead him
inev1tab1y to this ¢ that if a lesser degree of
p1otection in Canada. destroys the farmers to
‘a certain - ettent and if @ lmger degreo of
p1otectlon i, the United States destroys them
“still more, where shall we find the pnradlse

in which- they do’ not suffer the same de:.
©opr ecuvtion ‘and destrucmon ‘but in which they

‘are prosperous and happy ? = Evideéntly
" In a free trade.country; and the hon ‘gentle-

- man should have been able to. point to the

ﬂnppy and prospelous lot of the’ fmmers of
Glewt Britain.  He-could not do it. " If the
fzu'mers in-the Umted Smtes ‘have.had. hard
times, harder than we, and if our farmers
~have had hard times, yet, if you want to find
thehardest of hard times, the most |depressed

of agucultme, you ﬂmve only to go to Gleat

“Then he cited England, to which - “he

|

that’ price. +That

. - = —
Britain, the home of free trade, .
friend had to find a reason why his argument’.
did not WOI.k dlhel e, and of all reasons he gave
one which I should havé supposed he would
have been most careful to stéer clear of. What
is his- mgument ? Land, he says, is- all mono-
polised in, Dngland -at least 1t 1séd to be’; the
noblemen have: got it ; the aristocrats have
made-deer parks of it ; ‘they will not allow the
land to go into cultwamon ‘and Wlmt should
be the effect ? ““That the Httle land that does
go into cultivation ought to rate at high
v'alues ‘That is.the inevitable result of his
argument but the hon. gentleman says ‘that
these anstocmts gobble up the land and hold
it for dee1 pmks and if a fwlmel has an acre
of free land or lind that he pays a 1ent for,
these ausbocmts carry their spiteful feehnv S0

far that they gumd him down with, taxation, )
“The. argument Wlll not WOlk. The hon. gen-

tleman showed how the 1enta] price of. land

‘n England has dummshed but if he will 1ede

more on that subJect if e will £o to Dngland
and’ fravel there, he will find that; to- day land -

But my hon,

/

t

L

owner after land owner offers. to teuants their /'

land® without  the rent of a sintrle penny if"

,t‘.]ley will only keep, it in 01de1 and take care
of - it, and pay ifs." t1thes, and - they can-

to t‘lke, it even at
is. 50; T, know it - to .
Well, Sir,’ it

not find farmers

be, tL'ue.

is d favourite‘
~metl1od of argument with hon. g.entlenien

opposite that when, they cannot find real men -, .

to 'knock down they W111 set, up straw men
to knock them down and S0 my hon: fuend
havmg foundeled on - the zuffument in 1egau]
to the farm values, glavely declared that the

Nalfonal Policy : ‘had for. its p10mote1s men

Who held forth  to the peodple, that the
National - Policy ‘would bring’ the price of °
wheat up to $1 50 per bushel, We]l Sir, . it
may be.that some. Ims"mded person ‘m an
exubemnce of enthusmsm on the stump in‘a’
moment of Weakness may have said it ‘would ;.
do this. Hon gentlemen opposnte have their
moments of weakness in that respect. | T my-

self have heard them make some most as-.
toun(hng pLophecles and promises, which have :

neve1 been, and cannot be, fulfilled ; but T am”
not going to say that because some few of
them .failed in that direction the whole'
party - propaganda must _absolutely rest on
‘fall upon, the fulfilment of those prophecies.

Nelther is it fair for my hon. friend to’say, .
and he cannot put it forward seriously, that, ;

s

!

b
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“unrestricted reciprocity,
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because sp_mé person said that the, National
Policy would make wheat go up to $1.50 a
bushel, therefore, the National Policy, not

‘having done that, wheat not being at that

price now, the National Policy is a failure and
ought no :longer to be sustained.. - Now, he
declares openly, and he has done it often,

that no legislation can increase thé price of.

wheat or other cereals.; By the way, I mush
ask my hon. fuend to take particular care of
" his new adﬂlelent hns youngest recruit, the
hon. member for L’Islet I had the curiosity

“to read that hon. member's card, which he

issited to his constituency. He read it to us
Tere the other night, What is the first line
of it? The hon. gentleman pledges him-
self to have legislation introduced which shall

raise the value of the farmers' produets, and

he also pledges himself that the-hon. leader

+ of the Opposition will leave two or three

columns standing in thve temple of the National
Policy. Now, I want to ask my hon, friend
if he has had an understanding with the hon,
member for L'Idlet ? Did he veally agree
and authorize him to say he would introduce
legislation to raise the value of the farmers’
products ?  What are the colinng rbhwt he
is going to let stand in this temple of. pro-
tection 7 I will leave that between my hon.
I have no doubt that they will come
to an agreement before this session is over.

But, Sir, how would free trade, suppose we:

had it to- -day, increase, the pr ices ‘of the pro-
ducts of the farm ?  You say that rhh'e ‘price
of wheat is low fto-day—why ? Because the

.production of wleat in the world, measured

by the demand, is greater in proportion, and
consequently the price falls., Bring in free
trade, and what is it going to do? Blast a
certain portion of the wheat fields ; ‘malke the
quantity less, and thereby bnug ‘it closer
to the demand, and thus raise the price ?
That iy the only way it can be done. But
my hon. friend may have had a fear of that,

‘and so is not going to introduce free trade,

but only unrestrieted reciprocity.

TIHE FARMERS TAXTS.
In - that case I am ' afraid that the
hon. ~gentleman would only fall on
the horn of his own dilemma, for
he declares that -once protection is
introduced down goes the value of land,

while he promises the farmers that under
which means a

higher protection and greater

restriction

than we have now, the value of land. and
land products will. rise. Well, Sir, there
was a vein ‘running through "my hon.
friend’s remark which is not a new one. It
has been a sort of gospel on the pzu't' of" all .
hon, gentlemen opposite. They have, as my
hon. friend from Cliarlotte would say, * taken
a great cant towards Biddy.”. They -have
“taken o’ cant’ upon.the line of solicitude
for the farmer, and if there is one'thing that
they preach to-day it 'is the farmer’s de-
pressed ‘condition, and they propose to be
the only saviours of the farmer by means of .

‘the poliey which they desire to . bring in.

Now, Sir, my-hon. friend’ goes 'too far in his
statement with reference to the farmers. He
is too solicitous. '‘The Liberal-Conservative
party and the Liberal-Conservative Govern-
ment know the firmers' condition as well as
my hon. friend, and they do something for the.’
farmers, while hon. gentlemen opposite mere-
ly talk about them, declaring them to be de-
pressed, and pauperized, and drawing gorge-
ous plctures of what they would do for
them if they' were only in povwer
Is it true that the farmers, -as a class, are
oppressed by taxation ? It Is not true. Is
it true, as my hon. friend said to-mght that
the farmer pays taxes on all.that he eats,
on all that he wears and on all he consumes ?
What folly that is, and I will show you why.
The farmer requires wood to build his house’
and iy barn. TDoes he pay a single cent
of taxes on the wood. in this country whére
we have a surplus with which to supply thé
wants of other counirvies ? The -farmer
requires fuel to give him warmth a;fte1 he- -
has built his house, and, -in nine cases out of
ten, he uses the wood of the counhy as fuel.
He cuts his wood in the winter, and brings it
to his farm-yard, and keeps himself warm
with it. Does he pay any tax on that wood ?
He uses coal, and every ounce of anthracite
coal he uses, wlich is the coal most largely
used for fuel purposes, is free of taxation ;
and in great portions of this country, bitu-
minous coal lies at his very door, at first cost
or almost free, for his taking it at the mouth of
the pit. My hon. friend is wrong as regards
fuel, and he is also wrong as regards food. Itis
absurd that we should have to meet an ar-
gument of that kind. 'What our people eat
are the grains of this country, the best in the-
world, and of these we raise a surplus.
What they eat are the meats of Canada,




" . these, t00, we have a surplus,

i

the best and firmest in the world, and of
Our people
also consume our butter and cheese, and Can-
ada can make cheese. equal to' that of.the
- best cheese-ploducmg country in the world,

‘and butter equal to the best butter in the
_ world. The eggs of the patient hen, ‘s0
» much -derided by. my hon. friend, are meat
and food to-the farmer? and great quantities
_‘are consumed -by. the labouring men. IS
there any duty on those ? . So we might go
tlnough everything that the  farmer eats.
“‘What does he pay a tax upon in the’ matter
of food? He- pays a tax on his mustard
and allspxce and cinnamon and cloves and
things of that kind, and a few cents per quar

