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Canadian Relations with the People
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Problems of Morale, 1559 - 44,
[P The subject of this report is the relations of
the officers the men of the Canadian Army with the

people of the United Kingdom éur the very long period
in which the main of the C Amny Overseas has
been stationed in ENGI » and the c¢losely allied question
of the morale of the Army duwring the same period,

2o This is a very large subject, and from every point
of view a very important ones While secondary to the
story of active operations, it cannot falil to be a matter
of ma jor intereat to the Canadian 0fficial Historian,

The continued presence in the United Kingdem for more than
four years, under comparatively static conditions, of a
large and steadily force of troops from tﬁn
Dominion of Canada ia cer to have a definite effect
upon the future relations of Canada and Britain, and cone
stitutes a fascinating episode in social history, the
intereéest of which cammot be exhausted in the present brief
studys This report, however, may serve at least to direct
attention to the importance of the topic, and to indicate
the nature of the source material available upon it. An
attempt will be made to collect in this report the most
important items of general evidence, and ecertain relevant
quotations upon particular subjects, while at the same time
indicating the whereabouts of uto:r{u for further study
when and if this seems desirable.

Se The situation of the Canadian troops in Britain
during the present war is “:i different from that of 1914-18,
In the earlier war the British Isles were.exclusively a base
for operations which were gontinuously in progress on the
Continents The Canadian force which arrived in ENGIAND in
October 1914 ceoded to FRANCE in February 1915, and from
that time on main Canadian Fleld was actively ene-
gaged in the theatre of ware The an troops in ENGLAND,
while mmmerous enough, were mainly those engaged in advanced
training, on the strength of base establislments, on leave
from the front, or recovering from wounds received in action.

Ao In- the present war, on the other the largest
t of the Canadian Fleld Army has remained the ted
down to the present time (June 1944) without en-
in active operations. The First Canadian Division
arrived in ENGLAND in December 1939, It was then assumed
that 1t would proceed to FRANCE in the spring or sumer of
1940 to join the British Expeditionary Force then operating
in that country. It will be recalled, however, that the
German offensive which began on 10 Mey 40 ruul%od in the
colicpse of FRANCE and the withdrawal of all British forces
from the Continent. Only one brigade of 1 Cdn Div reached
FRANCE in June 1940, and this brigade was immediately withe
drawvne The Canadians, in common with the other troops in
the British| Isles, then found themselves committed to what .
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.3 r_,lf.m:,m effect d garrison role, and for a 103 time thereafter
rones et __i:"?'l_iwl!-on'iai that of guarding the British Isles against
i gy $hé Inminant threat of an invesion which nevertheless did not
T T actually materialize., 0000

Se During the period from June 1940 to July 1943 there
‘was very little opportunity indeed for the empl nt of ,
Canadian troops ocutaslde of the British Isles. expedition

to SPITSBERGEN in the swmer of 1941 gave employment to only
a few hundred troops and resulted in no contact with the
enemy (Reports Nos. 56 and .74)e The raid on DIEPFE on
19 Aug 42 was a one-day operation l'n'vol'vﬂ' only about 5,000
troops (Reports Nos. 100, 101, 108, 109 116)s Except
for the very minor and mw;- operation of 22 Apr 42 known
by the code name "ABERCROMBIE" (Reports Nos, 81 and 88), and
the employment of tunnellers at GIBRALTAR ports Nos. 80
and 105), these were the only o ties offered Canadian
- troops overseas for employment outside the tish Isles.
.Only with the inwmsion of SICILY (10 Jul 43) did protracted
hr&ud.o operations beging; and even then the greater part
-of Canadian Army Overseas remained in the United Kingdom
until the opening of Operation "OVERLORD" in FRANCE (6 Jun 44).

B8 In these clrcumetances, with a constantly increasing
Canadian force stationed in ENGLAND and denied action, the
. relations of the men of the foree with the British people,
and the genmeral problem of morale within the force itself,
became very important questions. It is not teo much to say,
in the opinion of the present writer, that the maintenance
of the morale of the Cenadian Army Overseas on a satisfactorily
bigh level under such conditions and over such arror!.od CON=

~

‘8titutes a remarimble achieyement and indee¢d a ¢
" Upon this aspect of the history of the .
var future hiatorians may find reason to dwell with no small
prides  Four years of insctivity (in-
total absence of active operations) is a most difficult test
for any ammy, and particularly for a or amy recruited
oin the oma%:ﬂ.m of early action and stationed far from home.
On the whole, it now appears, the Canadian Avmy Overseas has :
emerged from this test with credit to itself,

- Te The materials upon which this report is based are.

o varfied. Pre-aminent among them are the fortnightly reports
submitted the Field Censors upon letters written by
gamg:nth .gers and nmona As peinted out mafom’

. Noe & ese reports, rendered continuously since Sep ) -
1941, constitute a unique record of the gemeral state of mind

