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1 Ix "A" ‘will be ‘ToMnd A "ll'otqh of Oper-

dian Troops in Sicily". This was prepared
for the use of Mr. Charles N of the American magazine
"Forturia™, who his been pré

~. : an article desling with
the Canadian u'lil&nrﬂu Tor lication in that period-

dcal. At ﬁm ,h a J?"“ of Hotes to this sketeh,

> referenses to sources of
Anfo J%ortun .@uum:. Tacts

. iﬁbh col nol'- be, wbﬁfhiﬁ at the pregent time.

m.d !'ﬁx‘ ’l!'. mm ] d'ﬁ’f
h’ﬁ.%wﬁn, even \i:.ln OMQC;OG nan-

4 .M‘lm with 8 now vided. ' It 14 felt, never-

theless, that it _be wor! ile to I this brief
. ‘oltline of ‘the ian share !:l ‘the Si¢ilian operations,

_the ‘more 80 'ss & complete historical record cammot be made
‘avallable for a considerable time %o come. . In the meantime,
the information now forwarded may possibly have some utility.

4. Throughout the operations in Sicily, historiecal
interests were represented in the theatre of war by Capt.
A.T, Sesia, R.H.L.I., who holds the appointment of Hist-
orical Officer at !.&.. 1 Cdn Div. This officer has busied
himself in colleecting for historical purposes documents
relating to Canadian operations in the Mediterranean theatre,
inecluding a eat many concerning the planning stage. In

y m& fnterviewed many officers in the theatre

: \Ii\illlt at a period only a few days after the

"oftﬁtl desoribed, and has made written records of their
evidence. His endeavours, supplementing the records
ereated by more ordinary procedure - and many of the War
Diaries eady received from the Mediterranean area are
of very conslderable value - have resulted in the sccumul-
ation in LONDON of a very large collection of source
material for the history of the Canadian components of the
Central Mediterranean Force. This collection has lately
been supplemented by a large group of files taken over from
the Canadian Planning Staff.

Se An additional Historical Officer (Capt. S.H.S. Hughes)
was recently despatched to the Mediterranean with a view to
working with Capt. Sesia there and ultimately relieving him.
It is proposed that Capt. Sesia shall in due course return
to Canadian Military Headquarters and assist in prozu-ing
the narrative record of the Sicilian campaign.

probable that not much can be done towards the actual com-
position of this record until this officer's return. In




the meantime, the present very brief outline of the
operations, combined with the large maas of source
material now avallable (from Mch ‘information on a
specific point can usually be extracted without great
difficulty if required) must serve for immediate pur~
poses,

6. With a view to making avallable for planning and
training purposes the information recelved from Capt.
Sesia, or included in War Diaries received from the
theatre of war, steps have been taken to circulate

_ pertinent extracts from theNe sources under a procedure

arranged between Historical Ssction and Overseas Records
Office. Three series of such extracts have already been
forwarded to N.D.H.Q. (A tion 3 D.S,D.) under file
number 24/8ICILY/1. While se extragts are not'
intended to serve historical purposes, they ars odcasion-
ally referred to,as a matter Of convenlends, in the notes
constituting Appendix "B" to the ﬁ‘o snt Report.

. In addition to tie #Ittcn Aources mentioned
above, it may be noted in passing that impartant piotorial

material will be available concerning Canadian astivities
1:111 :!:c lod;t:rrlndm th-:rtxio. dm'. numbers of O0fficial
M ary Photo fa adequate captioned

havea besn ri’otfdsh:‘rm am{um pho thl{r o or,t'iurl

in that area; while in addition to Capt, W.A. uo.

the War Artist who proceeded thithey with 1 CQdn

(see Report No.99), & Second War Artist, Cept. n.r. Comfort,

has now been sent thare. This officer, at last advices,
had reached the Bmdim Base noinforcu-m pq:ot ‘near

PRILIPPEVILLE, North Africa.

CBA: o
(c.P. Stacey) Lt.-Gol.
lnltarug Officer,
Gmd;.;n u:utu-: Mq]urtarl.
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Jhn for the u;iuli on Sielly involved a
tack by a very large force operating from

entreating near the
© The aasault was
Sern corner of the Island.

» from- the

& wing of llu £ formed by the
5 : : orce was
m~ y General rY,

od General Alexander mdir thn-
of General Eisenhower. Powerful Alliled

Alr forces covered and supported the landings.

