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operation *m:t;gl-' . ¥he: Ratd ‘on DIEPPE, 19 Ang 42.

1. - Parlier Peports have dealt with the preliminaries
of the DIEPPFE operation of 19 Aug 42, and with the exe-

““eution of the operation. The present report deals with
eerta’n additional aspects of the operation.

THE PLAN AND ITS RESULYS

8. It 4s of apecial interest %o observe the comments
of senlor officers on the manner in which the plan for

the operation served 1ts purpose, and on the various
weaknesses which appeared in practice. In this connection
attentlon 1s directed to the sectlon of the Combined
Report (C.B.04244) dealing with Lessens Learat (ﬁm.
324-375)., These lessans are presented in s od

form in paras.324-42, and those of them bear most
olosely on the d)u:"iu“' of the Canadlian troops at
DIEPPE may be quoted herar ‘

' 384, The need for overwhelsing fire support,
 dmeluding olose nprrt during the initiasl
'stages of the attack., _.

525, 'The necessity for the formation of
LB permanent naval asssult forces with a ooher- '
‘enee oom ble to that of any firats ¢
A 3ine ' \ln‘mu-l....... : 4

388. The neeessity for flexibility in the

military pun and 1ts executionm.

To nchieve this, the assault must be on the
widest sible front limited only by the
possi ties of control and the amount off
naval and alr support available.

389, The allocation %o the assault of the
ainimun forcee required for success and the

retentlion of the maxlimum force-as & reserve
to exploit success where it is achleved.....

858.  The hnun_uuor rire support in any
' “operation where 1t not been poss

1ble to
rely on t‘!u'.::nmt g“mro. ‘3:’. .g:::.
port mus prov ea
mnl bombardment , wmb:-u-z by special
vessels or eraft working close inshore, and
by using the fire power of ths assm:lting
trwpo while still .“-Wooo?cci '




e

8336, Tanks should not be landed until the
anti-tank defences have been destroyed or
.M-aoo.oo

380. Oron and eontinuous attention must be

paid So seccurity problems.....Only important . .
extracta from Operation Orders should be taken
ashore, These should be kept in manuscript form
and have their official headings removed. '

3387. . Briefing of the troops should tah mu
.. u'. .. p‘..ibi.qo&.o.l

338. VUnless means for the provision of over-
whelming close support are available, assaults
lhouubophmoltodc“&mmrm
of a strongly defended 1 ty rather than

frontally sgainst it., :

339. AfumuMde
mtm is esdential both in the Royal Navy and
‘m sssasas j

S341. The w and mmm
anmoks cannot be over-emphasized

quantitien of smoke must be earried :.n
operation of the aise of the assault on D "o.

 S48. Some form of light or self-propslled

. artillery must be provided onee an assault has

got across the landing place and 1s making
progress inland.

3. ﬁoi:ﬁ:umot:’-ny be “:m to provids an “:rmm 0-;
mentary on operations they summarise operations
experience obtained from 1%, the gaining of whish was one of
its main objects.

4. Beme of the speeial .mxommum should
be noted. General Roberts, in his report on the operation sent
to G.0.0. 1 Cdn ou-n on 27 Aug 48 (file 8-3~5/ from H.Q.
First Cdn u-{ present in the custody of fis Section,
C.M.H.Q.5 tod m .n.ouu. PP. 1428-3) writes in part

as ronnu IR

10. &g_ gmtim

(1) Zks

" 'The employment of tks in a raild of short
duration is not recommended and it is considered
that a bridgehead must be est pﬂ.ﬂ to the dis-
embarkation of tks.

(41) Lansing orats

. Al landing ocraft should have heavier arma-
ment, which should be shislded and so positioned
that n éan support the assaulting tps.
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(114) Support lLanding Craft

e iﬂtndwmm '-
hnvﬂtu-d-nmmnmm

(v) Bomber Support

nu effect on the population of coastal

vz.b-uu as a muﬂlry to-a
accepted. &

‘When & .suitable measure - or nr lml't-n-
liy is attained, Bomber Gomd should: be: prepared

agcurate and heavy bombing on

tu-mu mh as m. and heavily defended '

%0 be the only way of ob
the o«lm heavy arty omum in
land mu".-.-..-_

(vi11) Plextbilisy

Ithmmmunmmtm

of this nature the initial assault should be

made by light forces to feel out the soft spots,
. -m-mmn-nummmx-

. A "

5. huluﬂmmwouﬁml.lomu
acknowledging this report, and making some observations con-
omﬂu nh-nu.(ﬂﬂ). above. He n-atb in part as follows:

ceses] Bm NOE convinced ﬁn ﬁ- tactics you
here indicate are sultable for "all o,mum
... Of this nature”. There are practical limitations,
~.An the way of Sechnipal interservice difficulties
..which are bound to impose a certain degree of
rigidity in the plan of Gombined Operations. It
must also be asoepted thet if our intelligence
. eoncerning the enemy i1s complete, we shall be able
tofrmnnﬂuﬂnﬂnhnﬂmo of the
operation. This situation is unlikely but not

imposaible.

(Copy on rm.-a-a-o/on. from
H.Qi Piret Cdn Army).

8., In comnection with this discussion on the question
Lo of reserves, the Official Historian
‘may perhaps take note of the faet that it is impossidle to
use large reserves to real advan unless the commander
is with full and scourate ormation concerning the
course of opera umntb{dﬂnhp Examination of the
sections of Reports Nos. 101 and 108 th with communic~

ations and information in the warious secters at DIEPPE
may suggest that such information was frequently not
available to the commander in this operation.
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7. After the operation; General Roberts mrro‘
very detailed set of answers to a

drawn up at Combined Operations lh « A copy
of  this dooument iz on file Ops Dlvrn-l.q.
1 Cdn Corpa, now at Overseas lluu-u Orfice, ACTON.
Some of General Roberts' observations in this report
-hnubouud here.

8. na.-n mnade m (’u-u.s) the fast that
thcuuhlorm used in the preliminary naval bombard-
ment "was hardly heavy emough for such strongly built

lnll'. +In answer to a question eoncerning the value

- mor the aoctual .assauls by cannon fighters,
(para.7) observed that it appeared that

in this casme m-wmw-rmummnn

duration” to meet the purposes of the attack. He

o X% As questionable whether Camnon fire in

© .. Atself 1s adequate for an operation of this
nature against fixed defs such as pillboxes,
houses, ete. It is considered that Cannon
fire against open def's would be of great value
and in case of fixed defs the effect would be

v Anereased nuth“uuhm:mun with

BV llnm.

B mmulthHuﬂuM'nm

wrong in u-nlilurornm vy air reid before the
assault took phn » ooaml Roberts wrote (pl.u.l)
.reum: ;
i 1
;m 31.1 qnuu: hu bo:: d.lm*:;u :t.a:gﬂr.
vantages curate bomb are ous.
lln reasons uumi!" BPOT i L iewea

‘ effeot on the m pomhuu.
could only be done in the hours
. of darkness and would there-
. ore be most inaccurate.
{111) (u) would only alarm the
. defs and probably would do more

harm than good.

{iv) inaccurate N‘hq night block the
streets and thus bar the way for
our tks.

