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The Operation at DIEPPE, 19 Aug 42.
Part II : The ixecutlon of the Operatlion.
Tection 1 : Ueneral oukline and riank httacka.

1a An earliler Heport (No. 100) has dealt with the
prellininaries of the I'IEPFE operation of 19 Aug 42. The
present Neport conslista of & brlilef general outline of the
operatlion ltself, lollowed by & more detalled account of
events in the four lank sectors (BERENIVAL:; YARRNGFVILLE;
U183 POURVILLE).

THE PLAN OF THE OFERATION

2. In the previous Lleport the course of planning
for the operatlon has been described, and the successlve
chisnges 1in the plan noted. It 1s convenlent at thils
point to outline the plun under which the atteck was
actually delivered on the morning of 19 Aug 428. The
very compendious mllitary orders for the operation will
be found in the "Detaliled ¥ilitary Plan", attached to
Viar Dliary, "G", H.Q. 2 Cdn Div for August, 1942, and
published, less certaln Appendicesa, as an Appendix to the
Combined Report (C.B. 04244). No written Brigade or
Unit orders were lsaued, except by 14 Cdn Army Tk Bn.

Se The general scheme of the rald, as already
deacribed at some length, comprehended attacks on the two
flanklnyg coast defence butteries near BHERNEVAL and
VARENGEVILLE by Briltish troops of the Special Service
Brigade (Nos. & and 4 Commendos, respectively). These
batteries, if not eilenced, would seriously endanger our
ships and craft lying off DIEPPE. Simultaneocusly, attacks
were to be delivered by Cunadlian troops on the two flank
beaches closer to the town. The Royal Feglment of Canada
was to land at UITS and selze the hicadland lmmediately
east of DIEPFE. The South Saskatchewan Regiment was to
land at FOURVILLY and establish a bridgehead, through
whilch the Gueen's Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada,
landing half an hour later on the same beach, would
edvance and attack the aercdrome of DIEPPE~-ST.AUBIN and,
1f time permitted, the Divisionul Headquarters belleved
to be located at ARQUIS~-LA-DATAILLE.

4. All four of these flunk attucks were timed for
0450 hras, Fritish Summer Time. (On the relation of this
time to light conditions, see C.B. 04244, para. 40.
#inutea of Force Commanders' meeting, 18 Jul 42, (War
Dlary, "G", HeQe. 2 Cdn Div, August, 1648, Appx. 53) are
confused, referring to 0450 hrs as fifteen minutes after,
end 08520 hrs as one hour after, the beginning of nautical
twilight. Brigsdler Mann conflirms that 0520 nrs was
calculated as half an hour after the beginning of nautical
twilight, this beling the earlliest time at which the H.A.F.
could see for low-level attacka.,) The success of these
flank landings would depend very largely upon the achleve-
ment of surprlse, and upon the landing craft touching down
while 1t was still sufficiently dark to make it difflcult
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ror enemy gunners who might be on the alert to seco th&-
targets. No arrangements, thserefore, wers mede for naval
fire support on theése beaches in the [irst phase.

#8s A o O ¢ Half an hour after the delivery of the flank

nycatitmoks, l.e. at 0BR20 hrs, a frontal &ttack was to be

s wmno wr@elivered apon the beach 1n front of the town of DIEFPE ltselfl

_by two badtalions of 4 Cdn Inf Bde. The lsgsex Scottish would

attack the esstern half (designated RID BFACH), and the

Noyel Hamilton Light Infentry the western half (designated
JHITE BPVACH)., Slmultaneously with the land of these unlts,
the Cirst wave of tanks of 14 Cdn Army T Bn (three troops)
was to land, followed by further waves.

€. The progress of these tanks was to be asslsted by

8 Beach Assault party of Hoyal Canadlian Lnginesrs, the
functiona of which were to ald the tanks in crossing the beach
and the Isplanade wall, to detect and cleur mlneflelds, and

to destroy wilth explosives the -heavy road-blocks closlng the
heads of the streets facing the beach. The tanks were to
eross the isplenade wall, wherse 1t was low, wilth the
asslstance of tracks of chestnut paling, and where 1t was

high by means of timber crib ramps vullt by the Ingineers.
Further detalls will be f'ound Lelow.

7. The assault on the maln beaches wes to be
supported by an attack upon the beach defences and subsequently
upon the front row-of bulldings by rlighter alrcraft armed
with cannon. This attack would begin about 0515 hrs,

shift to the bulldings as the troops touched down, &nd
continue until 05686 hrs. At 0515 also two gun-positlions
south of DIEPPE would be attacked by llurricane bombars

and day bombers. (Combined Plan, "JURILIE", para. 28

and Appendix "E", p. 1l.) In addition four deatroyers

and "Locust" were to bombard the front of the town for about
ten minutes, {rom.the time when landling craft were one

mlle from the beach untll they touched downj; thls
bombardment would then shift to the east and west headlands
and continue for fifteen minutes more (Haval Operation
Orders, "JURILEE": Orders for Naval Supporting Fire).
Alreraft were to lay smoke over the eastern headland

at 0BlO hrs to blind the gunners there. Imoke would be

lald by the Navy to cover the landing craft approachlng

the various beachea only 1f' heavy eneuy fire was encountered.
(Combined Plan, "JURILEE", aAppx "r", p. 1; Naval Operation
Orders, Instructions for Imoke.

8. The tanks landed on the maln beaches were to

press on and asslst In clearing German gun positlions south
of the town and in capturing the entrenched posltlion west of
LES QUATRE VENTS FANMM. The tunks were also to assiast

the Camerons In capturing the aserodroms and the Divislonal
Headquarters,

Ve The ReH.L.I. were to co-operate wlth the S.5ask.R.
in clearing up the situation In the srea of LES QUATRE VENTI
PARY and' to the south-west of LI PPE generally. The 7Tissex
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Scottlish were to seize the harbour area, including the east
slde of the harbour; take possesslon of the armed trawlers
in the harbour, with the asslstance of tanks and a detachment
of the Royal Marine "A" Commando to be landed by H.M.S.
"Locust" and Fighting French Chasseurs; and clear and secure
the area to the south-east of DIEPPE, ineluding NEUVILLE, and
link up with the R.Regt.C,

10, The result of these operations, it was hoped, would
be the establlshment of a perimeter covering the whole town
of DIEPPE, outside of which the Camerons and the tanks would
operate against their special objectives, Covered by this
perimeter, the demolition parties of the Royal Canadilan
Engineers would carry out their tasks. The englneer
demolltion plan was very comprehensive and very detalled.
Details may be found in "2 Cdn Div R.C.E, Demolition
Instructions", dated 15 Jun 42 (War Diary, "G", H.Q. 2 Cdn
Div, August 1942, Appxs 59), The general plan, including
‘some aspects (preaumably late addlitions to the plan) not
included in these Instructions, 1s summarized in Brigadier
Mann's lecture notes as follows:

esqeelt 1s doubtful if any programme for the destruction
of objectives of a slimilar nature has ever been so
completely and scientifically prepared. Personnel had
been sent on speclal courses to study the destruction

of partlicular objectivea, the stores had been especially
prepared, and the parties rehearsed in their dutles.

These tasks. included the destruction of dock
facilitles, brildges, rallway Installatlions, a tunnel
and numerous other targets. The plan also included
a well arranged traln wreck, which was a saboteur's
dream. A number of cars were to be derailed well
inside the tunnel, and then a train with a good load
of explosives was to be sent in with open throttle,
Col. Labatt wasted no time in changing his plans when
he dlscovered that his intended HQ was sited Immediately
on top of the tunnell

There was one other task which unfortunately we

were unable to accomplish, We had obtained positive
informatlon as to the exact locatlon of 2,300 naval

. torpedoes with War Heads of one ton of explosivea each.
The engineers, with great delight had arranged for a
simultaneous detonation of this treasure. The ldea was
to fire a parting salute by a time fuze, when the
expedlition was well on its way back towards England, and
finally, it had been part of the combined plan for a
cutting out force of the RN, assisted as required by the
RCE, to remove some 40 German invasion barges which the
Royal Navy deslired to borrow.

(Lecture Notes: The Combined Services
Rald on Dleppe, 19 Aug 42, p. 4.)

11. As none of this most carefully prepared programme
of demolitions in the town itself was actually carried out,
it seems unnecessary to rehearae it in greater detail. It
may be pointed out, however, that the railway tunnel referred
to 1is south-west of DIEPPE and immedlately east of APPEVILLE.
Its destruction would have Interrupted rallway communication
with both LE HAVRE and ROUEN for a very considerable time,
The demolitions proposed in the harbour area, including the
destruction of the bridges and the large number of cranes
there, would simllarly have rendered the harbour largely
useless for a long period,
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12, Very detalled plans had been made for the w.x-
drawal at the close of the operation. In this phase use was
to be made of the one battalion of ‘infantry (Les Fusiliers
Mont-Royal) which had been provided as a floating reserve.
Thils unit was to provide the rear guard covering the re-
embarkation, on the west side of the harbour, and would share
with the Fssex Scottish; who had the same duty on the east
side, the distinction of being the last unit to re-embark,
The perimeter was to be narrowed in successlive -phases, and
all troops were to be withdrawn by way of DIEPPE itself, where
the deep harbour would facilitate re-embarkation. (On the
withdrawal, see Detailed Military Plan, Appx "F".)

THE PASSAGE OF THE CHANNEL

13, The naval arrangements for the passage of the
Channel are described-in detall in C.B. 04244; which provides
diagrams., As noted above, the total number of ships and
craft Involved, exeluding minesweepers, was 252; and to
move this great number of vessels across the Channel without
detection by the enemy, without mishap, and on a timetable,
was a most difflcult and complicated task, -It was carried
out with almost complete success,

14, The task was complicated by the existence of an
enemy minefleld threugh which it was necessary to sweep
passages. Two such passages were swept on the night of
18/19 Aug by the 9th and 13th Minesweeping Flotillas, These
passages were 1ln positions previously carefully laid down,
and when swept were marked by dimly lighted "dan" buoys.

15, The force sailed in thirteen Groups, of which the
first four comprised the Infantry landing ships and thelr
escort of small armed vessels. Groups 5, 6 and 7 consisted
of the personnel landing craft and their escort, and Groups
8 to 12 of the tank landing craft and thelr escort. Group
13 comprised the seven Fighting French Chasseurs and H.M.S.
"Alresford". -

16. In H.M. destroyer "Calpe" were the lllitary and
Naval Force Commanders, accompanied by Air Commodore Cole,
the representative of the Air Force Commander, Air-Vice-
Marshal Leigh-Mallory himselfl remained at H.Q. 11 Fighter
Group, at UXBRIDGE, which was considered the best point for
controlling the action of his squadrons, "Calpe" led four
other destroyers and the iInfantry landing ships through the
Western passage In the minefield.

17. In H.M:; destroyer "Fernle" was a duplicate head-
quarters which could function in command of the operation

in the event of-the destruction of "Calpe". The senlor
military officer in "Fernie" was Brigadier Hann. The
Detalled Military Plan provided that he should assume
command in the event of General Roberts becoming incapacita-
ted; while 1n the event of Brigadler Mann's becoming a
casualty the command would pass to Brigadier Seutham,
commanding 6 Cdn Inf Bde, and from him, in case of necessity,
to Brigadier Lett, commanding 4 Cdn Inf Bde, and then to
Lt,-Col. G.P. Henderson,

18, "Fernie" led the L.C.Ps. and L.C.Ts. through the
Eastern channel in the minefield,

19, The minefield was passed in safety, although not

in quite the manner laid down; for the infantry landing
ship "Queen mma" lost touch with the destroyers whom she

was supposed to follow and passed through the Eastern instead
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of the ‘"estern channel, "with Groups l, 2 and 3 in company”;
and H,M.9, "Locust" failed to find either of the channels
and (alded possibly by her shallow draught) passed through
the minefield itself in safety.

20, ~ Having passed the minefleld the force fell into
formation with Groups 1, 2, 3 and 5 in front, followed by
Group 4 and then Croup 8. Next came COroups 6, 7 and 9,
followed in turn by Oroups 10 and 11, OGroups 13 and 12, in
that order, brought up the rear., The starboard or western
flank was covered by the destroyers "Oarth", "Berksley",
"Albrighton™ and "Bleasdale", and the port or eastern flank
by the destroyers "Slazak"” (Polish) and “"Brocklesby" (C.B.
04244, Diagram VI, opposite p.l0). »

2l. The weather was rfino and clear, and the sea
ubsolutely calm (Statement of Lieut. F. Royal).

a2z, Two unfortunate minor accildents marred the passage
and caused a considerable number of casualties. At about
1710 hrs, before the Force salled, an acclident took place on
board H.M.3. "Duke of Wellington", when a grenade exploded
-among men of the Black Wateh of Canada. This explosion
occasioned nineteen casualties, one fatal (War Diary, R.H.C.,
August, 1942: Appx 10). A precisely similar incident took
place among the men of the South Saskatchewan Regiment on
board H.4.5. "Invicta"™ about 2330 hours., This explosion
caused seventeen casualties among "C" Company (War Diary,
S.8ask.R., 18 Aug 42). Pte. Haggard of this unit attributed
the explosion to carelessness while cleaning grenades.

235. The "small Naval demonstration” off BOULOGNE
provided in the plan (Feport ¥0.100, para. 44) was duly made
by three motor gunboats between 0330 and 0450 hrs, but seeus
to have been ineffective. Depth churges and smoke floats
were dropped, but "No enemy ships were slghted and there
were no searchlights or other activitles observed on shore"
(C.B.04244, note to para. 28).

ENCOUNTER WITH ENEMY VESSELS,Y

24. ‘At 0347 hrs, almost éxactly one howr ‘before ZLero,

a most unfortunate encounter took place with enemy vessels

at a point about seven miles from the coast of France. Group
5 of the British force, consist of 25 personnel landing
craft oscorted by S.0.H.5, M.L.346 and L.C.P.(L) 1, and
carrying No.3 Commando, destined for YHLLOW I and YELLOW II
beaches, encountered a group of "at least five enemy craft"
(Report of Commander D.B. Wyburd, commanding Group 5, Appx 7
to Fnclosure No., 15, Feport of 'Naval Force Commander). This
group has been deascribed as a tanker escorted by a number of
armed coastal craft; but the tanker 1s not mentioned in the
reports either of Commander Nyburd or the laval Forece
Commander, although Commander Wyburd speaks of "a small
German tanker of some 200 tons" which subsequently (at 05356
hrs) was encountered by M.L. 346 and fired on, with the result
that her crew abandoned her and she drifted ashore. Theae
enemy vessels ought perhaps to have been Iintercepted by
"Slazak"” and "Brocklesby", which as above explained were
covering the port flank of the flotlillas; these destroyers
however were not In c¢lose company with Group 5; and indeed
they took no part in the actlion which followed. The Command-
ing Offlicer of "Slazak", who was senior, believed, 1t appears,
that the flre came from the shore, and this bellef resulted
‘4dn Oroup 5 beling deprived of the protectlon which it should
have recelved from the destroyers., This offlcer's report
(Appx 28 to Fnoclosure Ho. 13, Report of Naval Force Commander)
notes under 0350 hrs merely "Saw tracer and starshell fired
in shore", The Naval Force Commander expresses the opinion
that this officer was gullty of "an error of judgment", and
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observes that in such operatlons in future it would b.etter
to ensure that British offlcers are 1ln command of all
detached units (C.B. 04244, para. 917).

25. A violent engagement took place between .G.BE.H5,
supported shortly by L.C.F.(l) 1, and the Uerman vessels.
In this fighting, S5.0.5.5 was badly damaged and the group
of landing craft completely scattered. The result was to
destroy any possibllity of No. 3 Commando delivering its
attack on the battery at BERNIVAL, known by the specilal
code name "GOIBBILS", with anytnilng like complete success.

26, This encounter accordingly had a bad effect upon
the fortunes of the operatlon generally. Nevertheless,
there 18 no evlidence that this engagement seven miles
offshore gave definite warning to the enemy of the approach
of the ralding force; that 1s to say, no evidence has been
found that any actual messege was passed announcing the
presence of landing craft. However, the possibility must
presunably be reckoned with that this nolsy engagement, in
which moreover a great deal of tracer amsunlition was flired,
may have increased the alertness of the JGerman posts along
the coast, particularly on the eastern sector of the area
to be ralded. '

27. It may be noted that durlng the encounter wlth
the convoy a Canadian naval offlcer, Sub.=-Lt. C.D. Wallace,
HeCaNeVelRe, Boat Officer for Lthe Flotilla Officer of the
lst L.C.Pe.(L) flotilla, in L.C.P.(L) 42, was killed,

GEHERAL OQUTLINE OF THE OPIRATION

28, A8 the operatlon whlch now began was a very
complicated one and dlvided into a number of separate
incldents taking place at different polints, it can be dealt
wlth only by consldering each urea separately. It soems
deslrable, however, to begin with a very brief outline of
the general course of the operatlion, in order that cach part
of the larger story may be coumprehensible to the reader.

29, The two castern flank attacks, at BFRN*VAL and UITS,
were almoat total fallures. At BIERNEVAL & very small

party of lNo. 3 Commando succeeded in getting ashore on
YULLOW T BEACH and interfered with the rfire of the (German
coastal battery ror some time by sniplng. It was unable

to capture the battery, but its actlion was extremely useful.
Other parties of this unit landed on YELLOW II BEACH but

no one belonging to them returned. At PUITS, the Royal
Regiment of Canada, landed late and in dayllight, was cut

to pleces on the beach and was unable to clear the headland
east of DIFPPE as provided in 1ts orders.

30. The western flank attacks, at VARFNOEVILLE and
POURVILLE, were much more successful. No. 4 Comuando
completely destroyed the coastal battery at VARENGEVILLE
and the German garrison there. The South “askatchewan
Regiment landed successfully at FOURVILLE, but did not
succeed in developing i1ts brlidgehead as had been hoped,
partlicularly on the east alde. The Cameron Highlanders
of Canada also landed with slight loss, and the main body
of the unit penetrated inland for about two miles, but
being unsupported by the tanks landed at DIFPFE did not
succeed in reaching the aerodrome or the Divislonal
Headquarters which were 1ts objectives. The two Cunadlan
units were withdrawn from the same beach on whlch they hud
landed, losing heavily 1In the process,
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Sle On the main beaches in front of DIEPPE success was
small. The failure to clear the headlands on elther silde
resulted in these beaches being exposed to very heavy enfllade
fire.' The Royal Hamilton Light Infantry and the Fssex Scottish
were in consequence largely pinned down on the beach, and had
very heavy losses. Small parties of these units fought thelr way
into the town, but the enemy defensive system as & whole was

not broken, These statements apply equally to Les Fusillers
Mont-Royal (the floating reserve) which was subsequently

landed,

52, Of the tanks which were landed only a very few
(possibly one troop) actually penetrated into DIEPPE, Several
got on to the Fsplanade and did useful work there; but flre
was so hot that the Fnglneers were unable to breach the road-
blocks acrosa the heads of the streets, and thls prevented
most of them from getting further. A conslderauble number of
tanks were stopped on the beach before reaching the lsplanade
wall,

33, In consequence of thils situation, 1t was limpossible
to carry out the demolition tasks proposed, and withdrawal

was ordered for 1100 hrs. It was carried out under very heavy
fire, and the result was that many men could not be evacuated
from the beaches, Shortly after 1300 hrs most of the men
remaining on the main beaches surrendered. ©Somewhat less than
half of the whole Canadian force embarked returned to England,

54, ' The events in the various areas wlll now be
described separately in greater detail.

THE FLANK ATTACKS: THE PORTUNES OF THE COMMANDOS,
I: NO. 3 COMMANDO,

55, No, 3 Commando, commanded by Lt.-Col. J.F. Durnford-
Slater, had been destined, as already explained, for the
attack on the (jerman coast defence battery known to exist at
310719 at the north end of the village of BERNEVAL-LE-GRAND.
The Commando was to land in two sections on the beaches kxnown
as YELLOW I and YFLLOW II, the former at the village of PT.
BERNEVAL, east of the battery, and the latter north-east of
BELLEVILLE-SUR-MER and west of the battery. Both of these
beaches were narrow, but this was especially true of YLLLOW II
where the width was only 100 yards, and the access inland was
by a narrow gully, scarcely more than & chimney,

56, As already noted, the encounter with the enemy
convoy made the full executlon of the task of No. 5 Commando
impossible, Of the 23 L.C.P.(L)s of Group 5, four had falled
to reach the scene of the naval encounter because of englne
trouble; four others were damaged during the actlon but
succeeded in returning; five attached themselves to 38.G.B.5,
and three to L.C.F.(L)l, after the action; - while seven landed
their troops. Only four of these seven returned. (Report of
Commander Wyburd.) ’

37 The Naval Operation Orders for the operation provided
that the Senior Officer of Group 'S ‘would ‘break wireless sllence
and report, "if by delays or casualties it 1s the opinion of
the senior mllitary officer that the success of the landing

at YELLOW beach is serlously jeopardised" (Naval Operation
Order No. 1, para. 32 (c¢)). Commander Wyburd was however
unable to comply with thils instructlion owing to the destructlion
of the wireleas installatlions on S.C0.B.5, and on other craft
which Commander Wyburd encountered. The Force Commanders in
"Calpe", in consequence, received no report of the misfortune
until 0610 hrs, at which time the "Calpe" Intelligence Log
records, "Gp 5 dispersed by enemy", and no full report upon
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the encounter until "about 0630" hrs, when Comm&nder’burd
and Lt.=~Col. Durnford-3later reached the headquarters ship
in an L.C.P.(L) (Report of Commander Wyburd).

