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War Artists' Activities, Mediterranean Area,

1, The present report consists basically of a report
made by Capt. W.A. Ogilvie, a Canadian War Artist, on his
experiences during the SICILIAN and ITALIAN campaigns,

10 Jul - 20 Dec 43. The report in question is attached
as Appendix "A".

2. Capt. Ogilvie's report 1s of special interest as
providing a commentary upon the remarkable group of paintings
and drawings which this offlcer produced during his tour

of duty in the Mediterranean Area. It is consldered that
these will constitute a most valuable national record of the
campaign for future generations.

S. Capt. Ogilvie, as described in his Report, joined

1l Cdn Inf Div during its period of training in SCOTLAND
previous to embarkation for the MEDITERRANEAN, and he was

with it throughout the active period of the SICILIAN operations,
His pictures, accordingly, record the whole campaign in a
remarkable manner: Iincluding the exercises carried out in
SCOTLAND, the voyage to SICILY, scenes on the beach immediately
following the assault phase, the subsequent period of heavy
fighting in the inland mountains, and some scenes of the life
of the troops following the withdrawal of the Division from

the line early in August. Although Capt. Ogilvie was in
hospital at the time of the invasion of Italy proper (3 Sep 43)
he returned to the Division in time to record some phases of
the autumn and winter campalgn.

4. Capt. Ogllvie was a pioneer, so far as the Canadian
Army 1s concerned, In the work of a War Artist during

active operations, He was the first Canadlan artist to be
employed with troops under fire. The conditions under which
he worked in SICILY were singularly difficult, as he had no
independent transport and was obliged to depend upon the

good offices of units in this connection, In spite of this
disadvantage, he covered a great deal of ground, recorded the
operations of many formations and units, and produced an
astonishingly large number of vivid pictures, whose fidelity
to the conditions of the campalign is attested by every officer
returned from the theatre of war who has had an apportunity
of seeing themn,

5. Although Capt, Ogilvie was the only War Artist employed
with Canadian forces during the SICILIAN campaign, it was
subsequently decided that at least two artists should be
permanently employed with the Canadian troops in the
Mediterranean area, Acoordingly, Capt, C.F. Comfort was
despatched from the United Kingdom and, travelling by way

of North Africa, arrived at H.Q., 1 Cdn Inf Div in ITALY

on 13 Oct 43. Subsequently Capt. Ogilvie himself was

relieved at H.Q., 1 Cdn Div by Lieut. (now Capt.) L.P. Harris,
who had also been despatched from the United Kingdom (see
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Capt. Ogilvie's report, para. 107), Capt. Comfort and
Harris still remain in ITALY at the time of writing, and
a considerable number of valuable pictures by these
artists d epicting the progress of the Italian Campaign
have been received at C.M.H.Q. Especlally Important

is the pictorial record created by Capt. Comfort of the
ORTONA area, in which, during December 1943, 1 Cdn Inf
Div engaged in the hardest righting which had fallen to
its lot since it was committed to the BICILIAN assault
on Jul 43.

6. A number of Capt. Ogllvie's Sicllian watercolours
were included in a small exhibition of pictures by Canadian
War Artists of the three services whlch was opened at the
National Gellery, Trafalgar Square, London, by H.R.H. the
Duchess of Kent on 9 Feb 44. The majorlity of the plctures
included in this exhibition were contributed by Army War
Artists,

7. At the tlme of writing, four War Artiats are employed
in the United Kingdom under Historical Section, C.M.IH.Q.
These artlats are Capt. W.A. Ogllvie, Lieut. :.D. Pepper,
Lieut. G.C. Tinning and Lieut, 0.N, Fisher, Capt. Ogillvie 1s
engaged in developing the valuable materilal obtained in
SICILY and ITALY. The other artists have been pursuling the
lines hitherto laid down for artists in the United Kingdom;
that 1s to say, they are attached to appropriste units or
formations of the Canadlan Army in England for perilods usually
of three or four weeks and are thereafter employed in London,
where studlio accommodation is avallable at Falrfax House,
High Holborn, in developing the material obtained in the
field., It 1s intended that a minimum of thres Var Artists
shall accompany the Canadian forces likely to be employed in
future operations in North West Furope. Accordingly,
provision has been made in the War Jistablishment of No. 2
Cdn Fleld Historical Section, which it is intended to

employ with the Canadian component of 21 Army Group, for
three War Artilsts of the r ank of Captain.

8. In ITALY during the winter th: weather has seriously
hampered operations of every kind and conditions have been
much less favourable to the work of artists thun were those
in which the SICILTIAN Campaign was carried out in the summer
of 1943. Artistic production has inevitably been affected
by these condltions, It has nevertheless been respectable
in quantity as well as in quality.

(C.P. Stacey) Lt.-Col.,
Historical Officer,
CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS
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