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SRR T e Prcoutlon of the Uperation
Seotlon T; The Attack on Gthe Nain Beache

1. This amendment incorporates certain
information which has come to light since this Report
was originally drafted in 1943,

ACTION OF TANKS ASHORE

2, With reference to paras 75-140 of this
R » there has been considerable further discussion
an uttptm since 1% was written.

3 Lt-Col 1,R. labatt, who commanded the
R.H,L.,I. in the operation, Moo visited Ottawa in 1945,
after his repatriation to candl following the end of
hostilities, and commented upon this and other Reports.
Lt-Col Labatt esserted strongly that only three tanks
reached the Die Esplanade at any time during the
operation ("I the wholo esplanade under observation
and saw only a total of 3 Tanks thm'L ("Comments
by 1t.-Col, Labatt and Major Lazier", 26 Nov 45;

inal on H.Q. 1451-603/R5, copy on C.MH,Q, Tile
24 ieppe/l).

4, As a result of I.t-Ool lLabatt's assertions,
letters were written to former officers of 14 Cdn Army
Tk Regt who were in action at Dieppe. As a result,
statements were obtained from Capt (Lt in 1942) Eawin
Bennett and Lt A.I.. Breithaupt; these are on file (ll.Q.
1451-202 po s es on o.I.B.Q. file 24/Dieppe/l) and
mpn e of Ma Piorc.l. Page 8 ed in
) noport Lt Breithaupt wrote (10 Dec 45), "As far
as I can recollect, 13 or 15 tanks orossed the sea wall
and reached the Es ese Most of these tanks with
the exoeption of few that were knocked out on the
Elphnu, one of which was mine, "Betty", did return
to the beach on the order of dthm...' Mr. Breithaupt
lists a number of tanks known to have crossed the wall,
and sums n,'ﬂsmomtortnmmuhu
been on the Esplanade and there were several others.”
Mr, Breithaupt refers independently to an inocident at
Ofl.nt‘:nnmuudiyhjorhu: “Ma jor Page had a
for all tank officers at which he took down

i

, information regarding each individual troop”,
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L Capt Bennett, writing on 3 Dee 45,
deseribes in detall the operations of his own troop
of tanks, which landed from L.C,T, 7 in the second
flight, This troop evidently landed on White Beaoch
and after some distance to the left and 7
that the sea. was sable because of the diteh
in front of it, turned a and travelled the length
of the beach to the vieinity of the Casino, where
Capt Bemnett's own tank, den 1lowed by the

er two of his troop, erossed wall., Many detalls
are given, Ca mhmun “I do know that our
Tpoop 10, "B" Squadron was the first over the wall
by the Casino”,

6o Capt Bennett's evidence appears to establish
definit the number of tanks which crossed the wall,
As noted para 124 of this Re s Major hr.u
a result of the conference at ViI B mentioned
above, was able to list 13 tanks och certainly orossed
the wall, He believed that two others, "Beefy" and
"Bloody", also crossed, but he was not certain of this
int, Capt Bennett's evidence establishes that they
d eross, for they were in his troops: He states that
these two tanks returned from the Esplanade to the
beach; his own had been damaged and was left on the
upper level, Capt Bennett writes, "In Germany I was
in a different camp than the other officers from my
regiment”, This presumably assounts for Major Page's
uncertainty concerning these two tanks, It would
appear that we can now say definitely that 15 tanks
erossed the sea-wall,

T The evidence on this peint is elearly
overvhelming, Lt-Col Labatt undoubtouwuwu
that only three tanks did reach the Esp de, but
the best evidence on the action of the tanks is that
of the men who manned then.

PENETRATION INTO DIEPPE FROM
RED AND WHITE BRACHES

8. More evidence is now awvailable than formerly
concerning the various small parties which entered
Dieppe on foot during the operation,

9 With reference to 52.3, it appears
that we must now conclude that the pnc{num 1t
L.C, Bell's party d4id take place., ILt<Col tt
(who must de assumed to a good witness on matters
connected with his own unit) wrote in connection with
Mw, “There is no evidemce to support this,
It 1s mt::tl.tl..t:.:dln:“mld:;on

« He was seen anyone
mmm either in the Casino or in
the town," (Comment by Lt-Col Labatt, as above, para 3.)

10. With reference to paras 164.5, it is now
elear also that the reported pemetration into the town
of a of Les Fusiliers Mont-Royal under Capt G,
Vi id pot take place, When questioned on this
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subject, Capt Vandelac testified that not 4id he

not get into the town himself, but he believed that no
other member of his company aia so, and indeed that mo

one at all got into Dieppe except Lt Seott of the Essex
Scottish (Memorandum of interview with Major G. Vandelao
by Capt J.H.J, Gauthier, 8 Nov 46). This however does
not mmcuy invalidate the story told by Sgt Dubue
(paras =3), for the latter returned to England, whereas
Capt Vandelaec became a prisoner and mhbnwui not

have known about Dubuo's party. The position with res

to Sgt Dubuc would seem to remain as stated in para 163:

it seems likely that he got inte the town, although his
story in its details may contain some element of embroidery.
It may be noted that Lt-Col Labatt considered his story

"absolut eposterous from to end", but this
officer - lwru].y have any m:;c of th; matter,

1. The penetration C.8.M, Stapleton's
of the Tssex Scottish (paras 65-7) i3 of course "EW
authenticated. It was also re ed that another

of the Tssex Scottish, led by "Lt Bill Scott" got into

the town (letter by Lt J.E,R, Wood, R.C.E., 18 Dec 45
CNH.3. file 24 -m/l; see also memorandum of m&mo
of Major Vandelac, above, para 10)., This matter was
investigated, and a letter from Lt Scott himself seems

to leave no doubs that he never got beyond the Esplanade;
he desoribes how he and three men, late in the mo >
crawled ("as much for safety, as I guess™)

a shallow trench whiech "bfought us out at the first street
on the town side of the esplanade [presumably the Boulevard
de Verdun) where we were a short time later u{turol'
(letter to Lt-Col Jasperson, original om H,q. 1451-603/%2),

MESSAGES SENT BY BRIGADIER SOUTHAM

12, A memorandum by Major G.M, Rolf., D.BOOO.
R.C. Sigs, the senior 8 officer who landed,
describes the nature of .communications made use of
by Southam,  Brig Southam passed his es to
Foreoe a No, 19 wireless in
Ma jor Rolfe's scout car ter®, Major Rolfe states
that he saw Brig Southam on the beach “about 0630 hrs"

and that Southam "spent the remainder of the o tion
in the viocinity of my scout sar®, mm'-.l.?u..z
to the west of the tobasco factory”. (Memorandum, Feb 46,

H.Qs 1451-202/14,)
13. With reference to para 261, Major Rolfe writes:

Brig. Southam spoke only twice on the
air in person during the operation, These
two transmissions covering a contact with
Green beach shortly after land and the
message detailed at 1243 hrs gi sitrep
on White and Red beaches and commendi
Lt, Millar, All other transmissions and
reports were given by me using code name "Bill",

I take no r nsibility for the
transmissions at 1 hrs because we had no
hope of evacuation,
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HONOURS AND AWARDS

14, One additional ma jor award has been made

since this Report was written, H/Capt J.W. Foote, who

is referred to in para 187, was ed the Victoria Cross
ﬁt;r“tl;z)nd of hostilities (CARO Neo., 6410, dated

15. ' It should also be noted, with reference to
paras 65-7, that C.5.M, Stapleton was awarded the D.t‘:zl.
after his repatriation (CARO No. 6377, dated 11 Fed 46),

C@ A

(C.P. Stacey) Colonel
Director Historical Section.

Historical Section (G.S.),
Army Headquarters,
Ottawa
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_..the LES 4 VERIS position, both in co=O@peration with the R.H.L.I.j
~while the squadron headquarters and the r—.imihtnop likewise
in co=goperation with the L&M.. veu:l.d deal with the machinee

gun post at 225673,

12, = The tank bathuon quutm hu m tank was to
m 1 WHITE BEACH with rmz at osos hrs us with
: at the t225665),

and co=
t-tham og:nmol’thhttdiu'mtroum
its action in port of Camerons attacking the aerddrons
A Command Post with three scout cars was to land simultaneously
with Battalion Head diu's, report to H.ys 6 Cdn Inf Bde and
remain with it nhtii 11 tanks had- been re-embarked. The balance
of Flight 2, all landing at 0605' hrsy wnld couist of 7 and 10

Tps “B" Bqn, and 15 Tp. "C" Sqn.

% thudthotﬂhtm“mtéhndin

tlhtl 3 and 4 and assist in exploitation in accordance with
dﬂﬂoplontl. The last tank landing provided in the Detailed
Military Plan .was set for 0705 m, Ittll *up to 16% tanks (A"
Sqn less Sqn H.Q., which was to land 20 minutes’earlier) would
land as a mobile nuom and m;ll 'mhbly mlo!.t to ARQUES*".

14 The two Mu brigade hmma m to go ashore
“at 0605 hrs. n.q. Cdn Inf Bde was to BEACH and set
u;p at the CHURCH OF ST. JACQUES (229685) -
towm, 1!.3. 6 ‘Cadrd Inf Bde, landing on WHITE BEACH, was to set up
at th. ' -
. noted, . Stations and Beach Signal Stations for these
two brm yre to Jland with their respective headquarters,
The ,‘Bipn‘.LSta uqﬁ:l-_-ch!nf-mmtoopmmediato
[ ation to ‘Beach and BLUE ' of 6 Cdn Inf Bde
was similarly to open cmaum with 6 um and RED Beach

15, ‘l'ho sion for the ution of !.u Fusiliers MonteRoyal,

employed a tug Res was ‘as, follows. This unit, less m
‘. platoons ﬂ:ieh ma to land L.c.!u,m to be three miles
‘offshore at 0605 hrs, and to be a for hnl!.hc by about
"0‘50 hrs, . On mivd at the m the Officer

Commanding was to report on board HeM.S, -cmna g Lyt i

orders, If the operation proceeded according teo plan, his task,
as. alr _observed, was to provide, g;mui on."the nsten
‘side of the harbour to cong ro-hrhuu. 54

L

16, The ves:#is cn.rrying the assaulting force for the
main beaches reacned the pesitions for lm landing craft on
time and without contact lj.th the craft were
lﬂly lowered and formed “ﬂq The flotillas from
"Glengyle", "Prinu h‘clr d' ml ince Charles® uppmehatl the
*  shore w!.th thase 'from "Glemgyle" on- tho rtnhta ma passage
~towards the shore was unomml (145

1% m destro ors bchm :l.anl:lnc umtt bogan the
¢overing bombardmen prmﬂoﬂ in Operation Orders on schedule,
It ajpears however that H,M.8, "Locust™ did not take part in this
pronnimry ba-t::hent, u(;l.;; #d been mbl;' to keep 21011: t:it.h

. Group 4 during agsage from *"Locus Appx

_lneloaure No. 13.‘ ll:poﬂ of lam l'u-u emdcx'-). ‘ecordingly

E
§
18

oooooo




' m evidence of B437070, Pte. Iut,

il -

the huhrhent was carried out by the guns of four destroyers:
which opened fire at 0512 hrs and shifted her tar to
the' shslenw Si8e of: the! Marbety’ st B5ES hrs; "Hleasdale", willch
fired on the Casino and buildings adjoining from 0513 to 0520
boglnning abowt 0510 hrsy and ca Siivelgitons, which byan T
@ 8 ene re
about 0513 hrs mzl ' tl'm Peease fire" Verey

. 1ight signal was sent wp ty the uﬂiu craft (Repolts of dese

troyer commanders, luelosm lo. 13, !cport of lam Porce
contndd').

~

18, ' The. m mm u:l,uo plam 1tt part in thu phase
exactly as-scheduled, The smokescreen over the east headland
was:- ‘laid, The Alr Forgce Commander states (C.B.04244,

ara, )y "This was most effective, las from 0510 to 0600
gom-a- The attack by cannon fighters was alse put in on schedule

| mm(memmﬁthcmm *succesful in centralising

(? neutralising)’ ‘enemy fire along the front from @515 to 0525%,

294 mumsmhmmnmatdm“m

ruidc evidence of thée punctuality ‘of ‘the naval and air attacks,
‘nﬁl‘ '03‘”3. C.8.M, Btm‘k, Jeg Of "B" Cay. .l.l-.I.
an exce w.ltncu writes, "The Navy us dry at lppM.
0520 hrsj after we had ﬂ.tnnm the arrivael of thé Alr Force
whe ma “the coast before we 'wmnt in“, A soldier of the
Essex Scottish (1.21634. m. Carley, 8.) nvu a somevhat
s:l.luur mmtl

. umuuuuxnmumanumm
shore directly dn front of the tom, We stopped as

the R,A.F; was just st *h bn-b the towm,. We
waited dn our A.L.Cy t1111 it five as
that was when the R,A.F.’ l‘lohpbl ¢ Then we

m into the buch

‘o l’ . x.l.l..x., may
uuuw.matooahyrorwu! el X L
while the mavy and airforce went to work nth guns, We then
atarxodinaﬂnuawrygooﬂlanain:qmmel“vns

: omornu.

20, - The touchdown on WHITE Beach is thus. deter;lbcd (4ppx 5 to
Enclosure No. 13, Report of Naval Force Commander) by Lt.-Cdr,
C.W. Mciull unlb!.l.. whose it was to navigate landing
parties for and WHITE 4n to shore and to lead and
su;port the mn ‘Beach landingt oy

The nouuu started deploying and the uok.
laying Alrcraft started lroppln( their smoke bombs.
on the Bast Clifl, The bg-buh-nt bombing and
cannoning of ‘the besaches commenced, m.lhnﬂ:g:.hsd.
and although fire appeared to be cohi.ll( at
every direction (imeluding astern) the boats touched
down on the beach at 0523. Two of the Whnite Beach

boats were heavily ed ‘dux the approach but
all White Beach bn embarked their troops, Red
Beach boats appeared %o -do uhuu.

I fired three rod vo:nn 1ights as arr when

the leading boat was about 200 yards from the shore
the bombardment, however, had stopped some little ¢t
before thisS.csees
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''the Casino when itself cleared provided the mdarns 'of cross

.énd other witnesses say by !.36;3;. Pte, O

'mt‘n:cmfrolthopi m,mn
-.mmit. :

'-'ﬂhl to

‘ReH.LsI: who had remkined on the beach were

eredit it with a larger garrison, While the Casine and its

te defences uco serious eulun for the R.H.L.I,
in the early stages of the attack, they nevertheless provided
a certain amount of cover from thn rm of other posi mln. R

Esplanade area under cover and facilitated the entry of
some small parties into thc tm. et

38, !!Il wire obstacles cll"l'h' m were h:nchod at various
points by th losion of Bangalore torwl and this made it
pul:l.b].o ror parties ‘of the infan e Casino, The
pillbox in front of the Casino out, laio; lhitakor
loded a ore torpodo in one of lwlu. m: soldior
s still 1is u 'h:lu:ln(" (14 Oct A sm.-nmy the Casino
m entered afte pmhi the front of the
building had u-a cut. 5 nﬂm of men th- R.H,L.I. entered
in this manner, followed by Sgt, Hickson and the surviving members
of the R.C.E, ¢ 1lition party wirich he had been instructed to
lead to the orxzu where were to do-txjo 7 the Telephone

The infantry, assisted w the nppm, m were well
pped with demolition charges, now began to c¢lear the Casino,
manryhu.mm anjltllntorhrmnm-of
rooms and passages of vurim siges. Clearing it of enemy snipers
was in consequence a long and complicate@ operation, ' Major

'mum atatni "Nearly an hour was needed before all the enemy

were tlthorr u1 ed or takon prilmr".

{t 1oyol a number of ¢ of plastie

lpl.l” ve h blow dm 8 inside tho and destroy

i y who were numerous, ~dealing with a number of these,
nemamthtm'ithmpmmutou the gun

upmncnt in the northewest corner already referred to. '.!his
the gun (which was firing uwpon our ships off-

lhn:n bduin!ho er one, Entrance Casino was by a

steel door which was loecked, Sgt. Hickson blew this door down
with a charge which also killed or stunned t.ho men of the gunecrew,
Hickson then entered the llphccmnt and loded a one-pound
charge on the breach of the guny in which ‘was a shell, This

, _prumb:l.y destroyed the £un,

41.' “00 Im the process of oln th. c.ni.no a omidouhlo
hgnaomn were taken, « Higkson &atol that &he
Ma jor mum states that in the end there
were 'lppmtoly thirty® in the building,

42, At 0712 hrs 1nt0111 ence ﬂle.ho‘ H.M.8, "Calpe” that the
Casing had been "taken™ ( alxo' Intcmmn I-Qt War Diary, "“G¥,

H.Q. 2 Cdn Div, August 1942 px 51) Indicate the

Sine ot whioh the prosess of sieariiy’ the bailatig was completed.

43, While the Casino’ was being cleared, the men'of the

being subjected to
very heavy fire from the inaccessible pollum miod by the
eheny, Major Whitaker writess

. Between 0700 hrs, ‘and 1100 hrs, the beach was
econtinually plastered ‘y enemy mortar and shell fire,

‘A great many of our casualties:were caused by this'
fire; as most of our troops had to seek what cover




| - ‘_10 -. . ¥

they could find on the beach, as they were unable .-
to advance over thé wall, to the fact that .
thiwlmdfhnennhdodtrutha ma-.»-

hhm-;pmmza ft u‘ . ’o q ) dane !

Ilmuutﬂ'l'cqnndndoamtmtho
boats to about halfeway up the beach, Ilieut Baigley
from then on took us forward over the wall,  Ab this
point Lieut Baisley was killed, Nobody else tried

While some men lay - the sea=wall west of the Casino
m;;mw, other she Eheltered under zho wall immediately
ino, One of these was B,36977 &
H.Q. Coy, who writes, "We stayed there d.l
't‘mom”' eross-fire from the hul on thn VWest and the Gasino
AN : : e

44, The reaord- nr the B.H.I..I. contein few references to
Lt.~Col, Labatt, and al there are some Mutim that the
‘commbnding officer was able to exercise md.iuotioumrtho
unit by his set (B,.37259, Pte, Prince . AG*, ccw states
5 that Major Pirie was able to communicate witﬁ S manner
: it appears thnt such control was limited, !ho ma ~of B,367
-~ G+8.M, Dean, W !.Q. Coy, makes it elear that Lt.=Col, Lebatt wi

| his bdattalion dquarters sroup was on the beach ;m ustamo

e ust of the ﬂum u;glthnt Bag“; ‘.ﬂu Cel, mr?nﬁlmm
t command was poss L m. . sl

! » y tom how after. across ihn -3. - lr'q. ;un : :

directed by Lt,~Col. Labatt "to onuﬂ.n men g.thu ngmw to
direct thelr fire towards the h:lgh grouul

45, As already notul, the Casino when aeenpicd ‘constituted
| what was in faect a covered avenue between the beach the
- . BOULEVARD DE VERDUN skirting the front of the towm, . mnly

to this fact, at least twd parties of. the R.l.!ul. zh
commanded by a ::gor sergeant were able to penetrate. (ato e
town and remain re for some time, Othnr orhonl of the
R.H.L.I. took up positions in slit trenches or small pn.u.unu
- the south’'side of the Casine and ecarried on mpmtmupmt the
German’'positions in the bnnduu fronting the e e and in
and around the Castle, .-

46, It would apg that the ﬁ.ﬂt suty to cntor the town
ma;ronp ‘of about .14 men t. A.c. second

in command of "B" Coy. The mtlmo or B.i c.a.l. stmrt Jay
¥ho Wit & Benber Gf Tie pegiys 48 Thet Capte RILL Ted il frem the

beach into and through the Casino (which our troopl at this time
had entered but not yet cleared) at about. 0600 hrs, . m.:u,
obviocusly a most bold and aggfessive leader, was d-tu-in

'puh on intc the town, and under his uroctl

on C.S.M, ﬂtomt
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58. mmmm-unmrumnumcum.
which broke up the terrain lﬂ facilitated the infiltration
. dnto the. town of the parties whose operations have just been
. deseribed. The beach on uhl.oh the Essex Scottish landed was
sompletely open and was ocommanded by the east headland (in
which the Germans had weapons sited in caves well illustrated
.u.mmwuuc. « 04244) at a range of
- enly some 400 yards. It was also overlooked by the lofty
bui -along the BOULEVARD DE VERDUN and by pillboxes on
the Esp e wall: while snipers in the upper parts of the
Casino were able to harass the Essex on the beach with fire
at longer ranges.

nk
69. mmmemutmummm been
. deseribed. Fire directed against the unit was undoubtedly
considerable as the landing eraft meved in, although the
smoke laid from the alr must have interfered with that of
the guns on the east headland; and &s in the case of WHITE
- BEACH 1% ovld-utly grew :'hcltor rollm the landing.