(v) fires would also be started which
would bar both tks and inf.

10« = In answer to the question whether the frontal -
attack was jJustified "in view of the fact that we were
‘not taking any steps to pulverise the defences that would
oppose auch an attuk'. omn:l llobu-ta mud {pu-n.e)u

Very mumm ‘Af & frontal attack 1is
3 iutuhd. Defences were stronger than antic-
pated and fallure at blut beach altered the
m. situation. -
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The questionnaire also inguired whether it should be
scocepted as & principle that when conditions permitted,
n ¥ ed |

frontally against 1t"; and went on to ask whether it
“ll'ld'ttdn::.aﬂd.:n et nw'*-b
[ oso oan be
um:&'umm assaulte,

with objeot of fixing the enemy's defence and perhaps
his reserves, should not be exscluded. General Roberts
assented to all three propositions (pare.?).

1. In answer %o the gquestion, "When planning an
operation should it be sccepted ad a prineiple that the
minismum number of troops is allotted to the assault in
order to kee. the maximum number available for exploit
suocess?™, General Roberts again sssented (para.ll); e

to the further question whether inter-communicetion and boat
control diffioculties could be suffisiently mastered "to make

& very flexible plan of this nature a practicai propositien",
he yeplied that this should be possible with Sraining, but
Wag & matter for the Navy to declde. -

18. In reply to & query ap tly ting with

an Americen officer, whether plans were sufficiently
flexible to permit the Force Comsander to exploit "sof't
spota”, General Roberts replied (para.86), "Flans were

not flexible. ALl but one bn were iputs in in the initial
asssult”. To a further question froam the same source, "Is

& forsed landing practicable on defended bsaches without
the advantage of surprise or great superiority in fire
support?™, General Roberts replied (para.27), "No, must
have ise or great superdority of fire, preferably supr-
prise with fire sp avallable Af required”.

15. . The questionnaire deals also with & great number
of more technical questions which need not be noted here.

-THE QUESTION OF BECURITY

4. A matter of very special interest is that of the
success of the security arrangements made previous to
the operation. As has been pointed out in Part I, the
tion was mounted in July end was abandoned after
1 personnel had been fully briefed in the plans. It
was subsequently ree-mounted in August. The possibility
of the en knowing that we had proposed to operate
inst DIF at an earlier time was thus not incon~
s $ although the final arrangements made {(involv-
ing no pre concentration of the force) were cer
such as t0 make 1% diAfficult for him to obtain information
of its revival.

15. After the operation, there was much talk of leakage,
and undoubtedly the troops who took part in the operation,




An Intelligence Report on the raid prepared by the General
Staff at H,Q. Pirst ¢dn and dated 22 Sep 42 l.op{ on
First Cdn Army flle 56-1-1/Int, at present in us

of Historioal Officer, C.H.H.q.) makes the followlng comment
upon this passage: - - _

. The tps are ovidently convinced of
this: faet and appear to have sold the censor
on the idea that the enemy had been fore-

- warned of the raid. s ¥ b

7. This Intelligence Report remarks, "There is no doubt
that there was & certain amount of careless talk and conse-
quent 1 of information due to indiscretions on the
part of ni personnel". Nevertheless, the report
concludes, "It is practically certain, however, that no
leakage of information reached the enemy". The following
facts presented in support of this contention are quoted
verbatia from the report:

(1) The captured Guard Report Book of 813

up.

19 Aug 42. The was actuaslly given
at 0400 hre, in all probability due to
the unfortunate encounter of No 3 Commando
with the enemy coastal patrol.

(44) At 0130 hrs 19 Aug 42 personnel nnnt:

. to the bty posn from patreol undressed
went to p despite the faect that they
were in a period of alert during which they
were supposed to sleep fully dressed.

(211) At the CASING ttio alars was ‘only given at
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Mmhro 19‘“ 48. 3 s oniS

ﬂv)murnuooumnm Aug
Mthai-dhtowmw&!_

! m,um. l(.o_nl_thnml. "
(v) No reinforcements had been sent to DINPPE.
Vhat déid arrive Just before the raid was
'lmlrtﬂtoraﬂllnfMYOrth.‘Iﬁnt

poutbh category.

{vi) The fuet that defence posns had N«nt_l:
been strengthened and increased was not
conf'ined to DIEPPR. Defence posns along

" the whole cunthﬁnbuninmu-ét

reorgsnization since May.

18, One further significant plece of emmmtm
evidence indicating that the enemy waa not s mtauy
meatimuthhtmup is the

- adduced, as already noted, in the report of the Alr
rano Comsander (Report No. 108, paradss), that the
German bomber effort did not get under way until five
hours after the commencement of thn owa fon. This would
appear to be & most Lmportant po for 4t is inoredible
that ummullmmo!m inmudnltutho
would not have had his bomber force in readiness to go
into amstion asn!.mt our -h:l.pn 4% the very outset.

19. Although reports were current of statements
Prench civilians or German soldiers to the effect tha
the raid had been expected, investigation has not produced
any actual concrete evidensce that the enemy knew of our
intention to operate against DIEPPE on 19 Aug. An example
of these reports is tha statement of Major C.E. Page (Report
No. 107, Appx "B") that the Germans that they had
mtrmmm gun battalions into the town, and

had been awalting our abttack for four days.
hy n r s are found in letters writtem by Can-
adian soldiers (see report on mall examined at LIVERPOOL
in 2 Cdn Div rile 2 DS(G)1-1=83-1). A=z already seen, such
reports were not ha-m out by the interrogation of prisoners.

20. One somewhat amusing ineident may be noted. At

this period the British press was mryh; a series of

advertisements for a product called "Sylvan Flakes", the

argunent used being that mn_rmnmmbonm

ient for washing irreplaceable garments of uutm

onua a.rmmwwomr:u W
one of these advertisement

!'Nnnt- "« It was i1llustrated by a out showing = lady

wearing garment named and pruning a tree. The matter

was subsequently investigated, and one offlecer argued

that the branches of the tree in the cut "fitted ssccurately

on the 1:1,000,000 scale Dieppe map". A careful check b{ r

WeI. 5, War Office, however, left them "convinced that 1t ), **

is nothing more than a coincidence". (Documents on file (' .-

58-2-0/IN7, from H.Q., Pirst Cdn .) 'The "Sylvan Flakes"

advertisements are still appearing, but with somewhat less

specialized geographical references.
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A careful ingquiry into the security aspects of

the raild was made lLbiﬂdw H.l. Allen, D.D.M.I.(8),
at the est of the Joint ;I'.nhu Sub-Committee.

| _ printed for the W abinet under date
l Dec 42 (ugz:; on file m-o/m from H.Q., Pirst

. report quotes the First Cdn Army Intell-

i in the question of whether or
not the enemy was aware of owr plans it does not express
a direct opini but it quotes the Cansdian conclusions
{above, para. 17) and the very similar ones reaches in .a
subsequent Security Report prepared by Combined Operations
Wm. and shows no disposition to take issus with

22. . The facts, then, would appesr to be as follows.
Our own and our # had

M-wmammmmo conditions are favour-
nbh to ralding operations; and such favourable conditions,
at. tho time of the operation, resulted in the
ing more than usually on the alert on the night
lug. Mn this point a furthar passage from the
mm.um. Report already cited may be guoted:

From prisoners' statements Shnro Appear
to be three states of readiness on the Frenoch
A8ty ROASS S~

(4) . Normal state of preparedness.