CAnMGiAn SompoHent of Whe Bighth Army consisted
anndian Division, onmmanded by Hajor-General

«B.E,, She lat Cansdian Army Tank Brigede,
unite. The lst Pivision had been

1939 without being given any chance of

» Shough one of Aits hr o8 had-laended

Dunkirk, only to be fately withdrawn.

igade was the senior armoured formation

‘and had served in Britain since 1941.

to n.uz- direct fron the United Xing-

before the assault thelir econvoy made

Atish and American convoys from various

4

s
o

52
"

tiy to Sime. Canadian Division
the sxtyeme left Clank ;] and
task was the capture

e of the PACHINO ;mold.

_.«o.a'tls'.-'hma ‘of 10 .mi- the attack went in.

encountered on the beschea was very alight.
the islend had misread our intentions and

pected an assault at the point where it same.

ce troops were Italian and showed little



-a-
7' atomach for righting, withough om the afterncon of 10 Jul :
_ there wis a minor counter-attack headed by Home Guard
#°(2) savalry. “The town and airfield of were in Allled d
- mmz the afternoon, the field having been seised; :
(3) not without some casualties, by the Royal Canadian Reglment;
and within a short time the entire PACHIND PENINSULA had
been cleared. The Canadlans were getting artillery ashore |
(%) while 1t was still early morning. -

5. The first objeetives on the high ground domivating

the beaches having b consolidated, the advance inland

began on 11 Jul. The direction of the Cansdian mareh was |
(5) northewest, through ISPICA and ROSO towards MODICA, |

whose Italian ison surrendered on 12 Jul. On this 1.
(g) same day Canad patrols entered RAGUSA, where contact f

was made with U.S.forces. These advances were made Iin
(7)) great heat, to whish the Canadians, mew to the Mediterranean

and fresh from & long Sea-vOyhge, uumn‘ unaccustomed;

and as very little transport was available at this stage,

they were mainly made on foot.

- 3 4 s Y L N .
6. - After a short rest, the advance was résumed, this
time in a northerly direction. General. ‘had
(&) decided to use the od:&n Divistion for' a "left hox
-7 manosuvre. A very rapid movément; begimning on the night
of 14 = 15 Jul, brought the em‘im into the VIZZINI area.
In the course of this advance, one infanty brigade marched
(@ "mearly fifty miles in twenty-four hours®. 'The Osnadians
were now ting by thedr long monbths of hard tralining
in Britain; and observers remarked that rer this
warfare they were in some respects actually better fitted
W than the battle-hardened veterans of the Desert Aray, long
acoustomed to making all their moves on wheels. :
t (] L I b 5 LB 2400 TR v

2

et

Ihe Origls of the Campaisn
7. Up to this point the Canadians had had 1i%tle in
she way of severe fighting; the troops in front of  them
had been Italians who were, as a rule, glad to
“surrender. The Americans on the left; with Germans
“front of them, had had a harder time. "Now, however, the
Canadian Division run into German units and 1ts real battles
began. The ny 4t now faced was both experiensced and
de 3 and extraordinarily rugged terrain of the
island gave him opportunities of shish he made the most.

8. The Ceanadians first made contact with the Germans
At ORAMMICHELE, north-west of VIZZINI, on 15 Jul. Here
4 German rear- was encountered and driven backs The |
town was defe by undts of the Hermann Goering Division, |
and there was some tank fighting. By the next morning the
Canadians were in CALTAGIRONE, some miles t0 the west, and

(1) were pushing on in the general direction of ENNA.

val

9. South of PIAZZA ARMERINA they bumped into heavy
opposition. ‘A successful night attask was delivered against
the en positions; and on 17 Jul PIARZA ARMERINA fell
inte € ian hands and the advance went on towards

(%) VALGUARNERA . “ ﬁ -

10. On the he tl_ln front of r.hh tmthn.nﬂuun
stood and rou;m:'hm a carefully prepared attack at mid-day



the heart of the German positions bd:vﬂ they were dis-

covered, seized and held the high peak upon which the town
[|s) standa,. LEONFOETE was eaptured only after bitter fighting,

.4dn the course of whieh the Canadians were twice counter-

- abtesked by antry and .a fow banks. The Jermans had

blowa.up.a bridge at the entrsnce.to the town, and this had
- te be replaced by Canadien ingineers working under maenine-

