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Visit. to Hetidquortere. CU'1ddiUD Corps.
Intervl ew wi th Li eut.enunt-Gcnoxal 1.lo11aughton.
?resent state of the Corps and pluns for 1 t.8

developnent..

Cunadian ll111t~ry H~udquarteru.

t COOkdyUlO Jtroct, 3. I. I,
:.ondon. fJ flU.ID.

~he DlreJtor.
Historioal So~tlon. Qenorol

~tlitt.

IltltloDal Detenu6 HeudqualoterG.
Ot'tQ\"u. CAl .. iJk.

I have t.he honour to yreacnt ti

further report.

:.:. 'fh1d report desoribe!.:! u vltdt to the Headquarters of
the Canudian Corpu'und un interview with Goneral LlaJlsuAAton:
while Boce Renaral notes on the present situation of tho Corps.
btl.80d mainly on dOQumento uVlll1dble at CarJC(Uun llilit:::lry Head­
quurters, urB appended.

VI~IT TO CORPS HEA~UAHTER~

3. I had dQsired to vltJ1t tho Heudquarters of the Cuna-
dian Corps us ooon ufter my arrival in this oountry U8 iJoss1blei
but tho vrolonged 1llnes8 of Brirrudier ~o)e. 3.0.3•• C.ll.H.Q ••
who had promised to take ne thore ~nd introduoe Me. postponed
the visit for about 3. month. Pinull:". us 1;he Brigcd1er'e 1'0­
turn to dl1ty \'lao baing contlllui:i:ly deferred. I ue1zed the
opvt,r1;uni ty 'pro~enttid b:l u vis1 v to Headquarters 011 th~ part of
Lt.-Col. M.A. YOUliG I \l.3.0 •• S.Il •• C.ll.H.Q. I who l:lndly took
me wi th him and introduced me to the Corps Cor:JtJunder Ulld other
offioare. Thl~ was on 29 Januury.

4. The liea1quurteru of the Canadian Corpu i~ ~jtuated

1n a houae known as liEA;J.!.EY C0U:iT. the J>roper"j? of 'the
CUr1Ll?~~-L:rJ~~"i ~anil;,. ubout two JJilc8 frorJ !'~·.·H7;U-EeD, whioh
11 es to the f'!est and Co. little to the north of 1t. The housels
u very lurR8. ru':her jJr6 'Vell"tlouo bu"t not yu:::ticulurly ,;anver.1 ent
structure. uil,; of brie1: lind d:J'V:1n • one would J,{uther. froe
the late V:1otoriun ~eriod. I~ hue u r~:at1voly ru~ired altuu­
tion. It htaC mUKl1i!ioent ardellB partioularly remarkable tor
hed as 011 j-ljJod into vari ouo ~L.ntut:rti0 ahu}Jcc; ~}jC front door 18
u}J,iJrol:lohed uy u drive lined with allah hed~ca. und i"roe the win­
dows ot tho lin~o-roo[J o~ ""," llcas one GeC;J I::l ~~~1It1c pmrden
aundiul whoac gnoDOll und num.crala Ul'~ forL1cu of j.:i Yitl box.

5. ~hiQ house haa acoonrnoduted 'leneral !lul'Qughton's
Heudquartcr3 uinee ~OOO hours on ",0 Jn1:1 1940. when the Head­
quurtero. C.td'liDI;dl :'Oi.WE. opened in it. At 0001 hours on ,,1
July. the followin~ day. tho CAr;'DI J rt"HCE was uboorbed by
7 CO~.eS, of \/h:1.Jh I.lenerul Horaughton took aoontine1- On the 01'­
gunlzution of the C.hl1,bD1A!' CC'HrS (Go Deo. 40) ita Headquarters
oOllt.inued to OOOUP:7 this houae. (On thedo July trunsaotions.
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6. Lt. Col. Young introduoed me to Lleutenant-t}enerlll
JJ:onaU,}H~Oll, \'ho reuelvF.d mo t:1oat klndl~", ~he Gener... l pro­
ceeded to oomment at length on aome que8tlon~ thtit had arisen
out of "tho "VICTClR" exercise uonduoted during the preoeding
....eek. I halve I.!ltlde & msmorscdun ot these remarks, in the be­
lief thtit the ~cnerl:ll wa3 willing to have them reoorded; but
slnoe he jJrefao8d then with I:l apealul injunotion of seareoy
I think it beat not tu ocmnit them to the mull tit the present
t1me.