60. LtisCol.D .l'. MacRae, the only officer with the unit
who landed and subsequently returméd t0 England, has written
‘A detalled narrative of the operation (War D s Essex Scot.,
‘August 1942, Appx VI). He states that there two wire

.. obstacles en the beash in front of the m-uu.,!huhm

’ uun' dined with heavy wire.

6l. mm.m@o&mmm.mmcrm
landing eraft in perfect order as they toushed down; the
wire-crossing parties lmmediately went to work and the firs
obstacle was crossed. "So far as I know only one was
, lost 4n this crossing" (If«Jol, ‘aoRee's narrative). The small
lossea at this stage were probably due to the fact that the
cannon fighters were at this mt still "dounﬂng
heavy and audacious athlk"

lB. . Heavier unnlt'ul m sustained lnhcuh.ln;uﬂ
eraossing the second belt of wire. The was doubtless
returning to his positions after the cessat of the fighter
attack, and both mortar fire and shell fire began to come
down in addition to that of sutomatic weapons,., [t.-Col./acRae
writes, "There was at this time a great deal light N.G.
fire on the wire obstacles which caused several casualties
amongst the troops while orossing sald wire", [E+Dol, acRae's
opinion is that by 0545 hrs, 'm-umonaommx

' of the l:uu uottm m-ml were' either killed or

63. The survivors of the uunlt:lng troops had now
© reached the ssa-wall forming the north edge of the Esplanade,
and attempts were made to organize attacks aoross it with
a view to penetrating into the bulldings on the BOULEVARD
DE VERDUN. These attacks were unsuccessful, and resulted
. 4dn Farther heavy casualties. LtwsCol. 'agcRae's sccount of the
efforts of the battalion to come to grips with the enemy
&t this point should be gquoted at length:

o

The a-huhm were set up but
‘almost instantly were destroyed by bomb or




erossing was met with intensive gun and .

2~-inch mortars had been “l““ by enemy
fire and the pecond attack suffered similar
fate to the first. By this time the wire-
%::;8 -:::; were 11;:-3.1: d.:t' '3 m:cm
¥ the set C" Company »
functioning. The n-?-«‘unm to shell

made t 0 oross the wall and was met by a
| - hail of fire causing most of the personnel
to become casualties.
. v e SOOI '
64. The evidence of Pte. Maler is that he saw no attempt to
,organize an attack across the sea-wall; but this soldler was
earried on an L.C,T: of Flight 1A and therefore landed very late
and did not witness the attacks made by the battalion before
its strength was materially reduced by casuslties. The fact
that the tanks of Flight 1 were ten or fifteen minutes late in
has been noted .(sbeve, para. 285). Had they been present
‘ , (as had been intended) at the time of these attacks, the results
. of the latter might have been more fortunate. A.213556, Pte.
- Pleming, J.T7., also reports that he saw no organiszed attack;
but this soldier himself crosased the wall and reached the
buildings & few minutes after the landing. .

65. At this time .about 12 men succeeded in corossing the
Esplanade and penetrating the enemy positions. This is the only
party of the Essex known to have made such a penetration. The
senior member of the party was A.B1463, A/C.85.M. Stapleton, C.
Its action 1s described as follows by Lt.~Col. Jasperson in a
letter dated 23 Aug 42 and written to L$.-Col. Jasperson's banker
_'[L_,‘i.._ﬂlmc' from ‘w“mr.d.“ camp in France (GO" an c.l.l.Q.

e 10/JASPERSON F.K./1):

faf=27 « CSN Stapleton......did a remarkable
Job of getting forward in to bulldings with
about 18 men and accounted for a considerable
mm of enemy in transport and also snemy
pers.

| 66, The work of the Stapleton 48 referred to in an
| untimed message from the Essex to the R.H.L.I. recorded by a
listening set on H.M.8. "Calpe": - Ay

. o D dlﬁl of our men 11: .tho‘. bulldings. Have
not heard from them for some time.

The approximate time at which this message was sent is probably
indicated in an entry in the Intelligence Log of "Pernie" at
0610 hrs: "Essex Scot across the beaches & in houses". This
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indicates that the information of this mmall penetration was
greatly exaggerated in transit, and this ’rohbl.y had an
important influence on a later stage of the operation (see dbelow).

a7. For more than a after the action, Lt.~Col. Jasperson's
letter and the message quoted were the only sources of
information avallable concerning this particular incident. In
October, 1945, however, a member of the party, Pte., Fl »
referred to above, returned to the United Kingdom as one the
first group of prisoners of war to be repatriated from Germany.
He deserdbed how, only five minutes or so after the landing, a
group of about nine. men, including himself and A.215280, Cpl.
Grondin, C.H., orossed the wall and rushed forward. 8Seven men
(he thinks) fell during the orossing of the Promenade;, but the
al and himself reached and the houses fronting the
ARD DF VERDUN. In: these houses t met several other men,
ineluding C.8.M. Stapleton. The party killed s number of
snipers in the bulldings and subsequently found their way out at
thohukanﬂnimodémulwt. which Pte. Fleming thinks
1y the RUE THEOPHILE GRLEE, towards "C" Coy's first
ohjntin - the hiuses on the QUAI DU HABLE overlooking the
harbour and the enemy trawlers (see para.b, above). En route they
engaged and killed more snipers. The objective was reached, but
- &% this point Pte. Fleming was wounded and C.5.M. Stapleton
ordered him back to the beach; accordingly, he cannot describe
the further fortunes of the party. Major C.E. Page of 14 Cdn
u-, Tk Bn states, however, that while in Oflag VII B he heard
the story of a pnny which destroyed a lorry-load of arriving
German troops somewhere in the vieinity duer&bod; and there
seems little doubt that this is the ineident in which C.3.M,
Stapleton "acoounted for a considerable number of enemy in
tnnupwl" as domlbu by Lt.=~00ol. Jasperson.

68. Lmu-m.mm explains that following the three attempts

at assault which have been deseribed the Essex Scottish were no

longer able to attempt .to carry the fight to the enemy, owing to
the heavy casualties which they had suffered. WNe writea:

10. The Essex Scottish were unable to continue
organised fighting .as by é&bout 0630 hrs they had
suffered at least 75% umnm, & large number of
the officers being killed or very seversly wounded.
Offensive action however was eontinued from behind
the -sea wall firing at slits in pillboxes, windows
and anywhere enemy showed themselves.....0ffensive

- efforts by the remnants of the Fsaex Scottish were
continued for some hours by getting ammunition from the
casualties until finally -about 1050 hrs there was
practically no ammunition left. Ammunition was taken
fron the wrecked tanks and used as far as it would goO....

69. . Ltysled.MaoRae states that some No. 68 grenades were
fired into the Tobacco Fastory from EY rifles. It was at this
time that the fastory "caught rire and was rapidly completely
ablase”, though Ti4ColMacRne 1s not entirely certain that the
fire -u caused by these gronades.
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70. Pte. Maler has described the situation at this time as

it existed in the sector where he found himself, a short di e
west of the Tobacco Factory. At this point there was a de aion
in the beach forming a sort of trench along the front of the sea-
wall, which at this point secordingly rose probably nearly six
feet above the shingle (cf. the evidence of Major Page, para. 98,
below). The men in Pte. Maler's vicinity took shelter in this
trench, and as it sppeared that attempt to or =
an attack across the sea-wall have been suiecidsal, all that
could be done was to organize the line of the wall as s sort of
fire-trench. The men took turns in kee watch acroas the wall,
each doing a five-minute tour. Pte. Mader elf fired with a
Bren gun at a sniper on the roof of one of the bulldings facing
the beach, and on several ooccasions he used his own weapon, an
anti-tank rifle, against snipers in the tower of the Casino.
These, he states, he silenced. le slso silenced with the anti-
tank rifle a machine-gun whiech begsn firing from the Casino tower
at about 0800 hrs. He received the D.C.N.

| 7. ‘Throughout this period there was continuous mortar fire,
| and casualties continued to mount. Ltx~Col. dgcRae described the
| mortar fire in these terms:

Judging from the blast I would say these
were 4-inch mortars and while their blast
effect was considerable mz buried suffic~
~dently before explod that their danger
area was not ur.,r-uﬁu « A number of minor
casualties and b @8 were caused by flying
shingle thrown up by these bombs. :

78. There are on file a considerable number of personal
stories by other ranks of the Essex Scottish, all of which
afford general corroboration of the facts as- given above. All
of them dwell upon the continuous mortar fire. One such
wx_-t::ln. that of A.21684, Cpl. Donaldson, J., may be briefly
quoted:

Mr. RBueston had pushed forward with some
of 12 Platoon, s0 I crawled, ran and squirmed
over our platoon area on the beach and
to find some men. I now had Ptes. Percy,
Tous s Crockett and Martin. That was all
le seo that were unhurt, so we started
in the direction of the sea wall in front of
the Tobacco Flant. We all made it to the
sea wall safely and found the remainder of the

« Capt. Wilson was in now and
tr_hd_;.hdl-dutuﬂalamsbhmto

be
linler get five direct hit i -ohlno;fn
‘post on owr right flank with his A/Tk rifle.
He was wounded sbout an hour later., Capt. Wilson
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__to be reinforeed

st_;;- x4 -"‘,_'-:‘;;?: H\;;"'i, J’_":
200 i Gakks, AND Tr KNGINEERS ®
a) m_nmmm- -
;""' w 1' had hun w that the
hnl simultaneously with the in-

tmh omutuun; Flight 1 were carried on
&000’.. 1 (‘.om’. . ‘l.-m,. “ 3 ".-m,o These were
: by nine more hnh constitu
.'u. 4 (ﬁo.m) 5 (No.1R1),
s Was to
!. hjcr B »
” _ Flight 1A

Flight s landed from L.C.Ts.
7 (No. l(l.m .’lo.!.‘:s "5 «188). L.C.T. 8
.%“"m'bqulh-( fadily Leo.®

Lt.~Col.
m-utorbnhou!.l.. utu ttm to land.

the loading tables in the
n-uuu mm nn (Amndu ngw), s e

. m ombined Ly b Naval Operation
glwa { é"l")i‘ nﬂ A ;k 2. Operation Instruction

B AP, IR Sy By Bt ) s

hrs nl.n- -n ( m lmmedinte reinforcement) at 0835
l..: _! 0“ b.q . Cpre
79. ¢ 1t was to assist the

' m
_ tanks %o ;ot ru-ln-d m ‘?:m between the various tank

mu‘ﬂamnﬂn
lquhmsmmmo

: ;ntmod
carried on tank :.muu The largest single group wa
., 88 R0, personnel in l.‘..c.'l'. !. Ma jor B. :m. .c.l:.
_.,,p—qlm Bouh ;unl m. was in L.C.7. 2.

s ; t ,-. " W,’ noted (above,
Il'm) x quarter of an hour late,
unf' te mm ho general fortunes
tlu on the q ight 1A were sighted
';' L.0.2., Appx 9

me. % t& W o O rn.m
uses R

appears to hvo hrs ..:godn.ld

of Lt.-Ceol. R,D, ‘m on .'q.. in I...C.I'..o

Orders had been issued that the three Churehill tanks
ummommpmrmt.mmmu
beach mines (whioh in fact appear not to have been present),

in order to engage the enemy pillboxes. The fighting infantry
and beach signal parties, and subsequently the sappers and the
infantry working parties would follow.

B




18-

a8, As recently as 14 Aug 42, Najor Suwoharov had successfully
demonstrated, in iments on the «wall at SHOREHAM, the
utility of a tracke- device which he had to enable
the leading tanks to tracks of chestnut paling which it was

‘_-:J.._.' » .r:.m

: ™ o] ¢ 0P} “ ol - c“
5Tv, B0 Oot 4W). Experiments had shown that tanks oould olimb
-ui-npuumuumsum was laid on the

shingle in front So give them traction.) It may be remarked here

that hiw Pago's testimony is to the effect that the track-

lnllmu:dn-(.n the one on hi o-nﬁ-umw
&

use on the lrmpu"iw.wmrhtm.

8s. The fortunes of the sugoessive waves of tanks will now
be desoribed in detail. . T4
[S2% Of the three oraft of Flight 1, two were lost, L.C.T. 8

beling the only survivor. It 18 evident, however, that all the
mm-wrmxmmum:mumm ex-
ception of one was “drowned".

85. . With respect to whioch landed near the mole at
the sast end of the e information is avallable. Major
Sucharov bellioves mtui-mm.rmsmnto.m. He
states that it made a perfeot Stouchdown, and that the enemy
tions opened fire upon it as soon as the oraft touched the
. mmumm.mu-mx!h.mu.wuy
after considerable delay resulting from motors not having
been warmed up. Each tank in succession stalled on the ramp as
it lef't the craft, and fifteen mimutes slapsed before all three
wore clear. The track-laying device evidently served its
well in this case, for Major Sucharov re that the first tank
off L.C.T. 8 was seen S0 proceesd the to the esplanade
wall, lay its Sracks, olimb the s Jettison the tus and
move west. The other two tanks followed in its ¢ and like~
wise crossed the wall successfully. :

86. The landing of the tanks from L.C.T. 2 is desoribed in
some detail by personnel of the mortar detachment of the Black
Wateh which was carried on this oraft. One of these statements,
that of D.81178, Sgt. Marsh, J.W., yuns as follows:

I had & olear view of the tanks as
they left the oraft. The first tank was hit
three or four times but kept going. It




@0
want. the wire, but much to my .
surprise the wire M.to,lwazg.m B
tank

- place agaln after the welight of
had ed over it. After recelving a
couple of shots from the French Sank
which was atand close Lo the wmole along-

. alde of which we landed, our tank opened
‘fire and must have scored a direct hit as
the French tank seemed to sxplode lnto the
alr. #hile this was going on our second
tank CHETTA was on the way out and headed
for an enemy pillbox slightly te our left.
The Jerries ilmmediately ran from the pillbox
and were promptly mowed down by our two
Vickers which were being coolly handled
2-!&. Scottlish. Our third tank CAVELL

_ ich was the soout ocar HECTOR seamed

B0 get stuck on the beach and half on
the remp. .Our Captain reversed and so pulled
the ramp from under the tank but at the same
moment a shell burst on the ramp and broke
both winch cables. The tenk now released

pulled the scout car the

wire and also tore through the wall. The
laat I saw of the scout car it was tearing
like hell up Foch Boulevard. .

87. The Prench. tank referred to -gapou-o ¢learly in alr
tographs (C.D. 04244, opposite p. 28). It had apparentl

eoen surrounded by concrete snd was being employed as a pillbox.
88, . -.umpmo than one man of the Black Watoh mentions
a tank called "Cavell", evidence from 14 Cdn Army Tk Regt 1
that this tank was .not present, and that the three tanks landed
from L.C.T. 2 were "Cougar", "Cat", and "Cheeta", constituting
o, 13 Troop of "C" Sqn, and commanded by Lieut. T.E. Cornett.

a9. The R.C.E. personnel on board L.C.T. 8 did not succeed
ln].ngﬁi Major Sucharov declded that as the tanks had
succes ¥y crossed the esplanude wall and his further tasks
lay further to the right, he would ask the captain of the craft
to land the engineer personnel further to the woest. Before this
request could be passed the chains holding the ramp were hit and
severed, and, othe craft having drifted back a few yards, the
.. pamp door dropped undernsath 1t. The Captain now stated that
L0 oBhe oraft could not put in again. In consequence neither the
Wi vuaseppers nor the mortar detachment on this graft.were landed.
swsc{Report of Major Sucharov, £ Scp 48).

0. The experience of L.,C.T7. £ has been described at some
length, partly bLecause it appears to have been the Tirst eraft
to touch down.and partly because there is ample information
concerning it. It serves, morecower, to exemplify the conditions
which all the L.C.Ts. faced as they went in to beach.

ol. C. » carrying Major Glenn and "C" Sqn H.Q., also
landed 1 #6 tanks. A.2087), L/Cpl- Dmn’. J.J.O.. of
11 Fd Coy, R.C.E., who was on this eraft, desoribes what took
place. He writes, "On landing and before unloading tanks we




S I-odhtur after hnthg. --l./Opl. -Doanony 'rotu
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' molnd a.un'.l direot nu rnu mmm guns one of which
‘disabled one pom pom nn" L/tlpl, Donnelly testifies that
all the tanks, and the "armoured car" (i.e., scout ou-)

which the craft carried were landed in approximately three
minutes., He adds that No. 1 tank hll iln track~

dwlu, bnt it- was- not used, :

92, L.c.'.!. 1 was, it -nu u-, m; damaged while
on the beach, and though she succeeded in withdrawing from
- 4% she evidently sank shortly afterwards. -First reports
suggested that the tanks landed By this eraft were stopped

“dn 3 mmn tt‘ﬂnﬂu lhs’ #1 2.L.0,

; mtmummmﬂmmuufuo
alse ‘the three tanks and one armoured car were
© alse out of -action and -approximately fifteen
feot away rn-um-a ‘they left ﬁomp.- :

"lldavuomd' lj«r Mum ururhh vmwhnurru
'W tn o-tm. 1943, presents a different picture.

- "Ome he states erossed the wall success-
m:l.n ‘s secend cn' , made g couple & trip- up and

:-.mmm"; while 1«‘61&": tank "Chief™ moved to

- ‘a'position on the bedch near the Casino from m Ma jor
Glenn subsequently exercised command over the portions of
" the unit ashore. Examination of German fewsreel films

" indicates that L.C.T. 1 sank just offshore near the mole.

The mumber of the partia submer craft is visible.
It would appear that c.l,.';, (tg::t mn&tu P 24) 18

© 4n erreor In’ lccnurylng ﬂu.l eraft as L.0 C.T. 7 (lf. para. 101,
3 _.m-w)t DEEE .

99,01 h th. un of L.C.T 8 -ovﬂchu il omﬂinly
slight, No reports by persomnel carried on this
craft'have been seen. !homm,oflbﬂllrli-!klo’t

1’ states that tain B.G. s tank
( g.ﬂ) of "B nqgwmm'm m

£ i vith M—mwon, "for some uninéwn reéason" u‘r the

eraft "in very deep water" and was abardoned. - Purdy
hiviself is missing. 'The only written reports Ir; ersonnel
carried on L.C.T. 3 are those of four of ‘the Pu
Mont-Roysl., One of these men, D.6l282,
writes, "Un dive Bomber a tue pres de h n‘l.tu
sur notre T,L.0.":. @He states that the party to
hlqod advanced 15 or 20 yards on the bulh. ‘and’
"derriere des tanks detruits™., D,81828, Pte., Labr » Po,
states that 25 men, inecluding Lieut. Tetreault, were wounded
on the L.C.T. He writes further "En debarquant, un tank est
descendu dans l'eau et tandis que les autres descendalent
les canons tirafent dessus™. D.62415, Pte, Dorals, 8., writes,
les tanks sortirent™, and adds that a mortar bomb killed and
- wounded mm!n‘lho L.C,T.3 +this perhaps is a more
probable explanation or th. nuufltiu than the story of the
dive bomber. = 20 a0

94, It seems apparent from this evidence that two of the
three tanks on L.C.T. 3 were successfully landed.
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95. L.C.T, 5 never came off the beach, QGerman Moplph.l
show it aground near the east end of WHITE BEACH, some dis
east of the Casino (G.l. 04244, Chart opposite p. 24; ¢

. runpd b; q-.liu on of qum anmﬂ. a3 L]

w4

o mt now be Mt tuh. unnm noted,
| the three comprising this flight landed somewhat later
. than Flight 1; nndutnthomaorth-mnnrught,
; - %wo of the three were lost, : :
9T . umﬂu .!nso ‘and "B" Sgn HiQ., touched
. “down.appos Tobacoo Fagtory and landed its three tanks

and one . no;t m, a8 described by A.81509, Pte, Mader, J.,
Essex Scot., who was on this eraft, and R.C.E. personnel.
mnu; Spr, Vantassel, F.Bu«y 7 Fd Coy, teatifies that the
t tank took “about three minutes to olear after ramp fell",
and that the other tanks followed at intervals of about one
-umo. B.,26268, Spr. Brysen, W., 2 Fd Coy, states that the
L.C.T. was on fire before touching the beash, having come
under heavy shellfire "starting just before touchdown". He
~ralso testifies that all three tu:p landed, and states that
_ . the first tank reached the "breakwater" (presumably the
.Esplanade wall) and then had a track M‘qm; Vantassel
ogl mt _this tank had "tracks blown off . aﬂ about
SV s and states further that the m fered
a dn-ut M.s on its turret a few ;nm from the mrt.