(11) Highest state of roadiness when all
personnel sleep fully clothed at
or near their posts.

(134) Extrome state of readiness when all
‘ osts are fully manned and weapons
. L3 oaded ete. '

The highest atate of readiness (il above)
is adopted during all pericds when tidal and
lunar conditions are particularly favourable

. for raids, Two such periods had been ordered
: Mayi~ the first from the end of Jun to

. 85 Jul; the second (mchnmid-dllth the
rald) 1 Aug to night 19/80 Aug.

83. ' ‘The successful operation of the 's defensive
ts at many points would appear to have been due,
not to his having been warned, but to the general effie-
4ency of those arrangements themselves, The 's
:r--rnrmmmm:mmum carried
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R4. . The information cﬁurnl.ng enemy forces in the
DIEPPE area given in the Detailed WHilitary Flan for the
qn;nuu under date 10 Aug 48 (Appx "A") runs in part
as’ followss ) Lo 1

"/ The DIRPPE area is held by the 110

Inf Div, a first line division eriginally

reorulited from the OLDENSURC distriet of

GERMANY. It has recently seen service on

the Russian front and has been sent to PRANCE

$0 rest and refit, where it relieved the 508

Inf Div. whilst the division may not be up to
- Tull strength, 1t has & good fighting record.

880 o nu"m of the intelligence provided proved
insscurate. The Inbtelli Report prepared at H.Q.
'mchm(nup ) comments as follows:

1.(a) The presense of. 110 Div, which prior

to the raild was reported to be holding the

DIEFPPE sector, was not confirmed; none of

the PW captured had any knowledge that 110 Div

had ever been present in this area. It may be

assumed, therefore, that 302 Div had never
withdrawn from the DIEPPE seoctor.

(b) | !'d_rlor the PW uptmd' were ldentified
Div, a
& lower scale of equi ent than the normal inf
div; - the tpt belng e entirely horse-drawn.

<86 The report l_ut:s thi:o:h;-‘ndor of battle of the
' infantry regiments of v, from west to east
appeared to be as followsy ' d ,
' ‘ I.R.578 ~ area unknown. .
I.,R.B71 - DIEPPI - POURVILLE area
I.R.570 = BU area.

;“l‘mll .:‘hnl _.utuu’::' gn’ﬂ;mn “dadicate that .:OI
‘Div was er command of ) § forming part
15 l.r:. LXXXI Gorps was .—nm:’u is belleved, by
note

:

General Kuntze, and the report comments, "It is of interest

that o0 ?m{.:m. bolq': :oftho uuﬂ Corps,

or strong A ef and also high

: * in A Tk def measures, which undoubtedly
existed in the DIEPPE sector®,

7. . lh'i‘luuu-n of mil Inteliigence Report on the
rml condition of the Oersman units should be guoted

£
E
Se
3
SE[

8 TRAINTNG
3 LT It is evident from.PWs statements and entries
* ' in disries that a large proportion of the stremgth
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of the inf units was mude up of recruits,
some of whom had only 4 weeks training
before joining thelir unit in the fé. A
further n;:of::.:u low standard of
training ev from the entry dn a
diary, which discloses that a "recrult offr"
had been appointed to take charge of the

o vSraining of recruits. A part of the daily

- L opregramme was devoted to such elementary

‘vrlessons as’ "Recognition of Badges of Rank."

')_. » o i

oo vee ~The majority of Anf Mis wers of Polish
¢ birth, end born in the Serritory which for
the time being has been huzmtod into
~~%he Greater Reich. 1In one 'sec Poles
made up almost 50X of the strength, but the
.| average distribution was two Poles to eight
' Germans. Those Poles were mostly of poor
physique, some of whom before the ocutbreak
-of this wer had been rejcoted for service in

4 STRENOTH
Inf units were well up %o strength, in
the case of one pl even over ent,

:ﬁ»wt dealing with

l& o '!ho seetions of .i'hof mnuﬂ-n
Enemy Defences and Weapons should also be gquoted in part:

(ontdrs The area of DIEPPE was held by IR 671,
with two bns fwd and one in res, to a depth
of about 7 miles. In general, the defences
were sited in an - role &8 opposed

to sn anti-invasion role, and the grester
part @ power was concentrated
to cover the suu.nh_\ landing beaches.

The II Ba, holding the town itself, west
of the river, ucn:::upoudmuoo
yds deep, and the ward defences were sited
%0 deal only with an attack from the rear by
para-tps or land forces. e

o Detalls of located enemy weapons on the
main beaches are shown in sketoh att es Appx
Ay-and £t willl be noted how completely the
. beach ia covered by ilade fire from the
i West headland, Detalls of defences sited in
| o w0, the East headland are not available, but the
.- enemy was able to cover not only the sesa
approaches to the harbour and ‘main beaches,
mmommmmtwmntnmu
1lade. P L 3

i sscssesPrisoners of War seemed to think
- _ that the defences on the front were mainly
| intended as a dec to draw the fire of the
5= landing parties le the main defence was to




oone Trom the ordss-ire from the head~

lands .. i

o T8 4s of particular interest that 4in

- both East and West headlands some weapons
were sited in artifiocisl caves. On the

east headland it is reported that some of
these weapons came out to fire and were then
pulled back into the caves. Fire from posns
‘suoh as these 1s extremely difficult to locate,

:
|
|

that their existence
have been estabiished prior to
‘photogrephs. (1)

s’
t
:
:
'

. Sargets were that mortar

- fire was o ul from OPs.
1 ede o4 e NOEPONS #ing the main beaches
inoluded & very hy pr ' of A Tk guns.

The report notes that priscners estimate that on the front

Company, I.R on WHITE BEAON, )} wore at least four
3.7-em (1.46«inch) A.Tk guns and one 4.7-cm (1.85~inch)
29. In the matter of reserves, the report notes that

No. § Codpany of I.H.S571 appears to have been in lmmediate
local seserve, in huts at the Junotion of the main roads
DIEPPE = ROUEN and DIEPPE - LN HAVRE (4.e., at B23874).
This company, while not identifled;, was probabdbly e

in the later stages. "“III Bn was held in reglmen res
at ANBRUMESNIL" (1661, south-weat of OFFRANVILLE).

30. With respect to the employment of reserves, the
Inte : notes, "Tae R reports up to the Sime




- B9 To uu-u ‘the mw lossea l.l u m dl.l'tuult
. and indeed impoasible task. Oeneral Roberts, in his
answers t%0 the questionnaire already referred to, whioh
m:od an ;::sﬁto of casualties inflicted on:the eneny,
un o))

)i mz--unmnutmu
m. The 6 Cdn Inf Bde, nﬂuﬂumum
foon a Pl basis, estimate at loast 500 S0 600
easuslties to the enemy on thelr froat. ﬁ-n‘
hafum.mt&-mumm
larger but there is no evidense %0 base any -
rwwmtaum.