" ter would represent’the bulk of the duty he

pays upon. these, .as. far as his consumption
goes. He- pays -infinitésimal duues on sugm‘
. ihe raw sugars having been made free.; and,
- -under the state of tlungs which emst§ this
. Year, he pays: less for his sugar -than he
"~ would if’ we had no National Policy. We
“have taken the.farmer's food ; let us com-.
~ sider his drinks. .What drinks-he ought to
*drmk according to my opinion, are free ‘His
water 'tea and coffee are free. If he’ aemres
. to, drink anything stlonger—-whlch is op-
thn’Ll with” .himself—it ‘is” a luxury he
takes, and he has to pay for'it, and .we will
 have a tax on that'so long ag Cazada is a
'country _So my hon. friend must. 1ev1se his
) dictum, as far ag the food is concerned, The
- principal items of the farmer are the wood,
the brick or the stone he "uses in the con-

Lo 'strucmon of ms bmldings the fuel he uses, the

“food he consumes, and in all these .particu-
"lars, which are the main ‘items of his ne-
cessary’ expenditure, where is the country
- in"which the farmer has so bountiful a sup-
ply at his own dOOlS and at so sma:ll\
a cost? Go ‘a little further, and ~con-
| sider his clothjng There is . a .large
- pumber of farmers in'this country, whose
'oldmary clothing is'made of the wool shorn:

" from the sheep they themselves raise. The
‘fleeco is washed in the running b1ook taken.

t0 the nearest carding mill, and the yarn is
spun by his’ own wife, and woven on his, own
loom, or that of the factory near by,. and
the - p1oduct is made into garments for him-
self and- farmly Thele are thousands and

* hundreds of thousands of people in this coun-

" try who are thus clothed but my hon.
" friends- do not‘ seo thern, They are not/ in

A

touch with the farmer. They Tkeep alt theu'
eyes for the city people who ‘dress in broad-
cloth, They roam about the streets of the
large towns and villages, and sec only people
who are dressed.in tweeds. If they would

get in touch - with “the people, would use )

their eyes and go among the kamg classes,
and would visit . the bacl{ settl(,ments
they would find the gmy home-spun
coats and t1ouse1s made out of the- wool
shorn from the sheep the farmers themselves

‘Thave 1aised and the wool .of which - Was\ .
- 'Go- to’ your cot— .

carded in the settlement
tong, if you please, go to your woollens,| it
you, wish, and I make the assertion here

that the woollen and cotton staples, mostly ,"

used by our people as. clothmg, are, tahmg
quahty and price. togethe1 as 1easonnb1e in ~
price as they are in any country in the
world. . Taking" quality and price together,
these- goods, ‘which . are. ‘really serviceable for
wear—not clayed cottou, not shoddy wool-
lens or tweeds or the like—but, takmg them
for wear and quahty and price, you will get
them in/ Canada equal to any country .
in the 4w011d Taking all . things into con-
c'idemtlon, the i'(umer pays the minimum of
taxation’;
no country in the world. where" the” fznmer
pays less taxation than he does in “this’ coun
try -upon all those staple art1c1es which go -
mto the cousumptlon of h_lS dzuly life..’

< RDVENUL AND ’I‘AXA"ION

« We must look out as wcll fo1 these gentle-'
men when’ they tallk; of the load of - taxation.
TﬁX&thIl\ in this country is  of dlffelent
kmds Hon gentlemen . opposxte say ‘that’
&36 OOO 000 is- What ‘we, wrmg in . taxes -
from the pockets of the .poor people
of . Canada Wh'at a4  fraud. that  is
as an algument——calhng that  taxation’
and - makmg -the  people, who. lmow
no- bette1 m some cases Jbecause _they are
1ot learned in ﬁgmes, Dbelieve that a straight

tax of $86,000,000, is taken out' of them, ., .

That statement is not t1ue ot that amount
$10,000,000. is for hquo1s and tobacco, and
no man would get up in this Houge or, imy
other” Anglo- Saxon House of thament and
ask: that these articles should be. made free.
So long as a revenue is needed, a revenue.
W1ll be .raised upon them,- "They are not
necessanes, but luxuries, and the man_who
buys them buys them with the lmOWledge

‘and I say-to you that there is .

. \ -
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that he 1s p‘lymg into the revenue, and when
he does, itis a voluntary and not an involun-
tary tax., Then there are $8,500, 000 of
earnings in this comntry. iAre you taxed
-when you put a letter in the post office box
with a three-cent stamp on it, and get some

‘person to carry it 5,000 mjles for you?. I

think not ; I think you are getting yowr ser-
vice done, and paying very cheaply for it.
Are you taxed when you buy your ticket and
get on a railway, and aré whirled from Levis
to Halifax or St. John ? I think not, for you
* get the cheapest travelling on the Intercolon-
ial Railway that you can get anywhére. All
that goes into-these earnings. It is not tax-
ation, but payment for a cheap service a.nd a
to-

good service as Well .Add these
gether and . there are $18,000,000. Add
also thé acknowledged luxuries, $2,500,

000, and you have $20,000,000 of this
which is not necessary. taxation at all,
which -is ' either perfectly voluntary, or
simply a cheap payment for good service.
‘Now, that-should be told. I hold that lhe is
not a friend of his countly, t]mt he is an
enemy of his country, who will, by keeping
the. truth from, the people, raise discontenfc
in the minds of the people— )

Sir RICHARD OCARTWRIGLIT.
hear. ) o B
. Mr. TOSTER—and, if there Is any man
in this Idouse that ought to say * hear,
hear” when I mention that, it is the hon.
gentleman who sits-opposite me, the member
for South Oxford (Sir Richard Cartwright).
Tor, if there is any man in this House who
has roused so much discontent and has
driven so many people out of the country as
‘the hon. member for, South Oxford has by
" those ingenious diatribes.of his, I should like
to know yho he is. But, Sir, my hon. friend
‘has a brand new gospel ; he brought it out
© to-night.” Ile is going to have a new order of
things, a political millennimm—all to himself,
I am afraid. What does he say ? The leader
of a party, spedaking in Opposition, rises
in his place and in a loud voice and in a
- tone that can be heard from C'Lpe Breton to
British Columbia, proclaims the new evangel,
Whatisit ? “ Taxationis an evil which never
produces prosperity ; it is an abridgment of
" every good citizen's rights.” Now, my hon.
friend’s duty is plain. e is the leader of a
powerful parfy. Sometime in the by and
by, may Dbe the long by and by, he may

Hear,

get into power. " But T want to impress this.
upon him, that when he gets into power he
must practice the doctrine he preaches, and
goveln this country without placing wupon

the people, if he is true to his gospel, this evil*

which he declares never produced prosperity
and ‘which is an abridgment of every good
citizen's rights. Sir, that doctrine in a leader
of the Government would be arrant foolish-
ness, but in the mouth of an irresponsible
leader of an Opposition it is a firebrand. It
is a doctrine by which he hopes to win the
favour of people who know' less about it
than e does by i inspiring them with the hope
that when the Hon. Wilfred Laurier rules -
this country there will ‘be no taxation at
all, none of this evil, “which never: pro-
duced prosperity and which is an abridgment
of every. good citizen's rights.” Now,
does my, hon. friend seriously Dbelieve
what be says, or does he spealt on'the
spur of thé moment—in a moment of weak-
ness, perhaps ?

M. McMULLEN ‘We do uot have them on
this side.

‘Mr. FTOSTER.: Now, if my hon friend will
keep his wind-mills quiet—

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L) One is enough.’
- Mr. FOSTER. One at a time. Well, Sir,

my houn. friend when he emitted that aphor-

ism, that wise saying must have been under-
going a peculiar process of absorption from
my hon. friend from South Oxford (Sir Rich-
ard Cartwright), because my hon. friend from
South OYfOld not once or-twice or two hun-
dred tlmes, but two thousand times,.lhas de-
clared in this Ilonse and in the country that
we cannot create prosperity by means of tax-
ation. 'Why, he said the other night that the
Minister of Finance might as well getup on a
steeple and jump off and then try to hold

himself up by his' boot strap-as to try to -
induce prosperity by means of taxation. Well,
the Minister of IMinance has too much regard
for his own life to try such acrobatic feats as
that, but that trick would not be a whit more
absurd than the doctrine my hon. friend has
announced. Suppose we go down to Nova
Scotia, to the Basin of Minas, and see the
muddy waters of the basin when the tide is
in and nctice afterwards, when the tide is
out, the portion of land from which ‘the water
has retreated and which is coveled with the
stratum of fertilizing soil left there by the
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outgoing water! Suppose -a municipality
', there . says: Why, this is" very. valuable,
' or mlght be madé so, Here is a tract of
“one’ thousand acres of land no-oné of us ‘is

able to reclaim it ; but as a mummp'\ll‘cy we-

wﬂltlalse a2, sum of money by taxing our-

' 'sel\“es and we ‘will build a dyke that will in-

.close this thousand aere tract.” They do that
: they pay the’ taxes fol one year, for two
. yeals, for three yeals, for five yeals, they

** 'raise the money ; they expend it ; they battle

with the wavés ; they, make, the dykes, and
" you-go down there a year-or two afterwards

h . and see.a thousand acres of the best soil in

the world, with its waving glass that brings

a pelemual income over and above the taxes|
- imposed . to pay for- this 1mp1,ovement Yet
“w ‘my- hon. friend’ says -that taxation is an evil

- and an /abridgment of .every good..citizen’s
. rights,” that you ‘can ‘never clieate prosperity’
by taxation. Maybe you. cannot cleate Pros-

., Derity or wealth by it," but you certainly-
+ , -bring thé unused Wealth you, cértainly bring

" the. national 1esoulces,,,folme11y compara-
tively valueless, into a staté or condition in

which they yield revenue, which could not be | .
“and condenmed ‘éver after. to listen to the .
dolefil wzu]mgs of a party who are enm- " -

done” without taxation. So it'is with every
. state, with every country. When the North-

. west was not known ; when it was a terra
incognita to us, and we concewed the idea of

buying' it from the Hudson’s Bay Company,
,_and did. buy 1t and paid our- $1,600,000 and
taxed the people for it; my hon. friend would

" "have told us : You cannot produce wealth by

means of taxa‘uon But we pa1d the taxahon

. to buy the North- West and by means of fur-

“~ther taxation we opened it for settlement.