__oa. [ Ml;d‘thomyimo ormm&tnw
 avsdlable from Major hgo u-n:l.r.. lu.n - ‘tank "Burns"
|, (WS t.lut off. It & m M jor
Mm progress o tod the ‘front
wall., He believes that u meup . intended
as & tank obstacle and states that the mechanigal digger
used for excavating it was still on the beach. (1t may be
" m-n that Lisut. D.R.V. Flory, R.N.V.R.y who landed men of
- the Essex Scottish, reporte "’thn the troops at the assault
"took cover u.mc mtlumtmm ooked as Ar 1t
hndhun-up _____ & orane whioh were pear at hand":
px 2.8 to. anl‘o lo » Report of Naval ﬁmndor.)
ll" turned  to the right iow this ditch uﬂ.nhm:.,
‘afterwards was struck by an enemy projectile which broke
. & track and also short-cirouited all electrical cirouits,
_ _dlnﬂv!.ng Najor Page of gommunication with the other tanks
7 P on, He accordingly ordered his erew to evacuate,
Y entered the diteh and qud the wall with their
. @ntematic weapons. Subsequently, Major Page (the senior
so0 S of ficer ashore) having "gone off the air", Major Glemn
B in-mntod tottlu m of . tbl tanks lu-hun and did

. - -

Ly
aTh ¥

go o 80s

s T The two following tanks, "Backer" snd "Bolster",
_ wers both shilwf; stopped by hite on treacks soon qftor
| hnﬂae The former's turret traverse was also damaged
80 that the gun could fire in one direction énly; but the
latter’s gunn were 4n action all merning. lm of the nnkl
+ 4 succeeded in crossing the wall.

from L.,C.




- member of a tank erew who fought
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100, LsC.T. ¢ svidently sank after withdrawing from the
beach. Spr. Vantassel cbmmentss "Petrol on fire on top of
water in 7.L.C. 444 not reach our stores before we abandoned
ship". The Senior Offiscer, L.C.Ts., RED and 'WHITE Beaches,
states that he met L.C.T. 186 (L.C.7. 4) 'lhnnc by the stern
with engine room and mess decks flooded and the erdeck
‘awash". He ordered L.C,P.(L)s alongside to er seriously
wounded men (Report of "A"™ L.0.T., Appx 9 to lrulnm No, 13,
Report of Naval Force Commander).

101, L.CJ.T. 5 apparently never came off the beach, and
German photogra taken after the operation show it urntly
in front of the Casino (0.B. 04B844, Chlrt ‘opposite p. 84).
The oraft ecarried No. 9 Troop, "B" 8 ““fhe only evidence
found with respect to this ocraft (1 ¥, good evidence) is
that of M.17348, Tpr. Volk, G,, who 8 %0 be the only

on m'ud ‘returned to
England after the operation (w Lb.-Col, J, Begg in
file Ops 3~3-1+2 Div, from H.Q. 1 Odn Corps, now at Overseas
Records Office). Tpr. Volk stetes that the tanks landed dry,
but the L.0.T. eaught fire on the beach. Volk was hull-gunner
in the third tank on L.C.T. §, He states that the first tank
to land was equipped with the track-laying device, and with its
aid negotisted the loose shingle of the beach without dirficulty.
Lieut., M.J.A. Lambert in the second tank faumd in the path
of the first to make use of “the chea{c "but threw a track
bofore he was cléar", Tn order to elear Lieut. Lambért's tank,
Volk's had to turn down the beach, and after moving a short
distance it became “"bellied" in the shingle. "lovement
finally was restricted 'to a few feet." The tank had stopped
!-odhu’.ly in front of ‘the Uasino, faging north,

108, Tpr. Volk deseri how a sniper on the roof of the
- ontno. in position "be turret wall", continued rm-.
“until eirly in the afterncen when the mu& of his »ifle was
finally ploked up on the tank's cn,uu 15, and one round
from the tank's e-pewul demollished thn mﬂ ended the
sniping. Volk himself 1 the tank to teh a
lewtmmmm&thahdtd nn( see If he
could slear the shingle. idently while thus engaged

that he was wounded, and to this z'mthn 1s due the fact that
he was evacuated as a casualty instead of being captured with
the majority of the tank erews.

St T T g ey 9 v ‘”‘me?&ﬁ 3‘2.:“?&:;“ s
+Lels SaW On ea a M wes
Bt tar on or about the RUE ALVXANDRE tams CoS.Ms Stewart
‘sensi that the work of this tank gontributed materially
to the odtﬂrmlgrmotﬁom-lm. This Warrant
lﬂrhmbrm nlhopnrmutrﬂmhutho
tank gunners in ongs !.ng the tions and
hopl.n{l own their fire, Major hg“ this fire
have mnato; lho rm tho beach and
ctptu-!ng many more of our men thn he ultimstely did,

104, .. 6 nm No. 6 Tr "l" Sgn m.un
landed d oo t't‘ 1tﬂ h‘_ tanks. m-m' lmi;od the

I
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tasks. The craft accordingly beached for a second time,
(Report of Lt.-Col. R.D. » 21 Aug 42.) Messages sent to
"Calpe" notifying Ferce H.Q. of thie :: posed action indicate
that the time was shoertly after 0800 " On- approaching the
shore, this time without smoke cover,- the craft was. again
very heavily shelled, and the cables-holding the ramp were
severed so that it r.u and the craft touched down in possibly
eight feet of water, Lt.-Col. Andrews, perhaps believing that
& normal touchdown had been made, irno off inteo the water

in his tank "Regiment®”., The tank was entirely submerged
except for the turret. Lt.-Col. Andrews came out of the
turret, and the crew also left the tank. Lt.~Col. King's
report states that the C.0. was seen to make his way to a
small eraft (an M.L. or L.0.P,) which however "was almost
immediately struck and set afire"™; ILt.-Col. Andrews was not
seen afterwards. A somewhat different sccount is given
K.53670, Cpl. Carnie, !‘.L., who was in the C.0.'s tank

was one of the men triated from Germany in October 1943.
He states that the ire orew got out of the tank safely,
and that he saw Lt,-Col. Andrews, walst-déep in water,
‘approaching the shore. Am;nnttrouﬂunmuaktdd
him that subsequently he saw Lt.-Col. Andrews' body washing
about in the shallows at the edge of the beach. The C,.0.

. had apparently been hit, and may have fallen before he reached
land. He is now officially presumed dead.

108, ' The third tank remained on board L.C.T. 8., This
oraft suffered very huv-idm ge and was for some time out

of control offshore, as m the naviga officers had been
either killed or wounded" (Report of Lt,~Cel. King). Brigadier
Lett, commanding 4 Cdn Inf Bde, who was in th.'l.t eraft, was
severely wounded; Lt.-Col. OuH. MoTavish, R.C.E., was killed
on the bridge, Lt.~Col. Parks-Smith, R.M., was mtan:

" wounded, and there were many other casualties. ‘Thanks to

the u:n-’um of the eraft's ome surviving of ficer, Sub-Lt.
A.L. mtmd. R.N.V.R.; assisted by Major M.E.P. Garneau,
R.228e¢ R., and Sgt. T.J. Badlan, lm Marines, the engines were

got working and the craft was br t off the buuh. (See
l-pcrt by Major Garneau, , ‘'with covering letter
42; and reports of or surviving offiecer, L.C.T. 8;

sgt dlan; snd Commanding Officer H.M.3, "Alresford"; Report
of llu‘.;. Porce Commander, A'ppuuu- 11, 12 and 135 to Enclosure
". . ; ;

109. ° The Senior orﬂur. chum. desoribes how he saw
L.CuT. B "lying off WHITE BEACH, ha - Battle with the
lhu-. batteries all on her own™. He

I saw her ;ot nit again and again,
but each time she succeeded in altering
" ‘gourse to ng one of her 2«pdr. guns te
bear on the offending shore battery. It
was a -gn!.ﬁnni sight,

......

: : (Report of Naval Force Commander,
'8 : : W_‘ID to BEnclosure No, 13.)
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110. Much lnrun:un is also nv::lpblo ammi:gc::’
experience 0, which carried part of H.Q.

Inf Bdo, mn’h"‘.!ﬁ—’ o Major, Major (now Lt.-Col.)
D.G. C t touched down at 0610 hrs
(n»m of Lisut. DJ'. Mu-hnn War Diary, H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf
Bde, August 1942, Appx 21). All thru tanks and a scout car
- were successfully landed, though not without some delay.
Several witnesses speak of the gallant section of an officer
of the tank battalion who landed from this oraft. The
ovlog::op of G.16564, gpl. ﬂor—p T+Bs, R.C. 8igs, may be
qu s ;

OQur tanks started off and as I was at
jhotr.totthoMtIhianrthvtu
. of 4%. mrn--tmm t shortly
_after 1 otuthobouh. ‘nuuundm
- third right behind it., The second
tank was nho htt and it seemed to me completely
- furned around. I did net see anyone e from
48, I then saw the Major who went off in charge

1. of the first tank emerge it. He seemed
%0 be badly wounded hth head and made his
way to the ond tank which he entered. He

sec
then swung the turret around and opened up
on the batteries that were shelling us. In
the meantime the third tank had become jammed
in the water= t doorl and seemed to be in
great difficultie finally got away and

.4dn the process at dol.nk.o took our waterbtight
doora along with 1it, last I saw of 1% was

.4t disappearing up the beach.

A somewhat similar account of the same mxdont is given

b’ D.24017, m mt. Deliey R.GJI‘I. 1! a "pﬂ't dated

87 Aug 42 and addressed to Lieut. HoCoy, Intouumo Officer,
4 Can Inf Bde,

A1l The l.oullnq.tablo for L.C.T. 10 in the Detailed
: n.um; Plan (Appx "C") indicates that the Army Officer
in charge ofi this craft was Lieut. A.B., Patterson, 14 Cdn
Army Tk Bn (commanding Neo. 15 Troop, "C" Sqn), and inform-
ation received from the unit is to the same effect. This
would suggest that Lieut. Patterson was the officer whose
llantry so impressed witnesses on L.C.T. 10. This, however,
s not a certain fact, in the absence of evidence from tank
por-onnol. Evidence ;n letters from prisoners of war
indicates that Lieut, Patterson was not wounded., Lieut.
Patterson himself, in a letter to a brother officer dated
24 Aug 42 (eopy in Overseas Records Office) wrote in part,
desoribing officer. oumluu in his unit:

I am safe and sound and not
'm.d.o-oooﬁ. fﬂum officers are
here not wounded. Page, (Glenn, Stanton,
Rolfe, Eldred, Valentine, Douglas, Cornett,
Patterson, Dunlap, Wallace, Drysdale,




© 118, The detailed Military Plan (Appx "¢
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Breithaupt, Lambert. Turney is slightly
| m-mb-a;‘x 1 be i ‘3-2:'.»"‘
 badly burned on face Pllla but should be
0.K. after a siege in hospital. I am afraid
Andrews and Purdy are gone..sssess |
118. The only officer of the unit who -:vun to have had
injuries of the type described as suffered by the officer from
L.C.T. 10 was Lilll.i- Edwin m.,g m. 4t will be noted, 1is
described by Lieut. Patterson as having been ured in the
face. Letters from Lieut, Bennett himself (eopies in Overseas
Records Office) indicate that he was so wounded before landing.
One of his letters, dated 15 Oot 48, should be gquoted:
R Our tank landing oraft,....was hit twice

coming in to shore, and I got the blast of

Bennett (commanding No. 10 Troop, " qn) , in
charge on L.C.T. 7, and infermation from 14 Cdn Army Tk Regt

coincides with this; moreover the information is confirmed by
A.19109, Sgt. Lill, G.R., 7 Gdn Pd C .
and mentions Lieut. Bennett as being hit" when the

L.C.T. was struck by a shell before landing. The incident

of the officer who supposedly ¢ tanks, then, remains

obscure. JNajor Page was tioned cone it. He had
' opportunities for sing the operation with

off s of the unit in Oflag VII B, and in his op
this inocldent never took place. He lmows of no officer having
changed tanks. : "

114. The experience of L.C.T. 7 has -d.r-dy been described
in the words of Lieus. m&ﬁnﬂm of several R.C.RE,

m-mz. as woll as of Lieut. Bennett himself, is that when
e L.C.T. was hit before _ & amall fire was started on
the centre tank. Lieut. Bennett, in a letter dated 7 Sep 48,

~ wrote, "We put out a little fire on the back of the tank

and then about two minutes later landed on the beach" (um
in Overseas Records Office). It is quite clear that all ee




tanks landed from this eraft. Their fortunes after landing
are not quite so dlear.  One man, A.19894, Spr, Smith, J,, .
7 Cdn Pd Qoy, writes of the third tank, "Belleve it reached

esplanade”, but Fan saj Mﬁh’g*ntath‘“ﬂhtf'&' ‘hie, 22‘

'.mmo' that the tanks goL ofr, stopped and

' ‘fire.  The clearest and most o ete statemont is that
of A.19515, -Opl. -Holland, J.J., 7 Cdn Pd Coy, who states that
the touchdown was "around 5,56 A.M." and gives the following
account of the progress of the tanks: A

e g e
'- ramp was
--nh.l-o gun & artillery rire.

MI. No.2 had tnﬂroenbnrllhu
before the e had subsided but it
mltm when 1t beached.

\m 3. lo.s was hit by fire on rear sprocket

i:tun.otoﬂﬂum&lummon-
rmn;mmms.rmm

218, Lieut: Bennett's own tank (as mentioned him 4in his
letter dated 7 Sep 42) was named "BELLICOSE". ographs

from German sources show this tank on the beach close to an
L.C.T. ( 82 Aug 42@ War Diary, 14 Cdn Army
Tk Regt, ' &)« ‘Major Page is sure at this

‘tank cros thonn um.muutmnm.ms
Lieut. Bennett's other two tanks also did so. The phrasing

of Lieut, Bennett's own account (para. m. above) suggests that
thll was probably tho 0.'0.

116. It should ln noted thn Brigedier Southam, command

6 Cdn Inf Bde, was in L.C.T. 7 and succeeded in land rru t
with part of his headquarters and some R.C.E. personne

"Lieut. W.A. Millar. As the beach was being swept by v

fire, however, the remainder of the military force on nnrt
muuoumb.rmumummmm Sub-
sequently, about 1080 hrs, the troops on L.C.T. 7 were trans-

- ferred to L.C.T, 10 “as IOT 7 was in ‘to the beach to get
us many troops off as possible” (War » H.Q. '8 Cdn Inf Bde,
19 Aug 482). ' The report of "A"™ L.C.T. (A ? to Enclosure Ne.13,
R of Naval Force Commander) states that during the withe-
-mz.c.r.vummmu.mooumuun=
ordered to withdraw to one mile, but "continued to close™ and
Was sesh apparently "hit aft, and on fire". This oraft was
presumably sunk offshore; a» already noted, German newsreel
films indicate that C.B. 04244 is in error in stating that it
h.uotihocnﬂcnthohuh

n'b !uﬂ.l‘. .. No. 7 m' ." m. m. m
unmmy f mmommmmmxna
three tanks. 2 .' Pennels, 8,, 8 Cdn Pa 0.1.

was in this m. remarks that the R.C.%. party comzanded by

Lieut. E.R. Shackleton "showed terrific courags, by landing
in the Tact of very heavy M.C. and shell fire”. He testifies
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‘on LJC.T. ., be

=29~
thntththrnhahlnﬁo‘npﬂl‘u. can throw no light
their subsequent fortunes, Sprs Oagne, A.A.,
Cdn Fd Coy, states that the first tu tanks were caught
wha

in t he calls a tank m, "with Brick wall ant 20 't long";
this may very well refer to a gn the Esplanade
wall. Spr. Gagne states that :HN tank -w left®
and nuoduﬁn » m mﬂu-u no nm on !.u subse~

118,  Of the four L.C.Ts. of Pl n. un-.q ‘survived. It
will be noted that none of the af't were lost st the time of
landing, L.C.T. 7 being lost subsequently 'lu-hg the with-

ti

119. Analysis of the accounts gina gbm of the fortunes
of the ten L.C.Ts. that touched down makes it npu-nt that
29 tanks left the landing craft in this opera

(the ihirl tank

dm”memh:ri.i'um;'.tm'uo

"drowned" (ﬂauo of Lt.~Col, Anlrm and Capt. Purdy);
accordingly, 27 may be assumed to have actually got ashore.
The War. of 14 Cdn lm Th lo!t states ‘! &l vehicles
lost are 2 fanks and 7 but @ 1ist of 29 tanks
and commanders which went d.‘t u'lt‘t is appended, The German
High Commend communique ptates that 28 tanks were landed;
it seems possible that tain Purdy's tank (above, pars.
93) went down into such | p‘ntw that the Germens were not

__tmo or n- prumo.

. 4804 The -mmy qaotod ru- the evidence of eye-

witnesses ind nto the nature of the ubuqm fortunes of the
tanks which were muq-gu.;.hndod. It is clear that a
considerable propartien tanks were to on m beach
my-munmummpmtmm )y left the
landing eraft, either as the result of damage inflicted by
owmﬂnu uss the oorihobnqhudomthor
'ro gress impossib The Espl e wall in the end sections
as nrud«{ olaorﬂd, it rou enly a short distance

alwu iu was not a serious obstacle. It is now
imown that about half the tanks surmounted it successfully, some
of them at least with the ald of chespaling, Of these remaining
on the beach some were stopped before thq reached the wall.
In the central section where the wal _the timber
mnruptwm-dhthophaqoul nctbo and Major
Sucharov (memorandum, 50 Jul 43, in C.N.H.Q. file 55/7116/1)

eats that some tanks "were ultimately knocked out artu-

‘back and forth in front of the . .wall in search
of an 'exit". Air photographs taken on 21 Aug 48 (example
in f1le Be3<5/0P8, from H.Q. First cdn ), certainly show
some tank-tracks ruming laterally along beach in

central sector.

121. So few persomnel of the tank battalion who were
landed returned to England that evidence concerning this
phase of the action is nuunru: l.ln-ploh. The War Diary
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of 14 Cdn Tk R (19 Aug 42) states, "Only two
of the tc;:.l-{ut c:sa on ::‘womu&o get away and .o
remalnder were either killed or taken prisoner". On visiting
the unit on 18 Sep 48, the writer was given the impression
that the only Tmnﬂlﬂrc the tank-erews who fought
Yst Canadian e Panle Briondet’ :wd':i H.Q m
T Bde and dated 29 Jun 43 (C.M.H.Q. File 24/PORNATIONS/1)
of the R ﬁw
who re

rocking”. BSuch hits sometimes csused
a tank to cease fire mnrny. but firing uently
bagan again. Tanks on the utmsm.nm iring as
the infantry withdrew after order for re-embarkation;
A.28881, Pte. Mizon, J.l. writes, "I noticed that the tanks
were “’gtul firing es I wlod b-und one botm Iu.tung the
wa

188. mump.rmummo uunwm

“‘of tanks which ‘orossed the lﬂl c;um
made by them, were 1ittle bet n’m pnuhuun.
Alr phot taken within qpu'sun showed
three on the Esplanade 31 p lhn ‘beach, with
gn.uny one more in the water (C.B8. » chart opposite

#4): "If 29 left the landing &’ one wert down into
dooy wator; three or pomu four. mluml unacoounted for in

these photographs. ~The large group of tanks on the beach,
",:.1‘2:.:2 after m‘h:mu;? : t:.::-t ™
| ; of Shese tanks

mw We now know that many
in fact crossed wall and only later rcw to the beach.

124, h“hh#ﬂ!ﬂﬂmﬁlﬂdm

conversations with other officers at Oflag VIXI B, Major Page

o 1 owtu:hl thn th. rcnnu; mm WM the wall:

:Inb". s : "lonudn"
“paaa .:ga_t’
"lczz' ~ "Cheeta"
"Blo 1:" . "Gaustic"

Brenda
"Bluebell”




r——
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In sddition, he believes, but is not certain, that “"Beefy"
end "W also orossed 5

125. Most of these tanks (presumably, all those not
dlsabled on the Esplenede) subsequently returned $o the beach;

Ma jor Page believes that the ujwnywu-mz.nwm

0800 hrs. Aldr show only three tanks on

Replanade on 21 Aug. reasons for the retuwrn were the
hoads of the

faot that the unbreached road-blocks across th":

Although we were unable to communicate
with them Pte. Orahsm directed thelir fire by
. directing Bren gun fire at the walls
enomy positions. When the tanks saw where his

187. o » Hickson has desoribed how one tank stopped, apparent-
iy » near the south-east corner of She Casino. From
here 1t sngaged enemy machine-guns in and around the Castle and
sllenced a number of them. To the presence of this sank Sgt.
Hickson asoribes the safe passage of his own party (above, para.
54) acrosa the Dsplanade into the town. This tank was very
probably "Bert", which appears in published German photographs




entered h! our troops Lieut. BEwaner
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and Oerman newsreels as stopped at this point. "Bers®,
comaanded Vg ¥.87848, 5.5.N. Mensies, 0., belonged to No.6@)
Troop; "B" Bgn (para. 1

1890. ununtm-.mmun-rmm-
blocks with explos one Lfunctions

Assault Mgineers. This
to Liout. W.A, Ewener, 7 Pd Coy,
his ty were carried in H.¥.8. "Glengyle"™ und landed in
front of the Casino from an L.C.M, ::::m..