2 0 tﬁo Canadlan e A complete set these reports has

" been assembled for ful yeference by Histarical Section,
«CelMeHoQs  They have been supplemented for the purposes of
the present report by the records of "A" Branch ColaHaQuy
and by references to British newspapers. O.ll.ﬁ.qo files '\
generally have been freely drawn upon. Whereyer possible,

o references are made to information already o ged for .
RS SAFEARL- TPOaRS  fn She M_LMEM

:

or elsewhere, \%
RELATIONS WITH THE BRITISH PUBLIC |
. _ DURING THE EARLIEST PERIOD
Be & t;: &uum'n the nlati::: btt!:n the Gll;gi,ln
- troops tish public, durdi m : immedia
b;&ulgthnmiulatl%hiv E _ .m::m-
matdon -
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(a) The fact that the
were fresh from ocivil life and uwnaccustomed to
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garrison town sinee the Crimean War, and whose
population were in consequence only too
nmi-odtoth-m u‘moplu
decidedly indisposed ¢ o make mue d‘wm
rmmmumiumnn. arriving among

(e) mrutmm-murmmmuor

the so called phmy » when the Western
Front was .uucﬁu when air sctivity
t the no

t yet begun,
when in nmqum the to |
Britain of aid from overseas was not yet fully |
apparent to the average citigen, .

(d) This winter brought tolnshnd "the coldest
conditions since LONDON,
29 Jan 40), with atte m to men
diving in ﬁm cortainly not designed for
such oonﬂ:l dons.

10. Thib mtmtl.on of eircumstances produced
the result reflec in the report on Canadian mili mail
made to the Senior anoo;g c.n.x.a.. by ho Bhtot Pos

Censor on 23 Feb 40 (Repo. gnn
Chapter III 9-8 !hotm 8

est vu-y d.finttaly that at this period the state

' ,.,.3'.'“ :3‘““ relations with the British
tion was far n-c- i Only ene paragraph of the
report will be repeated heres

Boredom, homesickness and a feeling of not being

really needed, to be the mein reasons near
all these Canadian soldiers lo. !hlu}?;lty o}’
the writers warn their frie and relations not to join
‘Ihlm.
1l. This was an unhappy be anaitnishtp-rh-,pa
Mnunrmamtmztm:exiwwrm

static oconditions the result would be unfortunate nnt
trouse On the omtr:{ hnom the relations of the
soldier with the t1an 1.1:. said, brnﬁ;
g t have steadily mm nce ]

neral re diummohmmboﬂmdﬁthom-
le satisfaction,.




CHANGES IN THE SITUATION AS REFLECTED
IN CENSORSHIP ‘REPORTS

12, ‘The improvement in relations began ewen during 1940,
This was in part the result of the movement of Canadian

out of the AILDERSHOT area, which b t them into contact
with British commmities disposed to 4 scmewhat less
sour attitude towards His Majesty's forces, A notable land-
mark in this respect was the movement of 1 Odn Div into the
NORTHANPTON area in May, 1940, Here the Canadians were

received with a warnth which gave thex a very differe
:m.nm of tality from that formed in

e Their sense of s 1s recorded "in practically
every unit War Diary" tive, Chapter V,
paras, 81-88), By this [T) say, the “phoney

war" was very definitely at an end; the Canadians' sojourn
in NORTHAMPTON eoincided with the evaguation of the B.E.F.
from DUNKIRK, and 1t i1s possible that in these circumstances
eivilians were more inclined to welcame the presence of
troops than they had been in more tranquil times, Whatever
its motives, it seems likely that the reception at NORTHAMPTON
was the beginning of & quite new attitude towards England in
the minds of Canadian soldiers, and a turning-point from
which the bde of better relationships may be dated.
13, Although the swummer of 1940 bunf:t the Canadians no
actual contact with the enemy, it brought them much activity
and gave them 1ittle time to be "so for themselves"”,

They found themselves, moreover, in midst of a population
which the disasters in FRANCE had awakened to great efforts,
and whose steadfast stand in the face of the enemy who had
overrun the whole of Western Europe was now commanding the
adniration of the world, When in the late swmer heavy air
attacks on ENGLAND began, there was no doubt that the Canadian
tro found good reason to0 admire the mammer in which thé
‘eivilian po don of England confronted this new menaces
The courage of the British civilian under the bombs has
coertainly been an important element in winning for him the
regard of the Canadian soldier. This fact is amply demonse
trated in the Field Censors' reports,

14. It 18 of interest to compare the tone and content of
phese reports for the earliest period at which they were made
(104, the autumm' and winter of 194l) with those for the past
woon Felatimiiing Wih 1 TRGLLON peonls piflaces i steady

e ps B ¢ 5
improvement which appears to have n plage since the
winter of 1950«40,

15, The fifth fortnightly report of the Field Censors
(Home) on Canadian Army mall (27 Oct « 9 Nov 41) makes this
general comment s '