38, Certain of the landing oraft of Group 5, however,
had pushed on on theilr own responsibllity and made a gallant
attempt to complete their tasks, Five of these landing
ceraft, and subsequently a sixth, reached YELLOW I BFACH and
landed their troops under covering fire from M.L.546, the
five craft touching down at 0510 hrs, twenty minutes late,
Heavy opposition was encountered lmmediately after landing,
and it appears that none of the troops landed here succeeded
in reaching the battery which was their objective, and as none
of the men of No, 3 Commando landed on this beach returned to
England little can be sald of the events here, When an
attempt was made to withdraw troops from YELLOW I BEACH at
0700 hrs, the Naval Beachmaster and the Beach Signal party
were taken off under heavy fire but no soldiers were seen.
(C.B. 04244, paras, 75-82,) It is apparent that the troops
landed at this point were held up and ultimataly over-
whelmed,

39. On YFLLOW II BEACH one landing craft, L.C.P.(L) 15,
succeeded In landing 1ts troops, flive minutes before zero.
The Boat Officer of this craft was Lieut. H.T. Buckee,
R.NR.V.R. The passengers were three officers and 17 other
ranks of No., & Commando, the senior millitary offlicer being
Ma jor Peter Young. Sub~Lt. D.J. Lewls, R.C.N.V.R., was on
this craft as Beachmaster, but was not permitted to land.
Mr. Lewls, in an account written at Canadlan Military
Headquarters on 24 Aug 42, describes how Major Young and
Lieut. ifuckee conferred together, after the encounter with
the convoy, and decided, in splite of this misfortune, to
persevere and do thelr utmost to carry out their tasks,
Accordingly, L.C.P.(L) 16 went in to YFLLOW II BEACH, and
the party of 3 Commando landed without opposition, and were
seen to vanish "up the gulch",

40, This party acted with the greatest courage and
initiative, and while an actual attack on the enemy battery
was wholly out of the question, all of the three sections
into which the Commando party was divided after landing got
withln about 200 yards of it and sniped it for about an hour
and a half. The German gunners, 1ln addition to replying
with rifle fire, traversed one of the battery's heavy guns
round and attempted to use 1t agalnst the snilpers. During
the time that the Commando party was In action, the fire of
the battery against our shipping was certalnly ‘ineffective,
and it 1s doubtful, iIndeed, whether it ever became effective.
Brigadier Mann comments, "As far as I Know, no effective
fire from the battery at BFRNEVAL developed - due to the
actioq of 3 CdO...oThelr work was very good and probably
vital".

41, Major Young's party subsequently withdrew to
YELLOW II BUACH. Here Lieut. Buckee with L.C.P.(L) 15 duly
met them, and the whole party was safely re-embarked by
0810 hrs, L.C.P.(L) 15 then returned to Englard,

42, The bold action and extraordinary good fortune of
this single craft and the Commando troops who were its
passengers 1s a very bright spot in the general gloom of
events on the eastern flank beaches. Thdat 20 soldiers
should land completely unsupported, should succeed in Inter-
fering effectively with the actlion of an enemy battery, and
should subsequently be withdrawn without loss by the same
eraft which put them ashore, constitutes & truly remarkable
eplsode, Major Young and Lleut. Buckee both received the
De8406 '
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43. The above account of the actlion of No. 3 Commando
1s based upon that in C.B. 04244, supplemented by the reports
of the verlous Naval commanders (especlally that of Comnander
Wyburd) and the personal narrative of Sub-Lt. D.J. Lewls,

It should be noted that Commander Wyburd states that nelther
Lt.~Col, Durnford-Siater nor himsélf had any knowledge of any
landing belng made on the YELLOW Beaches until thelir return
to NEWHAVEN.

THE FLANK ATTACKS THE FORTUNES OF THE COMMANDOS.
II: KO« 4 COMMARDO.

44. On the extreme right or western flank of the
operation, Ho. 4 Commando, commanded by Lt.-Col. Lord Lovat,
MeC., who had distingulshed himself In earlier ralds and had
been assoclated with Canadlan troops in Operation "ABERCHOMBIL"
(see Report No. Bl), was completely successful in its attack
upon the German battery near VARENGREVILLE. The good luck

of this Commando, which was the only mllitary unit engaged

in the operation to capture all 1tas objJeéctives, was in

curlous contrast with the 11l luck encountered by No. 3
(ommando on the opposite [lank,

45. The objective of No, 4 Commaendo was a battery of
six 15-cm. coast defence guns, sltuated at 152673, south-west
of the village of VARTHNGIVILLE-NUR-MER. This battery was
known to the attackers by the speclal code name "NESS",

No. 4 Commando was to land on two beaches designated ORANCE I
and ORANGE II. The former was a very narrow beach at
VASTERIVAL; the latter was the eastern sectlon of the much
longer beach near QUIBERVILLE, which the planners had
considered as a possibility for the landing of tanks.

46. Lord Lovat's force was composed of 252 all ranks,
including & small party of United States Rangers (the unit's
Operation Order refers to "7 attached allled personnel”).

It was transported in "Prinece Albert" and put ashore in
L.C.A8. Although some craft presumed to be enemy were seen
whille the latter were on thelr way to shore, they were
successfully avolded. The troops touched down almost
exuctly at zero, those on ORARCE I belng approximutely three
minutes late,

47. The plan was for one party, "Group 1", composed
of 88 all ranks and commanded by Major D. Nills-Roberts,
to land at ORANCF I and engage the battery from the north
with a 3-inch mortar, while the main body, "Group 2", 164
all ranks, under Lord Lovat, landed at ORANGE 1I, made a
detour and attacked the battery from the rear.

48. Major Kills-Roberts' party used two Pangalore torpedoe
to clear wire obstructing the cleft leading to the top of the
eliff, but the noise of these was at least partlally drowned
by that made by flghter alrcraft then engaged in attacking
the bnttar{. The mortar sectlon reached the cliff top
successfully, and the party advanced close to the battery.
Spall-arms fire was opened, and & <-inch mortar also opened
fire. 1s mortar hit with its third shot the charges
stacked beslde the German guns ready for use. These blew

up at 0607 hrs, and the battery never fired agaln. The
S=inch mortur subsequently came Into actlon and the battery
site was kept under heavy small-arms fire,

40. Lord Lovat's party landed on ORANGE II, and although
the landing was opposed and there was some loss from mortar
fire, the attacking force got across the beach wire and
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penetrated inland slong the bank of the Hlver SAANY, After
going about ‘1600 yards, they turned left to the wood of
ELANCHMENIL LE BAS, They then organized for the attack, and
one troop, while moving to its concentration area on the
edge of the wood, destroyed a party of about 35 OGerman
soldlers preparing for a counter-attack on-Hajor Hills-
Roberta' party.

50. At 0620 hrs, precisely on schedule, cannon flghters
delivered a low~level attack on the battery. "This was only
partly successful as the sguadron came in mlxed up with
Focke~-Wulfs" (lotes from Theatres of War, No. 1ll, p.15).

Lord Lovat’s force then attacked wlith the bayonet, croasing
250 yards of open ground swept by machine-gun flre. In a
short time all the enemy positlons were cleared, and the
whole garrison of the battery were kllled wlth the exceptlion of
four men who were taken prisoners. Captain P.A. Porteous
particularly distinguished nimself during this attack. In
spite of having been three times wounded, he took command of
"EF" Troop, which had lost both 1ts officera, and led it in
the sssault. HNe was subsequently awardod the Victoria Cross.

81. Reslstance having been ligquidated, the slx guns of
the battery were blown up, five of them at 0650 hrs and the
s8ixth a 1little later. An eneny patrol coming from the
directlion of STF. MARGUFRITE, west of the battery, was
ambushed and shot up by part of "A" Troop, which had landed
with Group 2 and moved by the shortest route to a poslition
between STE, MARGUIRITE and the battery with preclsely thls
function in view. : -

b2. Before the force withdrew, the bodies of the men
who had fallen were collected on the battery site, and the
Unilon Jack was run up above them. The men of No. 4 Commando
then withdrew to ORAWGE I RIACH under desultory sniplng rire.
Re=embarketion began at 0730 hrs, and although German
artillery was flring, the shells burst some 500 yards to the
westward, causling no casualtles,

bS. Lord Lovat was now able to report hls success to
the headquarters ship and to the C.C.0. The report to the
latter ran &s follows:

08560 hra ‘Yvery one of gun crews finished wilth
bayonet. QK by you
In file Ops S=4~1-2 Div, vol. II,
from H.(Q. 1 Cdn Corps, now in Records .
Office, ACTON.) -

The Commando wounded were transferred to H.i.S. "Fernle"
about 0900 hrs, and the detachment of No. 4 Comaando then
returned to Englaend In 1its L.C.As,.

54, In thils very brilllant affalir, a model of bold
action and successful synchronization, No. 4 Commando lost
two offlcers and ten other ranks killed, three officers and
17 other ranks wounded, nine other ranks wounded and missing,
and four other ranks missing. As a result of the action of
No. 4 Commando, heavy casualties and materlal losses were
inflicted on the enemy. A most formidable German battery
was completely destroyed and the safety of our ships lying
of £ DIFPPE durlng the reusainder of the operatlon was thereby
very materlally enhanced.

55. The very brief account pglven above of the operations
of No. 4 Commando is based on C.B. 04244, supplemented by
the unit's Operation Order ("G" War Diary, H.Q. 8 Cdn Div,
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August 1942, Appx. 58). Several details are drawn from
Notes from Theatres of War, No, 11 ¢ Destruction of a
German battery by No. 4 Commando auring -the Dieppe Raid
{War Office, February, 1945). otatistlics derive from this
account, which 1s later and therefore probably more accurate
tharn. C.B. 04244,

56. The accounts of the action of Nos. 3 and 4 Commandos
have been checked against the reporte submitted by these
units, coples of which were recelived by the writer after the
above account had.been drafted. These reports include
individual statements by Lt.-Col. Lord Lovat, Major lllls
Roberts, Lt.=-Col. Durnford Slater and Major Young.

'_T!HZ CANADTIAN FPLANK ATTACKS, I : BLUE REACH.
THE POYAL REGIMENT OF CANADA.

. 57, As already explained above, the task of the Royal

Regiment of Canada, commapndsd by Lt.,-Col. D.E. Catto, was to
land on BLUL HBEACH and clear the commanding headland

. Imnediately east of DIEPPE. The unlt, deslgnated for this

operation by the code name "LGUS", was to land at Zero (2450
hrs) on a beach only 200 yerds long snd flanked on either
sids by lofty ecliffs. In the gully beyond ths beacl. lay the
village of "UITS,

Tnhe Role of the Royal Heglument

58, The Detalled M1litury Flan provided (Appendix “DW)
for one conpany of the regiment to deal with light antl-aire
craft guns which mignt exist at 268697, on the eactern slde
of the gully, and subsequently, il necessaryy with barracks
believed to exlist at LiS GLYCINES Hollday Camp. One platocn
of this company would then clear machine-gun posts in the
area 268704. Anothor company would deal with & heavy antie
aircraft battery at 245693 (actually, £43694), near the edge
of the c¢liff west of PUITS, and with light autl-alroraft guns
in the same pgeneral region, It would mop up German marinea
in the coast=pguard houses on the clilf west of FUITS and
would subsequently establish contuact wivh the _ssex Scottish,
who were to croas the harbour "rom the west, The maln body

. of the battallon (which, assuaing that Appx "D" of the

Detalled Military Flan treats the attached company of the
Black satch ms an addlisional company of the Hoyais, would
amount to Battalion Headguarters and three companles) was to
attack a 4-pun battery at 20686856 (an enlrenched position
south of the village of PUIPS), and would &lso deal with
light anti-airerar’t guns and machine-guns forming part of the
same defensive system. Subseguently the Royal Neglument was
iff possible to selize the Gasworks at 243675, and protect the
ReC.E. demolitlion party charged with deatroying them. There-
after the battallon would go into brlgade reserve,

" 50, The Royal Reglment took with it a detachment of 3

LeAdAa Regt, R.C oA, and one of 4 Pd F‘.egt, ReCdAs The
Detallsd HMilltary Plan provided that the A.A. detachment
should assist iIn capturlng the wnemy A.A. guns on the east
headland, and if these were caplured iIntact should proceed to




use them against enemy ground and alr targets. The !achment
had the speclal mission of bringing back parts of twd®hew
enemy A.A. guns, In the sights of which the Briltish
authorities had a particular interest (War Dlary, 3 Cdn L.A.A.
Regt, August, 1942, Appx 6). The detachment of Field
Artillery would assist in the capture of the 4-gun battery

at 258688, and 1n the event of its being captured intact

would .use the guns against another.enemy battery at 249645,

to the southward of DIEPPE, and against targets of opportunity.
The Royals were also accompanied by "C" Coy of the Black

Wateh of Canada (less Coy H.Q.), working under the command of
Capt, R.C. Hicks.of the Royals. The role of this force 1s
.not particularized iIn the Detalled Military Flan, but the War
Diary of R.Regt.C., 19 Aug 42, states that "1t was to land a
little to the east of PUITS beach, and perform a left flank
protecting role"., It may possibly have been the company
destined for the LES GLYCINES area, but this 1s not clear.

The Black Watch detachment, the two artlllery detachments,

and the R.Regt.C. personnel with them, were known collectively
as "Edward Force" (information from Capt. G.A. Browne, and cf
War Diary, R.Regt.C., 19 and 23 Jun 42).

60, As already explained, the main body of R.Regt.C.
was carried in "Queen Emma" and "Princess Astrid", both
sailing from PORTSMOUTH. The two artillery detachments were
also in "Queen Emma", but the Black Watch company was carried
in "Duke of Wellington", salling from SOUTHAMPTON. This
company appears:- in the tables of allotment of personnel,
equipment and stores (Detalled Military Plan, Appendix "c")
simply as a detachment of the Royals,

61, In the event, the Royal Regiment and attached
troops were quite unable to carry out the tasks asslgned to
them; the regiment was shot to pleces on the beach, and no
elements of any strength managed to penetrate beyond 1it.

62, This great mlsfortune, which adversely affected the
whole subsequent course of the operation, was evlidently
largely due to the fact that the Royals were late in touching
down. The reason for thls appears to be, not actlion taken

to avold the naval engagement in which Group 5 became
involved, but slowness in forming up the flotillas after they
left the landing ships. The delay 1s thus described in the
report of the Flotilla Officer of "Princess Astrid" (Appendix
3 B to Enclosure No. 13, Report of Naval Force Commander) :

The boats were lowered promptly and smoothly

and according to plan. There was, however, some delay
in them forming up owing to an unknown M.G.B., almost
certainly No. 315, taking station ahead of them in
almost the position which our leading M.G.B. 316 had
arranged to take. As a result the Flotilla formed up
astern of her and it was a little while before they
reallised that they were in fact astern of the wrong
M.G.B. and took station behind thelr leader M.G.B. 316,

The Flotilla Officer of "Queen Emma" states in his report
(Appendix 3 A to Fnclosure No. 13, Report of Naval Force
- Commander) that although craft were lowered at 0300 hrs, the
combined flotilla did not move off until 0325 (Lt.-Cdr.
Goulding gives this time as 0321). The Flotilla Officer
adds that this made 1t necessary to proceed at a greater
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speed than had been Iintended, and in consequence the two
mechanized landing craft (L.C.M.) which formed part of "Queen
Emma's" Tlotilla, and ware carrying 100 men each, could not
keep up with the remailnder. Ultlimately, according to this
officer, those two L.C.Ms., with four L.C.As. which had

heen astern of them, landed as a second wave.

65. Qapt. (now Hnjof) J.G.H. hnﬂerson, who was 1n one
of these L.C.Ms., from the port side of "Queoen Emma", glves
the following account of this craft's experlence :

Difficulty in forming up never fully overcome, and
as the flotllla moved off in line astern, our ICHM
gradually lost contact untll at shortly after 040" hours
we waere entirely alone. .

A short tlime after this the LCM developed sniine
trouble and stopped. As %the engine room hatch is In the
floor of the craft, 1t necesslitated moving men, 3"
nmortars and their dollles to allow the stoker to enter
the engine room. Within a few mlinutes the cralt again
proceeded toward the shore. At the first sight of land
it was at once apparent that we were heading directly
into the harbour .wouth, for & church spire appeared on
high ground which could be none other than the east
headland., Turning lef't we proceeded close in shore to
the beuch at PJITS. From the tlme that contact with the
flotilla was lost until after touchdown, no other craft
was slghted to my knowledge. Intense [lre was not brought
down on us -untll the landing ramp was dropped. I estlmate
touchdown at 0530 hours,

(Comments on draft of this
Roport, 20 May 43.) (1)

(b) The Assault on BLUE BIACH

64, According to the R.iegt.C. Var Dlary (19 Aug 42),
"The general plan wes that the Battalion would land In two
waves, the [irst wave consisting of "A" and "B" Companies
and Bn. H.Qe. Oroup". The report of "Queen Fmma's" Flotilla
officer (just gquoted), however, seems to suggest that the
second wave caonsisted simply of the group of craft (two
L.C.¥Ms, end four L.C.As.) which lagged behind the main
flotilla during the passage to shore. "Queen lmma" had five
L.C.A8, In gll., "C" and "D" Conmpanies evidently travelled in
"Queen Frma"™; and the fect that Lt.-Col, Catto was Army
Officer in charge on board her (Appendix "C" to Detaslled
Military Plan) suggests that the War Diary's account 1s in
error. (This War Diary entry appears to derive from a
Hemorandum by Najor P.E.R. ¥right of statements made by men
In hospital after the rald, which is attached to the Ilary
as an Appendix.) The evidence of Capt. (.A. Browne after
his return to ‘ngland is that in the "YUXON" exercises Bn
HeQ« landed with the second wave, but that on the day of the
operation the intention was for all four companlies and 3n
Hee to land together, with "!l'dward l‘orce" as a second wave,

66. The most definite nnd‘rulinblu evidence as to the
unlt plan of assault 1s that of idajor J.C.H. Anderson, who
writes as follows :

(1) This 1s not the only recorded case of & craft intended for
BLUE BEACH touching down quite independently: see para.is,
below. The landing arrangements for this beach went badly
awry.




The Bn was to land in three waves, lst wuvag consist
of A,B, & C Coys, C Coy right, A Coy centre and B Coy left.
BnHQ Advance Group under the Bn 21/c Major G.P. Scholrield,
was with this wave, as also were the AMLO's party and the
BM's party, and were to land between C & A Coys. Second
wave to consist of D Coy and BnHQ under command of Lieut-
Colonel D,.F. Catto, and were to land ten mlnutes after the
first wave. A third wave composed of 'Edward' Force, to
supply reserve Bren teams and left flank protection after
the original assault, were to land ten minutes after the
second wave.

(Comments on draft of this
Report, 29 Hay 43.)

66. The Haval Operation Urders note (Appx "C") with
reapect to BLUE BEACH that "the most conspicuous object in
this locallty 1s the mile-wlde gap in the cliffs at DIXPPE",
The Senior Offlcer, BLUE BEACH Landings (Lt.-Cdr. H.W.
Goulding, D.%.0., R.N.R.), acted upon this fact, and accord-
ingly "steered for centre of RED and WHITE Beaches as Intended
until I could recognise the town" (Report of Lt.-Cdr. Goulding,
Appx 6 to Enclosure Ho.l3, leport of Naval iForce Commander).
Red and green lights were vislble on the DIEPFE plers. Wwhen
two miles from the town, Lt.-Cdr. Goulding "led the flotilla
towards the beach steering a course to pass 7 cables from Last
Pler". While passing, the craft were challenged from this
pler by flash lamp, but there was no rlre.

67. Evidence differs somewhat as to the exact hour at
which the first wave touched down. The report of the Flotilla
Officer of "Princeas astrid", probably the best single plece
of evidence, states that touchdown was at 0507 hrs. This
would make the time 17 mlnutes late. 0n the other hand, a
report received from Capt. G.A. Browne, R.C.A., Forward
Observation Offlcer attached to R.Regt.C., states :

ROYALS touched down at 0535 hours, as I remember
my first message to HMS GARTH, "DOUG TOUCHED DOWN 06356."

Capt. Browne certainlz bellieved that "we were 45 minutes
late in touching down It appears, however, that he was
with the second wave, ror the F.0.0. party travelled in
"Queen “mma" (Detailed Military Plan, Appx "C"), and Capt.
Browne states that he can speak at first hand only of "C"
and "D" Companies. The time given by Capt. Browne is
evidently that of the landing of the second wave, and he had
not realized that there was a long Iinterval between the two
waves, After his return to England he accepted this inter-
pretation; remarking however that at the time he sent his
message he had no ldea that his party was not among the first
to touch down,

68. The unlt War Diary states that the first wave
touched down at "about 05630 hours". This may possibly be
based on the estimate of one man ln hospital, who placed the
touchdown at "nearly 0830 hrs" (iMajor Wright's Memorandunm).
The estlimates of other ranks, a number of which are on flle,
vary very widely.




69. The naval statement of the time, then, 1s probably
accurate; but whatever the exact time, the unlt was certainly
placed upon the beach so late as to make 1its task far more
difficult than it would have been at 0450 hrs., Whereas sur-
prise and a degree of darkness were clearly essential if the
troops were to land successfully and cross the sea-wall and
the heavy wire obstacles which obstructed the narrow beach
at PUITS, the landing craft in fact approached the shore in
what was to all intents and purposes daylight (B-66984, Cpl.
Ellis, L.G., "A" Coy, states that objects could be clearly
distinguished while the craft were still half a mlle from the
beach) and were under observation and under fire before they
landed,

70, The Flotilla Officer of "Princess Astrid" writes,
"When about 100 yards from the beach fire was opened from the
shore with very small automatlc weapons firing 6 mm, calibre
armour plercing bullets." He adds that Major Scholfleld of
R.Regt.C. was slightly wounded before landing, as was also

a naval officer. There may have been other casualties.

71. All accounts agree that as the first wave touched
down and the L.C.As. dropped thelr ramps machine-gun flre
from the enemy defences was greatly Iintensifled and heavy
casualties were suffered immediately. The Flotilla Officer
of "Princess Astrid" writes, "In several cases officers and
men were wounded or killed on the ramp as they made to leave
the boats."

72. As already noted, at the head of the beach at PUITS
was a sea-wall stated bz tha War Diary of R.Regt.C. to be
"about twelve feet hi (Cpl. Ellis estimated the height as
"perhaps 8 to 11 feet"). This was covered with heavy wire,
and on the landward side was a desp and very thick obstacle
of tangled wire (see statement of Cpl. Fllis). There were
pillboxes on this wall, but the one on the sectlon near the
west end in front of which "A" Coy landed was found by Cpl.
Ellis to be unoccupled. The evidence of this N.C.0., the
only man of the unit who crossed the sea-wall and subsequently
returned to England, strongly indlcates that the enemy was
not in strength on the western side of the gully, for he
found several minor prepared positions here empty. He be-
lieved, however, that at least one house on the western side
overlooking the beach was held by the enemy, and Capt.
Browne states that one house here was cleared by Lt.-Col.
Catto's party. The maln strength of the enemy defence appears
to have been concentrated on the eastern side of the gully,
and centred particularly upon a loftlly-situated fortified
house which appears on the 1:12,500 Intelligence map at
253697, and 1s clearly visible in air photographs ("G" War
Diary, H.Q. 2 Cdn Div, August 1942, Appx 59) and in pre-war
photographs reproduced in C.B. 04244. This house must have
been full of automatic weapons, and other houses may have
been simllarly equlpped. B-68191, Pte. Creer, J.E., of "A"
Coy, writes, "There was a blg house Just back from the wall,
and there seemed to be a machine gun firing from every window,"
B-67330, Pte. (now C.S.M.) Murphy, J., who was in one of the
L.C.Ms. that beached with the second wave, wrltes as follows :

I first fired iInto the house on the right when
Cpl. Ruggles "B" Coy shouted to look at the house on




the left. I saw fire from this one and fired inq“ch
of the windows of the first floor. I think each oor had
8ix windows. By the time I would get to the sixth window
‘the first one would open up again,

"The house on the right," was probably the large light-

coloured buillding which appears prominently in air photographs,
standing perhaps 350 yards back from the sea-wall and parallel to
it. This house, which may be the one referred to by Pte.