S4. . The Gombined Report (C.B3.04244) mmm
attempt at estimating loases, but is content %o say
"His total losses in » wounded, and missing were
perhaps 500" (pars. ).‘mm.emm.mm

' Sted suffering 691 -

per
that the troopa t think but to do what
thoyhnuhunbuhlm is when M

with & military muumu and
Mmuuhtth-hhnhd‘wwhm " ~ A E

A report hi (British) Priscner of War Interrogation smun. 27
Aug 42 (eopy in H.Q. Pirst Cdn Army file 8-5-1/0Ops, vol. 8) suggests

t the stubborn resist t be accounted for b
gtlm 3: No.3 leuhw. ovi.dontly m upu'!lnnr t, which
apparently manned the anti-tank defences on and WHITE Beaches.




but
”m Germans' statemant of their omn
“ma _The Oerman High Comsand Official
m following passager :
TRV centrary to all allegations of the
| enemy propagsnds, the Oerman losses are

-4

Zhe Army - 115 dead, 187 wounded, 14 missing.
Ihe Navy - 78 desd and missing, 156 wounded.

i T"'I s _ A | oy
arSidiary ool afr ST s L R0S Gend it
~ missing, B8 wounded.

'l .&!O'Efu‘lw' therefore, the German .
" losses amounted to SO WO s s asann (8)

. Q’l-pwt.? m') telligence

ik o “sneny statements obviously ahould not be
“Saken oo seriocusly. The report of No. 4 Commando was %o
the effect that the entire garrison of thl battery at

"

_ ; . ummm_m-mmwwcq

of the 8.8ask.R.) and & certain number in the Casino ares,

~&nd there were certainly casuslties in other sectors also,
it seems slear that the German figures have been very
materially reduced for publication. Thers can be no doubt,
however, t ﬂu‘m'- losses were much less than our own.

) not proposed to mxnnzmushm
the operation, alt its importance is
' : mafﬁ'awld'
7

the
Alr i  Bee ol Report No. 101, paras 7 and
80, 33#.-- n.:m. jm'.pﬁ-u, 256-2508, The

(8)_ There is a discrepancy here, which no source available at C.M.H.Q.
can elarify: the figures as given add up %o a total 691, not 501.
It is possible that the figures of naval wounded should be 38,

not 135,




from English serodromes.) !unrhr 4

~ She personal acoounts written by Canadian soldiers
m the ‘operation pay tribute to she suppors received
' the Alr Force is ratuer | and ia in con-
trast with some earlier operations 8 War,

89, Of all the results of the DIEFPE operation, the

oné perhaps least open to any form of doubt is the clear~

out vietory obtained by ouwr Alr 8 over DIEPPE, which

resulted in the destruction of a. proportion of all

ihn_q.g'u first-line airoraft in WesSern Burope. Mr.

;.mmn:: comsent in Parlisment upen this aspect may
reca 3

bt
b
3
;

This rald, apart from the information
and reconnaissance value, | t about an
extremely satisfactory air battle in the
west, which the Pighter Command wished they
could repeat every week. ki3

40. The communique 1ssued by Gombined Mttlm Head-
quarters after the raid ( - LONDON, 21 Aug 42)
gives the following aec alr operations:

. Tihoroughout the landing extensive air
eaver for bokth ships and landing forces was
provided by aireraft from all Operational

et ll-lhu the lll'zn'i i objnt:u"_.a_tﬁ:ho
. operations was to give suppeors t ’
::Lh‘ and Gcover %o forges dur the
land ,and %o the naval » there,
in Pact, developed one of the greatess air
aﬂuotmm. Although this air battle
d not been planned as one of the objectives
of the operation, the Germans were ed to
call up aireraft reinforcements. from sll parts
of Ossupled France, Holland and Belgium. Many
of these snemy alrcraft werse before
they ever reached the area of operations,
formations being broken up and dispersed
partisularly over the mouth of the Somme.

Wi Dur the engagement 91 German sireraft
: _ _ 13? known to have bean destroyed and
den : 4-!“. in . . eperations
norm_:'mm were lost mm of
30 'of thess are saved.




aspect, 1s n mwhc.nou« (A 29py 1s en File
asen

“.‘ / hoMnorhtunortlulqu

the operation (C.B.04244, para. 1008) msmu that

tﬁdﬂmm-ﬂ ed. These ine
equipped with Snl.iﬂ.nl of var

- _;quw-tmw.m
_ s

£ 3
E

s
it

Ihgshr::t; gnu ot iao;u:o 84 Ap:rl.unt
‘ﬂﬂﬂu bombers esc made "a
successful pre-arranged attac m ﬂu& I:r”
asrodrome at ABBEVILLE-DRUUAT at hrs (nwt of the
Alr Force Commander, para.P92, C.B, ).  This attack,
4% 1» explained, was timed "to coine with the main with-
r—;nﬁ:w-nm:&-:mmnm
erence ted from q\-&omnln;
ABBEVILLE area" (ibid., par #ﬁ
el considerable number of -quurm of Jh nqnl
Canadian Alr Prrce were engaged in t-hh ation,
 indicated in C.5.042¢4 (para.91l), the list is as rd.bn

‘Pighter 8 Nos. 401, 402,
408, ug 412, 416. o

Army Co-operation Squadrons, Nos, 400, 414,

46. ° It is of speclal interest that this was the first
umi.en on which the two Army Co-gperation dquedrens, which
up o0 this perisd had been u.maauqnwuumOm-
adian Army Overseas, had an opportunity of practising in
action their proper role of oo-:rranon with troops. Al-
I Peiane sttt L0 A S b S e
om o . s dike ormations
with whieh 1t was des %0 work, a very leng peried of
walting before it went into dction in its proper role.

two Typhoon squadrons are not included in the Order of Battle

given in the copy of the report in 2 Cdn Div file 208(@) 1-1-23-3,
but have been added fn the version published in C.B. 04244,
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4. e two R.C Co- lu.n By,
forming % 155 an Asro-
‘drome along with 26 .l.t. 411 four
squadrons qoﬂ m or done by

A m’auo'ﬁ-nmm. Rousn, Yvetot and
Le Havre, plates from which ﬂl.lfbc—u
might be c:.pnm. every hour. -

o :mu uo:.aré.m OGutwiok, ﬂ.-:.'
o Dieppe area v Head rou
made contast with the cui:ﬁ. and th-‘
proceeded on thelr allotted tasks. On com-
pletion of each sortie Tactisal Heconnaissance

ot

information they had. '
immediately to ﬂhm nll llnlr !n-
formation by telephone to q Alr
Commander.
" The Alr Porse Commsnder mentions that "The ‘enly movement

worthy of note" orted was that of the few tanks
mguu»m para. 30).

- 48, ‘Tt has already been observed that N R falled
u throw 1ight on the uncertain situatlon at BLUE BEACH;

and 1% 1» also that the moyement of Y
reserves in ‘area southewest of m not
reported. The results obtained rrom the g and
hasardous work of the Mustang pilots were thus scarcely
proportioned to their losses, which were heavy. The
statement of tasks, sorties and losses ed to the
report of the Commanding Officer of 35'W (eopy on file
Ops 3-3-1-8 Diy from H.Q, 1 Cdn Corps, now at Overseas
Records Office) 18 Preprodused hu-u :

Sguadron No. _ 259 88 4_49 414 _ Total.