Individual relationships with Civilians have
shown considerable improvement, ' Many men comment

on the good reception which have had in Coastal
areas, in contrast to the way are cold-shouldered
in the ALDERSHOT distriect from h they have moved,

16, The same report contains an extract from a letter
dwelling on the pleasure which Canadian soldiers derive from
.private hospitality in English homes, and the beneficial
effect of this on morale: _
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Thus the third fortnightly report of Field Censors (29 s
12 Oct 41) contains the following officlal comment: 3

The new arrivals of the Srd Divis are full
of snthusidaa and admiration for British morale, and
for the welcome they have recel in this country.
They 3;-.-. a desire to eradicate some of the
impressions oreated by same of the earlier arrivals.

they s eriticise the complacency
mmzﬂcm t it with the British
resistance. .
18 The tenth for roport (8 « 21 Dec 41) makes
oxt.mllod comment en‘nmxlnum -1 the British publie,

indicating clearly that the situation s left much to be
deslreds

Although the majority of the writers from many
various ts, especially those stationed away from
. bﬂf-uutru, and those billetted with eivilians, who
' ( )mwtmnﬂ&wmtmm -
B e ks, R w - o o

umammerly scts of men on both 8y © in
publie bars, and under the of when
views become somewhat disto there is a certain
amount of acrimonye. & little "boosting" of

19, m-.n?tmmnlns of comments,
both ‘ énd hostdle, on this matter, ine same from
British peoplos :

: 804 The nd.;):go that Canadisns got on better
with Secottish with lﬁ people, was a matter of general

1
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coment and experience at w'r-dul, and 1t was frequently
noted that a 'nrgchrp Pro of Canadisn soldiers spent
their leaves in SCOTLAND. The report last mentioned quotes
two Canadian writers who say ruputl.wly "The Scotch 1like us
better than the English do", and hdhhmmhm
17, butthosootchmnmn .

Il.. The winter of 194l«48 must muhumm
of the most difficult periods of the war from Wtuuw
of Canadien morale. Many Canadians now eting their
second year in ENGIAND, Their [ action had dise
inted, and for the third succession the United
Al e e e e ] e T
“ may
be gquoted on this mattery

In strikdng muutuwmmuctmm.
when wet winters predominated, the outs
of the weather of this war has been the

winters,s Taken altogether, and nwn'zkm.

were spprecia ¢ over and 8 the

:i-nu- period b & and very little r than that
t M.

She Daily Telegraph for 4 Mar 42 made the following comments

It can now be stated that the first "i':ﬂ."'"'"
February this yoar were the coldest since
:;:ltuﬂlmolt)ornﬁmhmthl.w

 These matters are th-n successive unusually

cold winters undoub hndu nm to the

s - % um) prob=

22, mxothamm muh

gmonnud adverse comment on m and such
mmnnpromlywtmﬂm onale

»ummwuummmdmtmm
gonsider an undesirable situation.

re ao-samn)mw-nm to
i Div, the morale of which, it ias mcﬂ. somewhat
lower than that of the rest of the force:

In te of the frequen expressed boredom,
mmxnloﬂen,ﬁ:ghuﬂ- :

> iy ae d s41¢-contidence, with a

strong to gt done in most of the
letters thotm?oaf thin‘hnﬁinultlul
t . onee
The majority of the men are t .-m-.
an op trg u?;.n::g'“

muﬂtomllmwu&ﬂh‘h—o
ral 1t be said that their morale remains
gd. ind that, notwi m.,wm&
p high, One writer ltnton-

"o wouldn't be good soldiers if we dddn't

grumble."
(11) It is noti however, that some of the writers,
ehiefly frem (sie] men in the lst Division, are

: i’ ‘ fu . A
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successfully and enjoyably together. 1In the result,
we of this Canadian Corps owe to the Home Guard of
Sussex much more than we have, in fact, contributed
to ‘them.

In view of what I have said, the decislion as to
what use should be made of the money presented to
this Canadlan Corps by the Home Guard of Sussex was
not difficult to reach. I know that I express the
views of all ranks in deciding that the best manner
in which we can commemorate the firm and fraternal
associations which have been established between us
is to arrange that the moneys so ralsed shall remain
in the county of Sussex and that the benefit shall
acorue to the Sussex Homé (Guard or to any post-war
mllitary or semi-millitary organisatlion which may
succeed 1t.

‘A portion of the fund has been applied in the
purchase of a trophy, to be known as the Canadian .
Corps Trophy. The income from the balance will be
utilised to provide annual prizes to the unit or
sub=unit of the Sussex Home Guard that may be deemed

w» by the Advisory Committee to be the most efficient.
The responsibility of forming the Advisory Committee,
I am grateful to be able to announce, has been most
kindly undertaken by the High Commissioner for Canada,
the Rt, Hon. Vincent Massey, and the Lord Li.utonant,
Lord Leconfield.