- But the thousands “and millions of acres of

) felule "land which now and in the future lie

cpen to.the sunhght and the breezé w1t11 their |

. golden crown of waving glam, will be a sta.nd-
ing ‘refutation of the theOLy that you never
can. produce wealth by- means’ of t'lxation
But my hon. friend is. not going to have ‘any
' ‘taxatmn fLeedom, he says, is the goal,” My
" hon. friend says that we must’not talk- of
‘réforming the tarift, that it.is idle for me’ to
attempt it, that I dave not attempt it; that T
dare’ not touch the principle. Hon. gentle-
men opposite seem ‘to forget one thing, and

" -that is, that there is a line of dlStmthOIl be

tween a punclple and a detail of that prinéi-

. ple, that there is. a dlstlnctmn, between the

. tree and. Ule twig on 1he -tree, Suppose my’

- hon. fuend was a husbandma.n "He would go

out. mto the - 01chard and ﬁnd a beaut]ful

fruit t1ee, and as he. weqt up to it, would

see some golden fruit upon it, But he ‘would
‘notice 'here a branch which was mouldelmg,,
to use a word which has come into vogue of

late. He would find a sucker growth coming
ut flom a pa1t -of the t1ee where. it should
not ‘be allowed to - grow.” He Would find
a' branch deformed and . gnarly My hon.

friend is' the kind of husbzmdman, who, if he.

wentinto the orchard and saw a tree.of that

kind would promptly take his little hatehet
and cut the tree down. My hon. f11end is not -

a good husbandman,- consequently he would

do that -gort of thing, but-the real husband- e

man would look ‘at that tree and say:: A fine

tree ; ; ‘a good trunk and fair- blanches still
some mouldelmg branches and some glowth o

that" should not be there. And he would talte
a shalp knife and car efully cut off the defor-
mities’ and would leave the. tree moré beau-

tiful and capable of p1oducmg more fruit, .

This husbandman - 'would enJoy thereafter
the fruits of his sk111 while the husb'mdmfm

who' would act as my hon. friend, weuld )

be cast by the owner into - oute1 dal;lme s,

monly called in thig countl'y, Guts

'

UNRLSL‘RICJ.‘ED RDCIPROCIL‘Y A\ID ASSIMILA- SN

! ) '.l‘ION or- TARII‘I‘S

My hon fnend says that it is false that B
they: ever- proposed - an’ dssuml'mon .of | .
the . -Canadian . tariff - to- Un.ited o

States  taniff:  Well, - my hon ' friend
lhas- a sholt memory. If I- - avere  to

treat this argument with hun as he tleatod .

the '$1.50-a-bushel-of-wheat ar. gument Iwould

conwct him of insincerity at once’; and I- '
am not ‘sure that I could ‘not bung. ‘
it very close home . 10 . lnm 1f I, had
heLe the “notes and .the speeches that

hfwe "been: made. T will, however,

admit this, that my ‘hon. friend had sense’

enough to know from the ﬁlSt that' that was

the weak- point, and the rock upon wlich the

whole scheme would split, and. he was very
wary of speaking of it, or coming within touch
of it: But my hon..friend cannot have read
the Amerlczm pless he cannot have 1ead the

utterances of American statesmen, if ho doesg -
(not know, that almost without exoepuon the =

press and sta:tesmen vof .the United States

have declaaed ﬂlaﬁ any scheme of’ unre- :
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A

stricted _ieciprooity hebween this country aud
.the United States, is impossible, except upon

an assimilation ' of the taritfs of the two coum-

“tries, I ‘can'give authority after authority;

" by ‘the hour, for 'that statement, Everybody
) knows it. ' i
- M. OHARLTO\I Produce one noW

I‘OSTDR I am not going to “weary
thls House or msult its good sense by produc-
ing it; but if my "hon.. friend has a thirst
“for information, I’ W_ﬂl give him my book to-
morrow, and he can read for am -hour the
opinions of the American statesmen and
-+ Amnerican newspapers in that direction, -and

An that dJrectlon alone .

Mr. CHA_RL'_I.‘ON You ought to hﬂve come
'hele prepared to verify your stmtements

Mr. . FOSTER. Sn, I wﬂl hwe somethmg
to do with that hon. gentleman before I’ get

through, My hon. fuend says that no Lib-.

‘eral has said so, thmt no United States’ ad-
herent has said so. T have made my asser-
‘tion with reference to that, and I invite him

to examine the records to see whether it Le|

not true. Well, my hon. friend, was not satis-
fied to leave well enough alone. If he had
left that point with the simple assertion that

no Liberal had said that they would assimi- |

*'Iate the tariffs, that no adherent of the United
~ States had said so, it might have gone on the
strength of his word. But my hon. friend
went into the dangerous coursé for bim of
undertaking to reason, amd the further he
reasoned, the more effectually he destroyed
bis own contention. My hon., friend sald—
and there he touched the weak point at once
—that if there was a little lower tariff in one

country than in the other, the tendency would ‘

be to import goods from the country which
had the lowest tariff and smuggle them Into
the conntry which had the higher tariff. Then
my: hon. friend from Prince IEdward I_siand
(Mr. Davies), who so valiantly denied the as-
sumlatlon of tariff the other night, is on re-
cord as saymg that it must be so, and.that the
United States people are not such arrant fools
as to submit to a scheme of reciprocity
in which there is not an assimilation of
tariffs.. My hon. friend ha$ stated the wealk
point, and I invited him, as I have invited
them again and again, to show to this House
how they are going to arrange unrestricted re-
ciprocity with the United States, and discrim-

: - — ;
ination ‘against other. countries, without an
assimilation of tariffs. The hon. gentleman
cannot do it; and there is not a level-headed,
man in the United States who has expressed
himself" on this ‘subject, who is not in dis-
agreement with him on that point. Well,
Sir, my hon. friend has one strong adherent,

a man of whom not much has been heard in -

United’ States politics, a M. Camppell, “of *
Obio. My hon. friend declared that Mr. Camp-
bell \vwas a host, and . that Mr., Campbell had
declared himself i in fzwom of reciprocity 3 and
he brought out a sheet of paper with a very
long . extract upon it, which he read to the .
House as Mr. Campbell’s offer of 1e01p1001ty
What was it*? It was. an agreement be-
tween' two  foolish young people named
Mande and Claude that they would kiss each
other; Now, does my hon. friend know not tha
he is trifling with the question and trifling

with. this. Flouse when- he declares that the-

Democratic party is geing-to give us, aud is
willing to give us, a reciprocity treaty upon
the ground of a simple story told by Mr.
Cmnpbell ~with mfelenoe to Maude and
Claude ? My hon. friend has declared that _
the Democratic vietory in the United States -
has been a Vlotory for the. ‘freedom of the
trade to this extent fhat it is ‘going to do
away with all tariff for protection, and in-
troduce a tariff for revenue alone. My -hon.
friend " declared in the same breath that in
Canada he was going to do ‘away with -all
protection, and introduce a tariff for revenue.
Now, when the United States gets down to a
simple revenue basis, and my hon. frlend
gets Canada down to a simple revenue basis,
where will be his basis for reciprocity be-
tween the two countnes ? ’

LEADS "0 ANNEXATION.

My hon. friend says that unvestricted
reciprocity does not lead to annexation. He
knew that " trusted leader .of his
had declfued himself - in  a different
direction, and so he read to fomzfy hlm-
self a-few words of what My. Blake said on”
one side, and a little more of what
Mr, Blake - said on the other, Mr,
Blake's evidence is strong evidence when-
ever it can be quoted against my hon.

friend, because in heart he was with the
‘other side, their trusted leader for many a

year; and when he was their leader every
man of them fell down on his knees and




. pohtlcal union.