:
5
e
d
:
:
i

made for sum;nnte‘g:-mwumum
the rosd-blocks. At this Mr.

stomach, and although he contrived to carry a charge into
the Casinoe he was too weak to go further.

130. A.20191, L/Cpl. Sinasac, M.D., 11 Pd Coy, N.C.E.,
now took charge, and with the mvu-‘ of

%o carry out the allotted task. His object
block across the head of the RUE DR 8Y s loading in
the main rosds to the south. With two men named Kerr and
MoCaslin he reached the same theatre noar the PORTE DU PORT
D'QUEST which had been entered « Hill's party (above,
paras. 47 ££.). NoCaslin was » tly wounded. Sinasac returned
to the Casino for more explosives, some charges having been
dropped when men were hit. He was by A.360R0, Spr.

Laur, LW., of H.Q., R.C.E., 8 Cdn ¥. On the return w

to the theatre Kerr was wounded. It had been impossible to

find all the charges that were required, but Sinasasc's party

now made for the road-block with those avallable. Heavy
machino-gun fire came down, and Sinsssac was wounded and Kerr
wounded a socond time., 8pr. Laur states that the few

ohn.nl avallable were on the bloock and blown, but
he s that "as the was falrly large” he does not
believe that they can have done. dansge. He had no
opportunity of examining the block afterwards.

181. Spr. Laur speaks highly of

mination of L/Cpl. Sinasac, and this N.C.0. was lﬂlor-nly
awarded the D.C.i. 8Spr. Law himself rece
in despatohes. The above sumsary is based
agoount given by Sinasac, supplemented by that Laur.
Both are included in the rile of Engineer personal stories

|
|
E
|
¥
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144. I% will be recalled that about the same time GCeneral
Roberts, having been informed (likewise inaccurately) that
the Royal t of Canada had not got ashore on BLUE BEACH,
had ordered %0 land on RED BUAGH, About 0630 hrs,
therefore, ho was veory strong measures to reinforce
this beach, where he be. .tho Essex Scottish to be making
m The Nilitary Forge Commander's actlion is thus

by C.B. 042443 : .

i AS that Sime his main pre-

the he of the tanks
ashore.
146. At 0630 hrs, sccord. ¥s the entry was made in
the 'gnp-" Intelligence Log, M.R« going ashore Red
"
146 As already explained, Les Pusiliers Mont-Royal

had crossed the Chamnel in L.C.P.(L)s, which were mow lying
in the boat 1 awal orders. Lt.~0ol. Menard had
aboard "Calpe" at O hrs and had received his
ructions. e instructions were now passed to the
L.O«Pe{L)a by loud haller, to the following effect. Whereas
in the event of everything goling according to plan the
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uui::':' AR S BHNO JHID SN00; Pregiretery $6 MeERILN-
ANGO, preparatory

imw perimeter and mu-l.u the withdrawal of &
mnmrm..mwar-mnm acc to Lieut.
(now Capt.) A.A. Maasson, who was on z..c P.(L) 84, made

the region of the Tobacco Factory the unit's ru-u ob jective.

:t thi; tmmmmury itself was alroady burning
lercely.

147, Capt. Ilauun lhtu that the boats, m uu:l.
evidence indicates were 26 in m.nzmd

in single line. He belisves, but 1s mtnli uﬂun.
that order of sub-units f‘r- right S0 lert (1.e.,

west to east) wes “D" Coy; “A" Coy g™ ¢ H.Q. m;

m. - The d'ﬂm om lho L.C.P. Group was LG.-

Cdr. J.H. Dathan, R.N. was in M.L. 214. LS.~Cdr. Dathan's
report 27 oo Enaleeure 85 15, Be ort of Naval Farce
Commander) describes the landing as t

The beach was obsoured by smoke, and
heavy fire from cliffs to the west was
experienced during the run in. Immediately
the Officer Commanding FP.M.R. had shoved
off, M.L. B14 went shead at full speed
towards the oliffs so as %o clear the
front and make further smoke to cover the
boats. All boats (26) beached at about
0700, and with the exception of a few
wounded soldiers, all soldiera landed at
full speed. When the boats came out of
~ the smoke, tho beach was ted at varying
distances between 50 and 8 . Very
heavy firing was opened on boats rrom
bulldings in front ot %

guns

and from iho top of

heavy machine gun ftro. mortar fire
grenudes. The boat ad

the entire range of Red nnl White Beaches,
and with the exoept

E
:

E
8
5
:

that very heavy casualtlies were experienced
imnediately the soldiers landed. Of the
26 boats which boached, B4 withdrew. One
was destroyed by fire as it withdrew. It
is not imown what happened to the other

two.
The that the Fus. N.R. had landed was entered in the
"Cal Intelligence Log at 0704 hrs.
149. It is obvious that the unarmoured L.C.P.(L)s were

heavily fired upon as they approacshed the shore. Capt.
Masson reports that he saw one craft hit and sunk, and many




‘that the unit should land on REP BEACH, in the event

"0.B. 04244 (para. 214), which attributes the landing of

-3T=

others struck. His own boat was not hit, ﬁuu;h. there
were many near misses.

150. Although General Roberts' intention had been

it was scattered along the whole extent of RED and
Beaches, and a vor{ considerable proportion of it

in faet landed of WHITE BEACH on the narrow strip
of shingle under the lofty eliffs. Capt. Masson believed
that the reason for this was heavy fire from the east
¢1iff experienced as the L.C.P. Group moved in; but

& somewhat more probable explanation is that given in

these elements so far west to "the ltrm Westeily set of
the  tide and the smokescreen which made vlllbuity very

+ poor",

151. Although a lm!.lmblo part of the unit was
certainly landed under the cliff, theré 1s ample evidence
from Fus.M.R. personnel to support Lt.,-~0dr. Dathan's
statement that the boats were spread out over the whole
of RED and WHITE Beamches. The returning members of the

‘unit were reguired to £ill out a ?lltlmh'i spec

the eraft on which they were carried and whether it had
landed on the "right" or the "gentre"™ of the beach. The

. file of these questionnaires contains evidence from 14 L.C.P.
"““(L)s; and while it 1s not entirely satisfactory’ in many

gases, the uzght of it in ten of these 1lnstances appears
to be to the effect that the oraft landed in the centre
or the right centre of the beach, i.e. to the east of
the ¢liffs, ' It must be remembered, however, that boat
casualties were probably heaviest on the extreme right,
and the evidence for this sesctor iz in all likelihood
particularly incomplete. The men who can testify to
events here are oh!.cr].y those who, as in the case of
D.Olalﬂl, .gt s Je, wore wounded immediately after

nuumkintomhntmmm
thu, or who vorc wounded before landing and never went
ashore.

152, !-o witnesses state that they went ashore in
the left sector of the beach. A number mention contact
with the Essex Scottish, and several speak of events

in th. v!.cl.nuy of th- Tobacco mtm

m. Capt. (now m—mﬂ D.F. MacRae, whose wumo
on the Egsex Scottish sector has been quoted at length,
has told the present writer of how the Fusiliers came

ashore. '!ho boats, he states, approached the bulh at
speed, and the troops poured out of them and

- the beach with bayonets fixed, lurr-ﬂng very vy ou-

ualties immedliately.

164,  Unfortunately, the ro'no:rdt of ‘the Pus.M.R. in
this engagement are unsatisfactory. The unitts War Diary
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makes no attempt whatever to provide a narrative of its
action; the diarist contents himself with transcribing .
the brief and necessarily inaccurate teleprinter summary

of the operation issued by H.Q. First Cdn Army the day
following the operation. The answers to the question-
naire already referred to have only a ted value.

The narrative which follows has been t up from them

and from the further evidence of a number of individuals,
ineluding several members of the unit who were captured

and subsequently succeeded in making their escape.

1656, The portion of the unit landed under the nurtl
west of tho Casino was unable to sccomplish anything.
. Gapt, Masa who was in this area, states that his

men were bn‘hhrodhxﬁu turn events had taken. He
88w no of his own company commander, Capt, R.J.H,
Haineault (who had in fact been badly wounded and is

a prisoner of m]. and received no orders from him
after landing. The evidence of Ptes. G. Joly, C. Lafleur,
and R, Vanier, all of whom are returned prisoners of

war (see be n. paras. 156 and 158, and subsequent

l»ul), is that Qapt. 8, Marchand, cemmanding "A"
@0y, which had landed under the onrts. was unable to
-L wireless contact with higher authority as his set
had been damaged b: water.

1586, ‘The three soldiers mentiomed r-pwtod as foum
on the rertunu of the men in thia area:

_ As long as they rmiu& close
to tie uur face ﬂh- men nrxloqu-at-
ively ufo. : opped
mortar bombs from tho top which exploded
without doing much damage. this
301;;;.: position, h:;.v:r. the l.:h of
e " were unable to engage the
and'ntho therefore made numerous
attempts to wrk round to the flanks and
also to silence enemy M.G. fire by setting
up mortars on more exposed pulnm on
the beach, None of these attempts were
successful and merely resulted im further
heavy casualties. :

15%7. After a time, the enemy, discovering presumably
that the portions of the eRs thus pinned down-on
the narrow strip of beéach sliff were unable to
resume the offensive, baom bolder and b to roll
up the unit from the west. The evidence Capt. MNasson
indloates that the enemy troops reached the beach by
some track to the west of the point where the Fus.M.R.
men had landed. At a time when Capt. Masson was attempt-
ing to organize an attack across the extreme western end
of the sea-wall, between the Casino and the cliff, Capt.
Marchand and a group of Fus.M.R. men appeared from the
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west with their hands up, followed by a German officer

and some German soldiers with a mechine-gun. Capt. Marchand
told Capt. Masson that further resistance was impossible,
and he and the men with him then surrendered. 0 + Masson
believes tha®t the time was between 10350 and 1045 hrs. The
prisoners were marched west on the beach and taken to the
top of the cliff by a steep track, probably at the break

in the cliffs at 215685. .

158. Capt. Masson had considerable difficulty in estim-
ating the total number of men of his unit captured under
the cliff; his estimate, which had been as low as 100,
finally rose £o 200. C.B.04244, apparently on the strength
of evidence from the three escaped prisoners alre men tioned,
states that 288 men surrendered here., This ¢ s not
given in any of the written accounts of their errogation
vhich the present writer has seen (C.M.H.Q. file 4/POW/1).
It seems somewhat high, in view of the evidence quoted
above concerning the comparatively large proeportion of

the unit which landed east of the oliffs.

159, Some personmnel of the Fus.M.R. were active in
and around the Casino. One of these was D.61182, P.S.M. Dumais,
L.A., who landed near the Casino. The L.C.P. (L’ earrying
his party, which consisted of men from the mortar platoon,
pulled offshore prematurely when only six men had landed,
carrying 14 other men and the mortars out to sea, P.8.M,
Dumais entered the Casino and assisted in arganizing the
defence of i1t. About 1000 hrs he engaged # in the
steeple of the Church of St, Remy with a Bren gun and
silenced them. - Attempts to organize attacks across the
boulevard to the town were abandoned on account of lack of
smoke bombs,. :

160. When our troops withdrew from the Casino, P.S.M.
Dumais returned to the beach., He attempted to beard an
L.C.A., but was borne down by the weight of his equip-
ment and nearly drowned. He got back to shore and joined
& group of men sheltering behind ome of the beached L.C.Ts.
An attempt was made o or e defence here, but the ;
rising tide made the position untenable and on the appear-
ance of the enemy in strength the party surrendered.
(Memoranda of P.S,M. Dumais' evidence are in C.M.H.Q. file
4/POW/1. This W.0. later escaped and was awarded the

M.M. He was one of the Canadian personnel attached te

the First Army in TUNISIA, and distinguished himself there;
see C.M.H.Q. file 10/DUMAIS L.A./1.) y '

161. Some parties of the Pusiliers penetrated inte
the town, all apparently in the visinity of the Casino.
D.62050, Sgt. Dubue, P,, who had landed near the west end
of the Casino, after spending a considerable time on the
beach made his way east through the backyards of houses
on the RUE ALEXANDRE DUMAS, followed by about 1l men

of the Pus.M.R. This party got into the town through a
gep in the .road-block.scross the RUE DE SYGOGNE. -They
advanced down this street, destroyed a party of Germans
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in a weapon-pit at the intersection of the RUE CILAUDE .
GROVLARD, and then advanced east slong the latter

street and the QUAI BERIGNY to the BASSIN DUQUESNE

and the BASSIN DU. CANADA, After inflicting casualties
nﬂumﬁnmuuuxsum:mw Dubue 's
party, which was now largely out of tion, was
encircled and captured.

. 168, The pu-t; were disarmed, forced to strip to
 their underwear, and left guarded by ome German soldier.
This man they overpowered, and the party then began to
run. 8gt. Dubue himself succeeded in finding his way
back to the Promenade in front of the town, and reached
 the hquh. where he found Lt.~Col. m wounded.

' 1634 . . This story rests oumolf um the evidence

of 8gte Dubuc, who is unable to give the names of any
other men of the party, and who has not seen any of them
since the operation. The present writer, however,
believes that Sgt. Dubue's story can in monl be
aocepted as accurate, although there may be doubt con-
unl.n; some a.uus.

164, . It appears that Capt. G. Vandelme also took

& party of the Fusiliers into the towm. Sgt. Dubuc
. #atates that as his own party wes approaching the road-
block at the RUE DE SYGOGNE, they saw this officer with
a group of about 20 men, spparently under excellent con-
trol, enter the buildingsfronting on the BOULEVARD DE
 VERDUN near the PORTE DU.. PORT D'OUEST. .What this party
subsequently accomplished is not known, but Sgt. Dubue
later saw Capt. Vandelac on the beach and heard him
gho the order for re-embarkation. A number of men of

the unit subsequently testified to the death of Capt.

‘Vandelac, who was sald to have been crushed between an
L.,C.A. and an L.C,T. to which men were being transferred.
Nevertheless, he is now known to be a prisomer of war.

1“. The evidence of 9.0888'?. Cpls Metealfe, Hs,

who was wounded soon after landing, is that Capt. Vandelae
uiud "£11l all had got ashore®™, and then "called his
platoon commanders®, (Cpl. aumo writes, "I saw

them disappear over wall, Later during the day they

came back same way"., This may indicate that cnpt. -
Vandelac led what men of his company he could collect
over the sea-wall and inte the town. .

166, Of the men of the unit who landed on the beasch
.east of the Casine many, as in the case of. the other
units concerned, were unabke to. advance more than a few
yards from the point of landing. For example, D.62017,
Ptes Ricard, Cs, who states that he landed to the left
of the beach from L.C.P.(L):10, testifies that it was not
possible to advance more than 75 feet from the water's
edge. Seme men (for instance, D.61191, Pte, Malo, H.),
state that they advanced as far as the barbed wire.




D.114955, Pte. Potrin, P., desoribes how he cut a path
. thr mmnmmmm-ocm.n.
a

. reperts mtmw-urwummm

167. It is worth noting that tnphtuu:tﬂ

'm Muto reserve for the commander of 6

. the tanks go ashore. There
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tly ordered hie
nhlm against the sea-wall. D.618282, Pte, Belair, L.,

wire, but adds that, a tank, they advanced
"jusqu'a la premisre rue", where they fired on Germans
in the second stories of the houses. An of'Ticer of another

nmn refers to Capt. Vandelac, though not in con-
nection with this incident, 1t iz not
louﬂ.puon refers u the mk of Capt. Vandelao's pu;;y.

mnum had been detalled to land with Fligh
or

‘.I “iﬂﬂd’f-mm.!‘f : ate
bullding beach roadways, and subsequently become

a
:
:

These men were divided between L.C.Ts. 1, 2 and 3. No
T Lh'&'mm::'m n T, ." gt -
LeCeT. L.C.7T. ‘none a ar
to have disembarked, g:" on 4 tpgo_
rnuﬁno‘umﬂﬂ-l ﬂnyhﬂhﬂ

also half

;
i
i

of the .‘w‘u -“.“. whie
“. 4 5 - A

r . -
168. - "L.~06¥, Menard and his headquarters gr
on the beash east of the Casino and set up'as well as they
could under heavy fire. Lt,~Col: Menard himself was
wounded in one m wuuu Ir.z after
" 4n conversation th I.t.-oo 2 Oct 42
]

4
E

the twm;tvu-hﬂw.t“ﬂuth-hﬂmim

(e)

four bullets in the arm and had subsequently been struck
on the head & plece of "shrapnel", Sgt. Dubuc states
that at the ¢ of re-embarkation Lt.~Col, Menard refused
to go sboard until all his men had been taken off.

‘Dubue and another W.C.0. mwun earried the C.0, u

an L.C.,A. and embarked him safe Of the seven major
Cansdian units participating in DIEPPE operation, the
Fusiliers alone brought their Commanding Officer ‘back to
England,

169. A o.-nuonbh detachment of the Royal Narine
"A" Commando, commanded by Lt.~Col. J.P.P. Phillipps and
divided into two assault parties known the code names

"PIGER" and "ROBERT", had been incerpora ‘in the force
for the purpose of cutting out the enemy -oraft in DIEPPE

~ harbour. After a time it became obvious that H.W.S5.

"Locust" and the Chasseurs could not enter the harbour
with the Marines on board, and this detaschment became avall-
dble as an additional floating reserve.
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170. General Roberts now decided to utilize this forece
also on the beaches, Deqeptively intell~
igence was st being received. Shortly after hrs, .
1t was belleved that the situation on WHITE BEACH was such
that additional troops landed there might be able to pene~
trate through the town and clear the esst headland by an attack
from the south. At 0810 hrs it was thought that the Sanks were
etting forward effectively; an. entry in ﬂn "Calpe" Intell-
noe I-ng at this time m. .

Slmti 01' .Johlmy have made mgnn’
- mow in front of Tobasco rnulv

AS osoo hrs,, m. g:‘lﬂn u“hunmﬂhmru

Roberts from L.C.2. 8, are goling in with Johnny %o land on
White Peter", um?mm';nu Inteslligence Log contains
the entry, "have control of White BEACH". At 0818 hrs the same
log notes, "TIGER going in to WHITE PETER"..

171. P.l.c. Hellings of "A" ll.!. n—m- "A%,
- T s the plan whieh the O o was & gnm

After the floa ml\uhmw'
there was no news, until Commander Ryder returmed
rm (ﬂqnn .MMWMW

nr-tomnm:mm
-mmmmltop . and; suppert the

"m BCOTTISH through WHITE peach. m Coleonel gave
his orders from LOCUST, she idea being to pass through
_,mbonhtothotmmdthctm mt

the Colomel of the ESSEX SCOTTISH, the object of the

q fores Inh& t0 pass avound the,WEST.end SOUTE of e
_%own, and attask the manu- u the mmn elire
.rmmnmh ~ 4 IRTE A to

TRL 1
(lopm ot ﬂlptc ﬁﬂ.m >
_ v oopewoon oinoluded smong coplies of
. 178 Commande reports on the
. T sois operation received from
-y ~HaQua: ”“m Mhl Ido )

178. . It was evidently at first, mu ﬁnl mmmzm
should bs supperted by the landing of some of the.tanks which
were still lying off DIEPPE in L.C.T8.; for at 0837 hrs a naval
-o;;qo from "Calpe” So "SNOW WHITE" ("Fernie") was sent, as
followst

Group tem L.T.Cs. are.to land with marines.
on white beach mpwtcd‘“b! w

(‘l Dlm; "Q" HQ. B Oﬁ Div,
lmn 1942, AIIII 41)

ﬂrm 10 L.ﬂd‘u. Qmutod of llu oraft. I% &a evident thnt the
order for them to land their 18 tanks was subsequently oancelled.
No refersnce either to the order or its oma.u.tl.u appears in

- the Intelligence Logs of "Calpe" or "Pernle". _

173. The Marine Commando, however, dnly 'lnt in u hn! The
officers and men were transferred from "Loocust"™ and the six
Chasseurs into two L.C.Ms. and five L.C.As. This group of craft
formed up off GREEN BEACH, and the run to WHITE BEACH meant
steaming parallel to the shore for a considerable distance. The
Chasseurs formed up on either flank of the landing eraft in an
attempt to sereen them from the fire of the shore batteriles.
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174. The report of the Senior 0fficer, mnnm. (Lieut.
M. Buist, Ro'o’ ("" 19 to Enclosure No. 18 t of Kaval
Porce Commander) gives a graphic sccount of ﬂu ing of
the Marines: .