Now, that is all I have to lay, except to tell
the people of Sussex, through those present, that,
because you have understood us and opened your homes
to us and helped us, I can assure you that those of
us who return to Canada will take with us the inten-
tion that the ties which have previously existed
between this country and our own should be strengthen-
ed; that more effective means tc cooperate in pre-
venting a recurrence of wars should be mutually
developed; and that, in the evolution of a better
world order, the British Fmpire - tested and purified
by the experience through which we are passing - will
have a vital part to play.

I now have great pleasure in handing over to the
Lord Lieutenant the deed of trust and the Canadian
Corps Trophy. (Canada's Weekly, 1 Oct 43)

General Crerar's correspondence in this matter with Colonel
E.J.W. Pike is to be found in 1 Cdn Corps file G.0.C. 6 - 9
Pike, F.D.l, now in the custody of Hist Sec, C.M.H.Q

SPRCIAL PROBLEMS OF THE FRENCH-CANADIANS

42, The Canadlan soldiers of French origin have been, as
was to be expected, something of a special problem. Inglish
is not their mother tongue, and a conslderable proportion of
the men could not speak English when they reached the United
Kingdom. Thlis inevitably made it more difficult for them to
adapt themselves to Fnglish ways than was the case with other
Canadians, and undoubtedly interposed a barriler between them
and the people of Englend, which may have contributed to the
growth in some places of such hostile feeling as that mentioned
in pares. 25 above. The very firat fortnightly report of the
Field Gensors (1 - 14 Sep 41) refers to this special problem:
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There 1s some homesickness among those who
have been over here a long time particularly
amongst French Canadlian Units, but the impression
is given of wanting to get on with the job of
fighting, which is what they came for.

43. It seems likely that the French Canadians, llke thelr
English-speaking compatriots, have become increasingly accustom-
ed to English life as time has passed, and this problem has
become rather less lmportant. Examination of the most recent
censorship reports reveals no indication of a difficult situa-
tion in this respect, and indeed there are very few specialized
references to French Canadians, although occasionally there are
hostile comments upon them by Canadians of other origin.

44. There are some indicationsthat, at least at certain
periods, the discipline of French-Canadian units, and the

- relations of Prench-~Canadian soldiers with the British publie,
have been less satisfactory than waa the case with the Canadilan
force at large (see below, paras. (65 - 68) In considering
such indications, it is well to take into acoount the circum=-
stances noted in para 42 (above).

DISCIPLINE ARD DEPORTMENT

45. Something must be sald of the general behaviour of the
Canadlan troops during their long sojourn in England, and of the
state of discipline as reflected in official records. This
question may be convenlently studied in a series of summarlies
prepared by the A.G. Branch of C.M.H.Q.

46. The earliest of these summaries was submitted to G.0.C.~-
in=C. First Cdn Army on 29 Sep 42. A copy of its covering
letter is attached as an Appendix to the present report. This
summary dealt wlth the situation during the whole period from
the first arrival of Canadlian troops in the United Kingdom

to the end of August 1942. The information included i1s, however,
‘complete and thoroughly reliable only for the latter part of
this period.

47. An extended commentary on the summary i1s unnecessary,
but one or two lmportant points may be noted here. It is of
special interest that the standard of behaviour within the force
showed a distinct improvement as time passed, and the number of
offences did not grow in proportion to the growth of the Cana-
dian force in the United Kingdom. In connection with military
offences genornllz among other ranks, the summary observes that
in August, 1942, "with respect to both fleld formations and
static rormationl, a smaller percentage of personnel are causing
trouble than in Jan 41",

48. The observations in connection with civil offences are
likewise of special intereast. The total of civil convictions
was considerably smaller than might have been expected in

view of the oceasional unfavourable publicity to which the
Canadian Army has been subjected in this connection. During a
period of considerably more than two and a half years, only 923
soldiers were recorded as convicted by the British civil Courts.
While these figures are admittedly not complete, the report
comments that they "are sufficiently accurate to show that the
proportions of our troops involved in c¢ivil prosecutions is
relatively small",
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49 _‘al_tt‘h.n:h of tmx period Gnﬁ g.mqh this first
Overseas was 1 -2l renks (Report No. 85, An-nﬁ')-
50s On Mar 45 a fupther was submitted to

GeOeCe=in=C, ;‘u-n Cdn Arq;‘rmor z. four-month period

1 = 31 Dec 42 (C.M.H. 20 : ™

ks bt S b i o T
s ' a

dates. n’::o have been incorporated mﬂ:"}r.