Creer, presents to the beach three rows-of about nine windows
each, It may however have been less strongly held than the
house on the left, which was well placed to enfilade the

beach, ‘

75. In addition to the machine~-guns mounted in the
houses and other positions, the enemy at this point was well

* supplied with mortars, with which he shortly opened heavy
fire against the men on the beach. The (Germans also had
light artillery in support, quite apart from the neavier guns
in the batteries not far away. Capt. Browne writes :

_ The DF fire of the German artillery (as I was later
told by a German soldler, ‘75-mm Infantry guns) was
apparently extremely well surveyed, for the shells burst
preclisely at the water-line at impeccably correct
interval and timing. I saw two AICs sunk by hits or
splinters from this fire. From a Gunner's point of view,
it was admirable shooting. :

74, The German positions, epart from the houses, appear
'to have been extremely well concealed, Cpl. Ellis spent an
hour or more on shore, and did not see a single German soldier,
though he engaged an enemy machlne-gun post adjacent to a
plllbox position which 1tself dld not appear to be in use.

To quote Capt. Browne again :

The beach was ... plainly visible to the Germans,
whose own fire positlons were extraordinarily well=-
concealed from our view. The ROYALS were shot down in
heaps on the beach wlthout knowing where the fire was
coming from, -

75. These men of "A" and "B" Companies who had not been
shot down at once had taken shelter against the face of the
sea-wall. Here they were protected from the fire of the house,
though not from mortar fire, but Cpl. Ellis states that the
wall was enflladed by a machine-gun on the high ground further
east (possibly one of the posts shown on the Intelligence map
at 2565698) which caused fuwrther very heavy casualtles among
the men along the wall, (1)

76. Courageous- efforts were made by officers and men of
the first wave to cut or blow passages through the wire
obstacles on the wall and reach the enemy positions. The
evidence of men Interviewed 1n hospital lmmediately after the
operatlion 1s that several Bangalore torpedoes were fired on

top of the wall.' Cpl. Ellls assisted-Capt. G.G. Sinclair,
commanding "A" Coy, in laying and firing a Bangalore at a

point where a recess at the west end of the wall, accommodating
two flights of steps, gave some cover. C(pl. Ellis pushed
through this gap and went up the hill to the right. Wwhat

e et ——

(1) The German newsreel f1lm deali
ng with the operation includ
"shots", probably taken immediately afterwards, which ghow08
dead men clustered thickly in front of this wall.
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happened at this point thereafter is not known, but 1t is
probable that Capt. Sinclair, who 1s now reported killed,

fell while attempting to lead an attack through this passage.

A letter from Lt.-Col. Catto, dated 30 Dec 42, says of him,
"Gus I'm afrald caught 1t, too bad, he was trying to do a

Job in the non-existent wire...." (copy in Cdn Overseas
Records Office). Cpl. Fllis subsequently met near the top

of the hill a soldier (possibly Capt. Sinclair's batman)

who had been with him at the time when the Bangalore was blown.

77. There are two verslons of the action of Lieut., W. G. R.
Wedd, who appears to have acted with distingulshed gallantry.
Men in hospital reported to Major Wright that after blowing

a Bangalore on the wall (presumably near the east end) this

of ficer led what remained of his platoon ~ about ten men =
through the gap and was not again seen. . A different story

was told to Capt. Browne by surviving officers of the unit

who had fallen into German hands:

ssseit may be permitted to mention the conduct of Lieut.
Wedd of the R.Regt.C. Leaving the ALC at touchdown with
his platoon, he reached the wall with little more than
a sectlon, and there found he was still belng fired
upon by one of the wall posts, a pillbox. There beling
apparently no other way of attacking the weapon, he

left his corner of relative shelter and sprinted the
short distance directly toward the pilll~-box with a M36
grenade, - With complete dlisregard for his own safety,
and displaying great sklll, he flung the grenade
through the fire slit of the pill-box, killing all its
occupants and putting the gun out of action. Hls body,
riddled with bullets, was later plocked up in front of
the pillbox, I could not myself witness this act from
my position farther WIST on the beach, but 1t was
verified later at VERNEUIL by Officers of the Battalion
who had seen 1t and spoke of 1t.

The Landing of the Second and Third Waves.-

78. The second wave seems to have landed some twenty
minutes later than the first, although as already noted
(para.65,above) 1t appears that the interval intended was

only ten minutes. The Flotilla Officer of "Queen Fmma" reported,

The landing was not effected until 0625 owing to
the fact that the craft had travelled a mile or so to
the westwards of Dieppe and had to retrace their path..

"Princess Astrid's" Flotilla Officer states that the second
wave was seen proceeding in towards the beach "at about

0630". Lte.-Cdr. Goulding's report states that the craft of
the second wave were observed leaving the beach at 0528 hrs,
and joined those of the first wave lying offshore at 05635

hrs. Capt. Browne, as already remarked, states that touchdown
was at 0535 hrs,
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79. During the approach of the second wave to the beach,
two Support Landing Craft (L.C.8.25 and L.C.S.8) supported
it with their light weapons, delivering "close and spirited
fire in reply to the beach defences from almost point blank
range" (Lt.-Cdr. Goulding's report). Whlle the second wave
was running 1ln, wmoreover, British aircraft bombed the enemy
positions on "the e¢liffs to the right of the beach" (Report
of Flotilla Offlicer, "Queen Fmma™) and also laid smoke
(Reports of Lt.-Cdr. Goulding and Flotilla Officer,"Princess
Beatrix". Both state that this happened aa the craft of the
first wave were withdrawing, and mentlon that bombs appeared
to fall on the beach. Thls was doubtless the smoke-laying
attack which was planned to begin at 0510 hrs (Detalled
¥ilitary Plan, Appx "D"); this affords additional evidence
supporting the naval reports that the first wave touched down
at 0507 hrs.) Capt. Browne notes that by the time of
touchdown, "the smoke lasld by the RAF had almost entirely
disappeared, t races only remaining in the treetops above

the beach".

80. Capt. Browne has deacribed the bearing of the
troops during the approach to the shore and the landing.

In spite of the steady mpproach to the beach under
fire, the ROYALS in my ALC appeared cool and steady.
It was their rirst experience under fire, and although
I watched them closely, they gave no sign of alarm,
although first light was broadening into dawn, and
the interilor of the ALC was llluminated by the many
flares from the beach and the flash of the Bostons' bombs.
The quiet ateady voice of Capt. Thompson, seated Just
behind me, held the troops up to a confident and offensive
spirit, although shells were whizzing over the craft and
(they) could hear the steady whisper and crackle of
S.A. Tire over the top of the ALC. At the instant of
touchdown, small arms fire was striking the ALC, and
here there was a not unnatural split-second hesitation
in the bow in leaping out onto the beach. But only a
split-second. The troops got out onto the beach as fast
as (in) any of the SIMMER exercises, and got acroass the
beach to the wall and under the cliff,

8l. As the landing craft of the second wave ran in,

the men in them were sble to see that the beach was (in the
words of Mr. Ross Munro, the Canadlan Press correspondent,

who was in the same L,.C,'!, as Capt., J. C. H. Anderson, referred
to above), "dotted with the fallen forms of men in battle-
dress” (Glasgow Herald, 21 Aug 42). "C" and "D" Companies of
the Royals were now landed "at the extreme right of the

beach”, "D" Coy, with which was the Commanding Officer's party,
being "in a sort of re-entrant” on the western side of a spur
of the oliff just beyond the west end of the sea-wall, and

"C" Coy being on "D" Company's left and opposite the weat end
of the wall (Capt. Browne's report).

B2. As the L.C.M. in which Mr.Munro was travelling
touched down, it came under a murderous fire. "Vicious
bursts of yellow tracers from German machlne guns made a
veritable curtaln” about it, and bullets clanged against its
armour (Glasgow Herald, 21 Aug 42). "As soon as the ramp

at the bow of our boat fell fifteen Royals rushed the beach
and sprinted up the slope, taking cover along the cliffside.
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Machine-gun fire held back the rest...." (Mr, Wunro's later
story in Globe and Mall, Toronto, 22 Aug 42). There were
many casualties in the L.C.¥. The enemy fire wus steadlly
returned from the boat by Oupt. J.C.H. Anderson, B-87821,
Cpl. Ruggles, F.H., Pte. Murphy, and others. Cpl. Rugglea
worked hils way towards the front of the craft, "over many
wounded men", stopping several times to "ire. When he
reached the ramp he found- that the eraft was withdrawing
from the shore, he belleves on the orders of the NHaval
Beachnmaster, who had heen transported in this L.C.¥. and

had evldently found 1t Impossible to get ashore. "As we
were backing out I had one brief glispse of men crouched
agalnst the c¢liff or wall and many others lying on the beach
and some in the water." (Statement of Cpl. Ruggles.)
Examination of the unit file of personal statements indicates
that a very conalderable proportlion of the mon of the Royals
who returned from DIEPPE were passengers in thls single
LeCoMe Among them was Capt. Anderson, one of the two
offlcers to return, who was wounded while fliring at the
enemy from the beoat and collapsed acroas ir. Munro's legs
(Clobe and Mall, 22 Aug 42). .

83. A certaln number of wounded men.of the flrst wave
were evacuated from the beach by the craft of the second
(Major P.E.R. Wright's memorandum based on statements made by
men in hospital). Pte. Creer states that as the men of the
second wave were disembarklng, "Some Offlcer shouted to us

on the beach that 1t was hopeless. He sald 1f you can get
back Iin the boats do so."

B4. What may be called the third wave of the assault

on BLUE BEACH landed satill later. It conalsted of the Black
Watch component of "IHdward Force'", under Captain Hicks, from
"Duke of Wellington". Speclal interest attaches to this
force, as "Duke of Wellington's" flotilla of lunding craft

was manned almost entirely by personnel of the Royal Canadian
Naval Volunteer FReserve. The report of the Commanding Officer
of "Duke of Vellington', prepared "in collaboration with the
surviving Boat Officers", states that this flotilla consisted
of 8ix L.C.As. Of thoseo, one left the shlp empty as a result
of the casualties suffersd by the Black Watch in the grenade
accldent before leaving port (see above), and one, fitted with
& mortar whilch had- orliginally been Intended Tor BLUI BHACH,
was orderod Iinstead at the last moment Lo land the mortar on
RED BUACH, and did so,

B88. It appears that it had been arranged that "Idward
Force" would lend when called in to the beach by the {orce
already landed. - No such signal was recelved, however. At
0626 hrs thes flotilla was "abeam of Blue Heach and one mile
from 1t"; and the declslion to land. the troops "was made
iointly by the Flotilla Officer and Cfficer (ommanding Troops"
Report of Lieut. J.E, Koyl, R.Z.N.V.ll,, Senlor Boat Officer,
who took command of the "lotilla after the Flotilla Off{icer
was wounded). Lleut. oyl told the writer on 27 Nov 42 that,
at the request of Captaln Hicks, the Black Wotch company was
landed under the cliff to the west of the ses-wall., l!ore the
maln body of survivors of the waves landed earlier were gathered;
they had set up Bren guns among the rocks and were firing at
the house on the castern cliff, which was still spouting fire.




Lieut. KXoyl added, however, that Germans were viaiblo*tho
wost cliff ulso and were engaged by the naval craft with
Lewls guns. The raport of the Comaanding Officer of "Duke
of Wellington" says in part,

In the centre part of the Beach it was observed that
about thirty of the Troops from the First Lunding were
apparently casualties. To the westward side of the Beach
up against the base of the C1liffs, the main body of the
First Landing of Troops were heavily engaged {iring up
to the inemy on the (Cliff-Top also agalnst Unemy
positions 1n houses halfway up the Cliffs to the Hast.

The Commanding Officer thus describes the landing of the third
wave

At 0645 owr four Craft touched down at the vestward
end of the Beach and close to the Main Body of Troops;
all Troops borne were successfully landed.

86. These accounts are in general confirmed by that of
Capt. Browne, who writes that "FDVARD force and the Prize
Tp ACA" (i.e., the detachment of 4 Cdn Pd Regt) were landed
"a& hundred yards or more farther WEST down the beach" than
"D" Coy and the C.0.'s party. (The "Prize Troop", designed
to man captured enemy guns, was so called on the analogy of
a naval "prize crew".)

87. The fate of the Black VWatch company was a matter of
pauinful concern and uncertalnty to thls unit; for of the men
composing it the only ones to return to ingland were the
cusualties of the grenade accident, disembarked before the
expedition salled; two men who went ashore in charge of these
casualtles and were left behind; und one man (D-82705, Pte.
O'Toole, A.) who lunded on BLUE BEACH, wrenched his ankle Iin
doing so, and was taken back into the landing craft from which
he had just emerged (War Dlary, H.H.C., 20 Aug 423 Pie.
0'Toole's statement, Appx 12 to Diary for August, 1942).
Various reporta, includling O'Toole's, state that the Black
Watch landed with few casusltles., Of thelr exporlences after
landing the only record so far seen 1s a letter from a
prisoner-of-war camp in France, dated 24 Aug 42 and signed
"Mark" (belleved to be Lieut. M.G. Mather, R.H.C.), This
letter (photostat at Records Office, ACTON) runs Ln-pnrt $

see I was right beside Jack Colson when he got his - a
burst of machine gun (fire) right through thﬂ eyes and
head....Fxcept for poor Jack, the B,W, dldn't lose
a manl! - we had a few wounded. As you kngw by now, they
were certainly walting rfor us - and they really gave us
the works...

The officer referred to as killed la Lieut. J.D. Colson, one
of the three platoon commanders of "C" Coy, Lieut. Mather
being another.

88. A reference in the var Diary of 3 Cdn L.AWA. FRegt,
August, 1642 (Appx 8) suggests that in additlon to the three
waves mentloned one L.C.A. carrying stores may have c¢ome in
independently. ["our men of this unit were in thls c¢raft, which
"became mixed with the Essex Scottish" and approached RID
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BYACH, when the mistake was realized the oraft proceeded
along the coast to FUITS. The situation found there is thus
described:

Other boats of the N,N.C.'s could not be seen but
they had eévidently landed. Beach was atrewn with
bodies 1n and rut of water and up to the wall., Men
arriving at wall were trapped as beyond wall and also
the beach side was swept by the M.G. and sniper fire.
Those near the wull were being treated to grenades
dropped from the cliff above or mortar fire.

One load of ‘ammunition had been landed and some wounded men
had been taken on board when the craft "suddenly ... pulled
away from shore" with the four gunners in her.

89. The action of the Royal Regliment's 3~inch mortars
18 a disputed point, but 1t seems cleur that at least one of
them did fire a few bombs., Capt. Browne, it 1is true,
roported (on the basis, he later told the writer, of what he
heard from the R.Regt.C. mortar officer), "The Battalion's
S-in. mortars were never lred, and scarcely set up, two
crews 1in quick succession being shot down at them, until I
think, thore were no more wortar personnel left". Statements
of men who retumied in the L.C.M. refdérred to above indlicate
that this craft carrled two mortar detachments, but that

one or both weapons were lost in decp water whlile an attempt
was belng made to land them under rire. HNevertheless, there
18 pood evidence that a mortar was set up (though not by
mortar personnel) some time after the second wave touched
down, and that some bombs were fired. B-68232, Pte.Hamilton,
Me ("C™ Coy), states that after almost half an howr of
machine=-gun {'ire and sniping the Cermans opened ire with
4-inch wortars, and adds:

It was then that Sgt. Peaks of B Coy went arter
the 3" mortars. The mortar sectlion had been wiped out.

An SIC that was laylng off shore had Just laid a
heavy smolke screen so Sgt. Peaks took advantage of 1t and
got the mortar set up. I couldn't make out who helped
him on doccdournt of the smoke but there were three others.
They didn't get many more than throe bombs away when
Hlenle found them with his machine-gun and they were
cut to pleces, piae

90, la jor VWright's rough notes of his interview with
B-86783, Cpl. Jackson ("B" Coy), state that a 3-inch mortar
vwas set up at the water's edge under severe flre after the
second wave came in., It 1s stated to have fired fifteen
bombs before enemy machine-guns "got the range" and killed
the whole mortar crew. It is probable that this 1s the same
incident us that mentioned by Pte. Humilton. The N.C.0D.
réferred to 1s presunubly B-6654l1, Sgt. Feaks, I., who is
now offlclally reported killed.

gl. The Hoyal Reglmont was supported from of'fshore by
the destroyer "Oarth". This vessol took part in the initlal
bombardment of the enemy positions overlooking the npaln
beaches at DIEPPT from 0512 to 056519 hrs, subsequently
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shifting her fire to the eastern side of the harbour and to
targets at the head of' the harbour, ceasing fire at about
0635 hrs. She then proceeded to engage enemy batteries on
top of the east cliff, i.e. the cliff west of BLUE BEACH.

At 0810 hrs she shifted her target to the rising ground above
the cact ¢ide of the harbour entrance at DINPPE, and from
0615 hrs to approximately 0848 hrs batterles on the east cliff
were engaged as opportunity permitted. The report of H.MX.3.
"Carth'as" Commanding Officer (Appendix 23 to Enclosure Ho.l3,
Report of Naval Force Commander) pgives the following account
of his duel with the batteries on the headland west of FUITS
and of the messages recelved from Capt. Browne on the beach:

I found throughout that their fire was extremely
accurate and it was impossible to go in and carry out
a steady bombardment.

It waes a matter of goling in through the smoke till
close, squaring off and then retiring, then circling
round and repecating the manoeuvre., 0On each occasion
we were straddled and 1t seems extraordlinary that wore
ahips were not hit,

I was in touch with F.0.0.2 from 0041 to 0747,
during which time he was held up at the foot of the
cliff and most messages recelived concerned wounded and
the fact that they were Leld up, which were passed to
CALPE, He called for fire at a whlte house on the
clirf top, which we answered, but I regret did not
hit. He was not in a position to spot and all we could
see wore the shorts on the cliff fac@.ceecee

02, Thie report indlcates pretty clearly that Captain
Browne's first message, reporting the touchdown at 0635 hrs,
was received (at 0541 hra). His recollectlions of one later
message to "GARTH" sccord with the account given by the
destroyer's captain, for Capt. browne states that at 0610
hrs he reported to H.M.S. Garth, "DOUC STILL ON BEACH
CASUALTIES HVY MO MORTAR FIRE 0610".

3. In addition to "Garth", S.0.B.8 was off BLUE BFACH
during the operation, but it does not appear that she was
able to give offective support to the troops. Lt.-Cdr.
Rdig's; report states that "in conversation with" 5.G.B.308
(evlidéntly the same craft) he learned that a slgnal had been
made to her from the beach asking for support "shortly after
the Landing had been effected", but that 4.,G.B.308 had
roplied that she could not ansiat as she had to carry out
"rask I". This task (detalled In Nauval Operation Orders -
J.N.0., 4, para. 6) was provision, in company with three other
S.0.B8., of "warning and cover agsainat surface attack from
the westward of DIhPPL. Thé report of 5.0.B.8 herself
(Appendix 18 to Inclosure lio. 13, Report of Haval Force
Commander) states that she led the landing craft at the
rear of Group 3, which had becowme separated from H.G.B. 316,
towards BLUE BEACH untll she saw they were headed in the
right direction, and that from 0505 hra until 0640 hrs she
remained off BLUE EFACH, about 1,000 yards offshore. The
reoport adds :
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Owing to the extremely confused situation on
shore I was unable to give ire support without the
risk of hitting our own troops., At 0540 I left the
vicinity of Blue Beach to carry out TASK I, at that
time being under fairly heavy fire from small calibre
IUnNS e ;
Subsequently (after 10565 hrs) 5.3.B.8 closed BLUE BFACH to
700 yards "and bombarded a fleld gun emplacement, R.D.F,.
aerials and snipers on the cliffs, some hits being scored.”

This bombardment ended at 1210 hra., It 1s probable that all

the Canadlian troops on thils beach had been overwhelmed long
before thias time,

94. - Not long after getting hls message of 0610 hrs
away, Capt. Browne hlmself left the beach and penetrated
inland In company with Lt.-Col. Catto and a suall party of
offlcers and other men of the Royals and the R.C.A. Thils
party appears to have been the only group of the slightest
atrongth whioch got off the beach, and 1tas experlences as
described by Capt. Browne must accordingly be noted at
some length.

95. The party got off the beach by cutting a path
through the wire at the western end of the sea-wall. Ho
Bangalore torpedoes were avallable here, as those allotted
to "D" Coy had been lost overside frow the L.C.A. which
carried them, and "C" Coy'as Bangalore wmen had been shot down
us they landed. 1In these clrcumstances the only means of
getting through the wire was the use of wire-cutters. "A
path was finally cut by the Colonel, Sgt, Coles and two
other ranks". Through thls passage went a party conslisting
of, by Capt. Browne's account, slx offlicers end 15 other
ranks, consisting of Lt.~Col. Catto, Captaln J.G. Housser,
Lieut. Y.3. Ryerson and Lieut, T.L. Taylor, of the Royals,
along with B-66768, L/3gb. Coles, l./., and eleven other men
of this unit; and Capt, Browne himself with Lleut. J.D.
MoFetridge, R.(.A., and three of his men of 3 Cdn Lt Adhe
Regt. Capt. Browne left hls teleygraphist, who was in the
middle of a message, wlth hils 66 set on the beach, telling
him to follow later; but neither this signaller nor anyone
else was able to follow Lt.~Col. Catto's party, apparently
because machine-gun fire from a new position lmmedlately
came down on the gap in the wire. "The Colonel and his small
party were now cut off from the remainder of C and D Coys

on the beach. It was now nearly 0700 hrs BEritish time."
(Capt. Browne's report.)

86. Reaching the top of the hlll above the west end
of the gea-wall, the party cleared two large houses there,
"resistance being met in the first only". Capt. Browne
describes the situation now as followa:

Sounds of firing on the laft flank had now dled
completely away. FPFrom the centre and the right flank
we could hear intermittent bursts of German sutomatic
fire and the steady detonatlions of thelr mortar bombs.
From thls we inferred that A and B Coys had been
knocked out, and thut the survivors of C and D Coys
were still plinned down in the angle of cthe clirf,
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beilng cut up by mortars. We dlscovered that we o‘d
not get back to the beach, nor could we get back to
the cliff edge because of LNG fire from the left flank,
- up on the hlll-side.