7. Thtl COlojJB OOULlQnder ver:, kl ndl~ prnnlaed that the
very fullest. fl1oilltiu~ would be given l!1U for m:J 'o1crk. and
t.hat all muter1l:l1 at C01~~)::I Headquarters ','lould be open to me
Without rauervut1on~ E!& dllded of oour~e thut I should be ox­
pected to observe due disoretion, an~ I H88Ul'ad hio that I
thoroughl:, lmder~toud this.

o. lit. lwwheon in "An lteea a little later, I 8at be-
side the Corpu COnlmander and 1;alked with him farther. He
spoke ot v~riou~ 8ubjects, includ1n the C&nadian-Amerloan
Joint defenoe ugreement of 1940 and the mll1tnry aspeots of
the new oonatitut,lontl.l stl:ttUtl of Cannda tlS expreuaed 1n the
std.tute of Ue9ttllni~1;t!l". eta.

9. I WU!:i 1ntroduoed to a lurge nunhor of off1oers at
Corps Heudquul''tert5. ;'11ong them \fere Brigudlor G.R. 'i'URJ1ER,
1I.C., D.C.!! •• the B.G.S. (Cdn); Br1gad1er .1.C. ST}riIART, D._.c.,
the C.C.R.A. (who in the oourse of QonverHH.tion ufter lun­
cheon remurkod on the greut vulue of tho ay teo. pl~tlued in
the lust war. of souding offioers to udviae units on the 1'1"e­
}ldl'atlon of Wdr dldrle.); Br1gudler C.A.P. aURISOJl, C.3.!l ••
M.C., a Cunddlal1 b:T orig11l but a lll'1tiah offloor, the D.;'. &
Q.M.G., who held thi. a))))01ntlJOllt 111 7 Cor»e; Lt.-Col. C.3.
BOOTH. LI.l' •• (THE aIJ'IIIP;<;11 Llf}HT IrFIlI TR~), the D.l~.h.I1.:
Col. J.'3. Q31'E~. li.e •• the Chief Siglllil Offjoer; Cupt. Lord
T\t:';ED3JruIR, O.S.O. (I); Ca))t. J.ord DUI'CAIII'OII. A.D.C. I did
not meet D:dgal1ier C.~.L. H:.iliTZB?:RI1. U.C •• tho Chief Englnetlr.
who was not ~t Heul1quOorters. or Br1gudier lI.C. DB)f.PSE~. D.S.0..
M.C •• the "1.G.3. in e;Je(Jia.l Ohal"ge of operations (Ullo'ther
nlmper1ttl" o~f1oer u}).!.)ointed to ? CorjJs). Cup1"o G.? !!l.!t~r.ItII1,

.?.C.A" \1ho alluwed ~e ubout the building. ia 1r th'e "G" brs!loh
llDder Bri gudler Dell,JSe:!, und remurl:ed 'thut he vms a cjJlendl d
offioer whom he WuG vtJr;, glad of tho OyportHnjt:r to 3erve with.

10. It will be noted thut tho ;Jtatf of the Cunadlan
Corpa 3till iuulllUOU U llertain 1.1UJher of the 3ri t10h oftloers
aj)~Jolnted to 7 COl"lJtd ill JU1~1. 1940. mIst the llltinute situa­
tion will be 11:1 not yet ulear, but jJl"eSlUlubly these officers
will shor'tly be repltloed b;T others from the Cunadian Bervjoe.