. Ble = Major {now Lt.=Cbl.) L.R. HeDomald, AsGeB8, CoeMeH.Qe,
vho prepared the peport, made in it the following gcomments
upon the figures peferred tos

e e Pl Snteg s e prend

&-mtmtmu:?m -:':-tgm
a very small proportion small
muiber of so who become involved with the

Information has recently been received from

the s the disciplinary situation
within the Cdn Army may be deseribed as
When the fact’ is takem into consideration
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A third despatched to Ce0.0
oy o 13 un §5, oov : :

© BBe morenrt noted, in connesction with eivil
thnt there had been an increase,

5mmmﬂ1n 215 for

momtlmthsotlm'. It was noted that the proportion

of long sentences (1.0. om two years) had gl

and the report had to le one conviction feor murder

‘resulted in the sonvicted nold!.t:- being end one for

The general diuipunu'i.mtm as reflected
in these 8, has a rinite pat the
foXiuting Teaburss oF whith ivs saifeubte

. (a) mtnmamsxcmmop-hmu,t.
" become involved with military offences in the
~ peried of a monthe

b Absence without leave leads among the military
) offenses, accounting for more than 5OF.

(e) Drunkenness does not appear to be a very
serious factor.

d u & to § seoldiers out eof
(@) “Wm u‘dﬂth.elvu
Mt 8 each’

‘(o) The mumber of soldiers dealt with by Courts
NMartial is approxima 60¥ of the total number
of offenhces with which are charged,

5% . For the nbuqu-ttoahra no _
conselidated have been prepared at C.MeH, q. Full
records have however been and AcAeGe (Dis), CoMHoQep
‘has made available statistics of el convictions rw all
Canadian mmmmnngammuwmmorxm.
a8 follows, the three months ending 50 Jun 45, the total
mmber of civil convictions was for the three months
ending 30 Sep 43 i1t was 2193 and the three months ending
51 Dec 43 it was 218,

58. mzuu-wmcmmmm
tas-p was as followss

m.'?ﬂ lll.l'lllh

ga.m n - ‘
: (Reports Nos. 110 and 119, Appx "A")

&

at the

=88 5

43 -
45 =
48 =

£3%
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By this per m{:v.r a considerable part of the Canadian
Army Muﬁdﬂn& £t ﬁbo United and wds employed
in the Mediterranean theatre. The act strength of ¢

' gmﬁdin Army in the United Kingdom at these dates was as
ollowss ) - .- ;

30 Jun 43 « 201,046 all ranks
S0 Sep 45 = 204,981 " *
31 Dec 43 = 171,273 " "

(CeMeHoQe file 22/8trength/3/2),
These figures include the women's services,

659, The situation as described above is on the whole

. & very ereditable one, and the figures of civil offences in
particular appear decidedly small in relation to the size of
the Canadian foree in the ted Kingdom and the conditiona
under which it has been serving., 219 elvil convietions in
a period of three months, out of a‘for¢e of more than 200,000
men, is a record which provides no just basis for complaint,

604 In circumstances it l;{m:ppoar surprising
that the Canadlgns should at various times have received
very considerable adverse publieclty and have been the sub ject

. of eritical observations certain English magistrates, It
should be noted, however, t this situation has been much
less in evidence in recent months,

6l,. .. The worst outburst of adverse publicity perhaps
followed the movement of the Canadian Corps into Sussex late
in 1941, As noted above, the winter of 1941l-42 was a
difficult period from the point of view of the morale of the
Canadian troops, One incident which attracted considerable
attention arose out of a anonymous letter to the sex
News, which accused Canadian soldiers of "hooliganism”,
m. "unless the officers in charge of these brutes can
control them it would be a good thing for the authorities te
apply for their removal",

62, This letter was answered in a commmication to the
same paper from Earl Winterton, M.P., who sald he wrote as
"Senior Member of Parliamemt in 1 of service for Sussex
and as a former Cabinet Minister anxious to support a maximm
war effort for the whole Empirey as one who knows Canada,
and has been brought into intimate relationship with the
Canadian forces in England", Lord Winterton remarked that the
anonymous correspondent'!s remark above quoted was a "monstrous
thing for any person, especi one writing under the cloak
of anonymity, %o say about se emen and fellow-sub jects
from another part of the Empire here to defend us dgainst
invasion", He did not deny that there were offences committed
by Canadigns, but remarked that these were the work of a
minority, He made a further commemnt which is worthy of
quotations y

In my constituency some eighteen months ago
the most serious wilful damage done to propert
was by a certain unit'of the British ArlT. Neither
my constituents mor I thought it patriotiec or
desirable to write to the presc about 1it,

(Canadian Press despatch in Globe and Mail,
TORONTO, 17 Jan'42,)

| |
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' The fact that a soldier, sailor, or airman
transgresses the law surely does not imply
"discredit® on the partie Service to which he
belongs. :

 Why, therefors, single out the Canadians for
the puh:vf 4 ty

we venture to hope that maglstrates in
M‘n’; ttizomr with dj.;orztlon t.:nd fair words
any observations they may be temp to make when
"a black sheep" of this maghificent army from the
Dominion stands in their police~court dock,