It was not long before I realized that
this landing was to be a sea parallel of the
omum-m:%mku;‘“
Barrage coming from the o % on the Eas
side of the harbour and from the houses on
the Promenade which showed only too well that
White Beach was under & very heavy fire. Added
by on Sha Dendhe Al AneiRre ARGaisned alee

on another oned along-
side n. mu-'.&u«‘ ted to burst all voud
we endeavour
'Ib nﬂhby m“ﬂ 1’ shouted to Colonel
Thillips to ask dnt he sbout going
onj - but I doubt whether he heard me. Anyway
he merely waved his arms and grinned to show
: 'thlt he meant 50 land at all CostBeuccses
Wi oY
WS, &t this point Lieut. Bulst's own eraft (Chasseur 14)
was struck, and pulled out of line %o inspect the
The mul was sble to resumes position within a few Ilmm,
ni I-hll. Buist's narrative continues: SR

i sy By this time the hﬂlﬂg was all over.
Five of the seven landing oraft had reached
the Beach and had been shot %o pisces. The
“remaining two had run in and been ordered
“back by Colonel Phillips before they touched
* 'down.  Both of the officers in thei baid that
the Beach was a shambles with the bodles of the
soldiers lying in arrowhead f tion ap th'a had
advanced from the Landing Craft. Colonel Phillips
‘wis seen to fall a few jonda af'ter turning them
back. When last seen he was standing up in his
L0, M. the ramp of which'had apparently jammed
with the rest of the ¢ ‘Headquarters Platoon,
- dead in the boat. Major with a few men
----- from the Rear Headquarters Platoon had
; to get ashore and were seen sheltering under
“'the lee of a burnt out' tank,’

176, It 1s stated in O,.B. 04244 (m. 381) ﬂut when
Lt.-00l, Phillips realiszed the fact that WHITE BEACH was being
sub jected to exceptionally heavy enemy fire, he put on a palr
of white gloves so that his hands might be more easily seen,.
stood up-on the forward deck of his own draft signalled

to the rest to put about into the shelter of the smoke-sereen.
"He had umo:ly completed this signal when he fell, mortally
wounded". - His aetion undoubtedly saved many of his men from
landing upon & beach where they could have accomplishsd nothing.
The general report on this Commando's share in the action states
that ‘enly two L.C.As. and one L.C.M., actually reachéd the shore,
the remainder turning back. ‘The reports from this unit con-
firm that Lt.~0ol. Phillipps signalled the rear craft to retire,
but no document seen mentions the detall of the white gloves.

(1) Aetually, apparently, three: see para. 176, below.
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177. “'Phe ‘Naval Force Commander in his gwt_lhm
that lh;:)hulh‘ toock place at about 0840 hrs (C.B. 0“4’
m. - i

178. . ‘The reports conc the experience of L.C.7. B
at the time of her second g, and of the cralft whieh
landed the Marines a few minutes later, would indicate
that at this period the fire being brought to bear upon
the beaches was, perhaps, fiercer than at any previous
time. A plausible inference from this might be that the
.lll:,’ had succeeded in bringing additienal artillery inte
action. ' ]

. MYSCELLANEOUS UNITS OFF THE MAIN BFACHES

179. Notice shouu be m of mumu.
most of which did net succeed in landing, which were em-
ployed on the craft off the main beaches.

180, Among the units thus smployed, particular inter-
88t attaches to the machine gunners of the Toronto Secottish
Regiment (M.0.), which provided for the operation a datach-
ment of five officers and about 120 other ranks, with 48

" Vickers guna with A.A. mountings. 28 of these guns were to

remain on board L.C.Ts.; the remainder were te land to
provide A.A. defence on the cliffs and beaches. The unit's
Command Officer, Lt.-Col, (now Brigadier) G.S8.N. Gostling,
was himself in L.C,T. 16,

181, ° Although very few men of this unit landed, its
personnel were hotly engaged. The Vickers gums mounted

on the L.C.Ts. were frequently in aection, both against
enemy alrcraft and against shore targets whenm the L.C.Ts.
were on the beach. Personnel of other units on the L.C.Ts.
report most favourably upon the behaviour of the Toronts

“Scottish gl.:nin under fire, and on the mamner in which they

stood to thelr guns under extrsordinarily difficult and
dangerous conditions. For example, Capt. A.L. MacLaurin
of the Black Wateh, who was on L.C.T. 2 with a mortar
detachment of his unit which did not land, writes, "The
performance of the Tor, Scots. M.G. PaArty was......one
of great courage, and sll the gumners on duty were wounded".
D.61637, Pte. 8t.-Onge, G., of the Fus.M.,R., who was also
on L.C.T. 2, deseribes how a Toronto Scottish soldier,
although wounded in several places and with a foot half
out off, continued to fire on the enemy "evee un bel
esprit de combat". . Badaeld

182, Casualtlies suffered by the Tor.Scot.R., as known

at 1 Det 45, were one men killed, four reported prisoners

of war (these probably being men who went ashore with the
Prineipal Military Landing Officer, Major B.S. MeCoel),

and eight men returned wounded (C.M.H.Q. file 18/DIEFFE/2). (4)

185.  Reference has already been made to the large
detachment of 3 L.A.A.Régt, R.C.A. (nine officers and 236
other ranks, under Major C.R. Ostrander), which was also

PP p————

(4) Of the four prisoners of war, three were wounded.
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to be employed in an A.A. role on shore, The action of the
small of this unit which landed has been desecribed
above in the account of events on BLUE BEACH, Apparently
the men of this unit who remained on the L.C.Ts. were not

- in astion, and the unit suffered no casualties except those
on' BLUE" BEACH (war Diary, 3 Cdn L.A.A.Regt, August 1942,

184. It may be noted here, however, that the portions
of this unit left behind in England saw considerable action
on the afternoon of the day of the raid. Bofors guns were
deployed at BOGNOR REGIS as a speciel anti-raild precaution.
"About 1600 hrs an engagement developed at SELSEY and BOGNOR
resul ting from enemy ralds on landing points for parties
from Dieppe raid. Several JU's 88 and Do's 217 were shot
g.'- 214 rds. b-l.:( expended m_‘n hits bﬁu c:um:.

" The destruction of three planes (Category 1), damage to
two others is claimed.....A good deal of enthusiastic and
useful shooting was produced from detachments consisting
of drivers and cooks etc. in absence of gun crews on raid.”
Unfortunately, no official credit for the planes destroyed
was obtained by the unit, as the claims were too tardily
forwarded to A.A. Command,

B,y The basic Medical unit in the force was the 1llth
i.ld m.’” R.C..l.loc. commanded b’ Ilt.'c.io' G.L.M.
me&. _This unit embarked for the operation nine officers

and 116 other ranks. The great majority of these were
carried in L.C.T8. of the later flights which did not land.
One section, however, went ih to BLUE BEACH with the Royal
Regiment of Canada, Of this section, commanded by Capt.
C.T. Robertson, only six men returned to England. The
agcount written by A.27001, Sgt. Balrd, W,J., indicates that
these men were carried in the L.C,.M, in which Mr, Munro was
a passenger (Report No. 101, para. Bl1).

186, It 1s convenlent to make reference here to the
work of the various Regimental Medical Officers. It is
c¢lear that these offlcers did very fine work, and casualties
among them were heavy, Of the six R.M.0s. who went ashore,
oenly two returned to England, and one of these, Capt. R.
Brachm of the Camerons, was badly wounded and was still
in hupl‘-l at the end of 1942. Major Law spoke highly
to the writer of this officer's work. He received a mention
in despatches. The medical officer of the Fus.M.R., Capt.
CeH. Alleyn, was apparently killed soon after landing. The
medical offiber of the R.Regt.C., Capt, R.R. Laird, was
wounded and became a prisoner of war, but was repatriated
to the United Kingdom in October 1943, having auffered
amputation of a leg. There are many reports of fine work
on the beach by Capt. D.W. Clare, medical officer of the
R.H.L.1., who 1s also a prisoner of war, as i1s Capt. J.F.S.
ley, medical officer of the Essex Scottish. Personnel
of the S.8ask.R. speak highly of the courageous and untiring
efforts of their medical officer, Capt. F.W. Hayter, who
had the good fortune to return to England unwounded. Capt.
L.G, Alexander, medical officer of 14 Cdn Army Tk Bn, who
did mot land but was on L.,C.T. 8, which was so heavily
shelled, is also highly spoken of. Capts, Alexander and
Hayter both subsequently received the Military Cross,




188. The omhu of 14 Odn W Tk Ih. u/om. W.B.L.
Smith, did not land. . The ghaplain of the us.M.R.,, Ifcm.
J.A. Sabourin, ﬂn onl.: Roman Catholle chaplain presen

' during the opera ﬂ"fumohmmm

'm in L.gll'.u.) 14 at the time of the unit's
on an L.C.T. nm mmm Pecolived
@ -lnl“n in dumml.

AIR ATTACES ouuvnmﬂurrmm

189. "mmtnuturthcn mum
-rrmmmmm M assemb

of British naval ﬁlﬂhh} the town of DIE

during its course. It is a rather remarkable fact that

' shls very large of eraft was able to lies so close to
the snemy's cous rwnwluﬁmmhmuihmt
suffering heavy losses by eneamy astion.

* 190, nuorunmmmwtuau-um

made by the enemy to clmrmruomlm

© or submarines sgelnst erart off DIEPPE, At about 0760

hrs & report of E-Boats approsching from DOULOONE lsd the

fuval Foree Commander to detach three rs S0 deal

‘ ‘with them; no atsack dml however, and * Huval

mn cmm m- tlh r-nihbh that at no
during operation was there organised

opposition from German naval ru-ou' (C.D. ﬁ“. para. 938).

0. It appears: from the Naval Force Coamander's report
that very little sctual damage was done to the iying
ermwmmoaammmm al -

the destroyers att suppert the trvo - shore
"were foroed nmt::“*a shift hh-n- puxu:tm_lp avold

belng h.li (.8, m. para. 833).

“:iu !':: h:vu:‘im were M m.fﬂﬂd fl‘.'. c:::r
ar ery air ac aumurulng
pPE e

use of smmoke to conceal the shi t snoke
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- was found to be much greater than had been antigipated.
As a result of the fallure of the landing forces to
neutralise the batteries on the headlands, additional
sorties by smoke-laying aireraft were repeatedly called
for gnd the available R.A.F. resourges in this fileld
were seriously strained.  In addition to the smeoke laid
from the air, the naval vessels themselves gonstently
made smoke. The report of the Naval Feorce (ommaender makes
the point (C.B. 04244, para. 935) that the smoke made it
difficult to see what was happening and to give support
to the troops on shere, but that nevertheless it was the
smoke alome which made 1% possible for the destroyers and
~danding ocraft to remain close inshore, = =

193, It was chiefly by air attack that the
‘harassed our craft off DIEPFE; and it . is of speecia
sdnterest to note that it was only after 1000 hrs that really
heavy action by him developed. A note on the air aspect of
the operation 1s included in Part IIX, below; at this
p:::t. only the attacks on our naval craft will be dealt
w . J :

194. . The report of the Alr Force Commander states

that in the early part of the operation, snemy air effort
"was confined entirely to fighters patrolling she area in
.small numbers"”, with occasional dive attascks on our ships.
"It was not until about 1000 hours, some six heours after our
assault, that our patrols encountered enemy bombers., It
would seem, therefore, that these had not beenm &t a high
state of readiness." As time passed, the brought

up alreraft from Holland, and "Night bombers in increasing
numbers were used until all his resources on the Western

~ Front were in sotion". (C.B. 04244, paras. 995-7.)

2196, ..  The development of the enemy air attasck as out-
lined by the Air Ferce Commander can be traced in the reports
of individual naval vessels, whigh make 1t clear that from
about 1000 hrs there was fairly constant attack, al
it was constantly interfered with by the very effective
fighter scover provided by our own forces. The navigation-
al Log of H.M.S. "GCalpe" (Appx 21 to BEnclosure No., 13, Report
of Naval Force Commander) notes, "Bombing of vessels and
eraft by enemy aireraft started at 1013". The Polish
destroyer "Slasak" reported (Appx 28 $o Enclosure No. 13,
. Report of Naval Force Commander), "Dur the operation it

is considered that the ship came under f mostly inaccurate
from the shore about ten times, and that fire was opened
upen aircraft some thirty times." '

190; Only one. imporsant naval ﬁu-l was lost by
bombing. This was H.M. dutr:zu' "Berkeley"”, whose Commanding
Officer reports that she was struck at 1318 hrs, at which

time the general withdrawal of oraft was in progress.

The ship's back was broken, and it was necessary for H.M.S.
"Albrighton"™ to sink her by torpede. The Air Force Commander
states (C.B. 04244, para, 999) that "Berkeley" was sunk by
"a bomber jettisoning its bombs". "Berkeley's" Commanding
Officer in his report px 25 to Enclosure No. 13, Report

of Naval Force Commander) says that she was attacked by




three Dorniers, which were engaged by our own fighters,
-_Mlmcrmom»mmumw{bﬂa‘ '
!-d o.f these struck the ship.

419!. l-l'c"d "Ca -4t mu be noted, was attacked,
z after "Berke -was hit, by a Messerschmitt
opened fire on the bridge with camnons and
mm-gm'-' Alr Commodore Cole, the representative
afloat of the Air Force Commander, was severely wounded,
- and there were other casualties. Subseguently two near
misses caused further casualties and damage on the ship
and one started "a short but v uLzlmo fire"™ (Report
from H.M.S. "Calpe", Appx 21 losure Ne. 13, Report
of Naval ﬂrn u-—m;o )e

‘198, Althmgh l.!.t. 'fmlo' dou not n"ur to
have been damaged by enemy air action, she was struck
by & shell from a shore battery which put her 'director
temporarily out of sotion (Report from H.¥.8. "Fernie",
Appx 22 %o Enclosure No. 13, Report of hnl Force
Commander) .

1199y - Numerous enemy aircraft were shot down'by naval

CAJAs Tire, C.B. 04244 (para. 314) 1lists a total of 24
‘aireraft which cen be credited to individual vessels with
‘'some certainty. This probably does not represent the
whole damage dm to the German Alr Force by mnl fire,

) i £800. It lhonn be added that 1t was nlu.nmny

observed that aireraft recognition by our forses was
-inadequate, and on numerous occasions our A.A. fire was
direoted at our own aireraft. The reports of officers
'off 8 €dn L.AWAJRegt are of - specisl interest on this point.
Capt. G.C. Wallach, who seems %o have been on L.C.T. 16,

o as lu mentions !.t.-ﬂol. G.8.N. ﬂltlln;. writes as follows:

' ! was.standing beneath the bridge
 HOB when 2 Bostens esecorted by Spitfires flew
2% (3 ‘wery low over us. The naval gumnner on
'C;.cl 15 ', 1.) .M u” followed
by several machine mtc’d on the
deck, followed by f from our Oerlikon
+ ‘guns, I dashed up to the bridp uu asked
the first officer why
‘wis firing upon our unﬂ.lg‘t lll answer
mmo-ztusoxthQnduhodwwto
the gunner and asked him what he was firing
at and.-he replied "At a Féske Wulf Terpede
Bomber". The planes were now out of range
and fire was stonped. We were recempensed
for our mistake by having the escort of
Spitfires spray us liberally with machine
gun fire, _




~40=

COMMARD , moannw Bmmlm

-

::1;1“ Some brl:r om.‘l:atim must b.;‘—& nf m;ms
arrangements made for oc-uul. 8
formation .i:‘ﬂu main thntn the mnttc::‘ oa

208, Ia the light or t.h- nnd.ttlm which have boqn described,
it is obvious that difficulties were to be sxpected. The units

on shore, possess only a foothold on the beaches and subjected
to constant hea e, inevitably had their communication arrange-
ments udruptodvgy the destruction of signal equipment and cas-
‘ualties to personnel. At the same time, as has been nqted, the
smoke which it was necessary to lay for the safety of the ships .
offshore made it difffoult for the Force Commanders and other
officers on these vessels tc see and appuqlﬂo -hu was going

on ashore. ?

(a) Force Head ters.

203. As has already been made e:l.nr. the Military and Naval
Force Commanders were in H.M.S. "Calpe", accompanied by Air
Commodere Cols, the representative of tho Alr Force Commander,
who himself remalned at UXBRIDGE, A duplicate headquarters

was HW in H.M.5. "Fernie", to function in case of H.M.S,.
"Calpe" h{ destroyed or seriously damaged. Both these vesaels
were elaboratel ﬂttod as headgquarters ships, with a great deal
of additional less equipment installed., It 1s unnecessary
to deseribe the technical arrangements,. hnt attention is directed

to Annex 10 of C.B. 04244, where the s tmunhanm are
described in full, and a dupu (opposite p. 174) of a "Hunt"
class destroyer fitted as a h tm p with special wire-
less oqui.]-.nt installed is prov

204, ‘In general, it may be said that l.nt-num recelived

by the Force Commanders with respect to, RED and WHITE Beaches
was somewhat more adequate than that received with respect to
the flank beaches. Nevertheless, the narrative above, and
particularly those portions of it relating to the information
which led General Roberts to land reseryes, is puffisient to
indicate that the information received m dnuodly unsatis-
factory in many respects..

205, Examination of the Intell Logs of.the hbqutoru
ships indicates that information n to the Essex Scottish
was fragaentary and huu-ploto. tl.ng to the R.B.L.I.

was nh.uu'.

206, With respect to Les Pusiliers: llnt-nml. almost no

" information was received after their landing. At 08386 hrs, it
is true, H.M.S, "Pernie" recorded a message from this unit on
e !nu: "On mt- Beach constant fire weat & cannot
move forward". Etuu of information conce this unit
appear in the 'cdpc Intelligence Log in the vie ty of

nine o%clock. At 0845 hrs occurs the entry, "Joe in severe
difficulties, must be taken off or will be -ipoa out", At
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0908 hrs oomes the entry, "Joe is surrounded™. The first
of these entries is marked, "May be bogus™, and the neond,.
"Believed phoney", A considerable number cf subsequent
entries indicate that Force H.Q. was querying all the

shore stations with whioh 1t was in toush for news of the
Pus.M.R., and was receiving uniformly negative reports.

The fact is that each group on the beach could report only
upon events in its immediate vuuu{. and could throw

very little light on the situation at large. *

RO7. ‘In the final stages information was reaching the
Force (Commanders from two main sources on shore, by radio
telephone in each case, One of these was that portion of
H.Q. & Cdn Inf Bde, including er Southam, which had
got ashore. The other was Major B.S. McCool, the Principal

- Military Landing Officer, who seems to have been transmitting

from an abandoned scout car of 14 Cdn Army Tk Bn. A letter
from Major MecCool, now a prisoner of war, to Mxjor Peter
Wright, dated 29 Dec 42, descoribes the conditions under
which the P.M.L.0. was working: -

We had most of our small party blewa -
up within three minutes of landing and when-
‘over we collected another half dosen the same
" thing happened. Finally we established contact
from a derellict scout car but had to face fire
%0 reach it, They drew claret out of me five
times but nothing more than skin deep. Walt
~ MeGregor shared with me the trips out to the car
‘U after ouwr last signal expert got shot. By the
‘way I was very grateful to the Navy for a fast
. reply to one of my :;gtnt appesls. I recognized
‘Pat's volce. They oubtedly saved our lives.
A sniper had been picking us off each in turn.
Dick Eldred of Calgary, also of gang, is,
beyond guestion, the vest man'I could imagine,
let alongs see in action. |

The references are to Capt. W.L. McGregor of the Essex

‘Seottish and Capt, C.R. Eldred of 14 Cdn Tk Bn. *Pat"
is Lt.~0ol. G.P. Henderson. It seem t the scout
car from which Major MeCool worked on RED BEACH

he called attention to the necessity of bombarding the
pill boxes at the end of the pler there, ("BElow hell out of
pill boxes at end of pler east of red beach. They are’

' eausing trouble"s; 0939 hrs.).
" gos. Something must be said of the aonuum; 80 far as
t

they are known, in which the units on the beach attempted
to maintain communications with their Brigade Headquarters.

. With respect to the R.H.L.I., it appears that Lt,-Col. Labatt

had a No. 18 wireless set working at hils headquarters on the
beach, as we know that he was able to 1ssue orders over it,
and to receive the message instructing him to take command
of the Brigade (evidence of B.37269, Pte. Prince, He., and

" 'Be36765, C.8.M. Dean, W.). Major Whitaker states (War Diary,
“ReHiL.I:, August 1942, Appx 19) that the order to evacuate

"came through on the 'C' Coy 18 set, situated in the commun~
ication trench on the town side of the Casino".




(b)

“Hle

m . For ecommunications with the Essex Bocottish, we have
L.mc! Io’nt'l'm‘l.ﬂaichm&(“hm
on Y S 4

Mﬂ“wnt mom.‘-...-
-;Mrﬂlllpohtmnl; n could contast . .
the Bns was the "C" oy set of Bssex
Beots. operator did a ob
- .tmn»mm-mm : MNG Tire.
_Despite this he relayed messages for us and '/ . .
passed op information to wus 'irj.cﬂ.y and slowly.
The Essex (? R.H.L.I.) were contacted at approx
. 1000 hrs. mmrmumﬁhm:m them. =
onoe. . 'Mtuuum ‘pagsed to Il.l-ot.o

Wl o GLAY o

lmnuw.l‘q.tcumuo.

August 1.0..).