11. il.t Hcadlc:, Cour't I tileD I!1et ,- .:9. BIC1::I3S"3?H, Esq ••
who sinoe 3ejltOlJoer 1940 has lJeen ut CorjJtl H.'. utislHting in
the orgoni zation of t.he il.ruy eduoutional J>rogru.'111e. l!r •
Biakcrsteth is 011 leHve !'rom the Univerajt:, of "i'oronto, Where
he Is Wurden of Hart Routie. and Where I knew hin well jn ulvfl
life. 1 had a quarter of an hOlU' or 80 of oonversation w!~h

hiu on the work he hUH been doillg. b,it 88 I hope to deal at
length wi th th~ ednoational )JrograM'16 11l a later report.
when 1 hH.ve had opportlUll ties tor turti.er talk wi th h1m and
wi th Dr. A.E. CHATtlll!, the Direotor of 3dl109tlonal Serv1aes,
I shall not dttonpt H. ]Hirtial deaarljJtion here. 111'. Blcker­
steth ujJjJ9arH to be the only alv111an nt Corpe H.Q. He ccr­
ved in the last Wtir us un offi oer of THE ROVAj. l>:tt~G00I1S.
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ARTICJ~T!: r'on "C:'11aDJ~!' OEOGHA1'HICAL ~'TOUru'kL"

1,. On 1~ Jun. last I recoived a letter written on
19 leo. b t}.I1. DA:.:r.""Il. Esq •• cd1 ~or of tho "Canadion Geo­
graphical Journal". and ~ormlrded to me ~rom Ottawa. It
stated that Ur. Dall~l had jU3t reoeived a lotter from the
Department o! t1ntional Dofenoe quoting the tOTT!10 of a oable
from General Llollaughton (nho Is a 'l1oe-Proo1don~ ot the Cnna­
dian Geographioal 3001cty) whioh auggeatod th~t I shoul~ \rrlto
an articlo on ~hc Dubjcot "Our A:-n:r C'veroouo" whioh gaa re­
qUired for the "Zournal". il.tter cOTJanltot1on wi th the
Senior (lf~locr, C.l1.H.c;. •• I cabled Ur. DBl1:,," that I would
oonsul t Goneral llo!'nughton; and In tho oourSe of my viol t
to Readle? Court on ~9 :8n. I handed ~o Bri~dicr ~rner an
outline of the proj)OQod article. Cn Zl .!nn. Brigadier
Turner visited C.ll.H.Q. and returned to oe thia outline.
with the Corps Comoander's oorulon;s. Sinoe thct time I have
been obie~17 ooau~led In drafting the artlo~e. This morning
1 handed the draft oval' to D. t,.)lst. ond I propose to send
It to Corpa n.Q. ~ar approval bafora puttIng It Into flnol
shape for de9pQ~ah.

13. ~1hl1o \10rk o! thin 30rt 13 not striotly within
my province no ITiJ'torionl offioo~. C.ll.H.Q •• coupiling thia
artiole has beon a deoided advantflge to me. It has ennbled
me to obtain a Dort ot bird'a-eye view o~ the prooeedings of
the Canadian troo~)s in EnEJ1.and during the pnat :rear. and hua
thus u:t'torded r!1B what wl:1. I think.. bo a valuablo back­
ground for my work :rom now on. In tho COUX30 of oompiling
this o')count I huve done a good donI of \Vorl: among the i'lor
diaries 1n tho Hooo:.·ds Of!ioo at t..cton. bu't I have suJ,p16"
mented thia by oon~cruation3 with var~oU3 o~~icorB convcr­
SDflt w1 th tho events -r{hich I havo hod to donI \71 tho In ~hc

nature of thlng3. 1 havo oome oor089 0 good nun:, inoidents
find a9poot3 not sui toble ~or prcGon't publioution. \Vi th thla
in view, 1 yropooe to USc 'this artiole 0.0 n booio tor n re­
port. forwarding a oOPY of it to :rou, 6000m}.lDtl1cd by addi­
tional noto13 !or the f'iloa of the IIistoriOBl Section.

COllPOUI?IOJl OF THE CAI'ADIAll CORPS AI'D
AI'CILLb.R'" ~HOOPS

14, Tho ~rooeDt is C oonvenient o}.lportunity for pre-
senting .lome sonora1 notes on the preaent 8i tuution and
com.loloaition of 'tho Canadian Corps. boood t:lo1nly on o'tlld:l of
variouG doounent3 on file at C.lt.R.U., whioh may po331bly

·be of value to a future 0::10io1 HistorIan.