Ve

: WOIShlpped the supeuor abmty amd acumen

of Mr. Blake. If Mr. Blake, the trusted leader

of the party had so.to wrench party ‘affiia-

‘tions and go against the course_of a lfetime,
as to-break with that party, if Mr. Blake’s
familiar, and chosen, and hot  duty, for
years -was to 1aL.e, with’ his strong shot, the
_ranks of the Libéral-Conservative party, any
bit of evidence that Mr. Bake gives against
the L1be1a1 Conservative party is in the line of
all his Wlshes, while every bit of evidence
that he is forced to give against the party

with which he was so long assomated, is some- |

thing " -wrenched from him’ unwﬂlingly, and
consequently of priceless value in comparl-
son with the evidence glven against the otheér
side. Mr, Blake may have thought that the
Consorvahve policy of protection would lead
to annexatlon but: he' declared in language
that admits no doubt, that um'estucted reci-
procity would celtamly Jead to annexatlon
He saud ‘ .

tha t\vo elements of

I see no p]au for comblm
varviability of tariffs;

permarency of the treaty ang

"+ which does rot involve a practicdl control of the latter
(tariff) by the United States.

The tendency in Canada  of umestncted free
frade with-the States, high duties being maintained
against_the United Kingdom would be l:owards

Thus far my hon, fliend read and then ‘he
stopped. But Mr. Blake went on to say :—

And the move succeséful the. plan” the stronger the

" tendency, both by réasonof the community of interests,

the intermingling of popylations, themore intimate
business and scocial connections and the trade and
fiscal Telations amounting to dependency, which it

" would create with the States; and of the greater isola-

" tion and divergency from Britain which it would pro-
duce ; andalso, and especially, through inconveniences
experlencud in the maintenance and apprehensions

’ enteltmned as to the términation of the treaty.

- Our hopes and our fears alike would draw one way.

We ‘would then indeed be *“looking to Washington.”

The treaty  once made the vantage ground it gave
would naturally be used for the accomplishment of its

ulterior purposé ; and this political end would be a
reat facl:m in the consideration by the States of

%’anadlan views upon chzmges in the joint tariff, or as

to the maintenance or termination of the tu ea.ty '

The reorganization t6 which our neiglibours look
is, of course, the unification of the ¢ontinent,

B ‘That i’ Mr Blakes opinion with reference

“to the tendency of unrestricted 'reciprocity,

. and every sentence is an irresistible "argu-

meint in that way. Mr. Blake Went on to say.:

Without assured

]permanence some Consmva,tlve
predictions of evil, e

se fallacious, would .come true ;

. for our undemahle natural - advantages in.raw mate-

‘rials, Tabour, sitnation and faclll ties would be unnatm-

ully lmndlca,pped

- No manufacturer, looklng to the conblnental mar ket
. would fix or even enlarge his capital or-business in the
country of ‘five millions at the risk of being cut off

* from the country of smty-ﬁve nulhons

T3

s

British Government. .

v

Our neighbours, instead of e engaging in manufactures
hlete would take our markets \V]th goods manufactmed
there.

And our raw materials, mstead of heing finished on
the ground, would be expor ted to - be ﬁmshcd abwad

That 1s Mr. Blakes opinion, the' opimon of
a trusted leader of their own, a man .who,

because his . party had, taken up the fad .' ‘<

of - unrestricted remmomty, was wrenched
from his allegmnce to that party, and

.obliged “to: give reluctant testimony, ' albeit

strong testimony, agamst the fad and po-
hcy Wthh they had adopted '

’ DISCRI\II\'ALIO\'

But my hon f11end says that the stlon“est '
ol)]oc‘uon of all to the unrestricted recipro-
city. plan is discrimination. He adinits that
discrimination must be had, but ‘he actually
had the assmance to follow in the wake of
the hon.: member.’ for; North Norfolis | (Mr.
Charlton) -and the. hon. member for Queen’s -
(Mr. Davies) and base his argument that dis- '
crimination would - be allowed—upon what ? . .
Upon' the George. Brown draft treaty, which, '
in 1874, was negotiated by him at ‘Washing-
ton. - Those three hon. gentlemen, one after
the othel, have t11ed to give curréncy to.
an idea which is a8 false in fact-as any

‘| thing can-be, hamely, that the draft of 1874

chscnmmated agams’c Great Britain and that,

too, with the consent.and applobatlon of the
I do not charge them
with knowing it is falsé.” What I charge

them w1th is, that they who ought to- know .
that it is false, declare that it is true, and .on
the . asgertion that no. diserimination was
gither intended 01',pe1m1tted in tha.t‘Dlaft
Treaty, I stake my reputation. 43 a. public

man in this country, and I am- willing to

stand by my statement, ‘and | those three -
gentleman have either misunderstood or
have mlsrepresented the whole thing: . I-.
ask -the attention of’ this House while I, -
pmve it.  Sir, it .can be proved from a

variety of circumstances; I' am simply

going t0 ‘take 'the chain as I find it I

find that -the treaty was negotiated in

1874'; George Brown was the man who nego- '
tiated it;. Alexander Mackenzie was. ‘the

P1em1e1 of ﬂ]lS country at the time. He

mmself signed the memorandum outhmng

the nature of the reciprocity negotlatmns'
Which were. to be followed by George Brown. .
Wiiat does he say ? Ai’ter ‘going over ‘the

oo provisions, he says’ . - 4




-

In the matter of reciprocal trade considered by
itself, there is no reason to doubt that Canada would
derive very great advantages from au extension of the
list of articles nuned in avticle 8 of the former
rtreaty, such as follows :—Mannfactrres in wood,
agricultural implements, salt, mineral oils, bricks for
building, bath-bricks, calcined plaster, burnt lime,
manufactured articles not produced in or exported
from England, ochres, ground or ungrouud.

That was on 9th March in the mémorandum
“which was to guide George Brown, and it ex-
pressly confined the list to manufactured

"articles not produced ini'or exported from-

England. - Let us go on to the sccond step.
The second step will be found in the Minute
of Council, approved on 26th March, 1874,
{n which we find this passage—it niust be
remembered that at his time the United
States woere pressing for a mannfactured list
wider than that suggested:

Sir Edward Thornton’s despateh to His Iixcellency
the Governor-General of o late date, indicates a de-
sire. on _the part of the ‘United States to ex-
tend the list of articles nained in the Treaty of 1854,
50 as to embrace the articles of the manufactures of

. the two countries. The Government of Canada will
be willing to agree to such reciprocity—to include
mannfactures in wood, such as sashes, doors, blinds,
pails, tubs, barrels, matches and various other articles
of a like nature—agricultueal implements, bath-bricks,
bricks for building purposes,. caleined gypsum otv

_ plaster line, earth ochres, ground or umground, and.

generally, all mannfactured articles not produced in
or exported from Great Britain to this country, to-
gether with -such other articles as the Imperial and
Dominion Governments may mutually agree upon, or
as may by mutual arrangement be entered at & fixed
duty to be specified in the treasy. It is, however,
understood that no proposition affecting the intvo-
duetion of manufactured goods shall be_finally deter-
mined npon prior to reterence to the- Imperial and
Dominion Governments..  As a’ natural production,
salt may be added fo the former free list.

The same careful desire was extended at this
second stage of tho proceedings to .exclude
articles in regard to which a discrimination
was likely to oceur in respect to Great Brit-
tain, and every precaution was taken after-
wards that if this article were extended, it
should only. be after referenmce to the two
Governments, The Order in, Cowicil goes
on to say : ’ :

Mr, Brown! will communicate this view to Sir

Edward Thornton, accompanied with the representa-
tion that the Government of Canada do not propose
any modification in matter of trade and commerce
which would in any way injuriously affect Tmperial
interests. .
That is another stage. On 23rd April, 1874,
Earl Carnarvon signs a despatch to Bail
Dufferin, in which he says ¥ .

After consultation with this department, Lord Derby

sent a telegram to Sir 1. Thornton, informing him
that the proposed paper might be submitted to M.

Trish, but that the proposals should not be made as
being the result of the wmatured decision of Her
Sir E.
‘Tish. )
Further, this shows the spirit of the instrue-
tions, the actual instructions, the ‘prudent
care taken that those instructions should not
be . exceeded, the spirit of the instructions
being that there should be no discrimination
against Great Buitain, That is one set of facts.
Now, Sir, I wish to adducé onother proof. I
suppose the treaty itself may be taken as’
showing what the treaty means. I chal-
lenged my hon. friend the other day to read

Thornton was desired to explain this .to Mr.

a condition of the i‘.reaty that the articles'
which were admitted free from the United

States-into Canada should not be admitted

free to Great Britain or any other country.