210. The fragmentary ruwdl of the Pus.N.R. throw ntth
light on the fate of this unit's H.Q. wireless sets, but the
ml.uumua»mubothnm;momwtw
mtu soon . -.cm landing.

Hm 'g“r! g ggm : g'u.
Bll. - Some attention must be paid to the fortunes of the

‘headquarters of the two infantry iﬂ.pln involved in the

mrat:l.m. .

218, | H.Q. i Gdn. Inf Bde was ‘divided betwaen L.C.T. B and
L.C.T. 10. On the former eraft was "A® Group, under Brigadier
Lett, on the latter "B" Group under the Brigade Major,

Major (mow Brnigdddesr) D.G., Cunningham. lonhor of . mam

groups succeeded in landing. l

213. The fortunes of L.C.T. 8 have alresady been deseribed.
It will be recalled that this eraft touched down twice and
was very heavily shelled. On the second cocasion Br

Lett elf was wounded, and 1t was with 4ifficulty mu

the t was brought off the beach.

B T et Ratns mundeis Prioatiar Soth:"instomsted 04).

Labatt thrnth J or Garneau to take over. «nu ct the
Bde" (Narrative ¥A" Group “‘ Major Garneau, War
HeQ. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, August 1 Appx llll. ior m

~observes that was no uhulmt

&t was received, however, as (.8.M, Dean of the R.H. I..I.
writes, "m Brigadier was reported wounded and Col. Labatt

took aover".  ‘In spite of his wounds, Brigadier Lett was

4 _8still able to give d,h'numu "fre- m ltrttehuz" n( eon-

tinued to do so.

215,  L.0.7T. 10 nln touched ,nlon md m--muorm,
damaged. After lending its tanks, it pulled offshore, and
M it touched down again the remp was hanging perpendicularly

and Major Cumningham's 19 pet oould not be landed (Narrative
:I Lisut. D.F. ﬂoodorhnl. Appx 81, War Plary,: lus 4 Gdn Inf

e, August 1942). Although the persomnel of "

d not get ashore, they were able to n!.nhln uum

omicat ons with the units there.




- for the return to England.. Major Cunningham

lu- Dhry (19 Aug 48
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216. . A% 1126 hra, L.0.T. 10 was takenin tow by s ii. @

very
strongly, and "requested that the tow -eut- us adrift
a8 wWe were ﬂun:l.y-.motom on between the bns and
Force H.Q. Our wireless sets were still functioning. The
B.M, contacted Porce but was told that he could do no

and to remain in tow"™ ("B" Group Narrative: by I4qeut. T.R.

Nq. War Diary, H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, August 1942, Appx 18a).

The Group's 18 set was soon out of range, but 1ts 19 set was
still sble to hear Brigadier Southam on the beach, and
recorded his final -nngu (u. holw). -

217. - HeQe l oh Inf llo m ﬂ.vucd bohm L.C.T, 7 (on

which was "A" Group under Brigadier Southam) &nd L.C.T. 9 (on

which was "B" @roup under the Brigade Major, Major (now I.t.-

Col.) A.H..Fraser). L.0.T. 7 toushed down, at 06056 hrs, and

was subjected to very heavy rh-c. The narrative in the lrlsld-
r{ runs 1n part u roum:

The tobases’ rutory was dead l!nul of q_l.
The windows and doors were stuffed with MGs
which hammered away when the ramp was lowered
to let the tanks out. Heavy guns in the east

eliff were pounding the L.C.T. the whole time.
The tanks rolled out and swung to the right....

_,,

Brig Southam called to br the wirelsss
ut ‘and went ashore under cover of the last tank,
He was not seen again by anyone who cameé bask
but got into a disabled tank for oe_wlanum.
.. He direoted operations on the ’Bu&h unq. tho
I Usurrender at 1509 hﬂ. Sl

EHACOLD P, MeoRae suggests that the M m‘!oﬁeu

:::.tm is mistaken, as this building was on fire at an earlier

L

.m. - Some m&or (ouna are givon in & nm-.tln b:
Lieut: E.J. Nerris, of the Brigade Defence Platoon (hr

Diary; H.Q. 6 Odn Inf Bde, August 1942, Appx A-1l), '

states that as the tanks were driven off shellfire M to
concentrate on them temporarily, and at this point Brigadier
Southam and some R.C.E. personnel got ashore. Artillery

fire then concentrated again on the ,B.)!., préventing any
more from disembarking. One of those got ashore was Lieut.
WA, Miller, R,O/E., wWho was with mm Southam during the

rest of the morning (see below). (A.

K:!’l. Inl'l'l‘la.
G.Ds, .7 .Pd Coy, writes, "Liscut Nillar, Sgb

uu-um;' deserve credit in gottug of'f, I.n Muu-d im Mw
almost impossible conditions™.) Heavy casualtlies were sustained

- en the L.C.T., s Signals party which was attempting to wheel
2 19 set off the oraft suffering a number of them. The

Brigade 46 set had already been put out of ntnn. The L.C.T.

then pulled back !ftlllll.'l.. ' Vors

819, A% the tho ct withdrawal, -nn ]nruaiu& on
‘LeCT. 7 were transferred to L.C.T. 10, as it was proposed that
L.C.T. 7 should return to the beach %o N-cdurk trnpl
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220, L.C.T. 9 also landed 1ts tanks under heavy fire.
The Brigade Major and his Signals party did not get ashore,
but after the L.C.T. had pulled back they were able ' to
maintain communication with the units ashore (evidence of
B.51108, Sgmn. Rickeard, D.R., "L" See, 2 Cdn Div Sigs).
They had however, no set working to Poree H.Q.

221. At about 0915 hrs, accordingly, MNajor Fraser con-
trived to transfer his party to L.C.T. io.- order that he
might be able. to use. the wireless facilities of H.,Q: 4 Cdn Inf
Bde. The episode is deseribed as follows by Lieut. McCoy:

RN g g g

Q. « came i ,

. personnel were transferred ;o our craft. The
only wireless set that they had funecti
was thelr 'l.l set., The B.M, of 6 Bde. us
our #19 set for rear link,

Thanks to this arrangement, Major Fraser was im touch both
with Force H.Q. and his Bat ons at the time when the orders
for withdrawal were issued, snd this probably contributed
materially to the sudecessful evacudtion of a considerable
proportion of the S.Sask.R. and the Camerons from GREEN BEACH.

282. ' One special point of interest should be noted in

connection with H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde., The Detailed Military

Plan had authorized each Brigade H.Q. to take ashore "two

- complete coples™ of the plan (para., 18(b))., This was done

because, as already explained, both Brigade Commanders were

in the line of succession to the ¢ of the Force, and

.« eertain parts of the order (notably these covering the with-
drawal) were too detailed to be carried in -a man's mind.

It appears that parts of one such copy taken ashore by

H.Q. ® Cdn Inf Bde subsequently fell into enemy hands, as

the enemy published considerable extracts from it. This was

Copy No. 37. A report, dated 4 Sep 42,by h'au' Praser (who

h':d :;W 'é.t.-cn;tu the interim) states that Copy
« 37 been ipped unnecessary appendices before

landing. The report continues: -

: The operation order and sertain of
the appendices i.,e, code names, plan for with-
drawal, eto, were placed in a special water-
proof case carried by S/8gb. Armitage, who
landed on White Beach and is now missing,.

It 1s not known what becams of Armitage
“/' ﬂ. “."'.i.i.l'l _ﬁ

(Pile a'mm 1-1-83 from

‘H.Q. 2 Cdn Div,)
H.19761, . Aﬂhp, R.C., 18 now I’m.d t’ Cdn Over-
seas Rec Office as a prisoner of war. g

223, - It- is of some interest to note that D.61763, Pte.
<1lebel, J.A., Lorne Scots (Defence Platoon, 6 Cdn Inf Bde),
who landed from L.C.T. 9, states, "When we landed on the
beach I saw the brigadier pick up some papers from some men
who were lying on the beach",
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B24.  Very iittle evidence is avallable.concerning

the locality where Brigadier Southan set up his rudiment- .

ary headquarters after lending. A second-hand report of

the evidence of Capt. T. Hansen (7), who ia stated to

. bave been reserve F.0,0. with Brigadier. Southam, in«
dicates that the latter established his head tors just
behind the Casino, "in area 225666" (mﬁ in hand-

- wrpiting of Lt,~Col. G.P. Hendersomn, included in file

- of ReH,L.I. pergonal stories of the operation, at present
in gustody of Historical Secction, C.M.H.Q.). The writer
has seen no other written ovidence emanating from. anyone
who knew where Brigadler Southanm was. liajor C.E. Page
.8tates that Brigadier Southam was sastive on the beach in
direeting and cpsour ;the men; and 39% a very fine

example. He was slightly wounded in the leg.

fei fouin i any <o L4 s

285. z 0900 hrs, the available infantry reserves having
been landed without effect, and the enemy remaining in
possession of the headlands and other positions covering
the beaches, upon which he was still directing an.extremely
‘heavy fire, it was apparemt to those on H.M.8. "Calpe"

that 4t was out of the question to persist in the attompt

to capture the town and that 1t was necessary to consider
plans for withdrawing troope who had been landed. -

28R6, - - In his report the Naval Force Commander writes as
follows (co’o m.,_mc 'll'!)t. 3 8 - )

gy - _ _ By 0900 it had become glear to .me

- that the troops ashore were in difficulties and

on .~ o Were unlikely to gain possession of the East
and West cliffs, which dominated the main beaches....
It was obvious Sherefore that the military situ-
ation was serious, and that it was :
steadily more difficult for ships and oraft to
olose the beachea. Aecordingly, I advised the
General that the withdrawal should take place
with as little further delay as possible, and
ahould be confined to personnel. I considered
that 1030 would be the earliest practicable
time, a8 it was necessary to warn the Alr Officer
Commanding 11 Group and to pass instruotions to
the landing eraft. The General agreed, subject
to confirmation nearer to time.

R2Y, . General Roberts in his own report observes (C.B.
04244, para. 958) that by 0830 hrs it was "clear that not

only was the capture of the planned objectives now impossible,
but also that it had become necessary to make immedimte plans
for withdrawal”. Agreement between the Naval and Nill

FPorce Commanders having been reached, Capt. Hughes-~Hallet
gave his preliminary orders for effecting the. withdrawal.

BR8. He states that a signal giving the time for the
withdrawal as 1030 hrs was coded and prepared for despatch.
Subsequently, however, General Roberts informed him that he




At 1050
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ould "prefer to walt until 1100% .,Olt“, 839
: 'nd the tig;:l m“dnpttohbt “ " this. -ﬁ: at c’mo

hrs. The reasons for General Roberts 8t have alread
been noticed {Report No. 101, para. su! ” m >

229, ‘A% noted in agmot‘im with the' withdrutl tﬂu

. OREEN BEACH "1t 1s clear that in fact & mzw’&

was sent ouf giving the time of withdrawal

and that it was immediately corrected to 1100 hrs,. m-

~was at 0930 hﬂ‘ somewhat earlier than the naval s 15::;1

(!Plaldhr Wann's lolltso to UXBRIDGE, War Diary, "G", H.Q.

2 Cdn Div, tlsg: “83). “The "Calpe" htonigmo

mn at hrs that the code word "Vanquish®™, indicating

was passed to 4 cn::rno. hcdnlmlth

o mlmh ve Appx 51).

m e:um% :;bn;:n oﬁ:i’out w.’mmniu to

v a 8 "negsssitated a any tanks that
had been landed -in order to- s-.-a.ﬁm personnel™,. The Detailed
-%um-y Plan (Appx H) notes that the withdrawal of tanks on
19 Aug could not begin befére 1200 hrs, on account of the
state of the tide. This was comparatively unimportant,

as the Naval Force Commsnder was already uﬁv:l.nocd that

in view of the volume of enemy fire it was "out of the
question" to send tank landing craft inshore (C.B. 04244,
para, 988)., 1100 hrs, howevsr, was the time wuim&
scheduled for the eommencement ot ra-mdﬂuti

Detail l‘l.t' lg Plln. ‘which Assumed that 1t would be com=
'p!.otoa b 0 hrs. It 1- cmucﬂd that' troops mt be
ro-dﬂ kked on a rlnng t1 do.

- 'mé'-‘“ u the time when the hztm douazw to" om-y

out withirawal was taken, Commander n.v. uclhteak ‘Boat

‘ pool Officer, was on board '00.3:" 1.:1-. the ship
‘about 0950 hrs h'i “instruct to i.ﬂ:l.t ite the withdrawal

. u:.:g L.C.A8, to wn troops to such
‘aveilable L .B.‘h.- d be ane off®., He proceeded
accordingly to round up the various groups of landing crafst,

instruct them to lie about one ;nd 8 halfl to two miles .
of f their respective besaches and be ready to go inh when
_ordered. While thus u:glgod he was hnilﬁ 'Oulpl" and
told that the withdrawal would start at 1100 hrs, and that
the landing crdft were to go in at that time without further
orders. Commander MeClintoek writes, "I asked Lieut.
Commander Dathan, the Assistant Boat‘Pool Officer, to pass
this on to the western half of the landing eraft while I

" “‘went ‘to deal with the eastern Half" (Report of Cdr. MoClintosk,

Appx 16 teo !ﬂc Cmo No. 18, Report of lllul Force Commander).

252,  The Alr Foree cmm had duly recelved, at "appreox"
0930 hrs, advide of the decision to withdraw. Orders were then
1ssued for an Inorease of the fighter cover over DIEFPE from
three squadrons to six to ald the withdrawal, 4t 1004 hrs a
request was received for a smokesdreen on RED and WHITE Beaches
“from 1100 to 1130 hrs. The exact action taken is not fully
elear, but three Blenheims laild a smokescreen ‘over ths DIEPPE
area at 1110 hrs, as the result of drders i1ssued at 1089 hrs,
and ‘three other smoke Blenheims were over DIEPPE at 1200 hrs,
The rmgung details derive from the "Detalled Chronelogical
Alr Narrative" (C.B. O4seq, Am*l to Annex 7), but this

L B2
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;nuonti.'.l; 1::” o:::.bmht‘. full detalls eof :u t::. T
smoke~- ° ac \ul;l ‘?, tnes r
to effective sore 4 ::'rrcn 'd"t.h. lm ln .

aireraft at certain mn c:l' ‘the withdrawal,

233. The Naval Force Commander had -puquu made arrange-
ments for the destroyers to support and assist the
eraft as they went in to the bouhu. - He nmti n follows:

At about 1m. the dolw%a
~_epdered to form on a line fo bear O
and to follow the landing eraft in
0 vessels sultably placed weve l,nhutod to

 make smoke. The 'l.ﬂ ‘on-shore lﬁ slightly
H'ﬂ.:::d':::’ l.m&.:z{ ""’m”- r.{roi
s R p g sl P« g 1 g
"-'miozhmﬂgmvmw"n
ses what was golng on, or to offer Ir!utz.u
mg:u-“ ganfire, Neverthelsss, without the

: s doubtful whether suy -i:nqlnu;..___
would have. b«n possible. ; e gl

(G.B. Dag4q, pera, 939),

\\\\

ess. 'mme reports from the destroyers. hdloitq that the

e nBrocklesby”, "Barkeley", "F.n v,
o

movement here. desoribed was omh! out Ez "Slagak"
3 horul.t.
"Bleasdale® reports that she could uot. 1 fivat
%utan:odat lﬂt' fws'cgpc' ::; au?:nt of u;l::.
fGarth" does not refer. teo the matter. oportl. ure
No. 13, Report of liul. Porce Commander.) .R\L
this movement was' is hard to eftlmate; q.t um poulbh.
a% least, that it wasa carried out too early to have a great

- affect upon the astual npwouh of the ht eraft, uhuh

4o not appear to have tmh-d lon mlt!l ab

m‘

1180 mo

e~ l't“ﬂf -:

836. At thh goi.nﬁ it may b9 ul.l to nitqt a lu'l.nr

analysis of the somewhat fragmentary evidencs which ia
available for the mprhm of - the. mﬂ.h ashore durlnc

. the re-embarkation.
. 836. For Les Fusiliers liont.-Bom there 1s eunut.s.nly
ionnalire

L

1ittle evidence. The answers to the unit guest
referred to above are very brilef on this point; they refer

-almply to the very heavy flire under whigh the re-smbarkation

- was c¢arried out, the fact that there were many wounded men

in the eraft, and that In general the morale of the treops

- remained high., The comments of Lieut. P. Loranger 1s,

"Blesses bien nombreux sur bateau, courage general, bon moral
de tous". Several men npuk of be transferred from L.C.As.
to L.C.Ts. D.81465, Pte. Pro ¢+ G., states that he

and his comrades nndu-ml.n‘mo fire, he
himself being "unod by & plece of "shrapnel” in um 80,

He got aboard an L.C.A., which he ld’t ten minutes later
booause 1t was sinking, and the men wers b. with their
steel helmets. He reports three end ur att on the
boats, D.61690, Sgt. » W,, reports having seen Lt.-Col.
lnnardL : ;tmk in the by & plece of "shrapnel" on beard
an el e




8§

237. n.m ﬂ’l. mm.’ ,.‘ lp.m of a 1“‘

l . struggle to push an L.C.A. off the beach, mentions assisting
& man of the Essex Scottish end 8 wounded soldier of the

R.,H.L.I. saboard, and remarks that there were many men drowned

around the L.C.A.

npm to tho ReHoL.I., we have descriptions

ef tht lun(g s Previous to the ﬂ-ﬂuuum.

the Oadino was ep.luul for all-round defence. C.S.M.

... Stewart describes how .smoke was seen -m in, at a time

r’ ' when he himself had alnut given up he withdrawal. He
tells How Capt. A.C. Hill gave orders to ‘carry the wounded
from mcnm to the bnahé ndhnudu this officer's
direction the 48ino then withdrew by stages,

2 thé »iflemen go first, G.B.I. ltmh't stayed behind with
the Bren guaners, who were still covering the withdrawal,

and withdréw with them when ordered by Capt. Hill. C.S.M,

Stewart saw the latter going towards the beach, but did not
see hism afterwards; hhmnmtodlprumofm.

239, & .8.!. Stewart remarks that there was no srgenised
beach party at work, and men simply got aboard the boats which
came in in they could, In thesd circumstances, some

_ eraft inevitably Decame overloaded. C.S5.M. Stewart himself
got aboard an L,0.A., which, however, lmmediately sank; and
he believes that he swam for at least two and & half hours

. before he was ploked up by another T..O.A. quh was' mulng
‘to uuut nm!.vwl. ]

no. ' The up‘run“ of Bgt. !uchn, who was in’ m same
. i was not dissimilar, lo got nbwd an L.C.A. which was
Bailidg ﬂgxf‘ﬁp‘?’ g et e e B 3““‘ oy
A e 8 equently he sSome other
mén from this L.C.A. were transferred to an L.0.8,, and
assisted in transferring mo‘ from thres L,C.AS. to a
lnuogu' “on whieh Sgt. on himsel roh;nu to
The L.C.8 mtmm » the orff or:ln.hugodnunln;
to take Sgt. mluunmhm- ma«mprmmm
Hickson found himself was probably "Cal as he describes
& _fire on her ltmuuodb:mmq

l{' Hickson remarked that while on the beach he

n-u eat rush of infantrymen down from the centre of the

‘béach towards the landing eraft., He states that instead of

luttqriu they seemed to concentrate on a few craft, and
the crowd of nm round these drn huvy fire.

‘242, The Commanding Officer of the R.H.L.I. did not
succeed in getting away. A lstter written by Lt.-Col. Labatt

hmt olf on 24 Aug 42 luu'ibu some part of his owa exper-
ences

: Iana ps-um and for seme
fantastic reason unhurt...:..XI was In

the water for a long time and when taken
had on only shirt and under-pants......
Many very brave things were done and I hope




' that here comparatively few men wers evacuated; this unit
' brought back to England fewer mem than other major unit

“August, 1942, Appx VI) desoribes the withdrnm as follows:

-58-

that when we have ‘sorted them VB
out proper recegnition will be - )

tmﬂ.o' (LR

(Photostat, 'O!mm iulm!l orﬂu.)
243, Turning 'td the Essex Scottish sector, we find

-

engaged.Lti~Col.MacRae's narrative (War D , Essex Scot,,

‘Somewhere about 1100 hrs aircraft
1a1d smoke on the water front and A.L.Cs.
came in to . (tt:xt to evacuate the h-wns.
An effort was e to get those unhit and
the wounded who could be moved inte the
A.L.Cs. but_ fire destroyed so many
of the A.L.Cs, that very few of the troops
got off. Igotw elf with a small
, party of wounded in a mall ‘wooden row boat
" and we were eventually pleked lr{ e smoke
laying ship and later c&donbouh
‘potedtion ship where thers iu & surgeon.

-~
~

¥he citation for It~Cak MacRae's ;c. states mt. ‘although

himself wounded, ‘he "lifted the éd inte the boat, and
himself swimming, pushed it two Mmiles through the water,
at which pez.nt he was rucuod with his pu-ty".