15. The Canndian Corps. aB 10 ~el1 known, 13 the
suooessor 'to the 7th Corpo, whioh 88 noted abovQ WCL: or­
gani zed under General Uollaughton' B oor.rnand on ~l .."Ul~r 1940.
This Corpo ~a3 pnrt17 Canadian. per'tl? Br1tioh; thi5 being
true of the Corpo statf 8S well a6 o! the ~roop8 oonposing
the Corps. It \"Iua n powerfUl ~orma'tion. includin~ in addi­
tion to tho lut ~anad1Dn Dlvjsion the IDt ~rnoured Dlvlaion,
and the ~nd 110\'1 ~oQland Dl visi on; while ~ho 1st Arm:1 Tank
Brigade waG inoluded anon i tJ Cori'o ':'rooyo. ~e J'ew ~ea ..
land Divioion wse ~e~oved ~ron ita 0rder of Battle in Sep­
tember, 1940 (onenduent to 0rder ot Bottle, doted 15 9cpt.);
but the ,lrnoured ~ivi31on and Arn:- Tank Brigado were still
inoluded up to the ~lnc ot ~ho organi zotion 0: the Canadian
Corps. Generul UcI'uut3l1ton evident1=, rellnquiahod commund of
these ~ornldablc tornations on ~5 DOD. 40, When tho Cana­
dian Cor po una ~ornod. and tho i:nd Canadiun ~tv13ion 090e
under hl~ ~OCI1Qnd. ~holr dopor'ture lOflvce h13 nrdcr of
Battle socor/hat less powerful ~n Qp;Joaranoo 'than it WGS be ..
tcrc~ hut i'll i3 Intcres1iilJg to note thut the Canadian over ..
58'38 arcy ,;rog:'3!DUO ior 1941. announoed by the :tt. Ron. Cr.
Eing on 3 Peb. (~he TimeD. London. 4 ~en 19~1J pro~~oco to
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raise it to a hl~hor point ot power than 1t hUB yet attained,
by provldin~ !ro~ Canndn 3uooosB17e17, 1n adni~lon to fur­
ther Corps troopo ~equlred for the farae now In !"1ngland. (1)
an Arc ~nnk Brigndc; (~l the ~rd Div!clon. mobilized 1n
Canadn 1n the DllmnOr of 1940; nnd (8) on ArnouTcd Div 510n.
Thia wO'lld plaoe under Gonoral Uo!I:!Uf~h.tOr: Q forae cqul va­
lent on p3j;lor to the 7'th Corps at ito grentest strongth ~JluB

one division.

16. There nro now ver~' tow "IMperiol" nnl tn rOMoining
in tho Canadion Corps. ~ho 53rd 11r,ht Ant!-Airora!t Regi­
mont. R.A., waD deleted =ro~ tho ordor o! Battle bj a a~end­

oent o! 5 ?cb 41; ond the only Brit1ah unita Nhl~h I OD~ now
identity 111 11; Wl--;h ~ortulnt~ Brc 6 11.A.C. (Ho~or Ar.lbulnnoe
Convo:! J and 3 l!ob~ Ie la".lndrj.

17. Tho 8U00030170 Ord£ra a! 3attlo and amend~cnts

referred to .o.bovo are found in C.U.H.Q. f1le 1/Portlution3.'G.

rl~OO~1;~frICW3 i'lI':'H THE WAR O1'71C£

18. At the ouggestlan af Brigadier Pope and ~t.-Ool.

Young, I have c:;or:1incd tho c1 nutea of 0. oonferenoe held at
the War Offioo on 17 Jon. 41 for the purpose a~ disoussing
the prov~a1on of Qdd1~10nQl Canadien Ar~7 Troops, the euppl
of equ1I)Mont, ota. This doeunent ia BifP1cd bY' the B.O.S.
(CdD) CdD Corp. and dotod 19 Jon. 41; it i. labelled w!th
file number. 1/104~31",). 1/166(G), aDd 1!1711Gl, end ooyiea
a! j t "ere reae:-ve tor the Odn Corps war dio:!":r. aD 1.he
dooument will be cVQ11~ble ~or future historiaal ~lrpose8

I shall oontent r:l:,solf hero itt ~h oolli ng attention to ,i t8
import~noe and noting B008 of the trends w~1 h ore disoern­
ible in it.

