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This is a preliminary narrative and should not be regarded
as authoritative. It has not been checked for accuracy in
all aspects. and its interpretations are not necessarily
those of the Historical Section as a whole.

Ce texte est pr~liminaire et n'a aucun caract~re afficiel.
On n'a pas v~rifie son exactitude et les interpretations
qulil cantient oe sont pas necessa;rement cel1es du Service
historique.
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Visit to ~ Div. Signal•• ALDilllSEOT.

Canadian ll111tnry Headquarters.
~ Coakupur Streot. 3.~.1.

London. Bl'OLbIllJ.

The Director,
Historical 3eotlon. Gene~al

Staff.
Uat1on~1 Detenoe Houdquurtcrs.
at tawa. Cb:!J.J.J/,.

Sir.

I ho.ve the honour to Duke a furtoher
report.

~. This re~ort deals with Q viult to the Sooond
DivisIonal 3ignal•• R.C.C.S •• stationad at llor's BARHACKS.
ALlJ3RSHOT.

3. Ilot having Been anything ot the Second Division.
I had intended to visit Alderohot on '-0 Feb .• on tho ooca­
sian of a projoatod Inspeotion by RIo l.lujeuty the l:ing.
This inspeotion ~aa ceucelled av the lost moment, but I de­
cided to go to Aldcrahot ll11ywo:r. rnOtf't my aoquslntanoco of
the i.. Div. 3ignulu. urld lourn \/hut I (Joule about the general
6tate of the Sooond Oanadian Divlalon.

SI0I'AL ~ClIJlIJE

4. On arriving at !.lone Bnrruoka shortly ufter j.OOO
hra on ~O Feb .• I learned from the AdJutant (Cl'}Jt.ai n R.:".
HOU3T0l1) t.hat the uni t \VaB oonduotinB a t1tuo-brlgltde Boheme"
irL tho oountry east ot Aldershot. The second-in-oommand
ll.lujor J • .l. llLCBETH) was going out to tho soel,e of operutlons.
80 I followed him in my o\m cur to the point where the "ad­
vanoed di7ialonal H.U." had been eotubl1ahed, near H~\LEY

PAPZ on the ~SH - PI~ER1?H~ road. Here I Mot t.he oO~3Bndlng

offiosr (Lt.-Col. :!'.d. 1l0PR"'l~OJ1. li.C •. U.I.I•• V.D.) and the
O.C. 1'0. 1 Compsl':! (Uh,'or 'l.b.. llcC=LAJI). both of I7hom I
knew well in the J'.P . .u..U.

5. The Boheme In progress \'Iua bused on the G.6El1r.I1J-
tiOD that ener.r troo,,)3 G3tlrna.tod at one urnonred dlvialon
were (\dvnnolng froo ~'.:'lCltHE.'~::J and CH:':R~JB~ ulJon ALDZH3E(l'1' I

and that i:: Cdt. :Jiv. "uS defending tho genaTCil lIne HC'HP~~-

DOll STATIOJl - BIJLSY. \"Ii'th 5 Odn Illt 3de on the xi gh t. 6 Cdn
Inf Bde on ~he lo!t. und 4 Cdn !nf Bde in reserve in ~1DE~­
S30T. This wuB U 91ffDul schome ~lthout troops, but tho aot­
in C.H.A. ,Odn D1v (Lt.-Col. 2.C. ~~~~, n.u.. ~.D.) ~as

playing the par~ of divisional oo~~ndcr. with about a dozon
oth~r artillery officers playing other taotionl roles. De­
tween the advanoed :livis1ona1 H.(. and the infantry brigades
1n line (eaoh o"! which had n ::1eld regiment 3.C.A. Dotil g
wir.h it J OQIDUn1oution wac I!1e.intu1nod bot.h h:l oable (laid by
"B" seotion. i... Div. 31ga) and by 110. 11 tUrele~s_~e-;ILou --:~)1V

lorrleo. Between advunced Div. H.~. und rour/U.Q. oonnuni­
oation WUd b:r rIo. 9 \7i:-O'10ao eets, instLlllu.1..ions of floncv;hat
greater range. In both oasee despatch ridcru ','!OTC avn11nble

to BuPvle~ent those cean3. and Q rogul~r half-hourly D.H.
servioe was provided between udvunued D1v.H.Q. und the
Brigados.
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6. Sone 'time ufter I rOllohod tho Advunoe-tr l.1!T:" '!1.Q. 0- ==
a forward nove 'tool~ .1,>luoo, thiu !:l.Q. moving eoce hundreds of .....
yarde along tho road cIoGor to PIRBHlmlT while reor Djv. H.Q.
moved in 1n 1ta place. ~he Brl gadea also t!loved '::orword. the
01 gnal scattol's oonoorned la:rlll{f their O\1n oable frO!1 light
lorr1 a8. We Inc lunnhoon 1n liho open "to the 00\1 Advarloed
Di v. H.Q. Gild aitorwurda Utijol' 110Cle11on ond I viJHed the
Brigades and saw thuir (Joble UlJO \'l:jl'olods urrlmgCtlOnt,u work-
ing. The sahece terr.:l1r,a:tr.n Li.'t allout 1420 hra and the prOfJODG
of ,l)loking Uj,1 lOho COT1G1derable length of oable whiQh had
been laid thon bogan.