He could not read.it, he cannot read it, be-

cause ‘it is mot in the treaty, -But he at-

tempted - to make "this argument, that al-

though it was not in the treaty, yet it.is
common sense to believe that if they had

made a treaty between cach other, whereby .
certain ‘articles were to come free into each -
country, with no other word or sentence quali-’

fying it, that necessarily it must be confined

to those two countries. The opposite is the

exact truth. But I desire to carry the argu-

ment further, There is another article in

the treaty which provides for a most-fav-

oured nation treatment. Why do they insert

most-favoured nation treatment, if\ the

treaty itself gave the United States a pre-

ferential market, with a diserimination

against Great Britain in.regard to the ar-

ticles mentioned, ‘and which are set out in
 another article, which hon. gentlemen can

read, and which I will not trouble the House

by reading ? It is an article ]g)rovidin,grK that,

if any more favourable cousiderations are

given by the United States to a third coun-

try, or by Canada to any third cowutry, the

same shall be given by one country to the

other. ' o '

Mr. DAVIES (P.EI) Will the hon. gen-
tleman read the paragraph which he says
provides a more-favoured nation clause with
respect to articles named in the treaty ?

Mr. FOSTER. I will recad the .clause,
which is as follows :— -

For the term mentioned in Article XIIT no other or

bigher duty shall be imposed in the United States
upon other articles ot enumerated in said schedules,

Majesty’s Government, but as preliminary only, and | |

a single clause of that treaty which made it




" These two articles g0 together

N

%mwth, produce or manufacture of Oauada. or in
dnada upon such other articles the growth, ploduce

.or mantufacture of the United States, than are respec-

tively imposed upon like articles the gréwth, procuce.
or manufacture of Grea,t Bntnm or of any other
country. ! /

The fnst
one 1s eXphclt in saying that the two coun-
tlles sha]l ‘exchdnge certain’ ploducts, and,

 there is no article in -the treaty which says

. to each other.
tween the two countries is extended on the

" Brown ought- to know

. urged agamst the' treaty

: :thei'

.ot also free wit

there shall be a- preferential treatment g iven
And then the commerce be-

same amieable line to .articles, which were
not mentioned therein to provide - for most-

- Tavoured nation,” but  not preferentialv
"terms  to- - either. one or the’ other
Now, S8ir, my contentlon, so far, I this:

That the spirit of the mstructions all

~the way through was to prevent diserimina-
. tlon against Bn’cam, and that, when a treaty

is made, the freaty makes no mention ‘of dis-

.. ‘crimination against Great Britain. - Then I

come to .George Brown’s testimony, George
as; much about
it as any’ other ‘man, Ge01ge Brown made

.that speech:after all the schedules had been

submltted aftel ’che treaty -had. been com-

o .pleted ‘as far as It was completed and with

full knowledge of the artlcles in the sche—
dule, which he read.in’ his speech only two
mmutes before.. George Brown read the very
schedule that my hon.’ friend read to-night
and then, ai’ter reading- that, he expressed
hlmself in this way, a8 to. -certain objectlons

«."

The first of these obJectlons which he referred bo '
. was that the - treaty. discriminated against Great .
-|there .was & fear in England that this treaty

Brltmn, and in favoul of the 'Umbed Mates

He "declared tms objectxon to be unfounded,
and ploved it by saylng HE -

‘

It was pelfectly undezstood from  the . open

ding mnegotiations *that no article could- be  free

from duty in IG?’LI(] to the United® States, which was
h regaxd to Great Britain, and nobhin g
else was evér contemplated foi a moment

. Now, Sir, if ‘George Brown had sald -that,

after the flrst schedules had bLeen handed in,
- might have been. some ground
for  the mgument of the  hon. 'gen’cle-
man' that he spoke about a' subject
that he was but half thlough with' in
the negotiations. But George Brown made

the "statement after the draft treaty had |

" been concluded, and after he had just read.

to the.Senate the very schedule’ of manu- )
factured goods. which my hon." friend read

i

,mlt’ced

and. George Brown distinetly stafes that it

was never contemplated for.a moment, and

that actually no dlscummatlon was allowed"

in - that treaty against Great Britain, My

{ hon. fnend thought that he had lighted upon

an argument which helped him out, and he

read, the report of the Board of Trade upon. \
‘this draft treaty which had been submittéd to

t by Lord Derby. Lord DeLby, who knew the
whole tenor and spmt of all the negotlatlons,
knew . that assurances ‘had been given to him
by the Ganadian Govelnment that no dis-
cmmma‘cionoShould be allowed against ‘Great
Butam, and_ knew that every step in the
work of that treaty-making had been under

the direct supervision of that Imperial Gov-
reported- -

ernment, The board = of - trade
what ? . They reported ’chat they' found
nothmg agamst the t1eaty, ‘as it was sub-
_ . They " did ‘not mention discriming-
tion. My hon. friend but. that in as an
aside - afterw zuds, as though they had that
in theu- ‘minds, but the board of trade made
that 1eport upon the data’ of the schedules-
before them, and the promise that these arti-

cles mentloned in the schedules should be free

to Great Britain ag well as to ‘Canada. But,
Sir, if. George Brown did not know anything
about it, and if my hon. friend the leader of
the - Opposition thinks he can aspelse the
character and velacity of the Hon.. George
Brown, who.made as positive a statement
ag a man could make, and made. it Wwith, all
the 'knowledge of the facts, pérhaps .y
hon. friend will allow tHat Lord Derby . ought
to- know some’chlng about it, Well Sir, |

that very time, almost at that very moment,

ag regards this schedule was going to diseri-

minate agamst Great Britain, and representa- -

tives of various trades headed a.deptation. to
Lord Derby -and waited on him, and ex-
pressed their feals, and implored hig inter-
vention in the matter, and What aia Lord
Derby say ? - -

Tt was tle. bounden duty of TIel' \/I'LJesty s (}ovez n-

ment to insist that British free trade shonld not be”
placed -at a_disadvantage ag' compared-'with other

’

"countries, in any treaty which ‘might be entered into

on behalf of the colanies ;" also to forbid the imposition
of différential duties i in favour of the United Stmbes a8
against Great Britain i in duy such treaty.

And he further assured the depu’cation : -

Tha(; there was nothmg in the proposed tr emty, to
warrant ‘the corclusion that the Canadidn -Goyern-
ment were in favour of sucha dlscrlmmatlon :

Mr. LAURIER. What I8 the date? o

‘

,



- Mr. FOSTER.

1874.
" Mr. LAURIER. What month ?
M. TFOSTER. I cannot give you tne
nth ’ .
Mr. DAVIBS (P.BI) 'That is important.
" Mr. \I‘OSTER It is important. . But, is

" the date more improtant than the subst‘mce
of ‘what is said ?

Mr. DAVIES (P.B.I) ' Yes, because it 1s

important to know whether- he made that|

statement before he referred the treaty with
' the schedule to the board of trade, and got
the Doard of trade’s amswer that we could
discriminate if we pleased, and the ,English
Government would say nothing agdinst it.

Mr, TOSTER. The board of trade never
said that,

Mr. DAVLS (1).13.1.) And then his de-
. spatch following, in which he said, with the
‘board, of trade statement in his hand, that
he approved of the treaty. ’

Mr, FOSTER. The beard of trade never
stated what my hon. friend asserted just
_now. My hon. friend is satisfied to crawl
out of a very small hole, and the hole he
proposes to crawl out of to-night is this : that
because he cannot have the exact date and
howr, upon which this -utterance of ILord
Delby was made,
1ts accuracy with reference to this treavy.
What did Lord Derby say ? He assured the
deputation :

That thele was nothing in tho proposed treaty to
warrant the conelusion that the Canadian Govermnent
were in favour of diser imination,

He studl, in addition, that:

Tt was the bounden‘duty of Iler Majesty’s Govern-
ment to insist that British trade should not be placed
at a (hsll(l\'antaﬂc, and also to forbid the imposition
.of differential duties in favour of the United, States
as against Great Britain in any such trenty.