Tasks 8 9 12 9 58

- Sorties ' M 18 24 18 78 .

Pilots not returned. 3 b 1 1 | g
Pilots returned by 1

i L
20 Aug. i

‘Ilvmbonoudthnuu noomum-m. while
sarrying out more sorties than the others, were rmu
in having Omi.dmuy smaller losses. -y
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~RiG.A. WaadeT, snd 414 S4n o7 ;::'&.:t.,"r g Smmnter

‘80, Certain of the conclusions reached ur
“Poroe Commander after is of the resulta of the op-
muuw.rm-:«-» partiocular, he emphasises
rmorummmunm ru'-é:-toiuu::::
In his Covering Letter he wﬂn. in pars, e ﬁum:

8. - our attacks foom tha sea. were wade
supporting '

Bvery _
theref “wmumh- ‘guppors
_mlmmmmlﬂt ulnlt.

4 mmmwmunr

Hnb! p-u M‘tﬁ.
cﬂ'uun. !s m nu and Elen-
‘heims dre ‘100 1b. " smoko

m frou o wt“ veess

‘8. lﬂuctmoh uhﬁ itions
were not as muun as hig{.!:

8. It was intended to Bombers
| | o
" Dieppe h::'m were located. Insistent

7 against enemy gun positions. BSombers

- proved to be quite !Mtuuntwlhu
task slthough in the oircumstances 1% was
mmunummymuunt....

mmnmp-n remarks subsequently, "I ecould
mu ouu.y have dons wi mm ﬂng-- of -l;.

8l. On the Mrnumu d’ m attacks on battery
rolnm. the firsthand evidence of Capt. 0.A. Browne
« 101, nluummu&ﬁ.om
mdu‘ mnurm-w

ﬂll PUBLIC IRIA!'!M “M!

8. Alhuumtcl‘m but one not un~

deserving of novios, is that of S Peets Beretion. e s
Canadian point of view, the "publlioity" following the
operation uppurod in somo respects unfortunate and there
was tomment among Canadian officers and soldiers
upen the in which the early nm represented the
operation. -
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55. The effect of Mr. Williams' first
which may, doubbtless without his i.nt-nﬂumh
have been understood some editors as an
of an offloial desire twm’m

8. 'h- mﬂn pun h was M m
the mﬁlﬂq was anlnud b{.hjw (now Lt.-Col.) © :ll
Wallace, Public Relations Officer at H.Q. First Cdn Ammy.
Three Cansdlan newspaper correspondents wers resent:
Nessrs. Pred Opriffin, Ross Wunro and Wallace Reybura.

Nr. dunro witnessed the landing of' pars of the second
wave on BLUT BEACH and subsequently landed for a fow
moments on the maln on. Nr. bwrn landed with the
South Saskatohewan Re and witnessed the events in
POURVILLE; - he wis » 1y wounded micceeded in re-
wrn.l.nt to land. One Cansdian asber (Wr. R.
Bowman) was also pregsent, and one Canadian ographic
officer, Lisut. ¥. Royal of the muummm.
C.M.H.Q. The latter was on .&o.!.n. did net “toush
downj mmmoudln aining & number of dramatic
piotures. Unly one' offivial pl-upnm m-a N
British sergeunt who did not return. _

7. ‘Three books have besn wrlttu: omm ﬂw *’h"
ﬁ- qu" "Rogimen & e'ir eqnh"hﬂa.' ’
mu&aam-mw:&:& Ne

e, n-u s sines bean Iun;: in I*nx‘ et
g e S LA 1n W T s,
e e
B, W*#ﬁ:m% 5ot & md'-'c
he press party but as sn official “spegtator® osure

lo. to Waval Foree Commander's Mamo. l’l‘ 0081/ -r
8 Aug 43). .

88. Wmm.umtctum is
-mun-c in s Mtuh official pamphlet entitled

Lo '.: 8. This Is theé work of Wir« H.A. ge
tmnnm.munu--u

.mmmmaron.m the text of which Wes -

mpml the same wuthor., Historicel Section, C.N.]
no op of cament on the text of

ntil it in proof; but

IEPPE was hutn: surveyed and a

ertain number errections ested and
;.Imm.:‘p:.,u.zmm"mu.?..‘;..&
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ESCAPES OF PRISONERS OF WAR, .
A certain mmber of the Canadian efficers snd other
¢ captured at have succeeded in escap
3:’1 'I."'O.ﬂuwod_‘ 'Mthoﬁ“
B -other ranks the Fusiliers Hont~Royal

. of ’
who Prench -pnuns , had better opportunitics than
l'h::’:. e80R DY le 'uau in France, whence the

g
g

prisoners were soon moved to Germany. There have been
no escapes from Germany. The full of those who have

made their way baok to thls oountry followss:

.. Capt. O.A. m.' Rl ol :
Capt. John Runcle, Camerons of C.
out. AJA. Hasaon, Fus.i.R.

. g.ﬁ P.S.M. (W,0.1IX) Dumais, L.A., Pus.i.R.
_ . Phe. 0.‘01!. Gisp Fus.M.Ra -

© . D.6RO7Y Pte. Lafleur, C., Pus.M.R.
& n-“m Pte. Vanler, R., Pus.M.R.

i

and prob
:‘ﬂl:“ma o

. .
by the snemy and w :
and following | the 1 of Prance
< e, s S g B & o bis an 7 D
O ey RoRLOU o e FREARLS” et S0 & pariions”
uaz':' ee on the snow-covered mounfains in the €
win  got_into the independent of A 4n
0‘&.'@ 1;.~'"lﬁﬂmmll-t. he wWas re-
gt ",;’.ﬁ.ﬁ..".. offeoking e 3.”.-" 1% shmtia
be noted that while in custody in Prance Capt. Hrowns wrote
and despatched to England through the agency of the United
States Consul at LYON the remarkably detalled report of his
et e I et s S vhn, tavve O e e

. narretive of ore

included i'n'nqnn No. m.ud 80 heavily. Capt; Browne
was Subsequently awarded the D.8.0., & decoration rarely

'::p:: ¢t """'.'::n"é-mrm art of this
:u-u-{ Army Overseas Routine ou:ﬂ‘, ;sm-a).
61. The esoepe of Capt. Runcle alse constitutes &
remarkable e 8. This officer, by feigning illness,
mooo‘cd"iu ving himself u-ﬁ-’ém’-«'m & prisoner of

war camp at VERENEUIL to a hospital in PARIS. Here he made

left PARIS for the soush and made his way to the Spanish




frontier near ST,.JEAN DE LUZ. This journey was made
Wth and ¢ Iu-ollinnlu jeks. Capt.

u"ﬁ‘“&“‘mo ' a8 'a Basque Dwu;;u
home. 'He got two lifts on Ger=an army lorries, the z‘ma
of which ascepted his story. In the cese of Fremch drivers
h’; :.umw: g:mm.'uz:thw:u cane w:
m-:-.cmm 'uo:;‘h‘om‘m::owd..::'m
point, between BORDEA BAYOMNE apt. Puncile no
water for days, He erossed hm.{ral:n{n
safety on mdmm'ut-nn_u_,_, ]
At SAN SEBASTIAN. After being taken &0 MADRID and making
& report 0 the British Embasay ¢ he was brought back
to the Unite by way of G AR. He was subse~
quently awarded M.C. (Otmm n.0. 510‘. 8 Feb 43).
e, . Masson was also _ o for hia
succ es! escape (Overseas !;pﬂ 15 ar o PB.N.
Dumais Ptos. and ore i

m: Lafleur
the M.N. (Dverseas R.0, 2960, 31 Des 4€2).