64 It is only fair, perhaps, to mention one or two
examples of the bad behaviour of which, undoubtedly, a small
minority of Canadian soldiers were glllit,. and miol’l was '
responsible for the adverse comments in Sussex reported above,

Some indication of the occasi difficult state of things
during this winter of 194142 may drawn from references
in the press, The Eve st (LONDON) of 51 Dec 41,
reporting a case at three Canadian Sappers

were each fined two pounds, quoted the Deputy Chief Constable
as saying, "these disturbances at night are getting rather
serious, Our men have been extremely tolerant with the
Canadiens, but recently they have had to draw their truncheons
in self-defence"”,

65e Another incident from BRIGHTON, involving three
soldiers not specifically referred to as Canadians, but ha
Prench names, was reported in %ﬁ 17 Jan
423 the three men were accused v ¢ a
tobacconistt's window, causing damage amounting to more than
285,0,0 They were fined £2,0,0 cach and ordered to pay for
the damage, or alternatively to undergo terms of imprisomment,
A more seriouas charge was referred to in  the 8 of the World
of 11 Jan 42, when a Canadian soldier, alse a ne
name, was reported to have been r 4 in custody on a
charge of inflict grevious bodily harm on a fifteen=year
old girl, This inecident had previously been referred to in
the Dailly Te aph (LONDON), 5 Jam 42, which referred to it
as c on of "the recent séries of assaults on
pedestriens and police im Brighton", and observed "last night
few girls or women ventured out of aoorn after blackout”,

The soldier invelved was subsequently sentended to nine
months! imprisonment (C.M.H.Q. file 10/Sauriol E./1).

66, These references culled from contemporary newspapers
suggest that the allegations made against the Canadians in
Sussex at this period, while certainly too sweeping, were

not merely frivolous,

67 Although; as already noted, some BEritish magistrates
were reported to have made acid comments on the frequency
with which Canadisns appeared in their couwrts, -n:i tended

on the other hand to treat offending Canadians with greater
leniency than the Canadian authoritles considered desirable,
This matter had come to official attention at apn early date,
and on 6 Nov 40 the Rt, Hon Vincent Massey, High Commissioner
for Canada, wpote formally to the Home Secretary po:lnt!.nfh
out the unfavourable effect upon discipiine likely to follow

Tt - - I . . — 5 " - - —— e PP —
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from the policy of umnecessary lenlency, and adding,

¢ . I8 is my own view and that of the Camadian
Military authorities that lemient direction of this
kind should not be given and that Canadian soldiers
charged with offences, should be dealt with strict
on the merits of the case and given such punishmen
as would be deterent to themselves and others....

(CoM.H.Qy T1le 20/Civil/1)

68, ~This offiecial attitudé is frequently reflected in
« reports of proceedings in court, in which Canadlan officers
asked that magistrates should not show Canadlian soldiers
a lenlency which, would mot be shown to ?um in similar
. circumstances, Thus, for imtm:! %B ews of World
of 11 Jan 42 reported that a Ca [5) er as
magistrates at the CHICHESTER Quarter Sessions not to treat
his men leniently., The men concerned were "three Frenche
Cmdim-hnhndmmd guilty to breaking into the
Wheatsheaf Hotel, te ORTH, Sussex” and stealing
various articles, The officer in guest was reported to
have told the magistrates, "Things of this nature give the
Canadian Army a very bad name and if these men are treated
11ghtly we are going to continmue to have trouble of this nature
throughout", In theerent one of the men was sentenced te
twelve months and one to six months impriscomment, It would
not be difficult to mltiply exsmples of similar cases, (4)

ANGLO=CANADIAN MARRIAGES
69, During the long stay of the Canadien Army in the
British Isles, a very nuynber of marrieges have taken
place between Canadisn soldiers and English zo‘omn. The
actual total of 2ges in the United to 51 May 44
is 17,590, This includes, of course, a certaln mumber of -
marriages in .which both parties were deim;, and no doubt
a certain mmber in which the woman was not of British
S nationality, But the vast majority were between Canadian
officers or soldiers and Brit womens The following
breakdown of the totel has been provided by AeGe7(c), CeMiHeQet
3

1959 =« Wil - 1943: 19441
1940 =« 1222
1041 < 35011 Jan = 312 Jan = 499
1942 <= 4160 .. .PFeb = 358 ;  Feb = 759
Moy - gsgg Nar = gz:
Ayw .= Apr =
May = 82 lay - 670
-
?\3. - }.\.ﬁ
Aug = 669
Sep = 744
Ooct = 487
Nov =~ 667
) Dec = 336
70. The' effect of this very large mumber of marriages

on the future relations of Britain and Canada is an interesting
subjeet for speculation, but one on which little can be saild
here, It will certainly result in a great many English women
finding new homes in Canada after the warj meny English wives

(4) Evening Standard (LONDON), 27 Jun 44, quotes Mr, Justice Macnaghten

as observing that in some ways it would be better if offences by

Canadian soldiers were dealt with by Canadian -
added: "In my experience there is { natural rg&%&wtiaﬂﬂ ggrt

on
of any court to inflict puni t upon Canadian volun%eera.
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Tnited sStates troops in Pritain hove oocael been
exposed to the same sort of

i
:
E
.

