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War Artiats' Aotivitios, Mediterranean Area.

1. The present roport oonsiats basically or a report
made by Capt. W.A. Ogilvie, a Canedian War Artiet, on hi.
experiences during the SICILIAN and ITALIAN oampaigns,
10 Jul - 20 Deo '3. The report in question is attaohed
&8 Appendix "An.

2. Capt. OgilVie's report 18 or special Interest 8S
providing a oommentary upon the remarkable group of paLntlnge
and dr.wlngs which this offioer produQod during his tour
ot duty 1n the Mediterranean Area. It Is oonalderod that
thel. wIll constitute a _oat valuable national record or the
campaign tor future generationa.

3. Capt. Ogilvie, as desoribed in hi. Report, Joined
1 Cdn In!' Div during ito poriod of training in SCOTLAND
previous to embarkation tor the MEDITERRANEAN, and he was
w1th 1t throughout the aotive period of the SICILIAK operations.
RIa piotures, aocordingly, reoord the whole oampaign In a
remarkable mannor: inoluding the exercise. carried out in
SCOTLAND. the voysge to SICILY. ecenea on the beach immediately
following the aasault phase. the subsequent period ot heavy
tighting in tho inland mountains. and some scenes of the lite
of the troops follow1ng the withdrawal of the D1vi.1on frca
the line early 1n August. Although Capt. Ogilv1e was in
hospital at the t1me of the 1nvasion of Italy proper (3 Sep '3)
he returned to the Division in time to record 80me phaaes ot
the autumn and winter oampaign.

4. Capt. OgilVie waa a pioneer, ao tar as the Canadian
Army i8 concerned, 1n ebe work of a War Artist during
active operat10ns. He waa the first Canadian artist to be
employed with troops under fire. The conditions under whioh
he worked in SICILY were singularly diff1oult, a8 he had no
independent transport and waa obliged to depend upon the
good office. of units in this connection. In spite of thia
diaadvantage. he covered a great deal or ground. recorded the
operations of many formations and W1it., and produced an
aaton1s~gl1 large number at vivid pictures, whoao fidellt1
to the conditions of the campaign is attested by every ofrloer
returned tram the theatre at war who has had an apportunity
at eeeing thea.

o. AlthOUgh Cept. Ogilvie was the only War Art1st employed
with Canad1an foross dur1ng the SICILIAN campaign, it was
subsequently deo1ded that at least two art1ets should be
permanentlJ employed with the Canad1an troops in the
Mediterranean area. Acaordlngly, Capt. C.F. Comfort was
dsspatohed from the Un1ted Kingdca and, travel11ng by way
of Worth Afr1oa, arr1ved at H.Q., 1 Cdn In! Div 1n ITALY
on 13 Oct '3. Subeequently Capt. Og11vis hiaself was
relieved at H.q., 1 Cdn Div by Lieut. (now Capt.) L.P. Harr1s,
who had aleo been despatohed from the united Kingdom Ieee
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Capt. 0s11vle1a report, par~. 107). Capt. comrort and
Harris still "slll8in in I :ALY at t he time of WJ'1ting. and
Q considerable nuaber or valuQble pioturos by these
art1sts d epiating the progrsss of the Italian Campaign
have been reoe1ved at C.N.H.Q. Espea1ally 1mportant
11 the piotorial rocord created by Capt. Comfort ot the
ORTOKA area. in wh1ah. dur1ng Deoember 1943. 1 Cdn Int
D1v engaged in the hardest fighting wh10h had rallen to
1ts lot since 1t was oommitted to the SICILIAN assault
on Jul 43.

6. A numbor or Capt. OgilVie's Sicilian wateroolmlrs
we,.e inoludsd 1n a emaIl exh1b1t1on or p1aturss by Canad1an
War Artists of the tl~ee servicos whioh WS8 opdned at the
National a_llery. Trafalgar Square, Lonuon. by H.R.H. the
Duohss. or Kent on 9 Feb 44. The IIl8jor1ty or the p1atures
inoluded 1n this exhibition were oontributed by Army flar
Artiste.

7. At the tIme or wrltln6. tour War Artlnts are employed
in the United Kingdom under H1stor1cal Soction. C.M.ll.Q.
These artists are Capt. W.A. Ogilvio, Liout. G.O. Popper,
L1eut. G.C. Tinning and L1eut. O.N. P1sher. Capt. Og1lv1e is
engaged in develop1nu the valuable material obtained in
SICILY and I~ALY. Ths other art1ste have been pursu1ng the
11nea hitherto lnld down tor arti8ts 1n the United Kingdom;
that 18 to say, they are attaohed to approprlnto units or
forlll8tione of the Canadian At'my in England fo,. pe,.1od. ueuall)'
of three or tour weeka and ara thereatter employed in London,
where studio aooOMmodation i8 available at Fnlrfax Houso,
High Holborn, 1n devolopina the mater1al obta1ned 1n the
field. It is 1ntended that a ~1~1mum of threo ~ar Art1sts
shall a"company the Canad1an torooo likely to bo emplo)'ed in
future operations 1n North West Europa. Aocordingly,
provislon haa been made In the War gatabliahment ot No. 2
Cdn F1eld H1storiaal Soot1on. wh10h it 1s intended to
employ with the Cal~d1an oomponent or 21 Army Group. for
three War Artists ot the r ank or Captain.