19. At this meeting. 1n addl'tlon to Goneral Uo!laughton,
Brigadier Turner, and Lt.-Col, VOUDg, tho following British
offioors were jlr0gen~: !Jajor-Oen. G.!l. r.1ACR~A~. A.C.I.I}.S.,

War Of:f1oo; H3~or-Gon. A.~~. l~v~, D.~J.D., !lar Offioe; &.nd
Lt.-Col. H.V. \'/A'!'SOJ', G.S •. ~.1J., War 0:ffioa. As outlined
by Gerteral Uaorc!!d:r. 'the object of the rJec~in~ ;'1l19 to arrive
at a mutuallj Bnt19tno~ory lint of Canad10n uni~8 ~o ue pro­
vided uurplus to tho Corps :t:Jroper; 'the War ('tiloe huving
SUBg-::::sted a list to'tialling about ~O,OOO, while Canadian
oounter-vro~osa13 prOVided !o~ about 15,000. An Arpendix
presents both the W.P. proposals and a Buggested 8che~e

(evidontly i1l )u:''t nc;oI) pu~ forward U't the ccct:in by I)eneral
llo~~aughton sUbjoot to approval bj the 0flvornnent of Conada.
In general 'th10 latter soher.w Vlaa ocoeptorl; and it ,,"ue noted
that the agreed li~t. 1rloluding the 1>.:.-rn:r Tank Brigadc whioh
was 8uggol:3ted b:r Cur,uda 1ihough not present in the \1.0. pro­
posal, Qr;Jountod to morc than LO.OOO men. 1'0 cention of tho
future CnY..adian Arl10ured Div1sion ia fOllnd 1n this doouoent.

jO. I have not :ret had un opportuni t:, cf disoussing
theee I!lct'ters ,i th lJcnorol Uol'aughton: but 1ncHoat1 on8 of
the future d1ro3tlon o! devclopnent of the Conadian Cor»s
nnd ito onoillo:7 'troopa. UD no~ envisagod. oan be ooon 1n
the olnutcs o~ 't~i3 oonferenoe. General lIo! nugh~on remarked
that "in genoral terms, the ohie~ re~lirement is to make tho
Canadian ?oroe 8 ooordinated orgon1zat1on rather 't'han a
oolleotion ot' individual unita." SOr.l.O of the points where
d150uasion took plaoe ure perhaps worth noting. Gelleral
llaNaughton desired to hO'VQ Q t10bile Hen':;, An"tl-A1ror~ltt

Regiment, whereas the Wur Offioe hud suggested Q non-mobile
one; and though it \'03 :Jointod out that it m1ght he di!~io111t

to equip a cobilo ona at tho prOHent tiMe. the Con8410n
pro~o3al WSB uooeptod. ~c COt'ps COt!lt=lander had ulso ;ro­
posed one Art:l;l F1 aId Heginent not found 1n t 0 'Jar nf~i oe
list: .snd In tn!u connection he "s'tstod t"tat. nl'thongh it
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would be vrlr'\a:dl~' e Canadiun unit, ~c would bPi prepored to
plaoe it at the disposal of "he Army Comrluntler 1t the nl1i­
t::lry situation 60 requires: i .. 3 Inolu&ion on th10 under­
Bt8nd1n~ WHoH Ilcoeptod b;{ Gonoral Hooread;r 8U it \lould :oe­
lieve the ~rjtl~h of the neoee~i~~ ut provldinK one of these
unit.d ior .~rIQY Troopu. 0' In ~hc ~'tter of lJediun rleg1l11enta.
"Generul llollanghton etcted thM't Conudu hus tukeu :p1'~11L11nary
aot10n to'ilurd.! the urovision 0= thoao on 0 Boule o~ one per
Di v. 8tid 10'1'0 !J€l' Cm.'.>JI:!, or u total of £1 va; tUl u.. ahart-
term poll O~·. ho oon~ider.3 1. v deei ruble to have then on a
aonle of Olle yer D17iaion 01' a totol of throC'." (I have
01noo heard }eneral I!cJ !ltl~ton t:Jpeok of 'the j)rOdllPctlve
five regiments ~8nd ~heir gr~at fire-pO".lor. a1, U 1.