B44; ' There are a number éf peferences to d ;o.rsc group

of men whish took' ary sheltér behind an L.C,T.
_(probably L.C.T. 1) strandéd on the Beash. A,21137, Pte.
. Bakér, R.A.M,, writes, "I guess there were about rnn- hundred
_men there", but mdy wall be an overestimate. £.a11u,
. Pte. Cousineau, t.ng. désoribés his own mlmo

followss .

: When we withdrew we had to ‘go hut
" throiugh a hole 1n the wire and then about
100 yds down the beach, all of whioch was
under very heavy c¢ross fire’and with no
nrotut!.on t vo reached a beached T.L.C.
where with go number of other soldiers
we took oour until we were able to board
an A.L.C. We had to leave this A.L.C., later
as it was hit and transfer . to a T.L.C.
‘always under fire. . | et
- 2845, There are various reéferences made to the use of

smoke by the unit to cover i1ts withdrawal. A.82551, Pte.
Mison, J.H., writes, "A% 1100 hrs we were told to put a
nokournn out, so I managed to puk.g two extra smoke

;m:;toﬂ, :nd tédsed them over the W ‘and made for the
sa tecsns 8

246, As in the case of the R.H.L.I., the 0'—"“"-'8
Officer of the Essex did not return to England. Lt.-Col.

Jasperson 1= a prisoner of war, and as above noted (paras.




0.8.M, Btewart was convinced that the continued fire of the tank

~wff=

65 and 74) useful information concerning his unit's action
has been received from him.

247. It has already been remarked that practically none

of the personnel of 14 Cdn Army Tk Bn who were landed succeeded
in returning to England. The reason for this appears teo be
that these men, %0 whom as has been said above the infantry
pay constant tribute, decided to remain in their tanks to the
last moment and cover the withdrawal of the infantry by fire.
There 1s ample evidence that the tanks' guns remained in action
to the very end; see, for example, paras. 103 and 122, above.

on the beach in front of the Casino contributed uturunr to
the aro withdrawal of meny of the inrmtry. '

248. It h.u been pointed out abon (para. 289) that the
withdrawal order was passed to the tanks at 0955 hrs. No
indication hes been found that any special inatructions were
passed at this time to the tmh. and it was probably assumed
that they would aet on the general instructions. The tank-
crews, however, under the orders of their officers ashore,

- chose to remain in their vehilecles and in action. A very

()

rudimentary wireless log of conversations heard, appended to
War Diary, 14 Cdn Army Tk Regt, August 1942, noted that at
1205 hrs a mesange was heard, "Qot to leave the tanks.

Nothing else we can do". BShortly afterwards definite in-
structions were passed from Force H.Q. for the onmun of
tank personnel and the destruction of the tanks 395‘
Intelligence Log, 1218 hrs). At 1285 hrs Major A. enn,

had taken command of the tanks ashore, was heard to say "Unload
orews from tanka™, This was the hlt intelligible phrase
picked up. It seems likely that by this time the evacuation
was virtually at an end, and there were no ¢raft on the beaches
to bring off the tnnk-aron.

Pinal 8 o nntll! ghes.

l
i 04

249, The actual progress of the evacuation t‘r‘- m and

WHITE Beaches can be followed falrly closel !.n the mord

of messages recelived from stations on the and partic-

ularly from Brigadler Southam's headquarters lnd from Major
MeCool, by listeners on "Calpe” and "Fernie", and certain
other -mt effshore. These messages mu-a a8 rmrlublo
record of an heroiec and tragic drama.

250. At 1044 hrs the section of H.Q. G Odn Inf Bde
operating ashore informed Force H.Q. that there was oppout:lm
from both ¢liffs overlooking RED and WHITE Beaches, and

added the gl nny observation, "h-z along headlands waiting
for Van ("B" Wave Summary, "Fernie" Messages, War
Diary, "“a", H.Q. 2 Cdn Div, Amu 1042, Appx 63. .:ul
summary appears to be an independent record, and nod merely

a version of "B" Wave messages otherwise recorded.)

851. At 1100 hres the 6 Cdn Inf Bde shore station inguired
what the situation was with respect to evacuation, and how
many boats were coming. The answer, at 1102 hrs, was that




" ("B" Wave messages, "Fernie"). .

258, - At 1115 hrs the 6 Cdn Inf Bde station reported
that the beaches were now covered with smoke and inguired

ey e oy 1120 hrs "BILL" (the. 6 Cdn Inf Bde jshore leatian)

. At 1188 Ibisqdlar R .1gn.11.¢ %0 UXBRIDGE:
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all available boats were coming and uoko was being laid

whether bomber support was being provided. The answer was
that bomber suppert had been asked for. At about the same
time the shore station was asked how many men had been
evacuated so far. The reply was "None from Red or mto'
("B" Wave messages, "Fernie".) _

reported that craft were now, oouns in: It is evident that

" "a® the landing craft mpproached the shore they came under
intense fire. At 1132 hrs "BILL" roporm as rounu

b Want lots of support. hﬂ -u-n:ﬁn.
‘oraft, & (they) cannot get in, m
- air support wanted.

Similar messages followed. At 1135 hrs "BILL" was heard to

inquire, "Can we rush thingst Things are getting heavy".
At 1140 ‘h'p "BILL" reported: B

', Small boats have been hit & sinking.
I do not (consider) it possible to evacuate
unless you get everything auihb}.n in here.

”At 1:34 h:l the shore station made another appnh

‘ Boats hit because no mppu-t. High
ound to east & west of bouhu mt be
i3 .d or Ihln.do

254. Probably at 1200 hrs, Porco E.Q. infermed "III.L"
"Bombers are now over headlands. Close mpu-t coming".
The reply was, "Suppert now arriving .‘gi' be oatl.mn'
or boats will not get away" ("Fernie ‘Wave nnn.gu.
and "B" Wave Summary).

‘B85, !hroughnt this period, Force H.Q. was c-ﬂnun{l
- passing messages to UXBRIDGE in an effort to ensure that a

possible alr support was afforded the men on shore. - The
messages sent by Brigadier Mann to UXERIDGE closely reflect
the appeals received from Brigadier Southam. Thus at 1137
hrs he aimlloda

. Request lots support: enemy engaging
h:rt need smoke and all support possible for
lo u'c lropp!n; ‘a . few Boche planes too.
_ ("Fernie" nnusu)

1

“Boats hit becsuse no support. High
ground to east & west of beaches must be bombed
or shelled. Regceived from 3111 1154.




m - The "Detailled Chromclogical Alr Nerrvative" (0.B.
s Appx B to Annex 7) enables us to check the results of
these t appeals. Some axamples can be given. At 12086

J the beaches and
hr

acked by escorted Hurrisane
bombers at 1020 hrs and 1045 hrs in sccordance with orders
issued at 0926 hrs and 0955 hrs vely. At 1200 hrs
three Hurrisane squadrons with escort attac the east and
west headlands in actcordance with orders issued at 1049 hrs,
At 1205 hrs, two Boston squadrons with esoort attasked the
DIEPPE area hunrdgnu with orders Lssued at 1113 hrs.

258. Examination of the Detailled OMotugl Alr Narra-
tive emphapizes the faet that & considerable time-lag must be
accepted as 1lnevitable, in an operation of this sort, between
the moment when special alr support is ted and that when
the aireraft are actually over the objective. In point of
fact, 1n this instance, . She . time the Alr Force was able to
come into action in response to the urgent appsals despatohed
by "Pernie" during the setual withdrawal, the dreama on the
beaches was over. The Alr Force made svery effort to assist
the evacuation with the resources at its command. It must be
noted here that in a great number of cases the reports of
individual soldiers on their experiences pay tribute to the
work of the R.A.F. and the general effectivencss of the alr

- .support provided during the operation. ' =

2598, Messages received from Major MeCool provide further
information concerning the circumstances of the withdrawal,
One of these is thus recorded at 1150 hrs asong the "Calpe"
:,A" lan)- messages (War Diary "o", W.Q. 2 Cdn Div, August 1942,

| P.l.'L;IO'l mtl Not ¢ood$'  Need
“#gm Lots of smoke & Leigh g

The t for "Lots of lLe » -W-nn support
had m‘:.:m made E:wlmgl: m hrs ("Pernie" messages, )
Listening Watoch on "A - ' : .

" Wave). »




--omvurnﬂuh - ‘

o hast mements of resistance on the beach, An entry in the
.- "Fernie" summary of "B" Wave messages noted that one received
«., &t 1840 hrs was from "Bill In person®, mtutt this

-2
260. ' At 1211 hrs the ton-u; information from Major

. 'To Ham via Jolnny fﬂtuml
have been evasuated. lmnm
‘evacuated acsording to Brian. :

("Pernie” messages, Listening
Watch on "A" lan.)

86k, . The iu-un received from the -hln -.nuut of
HeQe 6 Cdn Inf Bde constitute a dramatic record of the

NoCoy, 1.0, 4 Cdn Inf Bde, maken tho follow note nm
of Qe Inf Bde, August 194B, with refer-

mhmmd-mmmmm‘ths "All

transmissions from 6 Bde were by Brig. Southam. I recognised

868, - This final group of messages can be included here

. 1843, "™white Beach not good, Red Peter
not so bad because of fewer le
there. I recommend Lisut;
of 2 Cdn Pd Coy, RCE who has besn
do a wonderful job here. That's
one urtluboak' (8)

o .as01 uuparmn-unm
. M -qnum in.®

1506 "Oive us quick umt Enemy cluin.
in on beach. lnrry lll phu.. :

1307 "We are evacuating."
1308 "There seems t0 be a mass surrender

of our tps to the Gernans on the Beach.
Wmhhmhvom'

'm-o messages were recorded by other lutmn in m -mm

terms.

263. The reference to "fewer people” being on RED mcn
is in contradiction of the facts as now knewn. Far more men
appear to have been left on RED BEACH than on WHITE BRACH,
for as already noted nearly 400 officers and men of the

Essex Scottish became prisoners of war. This unintentional
misrepresentation doubtless arose from the fact that Brigadier
Southam was himself on WHITE.BEACH and could _mlhdm, per-
ceive the situation further east. This further illustrates

(3) Lisut. W.A. utlhr'n unit m‘utuny 7 Fd Coy.




(d)

g - g g g e A
_ ssalon wan
in his or Sheir u:r-uuu vieinity.

- 1 Ap

264. It is important to establish, if possible, the
resson for the withdrawal being so much more successful
on WHITE on RED BEACH « that 1s, why the R.H.L.T.
sugcesded withdrawing about four times as many men as
the Essex Scottish. Analysis of the reports of naval

- officers may throw some light on this matter,
'265. . Gommander .V, WeGMinboak, R.N., was Bost Pool

- Officer and Lherefore 4ally concermed in the naval

u'lm-u withdrawal. off feer in his om
Pepos g. to Enclesure No. 13, ort of Haval Forece
C cumand er that bhe was on board " " at the time

§ and told them §0 1ie sbout 1 to

“ r '
fm of f their respective besshea and be ready to go in

2 ordered to.about 1050". While thus engaged he heard
from "0 " that the withdrawal would start at 1100 hrs,
and that A Lralft were %0 come in at that time without

g?' to the Force Comaander uni to
ormation, but eould not find her
a signal in plain language to Captain Luce




enemy.
6. ¢ I must admit that I had some dAifri-
at this Sime as o
the exuct ac « The difficulty
- &

amount of hesitation T decided the best thing
to do was to withdraw with this Group, this
T 414 at about _1850.

266 . Lb.~0dr Dathan's owh report (Appx 17 to Enclosure
No. 15, Report of Nauval Forces Commander) is comparatively
brief on this subject: b,

: At about 1000, orders were received
from Comsender loClintock to tell all L.C.As.
and L.O,Ms. to go into the beaches on whioh they
had landed troops and to be there at 1100 teo

woestern gr of L.O.As. %0 this effect, and

mmmmomtuwymmm
const and eventually salled in company w ith them
‘and Calpe in the last group to leave.
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870. One_ | ﬂg-' was made on the ovacuation of
TThis is that of tho Plosilla Offiecer of W.u.5.

after describing how his

y

3G to Imelosure

"rpince Charles® (A
Naval

PPX

)

cattered at 1030 hrs

FPorce Commander
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flotilia wan &
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&
| “; THe ::W k.c.l.v;::;. ho Semtar
ar . .M
| lﬂt:‘ :l— as follows:

273, Thesé extracts, thken i o sion -m.
glyen sarlier in cmdhoq with nﬁ’ﬂ

reflect the sourage and devotion of qt'ﬂun and
retings who, under most perilous’ g ieted in
thelr tasks and succeeded brlncuu ofr ao erable
nusber of m mon whom ¥ hed landed.

R74. rdumn for uuud susoess of the RID
BRACH wi ‘san bc-' Arly ‘seen ﬁmgn extracts. The
ehief" ﬁ“nj mmu mls an rollows;
i (l) The umm& of fahore was extramely ocon-

: fused, due 1n great part . ,‘lq' the suokesoreen,

1105 ‘off RED Beash, t.m Wudu
 reduced uw'vs.-ur thine of arart
' -mmm m& \!u Seottisn,

~ (1) u cu-vun- nm n th- time of eva-
7 ‘sustion vontributed to scat uumam-

. orgenizing the oraft which avallable
- offf the nain beadhes. OUne { dttack, in
--oﬂnﬁm yun;blr with ﬂu tha
shore, Gf mﬂ Mn

was a-nulbh. A8 a result of this decision,
it io elour, & Wlo numbe* of oraft

by dﬁ- attack evidently
_ ‘some of she oraflt from "Prince
Charles® golng in on WHITY instesd of on RED

{14,
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(-)hhﬁmodﬁd ee of cover .
afforded on WHITE BEACH by the Casino,
~ the fire maintained by’ enemy on RED
BRACH was ulld.!!aru!:av. and the
majority or‘.ﬁi eraft wh 0':'1:1' toush down
there were omd ug e
 Ghasl :%ﬁ !nc los h&g mmio
'"". “"“‘u“ Prine
1t few :zbu ﬁ:l bolnu these touched
down 1n tho luu Scottish sestor.

275. To sum upt mn ow oraft were available on
mmu ho by iowu'g !,mmw:um«
for this u'u ' i Yy to orders lssued
37 vendgr Hetil offihers yoo, G 0 qu of their obser-
vation of the situation, -mu_ “that attempts at evac-
uation here were hopeless. Of ‘eraft which did touch down,
very few succeeded in d.thlrmng with their troops.
ll'u. While the landing sraft were u.l.‘.uny attempting to

the soldiers off the b h ‘two Foree Commanders
en up'mtonput inﬂuhﬂutoﬁim-
gress of the’ muou. _ The Naval ?o:,-u Commander reports
&s follows: ' .

ux. % "~ It soon bowom vn-tuny I.-puubh to
know wthoii awal was __.mht. at .
.‘m m°. H.N.8. ﬂuﬂ' : arxe w.‘u
‘oraft loads of troops, mostly wounded, from .
whom it was learned that there were -hu men
walting to come off at "Green" Beasch, A%t sbout
the same time ‘General asked f
'hdwuuto main beaches an
. ition there, A 1y .
: (ut. t . =Command hitfiel
was halled and Instructed %o

"Calpe™ in order to save time, . 1y later
I olosed A.L.C. M«m. who t come
‘tnuihonh ldlh-ﬂnltumh

> Mlhpr cvuaqtun.

942, . At m 1220, a M.nll wap received
from Commander MeClintoek indicating that no
further evacuation was feasible. However, m
Military, Force Commander saked that a further
effort should be made, and although I felt that

- this might well result in greater losses to
troops already embarked, than in the embarkation
of additional troops, I declded to give Commander




muk diseretion whether to make
further

"If no w muu
ponnh wuh(m

nm:.;. the s ‘a8 re od S0,
Commander MNeC ock omitted the word
"ir", and from that time onwards ¥N.N.S.
"Calpe"” was unable to get into touch with
him. I supposed at the $ime that u-
M.L. must have been l\nk. but actuall

was able to order the withdrawal of

land t to a ed pulunn,
3 ing ﬂg m

C.A, m lﬂ 188, I?‘. B.lm

mmmwwtkﬂmum-
shore, but owing to the low wisibility I
was not aware of this at the time.

e

this resolu » H.M,8. "Calpe" approached very
L beach at 1250 hra. The Naval Porce Commander's
account of this final attempt may be quoted:

944, At about 1250 I decided to close the

beach again for a final personal view, and

honl.ng A.L.C. 185 and 158 on either bow,
ﬂ' "cnn' steered for uatm end

_ " Beagh, at the same ¢ I.:g

ﬂro from the foremost guns at thn

waters, on which machine~gun posts were

nmtol to be preventing the troopo on "Red"

nuh!.ng':: water. When about
g ey Oy o

Q_m no s oops
m other than dereliocts, '

i

to suoceed. Before r 11 l&ﬂn‘ up, however 2
1 proceeded to seaward to close H.M.8, "Locust
and ascertain Commander fyder's views, as it
seemod possible that with i.4.8, "Locusat'a”
shallow draught he might be more aware of

the situation on the bemches. Whilst this
interchange of signals wes in progress, however,
the General informed me that the ger body

of the troops on the beach had surrendered.

278, m report of "Gd.pc't" own Commanding Officer
(Appx 21 to Fnelosure No, 13, Report of Naval Force Commander)
and the hvmtlml Log appended to 4t note that the ship




_ln. 13, Report of Waval Force Commande

=70~ |4

olosed RED BEACH at 1248 hrs, the pillboxes on
tho breskwater with her forward 4 1 guns at 1263 hrs,
and fired eleven szlvoes before Nt into the smoke
about 1300 kre. The reportd from the icers in charge .
of L.C.As. 185 and 188 are available (A 88 to nnnom
) e Y- both apeak of
the very heavy opposition encountered at the moment when
they ciosed the lnuh in omx with "Calpe™; and Lisut.
K.D. m‘. R.'bv.‘.’ .f !u'ﬁ.l. m. ltlt.l mt
he nw m tuc.Al. u-l.ng the 'huh

279. #npt. Mu-lhnat in hh report pays tribute
to m&.v I.c‘nnilck and LS ,~Cdrs. Pathan and NeMullen.
He : ol

' Bn fact ht over a troops
- were evacusated, under m:.u which
can seldom have been equalled, must be
attributed m': to ﬁi wm of these
crﬂwc.

(c.B. o«u, para. m)
280. The remarks of Oeneral Roberts comecerning the

‘manner in which the Navy persisted in the attempts at

nmax should be quoted (C.B., 04244, ‘pars. 962)

i;.....m ap!.:e.;: m ulqu::.;u to

th personne » the went
in dgain end again to every beash until
itmm that our men on “White"

-and "Red" Beuchen were eoither killed or
overvhelmed, when any Mhor attempts
wmnd have been of no auna ‘-

Fvery posaible e was made by the
Navy to get the sssault’ inte the
beaches, inol !hh Porce Commander's
b . destroyer which d ‘the beach until 1%

A e almost grounded, iIn in effort to support

' the 'ithlrtnlhy rm#hphkup
mlvm.

281, © It ia etl’ mt o mu h ‘Ihll connection

that one destroyer actually did ground while giﬁn; close

nmmtmmmmmuwm

- Commander of I,M.3, "Brocklesby" ﬂpﬂﬂd ‘as ronm

(Appx 27 to Enclosure No. 13, Report of Naval Force
Commander) t

8. At about this time (1142) Boston
aircraft laid a most effective smoke :
soreen close to seaward of RED and WHITE
Beach, and it was nece r«--u

olose the beach throush i

as close as I considered Hup y safe
8till in thick smoke and then turned parn-
llel to the beach to wait for the smoke to
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elear, When it dld, I was within 500 -
@ 0 1%L yapds of shore and came under 3", 2 pounder
< and small arms fire. The latter appeared
* %0 come from the larger bulldings behind
the beagh, prominent among which was the.
~Casino, into which 1 salvo of 4" was fired.
A number of troops were on the beach and .
one men ‘semaphored for boats to be sent in.
‘Just to the leéft of the beach was a litter
of Tanks, some overturned and others wrecked.
As T could give no asslstance commensurate
“with the risk to my ship in staying so close
~idnshore, I altered to Port to open from the
s R gl W P, g P fiy B
« I continued to
éanie off, but hits from’ s* shell emptied
the lubricating olil ”.I’“ tank and shot
away the lubrleating oll pipes to the gearing,
putting both engines out of action. Several
more hits were acored on the "BROCKLESBY", one
‘starting a cordite fire at Y gun, but no,
gserious dauage was done. After about 3
minutes the starboard engine was in asction
and I proondod cledr.

| " ‘CABUALYIES, RED AND WHITE BRACHES.
282. At this point the casualties suffered by the units
ngngod cn_‘m l.ptl IB;I:!!E Beaches should bo considered in

283, .lﬁ t’lrud explained, the Rq&l Hamilton Light
Infantry succeeded l.n withdrawing sonsiderably more men
from tlu beach than was the case, with the Lssex Scottish.
_The R.H.L.I. embarked for the operation 31 officers and
851 other ranks, Thelr casualtles as known at C.M.H.Q.
‘on 1 Oet 45 were 7 offivers and 120 other ranks killed,
5 other ranks presumed killed, one officer and 6 other ranks
dled of wounds, and one offlcer and 9 other ranks dled of
~ wounds while ptnmn of war, 5 offieers and 103 other
ranks returned to England wounded. <8 officers and 90
-other ranks are prisoners of war, and 7 officers and 69
other ranks are wounded and prisoners of war. One officer and
48 other ranks are missing, The regiment's total casualties
were thus 30 offlcers and 449 other ranks; in other words,
oenly one officer and 102 other ranks did not become casualties.
The above figures indicate that a total of 7 officers and
210 other ranks, or conslderably less than half the ualt,
returned to Eng inll after the operation. This unit, it
will be noted, m a higher total of 1its persomnel mhd
than any other except the Royal Regiment of Canada; and it
had more officers killed thln any other unit. (C.M. H.Q.
file 18/DIRFPE/2).