And yet my hon. friend tries-to get out of all
'thn,t_ by asking me for the exact second in
the exact hour, and the exact dot to which
the minute hand or second hand-of the clock
pointed, when that statement was made.
Well, as Thave said before, there is no excuse
for such dense ignorance in this matter, The
memnmber for North Norfolk (Mr., Charlton)
stated the other day that he had been dis-
cussing this question for fifteen years,
and so also haye other -hon. gentlemen

less of

therefore, he impugns’

on the other side. If they
poor students as not.to know the facts, ‘they
are ‘' poor political leaders to - whom to
trust - the interests of a.' party still
a country. This has Dbeen fre-
quently threshed out™ in the papers.
know
time and again gave the same assurance, and
the Toronto. “Mail,” in .discussing. this
matter, said :

\

We are n.nthmued by the Hon. Ale\ McKenzie to
state that Mr, McDougall is entirely inistaken in stat-
ing that discrimination was suggested or proposed or
permitted under the treaty of 1874.51

Sir, T have done with that, -after haying
made thie algmnent I again make the asser-
{ion : That no discriimination was intended or
was made in that treaty.” If my hon. friend
has nothing better by which to recommend to
the people the adoption of a scheme against
which he declares diserimination te be the
chief factor. of “objection, than a baseless
assertion like this, his case is lost, and he
need not go to the country upon 1t The
hon. .member for Queen’s, P.IH. 1. ©(Mr.
Davies) made another statement the othel
night equally without foundation, in order 1o
prove that discrimination on  another “occa-
sion had ‘been proposed. He declared that

We-
that the Hon. Alexander Mackenzie -

are such |

Sir John Macdonald, the political godfather

of the Liberal-Conservative party, had sent
Sir Alexander Galt, and three others, in 1865,

‘down to Washington, and through them had

offered to .assimilate the Customs taviffs o1

the two countries, which he contended was

parallel in principlé and in details to what he
and his friends propose to do - under unre-

stricted reciprocity. The hon. gentleman made

that statement along with the others, and
it shows an equal lack of investigation and
an equal lack of accuracy. I have before me
exactly what was proposed, in a minute made
in memorandum by Sir Alexander Galt and

‘| his confraves. It was when they were trying

to have the {reaty of 1854 extended, or some-
thing else put in its place. They went down,
and they found the temper of the people at

Washington against renewing the old reci-

procity treaty. One of t1'1e strongest objec-
tions urged against its renewal was this:

That, owing to peculiar internal taxes in the,

United States, the Americans insisted on a
larger impost upon the articles which had
formerly been in the treaty lst in order to
equalize the exchange between the two coun-
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" ries; and the proposition ‘made by Sir Alex-
ander Galt,. and his confréres, was, this:

The trade between the United States and the
British provinces should, itis believed, under ordinary
circumstances; be free in reference to their natural
productions ; but as internal taxes exceptionally exist

“In the United States, it is now proposed -that' the:
articles embraced in the free list of the reciprocity
treaty should continue to be exchanged, subject only

- to such duties as may be equivalent to that internal

. taxation. Itis suggested that both parties may add
certain articles to l;[inose now i thie said ligt.

If the foregoing points be satisfactorily arranged,
Canada is’ willing to adjust her excise duties upon
gpirits, beer and .tobacco, upon the best revenue
standard which may be mutually adopted after full
consideration of the subject ; and if it be désired to

. treat any other articles in “the same way, ‘the dis-

- position of the Canadian Government is to give every

" facility in their power to prevent illicit trade.

, " Memorandum - “B » , was. given’as an.‘an-

.gwer by the . United States delegates. They
glve a list of the articles in the treaty - of
1854, and wupon. all .of them' they -put

~less or greater. dutles which they desir ed

.. Canada to pay in order to compensate for the'
dlsaclvantage they- claimed to be under on
account of their mternal taxation. In mem
orandum G-’ Which followed Mr.: Galt re-
phed C ) . ) o

. In 1efe1 ence to the memmandum received from the

+ Committee on Ways and Means, the provincial dele-
gates régret to be obliged to state that the proposals
therein contained in regard to the commeréial.re-

* lations between the two couritries arc not such as they |

-ean_recommend’ for the adoption of the respective

legislatures.  The imposts which it is proposed to lay
upon the productions of the British provinces on their

‘entry into the markets of the United States, are such

as, in their opinion, will be in somne cases prohibitory,
and will certainly seriously interfere with the natural-
course of trade. Tlese 1mposts are so much beyorid

- what the delegates conceive to, be an equivalent for
_ the internal taxation of the United States, that they

are reluctantly brought to the eonclusmn that the
committee no longer desire the treade between the two
countries t0 he carried on vpon the piinciples of reci-

* procity. With the concurrence of the Bribish Minis-
ter at Washington, they are therefore obliged  rés-

pectfully to. decline to enter into the eugagement.
su ggested in' the memorandum, N

'.That is all there is to that It affords not

l[the shadow of an .argument in favour of
dlsclimmauon, or in favour of assimilation of
tariffs between the two eountrles Now,
Sir, I haveé exhausted my own patience, ‘and I
suppose the -patience of the House, and yet
there are two or three pomts WhJCh I feel X
must touch upon

, . MR. CHARLTON?S ASSERTIONS. 2

' "l‘he'v hon, ',‘Iner'nber "for North Nor-
folk.: (Mr. Charlton) stated, fhe ‘other
day, that the Government 'had  asserted,

- -(line Whmh could bear‘

" when they went to-the people in 1891, that

'they would certainly get a 1ec1p1'ocity treaty

from the United States, .and that, on that -

assertion, which he decl‘ued had no founda-
tlon in fact, we had fooled and deeelved the -
people, and gamed the election. I am

anxious for honest and fair debate in this

House, and in my anxiety for it T gave my
hon. friend a chance to retract tlie strength .
of that assertion, and I supposed 'he, would
like a ‘man, say : Well, that wasa little too
strong ; you did not actually assert that, but
you left it to be implied.. But my non..
friend would not take advantge of that oppor-
tunity, and not once, but twice or thlee times
before he finished his speech, he .declarec
that we had- actually asserted that we wowmd -
be ceitain to get. a reciprocity . treaty, ana
that we had carried the country on that cry.

Now, I.give my hon. friend- mothel oppor- : )

tumty to 1et1act that statement;

Some hon MDMBERS Oh.

Mr. FOSTER. He will ot do it. I am -
not surprised at that; but what does sur-
pmse me is that' hon: gentlemen who' sit: be-

‘I'side him on the front benches will. stand by

him in his. refusal to.: retract a statement .
which he did not prove and which he wan-:
not prove. When he was asked to produce
his avthority; what did -he’ quote ? e quoted
the.Toronto “Empire.” The Torontd * Wm-
‘pire iy not the Government, He had not"
stated that:the Toronto, * Bmpire” had de-
clared thus and'so, . He had said that the Gov-.
ernment had actua]ly said so and s0. But! even
when he read the extract from the. Toronto
“ TWmpire,” it appemed that the" Toronto
“ IWmpire " did not say it; and he actually
struggled, through, the whole ' extract
without ‘showing .one single syllable. or '
out the asser-.
tion thathe made. 'The hon, gentleman
went on, afterwards, to declare that. the
draft treaty of 1874 wag an actual and square
discrimination on all fours with what was-
ploposed under umestmcted reciprocity .
Sir John Thompson gave him an opportunity

‘to take that back. . He asked a certain ques-
‘tion ‘ag to Whethe1 the Hon, George Brown

had made a statement by way of denial.
But the hon. gentleman never, answers a

‘question® squmely He did not answer that ; H

but hé went-off on a side shift. ; Now, Sir,
there are two. examples of ‘an hon gentie-

man choosmg to zugue agalnst his opponente Lo

’
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by actually falsifying the record, and. “Il(,n
he was given an‘opportunity of putting ‘him-
self right, utterly declining to put himself
right. And he not only stated that-in the
face of members in this House who could
judge of: its falsity, but his speech goes out to
the world, and it will be by and. by, I
-suppose, printed in pamphlet form, as are
all his speeches, and be sent out to a larger
~ constituency, and men will read, and men will
- say the Canadian Government is a bad Gov-
ernment. Why ? Because they declared in
1891, that they were certain to get a recipro-
" city treaty, they went to -the people on
this declaration and they did not "oet
it ; Dbecause they deelmed agmnst dlSCll]Il
ination and that the British Government
is against discrimination, and yet, iu 1874,
diserimination was actually allowed and ac-
ceded to by Great Britain, And men will

say, we cannot support a 'Government which
can be guilty of such deceit as that. And
when asked, why do you come to that con-
, clusion, they will answer: Because Honest
Jobn Charlton said so, because My. Charlton
is a Christian, because he is an elder of the
Presbyterian Church, because he is a stickler
for the Sabbath, because he is a man who pre-
tends to great, goodness, and is truly good,
and John Charlton would not say this unless
it were so. We will base our political action
on what John Charlton says, because we be-
lieve in his honesty, I must say that that is a
propaganda which ought not to be carried on
—not as between parties, for I am not speqking
now merely of parties—but as between thé
man and the .people who read what the man
says. My hon. friend is very much dgainst
_ the captain: of a tug taking hold of
a little string, and allowing the shrill
whistle of - his tug to 1rend the
solemn stillness of the Sabbath- morning.
I would rather that he would rend the solemn
stillness of the Sabbath morn, by letting the
tug blow its horn 10,000 times, than that he
would offend against the compact upon
‘which soclety can alone be  main-
tained—truth between man and man ; and yet,
Sir, if that captain of the tug told a lie to
his mate, the minimum of wrong would be
done. He would have sullied the puvity.of
his own heart, he would have outraged the
confidence of his neighbour; but these two
would be the only ones concerned. But what
is to be said of a public man who would make

these . utterances without any shadow of
foundation, ‘and who, when given a chance
to take thein back and set himself right, will
not do it, but will sprez{d them as propaganda
broac and wide throughout the country. That
is not the kmd of politxcal warfare that ought
to obt'uu