7. Whilo at the first position neor Honle~ perk I
oew a demonstration b:l n neohanioal cllblc-lojcr or "ovewor".
The proaeaa it! not. GO differont fran that. formerly uoed by
horao-drawn oublo-sor:rtiona: but the ouble :!os nO\'1 ":Jpewod"
oif the reel by un indo~cndont ~Ltrol engine. n~d 'the nan
wi th 'the "orook-atiok" ~,hoae func'tlon l'to 1a to ;1000 tho
coble on ~101JC t.r(·H3~ ur hedgos at the :"oodaido rides on n
peroh on tho book ot the :"'O-OY/t. lorry whioh oonvoyo the
outfit. 1ns'toud of on horJebuok. Tho \lhole arrangenont
appears pr~atioal and satisfuotory.

8. 1 l;;.lJol:e to a nunber of offioors ot "" Div. 31gs.
about the state of the DiviJion, und Pbrtloulnrly about the
eqUipment 01 tun tl on. So far uO 'tho 31 gnuls i taelf 1 S oon­
oerned. tho lattor io no't bod. Tho unit ie ohort of corte,in
ii:rcloJB aets and i'to trnnSIJOrt iti no't qUite cO!:l)letc. but
the defioiencieo are no~ eopo010117 serious. In tr.e Divi­
oion 3S Q ~hole. 1 va3 told. ~he worot deficienoies are in
gnns. Tho Di viuionrll Artillory has only 8 fCVI of the nC\7

;.,.5-younder gun-howitzo..·o (1 underHtand th6.t tltose produced
hove ohip.fly boen I~ing abroad, jJrobobly to the or!!ly 1n
llorth Afrioa). I saw the ~th Fiold Regiment, R.O.A •• en the
road; i't waD well e1luipped with modern meohanioul transport
traotors for drQ\Y1ng ita guns, but the guile thor::lSolvee v:ere
old 75-ml111metre 91ec08 with steel tires - jJreounobly ~UT­

ahased 1$3t uUJ!ll1Icr fore tllo Un:i.'tod Stutos. This equipment
reduoes road s;Jeed to a 01'0\'/1. I Wu.8 further told that the
Signals h~d jUl;;t turno in 'the anti-tank rifles on ahurga
to the unit for re-iDDue to the divisionnl li.nt1-Tanl:. Regi­
ment. R.C.A. This refleats, presuoab17. 'the grave ehortuBo
of 8n't1- tcnk gun.J rOl)Ortod pro,ti oualy {cf. ny HelJul't Ilo.lO}.

9. Ult.h respect to the general state of cffioienoy
in the DiviSion, "he romurl~ was r.1Ude thn't i'ta 3'tatf ht-va as
jet had little o:tperianoe in caving the Div1Glan au Q ,-thole,
and the ~H~na13 officol"o ',Jero 3jJl3oulnting ae to \lhnt Bort of
job thc~r \1i11 make at it. knothar Corpo exeroise o1.:l11nr to
"FOX" {!;See cy Ho~or't to.llJ 1s soheduled to t.al:e plaoe short­
17, with l,; Cdn D1v. playing the jJ=art. fissigned in "POX" to
1 Cdn Div. ~lid dhould bo rCTeollng, and I look forward to
Geeing as uuoh of this c.:teroioa 88 90soible.

10. I~ nny be proper at th13 point t.o re~rk thu't
noonS' the officers at C.U.H.Q. the opinion la fairl:.r pre­
valent 'that the 3ecoJ.d is n be'tter division th..on tho Firat,
partioularly in ~oint o~ dioo1pline. I hoard thiu opinion
expressed on the ~Ta1n whioh brought me to London trom
I}luagow on Chri(J~mn8 flight. and I hnve frequently heard it
since. For exam})le, Lt.-Col. C.H.S. ::J':'!'.:H'. H.C.}<~., of the
Adjutant-Oenerul's Branoh, C.l1.H.Q •• told rl~ reaentlr that
in matters of ado1nistratlon there was no oonpurison between
the two divis1ons. and hinted that in general the ~eoond

bee 3 bet~o~ 3~af~. The soundness of thoBe oonpar1oono has
yet to be teoted in aotion: 1n 'tho oool,time. it BCODS worth­
while to reoord them. A point frequentlj mode i3 that the
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propor't1on of traffio nooi dents 18 'muoh lower 111 the Seoond
Division thon In the :-'irMt.

11. The bulk of 'the Seoond ))1 vi sion has hasn 1n the
Un! ted l:lnBdom slnoe early in SeJ)tember of lY40, though the
last two Intautr~r bH.'ttalj on8 tlrrl ved anI ~ \91 th t.he 31$th
Plight on Christmas Day. The troops appear to ho thorough­
ly tired ot Aldershot, whioh 1a an unvopular station with
th.e Canadians ge"1ernll:r: pre!:jumahly. however. an:r station
where the troops kick 'their heelH tor a long veriod will
fall in that oategory. At the moment., ~he rJajo:ritj ot t.he
troops In Bnd nround rtldershot. ure Carartlans.

1 huve the hOlJour to be.

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

c. u, ::ltaoe:,.

(C.P,3taoey) M"jor.
Historioal Offloer. C.D.H.a

(Conled In Historical Section, Ju14,,)