€5, ' th addition to the inforsation t-ornh; to the
encapes of the officers and other ranks mentioned above
contained in Re 'ts Noa, 89 and 90 —ngdmannhung
to m mattor will be found on C.N.H. ils 4/P.0. W, /1,

64. - I¥ is worth noting that there 1s evidence mt i
addition %o the msm; Just mentioned, certain

_ | on temporarily from the pro either

, " them or taken over by them
authordi 1% the time of the occcupation
mm sone in Pranse. This information Cu-l.m run
coploes of letters from prisonsrs of war munh at the
Overssus Records Office. Two examples _be given, but a
more o-phu exsmination of the very nass of prisoners'
httu nﬁ. might yield additional m .lpqnu.
l.hq’ R. a. touo’ writes to lil-l

as a» 42, in part as o [ S < Tallen

' -

, ul’&u
llluupodlh lflrlldﬂo
23 days and taken agaln Md‘ e
I lived on apples r»wtm 1-;-1&;0

‘.m‘. m. .J.' R““ ’.".. lﬂ ‘ 1“‘" “
14 Nov 42, c-muinmn. uupuuhbughlla
42 from a traln taking priscners towards
Unosocupled Prence, but was interned. .ilﬁ
etter was written from a fort at NIOE. _ e

THE QURSTION OF THR smm
~ TOFP PRISONERS OF WAR v, 459

ll. . mmh unpleasant aftermath of mnnm

A
operation has been the fact that, chiefly nnn-nbx: as
m'nms«mnmmnwm pars of a copy
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of the Detalled llll Plan centalining instrue
for the , Britieh and %ﬂs
up to u ut M.{N um m
gr*tuﬁ 1def H-n m beén succes

o8 sumarise the main points m huﬁt
@M l-tuqun the p’:nnn -’
“ 24

-._'.iii" o £
g _lllrh:,ﬂb) ciﬂ'f."‘ , ‘q&

Nasid - adgin :'*" bt Ihnﬂnr possible, M' e
FOUE ST Ynands will uuq‘tomﬁmul[l'#“
v of thelr documents

.- Wy hnmmmmwumm‘g -
ance w ralding technique

m*" Comsand. An earlier example Sa?oﬂ‘h.
Operation Order lssued by Lord Lovat for Operaticn ™
(uo.mun..u). M uummmum

momzhmr.oam
*hm* arms or wrists thn.il ‘h-l
n.ph & toggle rope beforse m&ul. ak H.Q.

anun Order go by 4 Commando for ﬁ.
iary «H. 2 Cdn
f':.‘ﬁ ?onvﬁ wﬁaflg.n- unn )tk e

b "‘“'.' P peadenars will be securely tied By |
mh thumbs with fish-1ine in the best .np-
' Sneme tradition,.....v

'!t ﬁ ing %o lpnuhu mt use ih Germans

have the text of had the mﬁw
unuuMorthcnoi i th

68. There is no mhsm;uruum-r
wmm:‘m:lnthltmottmb cmua:n.
nﬁp

l{t n:mto sbwimmtmur
at the and although imrwhrmuuthh

matter in the personal reports of individuals, one n}uﬂ
‘ -"L.x. '.m m. m‘“. "' ' *

- ‘-hlﬂ_un prisoners in the Casino,

'm uu-ﬁn orders we tiled thalr thumbs lboll-
::ii ?smmtummuwm:mu;

69. The of the controversy with the German Govern-
ment since must now be traded. The that
follow, except where otherwise stated, are upon the
Cumu .on_this subject in C,M.H.Q, rno “/Mlm/l.

70." On'2 uuhmnqtuummoof Luu
of tbo ﬁ’nﬂ Plan evidently ineluding
Intelligence Plan m German Government threatened to
place in chains til. prisoners taken at DIEPFE. The War

Office announced in consequence that if an order for




. poss
desirability of moving the mmt of the :
.-l.-h a statemsnt on the situation in which the British

and Canadian Governments should declare thelr intention of
all German prisoners on a ifled date, as
ovthnn their determination to the Geneva Con-
vention. . B B 1 ¥
74, On 10 Dec 42, following the despateh the Swiss

Governnent of identical comsunications to the

suggesting such astion, the British and Canadian Governments
announced that (erman prisoners in their hands would be un-
shackied on 18 Dec 42. This was duly donej; but no
action by the Germans followed. momoum.u
appeared, was atlill demanding “"effective .plllt

5. On “ J'n 45 the c.n.n.. Canada, informed the
0.0.0.-311-0 l‘hl.t Cdn u-;.w m an

t, the mili members
of cmu h-l unanimously subseribed to the "that

hnmwhﬁnumm”thm the
field". In reply to a request for his omu. the
a.o.c.-ln-d. m I.n un- poliey.

76.. On 87 Jan 43, the Canadian suthorities hth-
United Kingdom recolved the text
ummmm.moramnu-
eral Btaff, War Office, upon which the note was based.
This memorandum was [

it
3
:
:
g
By
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operational necessity might samsetimes dictate the tying
of prisoners: .the Gemeve Comvention, 1t was ‘out,
"humsne” treatment, and tying a pr or is

The C.0.8. (who had now arrived in the United

- ) and the 6.,0.0.~in~C., First Cdn Army

the War Office view, and this scceptance was notified to
B.D.H.Q. On 88 Jan 43 the Mnister of National Defence
requested by cable a olarification of the situation,
asking specirically whether the C.0.5. and G.0.C.~in~C.
od ? in
what reservations they conaidered should be
interests of operational necessity. Om 30

« dnformed the Ninister in reply that
elear to him that the success of certain
that prisoners should be
MoNaughton and himself considered that
not agree to an undertaking not to shackle
- #hese views were based on the arguments

ce memorandum sbove referred to. :

b 43 the H Commissioner despatched %o
Army Council Instruction relating %o
treatment of prisoners on capture. This A.C.I, prescribed
treatment on humane principles as provided in the Genava
Convention and in F.S8.R., 1930, Vol.I, Sees 126-Y. While
ing the view that priseners might be tied on the
battlefield, it laild down the principle that such msasures
would be sdopted only in csse of operationsl necessity.
. It added "no opder providing for the general tying of
prisoners will be i1ssued".

79. = %he draft A.C.I, was accompanied by a draft of
a Seorat letter to Army Commanders. This letter referred
to two orders relating to the capture of prisoners ;
which had been made the subject of complaint by the
Oermans, One of these was issued by 4 Armd Bde in the
uiddle Bast: the other was that issued by the Military
for the DIEPPE eoperation. Both these
orders were stated to be "objectionable". It was stated
that while local operational nocessity might sometimes
dictate the tying of prisoners, this s be limited to
the duration of the perilod of necessaity, and no order
inconsistent with the proposed A.%:;-'.Ml be l1ssued.