97. In these circumstances, and seeclng a strong German
patrol advanclag from the directlon of the rortiflied house,
Lt.=Col. Catto's parth moved westward along the c¢liff=-top
In the hope of making contact wlith the Essex fScottlish. They
struck west and south until they reached the main road
running between PUITS and IOTRE DAME DE BON SECOURS. Here
they were just east of the six-gun B8-mm. battery at 243694
whilch had been one of the Royal Regiment's objectivea. From
the cover of woods in the vicinity of 250604, the little
party watched this battery firing on British aircralt, and
its performance commanded Capt. DBrowne's professional
admiration: v

The 88~um. Battery of & guns on the c¢liff top
between N.D. de BON STCOURS and PUITS served 1ts
guns magnificently. It was low-level-bombed at least
four times and machine gunned oftener by our fighters
after 1000 hrs, that i1s, between 1000 hrs and 1600
hrs, with us as witnesses, and each tlme the guns
were back in action within a matter of a few seconds,
firing -upon the departing alreraft. Once, affer a
low-level attack, only two guns were lnstantly back
in actlon, the other times always at least four.

08. After reconnalissance which disclosed that the main
beaches of DIEPPE were not visible from the cliff top nearby,
that the roads in the area were comanded by enemy rmuchine-
guns, and thet no ships were to be seen, the party declded to
give ‘themselves up. Capt. Browne wrltea:

_ The situation suggested that we were trapped.
After long consideratlion the declsion was taken to
surrender. We surrendered at 1620 hrs.

09, Of events on the beach ltself alfter Lt.-Col. Catto's
party left 1t, not a great deal can be sald. It is apparent
that after suffering prolonged bombardment with mortar bombs,
(stated by Capt. Browne to be 9=-inch); shellfire from four
75=mm, infantry guns which the same Invaluable wiiness saw

in action, evidently in theo gonoral area 2569; hummering by
stick grenades which he reports as having been "lobbed down
from the c¢liff top above"; and machine-gun fire from the
inaccessible Cerman positions, the survivors of the companies
on the beach surrendered. It 1s probable that over half of
the men on the beach had by thls time sctually been kllled,
and of the remainder few can have been wholly unwounded.
Capt. Browne writes, "Shortly after ten o'clock (or it may
have been nearer elecven) while in the wood, we heard the
survivors of the beach belng marched past under guard.”

100. K-256099, Gnr. Rowe, H.J., of 3 Cdn L.A.A. Regt,
who was one of the men who clung for a long period to the
bottom of a cupsized L.C.A. & short dlstance from the beach,
reported, "After the firing all died down the Germuns came
down with stretchers and started clearing the beaches."



% 101, Gnr. Rowe testifled that attempts were made by the
men on the beach to scale the cliffs :

He was wlth a corporal who organized a small
party to attempt to get up the cliff. As soon as they
came into the open three were killed and Gnr. Rowe
was wounded....He saw a captain and a party try to
scale the cliff. All of the party were knocked out
and the captaln alone got half way up the cliff and
then hls body came rolling down,

(d) 'Information and Communications, BLUE BEACH.

102,.. ~ It i1s important to note that with respect to the
misfortune on BLUF BEACH, as earller with respect to the
encounter wlth the enemy convoy at sea, information was
extremely slow In reaching the Force Commanders, and when
it did reach them it was not in the first place such as to
enable them to appreciate the situation in the BLUE BEACH
area with any accuracy,

103, The Flotilla Officer of "Princess Astrid" in his
report attributes the poor communications with Blue Beach
mainly to the fact "that only 2 ordinary signalmen were
landed from the 10th 7lotilla" and that the Beach Master and
his party did not land, ' Capt. Browne throws further light
on this matter. He states that the Battalion H.Q. No. 18
wireless set got wet during disembarkation, and was thus

put out of action. The result was that the Battalion's only
means of communicatlion was Capt. Browne's own No. 66 set

(a No.18 set modified for Naval use). This should have
sufficed, as the set was in touch with "Garth" for more than
two hours (see para,9l, above); but for some reason it was
long before any message thus passed was successfully relayed
by "Garth" to "Calpe".

104. Examination of the Intelligence Log maintained on
"Calpe" indicates how little Information reached the illitary
Force Commander, At 0550 hrs (by which time all three waves
had landed) the log notes "No word from Doug"; and the

first definite statement concerning the Blue Beach situation
(a very inaccurate one) 1s the entry for 0620 hrs, "R.REGT C.
not landed", for which no source is given, Five minutes
later the additional entry is made, "Impoasible to land Blue
Beach", and it 1s noted that this information was "passed

to 4 Bde Sending him to Red Peter.", whlle simultaneously the
Alr Force was asked to bomb the "Rommel" battery inland from
Blue Beach. Thils last request was cancelled later when it
became known that the Royals were in fact ashore.

105, It is apparent that in the mistaken belief that
the Royals had been repulsed and had not landed, General
Roberts ordered this unit to reinforce RED BEACH, the Fasex
Scottlish sector; and the log notes at 0640 hrs, "BLUE
Beach proceeding to RED Beach'.

106. The information received by "Calpe" at Q620 hrs,
that the Royals had not landed, is entered in "Fernie's"
Intelligence Log at 0625 in the form, "Impossible to land
any troops on Blue Beach. From Navy." It is possible that
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this represents a garbled version of an untimed maval

message recorded as received by the Naval Force Comman

from "BLUE PETER" (the BLUE BEACH Naval Beach Station):
"Impossible to land anymore troops on Blue Beach". A further
message, also untimed and with the same origin, ran:

Have only 20 personnel remaining can gilve no
report. Have beach officer with us., Have about 10
soldiers plus beach party and beach master remaining.

(War Diary, "G", H.Q. 2 Cdn Div,
August, 1942, Appx 51).

This clearly describes the slituatlion In the L.C.M. in which
the Beach Party had travelled (above, paras. 81=2, and cf,
report of "Queen Emma's" Flotilla Officer). Until this time
no messages from Captain Browne passed on by "Garth" had
reached "Calpe", for at 0610 hrs the latter recorded an
exchange of messages on "A" wave wlth H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde:

Sherwood No word yet from Doug. Have you
heard? Answer NO.

(war Diary "g", H.Q. 2 Cdn Div,
August 1942, Appx 51).

107. Lt.~Cdr. Goulding's report indicates that he,

lying off BLUE BFACH, had in fact no knowledge of what was
happening on shorej for he states that when at about 0545

hrs an L.C.A. came alongside and gave him a message from

"BLUF PETER"™ in these terms, "Please send L.C.A. in to
evacuate him, he 1s standing against the wall™, he interpreted
this as iIndicating that the operation was proceeding according
to plan and that the Beach Master wished to be transferred to
another bedch as arranged. He 1ssued instructions accordingly,
but cancelled them on seeing an L.C.A., probably that of
Lieut. Ramsey (see below) moving in towards the beach. At
this time Lt.~Cdr. Goulding was unaware that the Beach Haster
had not landed,

108, After trying in vain to get in touch with "Calpe"
himself, Lt.=-Cdr. Goulding sert a signal to M.G.B. 316 to

pass to her, to the effect that the Royal Reglment "had been
landed with few casualtlies”. At 0715 hrs an M.L. ordered
Lt.-Cdr. Goulding to report personally to "Calpe". This he
dld, he states, at about 0745 hrs, "and reported to the

Force Commander that the Royal Regiment of Canada had been
landed on BLUE Beach".

109, Lt.~Cdr. Goulding probably reached "Calpe" a few
minutes earlier than the time he mentions, for though this
ship's Intelligence Log makes no mention of the mews received
from him, it notes that at 0739 hrs the request for close
support on "BISMARCK" (the headland east of DIEPPE) and
"ROMMEL" was cancelled, and this was certainly the result of
the Information that ‘the R.Regt.C. was ashore. The
intelligence was evidently passed on to "Fernle" (although
the actual message 1s not avallable, no outgolng messages
from "OCalpe"™ having, apparently, been preserved); and at
0740 hrs the "Fernle" log recorded, "R Regt landed Blue
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.Beach. Doug landed 3 coys practically Intact." At 0745 hrs
"Fernie" passed the news to UXBRIDGE in a message which, 1t
would seem, turned the time of origin into the time of the
event and placed upon the event an optimistic gloss which
nevertheless 1s not at varisnce with the impression which
Lt.=-Cdr, Coulding, on hils own showing, had at this time of
the BLUZ BZACH situation, and which quite probably derived
from Lt.-Cdr. Goulding's own evidence:

Doug landed three'coya intact Blue Peter 0740
going well,

C.B. 04244 (para, 218) suggests that this intelligence "may
have been sent out by the enemy", but there seems no reason
to doubt that Iits source was Lt.-Cdr. Goulding., At 0817 hrs
the "Fernle" log records what was doubtless a more detailed
verslon of his evidence :

. Calpe reports Doug 3 coys OK. Hvy fire from forti-
fled house. Took cover - no {further news, No news of
4th Coye

110, Lt.~Cdr, CGoulding states that while he was on board
"Calpe", "a signal was received from 'Garth' saying that

BLUE Beach was asking for help and evacuatlon". This appeal
had probably been sent to "Garth" over Captain Browne's 66
set after Captain Browne himself had left the beach. It may
be the one wmessage passed by "Garth" of which the text is
preserved in the "G" War Diary of H.Q. 2 Cdn Div., It is

unt imed : w s

From Blue Beach is there any possible chance of
getting us off,

(War Diary, "G", H.Q. 2 Cdn Div,
August, 1942, Appx 51,)

It would appear that this or a similar message, recelved
posslbly two and three-quarter hours after the first touchdown
on BLUE BUACH, was the first really reliable indication
received by General Roberts of the situatlon there. As a
result of 1t, Lt.~Cdr. Goulding states, he was 1lnstructed by
the Navel Force Commander "to take an M.L. for close support
and make an attempt to evacuate BLUL Beach'".

111. At or about the same time the Force Commanders
made strenuous efforts to obtain information concerning the
true situation on BLUE BIACH from both Alr and Naval sources,
At 0755 and again at 0820 hrs Brigadler Mann sent messages
to UXBRIDGE requesting "Tac R" on BLUE BEACH, the "White
. House", the "ROMMEL" battorz. and "BISMARCK". The "Detailed
Chronological Air Narrative" (C.B. 04244, Annex 7, Appx "B")
notes that such a request was received at 0807 hrs and an
order "passed to Gatwick". K No reference to receipt of the
second messagae 1s found, nor 1s there any record of a Tac R
report having subsequently been received. The report of No,
35 ¥ing, R.A.F., operating from GATWICK, contains no clear
reference to this task, but it 1s noted that Sortles lNos,.
22 and 23, which would coincide with 1t in time, "force
landed".
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112, The Naval efforts were equally Trultless. ‘.S.
"Locust" reports as follows

At 0830 shlp was ordered to reconnoitre Blue
beach and report, but nothlng was seen awing to
dense smoke screen,

Attempts at Wilthdrawal,

113, The story of the attempts to withdraw troops from
BLUE BEFACH is a difflcult and complex one, and tharo is
consliderable confliet of evidence,

114, The: story begins with the action of a single L.C.A.
(apparently L.C.A. 209, a craft of "Queen Fmma's" flotilla
commanded, 1t eppears, by Llieut. Ramsey) which made an inde-
pendent attempt at evacuation, evlidently arlsing out of the
message which, as mentioned above, Lt.-Cdr. Goulding inter-
preted as a request for withdrawal of the beach party. Timing
is doubtful, but 1t seems probable that this attempt was

made in the vlelnity of 0600 hrs. The eplsode is thus
described by the Flotilla Officer of "Queen Emma" 3

Shortly after 0700 a radio message was sent out
from Blue Beach asking all L.C.A8., to return to the
beach to evacuate the beach party. L.C.S85.8 which was
8ti1ll patrolling off the beach and L.C.A. 209 were the
only craft to plck up this message and the L.C.A. went
in under cover of the L.C.S8. Upon reaching the beach
the boat was swamped with soldlers and forced to retire.
Very heavy (ire was encountered and many of the soldilers
were kllled or wounded. ©Owling to the jam and excess of
personnel in the boat 1t was imposslble for the doors
to be housed up, and a falr amount of water was shipped.
When the craft was about fifty yards from the beach, she
was hit with some heavy puns and capsized. The enemy
8t1ll continued firing and as far as 1s known only two
of the crew and one soldler were saved from the boat,

- 118, What éppears to be the same incldent 1s descrilbed

by the Flotilla Offlcer of "Princess Astrild", who states
that after the craft of the second wave had withdrawn from
the beach and joined "Princeéss Astrid's" {lotilla offshore,
"Lieutenant Ramsey, R.N.V.R., who had been the last to dis-
embark troops on Blue Beach returned to the beach" and was
seen to touch down. Hls boat "broached to" and was subse-
quently pushed off from the shore, only to be overturned by
"a burst of gunfire". "Men in the water were seen to be
pilcked off by snilpers." Further evidence 1s that of Lt.-Cdr,
Goulding, who as already noted reports seeing an L.C.A.
proceeding towards shore after he had received the request
for evacuatlon at about 0545 hrs. He states that this craft
was supported by L.C.8.8, and that he subsequently learned
that as she pulled off she was "heavlly shelled, cannon fired,
swamped and overturned”,

116, There 1s no lack -of milltary evidence on this
eplsode, as the R.Regt.C. file of personal stories contains
8ix individual accounts by men who were in this craft, Najor
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erght 1ntervlawod st1ll another man 1n honpital Gnr.Rowe
provides another personal .account, Cpl. Ellis though never
in the craft witnessed the incident, and Capt. Browne refers
to what appears to be the same episode, though iIn slightly
different terms,

117, A particularly vivid description 1s that of B-67002,
Pta. Simpaon, Ee J. (H.Q. Coy, R.Regt.C.) @

Latar an A.L. craft landed on thn beach and orders
were given to board her. There was a terrible scramble
and nearly -everyone (still alive) made for the small
ramp doors. The slaughter was awful., The boat had to
be pushed off the beach. It was so full of holes 1it
began to sink. At that time, I would venture to say,
at least fifty men were aboard. Bullets were still
pouring in and a bomb landed alongslide. It turned over
on -1ts .keel and stayed afloat, A few men swam away,
while others and myself clung to the still floating
craft. We were only about a hundred .yards from the
shore and were still being blasted by enemy fire.From
.what I saw, there was no life on the beach.

Not less atfiking 1s the .evldence of Gnr. Rowe concerning the
experience of the men clinging to .the boat a

He reports that if anybody on shore or where he
was 100 yards off shore moved the slightest blt, the move
was rewarded with a sniper's bullet. The chap clinging
next to him was hit three times 1nnadiately after moving
from the paln of his wounds,

("ar Diary' S Cdn L.A.A. R.gt'
August, 1942, Appx 6.)

118, Cpl., Ellis was at the top of the west cliff above
the beach when he saw this L.C.A. on the shore. It was still
there when he reached the beach, and he helped to push 1t off,
but did not enter it. He saw the craft turn away from the
shore, and when he looked .at 1t again 1t had capsized. Cpl.
Ellils then .entered the water and began to swim. The fact that
his watch stopped at 0630 hrs suggests that the time for this
episode given by "Queen Imma's" Flotilla Officer (above) is
about an hour too late. The evidence .of Capt. Browne, who
witnessed the .incldent before he left the beach some time
previous to 0700 hrs, points to the same conclusion. This
officer 1s alone in describing the L.C.A. a8 an ambulance
craft, "bearing a large red 'A' on its standard", but for the
rest his account is in general similar. He places the incident
at "about six .o'clock", and remarks that the rush to get
aboard the L.C.A. was fthe only 4nstance auggestive of panic
that I saw or heard of on BLUE beach",

119, Of the men who swam away from the capsized craft,
some = among them B=66530, Sgt. Legate, J.E., R.Regt.C. =
were subsequently plcked up and brought back .to England.
Several of those who continued to cling to the boat were
rescued, apparently nearly four hours later, under singularly
dramatic circumstances,




120. The report of Commander D.B. Wyburd, R.N. ”endix
7 to Enclosure No. 13, Report of Naval Force Commander) states
that "at about 0950" L.C.P. (L)s of Group 6 (which had
previously put the Cemeron Highlanders of Canada ashore at
GREEN BEACH) were ordered from the boat pool "to endeavour to
bring off troops from Yellow beachegs". "At about 1005" they
closed what they belleved to be YELLOW I BEACH, but which
proved in fact to be BLUE BEACH. Among the personnel of

Group 6 were a consliderable number .of Canadian officers and
ratings. On 24 Aug 42, Sub-Lieut. J.E. Boak, R.C.N.V.R.,
commanding L.C.Ps(L) 19, gave the writer a full account of the
incident, confirmed on the same day by Sub-Lieuts. J.F.
O'Rourke and W.R. Sinclair, both R.CeN.V.R., who had also

been present, They stated that as the unarmoured landing
eraft approached the shore they came under a perfect hurricane
of fire from artillery, mortars and machine-guns. A group of
soldiers were seen close inshore, clinging to what appeared to
be a raft. Two boats, one of which was Mr, Boak's, closed the
raft (which was .in fact the capsized L.C.A. already referred
to) to take off the men upon it. As L.C.P.(L) 19 passed close
to the L.C.A., her crew shouted to the soldiers to jump, and
four of them caught hold of ropes trailing from the boat,
Three of these men were pulled into the L.C.P.(L); the fourth
dropped off and was presumably drowned. The other boat,
believed to have been L.C.P.(L) 80, commanded by Sub=-Lieut,

B. Franklin, R.N.V.R., picked up the rest of the men on the
LeC.A., but this act of gallantry cost the lives of two of

Mr. Franklin's crew (including a Canadlan rating, A.B. J.A.
McKenna, V=1540, who was killed while returning the fire from
the shore) while Mr. Franklin himself was wounded.

121, Among the soldliers thus rescued by Mr. Boak was Pte.
Simpson, whose account of the affair tallies 1n detail with

. Mr, Boak's.  He states that the men saved with him were
B-68183, Pte. Roberts, L.W. and B~67403, Pte. Wallace, J.N.,
both of R.Regt.C. The fourth man, who was not saved, was a
Pte. Armstrong. Two men of this name and rank .were reported
missing from R.Regt.C. after the operation.

122. The attempt at evacuation ordered by the Naval Force
Commander during Lt.-Cdr. Goulding's visit to "Calpe" produced
no results, no craft reaching the shore. Accounts of this
episode differ materially on lmportant points,

123. . Lt.=Cdr. Goulding's report states that on recelving
his orders he communicated them to M.L. 291, and in company

- with this craft, an L.C.S. "whose turret was jammed", and
several L.C.As., proceeded towards BLUE BEACH. At first there
was some difficulty in finding i1t, but it was finally located :
"The beach itself was not visible, but the silhouette of the
valley above the fog was quite plain." There had already

been some controversy with "the Commanding Officer of the
MeL.", who had suggested that "the Landing Craft should proceed
into the cliff and go along to the Beach by themselves", This
however was not done, and when the flotlilla came abreast of
the beach Lt.=Cdr. Goulding "asked the Commanding Officer of
the M.L. to bombard the White House with his 2=-pdr., and he
repllied that he would give us what support he thought
necessary." Lt.=Cdr. Goulding describes the sequel as follows:
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156. With the exception of £ L.C.As8, I ordered
Landing Craft to stay where they were, and led the two
L.CeAs in towards the beach. After proceeding about 100
yards, {ire opened up from the shore on a very heavy
scale of all types of weapona, and 1t was quite lupossible
to proceed further without some fire support. The M.L.
did not exchange (return ?) the shots.

124. A different account of the eplsode 1s given by
Lt.-Cdr., C.W. McMullen, R.N., who had earlier led in the
landing craft going to WHITE BIACH and had supported the
landing there. This officer was in N.L. 201l. At a time which
he cannot specify he was instructed by Captain J.D. Luce in
"Galpe" to help Lt.=-Cdr. Goulding with the BLUE BRACH with-
drawal. He then proceeded towards BLUE BEACH, followed by
foul“ LeCeABe and an L.Co”.' l:lnd by Lt.-Cd!“. Gouldim in an
LeCe8e Lt.~Cdr. MeMullen proceeds :

When in a position I reckoned to be east of Blue
Beach I closed the land until I could just see the
cliffs above me (at) about 500 yards distance. I
recognised the Water Tower and shape of the cliff as
being that of the Hast Cliff above iilue Beach and I then
asked Lieut. Comdr. Goulding to come alongslde in his
L.C.5, suggesting that he went inshore with two boats
well to the Fast and then work wesat towards Blue leach
to see 1f he gould see anythlng.

He replled that he consldered 1t hopeless to
approach Blue Beach wilthout the support of a bombarding
destroyer.

This diacusgion was terminated by the smoke haze
lirting from the cliffs and a heavy fire belng opened on
us from a variety of machline guns along the c¢lirf tops.

The bLoats withdrew, under the cover of a smoke
screen lald by ¥.L. 291 in the course of whilch her First
Lieutenant was seriously wounded, and the attempt was
abandoned.

Two immedlate signals were soon afterwards received
but as M.L. 291 had the incorrect syko cards I had to
o alongside another shilp to get the signals ordering
gvacuation.

126. The only other account of thils eplsode found is
that of the Flotilla Offilcer of "Queen Fmma", who, after
describlng the receipt of the orders for evacuation at about
1000 hrs, wrltes :

Lt. Cdr. Ooulding tock charge of the craft off
Blue HBeach and trled to effect a landling. The enemy
fire was far too strong for this to be attempted and
the craft were forced to retire. An endeavour was made
to obtain the help of some heavier support but eventually
the landing craft were ordered to return to England.

126. Lt.=Cdr. Goulding reports that after failing to
contuct "Calpe" to obtalin further Instructions, he flinally
passed a slipgnal to her via M.G.B. 316. He accurately reports
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"the aense" of this message, the actual text of which,‘
recorded at 11.Q. 1 Cdn Corps, ran: "Could not see provision
(? position) Blue Beach owing to fog and neavy ires from
cliff and White House. ' Nobody evacuated." (1 Cdn Corps flle
Ops 3-3-=1-2 Div, Vol. TII) {(now at ACTON). ‘The time of origin
is 1145 hrs.