(1) gun and mertar fire. .-,mmt the campalgn, indeed,
the Qiatd .an eapeelally heayy labouring
with great devot .the enemy's demelitions,
o8 mu.u routaes aq‘ ensure the mmt of supplies.
o . The."laft heok" now. _eastward towards AGIRA. The
..m-uu? Jhad now nearly completed the task. d' npplns
up the Ital in the western part of the island
e up on the ll;hth Army's left., The right w of
. o e lbih m h h Imnl of CARANIA, and Genersl
-lnnt turn the enemy out of this eity,

1ine h tr-t or Mount Etna pivoting wpen 1%, by

ement round his western flank. The gountry centinued
E nh-olx 4utuns and demolitions were numerous;

the Qe ofondmt treops of mtltt: ehiefly
) lg..uth h.uu' vis » oontosted

aﬂ honv; fighting
q: HISSORIA, & sma v illage between LEONFORTE
.- here one Canadian brigade cut:tcnd & t-voru'v
eheck. .,nn somsequense, a full as attack, supperted by
. .-& very heavy concentration of field and medium artillery,

was delivered qu.uut this pnitm on 24 Jul, «lnll 1; was
(‘1)1“” mt_ r1s

ivhlon now pu-lml on towards AGm. and on

£6 - 27 Jul, again with powerful artillery
T :n aﬁmm the m onw Df:t:::ﬂ' on :h-h
N _._'::ﬁ;., \ng thias r'll ¢ ug
" thluﬂln:n

%Ml’:’!ﬂ whish ;“ ﬂg h: %o the ltt:n!hla .ﬁlm

 the morning of 28 Jul they were neinforced; and they then
%&. qn._thl,;_hﬂhhum _ 10le posit
x . :
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14. The next objective of 'the ¢ s “was' REGALBUTO,

east of AGIRA. A'br mm ‘aéress the
River DITPAING at s of ‘the
‘Canadians in eo-cperation with uun-u
which General Homtg m M" Uﬂl tﬂ “into
%&mﬁ” -u + mm
“ou : th.
- British bri ‘.u
Pivision, - omnuu Molm !l the tﬂ ﬂly-ﬂ ’!Mtin.
their way forward foot by foot. The was using his

‘tanks uuuhp ~boxes to retard uhuooréu-
mumi (4n' pmu "n::m by

and tmzfx and Canadian’
“bre to u‘ainn-rm “dealing wi

Gu-m- here, reinforced mh of ’.‘
continued u'uﬂur-ﬂuz m m not nm
(lq) of them until l'h.g. 70 rhérd oc

15, llncutihm nﬁ m!r ultnr.-
-mmdmmummm ; which f
the latersl communication essential 'to the maintenande of
the enemy's Etns line.- luy sontinued 0 ﬂt-‘-iﬂuﬂ--unq

(go)manlmtd' mu!luﬂmm-'éﬂulmhdu
and infantry working in ¢lose oo-omﬂd fought mlr
way aoross the SALSO river dnd ‘cleared pﬁttw

(2) ridge beyond, which were held by German &
eross -dmmmmmamror mnu
mm.u MGCLumw-ﬁ.dthha
;;;m« s of m;nﬁnm'd‘ﬂ

L

16, At m. pom the m m&. Qﬁ. !nt. ’icnrvo,

(22) and 1t was subsequently withdrawn ‘““It thus
“did not participate in the Tinal stage of oﬂnﬂp. the
pursuit of the retreating Germans lp the’ MESSINA PENINSULA,
@& process whish took some ten da '$he Cansdimns, however,

were ablé %o congratulate’themse upon the fact that the
out ‘move sgainst ADRANO m&u ui q eo=operation
‘with the " Pivision on ﬁgh' rignt m enemy
out of that tmmmmmn cu' s 1line.
- Thereafter, withdrawal into the MESSINA 'lil ‘the

one course -open to him, " AS a resdlt of the deve

threat to the cnemy's western positions, he had been

to retire from CATANIA, in front of ‘which the N “‘I"
right wing had been held up so long; and B

entered the o:ty on 5 Aug, the d-y b-fm th- cmuum left

(1) the 1ine. 28 S Sdatm g
17. r»wmnoumwm h‘lufon-
front of the Bighth Aray's battle, cont isly ia eetion,

fuhtin.hﬂuh‘ way forward 'in the face of m uimc
ent German troops. The terrain had been
mmzw ‘difficult and the 6limate extremsly wm The
performance -of the Division in these circumstancés, and
mticﬂ.u-l in view of the fadts that 't had Wbr been
under fire before and was wholly undécustomsd to''the Hedi-
terranean ¢limate, was a source of “tlitmﬂ -.u
conderned; and ﬂ‘u w uﬂﬂ'
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(2¢) congratulated General Simonds warmly on its ashievements.