MR, DAVIES AND TIIE WASIUINGTON CON-
. FERENOCE,

The, hon. gentleman sitting near me,
my fuend from Prince deald Island
(M, Drmes) erred in the same way, I am
bound to say tbrough ignorance, as no public .
man, especially one who proposes to be the
leader of the Maritime provinces, ought to
err. My hon. friend from. Queen’s (M.
Davies) ‘leaned towards me as he spoke;
and in that melodramatic manner of his,
so well known, always full, of vehem-
ence, whether there is anything Dbehind -
It or mot, deliberately .accused me of
falsifying the record. Xe reminds me
of one of those instruments which, when
wound up, cannot -be stopped wuntil. it
rnuns down and the last clanging note of
which makes a greater noise and, at
greater speed than any preceding vevolution,
My hon. friend commenced, just after he was
wound up, by .saying : you said what was not
so, but I do not accuse you of doing it wil-
fuliy, as you had a certain bias naturally in
your own mind which came out in your state-
ment, and, therefore, your statement is not
quite correct. But before he got to the iast
he put it in plain language, and declared
that the Minister of Finance had deliberately
falsified the record. ~What record ? My hon,
friend talks of records. What records ? Ie

‘had in his hands a document. 'Presented

where ? To the American Senate. What was
the document ? A letter. From whom ? Mr,
Blaine. My hon. friend had before him the
statement made a year ago in this House, on
the authorvity of a Minister, in {hé presence
of the two-fellow Ministers who went to
Washington—a statement which is longer and
fuller than that made by My, Blaine. He
chose to ignore that evidence and to take the
other as the sole record and the sole evidence, .
Does it malke any intrinsio difference whether
I made my statement in the privacy of my

‘room and presented it in writing to the House,

or whether I stated it in the Budget speech,
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as my report, made here as ‘a responsible
. Minister of the Crown, weighing my words
" and making my statement, as I believed it'to,
.- Dbe trie? What . faimess was there ‘in

' taking Mr.

Blaine’s letter as the only
record, as if ‘my statement were mnot
equally : a ~ matter - of . record ? The

“hon. gentlem‘ln in lns spelech said . that
My, Blame in Dhis letter included every smgle
- thing "that took place. How ‘did he know ?
He does not Itnow. Al the p1 obabmtles are
againgt Ml Blaine havmg Wmtten in that
letter a record of every thing that took phce
© As o matter of fact, he did mot write one-
fifth part of what took  place. ‘He' re-
corded . no. .protocols ; thele,,wele, none.’
.He simply placed a- letter in ‘the ‘hands
. of ‘the P1e91dent giving in" o few sen-
tences his recollection of the conference
as bearing- on the request of - Congress
and of what he sliould report. That was a re-
cord, and mine is equally a record, and a
fuller ‘and longer one than that. It is re-
derved for a Canadian, and a person in Oppo
sition, to declare the statement of a Canadmn
co-member. false, and take: without question |
_ the statement of M1 Blame 12

“Mr. ‘CHARL/ITON. Do we undelstand the
“hon. - gentleman to /a,sselt thwt the statement
made by Mr, Blame is false 2 .

- M. TOSTER. My hon i‘uend has usen in
. a vely. stately way and has infoned- 1n a very
grave voice, but.he is altogethier ahead of the
ILCOId ‘If he Wlll SLt still, I Wlll tell lum

Mr.. GHARLTON ' Say yes or'mo. .

fr. TOSTER, In the first place, T think

the House will take it for granted that my

hon, friend is wrong in saymg that Blaine’s

letter detailed evelythmg that toolr place.
Does he still hold to that assertion ? Again

let me ask my-hon. friend if he did not say

that T probably might be a 1itile misled from

bias'in my own direction. Am I alorie human;

. and was Mr, Blaine alone superior to human
© frailty 2 "Was {here mno humanity - and
" pias in the Secretary. of the Uuited
States, which -might incline him to give a
-report in_the ,line. of his own “wishes ?
Honestly and fauly, was lie not as lable

thereto’ as myself, and yet lis statement |’

is takeén ‘as a -strietly unbiassed /repoit
and mine a falsification - 6f the . record,.
unworthy of credence. Now, my bon

‘circumstances’ required. -

-

friend put a question fo .me a little
while ago, which T will answer, for he (Mr,
Dawes) said—I - can read his. words if he
doubts me—that the Secletal'y of State, Mr.
‘Blaine, emphatlca,lly demed Mr. TFostei’s
statement. - Will my hon. friend point out

‘one sentenoe of Mr. Blaine’s which denies‘

one smgle statement made by me -

Put the' two.records side by side, I sziy
more. than Mr. Blaine dxd ‘Mr. Blaine says
less than I did. T said everything that M.
Blainé said—I do not mean just in exactly tlie
same lanmagé ‘but T treated every one of

the points he “treated—but lhe did mnot ueat ‘

‘all of the pointy that T did.’ My .Blaine
gtated that the -first ploposal made was for
‘Peciprocity in natural ploducts with sucll
extensions and" qualifications as the alteled

agreo-in that point. Mr. Blaine stated that a
list of mahufactured articles was to be inclad-

cd along with that of natulal products. I

‘stated that -the ling must' be .in natural !
products and manufactures genelally There . |
all. M, -

Blaine stated- that there: must be. (hsclimma-‘,
’ tion against Great Butam I stated there
‘must be discrimination -against Great Bri-.

is a divergence, ‘but * that is

tain. In all these particulars we are ex-
actly ‘alike or we are very close together.
For, the 1est I make sta,tements and deal
with subjects 'which Mr. Blaine does mnot

touch, but which were-discussed in the con-

ference that took place,~and discussed .for

in representing Mr. Blaine as havmg 1e001ded
all that took place, as giving the ‘only re-

cord that should be rélied upon, and refus- -

Ing to. take my statement as a record of

I stated tha,t -we, ..

-

 somé considerable time. Now, T aglk my hon.
) fuend whether hio has been qulte fair to me '

the case, m refusing to look upon my state- .

ment ‘ as w01thy of credence, at
equally with that of Mr. Blaine.
least- he. should give me the credit that
he felt disposed to give in the' first part

least,

of his address, when he said that I had not -

wilfully misrepresented. T know, that “hen

the hon. gentleman reads what he has said-

zmd thinks over the matter, he wi]l feel that
he has been tnfair to me in that 1espect as
no man should be to hxs fellofv member, sit-
ting opposite to him m the House of Com-
mons, where all men’ are supposed to. be

genitlemen. Now, Sir, I have hot one word or -

one ‘gyllable to retract of thé statement I

made last year on that point. I stand by it ;

!

At
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I stand by it entirely ; I stand by it without
any mental reservation; I stand by it in

the presence of my. colleagues who were.

there with me. And I ask thi/s\House to
judge of the sense of -fairmess of that hon.
gentleman who can find the only authori-
tative statement on the part of the sitranger
and refuse all’ credence or credit for honesty
to his fellow citizen and ].us fe]low member.
" FWIIAT TIIE OPPOSITION \\'AN'l‘. S
Now,
closmg, with reference to the general subJect
I find that I have been kept close to the
points which, h'we been made to-night or re-
cently, and that T have not touched the gen-
eral points which I had hoped to deal with,
which were made during the debate. I close
with this simple thought, and I ask the
. attention of my fellow members.on this side
of the House, and T ash the attention of the
counbry as well. 'l‘hese hon. gentlemen may
not be very well agreed as to what they want,
but they are. perfectly afrleed as to what they
are against. ‘When you come to sum up the
. expressions of the foremost men as to what
they want there is a wide divergence of
opinion among- them. They agree as to their
positive faith in\ very few principles, and in
other respeets there is-a wide divergence. The
'Oﬂ,ltwubht) believes' in unresivicted recipro-
city ; he wants access' to the United States
markets, and believes that it is the only salva.
tion for Canada in the line of development and
permanent prosperity. The hon. member for
North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton) is determined to
devote his life to getling unvestricted ve-
ciprocity. The hon. member for Quecen’s,
P.EI. (Mr. Davies) is less definite and
precise. ITe has found out that it is the best
sometimes not to say too much or say it too
positively, so this time he harks -back con-
s1(1embly, and he sums up his policy in
this wonderfully positive and definite form :
“VWe desire the bloadest t1eaty possible con-
sistent with the commercial and political in-
dependence of Canada.” The hon. member for
South Brant (Mr. Paterson) had a little good
humoured chaff with me because, he said, I
was indefinite in my statement ; but he capped
the climax of indefiniteness. He declared : “I
want the freest possible frade with the United
States, consistent with the dignity, honour
and stability of both countries.” He is much

Sir, I wish to say a word .or two in

‘hon, gentleman for South Oxford (Sl Richard

dissatisfied {vith me‘ because I st‘Lted that T
Would do the best for the whole country. He °

detelmmed to be very definite, and this is his
definition.-
from this House and meeting a farmer, one of
those depressed farmers of whom he spealks,
and the farmer says: Mr. Paterson, you are
just down from the Legislative halls. I know
you are a-very learned man, and a very fam-
ous politician; I know your keenness of vision
and your breadth of comprehension. I want to

market of the United States ? And the hon,
gentleman will satisfy 'the burning thirst of
that” poor, depressed = farmer by -say-
ing: AU I can tell you is that I

want ‘the "freest possible .trade with the .