127. The avallsble evidence is so conflicting that 1t
seems impossible to deternmine how far thia nttampt at
withdrawal was pushed. -

128, It 1s deslrable to try to fix the time at whlch the
gttempt was made. "Queen Tmma's" Rlotlilla Officer (para,

Sst, above) 18 not necessarily writing of events 1ln strict
chr*onological order. The approxlmate time is Indicated by
Lt.=Cdr. Goulding's visit to "Calpe", beginning about 0740
hrs, and by the fact stated by Lt.-Cdr. ¥clullen, -that the
orders for evacuatlion were recelved shortly after the attempt
had been abandoned. These orders were lssued about 0830

hrs. The time when the troops remaining allve on BLUE BEACH
surrendered 1ls not at present known; but Ceptain Browne's
statement that thoy were marched away "shortly after ten
o'clock (or 1t may have been nearer eleven)" suggests that

at the time of this abortive attempt tharo were stlll men to
be evacuated on BLUIl BFACH.

129. Later in the morning another attempt was made, and
thls was persevered 1n to the extent of the loss of one
landing craft. Lt.=-Cdr. Coulding's report mentions this
episode :

The other half of Oroup 3 Landing Craft, I
subsequently learnt, under Lieutenant Hewlitt, H.M.S.
"PRINCESS ASTRID", made an attempt to evacuate BLUE
Beach without succesas.

The report of Lieut, Hewitt, "Princess Astrid's" Flotilla
Officer, gives a more complete account.

Three L.C.A8. and one L.C.S5. proceeded to Blue
Beach by orders recelved from an M.L. to attempt an
evacuatlon, When in close proximity to the beach one
Le.C.A. (Lieutenant Hace, R.N.V+R., 10th Flotilla) was
sunk, probably by bombling, and the remalning craft
made several attempts to approuch the beach under heavy
gunflre. One of the last attempts to reach Blue Beach
was umade shortly after 1100, Fire from the beach was
st1ll terrific and there was no sign of life on the
beach.

It seems quite probable that at the tlime when these efforts
were made the remnant of the Foyalas had already been over-
whelmed.

130. It secms apparent from all the evidence that the
only craft which actually touched down on BLUE BUACH for
the purpose of re-embarking troops was Lieut. Ramsey's
LeCeAs
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Casualtles, BLUE BLACH

131. The casualties suffered by the Royal Regiment of
.Canada in this engagement were extraordinarily heavy. The
unit's embarkatlon strength was 26 offlicers and 528 other
ranks, a total of 554 all ranks (Figures furnished by Cdn
Section, G.H.Q., 2nd Echelon, and corrected by Overseas
Records Office as at 31 Dec 42, C.M.H.Q. file 18/DIEPPE/1/2).
Of these, only two officers and 54 other ranks returned to
Englend after the operation; and of those returning, as
reported by the unit, one officer and 29 other ranks were
detained 1n hospital, and slx other ranks died of wounds,

Of those reported by the unit as "Returned safe" (one officer
and 25 other ranks), some had certalnly suffered minor
wounds (Casualty Return, War Diary, R.Regt.C., August 1942,
Appx 9). Lt.=Col. A.H. Fraser, who took command of the unit
immediately after the operation, belleves that the final
totals of men returned are two officers and 57 other ranks;
but Records Office figures (31 Dec 42) are two officers and
62 other ranks. Casualty Returns compiled by Canadian
Overseas Records Offlice, as of 1 Mar 43, give the total
casualties for this unit as 26 officers and 498 other ranks,
suggesting that only 30 other ranks returned wholly une
wounded (C.M.H.Q. file 18/DIEPPE/2). It 1s certain that

no officer came back unwounded; Capt. Anderson suffered

a head wound and Capt. Catto lost an eye and was otherwise
wounded; no other officer returned.

‘132. As of 1 Mar 43, information reaching the Canadlan
Overseas Records Office was that 14 officers and 252 other
ranks of the unit were known to be prisoners of war, in
addition to two officers and eight other ranks known to

have died of wounds after capture. How many of these were
wounded 1s not known, but as already suggested the number
must be very large. On the same date six officers and

135 other ranks were listed as killed, and two officers and
64 other ranks as mlssing; &and in the circumstances it

must be assumed that the great majority of the missing were
either killed in action or drowned. There can be few if any
cases in the history of the Canadlian Army of units suffering
a larger proportion of fatal casualties in half a day's
fighting.

1334 The only unit at DIEPPE suffering a larger number of
casudltlies than the Royals was the FEssex Scottish, whose

total as of 1 Mar 43 was 532 all ranks, or eight more than
that for R.Regt.C. The Essex, however, had a larger number

of men taken prisoner, and thelr fatal casualties were
conslderably fewer (only four officers and 64 other ranks
being listed as killed, and one officer and 35 other ranks

as missing).

1354. The embarkatlion strength returned for the Black
Watch (Royal Highland Regiment) of Canada for thils operation
1a four officers and 107 other ranks. This figure clearly
inecludes not only the company engaged at BLUE BEACH but

also four mortar detachments employed off RED BEACH; 1t
must exclude the men wounded in the grenade accident and
disembarked before salling, The unit's casualties as of

1l Mar 43 were reported as a total of three officers and 71
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other ranks, Of these, two officers and'64 other ran were
known to be prisoners of war, and one officer was mlssing.
These casualties, including only six men wounded, obviously
do not include those caused by the accident., (C.M.H.Q. file
18/DIEPPE/2.)

135. Embarkation strength for 4'Fd Regt, R.C.A., was
three officers and 20 other ranks, None of this party
returned. Two other ranks are listed as killed. Two
officers and 17 other ranks are reported prilsoners of war,
The third officer (Capt. Browne) was reported at 1 Nov 42
as "i1llegally detained" in Unoccupied France, having
escaped from the Germans; subsequently he fell agaln into
Axis hands when the enemy marched into this region on 1l
Nov 42, but he escaped from the Italians and has now returned
to Fngland. One other rank is missing, (C.M.H.Q. file
18/DIEPPE/2.) :

136, 3 LeA.A. Regt, R.C.A., suffered losses of one
officer and one other rank killed, one officer and nine
other ranks'prisoners of war, and seven other ranks missing.
Although the unit's embarkation strength was nine officers
and 2356 other ranks, the great majority were intended for

an A.A. role on' the maln beaches and 'never landed; and
these casualties were all suffered by the small detachment
(two officers and 24 other ranks) lended on BLUE BEACH.

Of thls, seven Other ranks returned, of whom three were
wounded (War Diary, 3 Cdn L.A.A. Regt, August, 1942, Appx 6).

THE CANADIAM FLANK ATTACKS. II : GREEN BUACH.
THE SOUTH SASEATCHEWAN REGIMENT AND
- TH QUEEN'S OWN GAMFRON HIGHLANDERS
OF CANADA.

137. The Cunadian landing on the right or western

flank, at POURVILLF, was carrled out by the South Saskatchewan
Reglment (commanded by Lt.-Col. C.Cel. Merritt, and designated
by the codename "CECIL") and the Queen's Own Cameron
Highlanders of Canada (commanded by Lt.-Col. A.C. Gostling

and known by the codename "GOOSE"). As already briefly
explained, the South Saskatchewan were to land at Zero

(0450 hrs) and establish a bridgeliesd through which the
Camerons, landing half an hour later, would advance to attack
the mserodrome and, if time permitted, the Divislional
Headquarters. :

(a) Actlion of the South Saskatchewan Reglment

138. The Detailed Military Plan (Appendix "D") lald
down the followling general principles for the attack in
this sector

2. 8 Sask R MUST secure GREEN beach wiﬁh the
minimum delay to enable Camerons of C to pasa through




without opposition. QGRUEN beach station will only
close down when it 1s assured that WHITE and RFD
beaches are in our hands and therefore that a route
for withdrawal 1s open to S Sask R and Camerons of C.

In greater detall, 1t was provided that one company of S.
Sask.R. would immediately operate against the high ground
to the east of POURVILLE, capturing two L.A.A. guns at
212683 (near ST.KICOLAS) as well as an R.D.F. station on
the ¢liff at 208683, and other L.A.A. guns nearby. This
company would subsequently consolidate, make contact with
the Hoyal Hamilton Light Infantry advancing from DIFPPE
itself, and asslist in the capture of LES 4 VENTS Farm, on
the high ground at 213675. A second company, also moving
eastward, was to capture A.A. guns on thils high ground at
211678 (referred to as light guns in the Detalled Military
Plan, but shown as heavy on the Intelligence map), asailst
the R.H.L.I. (who would have one troop of tanks co-operat-
ing) in capturing LES 4 VENTS Farm. Subsequently this
company would conselidate, and would select and mark an
emergency landing ground for British aircraft in the 4
VENTS area.

1359. Another company would operate west from POURVILLE,
clearing a machine-gun post at 185678, on the cliff, and
holding the locality untll the Camerons had landed and the
beach was clear of craft. The balance of the unit (i.e.,
Battallion H.Q. and one company) would occupy LA MAISON
BLANCHY in POURVILLE, spoken of in the Plan as an Officers'
Mess, consolidate to secure GRIEN BFACH and make contact with
the R.H.L.I. at LES 4 VFNTS, Subsequently the unit as a
whole would cover the west flank of the DIEPPE perimeter,
its point of Junctlion with the R.iH.L.I. belng bulldings at
215671, south-east of LES 4 VENTS.

140. As already noted, the South Saskatchewan were
carried across the Channel in the Infantry landing ships
"Princess Beatrix" (in which Lt.-Col. Merritt was Army
Officer in charge) and "Invicta". These ships carried a
total of 10 L.C.As. and two L.C.Ms. (Detailed M1litary Plan,
Appx "C"). Trans-shipment and approach were carried out
successafully, and the craft touched down on GREEN BEACH

only a very few minutes late. The Flotilla Officers of the
two L.S.Is. agree in fixing the time at 0452 hrs (Appendices
S Dand 3 ¥ to Enclosure No. 135, Report of Naval Force
Commander). Information collected from various indlviduals,
apparently by an officer of H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde, and appended
to the unit War Diary (August, 1942) 1s to the effect that
"All Coys landed approx the same time 0455 hours"; and
L=-135282, Pte. Haggard, W.A., states that after landing he
heard someone on the beach say that the time was "five minutes
to five".

141. The 8.5ask.R. appear to have achieved a conslderable
measure of surprise, The information collected as above is

to the effect that "very few casualties occurred on beach
landings", and Ma jor (now Lt.-Col.) J.E. McRae (second=-in-
command) writes, "Actually we were on the beach before fire
was opened and we got over very quickly..." Pte. Haggard
states that there was no enemy fire during the landing, but
that some machine-gun (ire was directed at the L.C.As. as they




retired from the shore. The evidence of "Invicta's" ‘tilln
Officer 1s that the landing was "unopposed except tha «CehodlD
which touched down 2 minutes later on the extreme right flank
was fired upon by a light machine~gun post. Military personnel
in this craft suffered several casualtles as they disembarked".
(Appendix 3E to Enclosure No.l3, Report of Naval Force
Communder.) Many men of the unit, in their personal accounts
wrltten later, suggested thut the enemy had purposely held

his flre until after the landing,

142, Ma jor NMcRae states that the whole unit landed as
one wave, The order of companies from right to left (i.e.,
from west to east), as determined by their respective roles
after landing, was "C" Coy, "B" Coy, Bn H.Q., "D" Coy, "A"
Coy and the Speclal Platoon. The last-named sub-unit had
the task of capturing the wired strong point under the cast
cliff which appears on the Intelligence map at 198680, "c"
Coy was to be the conpnng to deal with the area to the south
and east of POURVILLE. "B" Coy was to clear POURVILLE itself
and deal with a wired position at 198668, on the west bank
of the SCIE some distance lnland. "D" Coy was to capture
the poaltlion at LES 4 VENTS. "A" Coy was to capture the
R.D.F. Statlon, the searchlight position on the cliff edge
to the west of it, the battery at 210678, and the Light A.A.
guns at 212683.

145, Capt. H.B. Carswell (e rd Ra(;t. H.C.ﬂo). who landed
with Bn H.Q., states that the "whole party" (meaning presum-
ably the wholes unit) appeared to have lunded west of the
River SCIE "instead of both sides" of 1t as had been intended.
Txaminution of the personal nurratives written by members of
the fpeclal Platoon seems to Indicate that this was not the
case with this. force, for none of them mention crossing the
bridge in the village (though a possible exception is an
obscure reference in the report of L-12082, L/Sgt Kerr, R.K.);
but L-12601, Pte. Wentzel, G.C., states that the platoon
after landing "went alonﬁ the wall to the left of where we
landed for about 100 yds", and this might posslbly have
entalled crossing the rilver at its mouth, where 1t was very
shallow, Major McRae's opinlon is that the unit as a whole
was landed considerably further to the rlght of the beach
then had been intended, and that this slowed the 1initial
progress of the left companles towards their objectlives.
Numerous personal storles leave no doubt whatever that "A"

and "D" Coys were landed west of the SCIE and had to cross
the river by the bridge in the village or by other means.

1l44. The village of POURVILLE, which llies on what is
In effect a narrow dyke between the marshy flats of the
SCIE and the Channel, was separated from the beach by a
sea~-wall some eight feet high, "heavily covered with wire"
(Capt. Carswell). Passages were cut through the wire and
the companles entered the town., Battallon H.Q. was
established in a garage at 195679, about 100 yards from the
beach (Major 'McRae). .

145. One of the objectlves of "C" Coy, as described by
Major McRae, was the "probable M.T. shed" at 191673, on the
high ground some 800 yards south=-west of the village. It /|
was also to deal with the machine-gun posts nearby, Includling
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evidently the one on the cliff-edge at 185678. Among thls
Company's first tasks after lundlng was the clearing of a
large white hotel overlooking the beach (presumably the very
long white bullding which appears prominently Jjust behlind
the sea-wall in air photographs). This building turned out
to be the quarters of a group of foreigners, some of whom at
least were Belglans, brought Into the area for forced labour.
Clearing them out took some time, and some casualties were
Inflicted on the Cerman guards here. French people in the
houses nearby told the troops that the German forces were

in posltion on the hill behind the hotel.

146, No. 13 Platoon, commanded by L~12403, Sgt. Long,
HeE., now advanced up the hlll to make contact with the
enemy. At the top of the first rlise the platoon came under
fire, Sgt. Long was wounded, therc were other casuulties,
and for a moment the platoon's advance was suspended for
want of leadershlp. The Inltiative was then taken by two
private soldlers, L-13288, Pte. Haeggard, W.A., and L-13504,
Pte. Berthelot, G.B. These men proceeded Lo organlze an
attack on the Cerman position, which conslsted of slit
trenches near the large house at 192678 (La Maison Blanche),
and according to Pte. Haggard was held by sbout fifty Cermans
with four machine-guns., Two sections of the platoon being
plnned down by fire in front of this position, Pte. Haggard
took the third and placed 1t where 1t could  take the position
in the rear; and having Instructed the other sectlons to
attack when they heard fire from that direction, he led the
third sectlon agalnat the Cerman posltion. The (Germans
opened fire upon his party, and Pte. Berthelot was wounded
while ettacking across the open and {iring his Eren gun from
the hip. The enemy, however, gave In comparatlively easily
when they found themselves belng subjected to an enclreling
attack. Pte. Haggard states that twelve enemy prisoners
were taken here, all the rest of the Oerman detachment being
killed. He took the prisoners back and handed them over in
POURVILLE, picking up five more on the way. (A considerable
number of prisoners weore taken In and around POURVILLE; the
evlidence of Lieut. Buchanan 1a that the S."%ask.R. had taken
50 to 60 by 0800 hrs.) Varilous soldlers, including L-12285,
Pte. Clarke, T.A., and L-12649, L/Cpl. James, ¥.C., state
that No. 13 Pletoon subseguently moved to higher ground nearby,
and that here there was some sniping.

147. No.l4 Platoon had successfully occupied the M.T.
shed at once, finding no enemy there (statement of L-13405,
Cpl. Devine, H.W.). No.l5 Platoon, after remeining in the
main street of the village for about twenty mlinutes and
"killing rirteen Huns", "took the firat road on the right"
and moved up to their objectlive, which was probably the
machine-gun post on the cliff-edge. Lieut. L.R. Hellveen,
comnanding this platoon, states that the objective was found
to be "in a disused condition". FHe subsequently withdrew
his platoon to the liziscn Blanche, where some enemy soldiers
still In the vicinlty were kllled or captured.

148, In "C" Company's urea &ll objectives had been
captured, and the situation was now well in hand for the
moment; but In sectors stlll more important to the success
of the operatlion a smaller degree of success was achleved,
As slready noted, "A" and "D" Coys, whose objJectives lay




on the high ground east of POURVILLE, had been landed west

of the SCIE, and were thus obliged to cross the bridge across
the river at 196679. Thls bridge was completely commanded

by prepared Cerman posltlons on the high ground to the east,
and 1t is clear that the enemy (who, even if perhaps
momentarily surprised, was clearly ln a high state of general
alertness) was in full readlness in these positions before
the Companles were able to get across the bridge and make
progress towards thelr objectives.

149, “he rirst portlon of the unlt to come into action
to the east of POURVILLE waa probably the Special Platoon,
commanded by Lleut. L.L. England, which as already noted
landed on the extreme left of the battallon and probably

did not have to cross the brldge. This force did not en-
counter heavy opposition immedlately alfter landing, but on
working to the left towards the strong point which was 1ts
objectlive 1t came under fire at a road block "about 100 yds
from where we landed" (L-12979, Cpl. Conroy, H.A.), which

Ma jor MoRae belleves to have been near the curve in the

road at 198680, Here Lieut. Ingland was wounded, and there
were other casualties, L-120549, Sgt. Neil, R.I., took
command. Reconnalssance led to the conclusion that 1t was
imposslble to clear the strong point shead without assistance,
and Bn H.Q. was asked by wireless for mortar aupport, which
however did not materialize (evidence of L-12499, Pte.
Johnson, O.A.). The Speclal Platoon then moved to the right
(1.e., inlund), and threw in its lot with part of "A" Coy
which now came up (evidence of L-12313, 2gt. Richardson, W.A.,
L-12082, L/3Sgt Kerr, R.K., and L-12979, Cpl Conroy, H.A.).

150. "A" Coy, 1t wlll be recalled, was to capture the
NeD.1"s Htatlon, and wilth this in view was landed on the

left flank of the battallon. The company crossed the sea-wall
west of the river, and the platoons made thelr way to the
left along the main road through POURVILLE to the bridge.
Many soldlera note that this road was heavily wired on both
sides, evldently with a view to forcing an & ttacker to expose
hlmaself to the flre of the Cerman automatic weapons {iring on
fixed linea from the hligh ground. The curve in the road
already mentioned was to be the company rendezvous, but it
lay beyond the bridge. L~12016, Sgt Smith, B.H., writes :

I went over the brldge followed by one sectlon
and came under very heavy LMG fire, the remalnder of
the Pl then crossed under the bridge......

As we advanced from the bridge the flre was very
heavy from two pill boxes situated one above the other,
well up on the forward slope of the hill, There were
snipers and riflemen from the slope of the hill and
back along the road.

) The NGa seemed to be firing on flxed arcs and
were very saccurate and all were wmutual supporting,
covering nearly all dead ground.

1561. The eneny fire was returned, and the men wlth Igt,
Smith took cover In the vilicinity of the road block and
engaged the snemy In the pillboxes and indlvidual snipers.




~ The pillbox at the bend of the road was cleared; this was
probably ths position dealt with by L-12179, Pte. Sawden,
CeFe, whose gallantry at this point 1is attested by many
witnesses. L-12049, Pte. Wanner, P., for example, reports,

Past the road block, running slong the base of
& hill I saw Pte. Sawden, €., take out an MG post.
Pte Haselhan threw smoke and Pte. Sawden went forward
under covering fire and threw grenades into the post.

Pte. Sawden 1s now reported killed in action.

152, At thia point further portlons of "A" Coy came up
and Capt. T.¥. Osten took command. The company, with the
survivors of the Speclasl Platoon, now attempted to force its
way through to the R.D.F. Station. The route rfollowed was
evidently along the road running Iinland along the base of the
hill, and then uphill at a point where the trees in the
vicinity of 202678, and the little valley running in the
direction of the R.,D.¥. Station, gave some hope of a covered
approach, 7Tt was found, however, that every route was
covered by enemy fire. 9gt. Smith's narrative, possibly the
clearest account of this eplsode, continues .

As we came up behind a hedge row we were met with
very heavy MG fire rfrom two hills and were rorced to
ground. e tried to beat down his fire and advance
but this was impossible, Iour truck loads of reinforce=-
ments were seen coming up to these posns,

We then moved back about 50 yds and to the right,
planning a right flanking movement. Here again we came
under very heavy MG fire, the enemy [uns always support-
ing one another. Fere we were joined by more of our
own men and some of the Cameronsa of Canada. Lieut,
Dickin jolned us at this point and dlsplayed great
heroism,

The Germans then brought mortar fire to bear on
us, which was very accurate. We could do nothing here
80 tried a lerft flanking movement. Here we met the
same results, We were in a small orchard with a few
houses scattered around, some contalning a few Germans,
and a few In the trees. We cleared these, but came
under heavy mortar fire, MG, and incendlary fire. This
gun seemed to be the same size as a two pounder, could
be fired as in AA or at troops at a very rapid rate,

Here a French famlly assisted us by dressing our
wounded....

Both Lieut. L.L. Dickin and Lieut., 0. S3tiles speak, like
Sgt. Smith, of two successive flank attacks which failed,

1583. + Elements -of -"A" Coy apparently got within a short
distance of the R.D.F. Statlon, which was found to be very
heavily wired and defended. One soldier's comment 1s, "When
we reached the RDF statlon we found the enemy too strong for
us with the weapons we-had. Arty was badly needed". (L-13396,
L/Cpl Bales, A.F.). JPire support was requested, but could
not be brought to bear (see below).
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154. With respect to the attempt of "D" Coy to ¢

to grips with the our Winds i"arm position, the evidence

of Lleut. (now Capt,.,) J.S. Edmondson 1s that the company
scaled the seawall and passed on to the maln road, where it turned
left to cross the bridge. Mr. Hdmondason belleves that the
Company Commander, Major J.C. MacTavish, and two runners were
the first to cross, and that portions of Nos. 16, 17 and 18
Platoons lollowed, the men elther rushing across the bridge

or swimming or rafting across the river. The bridge was still
under heavy flre. Two soldlers' evidence may be quoted.
L=-13191, L/Cpl McKenzie, H., writes :

eos B «os got over the wall and well into town
before we were fired on, which was at the concrete
bridge at the river. The bridge was covered with
fire from the hill to the left and made 1t very
hard for us to get across. 3ome of our boys got
over the bridge some gwam the river, I for one
nad a tough time swlimming the river as my equip-
ment dragpged me down. As we crossed the rliver I
heard mtr fire for the first time.