284. The Essex Scottish hld nﬁr. casualties, as llrouly
remarked, than any other unit of the forge. The regiment
embarked 52 officers and 521 other ranks. Its casualties
were 4 officers uu 75 ath-r ranks killed, 2 other ranks
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died of wounds, and one officer and 7 gbhor ranks died
of wounds while prisoners of war. In addition, one ’
officer and 27 other ranks returned wounded. 20 officers
and 248 other ranks are priscners of war, 3 officers and
115 other ranks are wounded and prisoners of war, and one
- ofifider and 16 other ranks are missing. The unit'S total
casualtles are thus 30 officers and 501 other ranks. Two
-of the officers embarked remained on the landing ships

(Wwar Diary, Essex Scot., August 1942), No officer of this
unit who landed, therefore, returned unwounded, and the

only officger who ‘landed to return to England at all was
'“Capt. (mow Lt.-Col.) D.,F, MacRae, S.D. & G. Highrs, who was
attached to the unit., Only 49 oghh- ranks returned to
England after the operation, and of these, as noted, 27

were wounded. (C.M.H.Q. file 18/DIEPPE/2) .

285. Les Pusiliérs Mont-Royal leu'ked 31 officers and
552 men. Thelr casualtles as known on 1 Oot 45 were 6
offlcers and 85 other renks killed, one officer and 4 other
ranks premumed killed, 5 other ranks died of wounds, and
one officer and 5 other ranks dled of wounds while prisoners
of war, (In additlon, 2 other ranks have subsequently died
while prisoners of war.) 2 officers and 51 other ranks
returned wounded, 13 officers and 229 other ranks are
prisoners of war, and 5 officers and 97 other ranks are
wounded and prisoners of war. The unit's total casualties
were thus 28 officers and 487 other ranks; and only §
officers and 121 other ranks romd to England. (c I.H.Q.
file m/nmu/s. -

286. The casualties of 14 Cdn W Tk Bn are of partic-
ular interest. Of the men of this t who landed, as

has already been explalned, very few suce

to England, Nevertheless, there were l1
fatal casualties. The unit embarked 31 off leers

men. Figures available at C.M,H.Q. as of 1 Oet 45 ahow

the following casunalties: nnod. 8 other ranks; presumed
-killed, one officer; died of wounds while a prisoner of
war, one other rank; wounded, 4 other ranks, 13 officers
and 127 other ranks are prnmra of war,, officers and
16 other ranks are wounded and prisoners of war, and one
officer and 2 ot&; ranks are missing. The missing offilcer
is Capt. Pnrdy, the officer presumed dead, Lt.=Col.
Andrews; bot.h of these were last seen in the water.

287, In view of the ovidonaa prodm.d ammlng the
" bold and determined manner in which this unit fought l.t-
© tanks, a fact to which, as has been seen, many. infan

men bear witness, the astonishingly low figures of ki od
end wounded are a tribute to the staunéhness of the Churchill

‘tank. This is'confirmed by the nid.pp- of Iajnr Page
(above, para. = ).

288, - This \mit brought bdck to land 14 officers and
2351 other ranks. The vast ma jorit these were never
nharo. (c.n.n.q. file lafnmm/ly :

289.  The persomnel of the Royal cmdhn En;lnnu » all
of whom were employed on the main beaches, suffered heavily.
The total of R.C.E. personnel embarked, as known to Over=-
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seas Records Office, wis 1l of'ficers and 3508 other ranks.

& Casualties us known at 1 0ot 435 were as follows: killed,
one officer and 17 other ranks; ‘dled of wounds, one other
rank, plus one additional other rank who died of wounds
as a px-uonn- of warjy wounded, 4 officers and 35 other ranks;
prisoners of war, 2 officers md 91 other ranks;  wounded
and prisoners of war, 2 officers and 36 other ranks; missing,
5 other ranks. The grand total of casualties for the R.C.E.
was 9 officers and 184 other renks. The preport of Lt.~Col.
L.F. Barnes on the Engineer aspect of tw"thu (5 Sep 42)
onn.htn‘lhn of 93 all ranks of the Assault parties,
71 landed and of these 62 were reported as killed or miassing;
and of 240 all ranks of the demolition parties, 98 landed and
of these 90 were killed or missing (Pile 2D8(G) 1-1-85, from
H.Q. 2 Cdn Div). Of the offlcers and other ranks of the
Engineer Or who landed, 90% were reported killed or missing
(the great majority,as already naod, now belng known to be

2

) mmuu-romuln.

290. The return voyage can be briefly dealt with. At
1859 hres H.N.5. ":mh' was ordered "to concentrate small
eraft 4 miles 550° from Dieppe™, snd by 1380 hrs the "majority"
of thess craft were 80 concentrated. - At 1345 hrs "Pernie"
was ordered "to assume gulde of fleet", and motor launches
mow‘wunm uoamqoluadnpnnm (Report from
H.M.8, "Perni ‘.m 22 to Enclosure No. 15, Report of Naval
Foree C o-unln's Evidently the return voyage began at
ohoe. About 1410 hrs the last oraft was reported three
miles from the Prench coast (Report bun' Foroe Commander,
C.B, 04244, para. 998). At 1458 hre Maud Chrono-
feal Air Narrative (Appx B to Annex 7, C.P. 04244) notes,

"c 9 b force 18
.n.o:o mm.'m;m no longer required as e

' 291. Pighter cover was maintained over the fﬂo through-
i out the homeward voyage, and was in general extremely effect-~
I ive. The strength of this cover was 7 ively reduced

as the convoy apmma. At 1 hrs it was reduced
to five & hn 1t was down to three squadrons
(D-nuod cm-onol.mnl Alr Warrative).

292, There were enemy air attacks upon the convoy, but
they were not concentrated and not effective, The report of
the Alr "orce Comsander (C.B. 04244, para. 994) notes under
1545 hrs as followa:

There was considersble deterioration
in the weather, and the enemy took advantage
of the inereasing cloud cover to send out

- single bombers to attack our ships as they
‘neared the nglish Coast. One or two
formations of F.%W, 1908 were alaso employed
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for this purpose, In addition to
8 cover over the returning
gonvoy, 86 interception sorties were 153

made.

i 295. As already noted, H.M.8. "Calpe" during this final
phase suffered two bombing attacks, both of which secured
noar misses and caused e and casuslties. These attacks
., were the result of the ship's proceeding eastward independ-
. ently to plek up a British pilot who was reported in the
mu- (Report of Naval Foree Commander, C.B. 04244, para.

£284. The final phase can best be described in the words
of Capt. Hughes-Hallett's report, as printed in C.B. 04244:

846. Subsequently Hol8, "Calpe" "Jm
the convoy which proceeded without incident,
other than some ineffectual alr attacks
through the Western swept channel, and to
& position approximately 20 miles from NHew-
haven. At this point I was Jjoined Ly Captain
D. (16) with H.¥.5, "Mackay" and H.M.8.
"Blencathra®, and I requested him to eseort
the small eraft into lewhaveb thus releasing
H.¥.8, "Calpe" and the other destroyers and
H.%.8. "Locust" to proceed direst to Portsmouth
with their wounded, who totalled over 500. The
coastal crarft and landing oraft reached New-
_haven without further inecident, and the
troyers and i.M.5. "Looust" berthed along-
ide at Portamouth shortly after midnight.

206, Shortly after the convey left the French ¢oast, both
General Roberts and Brigadier Mann(in "Calpe" and "Pernie"
respectively) avalled themselves of the faot that carrier
pigeons were avallsble to send messages to H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps

up thelr immediate impressions of the operation.
General Roberts wrote, at 1340 hrs;

.. Very heavy casualties in men and ps. Did
everything poasible to get men off but in
w ~ order to get any home had to come to sad
decislon %o abandon remainder. This was
Joint decision by Force Commanders. Obviously
operation completely lacked surprise.

(File Ops 3-3-1-2 Div, Vel. 1I,
from H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps)

Brigadier Mann wrote, at 1482 hras:

=eps Ro;::dhu’ opm? now in ;;s; of
trouble er. Surprise probab ost when
naval engounter occurred in sarly AN - Af
LCAs spotted.

Str th of en « Seems to have been
inereased. !
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Basic view all army offrs in Pernie that
Bomber Comd MUST provide really heavy support
in future Combined OQperations. -

0
4 Troops seem to have behaved magnificently
never a trace of panic in R/P?. Fallure to
- succeed in foreing Red & White due to very heavy
fire on promenade. Gunfire also on beachea.

No news of Yellow or Blue parties sinoce.
early AM. Comns worked well throughout.

Are getting reports re casualties by lamp.

Bmy.-'o falled to achieve our hopes. Navy
did grand job. Regards  Mann

We want to go again some time too. 1!
(Ibid,)

TOTAL CASUALTIES OF CANADIAN MILITARY FORCE
296. The grand totals of Canadian military casualties in
the DIEPFE operation, as known at Overseas Regcords Office on
1l Oet 435, were as follows:

Officers Other Renks

Presumed Killed

(Overseas R,0,3366) 4 22
Eilled. 38 599
Died of Wounds : 1 30
Died of Wounds (P. of War) 8 36
Wounded 39 863
Prisoner of War 85 12853
Wounded and & Prisomer of War 33 5156
Missing 8% 147

Total casuslties 212 3159

297. At this late date, it may probably be assumed that
almost all of those shown as "missing" were in fact fatal
casualties, doubtless chiefly drowned. If the missing be
reckoned as fatal casualties, the total number of such cas-
ualties for the force, it will be observed, 1s 55 officers
and 838 other ranks. The figures given indicate that a
total of 172 officers and 2572 other ranks who embarked for
the operation did not return to England. (These figures re-
esent the total of Presumed Killed, Killed, Died of Wounds
P.of War), Prisoner of War, Wounded and a Prisoner of War,
and Missing.) Comparison with the total embarkation strength
(Report Ne. 100, Appx "A"™) indlcates that 135 officers and
2086 other ranks of the Canadian force returned to England,.

298, These figures derive from 0.M.H.Q. file 18/DIEPPE/2.

299, The losses suffered by two brigades of the 2nd
Canadian Division in this operation were so heavy as to re-
duce the division's battleworthiness very materially for a
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considerable time. 4 Odn Inf Bde in particular was almost
deatroyed, for the moment, as a fighting force: the tom‘
casualties of 1its three battallions amounted to 66 officers
and 1449 other ranks. At 15 Sep 43, nearly a month alter

the operation, and after great efforts had been made to

rill the geps, R.Regt.C. was still defleient alx officers
and 218 other ranks, R.N.L.I., four officers and 193 other
ranks, and lssex Scot. 12 officers and 212 other ranks
(C.M.H.Q. t0 H.Q. FPirst Cdn Army, 17 Sep 42, C.M.H.Q. file
6/DIEPPE/1). The DIEPPR battalions, filled with reinforce-
ment offlicers and men many of whom were incompletely trained,
were obliged to revert to a basis of elemeéntary tralning;

and when in the Spring of 1945 a scale of mobilization prior-
48y was established for Pirst Cdn irmy, 2 Cdn Inf Div was
necessarily placed lower than the  other infantry divisions
(Telegram G.85. 787, CANNILITRY to DEFENSOR, 10 Apr 43:

C.M H.Q. File 4/PROGRISS/B). '

HANDLING OF CASUALTIES IN ENGLAND

300. At this point, after the actual operation had
eoncluded, a heavy burden was suddenly thrown upon Canadian
Hilitary Headquarters and certain establishments under its
eontrol,; notably the hospitals, the Records Office and the
Canad lan Section, 0.H.Q. 2nd RWehelon. The task of caring
for the returned wounded was a heavy one, HNot less exacting
were those of Sabulating and notifying casualties and pro-
viding reinforcements for the units which had suffered
heavily in the operation. '

S01. The performance of these tasks was rendered more
difficult by the faet that C.M.H.Q. had no advance inform-
ation whatever concerning the .operation, and arrangements
accordingly had to be lmprovised at very short notice. This
information was withheld for security reasons, but its
absence caused great dirfioulties after the operation and
it was subsequently agreed, in discussions with H.Q. Pirss
Cdn Army, that a different arrangement would have to be made
in future casea; see nemoranda on thils matter on C,.M.H.Q.
file 6/DIEPPE/1. The great amount of detalled work done

at C.M.H.Q., at Records and at 2nd Nochelon after the oper-
ation camnot be fully described here, but note should be
taken of the burden which this operation threw upon these
establishments at a few hours' notice. The work of Records
and 2nd Eohelon is summarised as rfollows in the fourth
Lislison Letter from A.0.'s Bransh, C.M.B.Q. to A.0., N.D.H.Q.,
15 Sep 48 (C.M.H.Q. fille 6/LIAISON LYR/R/2):

18..ensia @), ' 2nd Eohelon had considerable
. diffieculty. in solleoting accurate returns. of

Casualties due to the fact that returning
3 g;mml were scattered over a large area,
but by working long hours was able to des-
pateh the necessary information to Records,
although due to the pumbers of names involved
and the demand for speed a percentage of
error had to be asecepted. :

(d) Records stood up well under &
very heavy strain: oertain weaimesses appeared
which are now being rectified. The aystem of

ra
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' h-n‘mgbza numbers of casualties
L 7 has now be m! tested and when the
present adjustments are eted should be
very satisfactory.
s02. Of the medical aspect some slightly more detailed

mention should be made, alth the story of this sphere
belongs properly $o the mediecal historian, The brief summary
which follows is also extracted from the fourth Liaison Letter
from A.G.'s Branch, C.H.H.Q. %0 A.Q., ND.H.Q.2

41. Dieppe casualties.

() +es<Information of the rald was recelved
by the D.M.5. at 0530 hours 19 Aug. Estimated
casualtles were 600. It was planned to use 1,
14 and 15 Odn General Hospl for reception
of Dieppe casualties. In order to prepare
hospitals in the vicinity for the reception of
patients, aitting cases were cleared by special
train from 1 and 14 Cdn Qeneral Hospitals to 7
Cdn General Hospital, some 330 in sll. 15 Cdn
General Hospital evacuated its available cases
to 5 Cdn General Hospital.

(b) In the meantime efforts were mmde to
prepare 7 and 8 Cdn General fospitals and 1 Cdn
Neurological Hospital for the possible reception
of pasualties. The estimation of casualties was
ucmmﬁx-mu-um. Casualties began to filter
through the late afternoon of 19 Aug. At about
2000 hours on that date advice was received that
casualties might reach 18500.

{e) Casualties were evacuated through
two main ports to 1, 14 and 15 Cdn General
Hoaspitals, Beesuse of the large number of
casualties expected, one ambulanece train, ocarry-
ing some 82 cases, was routed to 7 Cdn General
Hospital. Due to the large number of surgical
cases admitted to 15 Cdn Ceneral Hospital
50 cases were transferred to 8 Cdn General
Hospital.

|

|

} (a) All arrangements proceeded smoothly
| _ _

|

and by 0900 hours on 20 Aug, some 800 casualties
hed been admitted to the various Cdn Gemeral
Hospitels. Thess wers moatly Cenadian but in-
eluded other combined forces as well, Nominal
. rolls of all admissions were telephoned o Records
' by 1200 hours on 20 Aug and confirmed by special
 P.R. later that day.

{e) Full reports of this astion are not
yet available, but it was gratifying to know that
the Medicsl service functioned smoothly and efflic-
lently, and that at least 1400 beds were available
for the reception of possible casualties. There
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Was no overerowding, with the exception

of 15 Cdn General Hospital, which was
remedied by transfer of cases to 8 Cdn
General Hospital. By the morning of 21
Aug, sufficient mmbers of beds were dis-
tributed among the various Cdn Oeneral
Rospitals to take care of the casual sicl.
Information was received rapldly and accur~
ately at A.M.D.2 and was transmitted to
Rnw md 2nd noholm.

(r) oum:lnu arrived by mvoz in the
evening of 19 Aug and the darly morning of
20 Aug. 14 Cdn OGeneral Hoapital received
about 100 casualties, 1 Cdn General Hospital,
120, ncummmmm, 250, and 7 Cdn
General Hospital, 80. 50 cases were trans-
ferred from 15 Cdn General fHospital to 8 Odn
General Hospital. MNeanwhile, 1 Cdn Neuro-
logical Hospital, Plastic Team at Basingstoke
and 5 Odn General Hospital were in readiness
to take casualties iIf nesessary. In all,
approximately 600 casualties, nainly cmndhn:.
were admitted to Cdn General Hospitals.

(g) Hominal rolls were phoned in by
hospltals directly to the Offiecer 1/¢ Records
at about 1200 hours on 20 Aug. Nominal Rolls
‘ware forwarded from Odn General Hospitals
concarned to Officer 1/e¢ Records by special

D.Rs, leaving the hospitals at 1800 hours on
20 Aug. Addtional surgileal teams were supplied
to the Cdn Oeneral Hospitals from hospitals
at the base as required.

(h) Liaslson between A.¥.D.2 and the ports
was thr DADM. 8, 1 Odn Corps. In spite
of sonme difficulties in intercommunication the
operation proceeded smoothly snd with the ex-
eeption of 185 Cdn Oeneral Hospital all General
Hospitals were able to handle the cases fore
warded to them. The transfer of cases from
16 to 8 Odn Oeneral Hospital relieved the
situation at the former hospital.

An artiecle giving & detailled analysis of the cas-

ultin adnitted to Cenadian General Hospltels, and the

results of treatment was contributed to The Lancet (17 Apr

43) by Colonel J.A. MaocParlane, R.C.A.¥.C., Consultant in
Surgery, C.M.H.Q., under the title, "bhppo in Retrospect”.

This sums

sums up the general results as followa:

The total mortality for all the wounded
which were admitted to hospitals was 2.5%.
Seven cases were admitted in extremis and 8
died after operation; 16% of the cases were
discharged dur!.ng the firat week and a further
14X at the end of the second week.




&y 504. Some note should be taken of the services
rendered by the Canadian Auxil Services to the troops
returning from the raid. The following facts are ex-
traected from "Report of Canadian Y.HM.C.A. Services on the
feturn of Canadiens from the Dieppe Actlion of August
19-&0.11913". of which a copy has been communicated to
the writer.

3086, In the ease of the Y.W.C.A., alone, eight tea cars
and eleven supervisors pertlicipated in the work of pro=-
viding refreshment for the roturning troeps; and the

other three "Natlonal Yoluntary Organizations” (The Knights
of Columbus, The Cenadlan Leglon War Services end the Sal-
vation Army) also took part. The four organisations were
notified of the need for their services "ebout ten o'ecloeck
on the morning of the 15th August™, end steps were lmmed-
iataly taken to stock mobile canteens with the stores
reguired for the work, after which the cars proceeded to a
rendezvous where they were notified of thelr intended lo-
cations. "In view of the fact that the men were returning

to different ports, the tea cars were spread out over a

wide area. Some of them were instructed to procesd to the
dooks and beaches, while othors were directed to the Reception
Camps, some seven miles inland, that had boen eryescted for the
purpose of recelving the returning men." Detailing the ex~
pariences of ocne canteen and one supervisor working at one

of the ports, the Y. MH.C.A. report states in part:

For the rest of the day anl on through
the night destroyers arrived with troops, and
no effort was spared to cater for thelir every
need, in fact 1t was felt by Mr. Kluckner and
his staff that care was taken of everyone wishing
to have a smoke, & oup of tea and something to
eat., While first consideration was given to
these troops, care was also taken of the
reception personnel (Navy, Army snd Air Forece),
who, otherwise would have been without food....
In all a total of 350 gallons of tea wore dis-
pensed from one tea ear during that esventful
night.

At one Reception Camp, "the tea ocar belonging to the Canadisn
Y.M.C.A. alone,. served some 2,800 cups of tea".

CB M -
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