B. In ITALY during the w1nter tho weather haa serioualy
hampored operRtlona of every kind and oonditions have been
muoh le88 favourable to the work ot arti.te thMn were thoBe
in whiob the SICILIAN Campa1gn wa. oarr1sd out in ths summer
or 1943. Artistic product1on hae 1nev1tably bssn affected
by thoae oonditione. It han nevortheless beon respeotable
in quantit)' ae well as 1n Qua11ty.

(C.P. Staae)') Lt.-Col••
H1storical Off1cer.

CAnADIAN MILI"'AIlY READStlARTJl:RS
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8 •~~ hal' . npS,4 1114 tbe
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• !he .1nftal_ 4t m4 or __ t1111ul pleoe
III I G. tall 1 My en l'O'IlW 1" ~ IlEOOIO

:=~. lad Janl. •• r. tA c .-tuall7
ltd a tor _ on aD L.C. • e1JllI to tlJlAftO.

t'.rca __ 1 llhau1d U. to __ Jq _q 'I wbate _
poeaJ1llA to NJo1A the D191l11olh

82. • sUed t1'aD CATAllU on flf1 G. the tl"1p tie
tald.na a Utu. 0 twe.llty-nw • Il1Y B.Q.

at 12l1a tJ.ae n_ , .. .llO w11181..
""'"' ..nIlS tbrOlll#l '"Rarno 110 ... .... bT a ••l"1.. at
hi. h.11eN to.eke 1ol"1p north. I ."'11""117 _Isht a
Cana41an tNal' 1It11Clh lmded taok at B. • _ UlCBIl4. on
:5 Oct G. Here I M&1" Capt. S.Ua that Capta. a-
1!\1j;hII, Ill.O.) allI1 ChM. COIIItorl (0t1'1c1al .&1" Art1at) WlIft
• e 4a'17. Capt. -.aia hlIll 1)]' DOW to sst ..
~1"t .~ lItatl _. INt 1dth a441Ucmal poreoxmel
81Y1rtn 1t obnCIUII that our Med t01'" tNnaport
would be an .vel" 3"ato~ probl. •

s:s. ..ther at We ta. began 1;1:>. __l"1_te Nil1017
allI1 we .>q)lI1"1O a gHat daal or 1"&1D aDI1 ooJd. It ...
'''IIP''••1lI1. , tall blat .. lad to .._ a
NUJrq t 1ll11ch a _t ot tor our_1:1_..

!lba "A" IDS •• 01••1 l"1_ .. &IlX1C1U11 that
4511'18 'lI1til the R.C .r.. .-l a.c.O.C. _:It

1Ibo. 1Ib:I.l.e 1. a ~ 0.1.15. _u weN .....
LUC1lIlA I ... attao!J14 tor a pll'iod or .....1'81 dqa _kina
a~ or~. I tel t llh<u~ that pext.pe the .at
tAt Nt p1otorl81 .. ot tm1r work ~t daa. tA
the n.14. 1•••• 'l'ank Veh.1ol.e a.CO'1'llt'Y, eto.

as. DIIr1n~ 1211a pe1'Jl.od I bali 4 to 91.11; ftl"1~
lIU'tD ot 0Ul' nt 1ih .1thel' Lia1aon eIP tnteU1g O. ott1­
08re. 1'1:1 JIlU'Uoular with ClIPt. ~ath cotta (Oe_ In 1"-
~..tor). our attaok OIl CAIOlE& 0 .. __ .upporte4
b7 the 1.t L1~ A11' Land1'18 Ragj.-at (Bl"1UIIb). t'MJ.1"
75 _ bWl" nth J.1Jlbar WW'8 _lid 1>7 a JIIIIP with the 1'8llll1t

10 the;, oould 10 • l'OugI> oount1'7 lNP141:r and uaua1l7
'3" .at up .... cleM 1"t to 1nf'1ma,-. fba or tbia

e t -.unw.n /PlD 1 10 gooo • aDI1 the 1'I:ItorNlI1JIll
role tI:le t :r 11M soo4 ia1b~et _Un.
(LatAlr c. on .... U _1'8 1II91to4 b7 o.C.,
Co.l. on. to 91II1t the R as....t tor a P&l"1od ot. II

). .
SIl. Q:1 ~ (let 1111>110 were Mal" IIICrIA .. ftN
J01l':l&d ,by C • aDI1 COIIItort ..... up b7 rod
tria 'fAIWl'f0. lie we hop.!J:\a to &lit 1'Urtblll' port and
&1110 _ tt81" tIlan~ ~lloan-to".{·J our OOft1"
_ loS. ab1:r 0 bT loan at a tent 1Ill1ch bali
~en _noual:r uaed b7 .......&1 ot tbIl 11&1_ ottiee....
1'h.111 " great help aa bee1C1i1. the pbn1oa1 ocaotllrt pro-
........a. 0DlI w.. able 1;0 lIU1tlll'l81 and 40 ._ work
un il" eO'Vel".