L~13416, Pte. Krohq, J.; tells of caauultiys suffered in the
attempt to rush the bridge :

The muin street was easy to be seen, so we
dashed for it and turned left to cross the bridge.
L/Cpl Chilton, livenden, Carswell, Pickford and
myself were fired upon when we reached half way
across, Chilton, Evenden and Pickford made a mad
dash for the other slde, Carswell was wounded to-
gether with two other boys beslde me. It was too
late for us to be able to make the dash, One more
boy fell right beside me, s0o I flattened out,
rolled nysell over the side, Into the Canal at the
same time dragging one of the boys with me. The
bridge was under heavy fire by this time. The
rest of the company had to wade the Canal,

Pte. Krohn describes how a pillbox directly ahead, commanding
the bridge, was silenced by "anti-tank fire" - 1i,e., with

a Boys rifle. Thls rmay be the same position reported as
cleared (probably a little earlier) by Pte. Sawden. It

is quite llkely that in the fighting immediately east of
FPOURVILLE posts cleared of the enemy were subsequently
reoccupled by hlm,

156, It was at this point, apparently, that the battalion's
Comaanding Officer intervened parnonally in the difficult
siltuation to the east of the village. "The evldence of Lieut.
L.L. Dickin, who was actlng as Intelligence Officer and was

at Bn H.Q., is that when 1t became clear that "A" and "D"

Coys were "having a stiff time", Lt.-Col. Merritt, who until
then had evidently remained at hls headqguarters, went forward

to see for himself. Lleut. J.FE. liesbitt, commanding No. 17
Flatoon, has told how he and some of his men were held up at

the bridge by & machine-gun firing on fixed lines, and how
Lte.=00l. Merritt came up at this moment, "and declded we

should dash over the brldge". Mr. Hesbitt writes, "He led the
way and we crossed OK and I do not think we had any casualties”,
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156. This was not the only party which Lt.-Col. Merritt
carried across this fire-swept passage by the force of his
own example. Capt. Carswell writes :

Lt,~Col. Merritt led several purties across
the bridge in POURVILLE whiloh wus swept by machine
gun, mortar and. fd gun fire continually. He was
constantly exposing himself. 'On many occasions he
erossed over the brldge, urging hls wen forward and
calling, "See, there 18 no danger nere”. The men
followed him splendldly but were shot down time
alfter. time.

Lleﬁt. Edmondson tells of what he hilmsell saw :

Nore than half of our Coy were across the
bridge when I arrived. The Colonel, when he saw
we were beling held up, crossed the brldge several
times urging the men forward, and the men followed.
The dead were plled 2 deep for about 50 It along
the bridge. ' ‘

At the time when the recommendatlion of Lt.~Col. Merritt
for the Victorla Cross which he subsequently recelved was
under consideration, Lt.=-Col. (now Brigaaier) M. loel
visited the S.8ask.R. to investigate this episode. The
evidence which he collected, and which was summarized in
the cltation for the award, was to the effect that this
gallant officer "personally led the survivors of at least
four partlies in turn acrosa the brldge".

157. After thus contributing to getting "U" Coy over
the bridge, Lt.-Col. Werritt organized further advance
under fire. Capt. Carswell and Lieuts. Edmondson and
Nesblitt all =peak of the manner in which he carrled the

men forward, and Lieut. Hdmondson writes, "He led an attack
right up to a pill box and threw grenades lnside". Further
evidence of the inspliring example which he set at thls
point 1s that of L-12128, “gt. FeBrlde, B.P. 1@

The (first time I met the Col. we were over the
bridge. There was heavy {1ire comin; down on the
road a8 I Jolned a group of men who were held up.

I heard the Col. speak and he said "we must get
ahead lads, we neced more men up front as quick as
poasible, who's coming with me". T replled, "We
are all golng with you". He sald, "Gvod lads,
let's go". We ran up the road with Col. Werritt
leading, disregarding all danger, he led us straight
up the road and after about 40 yards he stopped.
Soon the Col. sald, "Are you ready again?", we
answered, "0.K. “ir", and away we went mgaln right
up to the road block. There we left Col. herritt
and went to rejoin "A" Coy.

1b8. In spite of the Commanding Officer's gallantry
and the courage of hls men, the lofty Four ¥inds position
was not tuken., "D" Coy pushed on towards 1t, and was Joined
by some orflicers and men of the Camerons who had now landed
and come forward. sSoth Lisut. ldmondson and L-12526, L/3gt
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Coldwell, J.W., speak of an attempt Ly MajJor urumr:!.ah.put in
an attack on the "right flank" which was frustrated by the
enemy's mortar and machine-gun fire. L/ gt Coldwell writes,

At this point we captured two prisoners and
also suffered a few casSualties. At thils point
Pte Fenner was wounded very badly being shot in
both legs whlle engaging the enemy In Bren Gun
fire, which he was doing very effectlively. We
dragged him down the hill on his back where we
dressed his wounds...

Another account by the same wltness states that Fte. Fenner
"erawled up on the hill and walked stralght into enemy
positions firing a bren gun from his hip and reached the
top of hill killing a conslderable amount of Germsns",
L-125615, Pte. Fenner, 0.0., was subsequently awarded the
Nilitary Nedal.

158, Ma Jor lMcRae states that one sectlon, under
L-22806, Bgt. Willlems, X.A., did actually reach the edge
of the Four Winds position, by an attack delivered straight
up the nhlllislde from the valley of the SCIE, a route which
had been thought lmpracticable. The sectlon was forced out
by convergling fire, some of 1t [rom enemy positlons up the
valley Inland, but 1t withdrew 1ln safety. Sgt. Willlams'
own wriltten account 1s laconle In the extreme @

After we crossed the bridge we turned right
followed road for 500 yds. Consolldated with some
Ce of C. and "A"Coy. Made our way over road, up
hill and reached our obJective. We killed several
Germans and were later rorced to withdraw and fought
& rearguard action surfering light casualties., Ve
withdrew to road and took up riring position...

160, tthen 1t bLecame apparent that "D" Coy was unable

to carry out its task at our Winds Farm, 1t was ordered

by Lt.-Col. Herritt "to swing left and assist A Coy on the
R.D.F. statloa" (evidence of Ma jor lMcRae). Lieut. Hdmondson
states that the order to help "A" Coy was received before
the whole of "D" had had time to reach 1lts rendezvous. The
comblined efforts of all the men aveilable, however, woere Ilnade~-
quate to the task in the face of the enemy's skilfully sited
machine-guns and mortars. Supporting fire by artillery or
S=-inch mortars was urgently roquired, and 1t could not be
provided. WMajor McRae writes :

Requests by both A and D Coys for arty support
were passed to the ¥.0.0. who imnedlately went lorward.
Fire brought down was not effective and was of no
assistance in helping these coys forward, they called
for mortar ire at thils polnt and we were unable to
give this as our detachments had been lknocked out by
thls time. Small partlea of these coys worked forward
but aslide from taking out some enemy posts were unable
to assist thelr coys forward.

161. Capt. K.B. Curﬂﬂell, the F.0.0., with the S.S“k-ao;
has described his cefforts to bring the fire of H.K.S.
"Albrighton", for which he was observing, on to the German




spoultioml in this quarter. They were nullified by his
inabllity to observe and lack of information concerning the
exact positions of our own troops. The bLest observation
point he was able to reach was "two houses just W. of clirffs”.
Host of the enemy's heavy rire seemed to him to come from
the area 204678, Notes of Capt. Carswell's evidence, in the
handwriting of Lt.-Col. O.7. Honderson, run in part as rrollows:

Enemy mortar "ire very accurate and as he was
DFd every time he opened up with hias set he was
conastantly moving. But he did get in three shoots in
aroa of les 4 Vents fe. Unabtle to observe effect of
shootinge.

Indicated targets to ALBARICGIHTON in area of RDF
sta which he belleves were successfully engaged.

162. Reporting the information recelved from Capt.
Carswell, the Commanding Officer of "Albrighton" writes
(Appx £6 to anlouuro Ho. 15, Report of Haval Porou Commander) :

Three Ilndirect shoots woere started but he was
unable to spot. He also Indicated targets on the
clifrf between Dieppe and GREFN Beach for direct
bombardment and I think ship silenced the ire of one
light gun position. The ship could not remain
stationary long as enemy gunners soon started gettlng
close.

163. The only artillery avallauble to support the troops
ashore was that of the deatroyers, und in these clrcumstances
it could not be effective. It should be noted, however, thut
Licut. Edmondson reports that L.M.G. fire was effectively
used in support. In his comments on the draft of the present
Report he wrltes:

The initlal advance inland of 'A', 'D' and 'B' Coys
was supported by L.W.0. fire onto the heights east of
Pourville. In partlicular a German heavy dortar was
engaged by Pte Godrey 'D' Coy. This llortar was causing
many casualties. Other entrenched Uermans on the same
helipght were also engaged. Thls fire r'ight continued
until approx. 1000 nros when the *ire right was contlnued
by slx wmen under Cpl. Jackson.

164. The one other expedlent for glving support to the
companies struggling to advance cast of POURVILLE was fire
by the 3.S5ask.R. 3=inch mortars, and this too proved a
disappointment, as descrilbed by Hujor lcHae (above). Capt.
Curswell describes how he attempted to help the mortars,
which were on the weat side of the bridge, range on the area
204678; - but "the turget was out of range”. The evidence of
mortar personnel suggests that thelr weapons were soon
sllenced, not, as belleved by !a jor MoRae, by eénemy action,
but for lack of ammunition; L-12366, Cpl. MoAlpine, J.B.,
describes ‘the shoots which he undertook against the eastern
hill until his bombs were exhsusted. "All my detachment were
disappointed because of our not having enough Mortar bombs."

165. When 1t became spparent that the capture of the
objectives east of the viliage was 1mpossible, the remains




of "A" and "D" Companies, ulong with the portlons of ‘amt
to assist them (see below) und elements of the Camerons, took
up defensive poasitions on the ground they had gained and held
them until 1t was time for the withdrawal. Lieut. Dickin,

who had gone forward from An H.Q. somewhat earller, states
that at sbout 0945 hras orders were recelved to hold & perimeter
until 1100 hrs. This, he says, was done by "using a small
scattered rorce in rfront, heavy with brens, and the main

body sbout 100 yds back ready to counter attack". at 1100

hra the coverlng troops started back to the beaches "by flire
and wmovement". (See also below, para. £21.) It would seem
that the enemy had been content to limlt himself to holding
his positions; admirably disposed in posts chosen long
before, and highly skilful in the fire~fight, he had no desalire
to Initlate counter-attacks whlch would bring him to closer
quarters with the men who had come from the sea.

166. "B" Coy waa wildely scattered in the course of this
operation. C.H5.0. Wathers, I’,, states that after landing
N0o.1l0 Flatoon was on the left, NHo.ll on the right and Ho.1l2
in the centre. !o0.1l0 Flatoon went to the bridge, where it
suffered a number of casualtles, and part of thls platoon
under “ajor I.d%. White appears to have croased the bridge
and advanced up the hill. Major lcRue writesa that after the
village waas cleared two platoons of "B" Coy "were taken to
asslst the left coys" but were able to accomplish little.
These platoons were evidently NHos. 10 and 12, but it 1s
probable that not the whole of cither was with lejor White
east of the bridge. No.ll Platoon had gone forward to attack
"a wired in position on right of river", evidently that at
198667, west of the river and roughly 1500 yards south of
POURVILLE. This platoon, C.S.d. Mathers states, encountered
difficulties and called for asslistance at 0915 hrs. Mathers,
who had teken comaand of the elements of the Compuny left 1n
POURVILLE aufter Major White had gone forward and Captain
Wilkinson had been wounded, sent word to No.l2 Platoon to
asslst, He stutes that HNo.ll Flatoon succeeded In taking
the wired-in position. The evidence of men who scem to
havo.beon in this platoon (e.g., L=-126856, L/Cpl Legroulx,
jeJe, and L-l3010, Cpl. Madge, L.) speaks of silencing
the fire of enemy posts with anti-tank rifles, but not of
occupying them. At the time of the order to withdraw,No.1ll
was holding the poslitlon i1t had reached, and the bulk of
Nos.1l0 and 12 was apparently in position on the high ground
east of POURVILLE, with part of No.lO Platoon at the bridge.

167. Major McRae remuined in [OURVILLF in charge at
Battalion Headquarters. He moved thls leadquarters
repeatedly, and it 1s recorded that he "seemed to be gifted
with a sixth sense", in that mortar ire repeatedly came down
on the spot from which he had Jjust removed 1t. During the
operation flve different positions were occupied. At the
second of these, an open space Iin the village at about
1956678, a mortar bomb caused several casusltlies to Bn H.Q.
personnel, one of the wounded being the R.9.M. (evidence of
Ma jJor McRae). The headquarters was then moved to & position
on the margin of the rlooded land on the southern edge of
the village.




l1é8, After the early stages of the operation, Lt.xCol,
NMerritt spent little time at Bn H.Q., but was Iincessantly
active in the forward areas, directing and encouraging the
various parties of his unit, with which a considerable

number of the Camerons were mlngled. He had with him a
signaller with an 18 get, but thils man was frequently unable
to keep up with him, with the consequence that the Commanding
Officer was out of touch with his headquartera for long
periods, - 9 :

(b) Action of the Queen's Own Cameron Highlandefrs
of Canada.

169, The action of the Cameron Illighlanders was lald
down as follows in the Detalled Wilitary Plan (Appx "D").
No detalled Company objectives were prescribed., It was
merely stated that the Camerons would land on GRI'EN BEACH
at Zero plus 30 (i.e., at 0520 hrs) and would,

Pass through Beach Head secured by £.3ask.R.
and move to aerodrome with best possible speed,
by-passing all enemy opposltion where possibls,
Contact tanks vicinity NORTH edge of BOIS DES VERTUS
2265,

The unit's subsequent action would be to capture the
aerodrome (2263) in co-operation with 14 Cdn Army Tk Bn and
with the support of bombarding destroyers controlled by the
Fe0.0., with the battalion, Later still the Camerons,
~supported by %unks, would capture light A.A, puns located
at 2246359, 2354640, and 2335635. They would also deal "in
accordance with developments" with the 4-gun battery at
249645, with the headquarters of the 110th German Infantry
Division which was belleved to be located in ARQUES or in
the CIATEAU nearby, and with a heavy A.A. gun position at
2596563, The unit would return to DIEPPE when withdrawal
was ordered,

170. As already explained, the Camerons made the trip
across the Channel in L.C.P.(L)s from NEWHAVEN. The evidence
of Commander H,V. McClintock, officer in charge of Group 6,

is that the passage to CORFFN PFACH was uneventful and
presented no navigational difficulties. It appears that
Lt.-Col, Gostling hed requested that the troops should be
landed a little leter than the time laid down in the operation
order, presumably because he wished the Z.Sask.,R. to have
plenty of time to open up the bridgehead. Commander
MeClintock writes:

essseeHad we truated to our dead reckoning and
continued at a steady course snd speed from our turn
on to the last leg of the track laid down we would
have made the correct beach asbout 10 minutes late,
which waa the tlme we were alming for. Unfortunately
when we sighted the coast we thoupght we seemed rather
close and made a reduction 1ln speed hecause the 0/C
Troops preferred to arrive late (rather) than early,
Later when we could see a bit more we thought that
we were rather too far to the eastward and made an
unnecessary alteration of course which we later had



to correct. The Camerons of Canada were, honvo:;
eventually lénded on the right beach about half

hour late (06560 instead of 0520). The L.C.Ps. were
deployed about 2 milées from the beach and parted
company with ¥,L.190 (Lieut. R.W. Ball, R.N.V.R.),

as soon as the objJectlive was qulte clear.

171. Lt.~Col. Gostling had made the passage in M.L.190,
which acted as gulde, but on nearing GRIEEN BEACH he transferred
to L.C.P.(L) 129, commanded by Sub.-Lt. J.E. O'Rourke,
R.C.N.V.R, (A photograph of this craft, with Sub.-Lt., O0'Rourke
In charge, will be found in Canadian Geographical Journal,
October, 1942, p.l€8,) The three roEIIEaB comprising Group 6
deployed into two lines abreast about half a mile from the beach,
and moved in in thls formation (evidence of Sub.-Lt. J.E.

Boak, R.C.N.V.K.)es A3 the craft approached the shore it was
plain that the S.Sask.R. had not been able to open up the
bridgehead in the manner desired, for shells were seen to be
bursting 1n the water Jjust offshors (evidence of Capt. R.M,
Campbell, Camerons of C.). In spite of this fire, all the boats
¢ landed, and there were almost no casualtles on board, though

Mr, O'Rourke states that one Sergeant of the Camerons was
wounded on board his own eraft.

172. ¥r. O'Rourke relates that as hils craft spproached

the beach Lt.-Col. Gostling was coolly calling out to his

men explenations of the different types of fire which were
coming down. Mr. O'Rourke remembers him saying, "Listen

to that - that's mobile artilliery!"™ The pipers of the

Camerons were playling as the craft moved in. At the touchdown
the troops landed in excellent order and very rapidly. Sub.-Lt.
WeR, Sinclair, R.C.N.V.R., who was in L.C.P.(L) 127, told the
wrilter on 24 Aug 42 that 1t was the best landing he had seen,

178. LeC.Pe (L) 129, in kr. O'Rourke's phrase, "hit the
objective in a rather awkward position", at the east end

of GREEN BLEACH, east of the outlet of the River SCIE, and

not far from a German plll-box which was Btill In action,

the one beach posltlion which the S.5ask.R. had not succeeded

in clearing (evidence of Wa jor icHae). Lt.-Col. Gostling

went ashore and began to direct the battallion's advance through
the wire obstacles. H-19927, Pte. McLaren, D.C., states that
the C.0. was "directing wire cutting" when he was shot down and
killed by fire from & pill-box. [=20067, Pte. Coll, W.J., who
also landed from L.C.P.(L) 129, states, "Lt-Col A.C. Gostling
was fatally wounded Ly the [irst burst from the M.G. in a
pillbox built into the headland 100 yards on our left", Capt.
John Kuncle, who was very close to the C.0. at the time when

he was struck, confirms that he was hit by fire from the left
and killed Instantly.

174. The battalion had landed on both sides of the River
8CIE, and the separation thus brought about had considerable
Influence on subsequent events. It 1s clear from the evlidence
of Major A.T. Law (second-in-command) and of Capt. Runcie that
the parts of the unit landed west of the river pot across the
sea-wall with little difficulty and few casualties; but those
landed on the eastern section came under fire from the
poslitions here which the S.35ask.H. had not been able to clear
and were held up for a time in consequence.
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‘ 176. On the basls of the evidence of Capts. Runcle

(e)

(commanding "D" Coy) and Campbell (commanding "C" Coy),
appears that the troops landed east of the river comprlsed
"D" Coy, part of "E" Coy, and two boatloads of "C" Coy.

The passengers in these last included Capt. Campbell himself
and the rest of "C" Cog Headquarters. The remainder of the
battalion, comprising "A" Coy, two platoons (apparently) of
"B" Coy, the majority of "C" (oy, and part of Battallon
Headquarters, landed west of the SCIE.

176. As mlready noted, the troops landing east of the
river woere neld up for & short time. Capt. Runcile wade a
reconnalssance towards the west end of Lhe beach and
discovered that 1t was posslble to cross the river which

at its outlet was "only & trickle", and that the western
part of the veach was clear a&nd qulet. A8 a result of this
discovery, Capt. funcie with about 15 men of his Company,
and the parts of "(C" Coy which had landed eaust of the river
(including Capt. Campbell) cliubed the wall to the west

of the HCIE and entered FOURVILLE by way of the west bank
of the river. Capts, Muncle and Jaapbell thus entered the
village with a party of about 30 men. The balancé of Capt,
Runcie's own Company, &nd "u" Coy (communded by Capte N.A.T.
Young), hud previously succesded In crossing the sea-wall
east of the river and had entered the town,.

177, As & result of these events, the Camerons becane
divided into two malin sectlons. The larger Lody, which had

landed west of the river, wss commanded by Jajor Law, on

whom the command of the unit had devolved when the C.0. was
killed., VYejor Lew had at hls disposal the whole of "A"

Coy (commanded by Major N.H. Hoss); N0s.1l0 and 11 Platoons
of "3", under the command of Capt. L.!. “hompson; and
evidantly the major part of all thres platoons of "C", under
the command of Lieut. F.H. Lane. #ost of fattallon Head-
quarters likewlse ssoms to have beén wlth lajor Law. (See
indivicdual company nurratives appended to War Dlary, Camerons
of C., August, 1942,) This main body under #ajor Law
subsequently moved inland and effected the deepeat penetra=-
tion made by any portlon of the force engaged that day. The
remainder of the battallon, 1tself conslderably sub-divided,
remained Iin the POURVILLE area ané fought durling the rest of
the opoeration Iin partles of varying strenglh mingled with

the men of the 3outh Yaskatchéwan TNeffjiment. The narrative of
the Camerons' ocperatlons, therefors, falls naturally into

two sectlons, and 1t 1s convenlent Lo deal [irst wlth those
parts of the unit wnlch remained in and around FOURVILLE.

The Caxerons in FPULHVILLE.

178. Careful reading of the (ameron company narratives
and of the statements of indlviduals, shilchh are particularly
mumerous In thls unit, indicatea that the Camsrons sagaged
in the fighting in and around POURVILLL comprised at least
two maln groups.

179. The “irst of these was the party which entered
the town with Capts. Huncle and (ampbell. uUn entering
FOURVTILLE as already cdescribed these offlicers encountered



Lt.~Col. Merritt. Capt. Runcle enqulred of Lt.-Col, i‘-ﬁ‘tt
whether he considered that he should cross the bridge

attempt to rejoin "D" Coy, which was belleved to be pushing
inland up the east bank of the SCIE. Lt.-Col. Nerritt replied
that he thought 1t better that Capta. Runcie and Campbell,

and the men with them, should come under his own command and
reinforce the S.5ask.R. This accordingly was done. Capt.
Runcle got Into touch with la jor Law on hils 18 set and
obtained his concurrence. In consequence, Capts. Runcle and
Campbell, and thelir party, operated under Lt.-Col. Herritt's
command during the balance of the action, and from thls time
Capt. Runcle did not see the main body of his own Company.