(b) The deportment of the Canadian troops in the United

at certain {notably the wintera of 195040
end 1041-42) but the general trend has been one of

'(o) atnhum of .'Iu Canadian troops with the

sl people, not uni gordial in the
beginning have likewlse fmproved and in
rooent months have been on an extremely sound and
: friendly basis,
00« The reasons for the satisfac results obtained

have been to some extendl examined above, a full acoount
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The voluminous Appendices to this

Repart have beem omitted. M

REPOR? ON DISCIPLINE OP PHE CANADEAN ARNY
" CYEESRAS BY SENIOR OFFICHE, O:M.H.Qe

29 Sep 42
Gs0eCe=ineC,,
First Cdn ‘Ai‘!o b
DISC - 8
1; m;n—uvd‘dﬂu has been prepared to

‘show sentences awarded by el courts in the United Kingdom

as well es by Courts Martial and military Sumsry Trials.

The material which is sulmitted in the form of tables and

w\n has been divided into milit offences mum,
ral Courts Martial, Fleld Gene Courts Martial

civil offences, and general coments are made under the

_uppropﬂlh headings.

e The tables and graphs appesar &s appendices as
follows g=
APPENDIX
"A'" . List showing various offences under the
Army Act.

"B" . Tables showing total offences committed
in field formations,

= Tables showing total offences comud tted
- 4n static formations, ‘

"D* ~ Tables showing totals of offences committed
- by the various formations both field and
L |
*E" = Graphs showingge
(1) Relationship of mmber of offences
to troops in the U.K.

(11) Relationship of mmber of of fences
to ops of field fomations,

{111) Relationship of mmber of offences
to troops of static fomations,

"p" o Tables showing mmber and particulars of
General Courts Mertial.

‘"G" = Tables showing nﬂumm- of
- Pield General Courts Nartial,.
"H" « Tables showing mumber indnthuhnet
civil convictions,.

"I" « Nomimal roll of Canadian soldiers at {l‘.m '
serving sentences awarded by the civil courta.

" - total muber of Canadian soldiers
T A s o mee awarded Dy Service Gourtse

!cl
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Se For the purpose of this report the formations of the
Cenadien frmy Overseas have ‘been shown as followsge
*  FIELD FORMATIONS STATIC FORMATIONS
First Cdn Army Troops CMEQ Group ineluding Hospitals
1 Cdn Corps Troops !.s. CRU,
1l Cdn Army Tank Bde "A" Group Reinf Units
1l Cdn Div e e - v
g " " lcl " n ”
3 f " IDI n " n
§ " (Armd) Div e ¢ . .
lr n n i n

MILITARY OFFENCES GENERALLY (0O.Rs)

4 These offences include those tried by F.G.C.M. as well
as those tried summarily by Commanding Officers.

Se Appendix "B"™ contains a series of tables giving a :
sumary of offences conmitted by persommel of formations.
It iz divided to show the mmber of offences under different
Sections of the Army Act and is divi also to show the mmbeérs
commi tted monthly from Jan 41 to and MI%LQ 42, The
first table is a of totals and the rs give this
information for the ous field formations,

Ge Appendix "C" contains a series of tables giving similar
information in respect of the static formations for the months
of Apr 41 to Aug inclusive, o ot

e Apperdix "D" is a table showing the total number of
offencesa comnmitted by personnel of the various formations, both
field and static, and provides all available information

Jan 41 to and including Aug 42,

Be Appendix "E" contains three graphs, They show the
following informationi=

(a) The total number of offences cammitted, the total
mmbey of offences of absepce without 10:" and
the total mmber of offences under the Army Act
Soction 40 in relation to the tetal mmber of
troops involved for each of the months of Apr 41
to and ineluding Aug 42, :

(b) Similar information in respect of the field formitions
for the months of Jan 41 %o and including Aug 42,

(¢) Similar information in respect of static formations
for the months of Apr 41 teo und-;nolnd.tns Aug 42,

e The following comments are madei-

(a) It will be.noted particularly that the mmber of
offences has not increased in pro ion to the
inerease in the number of troops in the V.K,
With respect to beth field formations and static
formations, & smaller percentage of persomnel are
causing trouble than in Jan £, X -

(b) The most prevalent offence is absence without leaves
It accounts for rether better than 50% of the totale
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{6) The next most prewalent class of offences is

that coming within the Army Act Section 40 -
conduct or neglect to the :ﬂmdpod

order and milii disel Roughly one
third of the to mmber of ctrmulmuf
th.I.I'OMo

(d) The third most prevalent offence is that of
drunkenness which accounts for a remarkably
amall percerntage of the total,