United States consistent with the dignity,
honour and stability of both countries. Then
he will meet one of those prosperous manu-
facturers of his own town, who will come to
him with anxiety in his face, and say : Now,
Mr.
matter ; are we going to have reciprocity, and

if we have it, as you say we must, are woe-

to be mercilessly -‘exposed to competition with
the United States ? And the good member

‘will draw himself up to his full height and

say: I cannot tell you whether it will

be that way- or not

trade with the United States consistent with
the dignity, honour and stability of both
countries. And so he will satisfy every one
of his constituents with that most definite
and positive statement and, if in his.town
‘they do not put up & monument sacred to

the great N. P,, I am sure they will put up -

a monument sacred to the positive clearness
and definite conception of the great W.P.
The member for Bothwel (M. M.ills) is
the most conservative of all. Fe says he
is not for revolution, he would not .hurt an
existing industry. He. wants a custom rev-
enue and would like to sea the man who
could be elected in any constituency on a policy
of direct taxation. . He wants no independ-
ence or annexation talk, and he thinks that
man no friend of Canada who talks independ-
ence or annexation at this time. Yet he has
sitting very closely to him a gentleman who
has been talking independence in the last few
months. And the hon. member for L’Islet
(Mr, Tarte) has two planks in his policy. One
is that legisiation ‘should be had to increase
the profits of the farmers—

I can ses my hon. friend going’

know whether you ave going to get me the .

Paterson, what is to be the end of this

5-but I can tell you
my faith and ereed—I want the freest possible -




,Omi‘md says -

.-Ml A TARTI; \I neve1 said 01 Wrote any—

' ‘thing of ‘the kind. °

© Mr., I‘OSTDR It my hon fmend——
M1 DAVIDS ®. EI.) Take 1t back

| Mr. POSTER No; let me. ha.ve a little
convelsa‘aon Wlth my hoh. fiiend. If my hon.

‘friend will turn up the “ Hansard ” and look
at the,report of his speech, and i he will,

ook at the manifesto that he read and which

‘he gave to his country, he will find these two_
1t _oxj else I lctumod; read,

statements in
Prench ) N . S

M1 TARTE Pelhaps that is 1t
Mr POSTER .Perhaps. that 1s the reason.

' I will leave it to him. TIn that manifesto he
waid, that he is going in for such legislation:
as will raise the value of the farmer's pro-
. dugts, and that Mr. Lawier, it he comes into

- power, will leave two or three columns still:
.. | men are putting before the House to-night for.
Tus to vote upon, it is With the spirit and the

standzng in the temple of protection

Mr TARTR. . I never the or mever szuid
anything of ﬁhe kind, [ /

Mr FOSTHER.. Then’ ﬁt must. be my bad
Trench. I will look that up, and if I find I am
wrong I will withdvaw it with great pleasure,
That is what my hon. fuends say on the nega
tive side. ’ .

v
WIIAI‘ THEY ARE OPPOSED T0.-

Now, I want to draw the .attention
of the House to what dhese gentlémén. say,
when they come to the positive side. Here
there is no hesitation ; there is no lack of
definiteness.. Thelr' propaganda is plaj.n and
firm, and*I want'it to ring from one end
to the 'other of this counfry.
propaganda ? The hon, member for South

Our pohcy from first to last hws been to destroy
this villainous systemn of protection; I care ot

- whether we cut its head off, or cut its tail off, or cut

'ton) says:

*it. in two in”the mlddle——-wha,t I want to do is to

destroy it.

There is no indeﬁniteness about that The
hon. member for Norbh Norfolk (Mr. Chml-
’ !

Protection, Sir, notwithstanding all that may be
said in’favour of it, is neither more or less than a

. species ‘of slavery.. "Tt/is a system’ as 1ndefen51ble,

upon the broad pnncxple of justice, as slavery, It is
absolutely and uucondltlonally slavery.

w4

| It is a cursed system, accursed of God and man.
. must ‘be cut down, and not allowed to cumbu the
'gzound C B R ) . !

/And to make a. long sb01y Short the ‘hon.

What i their,

That is plam no 1ou11d-a)boud; method in that
My hon. friend ‘from Prince- deavd Island
(Mz. Davies) says

_ We hzwe been wttackmg this: pohcy year aftel year. . o
Tt - .

leadler of the Opposition declared to-night that
his policy was the destruction of every vestige

of protection, by bringing the tariff down-to =
a gimple revente bas1s Now, 8ir, T am glad °
to ‘have read these statements and I am glad

| to have them 5o heartily, applauded by hon.

gentlemen opposite. They will not heréafter

|try .to geb away from these expressions of
:then ,0pinions.- NOW, I ask my hon. friends

in bhls House who believe in the principle of - |
plotecmon but who m'ly ﬂlave some’grievance - N
now and: then, and here and ’bhere, with the . -
tariff ; I agk them to Welgh these assertions ; - -
for Wlhwtevel ‘the proposition that these gentle-

pmpose of utterly destroying the principle of
plotectlon in this-country, A man may hdve a
grudge, may have an objection, to some parti:
cular excrescency upon the tariff; but he may,
be at the same .time.a firm believer in the .

/plmm'ple of protection, and/may wish to see’

i; survive in this country. I warn such men,
ag those in this House and in ‘the country

‘| from playing into the hands of hon. gentlemen -

opposite on- the  ground that their present
proposition is a harmless one, By one way.
we have come up toour large comme1 cial and
induistiial developmenrt in this country, We
have in‘these last few years done wonders in
the development of our mdustmal 1ife Strang-
ers who come here, and people who study C
our history, acknowledgé it frankly and free-'-- -
ly. . We who live in thi§ country know
the Dléssings. that. have -come from this
policy. It may be a fact that to-day there
are excrescences upon this policy, that there
are details which ought {o ve- cwrefully ex-
amined, and which ought to be made right,
thait there are certain 1espects in which .the
taziff should be reformed. Flon.- gentlemen
opposite have cast a’ doubt upon the good faith

-| off the Government in'respeet of honestly re-

vising the - tariff. I stand here to-night to.
say that what I stated in this regard was
ghated with the consent of- all my colleagues,
and in perfect good faith. I ask the country



outside to watch. cavefully, and not be mis-
"led' by any phrases that these gentlemen
may use; but to understand that it is a
struggle in wwhich ‘the existence of the prin-
ciple- of: protection in this country is at stake,
If hon. gentlemen opposite, having set the
battle on ithese iines, push it to the front, and

" push it to the finish, this country may wake up

some fine morning and find its industries.de-
stroyed,-its factories’ closed jts employment of
 labour discontinued, and miultiplied- disasters
coming upon many a section of this country
- from Cape Breton to British Columbia, = In
the proposition before us to-night they put it
mildly. It is a litile economy, a little re-
vision, *and a ‘little of something else; but
you must look ' at the motive that  in-
spires them. A British sovereign held. out
in the hand and placed within your palm.is
a good thing. You can buy food and clothing
with 'it; but the same British sovereign
pressed tightly upon the opening of your wind-
pipe will bring death, and bring it quickly.
Outside of these- -assey tions' of ultun‘tte pur-

pose on the part of hon. gentlemen opposite -
the proposition before the House may com-
pine features which are in themselves harm-
less, some of which may -be- right ;* but it
is a coin which is meant to strangle the
principle of protection and destroy it in

this country. I. ask hon. gentlemen
to weigh carefully . these matters; to
weigh them when they come before ihe
people ; to have them put right upon every
hustings, and in every assembly in this .
country, so that people may vote with their
eyes open to the full consequences- of their
action. ; and if, after doing that, it: ‘be found
that ﬂns battle, pressed to the finigh, as it will

e, results in a victory fo¥ the principle of

free trade rather than protection, so be it;
but I have a firm and abiding faitli that the .
way to victory does not lie by that path.
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