180. The evidence of Capt. Runcle indicates that in

the first place thelr party worked at the task of clearing
the houses on the south side of the maln street of POURVILLE
immediately west of the bridge (i.e. at 196678). This was
successfully accomplished. ['rom thls time the party worked
in the vicinity of the bridge, on one side of 1t or the
other, and always under accurate enemy mortar fire. Cept.
Runcie states that previous to the withdrawal all enemy
positions In the vicinity of the bridge -had been completely
cleared. It 1s obvious, however, that the area around the
bridge continued to be swept by enemy fire. Capt. Campbell
confirms that some of the commanding positions on the high
ground oveérlooking the bridge were never cleared. Hils
bellef 1s that the pill-box appearing on the 1:12,500
Intelligence map at 200682 was never cleared; and while
that at 198680 was cleared, it may later (as already
‘suggested) have been re-occupled by the enemy. Capt, Campbell
himself did not reach a point further east than the group

of houses at 197680,

181. Some light 1s thrown on the situation in the bridge
area in the later stages of the operation by the evidence of
C.3.M. Mathers, S.Sask.R., who as already noted was at the
bridge at this time. C.S.M. Mathers states that when the
order for evacuatlon was recelved he sent two runners to
No.l2 Platoon with this information, but "Both became
casualties crossing bridge". He then sent two other wen

who got through, although one was wounded.

182, A second party of the Camerons operated under the
command of Capt. Young, who though commander of "B" Coy
actually had with him only hls Company Headquarters, No.l2
Platoon and subséquently, at least, a part of "D" Coy. It
appears that this party effected a conaiderable penetration.
It 1s difficult to "pln-point"™ 1ts operations with complete
confidence, but accounts have been written by several other
ranks who were menbers of 1t, including the Company Sergeant=-
Ma jor of "B" Coy, H=19266, W.0.II G. Gouk. This indicates
that after crossing the sea-wall the party advanced inland
up the east bank of the °CIF, the general line which it had
been intended the Camerons should follow in thelr advance
towards the aerodrome, C.5.M. Gouk writes:

e worked our way under cover on the left of
the river for sbout 500 yds. Then the Coy Comr thought
it was about time we called a halt & got organized
before poing further, on checking up I found we had
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only 12 Pl. with us & a Pl. of "D" Coy ("under Lieut
HoXellar & Lieut. lcManus" deleted in one copy of
statement), it seems the Bn had got orders to proceed
up the right bank of the river but somehow or other

we never received it. The Coy Com. had no way of
communlicating with anyone so declded we would carry on
% do as much damage as possible .ce...

185. It would appear that Capt. Young's party had
advanced close to the east bank of the river and parallel

to 1t, and 1t seems probable that C.3%.¥, Couk's estimute of
500 yards ror thelr penetratlion 1s a falrly uccurate one,
although H-20061, Pte. Davies, D.N., says, "Capt Young took
us about a mile inland". C.S5.M. Oouk states that after
effecting this penetratlion the party proceeded to "awing
left from the river towards a4 small village where ve knew
the enemy were, snipers & MG's seomed to be in every house".
H-80240, Pte. Flemington, C.W., states that after an iniclal
encounter with the c¢nemy und suffering some casualties, "we
advaenced up the slde of & steep hill & nade our way to a
house, which was almost half a mlle from the shore, all the
time taking cover from 4.C, rire and some snipers". TFrom
these statements 1t would seem that Captaln Young's party
probably penetrated to the vicinity of the isolated building
near the river at 201677, and then struck uphlill towards the
group of houses at 201679.

184. A comment of Pte. FPlemington indicates the bold
and cheerful manner in which Capt. Young was leading and

encoura;ing hls party:

I was kind of worryed ahbout all those bullets,
but our company comander told us they weren't ve
good shots during the last war and that he didn't
think they had had much practice since, s0 I took
hils word for 1t & keep goinge.

185. CaBoM. Gouk states that while the purty were
clearing the eneny Crom the houses mortar {ire was suddenly
opened. The Sergeant-Najor writes:

Our casualtles sure started mounting then, every
corner you turned you seemed to run into mortar fire
& thoy sure could place thelr shots. ell there was
no stopping the boys then, they were secing thelir
pals for the first tlme being killed & wounded at
their side & the only thought that seemed to be in
everyone's mind was to have revenge.

Both Pte. Davies and Pte. Flenington mention that beyond

the houses there was an enemy party disposed 1n slit trenches;
and 1t is highly probable that the trenches referred to are
those appearing on the 1:12,500 Intelligence map at 201680.

It was apparently in leading un attack against this position
that Capt. Young was killed, Pte. Davies writes:

Ye reformed %# saw the enemy about 40 yds ahead.
The 2" mortar fired 2 or 3 smoke bombs to cover our
advance & Capt Young goft up to advance & he was hit
by H.0. fire % also by a Kortar shell.
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186. This enemy position was evidently not tuken.ﬁl
the evldence of Pte. Davles 1s that at this time the party
was reduced to 12 men, Includling both Camerons and S.5ask.R.
It appears that Capt. Youné's party had previously divided,
for Pte. Flemington says, "By thls time 1t was almost 10.30
hrs and we were wondering what to do next.: We had lost our
company comander, & our sjt major had left with some wen to
$#0 to work on a few stray huns he had seen someplace”,

187. Both Pte. Davies and Pte. Flemington state that
at this polnt Lt.-Col. Merritt arrived and re-organized the
party. Pteo. Davies 'writes:

Then the Colonel of the S5.5.,R. came along & got
nmore men which brought our total to wbout 85 men &
wanted us to attack the strong polnt. We advanced &
got under cover in & copse near the enemy under Maj.
White (S.3.f.). The enemy was too -atrong so 7 of us
were detalled under a L/Cpl. (2.8.0.) to hold our
position until 1100 hrs.

Pte. Flemington states that under Lt.-Col. MHerritt's directlion
the party succeeded in "wiping out" an enemy 4-inch mortar.

188. The "iB" Coy narrative (which 1s not especially
satisfactory with reference to thias particular party) states
that Capt. Young's party after hils death Jjoined a third
party of Camerons comaanded by Lieut, J.E.l. licHanus and
contlnued to flght until wlthdrawal. It appears, however,
that thils 1s not a wholly accurate account. The evidence

of H-19716, Cpl. Brygider, A., of Ho.l6 Platoon, an
intelligent and courageous soldler who was subsequently
awarded the D.C.M., for his services in organizing the
evacuation of wounded under heavy rire, who wrote two
detalled accounts of his experiences, indicates that a large
group of "D" Coy, including Lieut. A.J. lcKellar, crossed
the sea-wall through a hole in the wilre cut by Hr. McKellar,
crossed the main road and subsequently "worked along" the
"lert" (obviously the east) bank of the river. Cpl. Brygider
wriltes:

We found that the pldtoon had been split up
and that there were many of the men of the other two
platoons anong us., We formed sectlions of all the
men there and advanced farther up the bank. Here
we met both the lleuts. HoManus and part of "p"
company. Here agaln we combined forces and advanced
on some houses on the left of us, We went thru these
houses but found that the firing came from some
housea farther up the hill,

“hile orders were belng lssued for a left flanking attack
on these houses, a mortar bomb Inflicted casualtles and
Cpl. Bryglder wus directed to put the wounded men in a
place of safety 1n rear. After carrying out this duty

he returned to the party, which now advanced and "met up
with Vajor MacTavish of the J.3,R.'s", 7Plans were made
for an attack dgalnst the houses occupled by the eneny;
aguln casualtles were suffered; and at this time ("around
10 o'clodk™) Lieut. /. Melanus ordered Cpl. Bryglder to




(&)

~51-

take charge of the evacuation of Casualties,insluding
those ear taken to the rear, to the beach, From this
point Cpl, Erysider is unable to glive further evidence
of the experiences of the party.

189. This acoount indicates that the party with Lieut,
Mollellar worked forward independently and joined Capt.
Young's party some distance inland, the two together
subsequently making the uphlill attack already described.
Cpl. Brygider's account, Lowever, suggests oonsiderably
less opposition in tho houses than is reported by C.3.%4.
Goulg,

190. It is evident that the situation on the hillside
east of POURVILLE, whioh was subjected to heavy eneay fire
throughout the operation, was very confused. Mixed parties
of the Camerons and the J.5ask.R., or both together, were
operating here throushout the morning, ococalescing or
seoparating as circumstances dictated, and seeking routes

of advance which would enable theam to come to grips with

a largely invisible enemy on the hisher ground whose mortar
and machine-gun fire was constantly inflicting casualties,
The enemy suffered some loss here, and H.20731, Pte. Gobin,
Pedey @ Cameron who was Cfighting with a party of the S.3ask.
Re, mentions the capture of three prisoners.

191. Capt. Campbell when interviewed was of the opinion
that only artillery fire could have cleared up the situation
east of POURVILLE.

192, The evidence of all witnesses is that throughout

the moruing the village of POURVILLEL and the giirroundi

area were under heavy and very acourate enemy mortar- .
Eneny observation was extremely offecoiive, and as troops
noved the mortar-fire followed them. It was partioularly
remarked that wirelegs sets hecane a ta.get as soon as they
comnenced to vork, and gets had to be conatantly moved in
order to escape destruction.

e g 1 a

193 While the events above desceribed were taking place

in the POURVILLE area, the main body of the Camerons, the
oomposition of whioh has been explained, had adverced inland
under the command of Major Law. The original plan for the
unit's operations had, as already mentioned, provided for an
advance up the east dbank of the OCIE and for effeocting a
rendezvous with the tanks at the BOIS DEs VERTUG. Information
obtained from & jor Lawhowever , indicates that an alternative
route had been provided for in case of need. This lay up

the weat bank of the river.

154, As soon as the Camorons had entered POURVILLE, the
village came under very heavy mortar fire, and it was desir-
able to move the unit out of it as rapldly aa possible, guite
apart fraa the fact that its orders required this sotion, It
was At once apparent that the S.S5ask.R. had not succeeded

in making sufficient procreoss 0 the eastward to enable the
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Canerons to follow the route lying east of POURVILLE. The
"A" Coy marrative states that after landing *“The Coy
imsediately made for the asgembly position on the East

side of the river, some boat loads %o the right and sone

to the left of the main road through POURVILLE which ran
parallel to the shore. However before long it was obvious
that the 3.5.R'a were unable to cross the bridge and

that the town was becoming congested with troops. "A" Coy
was then given permission to advance to the objective along
the iestern side of the river..."

195. The orders for the adoption of the alternative
route were issued Ly Major Law over his 18 set, and the
advance inland with the Camerons, less theose portions of
the unit already committed in support of the 5.5ask.Re.

in POUNVILLE, began immediately. MajJor Law was able to
maintain effective communications with his companies by
the No.18 wireless sets; but he had no communication with
Hele 6 Cdn Inf 5de, and the wireless set used by the F.0.0.
with the Camerons had been knocked out very shortly after
landing.

196. The battalion began to move inland along the main
road south fram POUKVILLE in the direction of BAS 'DE HAUTOT,
but almost immediately it came under machine-gun fire from
the direction of LES 4 VINTS. UMoreover, the observed fire
of the enemy mortars had followed the battalion as it moved.
Accordingly the battalion took the right fork at the road
Junction at 194676, at the south end of POURVILLE, and
continued its southward movement under cover of the woods,
moving up the "draw" in the direction of BEFENOUVILLE. This
route gave it cover from the Tire of the enemy positions east
of the river, but it was constently harassed by German
snipers who were extremely difficult to locate. "A" Coy

was leading the advance, and "C" Coy provided the rear guard,
Soon after emtering the woods Nos.7T and 9 Flatoons of "A®
Coy "cleaned out” an ememy machine-gun post.

197. On reaching the trail-junction at 195665 (appearing
at the 0 in EERNOUVILIE on the 1:50,000 map) the unit took
the left-hand fork and, moving along the trail, passed the
farm of EERNOUVILLE. Emerzing from the woods, it moved
towards the road and railway bridges across the SCIE at

BAS DE BAUTOT. In the course of this movement, thé "A" Coy .
narrative states, "in a wood around a farm, two Germans
suddenly appeared but werec promptly dealt with by Opl Morden
of the I.8e0 and most of the boys of 0§ Platoon. Practically
every man could claim a hit".

198, - The wiit now deployed samewhat, "A" Coy taking post
on the right to protect this flank from the high ground
206656, while "B" and part of "C" Companies move@ down the
trail in the draw at 203658, leading towards the hamlet and
bridges of BAS DE HAUTOT. The H.Q. Group took a position
on the high ground 205660, from which it overlopked the
bridges and approachea to BAS DL HAUTOT at comparatively
short range. - Considerablc enemy activity was visible east
of the river, what appeared to be a oyelist platoon being
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noticed; and there was no sign of the Canadian tanks

(all but a very few having, in faot, been held up on

the beach oF Lgplanade at DIEPPE). As Major Law had no
information béeyond what could be seen from his position,
and as time was now getting short, he decided to abandon
the attempt against the original cobjectives, and, instead,
to cross the SCIE, secure the high ground beyond, and
push "A" and "3B" Companies northwards to elear the area
of IES 4 VENTS. Orders to thlis effeot were issued at
about 0900 hrs.

19%. As "3" and "C" Companies began to move towards

the bridge, enemy troops were seen advancing south on the
road from POURVILIE, possibly from the group of buildings
at 198672. This party was engaged "by Bn Hq. and support
platoon" and suffered heavy casualbles. Twe snipers,H.19755,
Pte. Huppe, A., and H.19769, Pte. Hebert, E., are stated

by ¥ajor Law to have killed 15 of the enemy between them.

200, About the same time contact was made with enemy
forces moving up from the south on the west bank of the
SCIE. The leading section of "A" Coy, coming out on to the
nain ‘road, "suddenly encountered a horae drawn mortar moving
North", and destroyed this mortar detachment. This encounter
is deseribed by H.19922, Fte. Parnes, He¢l., as follows:

We came onto two Germans at a crossroads
with a horse drawn 4 in mortar, /e shot the
two Jerries and wrecked the mortars About
100 yards from there we shot three Germans
behind a fence. '

H.19100, Ptes Pinder, W., cives a slightly different account,
writing, "there were thiee Germans when we got there two were
dead and we took one ag a prisoner®., The "A" Coy narrative
confirms that a prisoner was takens This prisoner made
himaelf useful by carrying an anti-tank rifle during the
subsequent withdrawal (evidence of Major Law and of H,20038,
Pta. I&TOC&W, G. A. ) - ‘

201. Other enemy forces, however, were moving up. a
detachment of horse-drawn close-support guns, apparently
three in number, arrived from the south, succeeded in
crossing the Lridge (presumably the most northerly bridge)
and on the east side took up a position Govering the
erossing. The Camerons! J-inch mortars had been knocked
out in POURVILLE, and they had no weapons capable of
silencing these well-shielded guns. At the same time the
Camerons were subjected to heavy machine-gun and sniper
Tire from the high ground above LE PLISSIS, square 2165,

202, Ma jor Law now decided that it was not practicable
for the unit to gight its way acrose the river. Accordingly,
about 0930 hrs, he issued orders for withdrawal.to the beach
by the sane route followed in the advance., Immediately
afterwards he found that his 18 set had intercepted a
message to the S.sask.R. from H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bdey the effeot
of which as understood by the operator was '"Vanguish fronm
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GREEN BEACH at 1000 hra, get in touch with the Camerons".
After sending e message to the S.S5ask.R. advising of its
action, the unit bdegan its withdrawal.

20 3. This was ocarried out rapidly, though not without
casualties, "C" Coy acted as rearguard; its casualties
were "quite heavy", and the platoons became separated in
the course of this rearguard action. The enemy also
suffered casualties at this stage.

204, In the last phagse of the withdrawal, on the road
immediately south of POURVILLE, enemy machine-gun and mortar
fire was again encourtered, Throughout the advance and
retirement the battalion was harassed by well-concealed
eneny snipers. A platoon of the 5 .5ask.R. which had been
sent out to contact the Camerons was met near the town, and
the combined force re-entered POURVILIE at 0956 hrs. The
Camerons at this time had still about 80 per cemt of their
strength intact.

205, It is interestinz to note that ¥.19959, L/Sgt.
Haxwell, W,0., of No.9 Platoon of the Camerons, states that
in the latter part of the advarce inland his FPlatoon "met
with a ‘part of a platoon of 3.3.0is. They had taken out a
section of J snipers but were under machine-gun fire from

a brick building in the valley just across the river", L/sgt.
llaxwell's Platoon fired at this buildiog at « range of about
o000 yards, but fire was ineffectives They then resumed their
advance, This party of the S,.,5ask.R. may have been No.ll
Platoon, whose attack on the wired position west of the river
has been referred to above (para.lét).

6. The above account of the advaice inland is based
on the battalion and company narratives apponded to the
unitts ar Diary, supplemented by the statement of Major
Law and by the written statements of individual officers
ans soldiers as guoted.

(e) Communications and Information, GREEN HuACH.

207 Information reaching the Force Comsanders with
respect to GREN BEACH was more adequate than that with
respect to either YELLOW or HILUE; nevertheless, it was
still too slight to enable them to appreclate the situation
efrectively at many stages. Cept. Carswell states that he
got a message off as soon as he landed with the S.3ask.R.}
and the information given was duly entered in the Intelligence
Log of "Calpe", as of 0450 hrs ("CECIL landed"™). About an
hour later, at 0556 hrs, the log notes the arrival of a
false and misleading piece of information, the source of
which is not clear: tho code name “"3TUDY", indicating

that the R,D.F. station had been captured. Major McRae
states that this report was certainly not passed by HeQ.,
S.5ask.R. At 0600 hrs the log notes, "CAMERON3 landed",

At 0558 hrs Brigadier lann in "Pernie” passed to UXBRIDGE
the information of the capture of the #,D.,F, station and
the' landinz of the Camerons; and at 0635 hrs he stated that
an aftempt was being made to get the S.5ask.lls to close on
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WHITE BEACH (to asaist the H,H.L.I.). (War Diary,
ig", H.Q. 2 Cdn Div, August 1942, Appx 63.) The
obstacles in the way of such actlon have already been
noted.

208, The "Calpe" log indicates that after this inform-
atlion was for some time comparatively fragmentary. At 08056
hrs it notes, "CANFRONS % S.SASK.R. cleared beach no further
news". At 0830 hrs it records an intercept from 8. ask.R.
to "ORANCE" (i1.e., 4 Commando), “"We are in serious dirfi-
culties on our left flank". The log notes that as a result
of this Brigadler Mann requested tactical reconnaissance

by alrcraft, but no indlcation has been found thut this
produced useful results.

209. At 0846 hrs the log records that the S.5ask.R.

had consolidated i1ts first objectivea, and adds that this
unit "wants to adopt AJAX". It was further noted that there
were heavy casualties at OREEN BFACH. "AJAX" was the code
word provided in the Detalled Military Plan (Appx "P",

P.16) by which units would report when they were in position
for withdrawal to commoence, The 5.'ask.l. had not attained
the position antiuvipated In the plan, but the code word was
evidently understood as a request to initlate withdrawal.

The log noted, "Permission grented". At this time the Force
Comnanders were already dilscussing arrangements for & goneral
evacuation of the beaches. liajor McRae states, however, that
the unit at this time asked merely for the evacuation of
casualties.

210. The orlginal plan of withdrawal by way of DIEFPE

was obviously lmpracticable, and it waa therefore necessary
to adopt the expedlent, for which, as already noted (para.lssé
above), the Detalled Military ~flan wud made provision iln case
of need, of withdrawal Crom GREEN BFACH itself. While a
declision on the time of the general withdrawal was stlll
under conslderatlion, a message was sent 10 the S.3ask.R. by
H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde. This, as recorded in the "Calpe" file

of "B" Wave messages, ran: "Goose 1s to come back GRIEN

PETER - relay by any meansj; will give time later". This
message must have been sent about 0500 hrs, for at 09056
Brigadier Mann informed UXERIDOF that Cecil and Goose had
been "ordered off at Green". Apparently shortly afterwards,
HeQe 6 Cdn Inf Bde sent a further message to the S.S5ask.R.:
"Vanquish 1100 - make every effort to advise Coose". This
message 1s marked in the "B" Wave file "about 0940", but

this note was evidently added subsequently. The time "11lO00"
is overwritten, and was probably rirst written as "1030".
This reflects the fuct that the time first notified for
withdrawal was 1030 hrs, changed lmmediately afterwards to
1100 hrs. (A similar change ia apparent in Prigadier Mann's
mossage to UXBRIDGE announcing the time, originated at

0930 hrs. This message at first gave the tlime as 1030 hrs,
but 4 note by Brigadler Wann on the face of it Indicates that
it was "Changed OK" to 1100.)

211. Ceneral loberts hlmsell writes on the question of
the change of time as follows (11 May 43) :
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The original time set by we for with-
drawal was 10.30. It could have been
only a few minutes later that I changed
it to 1100 hrs. My reasons were two-fold:

1) Pear that there might not be sufficient
tinme to contact Cameérons of C. who I
knew had penetrated some distance in-
land and who were out of wirecless touch
and, -

11) On last minute advice from the Alr
Advisor, Alr-Comaodore Cole who told
me that the extra half hour would
ensure adequate alr support for the
wilthdrawal.

212. It seems likely that the second message from
HeQ. 6 Cdn Inf Bde to the S.S5ask.R. was the one reported
above (para.202) as intercepted by the Camerons; and

it is possible that the confusion caused by the chunge in
time resulted in its belng understood by the Camerons as
notifying an Intention to evacuate at 1000 hrs.

215. General Roberts' note (above, para.2ll) indicates
that he knew the Camerons had made a penetration, though
he cannot have known of 1ts extent. As already noted,

the Cumerons thoemsclves wero not In communicatlion with
thelr brigade headquarters, but HNa jor Law had left with
the S.0ask.lR. Informatlon of nis intentlon to advance in-
land.

2l4. At 1000 hrs Brigadier Mann passed to UXBRIDGE
a situation report on GREEN BEACH, It ran in part:

Cecll 1 coy on Wesat end of (Green Peter rest
near SANBO or Green Peter sending patrol to
contact GOOBBesewsne

"SAMBO" was the 4 VINYS area. The patrol sent to contact

the Camerons was presumably the platoon of the S.iask.l's whlch
Ma jor Law's force encountered In the course of 1lts return to
POURVILLE,

216. Prom this time, informatlon concerning GREEN BHACH
was falrly full and sccurate. At 1010 hrs (only about 10
minutes after the Camerons re-enftered POUNVILLE) Brigadler
Mann informed UXBRIDGE, "Bill contacted Goose who now is
with Cecll at GREEN FETER". At 1048 hrs the "Calpe" log
noted, "Craft should go to east side GRLEN BEACH"

The Withdrawal from GREFEN BEACH

216. As has already been noted, the S.'ask.R. had
suggested aa varly as 0846 hrs that evacuatlion arrangements
be begun, at least with respect to casualtiesa. 3y this time,
presumably, Lt.-Col. Merritt had become convinced that there
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was no possibility of gaining control of his objectives on
the high ground east of POURVIIIE. A considerable inter-
val followed, however, before evacuation could be under-
takens eand during this time the enemy pushed forward and
possessed himself of various positiona from which he could
harass the evacuation very effeotively. wWhen questioned
by the writer Capt, Funcle, who as above noted was in
POURVILLE , was of the opinion that the S.5ask.Re, like

Ma jor uw"a foroe, had misread the message amnouncing the
tine of evacuation and believed that 1t was t0 be at 1000
inastead of 110C hrs; and that this led to the premature
evacuation of commanding ground which the cnemy was able
L0 ocoupy with disastrous results, There is, however,

no other evidence for this, and Major ligiae, the best
possible witness on such a point, states that it was not
the oase.