18. Canadian casunlties during the Sicilian campaign

amounted to 38 officers and 458 other ranks killed or died

of wounds; 183 offlcers and 1641 other ranks wounded; and

10 officers and 137 other wanks missing or prisoners of
(25) war = & total of 171 officers and 2216 other ranks.

19, on 3 Bep 43 & obnhl communique from Allied Head-
quarters announced:

British and Canadian troops of the
th Army, supported from the alr
the sea, orossed the Stralts of

Nessina early today and landed in
metropolitan Ttaly.
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APPENDIX "B

NOTES TO ACCOMPANY "SKETCH OF OPERATIONS
OF CANADIAN TROOPS IN SICILY, JULY - T, 1943".

[ viU o@D I (OR)

Map mcmlng cIas lt-u'y lo.ﬁ, 11 Jul 43. A file of -
these summaries for the Sicilian campaign 1s in the.
custody of Hist Bu. c.l.n.q.

"Story of Operations llt cnnn.dun Divilim“ H Lt. -col.
G. Kitohing, G.S.0.1; 1 0dn DPiv- (C.M.H.Q. ‘e1le ac/smu/i)

Account given by Major T.W. Powers, 18 Aug 48 (memorandum
from capt. A.T. s--n)._ .

"By 0730 héurs” (CIOS o—n Io.l). i
'Story of Oporatzm 1st omun Dlﬁalm"
Ibid.; account given by h]or T.M. Powers.

See the comment of Lt.-Oen. Sir Oliver Leese (0.0.0. 30 GCorps,
in which 1 Cdn Div was included) in letter to General
Simonds, 6 Aug 43 (Extracts, Series 1, C.M.H.Q. Iile
24/8I1CILY/1).

"Story of Operations lst Canadian Division".
Ibid.; this was 8 Cdn Inf Bde.

The Times (LONDON), 26 Aug 43: Special article "from our
pec Correspondent in Sicil

"Story of Operations lst Canadian Divisioca"; note by Lieut.
J.E. Steinbuckl, 18 Cdn Tks (Extracts, Series 1).

"Story of Operations lst Canadian Division".

Ibid.
Ibid.

Ibid.; and see account by Capt. H.J. Mscintosh, Extracts,
eries 1., 1 Cdn Inf Bde attacked ASSORO and 2 Cdn Inf
Bde LEONFORTE.

"Story of Operations lst Canadian Division"; "History of
3rd Fleld coang Royal Canadian ms.mor-, Sieily,
10 Jul - 7 Aug (Extracts, Seriles 3).

"Story of Operations lst Canadian Division". The brigade
repulsed was 1 Cdn Inf Bde. 8See also account of Lt.-Col.
R.A. Lindsay, 0.C., P.P.C.L.I., 30 Jul 43 (Extracts, Serles X)s -

Accounts by Brigadier C. Vokes, commanding 2 Cdn Inf Bde
(20 Jul 43) and Lt.-Col. B.M, Hoffmelster, 0.C., Seaforth
of C. (31 Jul 43), Extracts, Series 1. The Seaforth ¢
concerned was "A" Coy, commanded bz Major H.P. Bell-Irving;
it was subsequently reinforced by "C" Coy.

SItrtp from 1 Cdn Div to 30 Corps, 2130 hrs, 2 Aug 49,
"REGALBUTO clear of enemy" (Intelligence G.8., n.q., 1 Cdn
Div). The British brigade was 231 Brigade (from Malta). On
tank operations at REGALBUTO, see note by Lieut. Steinbuckl,
Extracts, Series 1.




- ——— e e e .

(QO) 1 Odn D:.v hlt l\—ry 10.10, 8 l\l; 43.

4.~,

(22) 1 Cdn Div Int au-u-y uo.zo. |
{88) 0208 Suvary No.88; 6 Aug 43, . .. . ..iio

.0 k284) 8ee particularly the lstter of Mml\mu hun. 7, above).

I Fal

(25) Pigures as at 10 Sep 43: tohgra- AG 5171. DB'PEIBOII
to CANMILITRY, 12 Sep 43 (C.M,H.Q:« f1le 18/8ICILY/1).
These rism-n were not in agreement with those received
from General Eiseanhower in A.F.H.Q. telegram PHINC 3006
dated 10 Sep 43 (ibid.) and are probably not final.
" i, Ol BN v Jnuoans ;. f" L 4

« BT