-_.iii"~'c'~-;-;'~';";;;;;";";:";;~~-~-;.~;;;4--(8) our 1 ent wb1ch &11",,&4 tor an n.u.~. tor un bT the
mat4lr1oa1 ot'tlc 1". and two j.p. tor t1ata, _ ~
lat&l'. \hQl8b 1tI&n I lett on 10 1lllo G ...... atiU wa1t1n&
tor thi& tNnIpon.
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1011. cqt. c..rort aDd IIJHlt n _t tol'ft1'4 .-
e C4D lilt li.Q•• which ... Mar 8.UI vrro. •...... tON-
1D4 a 0l"C*811l1ll 0W1' tbI 0 at thla a tage JlNJlQatol'7 to
tIb8 attack an <Il'lOllA. 'lbII Ji".. Ol'Oea1na'" an-17
cU.tfiou1t - the alYlq be1D8 well 4u& 1Jl an tbI tar bMII aDd
l'U1II6 1'l'1a_ bl'Ollllbt 1Jl bJ tbI YU'10W1 batta1-
1_ ...wala4 tbt hat that tbI)'!a4 .._~ bee atlnl"'7
...War0e4. .eatblll' 1t aD:J'th1DIl we.. .... IIIIA '-~
41tt1au1tiaa 1JIoJ:oeU. ftda" t • "U7 til 84_
1Jl &nIlllee.... or t!Ia _~ or b ......... ~tab~ .-
UWJIU'. 80 that CIIU' 1JltmtrJ Nn 11:1:. a !aI"I 80111&.

108. J at " our 11...t &ttaek em 0lft0!IA • wiblaaae4
a .,...., bH."., oon_traUan ot arU:u.r., on Wa __ a.etoP.
S.ven Pl.14 R.al_ta. tiro 1Iad1,. a.as. mta aZI4 _ 8.'.
aess-nt (108 _) Plt down & _t a"UObtng tift. lltal't1JIS
r- t!Ia north banl< or b l'1wr IlIl4 &1'8"'1&11., -ftna ~ 1:0
tb8 or••t or tba b1ll _ eau14... 'l'<IU.. ~lw a'l,1Ja4lo
.- til E1ttitbk ..... an eall 1:0~ obJeoU_. an4
mE 1 Un.. ot c caUcm an tho _ata1~ 1Jl _
_e... abaUed b7 Cll'IS1a.... and 4aatro,.;aoe. 'ft11a "U~l'7

llOetratlas flesm at 1:IllO hoIaoa. aZI4 .. tMre _ere too rOlm44
par II UP. tile dJ.n ... cont1nuoua unt11 at 1800 bour. 0\11'
1Ilt8ntIT _.t 1Jl. lIHp1be 1t .. __ .. OW' troop. be W
_ t_ard oe_ -chSlIIt 8\UI8 opell84 ~ &nil 1t ..... toUDl
ttlat b7 bad b.e Wl"J' _.U In. DIe t18htina Ia... and
tIb8 actual teIdDg or CIl'lCIIIA U ..U ... tbI har4aat ClIQ1' ftua.
ba4 l"t upep1_ed.

lG'7. On e Dee I " ..1'104 a a1811&1 my H.Q. N­
MllSna _ .. L1w.t. LuND JIarr1a had U'1'1....4 .. ., _
ph. II FlIt. I ... twolllt.1 to 1l1... tho tollOll1n8 _., aDd ada
preparaUana to ,b., '-It to ~a em tb8 tollow1lll
~. On Ilft'1'f1l1 thaN I pol'te4 to A .Q.. "Jor
..t_a 6lYl _ 1natruAU_ to "POl'll to tb8 Port 0 .a­
daDt. It ... no........, txl ait tor 0_ a _It bot_ I
eoulA t a lI8111n&. an4 an 80 Deo I went aboard tIM
C.umJlOllU.

108. OIl borr'll .ra 7th Al'III4 D1Y tpe wbo bad "'-lIlT
.....ad owr to OW' e-n 6th AI'IId1 my.

1. 0Ir ooll'JlO7 .ailed that .wll1Jta &ft'lY1J111 at OlWl
2lI DeO 111M... we nita4 t01' turbr a1'I1pJ1 to ~1a.

until an fl7 Dee 1Jl cOlfP&Jl1 with .1.wn ohr a1'I1pJ1 &nil 0111'
..con. we ..1104 tor tha UD1t114 'lbII "fOJa8O _
withOU.t 1DBl4alnt &nil • ....se the nrtb or clP _ 11M
• ot • .nm".
no. On board .... two 0 o_dtana. aria.~
(II D1Y). and 001. (1 CdD Il1Y). On II .nm a
o cI1.In l' .0. _ aboard an4 _. 41a •'_84 at OUllOOIr
takln3 tba "<!boa'- tN1n that n1#lt IIIIA anlY1n11Jl LOJIDQI
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