217« The matter is perhaps most important in the south-
western sector, wiere it ceems clear that "C" Coy of the
SeJask.Ks had evacuated the high ground which it had occupied
and was baek in POULVILIE by 1000 hrs. Pte. Haggard saw

" Coy withdrawins towards the beach long before the arrival
of the L.C.As. Information from lLieut. (now Capt.) G,B.
Buochanan, the adjutant, is to the effeot that "C*" Coy"had
withdrawn back at 1000 hours to Pouwrville in fase of counter
attack of 1 Bn of enemy"”. Lieut, MloIlveen states that a
request was received from ajor Orme, commanding "C" Coy,

for Fo.l5 Flatoon to reinforce 1o.l4, "As a large enemy
force were approaching down rd to MT shods". When Lr,
doIlvean re d lloe.l4 Flatoon they were retiring and Ma joi
Orme instruoted him to zive coverling fire until certain that
Hoel4 had reached the village. 10,15 Jlatoon accordingly
took up a position at the nain orossroads, presumbly at
193678, and states that the Camerons started coming throuzh
shortly afterwards, This indlcates that "C" Coy had been
driven off the high ground by 1000 hrs, which is confirmed
by other evidence. "A" and " Companies of the Cumorons

took up covering positions, but these were in the vicinity
of the crossroads, and the adjacent hiszh ground was now in
German hands, There 1s some evidence that beforec evacuation
was complete the enemy had actually sot into houses at the
weet end of GREEN HEACH (Capt. Carswell says "houses at

edyge oé‘ on W.flank"j and ef. evidence fram "Albrighton",
DaXas 3 bﬁlm]o

218, ¥a jor McRae, again the best possible witness,states
that "O" Coy "was forced back by a En of Infantry g a",
and withdrew to a defensive position on the edge of the
village, on orders sent Ly himself from Bn H.%e e also
arranged for a party of Camnerons to support them, The enemy
{foroe evidently advanced from the direction of Lk QUEROQT,
At 1000 hrs the "Calpe" Intelligence log records the same
GIEEN [EACH situation report already noted (para,214) as
sent at this time to UXPRILGE, with the addition "§ bn
enemy looning up to counter attack®, The refereunce is
presumably o the same eneny force Just mentioned. The log
notes that "Calpe™ requested the map reference of the eneny
foroe, but thls was never received,
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219. Lieut, MNcllveen states that at 1100 hrs the
eneny gained machine-gun posts "along the ¢liffs to

our right". At 1X15 hrs Lt.-Col. lierritt, still indefat-
igably aotive, came up and organized an attack which
sucoessfully wiped out theso poats, and then returned

to the Leaol.

220. With respect to the withdrawal of Canadien troops
from the high ground east of POURVILIIXE, the evidence of
Lieut, J. R. Nesbitt ("D" Coy, S.5aBk.Re) 1s that his

party held a position on the road by which they had advanced
funtil about 1100 hrgd" , and then withdrew to the beach.

ASs already noted, there are numerous references to
defensive positions being held until the order for withe
drawal arrived; H.20051, Pte. Davies, D.M. ("D5" Joy,
Camerons), for example, writeas, "At 12[00 hrs we ptarted
retirins under cover of the L.M.G. back towards the beach®,

221, Iz his ocuments on the draft of this Repors,
Capt. Bdmondson explains that "at approx 1000 hrs" the
message "Vanquish 1100 hrs" was recelved by the Camerons
over an 18 set which was with Capt. Runcie's party in the
public house "east of the bridge". . Capt. Ednondsonl's
acoourt indiocates that at this point it wes agreed that he
should organize cover for the troops withdrawing to the
beach. 7le states that he divided the available men into
two parties, "one under Cpl, Hart who took up a position
near thebond in the road”, and the other under Capt.
Edmondsan himgelf and Cpl, Jackson, which "stayed in the
Pub", firing from the upper storey. Capt. Edmondson writes,
"The bulk of the troops dropped over the oliff by 1100
hrs. Between 1100 hrs and 1125 we did not see anyone

vi thdrew. We withdrew at 1125 hra".

222, It 1s glear that, in spite of the efforts of such
rearguards as that commanded by Capt. Ldmondson, the enemy,
throughout the operation, was in possession of sitions
from which he was able to bring effective fire bear on
the POUNVILLE beach,

223, The story of the attempis to withdraw troops
from GIEEN BCAQH (attemptis which while costly were much
Hworté aucocessful than those at BLUL UWIACH) may be sald to
begin with the attempts of a couple of Individual L.C.As.
at a comparatively early time. The Flotilla Orficer of
“Inviota" reports on these eplsodes as folluws:

4. At 0930 I..C..'m.. 521 went Lntoo GRIEI BEACH
but was unable to contaot anybvody and was foroed
to retire under heavy fire from machine-gun
posts and the battery on the East clirrs,

5¢ At 1000 L,.C.A. 315 went into GRELRN 3EACH.
The Deach larty sould be seen taking cover
under the wvall, being held there by fire from
1izht machine-gun posts on the west Cliff and by
heavy calibre fire from the Zast Cliff which
covered thelr line of retreat, One man was seen




e

«59-

to attempt to reach the boat but was instantly
killed, The boat was then forced to retire.

"Princess Beatrix's" Flotilla Officer reports that after
the initial landing LiC.A. 170 collecoted the Beach Farty
and attempted to land them, but was driven off Ly fire.
The report recelved by the C.C.0. from Lt.-Cdr. R. Prior,
HeMe, who was on the beach, states that he had tried to
pass a message requesting an L,C.A. to come in, to bring

" & signal party and evacuate casualties. Ie adda that at

about 0900 hrs one L,C.A, approached, but while Lt.=Cdr.
Prior was putting up a smoke scroen to asslst 1t it came
under mortar fire ard retired. This may have been L.C,A.170.

224. At 1040 hrs Brizadler Man:o informed UXBRIDGE

that L.C.As. were "going to GREEN PETER for Cecil and Goose",
Accorcing to lMajor Law, the first wave of L,0.A8. came in

to the beaoch at 1104 hrs,

225. The evidence of cvery witness is that as soon
as the troops began to croas the beach, which due to the
state of the tide was now perhaps 200 yards vide, a very
heavy croas-Tire from weapons of many sorts came down upon
it. It appears that this fire included that of mortars,
machine-guns and small arms, and there is some evideuce that
there vas shellfirc also. Lt.-2dr. Prior had made very
efficient preparations for evacuation, having the barbed
wire cleared away and the casualties placed under cover
ready to be removed. Jome of the enemy prisonera who were
comparatively numserous in this arca were used as stretcher-
bearers and did sood work as sushe In sapite of this Major
Law believes that very few stretcher cases vere safely '
evacuated; and during this final phase the Camerons suffered
heavier casualties than in all the reat of thc operation.
0:‘ the prisoners, only one from this aresa was brousht back
to England (Information, 2 Dec 42, from Capt. !, De Jaznus,
who interrogated the prlaonera} .

226, The violence of the enemy fire, amd the heavy
casualties which 1t oeccasloned, camnot be better expressed
thar in the brief statement wri tten by the Flotilla Officer
of "Invicta™!

6o At 1100 L.CeA3.262,317,251 and 214 went
into GREIX HEACH.

LeCeiAs317 was badly hit ané had to be
abandoned on the beach.

LeGo.A.251 was filled with more t.rooF
than she could carry. All efforts to clear
gome of the men away were impossible and she
sank under fire atout 200 yards from the beach.

LeCoeAo262 manazed to reach L.50(Destroyer)
alongside which it had to be abandoned and
‘unk.

L.CeAs214 loft the beach fully loaded and
was taken in tow Ly a L.l.'ls to a destroyer
wvhere she also had to be abandoned and awlk,
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- 221. The same witness describes how L,C,As. 250 and
315 plcked up survivors in the water off GREEN HEACH and

subsegquently twice returned to this beach, "to rescue

survivors from sinking L.C.A's and from the beach”.

228. The report of the Commanding Officer of "Prince
leopold” (ippx. 2E to Enclosure lioesl3, Report of Naval
Force Cammander), to which are appended the individual
reports of thu officers in charge of seven L.C.As. and an
TeCoe3a (M), indicates that this ship's flotilla, whioch

had been intended for the evacuation of RED EEACH, actually
ran in to GREIN IEACH. The evidence of these orrioors is
sinilar to all other evidence for GHEIYN SEACH at this stage.
The evidence of Lieut. D. e Vo Flory, Hudi.Vele, in charge
of L.C.As 197, may be auoted:

17. At the order to re-embark troops 1 proceeded

to the bdeach, which lay behind a thick smoke screenj
an M,Le warned me of men in the water and coming
through the smoke I found the men swimming out from
the beaches to et away from the machine gunning at
the flanks., There were saune corpses in the water
and thos¢ that were alive had littls strength left.

I pilcked mbout 20 men out of the water and procecded
towards the beach on the right flank of our flotilla.
By this time, one engine was not working and the
steering appeared defective. I stopped the boat before
a group of men who had waded some 100 yards out, four
were carrying a severely wounded man on a stretcher,
Y@ were now bow on to a machine gun position and it was
impossible to manoeuvre the coraft owing both to the
mechanical defect and the weight of men slambering
over the bow and sternt many were shot in the back
as we pulled them over the Low, When every man in the
vioinity was on board we had great difficulty in
dragging the injured men from the lowered door. I
gave orders to go astern on one engine which was a
slow process, but by this time the steering had im-
proved asd we were able to put out to sea,

229. Lieut. O, Mackenzle Kerr, R.l.V.is, in charge of
LeCeAs106, states that he saw a Chasseur beach on GRERI
HIACH, "a very ocourageous and gallant act". Some of the
LeCoAss of "Frince Leopoldts” flotilla, after transferring
thelr troops to larger vessels, proceeded towarda DILPFE
and took part in the evacuation of the main beaches,

230, "Princess Beatrix?s” Flotilla Officer does not
particularize the heachos v his craft assisted in
evacuating, but does mention that "L,.C.4.215 1s believed

to have been bombed and sunk at about 1100 off Green Beach®,

231. The evidence above quoted would indicate that at
least 11 L.C.As. (and probably 12 or mr&). one L.Ce5. (H).
and one Chasseur, participated in the withdrawal of troops
from GIELN TiACH, 1n eddition to the eraft giving support
from offshore. At least four (prodably five) L.C.As. were
lost during tihie episode.
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232, During the evacuation, a number of larger naval
eraft gave fire support from offshore, Among these was
"Locust", which.carried out bombardment from 1130 hrs to
1145 hrs, moving as far west as POINT D'AILLY close inshore,
and subsequently fired smoke bombs on GREEN BEACH. At 1240
hrs "Locust" saw the beach "come under an enemy barrage",
augmented by enemy bombers; and at 1248 hrs she bombarded
the eastern cliff for five minutes, and received accurate
return fire from guns of 4-inch calibre. "Locust" was also
dive-bombed, and withdrew under cover of smoke. (Report
from H.¥.,8, "Locust™, Appx 20 to Enclosure No. 13, Report of
Naval Force Commander.)

233. Support was also given by S.G.B.9, which, having

. intercepted a signal to "Locust™ instructing her to give
support at the "rising ground at end of Green Beach" asked
and recelved the gunboat's permission to assist her. After
making smoke untll her smoke was expended, S.G.B.9 bombarded
the rising ground at the end of the beach (which end 1s not
specified), with 35-inch and pom-pom fire from a range of about
600 yards, beginning at 12354 hrs. Her fire was returned with
Qerlikon guns and rifles, but ineffectively. She again
bombarded the same area from 1266 to 1259 hrs.

234. Destroyers also supported the evacuation from
offshore, in addition to embarking evacuated troops brought
out. to them by small craft. "Bleasdale" lay close to GREEN
BEACH from 1105 hrs, "sometimes coming under unpleasantly
accurate fire from shore batteries and machine-guns from the
cliff". Her commander states that she was unable to give
effective support as the position of our own troops was not
known; .but, he adds, "We did the best we could by firing
smoke shell on the cliffs to the west", "Bleasdale's" F,0.0.
was never in touch with her. (Appx 24 to Enclosure No.l3,
Report of Naval Porce Commander.)

235. "Albrighton" was also giving assistance off GREFN
BEACH, and her commander reports (Appx 26 to Enoloaure
No.1l3, Report of Naval Force Commander),

4., During the final withdrawal from GREEN Beach
men were seen lying under the sea wall and dashing
down under fire to the sea. Permission to bombard
flanks was obtained from H.M.S8. "CALP'"™ and position
of some enemy forces in houses to right of beach
established from solders brought off. Smoke shell
was also fired on high ground to right of beach.
After this ship picked up stragglers and survivors

. untlil retirement. During withdrawal communication
was @ifficult due to great quantities of smoke.
Coastal and landing craft were making for the
nearest destroyer asking for the policy and instruc-
tions which were difficult to give.

"Albrighton" brought back 182 soldiers or men of landing
craft crews, "as well as eight who died",
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9 236. "Brocklesby" was also off GREEN BEACH, though

(g)

evidently at an earlier time. 8She picked up men who were
found swimming near a disabled L.C.A., and simultaneously
bombarded the cliffs with her 4-inch guns, though "with a
feeling of considerable ineffectiveness, since no point of
dim was discernible". (Appx 27 to Enclosure Ko.,1l3, Report
of Naval Force Commander.)

237. "Brocklesby" reported the use by the Germans of

a novel weapon. Her Commanding Officer states that at about
1150 hrs "An attack, by German flame throwing aircraft, was
observed on the Western edge of GREEN Beach". This was
delivered by three Junkers 88s which flew in low from the
west, "at about half the height of the cliff immediately
West of the Beach". The report 1s very categorical, but
has not yet been confirmed from other sources.

The Final Scenes on GREEN BEACH

238. In spite of the extremely difflcult conditlions,

& very considerable number of men were successfully with-
drawn from GREEN BEACH in the manner just described.
Nevertheless, many others could not be evacmated and held

a bridgehead on the beach until a comparatively late hour.
For some time after the operation no detalls of. this final
stage were known in England; but we now have the testimony
of two competent witnesses. One of these is Lt.-Cdr.Prior,
who after beling captured succeeded 1n making hils escape

from the Germans and entering the section of France then
unoccupled by them. He was arrested and interned at LYON,
as were a number of other officers, but succeeded in sending
a detalled report (dated 35 Sep 42) to the C.C.0. through the
agency of the American Consul. Later he himself returned to
England. Capt. John Runcie, Camerons of C.; who was also
one of the party captured on the beach, has similarly
succeeded in making hils way back to England and has given
important evidence.

259. Capt. Runcle states that the evacuatlon .was

covered by a perimeter established in POURVILLE by those
troops who had operated in the area throughout the morning.
Through this the main body of the Camerons, who had gone
Inland with Major Law, withdrew to the beach. As evacuation
proceeded, the perimeter was progressively narrowed and in
the last stage the party remaining withdrew to the beach
itself and took cover behind the sea-wall. Scaffolding

~which had been erected for the purpose of repairing the wall

gave the troops the means of firing over it at the enemy.
The party on the beach was commanded by Lt.-Col. Merritt

and was composed of men of both the S.Sask.R. and the
Camerons, Capt. Runcle being the senior officer of the
latter unit. The party held on under fire in the hope that
boats night arrive to take them off, but this did not take
place and Capt. Runcie is of the opinion that at this

late stage it would have been suicidal for the craft to have
attempted to return.

240, Lt.~Cdr. Prior reported in part:

A bombardment of the Hill to the Fast of
Pourville would have enabled all men to be




embarked. The saoke screen put down by
bombers to the West was a great help.....

I requested the Army to fire all the houses
on the fore shore to give us & smoke screen
but the incendlary grenades were a«ll
defective.

241. During this time on the beach, Capt. Runcle
witneassed one final act of gallantry on the part of Lt.-Col.
Merrltt, who crossed the wide beach under very heavy fire,
picked up a wounded soldier who was lylng at the water's
edge and carried him to shelter under the wall. Lt.-~Col.
Merritt himself, in a lotter dated 24 Aug 42 (copy at
Overseas Records Offlce) pays tribute to the bravery of
"Cpl Keyea" (presumably L.l0206, A/Cpl Keys, H.L., now a
prisoner), "who manned & Bren gun on the beach in a most
exposed position under constant fire and remalned there
returning fire for some rifteen minutes, only stopping when
wounded so badly as to be unable physically to continue".
Of himself, Lt.-Col. Merritt says, "Acotually I wont every-
where duré:g the battle but never got a scratch until in
the last f hour when a sniper caught me..." This wound,
he says, was slight.

242, Capt. Runcle states that after the finul with-
drawal of the boats, the. beach was twice heavily machine-
gunned by British Spltfire alreraft, who were presumably
under the lmpression that it was now held by the eneny.
These attacks caused some casualties.

245. When 1t was quite clear that there was no hope

of a return of the boats, Lt.-Col. Merrltt consulted Capt.
Runcie, and all the officers present then discussed the
situation. Ammunition, particularly for automatlc weapons,
was running short, and 1t was evident that there was now
little chance of doing further damage to the enemy. The
party therefore surrendered. Capt. Runcle places the

time at 1500 hrs or a little later. In camp that night he
found that the prisoners belonging to the Camerons numbered
120 other ranks. This affords some index of the strengtn of
the party on the beach at the end, though 1t 1s possible of
course that some of these men had been captured earlier.
Capt. Runcie's lmpression was that the "rearguard” on the
beach was composed about equally of Cumerons and S.0ask.R.;
but casualty reports prepared by Records Offlce, C.H.H.G ,
as of 1 May 43, show only nine officers and &0 other ranks
of the J.8ask.R. as prisoners, whereus the Camerons in the
sare catogory number nine offlicers and 161 other r anks.

( Presumably badly wounded men would not be in the camp where
Capt. Runcle counted the Cameron personnel on the avening
of 10 Aug 48.)

244. It is of intereat that there are naval reports of
nobody being visible on the beach at the time when the last
eralft retired. For instance, "Invicta's" Flotilla Offlcer
states that "By 1215 nobody could be seen on the beach",

and L.C.As8. 260 und 315, which had been engaged in plcking

up survivors as above described (para.827) then retired.

The officer in charge of | .C.A.187 (Sub~Lt. K. Tew, R.N.V.R.),
af'ter carrying a load of 40 men from the beach and transferr-
ing them to a destroyer, &approached the beach again. He
writes:
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4 Officer in destroyer told‘no it was im-
prnntioablu to beach again and this tallled with
my own theory but I took craft beyond smokescreen
where I had a good view of the beach. There was
no one there, except a few soldiers In the water
who were swimming towards the other boats.

Similar evidence is glven by Sub.~-Lt. H, F, Snead,R.N.V.R.,
comaanding L.C.8.(M) 21. He describes how after transferring
to a destroyer seven soldiers whom he had picked up, he
"refurned to the beach, but saw no live men, cither in the
water or on the beach". ile passed this information on to
Lieut. H. R. H. Villliams, R.HeV.Re, commanding L.C.A.176,

who himself reports that on returning to the beach after
taking off an initldl load of 58 men, he "could see no troops".

2456. In spite of these impressions in the minds of
naval offlicers, the headquarters ships were soonh aware that
a consldoerable party had probably been lef't on GRVEN BEACH.
At 12356 hrs, Brigadler Mann sent a message to UXBRIDOE:

Green sitrep belleve about 200 lert
aghore gsome may be Off latereeecscse

It d1d not, in the event,prove possible to bring off any
of these men.

Casualtles on GREIRN BEACH

246. Casualtles suffered by the Canadlan units engaged
In the POURVILLE area were very heavy, but not qulte so
hoavy as those suffered on BLUI BEACH or the maliln beaches.

247. The Quecn's Own Cameron lilghlanders of Canada

embarked for the operation a total of 52 officers and 471

other ranks, or 508 all ranks (Information from Overseas
Records Office, 31 Deo 42 (C.W.H.Q. file 18/DIFPPE/1/2)).

Of these, casualty reports avallable at C.M.H.Q. as of

1l HMar 45 indicate that 24 officers and 322 other ranks, or

a total of 347 all ranks, became casualties. Of these, six oflicer
and 41 other ranks were reported killed, and five other ranks
died of wounda. ¥Nine offlcers and 161 other ranks were known
to be prisoners of war, and four other ranks had dled of wounds
while prisoners. Seventeen other ranks were reported missing.
Of those who returned to 'ngland, nine off'icers and 94 other
ranks were wounded. (C.M¥.H.Q file 18/DIEPPE/2.)

248. The South Saskatchewan Regiment had a very similar
total of casualties, but quite differently distributed.

This unit brought a much larger proportion of 1ts atrength
back to England., Its embarkation strength was 25 officers
and 498 other ranks, or a total of 5235 all ranks {(Records,

31 Dec 48: C.M.H.Q. file 18/DIFPPE/1/R). Of these, casualtiecs
as known at 1 Mar 43 total 19 officers and 320 other ranks,
or a total of 599 all ranks. Two officers and 858 other ranks
were reported killed, and (ive other ranks died of wounds.
Nine officers and 80 other ranks were prisoners of war, two
other runks had dled of wounds while prisoners, and one
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officer and 16 other ranks were listed as mlssing. Of
those who returned to England, seven offlcers and 159
other ranks were wounded.

249, It will be noted from the above flgures that a
total of 265 all ranks of the Camerons (a little more than
half tho strength of the unit on embarkatlon) returned to
England at the close of the operation. In the case of the
8.5ask.R., & total of 555 all ranks succeeded Iin returning
to England. Of these, however, nearly half were wounded.
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(C. P. 8¢ ‘&Jor,
Historical Officer,
Canadian Military Headquarters.

Distributlion:
COP}' 1/2 - “.D.H.Q- (D -H.:';.)
S - H.Q. Pirst Cdn Army (P.A. to 0.0.C.~in=C.)
4/56 - C.M.H.Q. (Hist)
6 - G.O.H.Q. -’wnntlo)
7 - Spare