1 1r.dt lJ1vl­
::!ion conferenoe on 15.L'eb.' ~here \fa:,) all;So sane rlisouJsion
over ~eneral Ualbuehon'~ cu~ cl;Stion at ~hrec ~roo~-Currvin~

Companioli: tho D ritjsh 9referen:Je Wati for two of 'thetie and
a Bulk ?e.... rol COf.Jyun:.r. Zhid outiier WH.i not-rI'nflll:" 50t~led.

21. \11 thout going inc .::'urther otu11. it aet:I"1B fair
to ,JonoJ.ude thut tho OaDlidiun mili'tar:r Huthor'tleM in the
United I:'ngdotu urc kee;)ln~ hefore thelQ the dea1rubility of
dcvelo}>lng their iuroa ulung the BaMe linos -;thj oh j,lroved BO
Guoocdsful ill tho hl.st war: rJuklng 1t. that. is. u uelf-oon­
tairlod CnnQd~un iUl'"l1ution ob.yuble of b. lUlogC (leg-ree of Inde­
perldent au~lon. lind }lo.:ls8d:Ji'Dg slJoo1ul strength iT. the tooh­
nioal ~rr'l.J. nut.,bl:" "the artillery. It. UUOfl1S jlrobable th.9.t
When And if olrOltoBtanoes perI'li't tho al"tll1or~" of the Cbllh­
dian torae will bl:! inoreaHed beyond tho ordinary Bouln of
8t.rength 1n the sl::tmo manner aH In 1917-18. The deMire to
&odd strong urr!lullred oOfllPonent.a to the forae. and to keep the
whole 8l;f tlollIYe H3 pO!l91blC. iu uleo ob~'ioue. ilhut seens to
bo in vieil Ii,; a COT)JO wt.ic:h will have unt 30 muoh tltriking­
J)ower un(iflr t.hu conni'Uoll:J o~ to-duy au tho old Call1...dill.n
Corpd had under the condi tiona of 1910,- and otle whi oh aan
be ercplo:;cd Li.U a t:lelf-aont:linod national un! t.

THJl.: EQUI1>l{}~lT SITUA~lON

~G. 11he tHllile docunent ufforna information 011 Jome
aspeJts of thd ;redent. state of the problem (If pro'Tiding
equiPlQtnt. Ilt this l10etiYlg ut the Utu· rf 100 flenorul
lJotlou~ton l:lentionetl that di:f'ficultitHJ ;'1t:!re arising through
the 1tl0k ot o'lllipment. aml u~l:et1 for ~l1J..'ther liIUI..lUuree to en­
sure "tlt least a rcullonoble 'training ROHI'l". In rcplv,
~enerul lluareudy 38ve the iuatd in oonneotion ~ith certain
itomo of cqul Jmellt. iudioating thet vdth rOB)Jeot to Li~Vtt
Anti-.&lraruft 4~rtiller:r produotiou was oJlti9fHotor;,; t.hat
it wae ouoh It::;;~ ~o wi,;h r08j,Je:Jt to !~cd$lln Art-iller:,. the
new 5.fi-iuJh waupon ouninl1 in VOl':r alo',il"T; thut ull Pield
Regiments ohould have :;5-)ollndora b7 l!uroh. 19'12; and thut
t.hore id a grsb't and 3eriou.:I luck of lUlrrelH for untl-tank
guns. './hi tJh TOOY be sO!'le\1hut rolievecl b:, jlrotluo'tion In Canada
begirming l::tlJout .Tune. 1941. ~h13 i6 ctlOU$ ~o indioate that
tho urr'lliJlent ditubtion 1u still far froI!l sat13tllo'tor~f. It 10
olenr 3lHo that 'the progl"anae in! tinted 1n CanH.da ifI the
spring of 1940 \lill onl,r begin to produoe large reaults in
the Bl1m!Jer ot 1941; end preaumubl:t it wl11 be longer before
it. oan really influenoo the oour~a o~ the war.

I haYe t.hfl honour to be,

Sir.

VOUT obodiel'i"t# servant.

(Copied in Historical
Bection, Ju14},)

(.oll¢.) C.P. 5tnoey

rC• .? ~1;l\oey)ll" lor.
Hi '~tor i Oli1 "==i cor, C.U.}{. '!.