{(e) Offences involving discbedience and insubordination
are relatively fewe

; GENERAL COURTS MARTIAL
10, pendix "F" contains five tebles showing the mmber
of General Courts Mertial held within the various formations
both £ield and static. m divided into the t prevalent
m— of offences and show the total number accused ine
_ wﬂmdthnnntmu-mhd. The five tables cover the

periods =

ﬂ T 1 MC

1 Jan %o 1 Apr 48
) lmn Jul 2
i The month of Jul 42

: V) The month of Aug 48, .
. The following camments are madegs

(a). the period in question there have been
71 icers tried by General Court Martial, Of
thosg 6 bave been eashiered and 21 d&-&uﬁ the
Services The total represents less than of
the . mmber of officers in the U.K, at the present
time and in a fow instances officers have been
tried on more than one occasion,

{b) au “ orl.ty of ﬂ‘utoﬂ?u come utht:r
ction [ large mmber
thouhdhbuﬂoo;ﬂhumd

the officer?'s bank aceount and the momm
m—m‘t of cheques.

(¢) Drunkermess and absenee without leave account for
most. of the remalning oifences,

Meartial oxcepting that there is a wider distribution of offences
and th. sontences awarded are, of course, different,

15, . The following o_nta are madet

(a) Absence without leave is the most prevalent offencé,
followed by offences under the Ammy Act Section 40
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(b) 3238 of the persomnel of the Canadian :ﬁ.o.c.l.

Overseas have been involved in trials
They have beeni convicted on an average of two

of fences eachs,
' CIVIL OFPENOES

14. Appendix' "H® contains a similar series of five tables
for the periodsie

i) To 1 Jen 482

ul 1 Jan to 1 Apr 482

111) 1 Apr to 1 Jul 42

iv) The month of Jul 42°

v) The month of Aug 42,

15, These tables show the nature of the offences and the
nn::u:ﬁu awarded for each of the formations, both field and
sta ° .

16, The following comments are madet-
(a) The most prewalent offences shown by the tgbles

are those involving theft, larceny and bur
mtb'nutnnmnlétnnmnin ving

assaulte

(b) A total of 923 soldigrs have been conviected by
the eivil courts the period under review.
This £ is not e accurate by reason of

the fact that records for early stages are not
complete but are sufficlently accurate to show
that the proportion of our troops involved in
civil prosecutions is relatively amalle

(e) Appendix "I" is a nominal roll of all Canadian
80: rs serving sentences awarded by eivil courts
as at-81 Sep 42, ‘They total 186, The list also
shows the nature of the offence, date of conviction,

sentence awarded, on to which commi tted and,
where available, probable date of release.
17, Appendix "J" 1s a list showing the number of Canadian

soldiers undef sentence awarded Service Courts as of certain
dates in 1942, ‘This list reflects the move of Canadian persons
nel out of British Detention Barracks to the Cgnadian Detentien
Barracke The list also shows the nwber under field
punighment in the Canadian Pield Punishmeént Camp those
serving their sentences in civil prisons,

18. The outstanding features disclosed by the information
submitted appear to be &8 followsje

a) The portion of Troops committ m.no;s has
o d.nﬁjm.;f certain seasonal rl.utl:gttm. -Miy
creas

The ority of offe approximatsé
a are %L.;ieugs of n:!.nng;; moipnno.h sere

(¢) The proportion of troops involved in eivil offences
is smell and has steadily decreased,

(PeJ. Montague) MajoreGenergl,
Senior Officer, -
Canadian Nilitary Headquarterse
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APPENDIX "B"

INCIDENCE OF CERTAIN OFFENCES PER 1,000 CANADIAN,
TROOPS IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

(Sowrces Periodical Summeries of Discipline of the Cdn Army Overscas
prepared by CeM,HeQe, 22 Sep 42, 24 Mar 45 and 15 Jun 43, and
additional statistics supplied by AcAeGe(Pis), ColM,HeQe)

Sep 41 Dec 41 Aug 42 Sep 42 Oct 42 Nov 42 Dec 42 Jan 43 Feb 43

Ae¥WoLe 59452 24425 31,76 27.84 50651 22,98 23428 Cd.18 25,29
Drunkenness 2452 1.94 Ledd 1l.32 1.66 1.25 1,36 1.5¢ 133
FoGeCselle - - - - 1,38 2427 1.80 1426 Re54 2,04 4.31
Civil Convictions “ = ® - 49 «37 33 21 043 039 o

Mar 45 Apr 43 May 43 Jun 45

AeW.Le 25441 2745 2646 2942

Drunkennes s 1.31 1,48 1,29 1.56
FeGeCuele 2446 1.87 2400 2416
Civil Convictions 52 *36 42 o582