:
§
:
:
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the determination of H.M.Oovernments to ablde by the
Geneva Convention, and stating that those Governments
considered a gombatant entitled to its protection from

the moment of ocapture. This communication was to be

made through the Swiss Government, and it was to be
suggested that in communicating 1t to the Germans the Swiss
should remark that it was assumed that in view of 1ts text
the German High Command- would issue orders for the un-
lh-lnm or lr!.thh pr!.unu-l of war,

81. On 9 Feb 48 the'V,0.G.S, and A.G. at n.n.n.q.
cabled to the C.G.S, some comments on details of the pro-
posed A.C.I., and letter. The letter, it turned out, had

i been despatohed, but the wording of the A.d I.
was altered to meet one of the Canadian suggestions.

82, ° 'The proposed A.C.I, was duly ‘issued as No. 266,
dated 20 Feb 45, A Canadlian Army Routine Order following
the same lines but with different wording was prepared,
and C.M,H.Q., was Informed that until this was avallable,
A.C.TI, 2866 should not be published as a Canadlan Army
Overséas Routine Order, As the result of an unfortundte
-8lip at O.M.H.Q.; 'the A.0C.I., with only minor alterations
to make it uppu:&bh to Canadian ¢ tions, was in fact
" 'published as Overseas R.0. 3323 (10 Apr 43). MNeasures
were subsequently taken to cancel this order and to
_muaumem of the order mpu-odincmuu '
‘Overseas’ R.0, 5564.(19 Apr 43). As a result of represent-
etions from o.l.m.q. para.l0 of this order ('m eneral
bind of ‘prisoners of war is- strictly forbidden") was
added to the Canadian draft, in order %o maintaln \mﬂ'onhy
with' tho uum m-u. J

83. “Phe measures thus taken ruu.ltod L
in no amelioration of the condition of Ca itish
pﬂuucn of war in Germany. The German eanrmmt.
Anformed tm-gh Switserland of the setion m‘m-od

uto‘ strongly to the reservation -ulq and rtpnod that

t could enly Jude that the British and Cenadian Govern-

ments were "still adopting an attitude which is incompatible
‘with terms of the Geneva Prisoners of War Convention, and

with the most b:linnu:ry rule of humane and soldierly conduct

of ‘war® '(Cipher telegram No., 1283 from BERNE to Foreign Office,
17 War 48). was evident that the Germans were determined

ir poulblo to force the Allied Covernments into an unconditional
order against shackling. At the time of writing, the prisoners
teken at DIFPPE are believed to be still shackled.

84. Some information on the actual manner in which the
German orders were carried out may be gleaned from letters
of prisoners of war avallable in the Overseams Records Office.
Thus B.36650, Sgb. Harding, J.M,, R.H.L.I., writes on 15
~ 0ct 42, "We are being tile up war: day since the Bth of
' Detober". TLieut. !I.A.l'. Currie, S.Sask.R., writes as follows
on 11 Oet uz - :

. Have Just arrived back in the
u-lrt-r having been iIn an old store




" states that, as indicated above

-'.-

-

room of the local castle, with the
Dieppe lads. We had our wriats bound
with o &8 & form of peprieal, . ' .
having accused of tying up our

. prisoners in the Dieppe raid. We - -
arrived baeck here last night and rcmdc
some lads segregated and hand-cuffed
.0 we J,o.‘lnﬂl M-vc'loio -J'

8s5. Capt. W.L. MeGregor desoribes a -onuhat hnr phase
of the matter in a letter dated @ Dec 42:

l‘m:hul our 2nd month in rottu-l
 yesterday, but resigned to having them
mtmmuaormmnmm
short of that will come as a pleasant
, surprise. We wear them from 8 am to -
vt Bt 9 pm only disadvantage being we're out
_ ql'!'tmrutotn.p-a ~of ude -

88, Purther dotd.l- were glnn by tho officers and men

.npttrhtod from Germany in Oec 43. Il or G,E. Page

: 0 on account of his poor he “th K Qhuklod)
st uuplo

days offiéer prisoners were v!.th ropes. Thereafter
for a time ordinary handcuffs were usedj these were then
replaced by chains with padloocks, and these in tura by hand-
cuffs with chains perhaps 18 inches leng. Although at the time
when Major Page left ﬂornny the prisoners werve still offic-
' 1ally shaokl the matter had bedome. hr;“z "a farce"; the
handeuffs were ultr!.butod by the Germans left for the
prisonsrs themselves to put on; . moreover, the locks were
easily picked. The consequence was that {ho handcuffs were
worn, in practice, only twice a day, on "chesk-parades"; and
- 48 long as thé prisoners observed the convention at these
times the Germans made no further difficulty in the matter.
.'!han wer e conditions at Oflag VII B, u EICHSTATT,
between iﬁl‘:ﬂl and NUREMBERG, where the great mjmu; of
Canadian officers captured at DIEFPE were confined,

a7, The statements of repatriated othqr ranks indicate

that whereas officers were tied with ropes for a few days

only, in the case of other ranks this lasted several weeks;
they lpolkcfﬁ:iluthpm.tmhdof ir confinement.
lpu-t from the shackling, their trut-mt at the hands of

the oom was not brutal. BT

88. AS a result of t‘no umm operation, Canadian officers
and soldlers rece ti.od what, sxcept for a very few isolated
insgtances, were first awards for gallantry won by the

Canadien Army in the present war. The manner in which these
awards were made created a constitutional precedent; for

they were pub:u.nud in W the houu.n'
"Department of National ence , wa October, 1948%,
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The list of awards was published in Overseas R.0. 2588

(2 Oot 48). It was headed by the award of the Victoria
Crose to LE.~Col. C.C.TI. Merritt of the South Saskatohewan
Regiment, the first award of this decoration to any Can-
us?um-m. Other awards listed in this order were
as follows:

Distinguished Service Order -~ 1828
823w Military Cross - 16
Distinguished Conduct Nedal - 12
Hilitary Medal - 45
Mention in Despatches - 9

89. One additional D.C.M. was notifled in Overseas

R.,0. 8959 (31 Deec 42), and one additional mention (for

Capt. G.D. Skerrett, R.H.L.I., K who was killed in action

and was recommended Lt.~0ol. Ladatt for the v.C.) in
Overseas R.0, 4085 (17 Nov 43). The Fight French author-
ities made 15 awards of the Croix de Ouerre to Canadian Army
r“rsml in comnection with the operation (Overseas R.O.

z 0, B7 Oct 43)., ©Note should also be taken of the additional
awards mentioned above in connection with successful escapes
priscners of war. :

B

PHR CANADIAN EFFRCTS OF THE OPERATION

90, = Since this was the first large~scale operation in
which the Canadian Army Overseas met the enemy, it is
worth while to make some attempt at analysing the effects
of 1% on Canadian opinion and morale, both in the Canadian
Army Overseas and among the publiec in Canada.

Pl.  The reports of the Fleld Censors (ﬁm) on Can-

the troops increased & rosulst. In spite of this
tion, the operation, and the heavy losses which resulted
‘from 1t, did not dm”iﬂ.m tr « The censors' comsents
run :nm as follows (F bl-i-o-/;t from H.Q. Pirst Cdn

3. co .
Wﬁ:rn; of the letters, both
- from ts lnﬂnnl:..‘nl non-participants

than usual., However, there 1s a feeling of pride
.t-lhh" R ﬁ-m - u.nhﬂ :n-
3-'?!3"-” a chance they

lu:{ casualties are freely admitted, and,
as 4is na s many writers are very anxious and
deprensed about the fate of many of thelr comrades

g



' they try to sound a cheerful note by writing
home matters much more. N

With very few exceptions, there 1is no
great feeling apparent that the raid was not
worth while, but there is evidence nf a more
realistic tone, which surmises much heavy
fighting in the future, and the probable cost
of this is faced soberly.

The morale of appears very good.
Regrets are not shown, but just enthusiasm,
satisfaction and pride in achievement, and the
Canadians' share in the raid.- _

Those who participated and returned
do not complain of their wounds or make such
of thelr suffering. The question the wounded
ask is:- "How soon can I get out to Join the
unit again and have another got™. :

There does not appear to be a hint of
any desire to avoid further astion. One saysi-

(1) "I learned more at Dieppe than the Army
could learn me in ten years." _
Majority are now firmly convinced that the Can~
.adians are superior fighters to the Cermans, whom
they consider are "yellow” when faced with the
bayonet.

The non-participants pan-onz wish they
had been chosen, and hope to go next .

Letters show a spirit of camaraderie and
friendship. Those who fell are mourned sincerely
and thelir bravery is honoured. Many writers state
. that they desire to follow in their steps and to
externinate the Jerries and avenge their pals.

Faith in their officers freely expressed
in many lettera; such s phrase as the following
being typleal:~

(11) "Our officers deserve great praise for thelir
- fine leadership and the e they gave..."

There is a great in morale and much

confidence is expressed a © al example being:~-
(411) "You would be surpr the different

feeling there is over here. Any now we might

expect some real action - well, Hitler, look out."

Generally the raid has had & stimulating
effect on the Canadians, in spite of the losses.
- (4v) "he spirit used to be pretty low, but now
everyone is rarin' to go. At this rate the 2nd

Pront won't be long coming."

92, Bubsequent censorship reports contain similar passages.
That covering mail examined during the period 4-19 Sep 42
beginas with the following genersl comment:

i The general morale of the Canadlan forces
remains and there continues to be evidence
that the Dieppe raid has been h great incentive,
and proved & stimulant and an encoursgement to
still greater efforts. Many writers who partic-
opated are anxious to avenge their comrades, and




Germans dropped some lealflets So

happened to guys over there. I
y think that we Ne are on

! gto— jonx when there
never scare us with

:
I
g
4

-, &% is probably safe S0 & t the DIEPPE operation
) Cunadian Army Overseas Em:ri to take & more real~
istile responsible view of question of the "second
front” In Turope, and to reallse that the task ahead 1s one
of the | toat difficulty and peril, and that operations
des to reconguer Weatern Nurepe from the Cermans are not
to be undertaken lightly or without very complete preparetion.

5. To evaluate the effect of this first battle of the
- Canmdian Overssas on Cansdian opinion at home is much
more t, particularly for a person writing in the
United Kingdom. Only a few obﬂm generalizations can be
“n‘t‘..”'w..

0. m operation continued %o be & matter of the

_ 1 erest to the people of Canada for many months.
_ Mtbomtcm when the Cansdian Arsy
_ becane involved large-scale operations -
ﬁhonl ILY, commene on 10 Jul 43. The public was
uunmuzm le information about the oper-

ation, and while the statement lssued by the NMinister of

" Metional Defence in September (see Report No. 83) doubtless
met part of the need, cussion and controversy comtinued
and extended to Parliament, where certaln members eritlo-
ized the starf-work eding the operation and its general
onduct. Thess o tions were perhaps So be pted in view

dﬂh‘nlnmmmsumttht operation
wau and followed by a long periocd of l.nnuvlly
for ’.o

7. 1! ot some intereat to nttm to assess the

offect ’U the operation on reorulting in Camada. Pull
details are not avallable at C.HM.H.Q.; bdut we totals
ewmww-uuuwmr in the
Iutly suscaries of activities mlod b e C.G,3., for

lﬁ“‘ of 0,0.0. and 8.0.,
O, (0-3.&. ‘go M)o tion of these




=30~

sumuaries indlicates that just before the DIEPFE operation
reoruliti m.gnuh;a tely 35,000 men a week.
The immediate effect of the DIEPP! losses ssems to have
muww.m slight immediate increase, but
this was o in su weoks by a retrogresasion

during October the intake fell below £,000 recruits

ee separate weeks. In November there was an -
t,mmom-u:gj;;tu“ lohlﬂt‘_
to draw -K important conclusions from these figures, and

A1 be that the changes are dus to some extent to

seasonal conditiona. It may be worth while, however, %o
Sabulate hers the rigures of recrulting ror the Active b
Army us notified to C.M.H.Q. during the period referred to: .

RECRUITS FNLISTFED FOR ACTIVE ARMY, 1948
(Weeks ending on dates given)

¢ oramgul

- 3,018 2 0ot - 1,980 o

w2987 9 Oct - 2,019

gt - 3:8-% 16 0ot - 1,976 j
14 Aug - 3,881 83 0ot - 1,978

21 Aug - 35,111 30 Dot - 2,388 4
R I A
- » ov - » "
1l Sep -~ ' £,548 80 Nov < 8,411
18 Sep -~ 2,508 87 Nov - 8,374
825 Sep ~ 2,288 ..

SOURCES OF INPORMATION = h gl

8. The series of ruports dealing with the DIEPPE
operation have been prepared from a wide variety of sources.
The War Diaries of formations and units comneerned have been :
very valuable, though their value has variod very consider- Al
ably. The Diaries of certain units were almost useless, |
those of others made important contributions. In every !
case, however, it was necessary to resort to tho personal
evidence of individusls in order to bulld up an adequate
pileture of the operations of the unis.

9. The War Diary of the General Staff Branch of H.Q.
2 Cdn Div was invaluable, conta as 1t daid a great
variety of documents relating both to the preperations for
the operation and its execution. Among these 1s a large
collection of records of messages sent out by or received
by the %wo heallquarters ships ing the operation,

100. The files relating to the operation kept at H.Q.

First Cdn » H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps and H.Q. R Cdn Div have

been placed at the writer's dlsposal and have likewise

been invaluable, Of these flles, some are in 4
the posbession of the Overseas Records Offlce; - have ‘
been entrusted to the Historigal Officer, C.M.EH.Q., and

will ultimately be handed by him to the Records Office for
custody. Under the terms of Overseas R.0, 3481, head-

quarters of divisions and " formations are m‘rr-

mitted to deposit complete "dead™ files of historical’

importance at the Records Office. The Officer 1/c Records
proposes to catalogue and preserve this saterial under the






